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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	





IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE



C-20027195

October 3, 2013


RE:	AT&T Communications of Pennsylvania, Inc. v. Verizon North, Inc. and Verizon Pennsylvania Inc.; Docket No. C-20027195



To All Parties of Record:

	In our Opinion and Order entered May 11, 2010, concerning the investigation of the switched access charges of Verizon Pennsylvania Inc. and Verizon North Inc. (now Verizon North LLC) (collectively, Verizon Companies), at the above captioned docket, we lifted our previous stay of the proceedings and assigned the investigation to the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) for the development of an appropriate evidentiary record and the issuance of a Recommended Decision.  In order to make the most efficient use of resources, we further directed that hearings not be held until after the issuance of a Recommended Decision by the Presiding Administrative Law Judge in the then-pending Rural ILEC Access Charge Investigation at Docket No. I-00040105.  Hearings were subsequently held before ALJ Cynthia Fordham and the proceeding is presently in the briefing stage.

	On November 18, 2011, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released its extensive USF/ICC Transformation Order that had been adopted on October 27, 2011.[footnoteRef:1]  Although the USF/ICC Transformation Order is currently under appeal,[footnoteRef:2] it has not been legally stayed and is being implemented by this Commission and other state utility commissions.[footnoteRef:3]  During the pendency of the Verizon Companies’ access charge investigation before us, Verizon PA and Verizon North simultaneously have been following the directives of the FCC USF/ICC Transformation Order as well as directives of this Commission in implementing the USF/ICC Transformation Order.  As a result, Verizon PA’s and Verizon North’s terminating switched access rates have reached their equivalent federal counterpart levels as of July 2013. [1: 		In re Connect America Fund, et al., WC Docket No. 10-90 et al. (FCC, Rel. Nov. 18, 2011), Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, slip op. FCC 11‑61, 26 FCC Rcd 17663 (2011), and subsequent Reconsideration and Clarification rulings (collectively USF/ICC Transformation Order), appeals pending.]  [2: 		See generally, Pa. Pub. Util. Comm’n v. FCC, Docket No. 11-9585 (10th Cir., December 5, 2011).]  [3: 		See generally, Implementation of the Federal Communications Commission’s Order of November 18, 2011 As Amended Or Revised And Coordination With Certain Intrastate Matters, Docket No. M-2012-2291824 (Order entered March 22, 2012); Investigation Regarding Intrastate Access Charges and IntraLATA Toll Rates of Rural Carriers and the Pennsylvania Universal Service Fund, et al. Docket Nos. I-00040105et al., (Consolidated Short Form and Protective Order entered May 10, 2012).] 


	


	In light of the Verizon Companies’ compliance with the USF/ICC Transformation Order and our associated implementation orders, we hereby request each Party to this proceeding to respond within twenty (20) days of the date of this Secretarial Letter with its opinion and supporting rationale on what it believes is the best way to proceed with the instant investigation.  Options include, but are not limited to, whether the Verizon Companies’ Access Charge Investigation at the above captioned docket should be held in abeyance, pending completion of the pending federal appeals and/or a final FCC determination on originating access charges, or whether the investigation should just be marked closed at this time.  Upon our review of the responses, we will issue an order addressing the path we will take.

For any additional information regarding this matter please contact Bert Marinko of the Office of Special Assistants at (717) 975-9725 or rmarinko@pa.gov.
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BY THE COMMISSION,



Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

2
image2.png




image1.png
@OV
PENNSYLVANIA

PUC





