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	A-2013-2367521



ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



On June 7, 2013, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric or Company) filed an application pursuant to 52 Pa. Chapter 57, Subchapter G, of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  PPL Electric requests that the Commission approve the siting and reconstruction of the Double Circuit 138/69 kV Lake Harmony-Lake Naomi 138/69 kV Transmission Line in portions of Coolbaugh, Pocono, and Tobyhanna Townships, Monroe County and Kidder Township, Carbon County, PA.



PPL Electric served copies of this Application on all affected governmental agencies and municipalities as required by 52 Pa. Code §57.74 (b)(c).  By notice dated June 11, 2013, the Commission scheduled a pre-hearing conference for July 16, 2013.  Only PPL Electric was represented at the hearing.  A Second Prehearing Conference was scheduled for August 8, 2013, as adjacent landowners had not received the Prehearing Order or Notice of the Prehearing Conference.  John Isom, Esquire represented PPL Electric.  To date, no protests or petitions to intervene have been filed.  Finally, as per Order dated September 16, 2013, Administrative Law Judge Ember S. Jandebeur determined that the Application was unopposed and reassigned it to the Bureau of Technical Utility Services for appropriate action.



PPL Electric’s proposed project involves rebuilding approximately 24 miles of single-circuit 138/69 kV transmission line between the Lake Harmony 69-12 kV Substation and the Lake Naomi Tap Pole (Lake Harmony-Lake Naomi 138/69 kV Rebuild Project or the Project).  The Project will convert the existing line from single-circuit 138/69 kV to double-circuit 138/69 kV operation.  PPL Electric states that the line will be operated at 69 kV until load growth in the area makes it appropriate to increase the operating voltage to 138 kV.  



PPL Electric maintains that the line must connect to four existing substations and/or tap locations (Jack Frost 69-12 kV Substation, Arrowhead Lake Tap Pole, Wagners 69-12 kV Substation, and Lake Naomi 69-12 kV Substation) and one proposed 69-12 kV Substation (Long Pond 69-12 kV Substation – Docket No. A-2013-2347931).  PPL Electric asserts that the proposed new facilities will improve reliability of service for approximately 33,600 customers in the area and will also allow for improved operating flexibility for the PPL Electric Transmission System Operators to restore customer loads more promptly after a facility outage.  PPL Electric asserts that the Project will increase PPL Electric’s ability to restore service by transferring load in the event of outages of other transmission facilities.  Upon completion of the Project, together with the Northeast Pocono Reliability Project (Docket No. A-2012-2340872), PPL Electric contends that it will be able to restore service to all customers in a short period of time after an outage of the other transmission facilities. 



The existing Lake Harmony – Lake Naomi Transmission Line consists of six segments and extends 24.47 miles from the Lake Harmony 69-12 kV Substation to the Lake Naomi Tap Pole.  PPL Electric states that the Project area has seen significant population growth and PJM Interconnection, LLC (PJM – the regional transmission organization) projects a 1.1% annual future winter growth rate for the overall PPL zone.  Loss of single circuits on the existing Lake Harmony – Lake Naomi Line can cause interruptions of magnitudes exceeding the standards set forth in PPL Electric’s Reliability Principles and Practices (RP&P).   PPL Electric contends that the Project will resolve the RP&P transmission violations in the area because the new double circuit line will provide additional load transfer capability.  



PPL Electric states that, in general, the preferred route for the new line will be a replacement of the existing line, within the existing PPL Electric right-of-way.  The existing right-of-way varies in width generally between a minimum of 70 feet and a maximum of 100 feet, although there is a short section which is 200 feet in width.  The preferred route does contain an approximately one mile long re-route, away from the existing line outside of existing PPL Electric right-of-way, near the Wagners Substation.  The re-route section requires PPL Electric to acquire a new 100 foot wide right-of-way from two separate property owners.  The re-route section takes the proposed line away from the existing line’s path crossing Pocono Lake.  The Re-route allows for a less complex environmental permitting without the lake crossing and improves the future access and maintenance of the Line.  PPL Electric states that it has acquired one of the two required easements and has an agreement in principle with the Pennsylvania Game Commission for the other required easement.  If PPL Electric does not reach an agreement with the Pennsylvania Game Commission for the easement to allow for the Re-route, PPL Electric could continue to use the existing right-of-way for the Project.  PPL Electric avers that it does not need to acquire any other land rights in order to construct the Project. 




PPL Electric states that the reconstruction of this transmission line will include the removal of the existing structures and conductors, which will be replaced with new single-shaft steel poles and new conductors.  The existing line segment consists of 428 structures with an average span length of 290 feet.  The existing line pole heights can be characterized by grouping the pole heights as follows:  (1) for the Lake Naomi Tap the average pole height is 75 feet with a minimum of 55 feet and a maximum of 85 feet, (2) for the Lake Naomi – Wagners tie the average pole height is 80 feet with a minimum of 70 feet and a maximum of 90 feet, and (3) for the East Palmerton- Wagners section the average pole height is 70 feet with a minimum of 65 feet and a maximum pole height of 85 feet.  

PPL Electric indicates that the proposed line will be designed to accommodate double-circuit 138 kV capability per PPL Electric’s current 138 kV line specifications, supporting six (6) 556 kcmil 24/7 ACSR conductors and two 48 single mode fiber optical ground wire that will be supported in a vertical configuration.  Based on preliminary engineering, PPL Electric contends that the new line will require the installation of approximately 226 steel monopole structures with an average height of 115 feet.  The average spans between the structures will be approximately 600 feet.  The new structures will be made from self-weathering tubular steel equipped with steel arms and will be either direct embedded or installed on concrete caisson foundations as necessary.  
PPL Electric states that the purpose of this project is to resolve reliability violations that occur on the non-bulk electric system (non-BES) (69 kV) system serving a portion of the Northeast Region of PPL Electric’s service territory.  PPL Electric submitted the proposed Project to PJM for review and inclusion in the Regional Transmission Expansion Plan (RTEP), in May 2010.  The Project was presented before stakeholders at the Mid-Atlantic Sub-Regional RTEP meeting on June 2, 2010, approved by the PJM Board, and included in the 2010 RTEP Report as a baseline project.  

PPL Electric utilized a route selection process to evaluate the proposed project in regards to (1) built environment (land use/cultural) (2) natural environment (ecological), and (3) engineering consideration (engineering design and constructability).  Based on the results of the route selection study, the majority of the Project remains on the existing right-of-way except for a small section near the Wagners Substation which bypasses a lake crossing.  PPL Electric indicates that the purpose of the siting study for the proposed line was to identify an overhead electric transmission line alignment that minimizes the impact to the built and natural environment to the maximum extent practicable, while meeting the functional requirements and maintaining the technical and economic viability of the Project.   

PPL Electric indicates that during the siting process, efforts were made to minimize impacts on existing and future land uses, as well as avoid sensitive natural resources such as wetlands and streams.  PPL Electric avers that its proposal to rebuild the Lake Harmony-Lake Naomi Transmission Line primarily in the existing right-of-way will minimize impacts on rare, threatened or endangered species of plants and animals.  PPL Electric states that it will comply with any requirement for further conservation measures in the permitting process.  

There are no active railroads or airports within the Project area.  The nearest aviation facility - the Pocono Mountains Municipal Airport, is located approximately 1.5 miles northeast of the Project area.  PPL Electric states it will consult with the Federal Aviation Administration and the PennDOT Bureau of Aviation to ensure that the Project will not interfere with aviation operations. 

PPL Electric states that the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) has reviewed the proposed project and has determined that the Project will have no adverse effect on historic and archeological resources.   

PPL Electric avers that the project will be designed to meet, and generally exceed all National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) standards.  PPL Electric sets forth that the proposed Project will not create any unreasonable risk to the public health or safety.  

PPL Electric states that the estimated cost to site, design, and construct the proposed project is $33.3 million.  This project has a scheduled construction start date of September 2014, in order to meet the in-service date of December 2016. 



The formal PPL Electric Application and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting; THEREFORE,


IT IS ORDERED:
1. That the Application filed by PPL Electric Utilities Corporation with respect to the siting and reconstruction of the double circuit 138/69 kV Lake Harmony-Lake Naomi 138/69 kV Transmission Line in portions of Coolbaugh, Pocono, and Tobyhanna Townships, Monroe County and Kidder Township, Carbon County,  Pennsylvania, is hereby approved. 
2. That PPL Electric Utilities Corporation shall notify the Commission when PPL Electric Utilities Corporation reaches agreement with the Pennsylvania Game Commission regarding the easement for the Re-route near the Wagners Substation.  If PPL Electric Utilities Corporation does not reach agreement with the Pennsylvania Game Commission for this easement and decides to utilize the existing right-of-way, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation shall submit a Letter of Notification detailing the selected route.  

3. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2013-2367521 be closed.
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BY THE COMMISSION,







Rosemary Chiavetta







Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  December 5, 2013
ORDER ENTERED:  December 5, 2013
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