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P R O C E E D I N G S 

AOVmSIISIRATIVE LAW JUDGE DAVID A. SALAPA: 

This i s the time and place that the Pennsylvania Public 

U t i l i t y Gamnission has set for a prehearing conference en the 

application of PPL Electric U t i l i t i e s Corporation f i l e d 

pursuant to 52 Ba. Code Chapter 57, Subchapter G, for 

approval of the siting and construction of the proposed South 

Lebanon Berks 230 kV transmission line i n Spring Township, 

Berks County and Easton Cocalico Tbwnship, Lancaster County, 

Pennsylvania and the Berks-South Reading 230 kV line 

rearrangement i n Brecknock Township, Berks County, 

Pennsylvania. A l l that docketed at A-110500F0385. 

I'm Administrative Law Judge David Salapa. 

The carmission has assigned me to preside over this case and 

to render a decision for the oommissicn to consider. 

Appearing this morning for PP&L is John I son. Good morning, 

Mr. I son. 

MR. ISCM: Good morning, your Honor. 

JUDGE SALAPA: And appearing on behalf of the 

Pennsylvania Game Carmission is Bradley Bechtel. 

MR. BECHIEL: Good morning. 

JUDGE SALAPA: First of a l l , I have two 

e-mails that were sent to me. The f i r s t one I'm reasonably 

certain both Mr. Bechtel and Mr. I son have copies of. I t ' s 

from Gena Delfonso, assistant counsel i n charge of the 
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Pennsylvania Department of Transportation indicating to me 

and to counsel that the Department of Transportation w i l l not 

be participating i n this proceeding. 

The second e-irail I received this morning, and 

i t is fron Mr. James Lewis, solicitor for Spring Township, 

Berks County. Mr. Lewis indicates that at last night's 

meeting of the board of supervisors of Sfpring Tbwnship, the 

board directed him to withdraw Spring Tbwnship's intervention 

and appearance i n the above i n this case. And he's 

requesting to be excused from the prehearing conference. 

I received this e-mail. I did not notice that 

i t was sent to either Mr. Bechtel or Mr. Ison, so I forwarded 

the e-mail to counsel. I don't know i f you received i t or 

not. 

MR. ISCM: I did, your Honor. I showed Mr. 

Bechtel. 

JUDGE SALAPA: Good. A l l right. Having taken 

care of those preliminaries, I have a few matters that I want 

to cover. And then after I've covered what I want to cover, 

I ' l l open the floor up for whatever concems counsel have. 

The f i r s t thing that I have. I'd like to know 

are there any other known parties out there that may rot have 

received notice of this prehearing conference? I think 

that's — 

MR. ISCM: Not that I'm aware of, your Honor. 
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We have contacted a l l the property owners and provided ccpies 

of the application and accotrpanying exhibits. And to my 

knowledge have contacted everyone. 

JUDGE SALAPA: A l l right. The other question 

I have is, are there any possible indispensable parties that 

would have to be joined at this point? 

MR. ISCM: I'm not aware of any. 

JUDGE SALAPA: A l l right. And the next issue 

I have is the petition for intervention by the game 

conmissian. I understand, Mr. Bechtel, that, from your 

petition, that the game corrmission is concemed about the 

widening of the right-of-way for state game land 274 and I 

believe part of your prehearing memo talks about eminent 

domain issues. Gould you expand on that a l i t t l e b i t , 

please? 

MR. BECHIEL: Yes, sir. 

JUDGE SALAPA: Now, you'll have to use the 

rrdcrophone. The sound gets lost i n here. 

MR. BECHIEL: Yes, sir. Ihe Pennsylvania Garre 

Gctrmissian, at the time that this was file d , the best 

information we have i s that i t would be possible that PP&L 

would be interested i n f i l i n g eminent dcmain consolidating 

this proceeding in order to widen the right-of-way. 

We have no environmental objections to this 

project that we know of. I t was cleared twice. So i t ' s not 
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an issue of those types of things. But we have certain 

proceciires we go through i n order to grant rights-of-way or 

not grant rights-of-way, but we f e l t the project should go 

through those proceedings. 

My client instructed me on that issue to f i l e 

here on the basis of what we know, which is probably why you 

see a whole bunch of prehearing stuff about people I need to 

depose because I was not sure at the time that this was f i l e d 

exactly what was requested or'was going to be requested. 

Since that time, my client learned some other 

things I believe we' 11 hear here and that may make some 

difference. 

JUDGE SALAPA: A l l right. So the only issues 

you had addressed were really issues of right-of-way and 

property? 

MR. BECHIEL: That's correct. 

MR. ISCM: I f I my? 

JUDGE SALAPA: Mr. Isom, do you have any 

response? 

MR. ISCM: Yes, I do, your Honor. Mr. Bechtel 

and I spoke — I think i t was yesterday but recently i n any 

event -- and I indicated to him that i t was not the intention 

of PP&L Electric to exercise i t s right for power of eminent 

dcmain i n conjunction with this project. 

I realize this is a long document. But i t ' s 
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indicated in paragraph 36 of the application, the corpany has 

stated, that a landowner w i l l grant us, under certain 

circumstances, expanded right-of-way, that would be very 

helpful. But to the extent that a landowner declines to, we 

w i l l construct the project entirely within the existing 

rights -of -vay. 

And we're obligated to reach an agreement with 

the state game land or the game cxxtmissian. The project is 

being designed and engineered to f i t within the existing 

right-of-ways. At this point we don't anticipate seeking to 

obtain any additional right-of-way for this project i n the 

game land. 

The conclusion is, I believe there -- with 

those understandings, I believe there is no remairrmg issue 

with the game carmission. 

JUDGE SALAPA: Mr. Bechtel? 

MR. BECHIEL: Yes. Assuming that's correct 

and i t ' s en the record, I would agree with that. We have no 

issue with withdrawing the objection at that point. 

JUDGE SALAPA: A l l right. So at this point 

you're going to withdraw your request to intervene; i s that 

what you're saying Mr. Bechtel? 

MR. BECHIEL: Accepting the statemsnts by Mr. 

Isom, yes. 

JUDGE SALAPA: Okay. A l l right. I'm going to 
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jump right down to the l i t i g a t i o n schedule proposed by PP&L. 

MR. ISCM: Your Honor, i t would seen to me, at 

least at this point, the l i t i g a t i o n schedule is not 

necessary. We have an unopposed application, which, in the 

normal course, I believe i t would be handled by the Fixed 

U t i l i t i e s Services Bureau. 

JUDGE SALAPA: So at this point w i l l you be 

requesting that I issue an order basically referring this to 

Fixed U t i l i t i e s for further processing? 

MR. ISCM: That would be fine. I don't know 

the carmission1 s procedure, whether that's dene with an 

internal merrDrandum or with an order. But whatever means is 

used for such actions, I think that i s the correct result. 

JUDGE SALAPA: Okay. A l l right then. Is 

there anything else at this point either counsel need to 

address? 

MR. ISCM: Not for the conpany. 

JUDGE SALAPA: Mr. Bechtel? 

MR. BECHIEL: Do I need to send something 

directly to withdraw this or is the withdrawal en the record 

acceptable? 

JUDGE SALAPA: I hate to make you jump through 

hoops because I think, i f I'm recalling the carmission's 

rules of practice and procedure, I believe there i s usually a 

requirement to f i l e a request to withdraw a pleading. 
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I'm going to request that only to make sure 

that the record is clear en that. I'm kind of torn between 

making you do what I see to be unnecessary paperwork and a 

need to document the f i l e . I also may request Spring 

Township do the same thing. 

Although s t r i c t l y speaking, I did not receive 

any petition to intervene from Spring Township. The only 

thing that I received was the prehearing meannorandum. Did 

either counsel receive a petition to intervene or any such 

thing frcm Slpring Township? 

MR. BECHIEL: No, I did not. 

MR. ISCM: I don't have my f i l e here with me 

to be certain, but I believe i t was only a prehearing 

msTDrandum. 

JUDGE SALAPA: So I nay be able to just note 

that they're not planning en participating. A l l right. Is 

there anything further? 

MR. ISCM: No. Thank you. 

JUDGE SALAPA: A l l right then. I'd like to 

thank counsel for attending and we are adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 10:03 a.m., the prehearing 

corrference^ was a d j o u r n e d . ) 

*** 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I hereby certify, as the stenographic 

reporter, that the foregoing proceedings were taken 

stenographically by me, and thereafter reduced to typewriting 

by me or under try direction; and that this transcript is a 

true and accurate record to the best of try ability. 
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By: r S . ^ A , . C - ^ - ^ c ^ 

Linda C. Larson 

* * * 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Notarial Seal 

Linda C. Larson, Notary Public 
Cariiste Boro, Cumberland County 

My Commission Expires Mar. 4,2010 

Member, Pennsylvania Association ol Notaries 
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