	BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Tyrone Gibbs, FS-7093				:
							:
	v.						:	Docket No. C-2013-2358084
							:
Global Tel Link Corporation				:

		
	
ORDER GRANTING A SECOND CONTINUANCE


		A Further Telephonic Hearing in this case is scheduled for Friday, November 15, 2013, at 10:00 a.m.  On Thursday, November 7, 2013, I received a request from Respondent’s counsel Edward Lanza, Esquire, for a continuance of the November 15, 2013, hearing.  Respondent’s counsel indicated that he would be out of the country on another matter and would be unable to call in to participate in the telephonic hearing.  

		Upon receipt of the continuance request, I sent a letter to the Complainant requesting his position as to the continuance.  Given the time constraints involving first class mail, I had not received a response from Complainant by the date of this Order.  However, I indicated in the letter to Complainant that, unless he heard otherwise, he should assume that I would grant the Respondent its first requested continuance.  

		I also inquired of Mr. Lanza as to whether Respondent’s in-house counsel, Kevin Lefton, Esquire, who was admitted pro hac vice for purposes of this proceeding, could handle the hearing.  Counsel responded that Respondent wanted Mr. Lanza to handle the hearing due to his familiarity with the rules and regulations of the Public Utility Commission (Commission) and the Pennsylvania Rules of Evidence.
 
		The standard for granting a continuance, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §1.15(b), is that good cause must be shown.  I conclude that good cause has been shown to grant the Respondent one continuance as its counsel handling the hearing will be unavailable for the scheduled hearing on November 15, 2013.  However, additional continuances may not be granted, and the parties must be ready to proceed at the next scheduled hearing.  Complainant provided information to me about scheduling the next hearing at a conference room telephone number set up for this purpose, and to do this through Christine Owens, administrative assistant at the prison, and I will relay that information to our scheduler.

		In addition, I note that Complainant has submitted some proposed exhibits to me, with copies to the Respondent, for the further telephonic hearing, even though I had previously ruled that additional exhibits were untimely and would not be accepted.  I inquired as to Respondent’s position, given its requested continuance, regarding whether it would oppose admission of these exhibits and Respondent replied that it would continue to oppose their admission.  No motion for admission of these exhibits is before me so there is no ruling for me to make at this time.  However, previous motions of this nature have been denied and compelling reason must be given to convince me to change a prior ruling, including reasons why it would not have been possible to, with due diligence, have submitted the evidence during Complainant’s case-in-chief.  See, 52 Pa. Code §5.243(e).  

		Finally, Complainant has sent me a letter requesting a copy of the October 3, 2013, hearing transcript.  However, copies of transcripts are not provided by the Commission, except by contract with the court reporting service.  Parties may make arrangements with Sargent’s Court Reporting Service, Inc. at (814) 536-8908 to purchase a copy of this transcript.  
		
		
		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That a continuance of the November 15, 2013, hearing is granted and that the hearing scheduled on that date is cancelled.

		2.	That the parties be provided notice of the new day, date, and time of the rescheduled hearing.

		
Date:	November 12, 2013					_____________________________
								Kandace F. Melillo
								Administrative Law Judge
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