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September 23, 2013

M-2013-2382394


TO ALL PARTIES


In re:  Northampton County Bridge 168 – Hill Road Bridge crosses over the tracks of Norfolk Southern Railway Company and Lehigh Canal (DOT# 951523E) in Glendon Borough, Northampton County. 


To Whom It May Concern:

		At a location in Glendon Borough, Northampton County, Hill Road crosses, above grade (Northampton County Bridge 168 – Hill Road Bridge), the tracks of Norfolk Southern Railway Company and the Lehigh Canal.		

By written correspondence received on August 16, 2013, Northampton County notified the Commission that it closed the above subject bridge due to a recent inspection which revealed structural deficiencies rendering the bridge unsafe for vehicular and pedestrian use. 

In the bridge inspection of the subject crossing, performed on June 12, 2013, by SAI Consulting Engineers, Inc., on behalf of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, SAI found severe corrosion holes at the ends of several steel stringers under the roadway deck. The inspection also identified severe corrosion with full section loss to several components of the floor beams supporting the bridge sidewalk.  Upon completion of the inspection, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Department) officials notified Northampton County bridge officials that the Department bridge inspector directed that the then closed Bridge No. 168 was to stay closed until such time that an agreed upon repair be completed of said bridge.	 Northampton County closed the subject crossing by installing barricades to prevent vehicular access to the bridge.

		 Northampton County has informed the Commission that there is currently no funding budgeted for the repairs to this bridge structure. The County recommends that the bridge remain closed indefinitely, until the County assesses the economic feasibility of repairing this structure.

Upon review of the circumstances regarding the condition of the bridge and in the interest of the safety of the public, we affirm the action taken by Northampton County in closing the bridge to all vehicular traffic; THEREFORE; 
	
1.	The action taken by Northampton County to close the subject bridge to all vehicular traffic be and is hereby affirmed.

2.	Northampton County, at its initial cost and expense, maintain the barricades at each end of the subject structure which effectively closes the bridge to use by all vehicular traffic.

3.	Northampton County, at its initial cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work necessary to prevent pedestrian access to the subject bridge.

4.	Northampton County, at its initial cost and expense, maintain, the signage on the approaches to the subject structure notifying the motorist of the bridge closure.

5.	Northampton County, at its initial cost and expense, provide for any traffic and pedestrian controls or detours during the duration for the time period the bridge is closed to vehicular use.

	The Parties are reminded that failure to comply with this or any Order or Secretarial Letter in this proceeding may result in an enforcement action seeking civil penalties and/or other sanctions pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 3301.

		If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.
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						Very truly yours,



						Rosemary Chiavetta
						Secretary
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