BEFORE THE

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



fillin "Complainant's name" \d ""
Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 
:
A-2013-2367521
for approval of the Siting and Reconstruction of
: 

the single circuit 69 kV Lake Harmony-Lake 
:

Naomi Transmission Line to a Double Circuit,
:


138/69 kV line located in Portions of Coolbaugh,
:

Pocono and Tobyhanna Townships, Monroe
: 
County and Kidder Township, Carbon County
:
ORDER rEASSIGNING Application 



On June 7, 2013, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) filed an application with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) for approval to site and reconstruct the Lake Harmony-Lake Naomi single circuit 69 kV transmission line as a double 138/69 kV Transmission Line in order to improve service.  PPL served copies of the application on the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement, Office of Consumer Advocate, Office of Small Business Advocate, Carbon County Commissioners, Carbon County Planning Commission, Monroe County Commissioners, Monroe County Planning Commission, Coolbaugh Township Board of Supervisors, Coolbaugh Township Planning Commission, Pocono Township Board of Supervisors, Pocono Township Planning Commission, Tobyhanna Township Board of Supervisors, Tobyhanna Township Planning Commission, Kidder Township Board of Supervisors, and Kidder Township Planning Commission.  Notice of the petition was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on June 22, 2013.  No protests or petitions to intervene were filed.  



By Notice dated June 10, 2013, the Commission scheduled this matter for a Prehearing Conference on Monday, July 16, 2013, at 10:00 a.m. and assigned the case to me.  I conducted the Prehearing Conference as scheduled.  John H. Isom, Esquire represented PPL, no other parties appeared or expressed any interest via telephone or in writing, before, during or after the Prehearing Conference.  No Notices of Appearance were filed by any of the parties served with the petition.  Mr. Isom stated that neither he nor PPL were aware of any objections to PPL’s petition.
It was discovered during and subsequent to the Prehearing Conference that the adjacent landowners did not receive the Prehearing Order or Notice of the Prehearing Conference. A Second Prehearing Conference was scheduled for August 8, 2013, and Notice and a Prehearing Order were sent to the adjacent landowners.  I conducted the Second Prehearing Conference as scheduled.  John H. Isom, Esquire represented PPL.  Two parties appeared to watch the proceeding, but did not protest.  To date, no protests or petitions to intervene have been filed.
The Commission’s regulation at 52 Pa. Code §5.53 provides that protests shall be filed within the time set forth in the published notice.  If no protest time is specified, the protest shall be filed within sixty (60) days of publication of the notice.
The Commission’s regulation at 52 Pa. Code § 5.74(b) provides that petitions to intervene shall be filed no later than the date fixed for filing protests as published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.  If no deadline is set in a Commission order or notice, a petition to intervene shall be filed in accordance with 52 Pa. Code §5.53.    

The Commission has conducted two public hearings in this matter after providing notice to the municipal entities and adjacent landowners where the kV transmission line is located.  None of these entities has filed a timely protest or petition to intervene indicating that they oppose application.  The record closed at the conclusion of the Second Prehearing Conference.
This order refers this case to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for further action as an unprotested application.


THEREFORE,



IT IS ORDERED:



That the application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation at Docket No. A-2013-2367521 for approval to site and reconstruct the Lake Harmony-Lake Naomi single circuit 69 kV transmission line as a double 138/69 kV Transmission Line in order to improve service is reassigned from the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Office of Administrative Law Judge to the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for further action. 
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Date:  September 16, 2013
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