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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric

Utilities Corporation, Filed Pursuant to

52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G,                                              A-2013-2380667
With respect to the Addition of a Second

230 kV Circuit to the Jenkins-Stanton Line 
In Plains, Jenkins and Exeter Townships,
And in Wyoming and Exeter Boroughs,

Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.

ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On August 26, 2013, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”) filed a Letter of Notification ("LON") pursuant to Chapter 57, Subchapter G of the Commission's regulations at 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(1)(i), governing the siting and construction of high voltage transmission lines to be located entirely within an existing transmission line right-of-way.  Section 57.72 in general authorizes the abbreviated "Letter of Notification" siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:
(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.
(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v)  An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Luzerne County Planning Commission, Luzerne County Council, Exeter Borough Council, Exeter Township, Jenkins Township Supervisors, Plains Township Commissioners, Wyoming Borough Council and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protest was filed.  No hearing was held.
PPL Electric requests Commission approval to add a second 230 kV circuit to the existing Jenkins-Stanton 230 kV single circuit Transmission Line.  The project, which will be located in Plains, Jenkins and Exeter Townships and in Wyoming and Exeter Boroughs, Luzerne County, is needed to resolve a violation of PJM reliability planning criteria.  According to PPL Electric, adding the second 230 kV circuit to the existing Jenkins-Stanton 230 kV Line will create 8.5 miles of double-circuit line from the Jenkins 230-69 kV Substation to the Stanton 230-69 kV Substation.  This new double-circuit Line will become the new Jenkins-Stanton #1 & #2 230 kV Line.  PPL Electric states that as a result of the proposed modifications to the existing single-circuit transmission line, creating the new double-circuit transmission line, the 60,600 customers served from the Jenkins 230-69 kV Substation will have improved reliability of service in the event of a NERC Category C contingency (N-1-1)
 that, absent the proposed circuit, would interrupt more than 300 MW of load at Jenkins 230-69 kV Substation.  The loss of greater than 300 MW of load for the N-1-1 criteria test would violate PJM's Reliability Planning Criteria.



Further, PPL Electric states that it has recorded a greater than 300 MW load at the Jenkins 230-69 kV Substation in 2013 during recent heavy load periods.  In addition, due to load growth in the area, transmission planning studies project that the peak load served by the Jenkins 230-69 kV Substation will exceed 300 MW for 2016 and beyond.

PPL Electric states that it has determined, and confirmed with PJM, that the addition of the Jenkins-Stanton #2 230 kV circuit will resolve the violation of the PJM Reliability Planning Criteria in PJM Manual 14B.  PPL Electric believes that after completion of the Project, an outage on the Susquehanna-Jenkins 230 kV Line followed by an outage on the Jenkins-Stanton #1 230 kV Line would meet all PJM reliability planning criteria.

PPL Electric explains that the existing Jenkins-Stanton 230 kV line was designed for double circuit operation to utilize six (6) 1590 kcmil ACSR conductors and it is currently operating with a single circuit which consists of three conductors.  PPL Electric, at this time intends to utilize the double circuit capacity by stringing the second circuit with three (3) 1590 kcmil conductors.  PPL Electric will also be replacing the existing 3/8" Steel overhead ground wire with a single 48 count optical ground wire for lightning protection and fiber optic communication capability for operational purposes.  The existing line is supported by fifty (50) lattice tower structures and one monopole steel angle structure.  The average height of the existing structures is approximately 140 feet.

PPL Electric states that the Project involves the installation of two (2) additional steel monopoles.  These new structures will be on foundations.  One monopole structure will be approximately 100 feet tall and will be used in conjunction with the existing monopole angle structure to carry the second circuit.  The other monopole will be approximately 160 feet tall and will be used to connect the Mountain-Stanton Line to the tower currently carrying the Susquehanna 2- Stanton Line.  The Susquehanna 2-Stanton Line will be removed as part of the Susquehanna-Roseland Project, and this tower will be utilized to transfer the existing Mountain-Stanton Line off the structure which it currently shares with the existing Jenkins-Stanton #1 230 kV Line.  The Project is located in part on property owned in fee by PPL Electric and in part within existing PPL Electric transmission line right-of-way.  Both the property owned in fee and the right-of-way, contain existing electrical facilities which will be upgraded.  No additional property rights are required to complete this Project.

PPL Electric states that the proposed Jenkins-Stanton Project will not create any unreasonable risk or danger to the public health or safety.  The proposed Project will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safely Code ("NESC") minimum standards and will meet all applicable legal requirements.  Further, PPL Electric states that the proposed Project will have minimal incremental impacts on the surrounding areas due to the fact that the Project is located in areas that contain existing PPL Electric transmission facilities which will be upgraded.  Only two new structures will be required; 50 existing structures will be utilized. Interference with existing land uses will be further minimized because, where possible, PPL Electric will use previously established access roads for construction.  Any interference with land use for access roads will be temporary.

According to PPL Electric, the proposed Project was reviewed with representatives of Plains, Jenkins and Exeter Townships and representatives of Wyoming and Exeter Boroughs as well as representatives of Luzerne County.  The Townships, Boroughs and the County had no objection to the Project.

The total estimated cost of the proposed Project is approximately $8.8 million, which will be paid for by PPL Electric.  This total includes $8 million for the transmission line and $800,000 for the substation work.  The construction is scheduled to begin in March 2014 in order to meet a scheduled in-service date of November 2014.

Upon review, the Commission finds that PPL Electric's LON and manner in which it was filed conform to the Commission's regulations of 52 Pa. Code 57.72(d)(1)(i) because the Project will be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way and the size, character, design and configuration of the existing steel lattice towers will not be altered by the Project in any material way.  Also, the proposed new facility is necessary to meet the increasing demand for electricity and improve reliability of service in Jenkins, Plains, Wright, Bear Creek and Hanover Townships, Yatesville, Avoca, Dupont and Laflin Boroughs, the City of Wilkes-Barre in Luzerne County and in the City of Scranton and Moosic Borough, in Lackawanna County.  Above all, the Commission has reviewed the filing and finds it to be consistent with applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting.  We recommend that the Application be approved; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:
1. That the Application filed by PPL Electric for the addition of a second 230 kV circuit to the Jenkins-Stanton Line in Plains, Jenkins and Exeter Townships, and in Wyoming and Exeter Boroughs, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania is hereby approved.
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2013-2380667 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: November 14, 2013
ORDER ENTERED: November 14, 2013
� NERC Category C criteria require the system to be stable and within applicable equipment thermal ratings and system limits under a variety of multiple facility contingency events, i.e., with two elements of the system out of service. Such events include the loss of one system element followed by system readjustments, and then the loss of a second system element (i.e., NERC Category C.3). This is referred to as the "n minus 1 minus 1" or "n-1-1" criteria.
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