BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation	:
filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57, 		:		
Subchapter G, for approval of the siting and		:
construction of the double-circuit 138/69 kV		:
Honey Brook-Twin Valley transmission line		:		A-2013-2392102
in portions of Caernarvon Township, Berks 		:
County, Honey Brook Township, Chester County 	:
and Caernarvon Township, Lancaster County, 	:
Pennsylvania					 	:

PREHEARING ORDER #1

The purpose of this Order

		If you are receiving this Order, it is because you have been identified as a person who may have an interest in the proceeding filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) set forth in the caption, above.  This Order will describe:  (1) the filing involved in this proceeding; (2) the process that the Commission will follow in considering the proceeding; (3) the different options that you have for involvement; and (4) how to become a party to this case, if that is your choice.

		There is no requirement that you participate; however, if you do not, then the case will proceed and be decided without your input.  

1.	The filing

		On November 7, 2013, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) filed its application with the Commission for authority to construct a new 138/69 kV transmission line approximately 5.3 miles in length through portions Caernarvon Township, Berks County, Honey Brook Township, Chester County and Caernarvon Township, Lancaster County.  

2.	The Process

		The first step in the proceeding is to establish a list of parties who have a legitimate interest in the case.  Options and directions for participating are included below.  A prehearing conference is set for January 16, 2014 and will be held in Harrisburg in Hearing Room 3 of the Commonwealth Keystone Building, 400 North Street, at 10:00 am.  On or before January 9, 2014, any entity wishing to become a party to this proceeding must file either a petition to intervene or a protest.  Directions regarding how to do this appear in this Order, below.  At the prehearing conference, each petition to intervene will be considered, and at the end of the prehearing conference, a parties’ list will be established.  Only parties will be served with notices after that date.  If you do not file either a protest or a petition to intervene, your name will be dropped from the service list.
		
In addition, if necessary, a litigation schedule for this proceeding will be set at the prehearing conference.  Other matters to be decided may include the number of and locations for public input hearings, if there is substantial public interest shown, due dates for the service of direct and rebuttal testimony, dates for the evidentiary hearings and briefing, and modification of discovery rules.  

		The prehearing conference is for the discussion of the need for and planning of the litigation of the case.  No testimony will be taken.  Only lawyers representing parties of record and individual persons representing themselves as full litigants will be permitted to participate in the prehearing conference.  One of the topics for discussion will be the number and location of public input hearings, if there is substantial public interest shown, where all members of the public would be afforded an opportunity to provide testimony regarding this case.  Notice of these public input hearings would be published in local newspapers prior to the dates of the hearings themselves.

		If evidentiary hearings are necessary, following those hearings and briefing by the parties, I will issue a recommended decision which:  (1) sets forth the chronology of the case; (2) summarizes the testimony; (3) applies the relevant law; and (4) makes a recommendation to the full Commission on how to rule on the matter.  The parties may file exceptions and reply exceptions to the recommended decision and a final decision of the full Commission will subsequently be issued.   

3.	Your involvement 

		For proceedings before the Commission, the Pennsylvania General Assembly has provided for three agencies to advocate for the public interest.  The Office of Consumer Advocate is concerned with the rights of consumers, the Office of Small Business Advocate advocates for small businesses, and the Commission’s Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement intervenes in cases in order to protect the interest of the general public.  Any or all of these agencies may be part of this proceeding and if they are, they will scrutinize the PPL’s application carefully, as well as presenting their own witnesses at the formal hearings.  

		If, however, you believe that your own interests need to be protected by participation in this case, the Commission recognizes your right to participate.  Your actions in response to this prehearing order will be important.

 In response to this prehearing order, you may proceed one of three ways:

		(1)	Do nothing.  If you do nothing after receiving this prehearing order, your name will be removed from the service list.  After the prehearing conference on January 16, 2014, you will not receive any pleadings, filings, discovery requests, written testimony or orders and decisions in this matter.  You may still attend and testify at a public input hearing, if one is held, as explained in the next paragraph.

		(2)	Attend a public input hearing.  If there is substantial public interest shown, public input hearings may be held in the geographical area affected by the application for the purpose of giving citizens who do not wish to participate in the formal litigation an opportunity to express their opinions regarding PPL’s proposal.  In order to testify at a public input hearing, if one is held, all a citizen has to do is show up and sign in.  No advance registration is required.  If you want to attend a public input hearing and do not wish to remain on the service list for pleadings, filings, discovery requests or orders and decisions in this matter, you are not required to do anything.  Notice of a public input hearing, if one is scheduled, will be published in your local newspaper two weeks before it is held.  

		(3)	Become a party of record.  As a party of record, you will be served with all of the pleadings, filings, discovery requests, written testimony and orders and decisions served and issued in this proceeding.  These documents will be voluminous.  Your rights as a party of record include the ability to present your own testimony and to cross-examine other witnesses at the formal hearings, and to file exceptions to the presiding officer’s recommended decision.  Your duties as a party of record are that you must answer all discovery requests served upon you in accordance with the Commission’s rules.  You will be required to serve a copy of anything that you file upon the presiding officer and each party appearing on the service list, as modified after the prehearing conference on January 16, 2014, regardless of the cost of postage.  If you intend to present evidence at the formal evidentiary hearings, you will be required to submit your testimony in writing in advance, in accordance with the schedule to be set after the prehearing conference and to provide a copy of your written testimony to each party on the service list at that time.  You will be expected to participate in accordance with the rules of Commission practice appearing in Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code Chapters 1, 3 and 5.  The Pennsylvania Code is available on-line at www.pacode.com.  Although a natural person or a sole proprietor may appear on his or her own behalf, if you are any entity other than a natural person or a sole proprietor, (e.g., a corporation, partnership, municipality, etc.), you will be required to have an attorney represent you in accordance with the laws of Pennsylvania.  See Ordering Paragraph 6, below.
		
		To become a party of record, you must file with the Commission’s Secretary either a protest to the application or a petition to intervene on or before January 9, 2014.  A protest shall be in the form set forth in the Commission regulations, 52 Pa.Code § 5.51-53, and must state the grounds for the protest.  A copy of your protest must be served on PPL and me in addition to being filed with the Commission’s Secretary.  

		A petition to intervene must conform to the requirements in 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.71-76, and shall state briefly the interest of the intervenor and the objections to be raised, if any.  52 Pa.Code § 5.75(c).  All timely-filed petitions to intervene will be ruled upon at the prehearing conference on January 16, 2014 or in the scheduling order to be issued following the prehearing conference.
 
		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That a prehearing conference is scheduled for Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 10:00 am. in Hearing Room 3 of the Commonwealth Keystone Building, Harrisburg PA 17120.  Unless you are the applicant, you must file a timely protest or a petition to intervene in order to participate in the prehearing conference.
		
		2.	That, consistent with the publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin, the protests or petitions for intervention shall be filed with the Commission’s Secretary on or before January 9, 2014, and a copy must be served upon me and PPL Electric Utilities Corporation.  

		3.	That a protest shall be in the form set forth in the Commission regulations, 52 Pa.Code § 5.51-53, and must set forth the grounds for the protest.  A copy of your protest must be served on PPL Electric Utilities Corporation and me in addition to filing the protest with the Commission’s Secretary.  

		4.	That a petition to intervene must conform to the requirements in 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.71-76, and shall state briefly the interest of the intervenor and the objections to be raised, if any.  52 Pa.Code § 5.75(c).  A copy must be served upon me and PPL Electric Utilities Corporation in addition to filing the petition to intervene with the Commission’s Secretary. 

		5.	That those individuals and entities planning on participating in the prehearing conference review the regulation pertaining to prehearing conferences, 52 Pa.Code § 5.222.   Please be prepared to discuss possibilities for settlement, scheduling, the amount of hearing time necessary, and electronic service among parties.  In addition, please note subsection (d), which provides, in part:

(d)	Parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference fully prepared for a useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto.  52 Pa.Code § 5.222.  

	 
	6.	That if you are an individual, you may either represent yourself or have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania represent you.  However, if you are a partnership, corporation, trust, association, joint venture, other business organization, trust, trustee, legal representative, receiver, agency, governmental entity, municipality or other political subdivision, you must have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else.  Attorneys shall comply with the Commission’s appearance requirements.  52 Pa.Code § 1.24(b).  

		7.	That a copy of any document filed with the Commission’s Secretary or submitted shall be sent directly to me.  Service on me shall be by hard copy to the following address:  Administrative Law Judge David A. Salapa, Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Office of Administrative Law Judge, P.O. Box 3265, Harrisburg PA  17105-3265. 
 
		8.	That parties review the regulations regarding discovery, particularly 52 Pa.Code § 5.331(b) advising that parties shall initiate discovery as early as possible.  The parties shall conduct discovery pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.321-5.373.  I encourage the parties to cooperate and exchange information on an informal basis.  The parties shall cooperate rather than engage in numerous or protracted discovery disagreements that require my participation to resolve.  All motions to compel shall contain a certification by counsel setting forth the specific actions the parties have undertaken to resolve their discovery disputes informally.  If a motion to compel does not contain this certification, I shall contact the parties and direct them to resolve the matter informally and provide the certification if they are unsuccessful.  There are limitations on discovery and sanctions for abuse of the discovery process.  52 Pa.Code §§ 5.361, 5.371-5.372.

		9.	Please be prepared to schedule the case at the prehearing conference.   If there is no agreement upon an acceptable schedule, a litigation schedule will be imposed.
	
		   


Dated:	 November 21, 2013		_______________________________________
					David A. Salapa
					Administrative Law Judge




9

A-2013-2392101 - Application of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code Chapter 57, Subchapter G, for approval of the siting and construction of the Double-Circuit 138/69 kV Honey Brook - Twin Valley Transmission Line in portions of Caernarvon Township in Berks County, Honey Brook Township in Chester County and Caernarvon Township in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.
	John H Isom Esquire
Christopher T Wright Esquire
Post & Schell PC
17 N Second Street 12th Floor
Harrisburg PA  17101-1601
eServe
	
	PA Historical & Museum Commission
Bureau of Historic Preservation
400 North Street 2nd Floor
Harrisburg PA  17120-0053

	Paul E Russell Esquire
PPL Services Corporation
Office of General Counsel
Two North Ninth Street
Allentown PA  18106
eServe
	
	William J Cressler Esquire
PennDOT
400 North Street 9th Floor
Harrisburg PA  17120

	David B MacGregor Esquire
Post & Schell PC
Four Penn Center
1600 JFK Boulevard
Philadelphia PA  19103-2808
	
	Christian Y Leinbach Chairman
Berks County Board of Commissioners
Berks County Service Center
633 Court Street 13th Floor
Reading PA  19601

	Office of Consumer Advocate
555 Walnut Street
5th Floor Forum Place
Harrisburg PA  17101-1925
	
	Glenn R Knoblauch Exec Dir
Berks County Planning Commission
633 Court Street 14th Floor
Reading PA  19604

	Office of Small Business Advocate
300 North 2nd Street
Harrisburg PA  17101
	
	Terence Farrell Chairman
Chester County
Board of Commissioners
PO Box 2748
West Chester PA  19380

	PA PUC Bureau of Investigation & Enforcement
PO Box 3265
Harrisburg PA  17105-3265
	
	Ronald T Bailey Exec Dir
Chester County Planning Commission
PO Box 1747
West Chester PA  19380

	Office of Field Operations
PA Dept of Environmental Protection
PO Box 2063
Market Street State Office Bldg
Harrisburg PA  17105-2063
	
	Scott Martin Chairman
Lancaster County
Board of Commissioners
Lancaster County Govt Center
150 N Queen Street 7th Fl Ste 715
Lancaster PA  17603

	James Cowhey AICP Exec Dir
Lancaster County Planning Commission
150 N Queen Street Suite 320
Lancaster PA  17603
	
	Wayne Poppich
US Army Corps of Engineers
Philadelphia District/Reg Branch
Wanamaker Bldg
100 Penn Square East
Philadelphia PA  19107-3390

	Chalres Byler Chairman
Caenarvon Township 
Board of Supervisors
PO Box 294
Morgantown PA  19543
	
	Amy Elliott
US Army Corps of Engineers
Baltimore District
State College Field Office
1631 S Atherton St Ste 102
State College PA  16801

	Creeden Coulson Chairman
Caernarvon Township 
Planning Commission
PO Box 294
Morgantown PA  19543
	
	Bonnie Dershem
US Fish & Wildlife Service
315 S Allen Street
Suite 102
State College PA  16801-4850

	Joe Fenstemacher Chairman
Honey Brook Township
Board of Supervisors
500 Suplee Road
Honey Brook PA  19344
	
	Rebecca Bowen
PA Dept of Conservation &
Natural Resources
RCSOB
Harrisburg PA  17105-8767

	Honey Brook Township 
Planning Commission
500 Suplee Road
Honey Brook PA  19344
	
	Olivia Mowery
PA Game Commission
2001 Elmerton Avenue
Harrisburg PA  17110-9797

	Gary Van Dyke Chairman
Caernarvon Township
Board of Supervisors
2112 Main Street
Narvon PA  17555
	
	Christopher A Urban
PA Fish and Boat Commission
450 Robinson Lane
Bellefonte PA  16823-9630

	Frank Diem Chairman
Caernarvon Township
Planning Commission
2147 Main Street
Narvon PA  17555
	
	Dan Greig District Executive
Berks County Conservation District
1238 County Welfare Road Suite 200
Leesport PA  19533

	Christian E Strohmaier Manager
Chester County Conservation District
688 Unionville Road Suite 200
Kennett Square PA  19348
	
	Ivan S & Anna Mae Soltzfus
749 Todd Road
Honey Brook PA  19344

	Rebecca Buchanan E&S Project Manager
Lancaster County 
Conservation District
1383 Arcadia Road Room 200
Lancaster PA  17601
	
	John Omar Jr & Nancy Mae Stoltzfus
32169 County Road 337
Advance MO  63730

	Senator Mike Folmer
48th District
400 South 8th Street
Lebanon PA  17042
	
	Gideon E Jr & Rose Marie Stoltzfus
330 Todd Road
Honey Brook PA  19344

	Senator Mike Brubaker
36th District
301 East Main Street
Lititz PA  17543
	
	Samuel J Jr & Mary B Stoltzfus
115 Todd Road
Honey Brook PA  19344

	Honorable Mark M Gillen
128th District
29 Village Center Drive Suite A-7
Reading PA  17607
	
	Jonas B & Deborah Ann Stoltzfus
355 White School Road
Honey Brook PA  19344

	Honorable Scott Perry
26th District
1038 East Lincoln Highway
Coatesville PA  19320
	
	Benuel E & Sara B Stoltzfus
24 Given Road
Honey Brook PA  19344

	Honorable Gordon Denlinger
99th District
390 East Main Street Suite 301
Ephrata PA  17522
	
	Keith L & Malinda E Mast
181 Given Road
Honey Brook PA  19344

	Mark E & Linda M Stoltzfus
Field Stone Road
Honey Brook PA  19344
	
	Glenn Z & Darla Brubacher
32 Limekiln Lane
Morgantown PA  19543

	Helen Rovinski
Westwood 4H
PO Box 125
Cornwall PA  17016
	
	Caernavon Township
Municipal Sewer Authority
PO Box 291
Morgantown PA  19543

	William D * Marlene A Oatman
830 Talbotsville Road
Honey Brook PA  19344
	
	Caernavon Township Authority
PO Box 188
Morgantown PA  19543

	Jeffrey A & Roberta K Metzler
2894 Oak Lane
Morgantown PA  19543
	
	Bernard & Henrietta Hankin
PO Box 562
Exton PA  19341

	Elizabeth J Means
257 Supplee Road
Honey Brook PA  19344
	
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Paul N & Barbara M Brubacher
2910 Best Road
Morgantown PA  19543
	
	

	Raymond Z & Darla J Brubacher
2970 Best Road
Morgantown PA  19543
	
	





