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MOTION OF COMMISSIONER WAYNE E. GARDNER

[bookmark: _GoBack]On April 10, 2014, Judy Hill filed a Formal Complaint alleging that PGW had put utility service for her tenants in an account in the name of her company, Precious Apartments, instead of creating accounts for her tenants.  She asked that PGW contact her tenants about gas service and that the bills not be in the company name.  PGW filed an Answer denying the averments and stating that it had automatically placed two accounts in the name of Precious, Inc. in compliance with the terms of its Landlord Cooperation Program.

The Administrative Law Judge assigned to the case issued a prehearing order reminding the parties that corporations are required to be represented by an attorney and directed the Complainant to have an attorney enter an appearance on behalf of Precious Apartments.  The Complainant did not do so and the ALJ dismissed the Complaint. 

I disagree and move to remand this case to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for further proceedings.  In this case, it is not clear if Precious Apartments is in fact a corporation.  The Complaint lists Precious Apartments as the Complainant but is signed by Judy Hill.  The form does not indicate that Precious Apartments is a corporation or other legal entity which would require representation by an attorney.  The only indication that Precious Apartments may be a corporation is in PGW’s Answer.  In its Answer, PGW indicates that it created an account under the name of Precious, Inc., not Precious Apartments itself or Judy Hill.   Before requiring an Attorney, it must be definitively ascertained if one is needed.  Because it is not clear in this case if Precious Apartments is in fact a corporation, I do not believe the complaint should be dismissed at this time.  

THEREFORE, I MOVE THAT:

1. This matter be remanded to the Office of Administrative Law Judge;

2. The Office of Special Assistants prepare an Opinion and Order consistent with this Motion.
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