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1 P R O C E E D I N G S 

2 ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE FRED R. NENE: This i s the 

3 time f o r the f i r s t of three p u b l i c input hearings i n the 

A matter of the amended a p p l i c a t i o n of Duquesne L i g h t . The 

5 docket number i s A-110150F0031. This i s f o r the c i t i n g and 

6 c o n s t r u c t i o n of 138,000 v o l t l i n e i n Hampton, McCandless 

7 and Ross Townships. 

8 We have scheduled a hearing f o r the p u b l i c to 

9 express t h e i r concerns concerning t h i s proposal. We w i l l 

10 have another hearing t o n i g h t at 7:00, and there w i l l be a 

11 hearing tomorrow, another o p p o r t u n i t y f o r the p u b l i c t o 

12 t e s t i f y , at 7:00 tomorrow n i g h t . 

13 There w i l l be e v i d e n t i a r y hearings scheduled i n . t h e 

14 State O f f i c e B u i l d i n g July 11th, 12th and 13th i f 

15 necessary. At t h a t time, the Duquesne L i g h t , Applicant, 

16 w i l l present t o the Commission the evidence of s p e c i f i c a l l y 

17 where t h i s l i n e i s going and a l l the d e t a i l s , as t h e i r 

18 s t a t u t o r y requirements compel them t o do. They have t o 

19 show t h a t t h i s i s a necessary l i n e , t h a t the impact w i l l be 

20 minimal and t h a t t h i s i s most p r o p i t i o u s route f o r the 

21 placement of t h i s l i n e . I t ' s about a f i v e - m i l e l i n e . 

22 On my r i g h t here i s the court r e p o r t e r , and f a r t h e r 

23 down there are some employees and counsel f o r Duquesne 

24 L i g h t . I'm going t o ask, when we get there, f o r Regina 

25 Sestak, the counsel , to present a short o u t l i n e of where 
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1 t h i s l i n e i s going t o go and where you can f i n d raore 

2 d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n concerning placement. 

3 Also, you might have some p a r t i c u l a r questions t h a t 

4 representatives of the company can address e i t h e r on the 

5 record or aside i f you want to t a l k on the side. 

6 There's three ways you can p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s 

7 proceeding. The f i r s t way and the way th a t we develop a 

8 record, i s t h a t i f you wish to t e s t i f y , you would be sworn 

9 i n or a f f i r m t h a t your testimony w i l l be the t r u t h and then 

10 make the statement. Any statement you make w i l l be taken 

11 down verbatim, as everything else i s , and t h a t w i l l be 

12 presented t o the Commission. 

13 I f you do t e s t i f y under those c o n d i t i o n s , you can be 

14 cross examined by Ms. Sestak. She can ask you questions 

15 concerning your testimony t o help broaden i t . 

16 I f you don't want t o be sworn, you can j u s t make a 

17 statement and t h a t statement won't be made p a r t of the 

18 record, but we w i l l l i s t e n t o i t . Or, you can j u s t 

19 p a r t i c i p a t e by l i s t e n i n g . 

20 1 don't know t h a t I introduced myself. My name i s 

21 Fred Nene. The Commission has assigned t h i s case to me to 

22 develop a record and to make an i n i t i a l d e c i s i o n based on 

23 the f a c t s t h a t are developed. That i n i t i a l d e c i s i o n goes 

24 to the Pennsylvania Public U t i l i t y Commission, and there 

25 w i l l be an op p o r t u n i t y f o r Complainants or p r o t e s t a n t s to 
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f i l e exceptions to t h a t , or f o r the company to f i l e 

exceptions t o the recommended dec i s i o n t h a t I give t o the 

Commission. The Commission then makes t h e i r own d e c i s i o n 

based on the record presented to them. 

As I say, there were some p r o t e s t a n t s who f i l e d 

formal p r o t e s t s t o the a p p l i c a t i o n . There are about f i v e 

at t h i s p o i n t , and there are two formal Complainants. They 

w i l l be t r e a t e d e x a c t l y the same. 

Those i n d i v i d u a l s w i l l be presenting evidence at the 

t e c h n i c a l hearings t h a t we have i n Jul y , and they w i l l be 

cross examining the witnesses t h a t the company presents. 

They w i l l be presenting witnesses who, i n t u r n , w i l l be 

cross examined by the company. 

With t h a t , I would ask Ms. Regina Sestak t o t e l l us 

b r i e f l y what the l i n e i s and where the residents can o b t a i n 

f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . 

MS. SESTAK: Thank you, Your Honor. My name i s 

Regina Sestak. I'm the attorney f o r Duquesne Light Company 

i n t h i s matter. 

Just by way of background, no p u b l i c u t i l i t y may 

construct a high-voltage l i n e i n the s t a t e of Pennsylvania 

without p r i o r permission of the Public U t i l i t y Commission. 

A high-voltage l i n e i s defined as any overhead l i n e w i t h a 

voltage greater t h a t 100 k i l o - v o l t s . 

I n deciding whether or not to permit a p u b l i c 
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1 u t i l i t y t o construct such a l i n e , the Public U t i l i t y 

2 Commission considers the present and f u t u r e necessity, the 

3 sa f e t y of the l i n e , the l i n e ' s impact and the a v a i l a b i l i t y 

4 of a l t e r n a t e routes. 

5 Duquesne Light Company contracted w i t h an outside 

6 consultant s k i l l e d i n the s i t i n g o f transmission l i n e s and 

7 received a number of a l t e r n a t i v e routes as w e l l i n f o r m a t i o n 

8 concerning the impact of each a l t e r n a t i v e . Based upon t h i s 

9 study, Duquesne Light Company chose the l i n e t h a t i s 

10 described i n Duquesne L i g h t Company's amended a p p l i c a t i o n . 

11 Very b r i e f l y , t h a t l i n e begins at Duquesne L i g h t ' s 

12 Wildwood s u b s t a t i o n i n Hampton Township, f o l l o w s an access 

13 road f o r approximately 400 fe e t and then goes southward 

14 f o l l o w i n g the eastern boundary of North Park f o r 

15 approximately 3900 f e e t . 

16 I t then turns southwest, f o l l o w s and e x i s t i n g 23 kV 

17 sub-transmission l i n e of Duquesne L i g h t through North Park. 

18 I t then turns westward, f o l l o w s the southern boundary of 

19 North Park f o r approximately 1600 f e e t . 

20 I t goes on from there t o Peebles Road, f o l l o w s 

21 Peebles southwest and then f o l l o w s and e x i s t i n g property 

22 right-of-way f o r approximately 1600 f e e t and g e n e r a l l y 

23 f o l l o w s Ringeisen Road and Duncan Avenue to the major 

24 i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h Thompson Run Road, Duncan Avenue and 

25 Ferguson Road. 
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1 The l i n e continues southward f o l l o w i n g Thompson Run 

•2 Road f o r about 5100 f e e t before i t enters Ross Township. 

3 I t continues to f o l l o w Thompson Run Road f o r another 5400 

4 feet and then turns east f o r 600 f e e t on Duquesne L i g h t ' s 

5 property t o Duquesne L i g h t Company's North Substation. 

6 The purpose of these hearings here today i s to 

7 provide i n f o r m a t i o n to the assigned Public U t i l i t y 

8 Commission Judge, Fred Nene, who w i l l make an i n i t i a l 

9 d e c i s i o n as to whether or not to allow Duquesne L i g h t to 

10 construct the l i n e . 

11 Here w i t h me today are two Duquesne L i g h t Company 

12 engineers who are involved i n t h i s p r o j e c t . I have beside 

13 me, Homer Zucconi, who i s a system planner. He i s the 

14 engineer i n charge of the p r o j e c t to upgrade the Duquesne 

15 Light Wildwood Substation which makes t h i s l i n e necessary. 

16 Beside him i s Paul Cass, who i s the p r i n c i p a l engineer 

17 responsible f o r designing the f a c i l i t i e s along the proposed 

1 8 l i n e . 

19 I n a d d i t i o n , i f you have questions here today t h a t 

20 are not d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to the Wildwood Substation 

21 p r o j e c t , we have Duquesne L i g h t Company employees who are 

22 a v a i l a b l e to address those questions; s p e c i f i c a l l y , Irene 

23 Krepps, i n the b r i g h t blue j a c k e t near the w a l l , i s a 

24 customer service s p e c i a l i s t who would be able to address 

25 issues such as b i l l i n g and payment and other customer 
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service issues, and Pam Niehaus i n the back, who i s the 

person i n charge of our l o c a l service center and i s 

responsible f o r the ac t u a l p r o v i s i o n of service i n t h i s 

area. 

I n a d d i t i o n , any media representatives who wish t o 

obtai n f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n may speak to Rich Sieber, who i s 

s i t t i n g i n the back i n a blue s h i r t , and any governmental 

representatives who wish t o obta i n f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n may 

speak w i t h e i t h e r John Laudenslager or Adam Goldbach, both 

of whom are s i t t i n g i n the back. Thank you. 

JUDGE NENE: As Ms. Sestak said, the purpose of 

t h i s i s t o gather some i n f o r m a t i o n and some p u b l i c opinion. 

I requested t h a t anybody who would l i k e t o t e s t i f y could 

sign i n . Nobody has signed i n . 

S i r , would you l i k e t o sign in? 

MR. MILLER: Yes, I w i l l s i g n i n . 

JUDGE NENE': As you are doing t h a t , l e t me j u s t 

continue by saying you are fr e e t o say anything you want on 

the record, but the court r e p o r t e r , i f she i s going t o 

t r a n s c r i b e i t , i s going t o have t o know who you are. 

I f you want to t a l k t o the I n d i v i d u a l s pointed out 

by Ms. Sestak, i f you want t o t a l k t o them on the side, 

t h a t ' s f i n e and you need not s t a t e your name f o r the record 

here, but as I say, i f you want to t e s t i f y under oath, you 

w i l l have t o s t a t e your name and proceed from there. 
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S i r , you are? 

MR. MILLER: My name i s Mr. Paul M i l l e r . 

3 JUDGE NENE: Mr. M i l l e r , would you ra i s e your r i g h t 

4 hand? 

Whereupon, 

PAUL MILLER 

having been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

9 JUDGE NENE: Please s t a r t by s t a t i n g your name and 

10 address. 

11 THE WITNESS: I'm Paul M i l l e r , and I l i v e at 1945 

12 Shady Oak C i r c l e , which the l i n e s run r i g h t through my back 

13 yard. They a c t u a l l y cut my property i n h a l f p r e t t y much. 

14 I j u s t have a couple I mean, evidence-wise, these 

15 l i n e s are w i t h i n 25 f e e t of the corner of our home. They 

16 are w i t h i n 15 fe e t of the corner of our p a t i o , and our 

17 c h i l d ' s swing set i s r i g h t underneath. 

18 I don't have the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s t o speak on any k i n d 

19 of hea l t h issues and t h a t type of matter, but from the 

20 standpoint when you look at the a c t u a l map, and I have seen 

21 t h a t on several occasions, i t , t o me, doesn't look t o be to 

22 scale. I t looks as i f , by t h a t map, the l i n e s are very, 

23 very f a r back i n the property, and they are not. They are 

24 very close. My neighbor's a d d i t i o n , they run r i g h t over 

25 top of his a d d i t i o n . So, t h a t ' s the one po i n t t h a t I would 
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l i k e t o make, th a t they seem t o look on the map t o be very 

• f a r back i n the property. 

JUDGE NENE: Let me i n t e r r u p t you. Are there l i n e s 

e x i s t e n t there now? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, there's an e x i s t i n g l i n e , which 

they have a right-of-way t h a t was purchased back i n 

whenever, e a r l y 1900s, t h a t had i n i t i a l l y j u s t about a 

f i v e - k i l o w a t t or whatever. I t went to 23, now 135. 

My other comment i s th a t I f e e l t h a t we had an 

access -- or we had a right-of-way f o r an access road back 

between these p r o p e r t i e s , and now we want t o b u i l d a f o u r -

lane highway, and i t j u s t doesn't seem reasonable t o me to 

be able to put t h a t much there. 

I d i d contact Duquesne L i g h t at one p o i n t and they 

came. Regina came and some other engineers and such came. 

They looked at the p o s s i b i l i t y of moving those l i n e s t o the 

back of our property. Of course, they w i l l have t o have 

the agreement of everybody, the s i x or eight houses there 

t h a t i t a f f e c t s . 

To me, t h a t seemed to be, at le a s t i f t h i s route i s 

s t i l l i n use, t h a t seems t o be a reasonable request, t o 

have t h i s pole removed and put i t i n the back of prop e r t y . 

That's r e a l l y a l l I have to say as f a r as r e l a t e d t o 

my property. 

JUDGE NENE: You said, Mr. M i l l e r , you had 

0 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y ( 7 1 7 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



• 

9 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h Duquesne L i g h t . Are those d i s c u s s i o n s 

f i n i s h e d , o r i s t h e r e s t i l l . . . 

THE WITNESS: W e l l , t h e came and th e y v i s i t e d and 

the l o o k e d a t t h a t o p t i o n , and i t seemed t o be t h a t i t 

might have been f a v o r a b l e i n t h e i r eyes. I mean, they 

l i t e r a l l y have gone down t h e r e and th e y have surveyed. 

There are st a k e s and r i b b o n s t h a t t h e y i d e n t i f i e d f o r . . . 

JUDGE NENE: For an a l t e r n a t e path? 

THE WITNESS: To move these l i n e s back t o these --

t h e r e are about seven o r e i g h t p r o p e r t i e s where i t comes 

down t h r o u g h Wildwood G o l f Course p r o p e r t y and t h e n by 

about e i g h t o f our p r o p e r t i e s and t h e n i t goes down over 

the h i l l o nto Peebles Road. My c o n t e n t i o n was, l e t ' s g et 

t h i s i n the back o f t h e p r o p e r t i e s and do what you want 

w i t h i t back t h e r e . 

JUDGE NENE: I s t h e r e any consensus among your 

neighbors? 

THE WITNESS: Not r e a l l y , n ot a t t h i s p o i n t . I t 

would be t h e l a s t d i t c h -- I t h i n k , i n most o f t h e i r minds, 

i t would be t h e l a s t o p t i o n . Most people would p r e f e r i t 

not t o come our r o u t e , b ut i f i t was t h e w o r s t case 

s c e n a r i o , t h e y would p r o b a b l y opt f o r t h a t o p t i o n t o have 

i t i n t h e back o f t h e woods t h e r e . 

JUDGE NENE: You are r e f e r r i n g t o t h e o p t i o n t h a t 

you would p r e f e r ? 
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1 THE WITNESS: Yeah, I would and I've t a l k e d t o 

2 others and they've said, as a l a s t r e s o r t they p o s s i b l y 

3 would agree w i t h t h a t , but the main issue i s t h a t we do not 

4 want the l i n e coming t h i s route at a l l . 

5 JUDGE NENE: Ms. Sestak, do you have any questions? 

6 MS. SESTAK: No, Your Honor. 

JUDGE NENE: Do you have anything that you want t o 

say about n e g o t i a t i o n s on t h i s area of Shady Oak C i r c l e ? 

9 MS. SESTAK: Your Honor, we d i d go out. By we, I 

10 mean myself and various other Duquesne L i g h t Company 

11 employees. We went out, we met w i t h several of the 

12 r e s i d e n t s . One of our crews staked a possible a l t e r n a t e 

13 route closer t o the end of the property l i n e s . 

14 I t ' s my understanding t h a t an attorney i n our r e a l 

15 estate department was i n the process o f sending out o f f e r s 

16 of an o p t i o n agreement to purchase a right- o f - w a y at the 

17 f u r t h e r back l o c a t i o n , which, of course, would be 

18 contingent -- moving the l i n e i s contingent upon both 

19 g e t t i n g approval of the s i t i n g of the l i n e and the 

20 agreement of a l l the a f f e c t e d neighbors. 

21 The l i n e can't zigzag from one house t o another. 

22 Not only would i t be problematic f o r a number of reasons, 

23 but i t would r e q u i r e a l o t of a d d i t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s t o keep 

24 the poles from being p u l l e d toward the center. 

25 JUDGE NENE: Mr. M i l l e r , anything else? 

<1 
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THE WITNESS: No, t h a t ' s a l l . 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you, s i r . 

(Witness excused.) 

Anybody e l s e t h a t would l i k e t o t e s t i f y , make a 

statement on t h e r e c o r d ? 

MR. POZZUTO: Yes. 

JUDGE NENE: Yes, s i r . 

MR. POZZUTO: I'm George Pozzuto. I'm r e p r e s e n t i n g 

E q u i t a b l e Gas Company. 

JUDGE NENE: Would you s p e l l t h a t , Mr. Pozzuto? 

MR. POZZUTO: P-o-z-z-u-t-o. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

MR. POZZUTO: I have no o b j e c t i o n whatsoever t o t h e 

placement o f t h e l i n e . I j u s t wanted t o say t h a t we do 

have d i s t r i b u t i o n f a c i l i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e p r o j e c t and... 

JUDGE NENE: E q u i t a b l e Gas? 

MR. POZZUTO: Yes, s i r . I j u s t wanted i t n o t e d 

t h a t we are i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e p r o j e c t and we w i l l work w i t h 

Duquesne L i g h t . I f t h e r e a re any l i n e s t h a t need t o be 

r e l o c a t e d , j u s t l e t us know i n advance and we w i l l work 

w i t h you. 

JUDGE NENE: Are you here i n your o f f i c i a l c a p a c i t y 

as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f E q u i t a b l e ? 

MR. POZZUTO: Yes, s i r . I'm a government 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r E q u i t a b l e Gas. 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y ( 7 1 7 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



86 

1 JUDGE NENE: Thank you. Ms. Sestak, do you have 

2 any q u e s t i o n s ? 

3 MS. SESTAK: No, Your Honor. Your Honor, may I 

4 c l a r i f y something t h a t I s a i d e a r l i e r ? 

5 JUDGE NENE: Yes, su r e . 

6 MS. SESTAK: I b e l i e v e I s a i d t h a t an a t t o r n e y i n 

7 our r e a l e s t a t e department was w o r k i n g on p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r 

8 o p t i o n agreements on th e Shady Oak C i r c l e m a t t e r . 

9 A c t u a l l y , i t ' s an a t t o r n e y i n t h e l e g a l u n i t a c t i n g on 

10 b e h a l f o f th e p a r t o f th e company t h a t c o n t r o l s r e a l e s t a t e 

11 a c q u i s i t i o n s . 

12 JUDGE NENE: Okay, b u t o v e r a l l , t h i s i s s t i l l an 

13 open i s s u e r e g a r d i n g Shady Oak C i r c l e ? 

14 MS. SESTAK: Yes. 

15 JUDGE NENE: Okay. I t ' s an a w f u l l y r a i n y day. I 

16 sure would l i k e somebody e l s e t o say something t h a t would 

17 shed some l i g h t on t h i s l i n e . I expect a l a r g e r crowd t h i s 

18 e v e n i n g and maybe tomorrow ev e n i n g , b u t we want t o develop 

19 a r e c o r d o f th e people who are most a f f e c t e d by t h i s 

20 proposed a p p l i c a t i o n . 

21 Yes, s i r ? 

22 MR. COOK: I don't have any t e s t i m o n y as t o . . . 

23 JUDGE NENE: Do you want t o s t a t e your name and do 

24 you want t o be sworn? 

25 MR. COOK: I f I can g i v e an o p i n i o n , yes. 
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JUDGE NENE: Yes, sure, we want o p i n i o n s . 

Whereupon, 

DONALD M. COOK 

ha v i n g been d u l y sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

JUDGE NENE: J u s t s t a t e your name and address f o r 

th e r e c o r d . 

THE WITNESS: My name i s Donald M. Cook. I l i v e a t 

8265 Thompson Run Road. 

I'm g o i n g t o have t o ask you t o s p e l l 

Donald M. Cook? 

Your name and t h e s t r e e t . 

D-o-n-a-l-d M. C-o-o-k, 8265 Thompson 

JUDGE NENE: 

t h a t . 

THE WITNESS 

JUDGE NENE: 

THE WITNESS 

Run Road, 

JUDGE NENE: Okay, thank you. 

THE WITNESS: I have p o l e t h a t s i t s about 40 f e e t 

from my f r o n t door. I t ' s w i t h i n two f e e t o f my driveway 

e n t r a n c e , I ' v e had some e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h high-power l i n e s 

i n Rochester, New York. That's where I'm from. I ' v e been 

here about e i g h t y e a r s . 

I d i d see two o f my coworkers, t h a t t h e y p u t h i g h -

power l i n e s t h r o u g h t h e i r p r o p e r t y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , s e l l i n g 

t h e p r o p e r t y -- i t had a b i g impact on s e l l i n g t h e 

p r o p e r t y . 
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I know t h a t t h e y are s a y i n g t h e r a d i a t i o n -- I know 

n o t h i n g about t he h e a l t h f a c t o r s . The t h i n g i s , i n t h e 

p u b l i c mind when you are b u y i n g a house, t h a t ' s v e r y 

dominant. For people who have c h i l d r e n -- I d o n ' t , b u t 

o t h e r people s e l l i n g a house or b u y i n g a house do. 

I n r e a l i t y , t h a t l i n e , f o r two reasons -- my p o i n t 

i s i t ' s n ot i n a good l o c a t i o n . Most o f t h e people on 

Thompson Run are w i t h i n 65 f e e t o f t h a t . 

I don't know what t he e x t e n s i o n o f t h e p o l e s have t o 

be. Can you t e l l me t h a t ? 

MS. SESTAK: Would you l i k e us t o respond, Your 

Honor? 

JUDGE NENE: Yes, I would l i k e you t o respond. 

MS. SESTAK: Mr. Cass. 

MR. CASS: The p o l e s r i g h t now, I b e l i e v e , a re i n 

the range o f about 5 0 - f o o t average s i z e . That's p o l e 

l e n g t h which i n c l u d e s imbeddment, so i t ' s p r o b a b l y 42 f e e t 

or something l i k e t h a t average. We w i l l be g o i n g w i t h 

p r o b a b l y 75- t o 8 0 - f o o t p o l e s , which a g a i n would be 

imbedded, so the p o l e above ground w i l l be about 65 f e e t , 

about 20 t o 25 f e e t t a l l e r t h a n t he e x i s t i n g ones. 

THE WITNESS: There seems t o be t o be a l o t o f 

p e r s o n a l problems here. What i f one o f those p o l e s g e t s 

c l i p p e d ? You are t a l k i n g about a 6 5 - f o o t p o l e and 5 0 - f o o t 

s e c t i o n . Where's i t g o i n g t o go, my house, n e i g h b o r ' s 
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house? You get a 135,000-volt l i n e h i t t i n g t h e ground, 

something i s g o i n g t o happen. 

JUDGE NENE: You can respond i f you want, o r Ms. 

Sestak, you can respond. 

MS. SESTAK: Your Honor, t h a t i s s p e c u l a t i v e . I t 

would depend on a l o t o f t h i n g s , i n c l u d i n g t h e type o f 

p o l e , t he f o r c e w i t h which i t ' s s t r u c k , what s t r i k e s i t . 

I'm not c e r t a i n t h a t Mr. Cass can a c c u r a t e l y answer t h a t . 

JUDGE NENE: Yes, I can't e i t h e r . You s a i d t h a t 

t h i s p o l e i s l o c a t e d two f e e t from your garage? 

THE WITNESS: No, i t ' s e x a c t l y two f e e t from my 

driveway e n t r a n c e , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 55 f e e t f r o m my f r o n t 

p o r c h as i t i s now. 

There i s a p o l e t h e r e , though? 

Oh, yes. 

I t hasn't been h i t ? 

No, b u t one up t h e r o a d was. I f you 

j u s t t a k e a l o o k a t t h e r e c o r d s i n McCandless... 

JUDGE NENE: J u s t f o r t h e r e c o r d , a re you on a 

s e c t i o n o f Thompson Run Road where i t ' s a s t r a i g h t - a w a y ? 

THE WITNESS: I t ' s a s t r a i g h t - a w a y . I t goes down 

and comes back up. 

JUDGE NENE: A c c i d e n t s are so s p e c u l a t i v e anyway, 

t h e y can happen anywhere. 

THE WITNESS: I und e r s t a n d . 

JUDGE NENE: 

THE WITNESS: 

JUDGE NENE: 

THE WITNESS: 

4i 
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JUDGE NENE: That's a concern. I can see your 

concern. 

THE WITNESS: With t h e r a i s i n g o f t h e p o l e , i n 

r e a l i t y , t h a t t h i n g h i t s t h e ground, something i s g o i n g t o 

go. You know i t and I know i t . I mean, you know, t h e wet 

weather, who knows what's g o i n g t o happen. 

I n r e a l i t y , I wouldn't p ut a l i n e l i k e t h a t w i t h i n 

200 yards o f a house. I'm s o r r y , b ut t h a t ' s how I f e e l . I 

seen done i n Rochester and I know what happened t h e r e . 

JUDGE NENE: I've a l s o seen p o l e s t h a t have been 

c o m p l e t e l y sheared o f f and t h e y hang by t h e r e s t o f t h e 

l i n e . 

THE WITNESS: That's t r u e , s i r . I guess I'm 

f i g u r i n g t h e w o r s t s c e n a r i o , b u t I have t o do t h a t , b e i n g a 

homeowner. 

JUDGE NENE: .Sure you do. Ms. Sestak, do you have 

any q u e s t i o n s ? 

MS. SESTAK: No, Your Honor. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you, Mr. Cook. 

{Witness excused.) 

Anybody e l s e ? 

MR. JANOSKO: Yes, Your Honor. 

JUDGE NENE: You w i l l have t o s i g n i n and you w i l l 

have t o be sworn. 

MR. JANOSKO: Sure. 

0 
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JUDGE NENE: Would you r a i s e your hand and be 

sworn? 

3 Whereupon, 

4 MARK R. JANOSKO 

5 h a v i n g been d u l y sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

6 DIRECT TESTIMONY 

7 . JUDGE NENE: T e l l us who you are and where you' 

r e s i d e , please? 

9 THE WITNESS: My name i s Mark R i c h a r d Janosko, 1649 

10 Penn Oak, two words. D r i v e , P i t t s b u r g h , P e n n s y l v a n i a 15237. 

11 JUDGE NENE: Mr. Janosko, you are t h e complainant 

12 i n t h i s m a t t e r . You f i l e d a c o m p l a i n t t h a t ' s been g i v e n a 

13 docket number. 

14 THE WITNESS: Yes, Your Honor. Somehow my name has 

15 been p u t as t h e p l a i n t i f f i n t h i s m a t t e r , I guess, or 

16 Complainant. 

17 JUDGE NENE: Yes. J u s t f o r your i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e r e 

18 were two p r o t e s t s , what s h o u l d have been c o n s i d e r e d f o r m a l 

19 p r o t e s t s , t h a t were g i v e n a docket number as a f o r m a l 

20 c o m p l a i n t . Your case has been c o n s o l i d a t e d w i t h t h i s one, 

21 and the second c o m p l a i n t w i l l a l s o be c o n s o l i d a t e d . So, 

22 you are i n t h e c a p t i o n i n t h i s m a t t e r . 

23 We would welcome what you have t o say now, Mr. 

24 Janosko, and you can a t t e n d , p r e s e n t evidence and c r o s s 

25 examine a t t h e t e c h n i c a l h e a r i n g s t h a t are scheduled f o r 

4» 
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th e 11th o f J u l y a l s o . 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

JUDGE NENE: You can proceed now, b u t . . . 

THE WITNESS: With your p e r m i s s i o n , I would l i k e t o 

read t h e i n i t i a l l e t t e r t h a t I had sent t o the P u b l i c 

U t i l i t y Commission and t o Duquesne L i g h t and o t h e r p a r t i e s , 

some l o c a l p o l i t i c i a n s , v o i c i n g my concerns about t h e 

Wildwood p r o j e c t . 

JUDGE NENE: You can read your l e t t e r . 

THE WITNESS: I t h i n k you guys s h o u l d a l r e a d y have 

th e l e t t e r . 

JUDGE NENE: I don't know what l e t t e r you are g o i n g 

t o r e a d , b u t go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: T h i s l e t t e r i s da t e d February 22nd, 

20 06. T h i s i s i n r e g a r d t o t h e Duquesne L i g h t Wildwood 

p r o j e c t , PA PUC docket number A-110150F0631. I t i n v o l v e s 

r e p l a c i n g t h e e x i s t i n g 23 kV s u b - t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e w i t h a 

138,000 kV l i n e . Duquesne L i g h t p l a n s t o r u n a new h i g h -

v o l t a g e l i n e a l o n g i t ' s e x i s t i n g c o r r i d o r . 

I have some maj or concerns about t h i s . The EPA has 

concluded many years ago t h a t EMFs, which i s 

e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c f i e l d s , t h a t a re r e l e a s e d by e l e c t r i c l i n e s 

are deemed s a f e , even t h e h i g h e r s t r a n d EMFs t h a t are 

r e l e a s e d by h i g h - v o l t a g e l i n e s such as t h e propose 138 kV 

l i n e . 
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The EPA and u t i l i t y companies c i t e many s p e c i f i c 

a r t i c l e s t o support t h e i r argument. However, over the l a s t 

decade great evidence has been gathered t h a t would r e f u t e 

these claims. 

I have c i t e d a paper here, Childhood Cancers i n . 

R e l a t i o n to Distance From High-voltage Power Lines. I n 

England and Whales, a case c o n t r o l study was published i n 

the B r i t i s h Medical Journal i n 2005. They conclude t h a t 

there i s s i g n i f i c a n t r i s k of leukemia i n c h i l d r e n t h a t l i v e 

w i t h i n 600 meters of high-voltage l i n e s . They reference 

other a r t i c l e s t h a t support these conclusions as w e l l , and 

I also found other a r t i c l e s l i n k i n g high-voltage l i n e s w i t h 

increased cancer r i s k s , not only i n c h i l d r e n , but there's 

some suggestion t h a t there may be some increased r i s k s i n 

adults as w e l l , although t h a t ' s not as conclusive as t h i s 

a r t i c l e claims. 

How much r i s k t h i s poses to i n d i v i d u a l s i s anyone's 

guess, but c l e a r l y , studies prove t h a t there i s some r i s k 

and t h a t high-voltage l i n e s are not e n t i r e l y safe, • as the 

EPA has supported i n the past. 

E l e c t r i c a l demands have g r e a t l y increased over the 

l a s t 15 years i n the northern area of Allegheny County as 

there has been a tremendous growth i n population and 

c o n s t r u c t i o n , and Duquesne Li g h t should d e f i n i t e l y attempt 

to modernize i t s e l e c t r i c a l g r i d t o meet these demands, but 

m 
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1 Duquesne L i g h t needs to consider a low-voltage l i n e or 

2 other l o c a t i o n s which are less populated. 

3 There are hundreds, i f not a few thousand, homes 

4 w i t h i n 600 meters of the p r o j e c t e d c o r r i d o r , and many 

5 c h i l d r e n l i v e i n t h i s area. I n my opinion, Duquesne L i g h t 

6 would be negligent t o proceed w i t h i t ' s current plan. 

7 Again, I said t h a t t o the PUC back i n February, and 

8 I t h i n k Duquesne Light has also received a copy of t h a t . 

9 Their attorney has also f i l e d comment on t h a t , i f I am 

10 c o r r e c t . 

11 MS. SESTAK: I bel i e v e we answered t h a t as p a r t of 

12 the complaint. 

13 JUDGE NENE: Ms. Sestak, do you in t e n d t o produce 

14 testimony on t h i s subj ect at the hearings? 

15 MS. SESTAK: Yes, Your Honor, we do. We have 

16 r e t a i n e d and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y recognized expert on e l e c t r i c 

17 and magnetic f i e l d s by the name of Wi l l i a m H. Bailey, who 

18 w i l l be a v a i l a b l e t o t e s t i f y at the e v i d e n t i a r y hearings. 

19 JUDGE NENE: Mr. Janosko, then you can cross 

20 examine t h e i r witness who presents testimony on t h i s 

21 subject. Of course, i f you care t o present a witness t o 

22 present expert testimony, I understand i t ' s a d i f f i c u l t 

23 t h i n g , but t h a t option i s a v a i l a b l e t o you. 

24 THE WITNESS: Sure, I understand. 

25 JUDGE NENE: Although, i t ' s a l i t t l e untimely f o r 

9 
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n o t i c e , but you are c e r t a i n l y able t o cross examine any 

witnesses t h a t are produced on that subj ect-

THE WITNESS: I appreciate t h a t o p p o r t u n i t y . I 

also wanted t o comment because the p r i o r person here, 

g i v i n g t h e i r opinion on t h i s subj ect, d i d mention about the 

current pole near t h e i r h i s house and concerns about 

accidents. 

Duquesne L i g h t mentioned t h a t as being s p e c u l a t i v e , 

but they sent me i n f o r m a t i o n here t h a t I assume they are 

planning on presenting at the o f f i c i a l hearings. This 

looks l i k e a d e p o s i t i o n t h a t was given by Homer Zucconi. 

He mentions some things i n h i s de p o s i t i o n t h a t i s also 

spe c u l a t i v e . 

JUDGE NENE: Well, t h a t ' s not a de p o s i t i o n . I 

assume th a t that's the testimony t h a t t h i s witness i s 

prepared t o present. Again, you w i l l have an op p o r t u n i t y 

to cross examine him. This i s so you know what h i s 

testimony i s i n advance and you can ask him questions about 

i t . 

THE WITNESS: I understand, but the reason why I am 

commenting on t h i s i s because Duquesne L i g h t has already 

commented on the other person's opinion about p o t e n t i a l 

accidents and they mentioned t h a t as speculat i v e . They 

mention i n t h e i r formal statement here, things t h a t are 

also speculative about p o t e n t i a l power outages and the 
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1 reason why they want t o change the current c o n d i t i o n s . 

2 That's the reason why I b r i n g i t up. 

3 JUDGE NENE: Okay. Do you have any comments you 

4 want t o make on those subjects y o u r s e l f ? 

5 THE WITNESS: Not other than t o say t h a t t h e i r 

6 comments are also speculative when they t a l k about 

7 p o t e n t i a l power outages or problems w i t h e l e c t r i c a l storms. 

8 I am assuming t h a t e x i s t i n g -- my house e x i s t s on the 

9 current c o r r i d o r where the 23 kV l i n e runs. Am I g e t t i n g 

10 power from t h a t l i n e ? 

11 MS. SESTAK: I'm not c e r t a i n , Your Honor. I am not 

12 prepared t o address t h a t at t h i s p o i n t . 

13 JUDGE NENE: The l i n e i s going past your property, 

14 r i g h t ? 

15 THE WITNESS: Right. 

16 -JUDGE NENE: I would assume t h a t i t ' s a se r v i c e . . . 

17 MS. SESTAK: I t ' s not a d i s t r i b u t i o n l i n e . I t ' s 

18 p r e s e n t l y a 23 kV sub-transmission l i n e t a k i n g power t o the 

19 Wildwood Substation, which pre s e n t l y a 4 kV sub s t a t i o n : 

20 The plan w i t h the new transmission l i n e w i l l be to r a i s e 

21 the voltage t o 138 kV and upgrade the substation t o 23 kV 

22 su b s t a t i o n . I n other words, the d i s t r i b u t i o n l i n e s coming 

23 out would be at 23 kV. 

24 I'm not c e r t a i n whether the e l e c t r i c t h a t flows 

25 along t h a t sub-transmission r i g h t now u l t i m a t e l y runs 

9 
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t h r o u g h t he s u b s t a t i o n and comes back t o t h i s gentleman's 

home or n o t . 

JUDGE NENE: W e l l , I assume t h a t t h e r e i s a. s e r v i c e 

l i n e coming from t h e p o l e t h a t c a r r i e s t h e t r a n s m i s s i o n 

l i n e a l s o , o r i s t h e r e a n o t h e r . . . 

MS. SESTAK: The s u b - t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e does not 

c a r r y power t h a t i s d i s t r i b u t e d . There are o t h e r 

d i s t r i b u t i o n l i n e s on the p o l e t h a t c a r r y i t . 

JUDGE NENE: On the same p o l e ? 

MS. SESTAK: On the same p o l e , r i g h t . What we are 

t a l k i n g about here i s j u s t t h e b u l k power su p p l y t o t h e 

s u b s t a t i o n , n ot the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e power t o t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l homes. 

JUDGE NENE: No, we are c o n s i d e r i n g t he a p p l i c a t i o n 

f o r a t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e . 

MS. SESTAK: R i g h t . 

JUDGE NENE: Then i f t h e company wants t o p u t new 

s e r v i c e l i n e s , you don't need t h e Commission's a u t h o r i t y , 

do you? 

MS. SESTAK: C o r r e c t . The p o i n t I was t r y i n g t o 

make, though, i s t h a t r i g h t now, as Mr. Zucconi's t e s t i m o n y 

e x p l a i n s i n much g r e a t e r d e t a i l , because t h e Wildwood 

S u b s t a t i o n was b u i l t i n t h e 1930s and i t ' s n o t up t o par 

f o r s e r v i c i n g t h e c u r r e n t p o p u l a t i o n i n t h i s area, some o f 

th e p o p u l a t i o n i n t h i s area i s b e i n g s e r v e d out o f 
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a d j o i n i n g substations. 

Once the Wildwood Substation i s upgraded, i f i t ' s 

p o ssible, i f we would get permission t o b r i n g the power 

i n t o i t , then the l i n e s w i l l be reconfigured. I'm not 

c e r t a i n whether Mr. Janosko c u r r e n t l y receives service out 

of the Wildwood Substation, whether he would receive 

service out of the Wildwood Substation subsequent to i t s 

upgrade or whether he i s one o f the people being served by 

the a d j o i n i n g substations due to the l a c k i n g i n the present 

Wildwood Substation. 

I r e a l i z e t h i s i s g e t t i n g a l i t t l e convoluted. The 

bottom l i n e , the answer i s I don't know offhand whether he 

i s p r e s e n t l y served by the power f l o w i n g through t h a t 23 kV 

sub-transmission l i n e . 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

THE WITNESS: The reason why I b r i n g t h i s up. Your 

Honor, i s because i n the testimony t h a t i s given by Mr. 

Zucconi, he mentions the p o s s i b i l i t y o f storms h i t t i n g the 

current l i n e or even a p o t e n t i a l accident a f f e c t i n g power, 

and t h a t one of t h e i r concerns would be t h a t the power 

would be out -- power would not be a v a i l a b l e f o r an 

extended p e r i o d of time. 

I apologize because I'm t r y i n g to summarize what he 

i s commenting on i n h i s testimony, but the only time t h a t I 

have pe r s o n a l l y noticed any lack of power th a t I would 
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1 c o n s i d e r t o be i n c o n v e n i e n t was l a s t year when we had t h e 

2 l a r g e h u r r i c a n e h i t t he area. I t h i n k i t was h u r r i c a n e 

3 I v a n . My power was out f o r s e v e r a l hours. 

4 I would say t h a t I'm e s t i m a t i n g my power i s out o n l y 

5 t h r e e t o f o u r times per year more t h a n a c o u p l e seconds, so 

6 I don't f e e l t h a t t h i s i s a g r e a t i n c o n v e n i e n c e t o me, as 

7 has been a l l u d e d t o i n the t e s t i m o n y p r o v i d e d by Duquesne 

8 L i g h t . 

9 JUDGE NENE: That's e x a c t l y t h e k i n d o f t e s t i m o n y 

10 we l i k e t o hear a t t h e p u b l i c i n p u t h e a r i n g s , t h e fre q u e n c y 

11 o f outages. That's what we l i k e t o hear here about. You 

12 can get i n t o t h e o t h e r m a t t e r s on a more g e n e r a l b a s i s . 

13 THE WITNESS: My concerns are t h a t -- my o t h e r 

14 concern i s more f o r s a f e t y i s s u e s . 

15 JUDGE NENE: S a f e t y o r h e a l t h ? 

16 THE WITNESS: W e l l , I would c o n s i d e r h e a l t h p a r t o f 

17 s a f e t y . 

18 JUDGE NENE: Okay. 

19 THE WITNESS: L i k e I s a i d , t h e EPA has deemed t h a t 

20 EMFs by h i g h - v o l t a g e l i n e s i s s a f e , b u t t h e r e have been 

21 new s t u d i e s have come out t h a t suggest t h a t t h i s i s not 

22 e n t i r e l y s a f e . 

23 I t h i n k , i n my o p i n i o n , Duquesne L i g h t needs t o l o o k 

24 a t o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e s , which t h e y have l o o k e d a t o t h e r 

25 a l t e r n a t i v e s , b u t need t o c o n s i d e r those more c a r e f u l l y 

(ft 
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b e f o r e p u t t i n g a h i g h - v o l t a g e l i n e which i s e s s e n t i a l l y s i x 

times more power than i s what i s c u r r e n t l y b e i n g o f f e r e d i n 

t h a t area, and c o n s i d e r moving t h a t h i g h - v o l t a g e l i n e t o a 

l e s s d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d area, p r e f e r a b l y as l e a s t d e n s e l y 

p o p u l a t e d as p o s s i b l e . 

I know t h a t t h e y have a t l e a s t l o o k e d i n t o t h i s 

i s s u e , b ut I t h i n k t h e c u r r e n t c o r r i d o r i s b e i n g used out 

of convenience and not n e c e s s a r i l y c o n s i d e r i n g a l l t h e 

p o t e n t i a l h e a l t h hazards t h a t can come i n t o p l a y . 

JUDGE NENE: 

MS. SESTAK: 

JUDGE NENE: 

THE WITNESS: 

JUDGE NENE: 

Ms. Sestak, do you have any q u e s t i o n s ? 

No, Your Honor. 

A n y t h i n g f u r t h e r , Mr. Janosko? 

That's i t f o r now. Your Honor. 

We w i l l see you i n J u l y t h e n . Thank 

you. 

(Witness excused.) 

Would anyone e l s e care t o t e s t i f y on t h e i r concerns 

f o r t h i s l i n e ? 

(No response.) 

Then we w i l l conclude t h i s h e a r i n g - We w i l l resume 

at 7:00 t h i s evening here a g a i n . Thank you v e r y much f o r 

coming. 

(Whereupon, a t 1:45 p.m., t h e h e a r i n g was adj o u r n e d , 

t o be reconvened a t 7:0'O p.m. t h i s same day.) 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I hereby c e r t i f y , as the stenographic 

r e p o r t e r , t h a t the foregoing proceedings were reported by 

me and t h e r e a f t e r reduced to t y p e w r i t i n g by me or under my 

d i r e c t i o n ; and t h a t t h i s t r a n s c r i p t i s a t r u e and accurate 

record to the best of my a b i l i t y . 
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