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BEFORE THE
PENNSYLAVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Duquesne Light Company Universal Service :

And Energy Conservation Plan For : Docket No.  M-2013-2350946
2014-2016 Submitted In Compliance With

52 Pa, Code §§ 54.74

REPLY COMMENTS
 OF THE
OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE

The Office of Consumer Advocate (OCA) files these Reply Comments pursuant to the
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission’s (Commission) directive in the Tentative Order
entered on December 19, 2013 at the above-referenced docket.

L. INTRODUCTION

On February 28, 2013, Duquesne Light Company (Duquesne or Company) filed the
above-captioned Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan (USECP or Plan) for 2014
through 2016, in accordance with the Commission’s regulations at 52 Pa. Code §§ 54.74-54.78,
relating to electric universal service and energy conservation requirements. Subsequently, on
June 28, 2013, Duquesne filed a Petition for Approval and Modiﬁca’tioﬁ of its 2014-2016 Plan
(“Amended Plan”) pursuant to the Commission’s Order entered on January 25, 2013 regarding

Duqguesne’s Petition for Approval of a Default Service Program and Procurement Plan for the

period June 1, 2013 through May 31, 2015 at Docket No. P-2012-2301664 and the

'implementation of a Customer Assistance Program (CAP) Shopping Plan. On December 19,
2013, the Commission entered its Tentative Order on the Plan which requested Comments from

interested parties. Pursuant to the Tentative Order, on January &, 2014, the OCA, Duquesne, and
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the Coalition for Affordable Utility Services and Energy Efficiency in Pennsylvania (CAUSE-
PA) filed Comments.

On August 2, 2013, Duquesne also filed Supplement No. 81 to Tariff Blectric — Pa.
P.U.C. No. 24 at Docket No. R-2013-2372129, seeking a distribution rate increase. On January
16, 2014, all but one of the parties to the proceeding filed the Joint Petition for Approval of Non-
Unanimous Settlement (Settlement) which addressed universal service issues including an
increase to the maximum CAP credit and an increase to the annual number of Low Income
Usage Reduction Program (LIURP) visits and the LIURP budget raised by CAUSE-PA in its
Comments. CAUSE-PA and the OCA are both signatories to the Settlement. The OCA submits
that the Settlement resolves these issues and that the Settlement resolution should be
incorporated into Duquesne’s Plan when it is approved.

The OCA responds to the Comments of CAUSE-PA as follows:
1L COMMENTS

The OCA responds to two issues raised by CAUSE-PA’s Comments: (1) that the
maximum that the CAP credit should be increased and (2) that the annual number of LIURP
visits should be increased. |

A, Maximum CAP Credit

In its Comments, CAUSE-PA requests that the maximum CAP credit be increased for
non-heating and heating CAP customers. Comments at 11-12. Duquesne’s maximum CAP
credit is currently set at $560 for non-heating CAP customers and $1400 for heating accounts.
Id. CAUSE-PA recommends that the maximum CAP credit amounts are too low and that the
maximum CAP credit levels should be increased and keyed to a set standard, such as relevant

energy prices and inflation. Id. at 12. CAUSE-PA also references the Commission’s proposed



increase to maximum CAP credit levels to $700 for non-heating customers and $1800 for electric

heating customers in the Commission’s Final Investigatory Order proceeding at Docket No. M-

00051923. The Commission to date has not adopted or implemented the proposed increases to
the maximum CAP credit levels.

As noted above, on January 16, 2014, the parties, including the OCA and CAUSE-PA,
filed the Joint Petition for Approval of Non-Unanimous Settlement (Settlement) at Docket No.
R-2013-2372129 in order to resolve Duquesne’s distribution rate increase filing. Included in the
Settlement are increases to the maximum CAP credit from the current $560 to $700 for non-
heating CAP customer accounts and from the current $1400 to $1800 for electric heating
accounts. The OCA supports the Settlement’s proposed maximum CAP credit increase as
discussed in the OCA’s Statement in Support to the Settlement filed in Docket No. R-2013-
2372129. The OCA submits that the Settlement commitment, énce approved, should be
reflected in Duquesne’s Plan.

B. Proposed Increase To The LIURP Annual Targets And Budget

In its Comments, CAUSE-PA proposes to increase the number of households targeted for
LIURP treatment from the current 2,555 households per year to approximately 3,100-3,700
households ?er year. CAUSE-PA Comments at 16. CAUSE-PA also proposes an increase in the
overall LIURP budget from $1,363,600 per year for the period of 2014-2016 to a maximum of
$1,975,800. Id.

As noted above, last week, on January 16, 2014, the parties, including the OCA and
CAUSE-PA, filed the Settlement at Docket No. R-2013-2372129 in order to resolve Duquesne’s
distribution rate increase filing. Included in the Settlement is an increase to the number of

households targeted for LIURP treatment from 2,555 households per year to 3,100 households



per year and the corresponding budget to meet the LIURP commitments. The OCA supports the
Settlement’s proposed increase to the annual targét of LIURP households targeted for treatment
and the corresponding budget to meet rthese commitments as discussed in the OCA’s Statement
in Support to the Settlement filed in Docket No. R-2013-2372129. The OCA submits that the
Settlement commitments, once adopted, should be reflected in Duquesne’s Plan.
.  CONCLUSION

WHEREFORE, the Office of Consumer Advocate respectfully requests that Duquesne’s
Universal Service and Energy Conservation Plan be approved in accordance with the Tentative
Order, with the OCA’s December 19, 2013 Commenfs, and the OCA’s Reply Comments here.

Respectfully Submitted,

Christy M. Appleby

Assistant Consumer Advocate
PA Attorney 1D. # 85824
E-Mail: CAppleby@paoca.org

Amy Hirakis

Assistant Consumer Advocate
PA Attorney 1.D. # 310094
E-Mail: AHirakis(@paoca.org

Counsel for:
Tanya J. McCloskey
Acting Consumer Advocate
Office of Consumer Advocate
5th Floor, Forum Place
555 Walnut Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923
Phone: (717) 783-5048
Fax: (717) 783-7152
DATE: Januwary 21, 2014
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Duquesne Light company Petition for :
Approval and Modification of its 2014- : Docket No. M-2013-2350946
2016 Universal Service and Energy :
Conservation Plan

I hereby certify that I have this day served a true copy of the foregoing document,
the Office of Consumer Advocate’s Reply Comments, upon parties of record in this proceeding
in accordance with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code Section 1.54 (relating to service by a
participant), in the manner and upon the persons listed below:

Dated this 21st day of January 2014.

SERVICE BY E-MAIL and INTEROFFICE MAIL

Charles Daniel Shields, Senior Prosecutor
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
Commonwealth Keystone Building

400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

SERVICE BY E-MAIL and FIRST CLASS MAIL

Tishekia Williams, Esq.
Duguesne Light Company
411 Seventh Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Sharon E. Webb, Esq.

Office of Small Business Advocate
Commerce Building, Suite 1102
300 North Second Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101



Charles E. Thomas III, Esq.
Thomas T. Niesen, Esqg.

Thomas, Long, Niesen & Kennard
212 Locust St., Suite 500

P.O. Box 9500

Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500

Victor P. Stabile, Esq.
Dilworth Paxson LLP
112 Market Street, 8" FI. .
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Brian R. Greene, Esq.
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707 East Main St., Suite 1025
Richmond, VA 23219

Patrick M. Cicero, Esq.
Harry S. Geller, Esq.
118 Locust Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101

Theodore S. Robinson, Esg.
Citizen Power

2121 Murray Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Amy M. Klodowski, Esq.
FirstEnergy Solutions Corp.
800 Cabin Hill Dr.
Greensburg, PA 15601

Brian J. Knipe, Esq.
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76 S. Main Street
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Gary A. Jeffries, Esq.
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501 Martindale Street, Suite 400
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Amy Hamilton

Director, Market Initiatives
Exelon Corporation

300 Exelon Way

Kennett Square, PA 19348

Todd S. Stewart, Esq.

William E. Lehman, Esq.
Hawke, McKeon & Sniscak LLP
100 N. 10" Street

P.O. Box 1778

Harrisburg, PA 17101

Vincent A. Parisi, Esq.
1GS Energy

6100 Emerald Parkway
Dublin, OH 43016

Pamela C. Polacek, Esq.

Teresa K. Schmittberger, Esq.
McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC
100 Pine Street

P.O. Box 1166

Harrisburg, PA 17108-1166

Divesh Gupta, Esq.

Constellation Energy Group, Inc.
100 Constellation Way, Suite 500C
Baltimore, MD 21202



Stephen L. Huntoon, Esq.

NextEra Energy Resources, LLC

801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W _, Suite 220
Washington, D.C. 20001

Brian Kalcic
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225 S, Meramec Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63105

David 1. Fein
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E-Mail: CApplebv@paoca.org

Amy E. Hirakis

Assistant Consumer Advocate
PA Attorney LD, # 310094
E-Mail: AHirakis@paoca.org

Counsel for

Office of Consumer Advocate
555 Walnut Street

5th Floor, Forum Place
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923
Phone: (717) 783-5048

Fax: (717) 783-7152
172906



