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PREHEARING CONFERENCE ORDER

These appeals have been identified by Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. as raising common issues of law and fact.  The purpose of this prehearing conference is to develop a litigation procedure for evidentiary hearings and to determine whether it is appropriate to consolidate these matters for the purposes of hearing and/or decision.

The Office of Administrative Law Judge scheduled a telephonic prehearing conference in this case for Tuesday, February 25, 2014 at 10 a.m.  To participate in the hearing, you must dial the toll-free number listed below.  You will be prompted to enter a PIN number, which is also listed below.  You will be asked to speak your name and then the telephone system will connect you to the hearing.  If you have any witnesses you want to have present during the hearing, you must provide them with the telephone number and PIN number. 

Toll-free Bridge Number: 1-855-750-1027
PIN Number: 341525

You must call into the hearing on the scheduled day and time.  If you fail to do so, your case will be dismissed.  You will not be called by the Administrative Law Judge.

In preparation for that conference, the parties are hereby directed to comply with the following requirements:

1. A request for a change of the scheduled prehearing conference date must be submitted in writing no later than five (5) working days prior to the prehearing conference.  52 Pa.Code § 1.15(b).  You must contact all other parties when seeking a continuance.  Your request must include the concurrence or objection of each party to your request.  Requests for changes of initial prehearing conferences must be sent to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge, Piatt Place – Suite 220, 301 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222.  Only the undersigned Administrative Law Judge or OALJ Scheduling Staff may grant a request for a change of a prehearing conference.  Such changes are granted only in rare situations where sufficient cause exists.  Requests for changes of subsequent prehearing conferences or hearings, if any, should also be served directly on the Administrative Law Judge.

2. Please review the regulation pertaining to prehearing conferences, 52 Pa.Code § 5.222, and in particular, subsection (d) which provides:

(d)	Parties and counsel will be expected to attend the conference fully prepared for a useful discussion of all problems involved in the proceeding, both procedural and substantive, and fully authorized to make commitments with respect thereto. 

(1)	The preparation must include submission of a prehearing memorandum and list:

(i)	The presently identified issues.

(ii)	The names and addresses of the witnesses.

(iii)	The proposed area of testimony of each witness.

(2)	The preparation may include:

(i)	Development of a proposed procedural schedule.

(ii)	Advance study of all relevant materials.

(iii) Advance informal communication between the parties, including requests for additional data and information, to the extent it appears feasible and desirable.  

(iv) Settlement prospects.

(v) Stipulations between or amongst the parties. 

(vi) Preparation, handling and submission of expert testimony. 

(vii) Amount of evidentiary hearing time required. 

3. Please review the regulations relating to discovery, specifically 52 Pa.Code § 5.331(b), which provides, inter alia, that “[a] party shall initiate discovery as early in the proceedings as reasonably possible,” and 52 Pa.Code § 5.322, which encourages parties to exchange information on an informal basis.  I urge all parties to cooperate in discovery.  Such cooperation is preferable to numerous or protracted discovery disagreements, which require the presiding officer’s participation for resolution.  Please be aware there are limitations on discovery and sanctions for abuse of the discovery process.  52 Pa.Code §§ 5.361, 5.371‑5.372. 

4. Pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.21 & 1.22, you may represent yourself, if you are an individual, or you may have an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, or admitted Pro Hac Vice, represent you.  Pursuant to 52 Pa.Code §§ 1.21 & 1.22, an individual is not required to have a lawyer present for the Formal complaint process before the Public Utility Commission.  You may represent yourself.  However, if you are interested in receiving legal representation, you may contact the Widener Harrisburg Civil Law Clinic located at 3605 Vartan Way, Harrisburg, PA 17110, by phone at 717-541-0320 or via email at lawclinichb@mail.widener.edu.  Based on your income, legal representation may be available to you at no cost or a reduced fee.  For additional information see Widener Harrisburg's Civil Law Clinic's website:  http://law.widener.edu/Academics/ClinicalProgramsandProfessionalTraining/Clinics/HarrisburgCivilLawClinic.aspx

5. However, if you are a partnership, limited liability company, corporation, trust, association or governmental agency or subdivision, you must have an attorney represent you in this proceeding.  Unless you are an attorney, you may not represent someone else. 

6. You must serve the presiding Administrative Law Judge directly with a copy of any document that you file in this proceeding.  If you send me any correspondence or document, you must send a copy to all other parties.  For your convenience, a copy of the Commission’s current service list of the parties to this proceeding is enclosed with this Order.



Date:  January 31, 2014				_____________________________
					Mary D. Long
					Administrative Law Judge
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