BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Donna and Stephen Beck				:		C-2012-2328601
							:
	v.						:		
							:
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.			:


Mike Kusturiss, Jr.					:		C-2013-2385910
							:		C-2013-2391855
	v.						:		
							:
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.			:
						

John Ombres 						:		C-2013-2393183
							:
	v.						:		
							:
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.			:


Ronald Sherrard					:		C-2013-2394500
							:
	v.						:		
							:
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.			:



INTERIM ORDER
FOLLOWING PREHEARING CONFERENCE

On September 30, 2013 and November 7, 2013, Mike Kusturiss, Jr. filed formal complaints against Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., challenging the company’s determination to discontinue “dual fuel” service to two properties owned by Mr. Kusturiss.  Columbia filed timely answers to the complaints, contending that its tariff permitted the termination of dual fuel service.  By hearing notice dated November 18, 2013, the complaints were assigned to me and scheduled for hearing on January 15, 2014.  
By letter dated January 9, 2014, Columbia filed a motion for a continuance of the Kusturiss hearing in order to provide the parties with the opportunity to consider the impact of the initial decision of Judge Elizabeth Barnes which dismissed a complaint which also challenged Columbia’s termination of dual fuel service in Gaskin v. Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., PUC Docket No. C-2013-2367940 (Final Order entered December 24, 2013).  Columbia also identified three other formal complaints which involved the same issue:  Donna and Stephen Beck v. Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., PUC Docket No. C-2012-2328601; John Ombres v. Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., PUC Docket No. C-2013-2393183; and Ronald Sherrard v. Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc., PUC Docket No. C-2013-2394500.

The January 15, 2014 hearing was cancelled.  The complaints of the Becks, Mr. Ombres and Mr. Sherrard were assigned to me.  I scheduled a telephonic prehearing conference on February 25, 2014.  A prehearing conference order dated January 31, 2014 explained the purpose of the prehearing conference was to agree upon and schedule further proceedings as necessary in the above complaints and notified the complainants that if they failed to appear and participate, their complaints could be dismissed.

On January 31, 2014, Columbia filed a motion for summary judgment seeking dismissal of each of the complaints on the basis of the Gaskin decision.  Mr. Kusturiss, through his attorney David Bayard Wolf, Esquire, filed a timely response on February 14, 2014.  No other complainant responded to the motion.

The prehearing conference convened as scheduled.  Mrs. Donna Beck appeared pro se.  Mr. Wolf appeared on behalf of Mr. Kusturiss.  Robert J. Taylor, Esquire appeared on behalf of John Ombres and Larry Crayne, Esquire appeared on behalf of Columbia.  Mr. Sherrard did not appear.

Following a discussion with the parties it appears that several of the complaints are likely to settle amicably.  Mr. Taylor requested leave to file a late response to Columbia’s motion for summary judgment on behalf of Mr. Ombres.  Mr. Crayne made a motion to dismiss the complaint of Ronald Sherrard due to his failure to appear at the conference.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

That proceedings on the complaint of Donna and Stephen Beck at PUC Docket No. C-2012-2328601, are stayed in order to provide the parties with an opportunity to complete settlement negotiations.  Unless a certificate of satisfaction is filed, Columbia shall file a status report on or before April 11, 2014, which details the efforts that have been made to resolve the dispute and whether further litigation proceedings are necessary.

That proceedings on the complaint of Mike Kusturris, Jr. at PUC Docket Nos. C-2013-2385910 and C-2013-2391855, are stayed in order to provide the parties with an opportunity to complete settlement negotiations.  Unless a certificate of satisfaction is filed, Columbia shall file a status report on or before April 11, 2014, which details the efforts that have been made to resolve the dispute and whether further litigation proceedings are necessary.

That John Ombres, PUC Docket No. C-2013-2393183, shall file a response to Columbia’s motion for summary judgment on or before March 14, 2014.  

That the motion to dismiss the complaint of Ronald Sherrard at PUC Docket No. C-2013-2394500 is taken under advisement.  A ruling will be issued by separate order.  

5.	That in accordance with Commission policy encouraging settlements, pending resolution of the motion for summary judgment and the motion to dismiss, Columbia Gas is directed to contact complainants Ombres and Sherrard in order to discuss an amicable resolution of their disputes.  52 Pa.Code § 5.231.


Date:  February 26, 2014				_______________________________
					Mary D. Long
					Administrative Law Judge
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