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1 P R O C E E D I N G S 

2 ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE FRED R. NENE: T h i s i s t h e 

3 t i m e s e t f o r t h e t h i r d p u b l i c i n p u t h e a r i n g i n r e g a r d s t o 

4 t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f Duquesne L i g h t f o r t h e n e a r l y f i v e - m i l e 

5 t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e , 138 kV t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e . 

6 The P u b l i c U t i l i t y Commission i s g o i n g t o conduct 

7 these h e a r i n g s t o g e t the p u b l i c ' s i n p u t and t h e p u b l i c ' s 

8 f e e l i n g about t h i s proposed p r o j e c t . 

9 My name i s Fred Nene, and I am t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

10 Law Judge assigned by the Commission t o i s s u e an i n i t i a l 

11 d e c i s i o n i n t h i s m a t t e r . The d e c i s i o n i s g o i n g t o be based 

12 upon t h e t e s t i m o n y o f t h e p u b l i c as w e l l as t h e t e c h n i c a l 

13 h e a r i n g s which we w i l l have on J u l y t h e 11th, 12th and 

14 13th, i f necessary. 

15 At t h a t t i m e , t h e company w i l l p r e s e n t w i t n e s s e s who 

16 w i l l t r y t o prove t o t h e Commission t h a t t h e l i n e i s 

17 needed, t h a t i t ' s s a f e , t h a t i t ' s t h e b e s t r o u t e a v a i l a b l e 

18 and o t h e r r e q u i r e m e n t s t h a t t h e law r e q u i r e s b e f o r e t h e 

19 c o n s t r u c t i o n can be approved. 

20 T h i s p r o c e e d i n g w i l l be r e c o r d e d and t r a n s c r i b e d and 

21 made p a r t o f t h e r e c o r d . Everybody who wishes t o t e s t i f y 

22 w i l l be sworn o r aver t h a t t h e f a c t s t h a t t h e y t e l l i n g are 

23 t h e t r u t h , and t h e y can be cr o s s examined by t h e a t t o r n e y 

24 Duquesne L i g h t , Ms. Regina Sestak s i t t i n g on t h e end t h e r e . 

25 There's an engineer f r o m Duquesne L i g h t who Ms. Sestak w i l l 
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1 introduce, and there are some other employees from Duquesne 

2 Li g h t here who might be able t o help you i n f o r m a l l y i f you 

3 have questions concerning service or other matters. 

4 We've had two other p u b l i c i n p u t hearings. This i s 

5 the l a r g e s t group we've had. We had one yesterday 

6 afternoon at 1:00 and yesterday evening at 7:00, and t h i s 

7 w i l l be the f i n a l one. 

8 What we want to hear i s your r e a c t i o n t o the 

9 a p p l i c a t i o n . Ms. Sestak w i l l t e l l you, and the n o t i c e i n 

10 the paper d i d t e l l you, where the a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h the maps 

11 and everything can be viewed. There's two l i b r a r i e s i n the 

12 area t h a t have t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e also. 

13 There's a number of things you can do here. You can 

24 be sworn and t e s t i f y , or you can make a statement. I f you 

15 don't want to be sworn or aver t h a t you are t e l l i n g the 

16 t r u t h , you can j u s t make a statement and we won't put i t on 

17 the record. Or, you can j u s t l i s t e n t o what your neighbors 

J8 say about the proposal. 

19 I w i l l ask Ms. Sestak t o give us a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n 

20 of what the l i n e i s about and where you can o b t a i n f u r t h e r 

21 i n f o r m a t i o n . 

22 MS. SESTAK: Thank you, Your Honor. My name i s 

23 Regina Sestak. I'm the attorney f o r Duquesne Li g h t 

24 Company. 

25 As the Judge mentioned, Duquesne Light Company has 
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several representatives here a v a i l a b l e today. S i t t i n g up 

here w i t h me i s Paul Cass, who i s a p r i n c i p a l engineer w i t h 

Duquesne L i g h t . He i s the design engineer f o r the Wildwood 

l i n e . 

I n a d d i t i o n , s i t t i n g i n the audience, i f you have 

questions t h a t are not d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o t h i s l i n e s i t i n g 

a p p l i c a t i o n , there are people who can a s s i s t you. I f you 

have questions about your ser v i c e , Pam Niehaus, who i s the 

manager of the service center, i s i n the back there - I f 

you have questions concerning customer service issues such 

as b i l l i n g and payment, Vernon Edwards i s a v a i l a b l e . 

I f you are a re p r e s e n t a t i v e of the media, we ask 

tha t you speak to e i t h e r J e r r y Lucci or Rich Sieber who are 

seated i n the back also. I f you are a governmental 

re p r e s e n t a t i v e , we ask th a t you speak to e i t h e r John 

Laudenslager or Adam Goldbach. 

Duquesne L i g h t Company f i l e d t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n f o r 

the Public U t i l i t y Commission's permission t o construct a 

138 kV transmission l i n e t o the Wildwood Substation i n 

order t o upgrade the Wildwood Substation, which was b u i l t 

i n the 1930s, to allow i t t o serve the present needs of the 

population of t h i s area. 

The a p p l i c a t i o n was f i l e d on March 4th, 2005, but i t 

was subsequently amended on October 6th, 2005. Copies of 

the complete a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h copies of the studies, maps 
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and other relevant i n f o r m a t i o n are a v a i l a b l e at two l o c a l 

l i b r a r i e s , Hampton Community L i b r a r y and the Northland 

Public L i b r a r y . I n a d d i t i o n , i n f o r m a t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e on 

our website, www.duquesnelightwildwood.info. Thank you. 

JUDGE NENE: I n order to move things along, I am 

going t o ask everybody t o be sworn or aver at the same 

time. I f everybody who intends t o t e s t i f y w i l l please 

stand and r a i s e your hand. 

Whereupon, 

ALL PROSPECTIVE WITNESSES 

having been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

JUDGE NENE: Since there were three s i g n - i n sheets, 

I'm not going t o be able to c a l l you e x a c t l y i n the order 

t h a t you signed i n , but I w i l l t r y to make i t close. 

I know, Mr. B u c c i l l i , you were the f i r s t one here. 

When you take the microphone, before you begin, j u s t please 

s t a t e f o r the r e p o r t e r your name and your address. 

Whereupon, 

DEAN BUCCILLI 

having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

JUDGE NENE: Go ahead, Mr. B u c c i l l i . 

THE WITNESS: Dean B u c c i l l i , B - u - c - c - i - l - l - i , 

property owner at 783 Thompson Run Road i n Ross. I s t h a t 

i t ? 
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JUDGE NENE: That's i t . 

THE WITNESS: I'm the w o r s t guy t o go f i r s t . I'm a 

c o n s t r u c t i o n worker. I have no i d e a how t h i s works. I 

j u s t have a few concerns I want t o b r i n g up on the r e c o r d 

so I can sue a t a l a t e r d a t e i f necessary. 

JUDGE NENE: So you can what? 

THE WITNESS: So I can sue a t a l a t e r date i f 

necessary f o r l o s s o f income, l o s s o f my p r o p e r t y v a l u e . 

I c o n t a c t e d B e r k l e y H i l l s F i r e Department s e v e r a l 

days ago and t a l k e d t o , I b e l i e v e i t was Deputy L a v a r s k i 

( p h ) . Deputy L a v a r s k i n o t i f i e d me t h a t a p p a r e n t l y t h e Ross 

Township f i r e m e n , r e g a r d l e s s o f whether Ross Township was 

n o t i f i e d o r n o t , had no i d e a these l i n e s were g o i n g i n 

f r o n t o f our houses. He n o t i f i e d me t h a t he had no i d e a 

what a s a f e c l e a r a n c e from these l i n e s a r e . 

A v o l u n t e e r f i r e m a n who chooses n o t t o be named, 

n o t i f i e d me t h a t i f t h e r e was a f i r e i n f r o n t o f my house, 

he'd be damned i f was g e t t i n g up on l a d d e r i n f r o n t o f a 

139 kV l i n e and spray water on my house, 50 f e e t 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y from Thompson Run Road; concern number one. 

Concern number two, I want f i n a n c i a l compensation 

f o r any d i s r u p t i o n s i n my u t i l i t y s e r v i c e , i n c l u d i n g any 

o t h e r u t i l i t i e s t h a t a re d i s r u p t e d i n my y a r d when these 

p o l e s are moved, o r whatever they do. I don't want t h i s 

new p o l e p l a n t e d i n my driveway, I don't want i t d i s r u p t i n g 
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my other u t i l i t i e s . 

I have an o b j e c t i o n t o the f a c t t h a t they had a 

route f o r t h i s -- which I am opposed to the o r i g i n a l route 

t h a t was changed r e c e n t l y -- to t a k i n g i t from someone' 

else's yard and s t i c k i n g i t i n f r o n t of my yard as i f , you 

know, my nest egg and my investment and l i f e savings means 

nothing. 

When I moved i n t o t h a t property, I was aware of t h a t 

s u b station down there. I'm an e l e c t r i c i a n , okay. I saw 

tha t high s t e e l . I never considered and never would move 

i n under 139 kV l i n e , never, never. As a consumer, 

regardless of any proven or disproven anything, I wouldn't 

move there f o r s a f e t y issues or any other issue. I would 

not i n v e s t my money. 

Also, the unproven issues t h a t were brought up i n 

the i n t h i s hearing the other night by the doctor regarding 

the childhood leukemia. I'11 be damned i f I'm going t o 

move a k i d i n t o my house now. I'd f e e l t h a t I have t o 

move. To pursue my l i f e , my happiness, to continue t o be 

happy there, now I f e e l now I have to move. I can't even 

move somebody i n there w i t h a k i d . I don't f e e l safe. 

My e n t i r e investment, my e n t i r e nest egg i s being 

turned upside down on i t ' s head by t h i s p r o j e c t . I moved 

i n there w i t h 23 kV l i n e s i n f r o n t of my house. I never 

gave permission t o anyone -- I never intended t o have high-

• 
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1 voltage l i n e s strung i n f r o n t of my house, 50 fe e t outside 

2 my door, and closer f o r a l o t of your people. 

3 I have an issue also -- now, I'm not an expert at 

4 t h i s . There's other people t h a t can t e s t i f y to t h i s . 

Somewhere i n the b a l l p a r t of f i v e percent of t h a t o r i g i n a l 

6 plan was environmentally study. I want t o know why i t i s 

7 t h a t Duquesne Light has money, boasting t h a t they have $500 

m i l l i o n , i f anyone has seen the new on Channel 11 i n the 

9 morning, $500 m i l l i o n f o r these improvements and upgrades. 

10 They got money t o piss away on these ads on Channel 11 i n 

11 the morning, but they can only study f i v e percent of t h i s 

12 route. 

13 They don't have money to purchase other land away 

14 from people's houses. They can't look at b r i n g i n g t h i s i n 

15 from Pine or wherever the h e l l they have t o b r i n g i t i n . . . 

16 JUDGE NENE: Let's t r y to keep i t c i v i l . 

17 THE WITNESS: I'm sor r y . I'm a c o n s t r u c t i o n 

1 8 worker, not a lawyer. To b r i n g these l i n e s i n at t h e i r 

19 cost of doing business, not at the expense of my nest egg, 

20 at t h e i r cost: of doing business, t o b r i n g these l i n e s i n , 

21 and i f they have t o impact, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , anyone, they are 

22 impacting the people i n the area where they are serving out 

23 towards Pine Township, up t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

24 I f anybody has a problem, they need t o e i t h e r go 

25 through eminent domain or through t h e i r own pockets and buy 
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these people at t h e i r market value plus whatever i t cost t o 

re l o c a t e them, i n c l u d i n g -- i f I have to move, I have to go 

get a new loan. What are the new i n t e r e s t rates l i k e , what 

are the new c l o s i n g costs? 

I have to go out and -- I have to t u r n over my 

e n t i r e l i f e , my e n t i r e plans because they want to s t i c k a 

high-voltage l i n e out where high-voltage does not e x i s t t o 

serve another community, regardless of what they t e l l you. 

That i s not to improve service to Ross. 

I f t h a t l i n e out there i s overloaded because they 

put too much new development on i t , i f they have to b u i l d a 

new substa t i o n , t h a t ' s what they have to do. That's a cost 

of doing business. That should not be at my expense, 

anybody else's expense along t h i s route. 

I f they need to upgrade something, upgrade the 

service we have out there now. The people t h a t are 

customers out there now, i f there's too many people t h a t 

were added to t h a t , take some of them o f f and put them on 

the new l i n e up at t h a t end. They shouldn't have been 

added to begin w i t h . 

The appearance of the area also when they s t a r t 

whacking the trees down. I don't know what i s going to be 

said about pruning or trimming trees or when they come to 

cl e a r the trees away from these l i n e s , the clearance t h a t ' s 

necessary f o r these l i n e s . I'm sure everybody on t h i s l i n e 
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1 has seen what w o n d e r f u l j o b Duquesne L i g h t does a t p r u n i n g 

2 t r e e s . Whack them o u t . I assume you are g o i n g t o do a 

3 r e a l good j o b t h i s t i m e f o r a l l o f us. I'm sure N o r t h Park 

4 and the N o r t h H i l l s i s g o i n g t o be more b e a u t i f u l f o r t h i s 

5 and our p r o p e r t y v a l u e s w i l l i n c r e a s e . 

6 The t r a f f i c a c c i d e n t s on Thompson Run Road. I can't 

7 speak f o r t h e o t h e r guys, I don't l i v e t h e r e , b ut t h e r e a re 

8 t r a f f i c a c c i d e n t s on Thompson Run Road on a monthly b a s i s , 

9 c o n s t a n t l y . We s h o u l d have a cop here t o t e s t i f y t o t h i s , 

10 how many a c c i d e n t s t h e r e are down t h e r e i n v o l v i n g these 

11 p o l e s and i n o t h e r ways. 

12 Pine Creek crosses t h i s , l i t t l e Pine Creek, a 

13 t r i b u t a r y , and i t f l o o d s . I t f l o o d s s e v e r e l y and o f t e n . 

14 What hazard does t h a t make? I don't know. The f i r e 

35 department doesn't know e i t h e r . 

16 I mentioned t h e $500 m i l l i o n i n the ads. Okay. I'm 

17 sure I f o r g o t a l o t , b u t I a p p r e c i a t e your ears and your 

1 8 a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s m a t t e r . I'm n o t p a i d t o be here. I'm 

1 9 here t o defend my nest egg, my ne i g h b o r s and my peace o f 

20 mind. I wish I had your j o b and I c o u l d be p a i d t o be here 

21 t o o , and I r e s p e c t you d o i n g your j ob and whatever, b u t , 

22 you know, you are not here r e p r e s e n t i n g me. You are here 

23 d e s t r o y i n g my l i f e . Thank you. 

24 JUDGE NENE: Thank you, Mr. B u c c i l l i . 

25 {Witness excused.) 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y ( 7 1 7 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



1 60 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Ms. Sestak, I am j u s t going to assume you have no 

questions unless you t e l l me you would l i k e t o cross. I s 

that okay w i t h you? 

MS. SESTAK: That's f i n e , Your Honor. 

JUDGE NENE: Jeanne Brown. 

Whereupon, 

JEANNE BROWN 

having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

JUDGE NENE: Your name and address, please? 

THE WITNESS: Jeanne Brown, 785 Thompson Run Road. 

I am a licensed f a m i l y daycare pr o v i d e r f o r c h i l d r e n age 

s i x weeks t o 12 years. Usually the c h i l d r e n i n my care are 

age f i v e years and under. 

I f there i s any chance at a l l t h a t the proposed l i n e 

could p o s s i b l y pose any k i n d of t h r e a t t o c h i l d r e n or to 

t h e i r h e a l t h , parents w i l l simply not b r i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

to me. 

Even though my lice n s e i s duly licensed and 

inspected f o r saf e t y on a regul a r basis by the county 

o f f i c i a l s , I would lose my l i v e l i h o o d i f parents perceive 

any k i n d of t h r e a t t o the h e a l t h of t h e i r c h i l d r e n . I'm 

r e f e r r i n g t o the studies which have concluded t h a t there's 

a l i k e l i h o o d t h a t c h i l d r e n exposed to high-voltage 

transmission l i n e s may cause leukemia i n c h i l d r e n . 
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Regardless of the accuracy of such stu d i e s , I would 

not take a chance w i t h my c h i l d r e n ' s l i v e s and w i t h t h e i r 

h e a l t h . 

JUDGE NENE: Let me ask you, I'm not sure t h a t I 

understood. You run a daycare at your house? 

Yes, i t ' s a f a m i l y daycare. 

Okay. 

I t i s lice n s e d . 

And i t ' s on t h i s . . . 

I t ' s Thompson Run Road. Dean i s my 

THE WITNESS; 

JUDGE NENE: 

THE WITNESS: 

JUDGE NENE: 

THE WITNESS: 

next door neighbor. 

MR. BUCCILLI: I t ' s 40 or 50 fee t away from i t 

also. 

JUDGE NENE: We heard from you. We can only take 

one person down at a time. Please continue. 

THE WITNESS: That's r e a l l y my main concern, 

worrying about people w i l l have a concern f o r t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n i f there's even a chance t h a t i t could cause a 

problems to t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s h e a l t h . 

I know t h a t people are not always r a t i o n a l when i t 

comes t o the saf e t y and h e a l t h of t h e i r c h i l d r e n , and i f 

they t h i n k t h a t there might even be any kin d of change, 

whether i t ' s proven or not, they w i l l j u s t won't b r i n g 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o me, and I w i l l lose my l i v e l i h o o d , I ' l l 

lose my home. 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y (717 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



1 62 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

JUDGE NENE: How l o n g have you o p e r a t e d t h e 

business a t t h a t l o c a t i o n ? 

THE WITNESS: E i g h t y e a r s . 

JUDGE NENE: And how many c h i l d r e n , on average, do 

you have t h e r e ? 

THE WITNESS: C u r r e n t l y t h e r e are f i v e . I'm 

l i c e n s e d t o t a k e s i x and I t y p i c a l l y t a k e up t o f i v e . Some 

o f them are j u s t t i n y , l i t t l e i n f a n t s . People r e a l l y --

th e y don't have t o have p r o o f t h a t i t c o u l d cause a problem 

t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n . I f t h e y t h i n k t h a t i t m i g h t , t h e y w i l l 

j u s t go elsewhere. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you, Ms. Brown. I s t h a t i t ? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you v e r y much. 

(Witness excused.) 

Gordon H i g g i n s . 

Whereupon, 

GORDON HIGGINS 

h a v i n g p r e v i o u s l y been d u l y sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

THE WITNESS: Good t o see you a g a i n . My name i s 

Gordon H i g g i n s , H - i - g - g - i — n - s , 1925 Shady Oak C i r c l e . I am 

here t o p r o t e s t t h e i n s t a l l a t i o n o f t h i s 138 kV l i n e . 

The reasons I have are numerous. F i r s t o f a l l , I'm 

w o r r i e d about my and my n e i g h b o r s ' house v a l u e s . I've done 
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a l o t of research on the I n t e r n e t , and the approximate 

o v e r a l l average of redu c t i o n i n the house value w i t h the 

i n s t a l l a t i o n o f a high-voltage transmission l i n e i s ten 

percent. That v a r i e s , depending how f a r you from t h a t 

l i n e , anywhere up to 27 percent i f you are w i t h i n ten f e e t 

of i t , down to 5.4 percent i f you are w i t h i n 150 f e e t . 

These are studies done by r e a l t o r s . 

I would note t h a t my neighbor's house has been empty 

f o r over a year, and i n t a l k i n g t o one of the r e a l t o r s , one 

of the problems i n r e s e l l i n g t h a t house i s the f a c t o f t h i s 

transmission l i n e , t h a t people j u s t don't want to get 

invol v e d . 

We have to t a l k about perceptions, too, and I t h i n k 

t h i s has already been all u d e d t o . Eighty-seven percent of 

the p o p u l a t i o n has the perception t h a t high-voltage 

transmission l i n e s are a contaminant and t h a t contaminants 

can take various forms. F o r t y - e i g h t percent f e e l they are 

v i s u a l contaminants, eight percent noise contaminants and 

72 percent h e a l t h contaminants. 

The he a l t h issue, I know you can f i n d a r t i c l e s 

saying that there are no hea l t h issues and a r t i c l e s t h a t 

say t h a t there are hea l t h issues. I'm asking Duquesne 

L i g h t , why are you asking us to pay Russian r o u l e t t e w i t h 

our health? That's the way I see i t . 

I am now r e t i r e d , but i n the course of my 
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1 employment, I was involved w i t h a l o t of c o n s t r u c t i o n 

2 around the world on four d i f f e r e n t continents i n v o l v i n g 

3 i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s . Any time I got w i t h 100,000-up 

4 voltage transmission l i n e s , we were required t o keep a 

5 clearance under those l i n e s of 100 f e e t ; a c t u a l l y , 30 

6 meters, 98.4 f e e t . 

7 That i s required i n t h i s country under the National 

8 E l e c t r i c Code. I know Duquesne L i g h t does not f o l l o w the 

9 National E l e c t r i c Code. They f o l l o w the National E l e c t r i c 

10 Safety Code, which i s a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t animal, and I 

11 understand t h a t . But, I cannot, f o r the l i f e of me, 

12 understand why c e r t a i n elements of the p u b l i c are required 

13 to f o l l o w one code and other elements of the p u b l i c are not 

14 required t o f o l l o w the same codes. 

15 The National E l e c t r i c Code has been adopted by the 

16 f e d e r a l government under OSHA, and a l l i n d u s t r y and 

17 commerce i n t h i s country has to f o l l o w those codes, but 

Duquesne L i g h t does not. I simply don't understand i t . I 

19 don't know why the laws of nature are d i f f e r e n t f o r 

20 Duquesne L i g h t than they are f o r everybody else. 

21 I've done work i n t h i r d - w o r l d c o u n t r i e s where we 

22 were required to keep an easement of 100 feet c l e a r under 

23 any transmission over 100,000 v o l t s . I t h i n k i t ' s a shame 

24 t h a t we are standing here today not t a k i n g t h a t s a f e t y 

25 precaution i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Thank you very much. 
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JUDGE NENE: Thank you, s i r . 

(Witness excused.) 

Fred and V i v i a n L o v e t r o . 

MRS. LOVETRO: I s t h e r e any way t h a t can be t u r n e d 

up a t a l l ? 

JUDGE NENE: Fred and V i v i a n L o v e t r o . 

MR. LOVETRO: No, we don't want t o say a n y t h i n g . 

Can we say we are f o r o r . . . 

JUDGE NENE: You don't have t o be f o r or a g a i n s t 

i t . You can say whatever you want. We want t o hear t he 

p u b l i c ' s i n p u t . 

MR. LOVETRO: I don't have much t o say and I'm not 

v e r y good a t speaking. 

JUDGE NENE: I t doesn't m a t t e r , j u s t say what's on 

your mind. 

MR. LOVETRO: Thank you. 

JUDGE NENE: Terrence Nypaver. I t would be 

h e l p f u l , n ot t h a t i t ' s your name, b u t i f you would s p e l l 

your name f o r t h e c o u r t r e p o r t e r . 

Whereupon, 

TERRENCE J. NYPAVER 

hav i n g p r e v i o u s l y been d u l y sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

JUDGE NENE: Go ahead, s i r . 

THE WITNESS: My name i s Terrence J. Nypaver. 
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1 That's N-y-p-a-v-e-r. I l i v e at 1956 Shady Oak C i r c l e . 

2 Your Honor, I appreciate the time you are spending 

3 on t h i s . I know you are required t o do t h i s and I know 

4 i t ' s not an easy job , but I r e a l l y appreciate your time, 

5 and the same way w i t h Duquesne Light's representatives who 

6 are here t o n i g h t . 

7 JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

8 THE WITNESS: I was sur p r i s e d when I went t o 

9 McCandless a f t e r , l i k e , g e t t i n g the f i r s t n o t i c e , t h a t the 

10 a p p l i c a t i o n b a s i c a l l y only took i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n routes 

n t h a t were on new right-of-way or e x i t i n g right-of-way. 

12 Granted, they d i d consider other routes, but the d i d not do 

13 a f u l l impact on a l l the routes. A l l they d i d was choose 

14 the routes t h a t -- i f they impacted i n new right-o f - w a y or 

15 e x i s t i n g n o n - e l e c t r i c right-of-way. 

16 I s t a r t e d doing some number crunching. My house i s 

17 the f i r s t house as you cross i n t o North Park, so up t o tha t 

18 p o i n t i n time, I t h i n k i t ' s more wilderness f or I guess 

19 they c a l l i t f o r r e s t land. From my house b a s i c a l l y down t o 

20 Thompson Run, i t ' s b a s i c a l l y r e s i d e n t i a l . Looking at the 

21 numbers t h a t I crunched, I've estimated about 60 percent of 

22 the route, not the houses, but j u s t the route i t s e l f going 

23 through r e s i d e n t i a l areas. 

24 JUDGE NENE: That's before you get t o Thompson Run 

25 Road? 

• 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y ( 7 1 7 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



1 67 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

THE WITNESS: That's a l l the way down to the 

substati o n , t a k i n g out a l i t t l e b i t before Duncan Manor. 

JUDGE NENE: That includes Thompson Run Road? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, e i t h e r route was about 60 

percent. Route E and E-1 are about 60 percent. One was 61 

and one might have been 60 or something l i k e t h a t . That 

was the c a l c u l a t i o n I got from t h e i r study, you know, 

t a k i n g t h e i r distances t h a t they put i n t h e i r study. 

Looking at PA Code 57, they b a s i c a l l y say i n PA Code 

57 t h a t the a p p l i c a t i o n says t h a t , "This approach i s 

based on premise t h a t the p o r t i o n s of the route t h a t are 

located on e x i s t i n g e l e c t r i c a l r ight-of-way are not 

considered t o generate s u b s t a n t i a l l y new impact." 

My understanding i s , Subchapter G of Chapter 57, the 

PA Code, doesn't r e a l l y say t h a t there's any exclusions. I 

don't have i t here per se word f o r word. I'm sure you can 

look i t up, but to me, i t ' s l i k e bypassing or circumventing 

the whole impact of the rout e . I mean, i f you are j u s t 

studying what the -- on new righ t - o f - w a y . 

JUDGE NENE: Do you have the c i t e ; 52 PA Code, 

57.75? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

MS. SESTAK: Your Honor, I b e l i e v e he's r e f e r r i n g 

to 57.75 Sub(e) t h a t sets out the c r i t e r i a t o be considered 

i n determining whether or not to grant the a u t h o r i t y . 
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1 JUDGE NENE: Okay, thank you. 

2 THE WITNESS: They also evaluated three- areas. 

3 They said immediate c o n s t r u c t i o n right-of-ways, areas 

4 adjacent to the proposed r i g h t - o f - w a y i n view i s s e n s i t i v e 

5 resources, and a fo u r - m i l e c o r r i d o r based on the c e n t e r l i n e 

6 of the right-of-way. Every homeowner i s b a s i c a l l y i n v olved 

7 on route E, and they are a l l unique as f a r as the 

8 circumstances. You heard a couple today and you heard a 

9 couple yesterday. 

10 When I went l o o k i n g f o r my house, and being a f i r s t -

11 time homeowner, I am b a s i c a l l y -- t h i s my f i r s t house and 

12 c u r r e n t l y s t i l l i s my f i r s t house. I d i d a l o t of 

13 research. I looked the area around, d i d l o c a t i o n of 

14 f a c i l i t i e s , school d i s t r i c t s , a l l t h a t I considered, and o f 

15 course, f i n a n c i n g was a b i g deal. Then I l i k e d the p r i v a c y 

16 of the area. I n f a c t , the previous owner who I bought the 

17 house from a c t u a l l y developed the Park Meadows plan, which 

IQ I am i n . 

19 The l i n e s were only 4 kV, I t h i n k t h a t ' s the c o r r e c t 

20 number f o r i t , when the houses were b u i l t . They have since 

21 upgraded i t t o 23 kV, and now they want t o go s i x times 

22 t h a t t o 13P 

23 I'm concerned w i t h not only myself, but my 

24 neighbors. My house i s 80 feet away from the l i n e , but i t 

25 a c t u a l l y goes over one of my neighbor's house. I have some 
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p i c t u r e s f o r you. Your Honor. I brought... 

JUDGE NENE: You have t o show them t o counsel 

f i r s t . 

THE WITNESS: Okay. I do have copies f o r 

everybody. 

JUDGE NENE: I f you want to make them p a r t of the 

record, we w i l l mark them. I f you have no o b j e c t i o n , Ms. 

Sestak, we w i l l make them par t of them record. We w i l l 

mark i t Nypaver A. Do you happen t o have two copies f o r 

the court r e p o r t e r and one f o r myself? 

(Whereupon, the document was marked 

as Nypaver E x h i b i t No. A f o r 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . ) 

Yes . 

Any o b j e c t i o n , Ms. Sestak? 

Your Honor, may I reserve obj e c t i o n 

u n t i l we have had f u r t h e r o p p o r t u n i t y t o examine these 

documents? Although the f i r s t few documents are simple 

photographs, f u r t h e r along there are cha r t s , graphs, maps. 

JUDGE NENE: I see what you mean. They would be 

d i f f i c u l t -- we w i l l reserve your r i g h t t o object t o them, 

but c e r t a i n l y there i s going t o be no o b j e c t i o n t o the 

photographs? 

MS. SESTAK: To the best of my knowledge, the 

photographs are accurate, but I'm not even c e r t a i n of t h a t 

THE WITNESS: 

JUDGE NENE: 

MS. SESTAK: 
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at t h i s p o i n t . 

JUDGE NENE: I don't know how you could be, but we 

admit t h i s i n t o evidence subj ect t o subsequent o b j e c t i o n s . 

(Whereupon, the document marked as 

Nypaver E x h i b i t No. A was received i n 

evidence.) 

THE WITNESS: I understand. I t ' s my p i c t u r e s , so 

I took them, so I could t e l l you where they are. 

JUDGE NENE: Okay. 

THE WITNESS: The f i r s t two p i c t u r e s a c t u a l l y show 

one of my neighbors' house. You can see the pole i n f r o n t 

and then the pole i n the back and the l i n e s go over r i g h t 

over h i s a d d i t i o n . 

The p i c t u r e below t h a t i s the f r o n t of h i s house, 

and the pole t h a t you see i n the back i n t h i s top p i c t u r e 

i s also the pole i n the back of h i s house i n the bottom 

p i c t u r e , j u s t t o give you some perspective. 

This house i s a couple doors down from me, and i t 

j u s t r e c e n t l y had a f i r e i n the f r o n t of the house. The 

f i r e f i g h t e r s -- I was not there, so I don't know about 

what happened, but b a s i c a l l y , I would be a l i t t l e concerned 

i f I was f i g h t i n g a f i r e w i t h t h a t l i n e overhead even as i t 

stands r i g h t now. 

I'm b a s i c a l l y surrounded by three wires. I have a 

d i s t r i b u t i o n wire i n f r o n t , a sub-transmission wire which 
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i s t h e e x i s t i n g 23 kV l i n e , t h e one t h a t s p l i t s my p r o p e r t y 

i n h a l f , and t h e r e ' s a c t u a l l y a s m a l l e r l i n e t h a t goes 

be h i n d my house on Wildwood Country Club. I t h i n k i t feeds 

Wildwood Country Club and I t h i n k i t ' s 4 kV. So, b a s i c a l l y 

I have t h r e e l i n e s around my house. 

I'm concerned t h a t i f the y s t a r t p u t t i n g these p o l e s 

i n , they are g o i n g t o be r e a l l y h i g h and the v i s u a l aspect 

o f t h e p r o p e r t y i n my area w i l l be d i m i n i s h e d . 

The next two p i c t u r e s how a c e l l tower t h a t i s on 

Wildwood Country Club t h a t i s b e h i n d t h a t i s b e h i n d t h e 

house on Shady Oak C i r c l e , b u t you can see t h a t I t o o k t he 

p i c t u r e from Shady Oak D r i v e , so I am l o o k i n g a t i t as I 

d r i v e i n t o my p r o p e r t y . 

Am I g o i n g t o see something l i k e t h a t when I d r i v e 

up towards my house w i t h t h e power l i n e s t h e r e ? The power 

l i n e s , I t h i n k , w i l l be over t he t r e e l i n e . A l s o , s i n c e i t 

i s over a house, I t h i n k i t ' s even g o i n g t o be h i g h e r t h a n 

t h e normal -- what Duquesne L i g h t had s a i d . 

The o t h e r t h i n g i s home s a f e t y . O b v i o u s l y , t h e r e 

are s a f e t y f a c t o r s i n v o l v e d i n any e l e c t r i c a l t h i n g . Even 

a 120 i s dangerous f o r people i f you are not c a r e f u l . I 

j u s t wonder what t h e e f f e c t s are on c h i l d r e n . I do see 

some neighborhood c h i l d r e n p l a y i n g i n t h e park b e h i n d my 

house and t h e y walk around where these p o l e s w i l l be g o i n g . 

JUDGE NENE: What p a r k i s t h a t ? 
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THE WITNESS: North Park. My property borders, 

between Wildwood Country Club and North Park. 

The other t h i n g I am concerned about i s medical 

devices. I know Duquesne Li g h t k i n d l y answered my 

questions, a l i t t l e l a t e a f t e r our f i r s t meeting i n A p r i l . 

I'm j u s t s t i l l wondering i f i t ' s going to be a hazard f o r 

some people. My neighbor i s up i n age and I'm not saying 

he has one, but i f needs something, i s i t going t o pose a 

problem f o r him? 

The t h i n g I am worried about i s , i f something 

happens t o a l i n e , what they c a l l step voltage g r a d i e n t . I 

know i t happens more i n business than i t does i n the 

u t i l i t i e s , but i t can happen, and b a s i c a l l y , i f you take a 

step, you can be k i l l e d . 

JUDGE NENE: Say the phrase again? 

THE WITNESS: I t ' s c a l l e d step voltage g r a d i e n t . 

I t ' s b a s i c a l l y i f l i n e i s t i e d i n the middle of the ground, 

there's d i f f e r e n t voltage p o t e n t i a l s . As you take a step, 

you are crossing between two d i f f e r e n t voltage p o t e n t i a l s , 

and the current w i l l transpose through you depending on the 

resistance of your body. I f you're at a high voltage and 

you take a step, you are a c t u a l l y between two d i f f e r e n t 

p o t e n t i a l s . 

Now, t h a t ' s not a case t h a t can happen here i f 

nothing happens t o the l i n e , but i f a car accident h i t s the 
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1 l i n e and the l i n e snaps and s i t s there and there's a k i d 

2 there, or anybody there, t a k i n g one step could be 

3 dangerous. 

4 Of course the v i s u a l impact, I mentioned about t h a t , 

5 but also everybody i s a f f e c t e d by i t , the houses on 

6 Thompson Run, Ringeisen. They l i k e t h e i r p r ivacy, too; and 

7 the trees a c t u a l l y give them a l i t t l e b a r r i e r f o r t h a t , and 

8 you've already heard about t h a t . 

9 When I looked up on Appalachia Power and a few other 

10 power company websites, they recommend a hundred f e e t , 

11 right-of-way clearance f o r anything over 138 kV. For 138 

12 kV, they r e q u i r e a hundred f e e t of right-of-way. Most of 

13 the houses, e s p e c i a l l y the house of Shady Oak C i r c l e , they 

14 are less than 50 f e e t away. 

15 JUDGE NENE: Not right-of - w a y , you don't mean 

16 right-of-way, you mean distance from the transmission l i n e ? 

17 Right-of-way i s the r i g h t of Duquesne L i g h t t o run the. 

1 8 l i n e s there i n the f i r s t place. 

19 THE WITNESS: Well, what I read was tha t they 

20 required a hundred f e e t r i g h t - o f - w a y , which means they have 

21 the r i g h t -- they don't recommend you b u i l d i n g anything 

22 w i t h i n t h a t distance. 

23 JUDGE NENE: Okay. 

24 THE WITNESS: The next two p i c t u r e s , t h i s i s o f f of 

25 Bryant Road. This i s considered route C, which i s the 
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r a i l r o a d . I know t h i s i s not t y p i c a l of t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 

area, but t h i s i s the best I can do f o r g e t t i n g a camera, 

walking there and g e t t i n g p i c t u r e s . But, i t shows th a t 

i t ' s f a i r l y wide. Duquesne Li g h t always said f o r the route 

C, the r a i l r o a d s won't give us the -- w e l l , they w i l l g ive 

us the right-of-way, but we might have to move our l i n e s . 

I understand t h a t , but the r a i l r o a d s don't own the whole 

v a l l e y . 

Then next two, three diagrams are l o t and block 

numbers from Allegheny County. I t b a s i c a l l y shows th a t 

there i s a b a r r i e r around the t r a c k s , so the r a i l r o a d only 

owns -- a f r i e n d of mine worked f o r the r a i l r o a d , and he 

said the right-of-way i s 16 f e e t from the c e n t e r l i n e of the 

t r a c k unless i t ' s otherwise s p e c i f i e d . 

B a s i c a l l y , there i s a band around the r a i l r o a d owns, 

but the r a i l r o a d doesn't own there r e s t of the v a l l e y i s my 

p o i n t f o r t h a t . Duquesne Li g h t said -- I should say 

Duquesne L i g h t . The study by GAI i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h a t was 

the lowest impact route, but because -- I'm t h i n k i n g 

Duquesne Li g h t could back o f f the e x i s t i n g , w i t h i n reason 

of course. I'm not an e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t . I don't what's 

outside the e x i s t i n g right-of-way. But, they could back 

o f f of t h a t and s t i l l use a 25 to 30 right-of-way 

clearance. 

The next two, three p i c t u r e s , show an e x i s t i n g 
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substation and power l i n e s i n Wexford, one where McKnight 

Road and Perry Highway s p l i t . The other p i c t u r e s are i n 

Wexford F l a t s and Cranberry. I t shows a c t u a l l y i n s t a l l e d 

power l i n e s along major routes. That's what these p i c t u r e s 

are t o show. I don't t h i n k they are Duquesne L i g h t ' s . I 

th i n k they are the power company no r t h of here. 

JUDGE NENE: Your p o i n t being on that? 

THE WITNESS: Well, they consider -- j u s t t h a t ' s i s 

doable. I t can be done. There's now law saying they can't 

do i t . 

The spread sheet t h a t i s f o l l o w i n g t h a t , the next 

two spread sheets are a general l i s t of businesses on both 

Route 8 and Wildwood road. When I say general, i t ' s the 

best t h a t I could record down. B a s i c a l l y i t ' s showing t h a t 

i t ' s not a very heavy i n d u s t r i a l i z e d are of Route 8. 

I know t h a t there are parts of i t i n the study 

saying there i s heavy i n d u s t r i a l i z e d or heavy 

commercialized. I t ' s not l i k e i f you would got north of 

Wildwood Road where i t ' s very commercialized or even 

Cranberry. Cranberry i s very commercialized and you can 

see t h a t they already have power l i n e s . 

JUDGE NENE: You're r e f e r r i n g to the r a i l route 

t h a t takes t h i s l i n e across or near Route 8? 

THE WITNESS: Well, t h i s a c t u a l l y ~- I'm swit c h i n g 

over route A now, which i s Route 8. 
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1 JUDGE NENE: Okay. 

2 THE WITNESS: Just doing a quick analysis of t h e i r 

3 r e p o r t , I was curious when I saw the word "endangered." 

4 Obviously, t h a t would r a i s e a red f l a g f o r most people, you 

5 know, there's something to p r o t e c t here. 

6 I saw an a r t i c l e i n the a p p l i c a t i o n t h a t s a i d t h a t 

7 t h i s p a r t i c u l a r w i l d flower was i n danger. I t was the Snow 

8 T r i l l i u m . I looked on the Pennsylvania DCNR website, and 

9 i t sa i d i t was rare, not endangered. I n the rep o r t I saw 

10 where i t said endangered and I also read where i t said 

11 r a r e . 

12 I t r i e d t o t a l k to somebody at DCNR, but she j u s t 

13 r e f e r r e d me t o the website. I t b a s i c a l l y says t h a t the 

14 p l a n t i s not endangered. I t ' s a c t u a l l y c o n t r a d i c t i n g 

15 because a l e t t e r was sent from the Pennsylvania DCNR to GAI 

16 saying t h a t i t was endangered. 

17 JUDGE NENE: This i s i n t h a t Coal Valley? 

18 THE WITNESS: Coal Vall e y area. I was wondering i f 

19 -- they said i t d i d not a f f e c t the impact, but when I 

20 looked. . . 

21 JUDGE NENE: I read i t to say i t was rare i n t h a t 

22 area. 

23 THE WITNESS: There were a c t u a l l y two instances i n 

24 the r e p o r t . One said endangered, and they r e f e r r e d t o a 

25 l e t t e r from DCNR, and the next two pages show from the 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y ( 7 1 7 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



• 

177 

1 DCNR, the f i r s t page shows the endangered p l a n t , and the 

2 second page shows t h e Snow T r i l l i u m as b e i n g what i t i s , 

3 a p p a r e n t l y secure, v u l n e r a b l e and P e n n s y l v a n i a r a r e . 

4 The l a s t i s s u e I have i s t h e y mention i n t h e r e p o r t 

5 about Wildwood Mine. Having worked c o a l mines f o r two 

6 summers, I know the dangers o f a mine, b u t I a l s o now t h a t 

7 t h e r e a re dangers above ground. I l o o k e d on t h e DEP 

8 w e b s i t e t o see what area had mines. 

9 On t h e map, you can Ventura D r i v e . I d i d n ' t 

10 h i g h l i g h t i t , b u t . . . 

11 JUDGE NENE: What's t h e r e d l i n e on the map. 

12 THE WITNESS: I t h i n k i t ' s t h e t u r n p i k e . 

13 JUDGE NENE: Okay. 

14 THE WITNESS: I f you f o l l o w Wildwood Road, y o u ' w i l l 

15 Ventura. B a s i c a l l y i t ' s s a y i n g t h a t t h e i t i s mined 

16 underneath t h e e x i s t i n g s u b s t a t i o n . Now, i s i t a concern? 

17 Your guess i s as good as mine as t o what can happen. 

18 You have heard a l o t o f t e s t i m o n y here today and you 

19 are g o i n g t o hear a l o t more c o n c e r n i n g h e a l t h , s a f e t y 

20 hazards, and I j u s t wanted express my concerns about t h i s 

21 mine. 

22 JUDGE NENE: Thank you. We w i l l make your e x h i b i t 

23 p a r t o f the r e c o r d . 

24 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

25 (Witness excused.) 
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1 JUDGE NENE: A. R. Belmont. 

2 MR. BELMONT: I have n o t h i n g t o say a t t h i s t i m e . 

3 Mr. H i g g i n s covered p r e t t y w e l l what I was g o i n g t o say. 

4 JUDGE NENE: Thank you, s i r . 

Tom Negle. 

6 MR. NEGLE: My name i s Tom Negle, N-e-g-l-e. I 

7 l i v e a t 1959 Shady Oak C i r c l e . 

Whereupon, 

9 TOM NEGLE 

10 h a v i n g p r e v i o u s l y been d u l y sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

11 DIRECT TESTIMONY 

12 JUDGE NENE: Go ahead, s i r . 

13 THE WITNESS: L i k e Mr. Nypaver, I w i s h t o say thank 

14 you t o the PUC f o r g i v i n g us t h i s forum t o a i r some 

35 concerns, and thanks t o a l l o f you i n v o l v e d f o r g i v i n g us 

16 due c o n s i d e r a t i o n as homeowners. I t ' s g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e d . 

17 We are f o r t u n a t e , even though l i v i n g i n P i t t s b u r g h , 

jg we are i n an area t h a t ' s e x p e r i e n c i n g some grow t h , and 

1 9 t h a t ' s something you don't n o r m a l l y hear i n t h e P i t t s b u r g h 

20 area. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , accommodating t h a t g r o w t h can a t 

21 times l e a d t o d i f f e r e n c e s o f o p i n i o n and c l a s h i n g 

22 i n t e r e s t s . Of course, t h a t ' s what we are i n v o l v e d w i t h 

23 r i g h t here -

24 I n o r d e r t o get a d d i t i o n a l power s u p p l y out t o t h e 

2 5 n o r t h e r n suburbs, Duquesne L i g h t i s l o o k i n g a t u t i l i z i n g 
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route E as the best way of accommodating 138 kV l i n e . 

Obviously, we along t h a t route E, so we are concerned about 

3 t h a t . 

4 During l a s t n i ght's testimony, I heard one question, 

5 what would you suggest as a l t e r n a t i v e ? That's exceedingly 

6 important. I don't t h i n k we can come up here and j u s t say, 

7 we don't want i t . You have to do something t o accommodate 

the growth. I would l i k e say t h a t route C i s your best of 

9 accommodating t h a t growth. 

10 When I take a look at the Duquesne L i g h t website, 

11 the f r e q u e n t l y asked questions, I take a look p a r t i c u l a r l y 

12 at what you have w r i t t e n about l i n e C and where i t ' s 

13 located. I t i s s t a t e on your website t h a t route C i s 

14 almost e n t i r e l y on an operating right-of-way own by CSX 

15 Tran s p o r t a t i o n . That would seem good because there are no 

16 residents along t h a t right-of-way, or a t l e a s t minimal. 

17 On your website, i t does say t h a t route i s h i g h l y 

undesirable, and t h a t ' s because the r i g h t t o locate those 

1 9 l i n e s i s not an absolu t e l y permanent r i g h t . There's a 

20 chance t h a t perhaps you can be kicked t o the curb. I don't 

21 know i f you can q u a n t i f y what the p o s s i b i l i t y of t h a t might 

22 be. 

23 Neither can we q u a n t i f y what the percentage chance 

24 might be t h a t we could occur some k i n d of carcinogenic 

25 e f f e c t s t o the electromagnetic f i e l d s , but s t i l l , you know, 
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t h e r e i s what Donald Rumsfeld would c a l l t h e "known 

unknown." We know t h a t these are a c o n s i d e r a t i o n . We j u s t 

don't know how t o q u a n t i f y them. 

There are a l s o known knowns. I f you are t o ta k e a 

lo o k a t the d i f f e r e n t r o u t e s , such as r o u t e C, you have t o 

t h i n k , what i s our a d d i t i o n a l c o s t s . Are you w i l l i n g , . o r 

have you done any k i n d o f s t u d y t o say what your a d d i t i o n a l 

c o s t s would be f o r g o i n g r o u t e C? 

MS. SESTAK: Your Honor, would you l i k e us t o 

respond t o t h a t ? 

JUDGE NENE: Have you done any c a l c u l a t i o n s ? 

MS. SESTAK: I have not p e r s o n a l l y . I'm not 

c e r t a i n t h a t we have anybody here t o n i g h t who has t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n . I can commit t o b r i n g i n g some w i t h t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e e v i d e n t i a r y h e a r i n g s . 

JUDGE NENE: As a m a t t e r o f f a c t , as a r e s u l t o f 

l a s t n i g h t ' s t e s t i m o n y , I am go i n g t o r e q u e s t t h a t you 

produce t h a t evidence a t the t e c h n i c a l h e a r i n g s . I was 

go i n g t o make t h a t statement a t the c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e 

t e s t i m o n y so t h a t evidence w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d . 

THE WITNESS: Here i s where I would l i k e t o go w i t h 

t h a t t h o u g h t . We are l o o k i n g r i g h t now a t r o u t e E b e i n g 

4.9 m i l e s , and along t h a t 4.9 m i l e s , t h e r e i s how many 

houses? I don't know t h e number, you m i g h t . What would be 

the average v a l u e o f these houses? I'm g o i n g t o e s t i m a t e 
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1 somewhere i n the area of $150,000, $200,000 a house. 

2 Of course, i t ' s a much broader range than t h a t , but 

3 i f you take the study t h a t Mr. Higgins c i t e d that t a l k s 

4 about a ten percent devaluation, you are t a l k i n g about each 

5 homeowner being subjected to $15,000 to $20,000 of reduced 

6 net worth. To some, that might not mean much. To others, 

7 t h a t might be a tremendous burden. 

8 So, you take a look at what your a l t e r n a t i v e i s , and 

9 that might be l i n e C. What i s your cost there? Well, 

10 somebody had mentioned to me p r e v i o u s l y t h a t i f you 

11 negotiate a right-of-way w i t h the r a i l r o a d , i t could 

12 conceivably be about $40 a f o o t . That would be maybe about 

13 $1,020,000 over the course of 4.9 miles. 

14 Duquesne L i g h t has 78 m i l l i o n shares of stock 

15 outstanding. That a d d i t i o n a l cost i s simply 1.3 cents a 

16 share. I t ' s not too much of a burden t o Duquesne L i g h t and 

17 would r e l i e v e a tremendous burden on many of us homeowners. 

18 Duquesne L i g h t has a statement of Corporate 

19 P r i n c i p l e s , dated A p r i l 22nd, 2004 and was amended November 

20 19th, 2004. There are several statements here, but one of 

21 them i s , "By v i r t u a l l y any measure, success i n the conduct 

22 of our core business as a p u b l i c u t i l i t y i s dependant upon 

23 maintaining a h i g h l y p o s i t i v e s t a t u r e , and i n some 

24 instances, harmonious r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h c e r t a i n 

25 c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . The most important of these are our 
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1 r e s i d e n t i a l , commercial and i n d u s t r i a l customers." 

2 We asking t h a t Duquesne Light enhance t h a t customer 

3 r e l a t i o n s h i p and u t i l i z e route C as an a l t e r n a t i v e since 

4 i t ' s traverses a r a i l r o a d and not r e s i d e n t i a l 

5 neighborhoods. Thank you. 

6 JUDGE NENE: Thank you very much. 

7 (Witness excused.) 

8 Francis Cooper. 

9 Whereupon, 

10 FRANCIS COOPER 

11 having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

12 DIRECT TESTIMONY 

13 JUDGE NENE: Go ahead, s i r . 

14 THE WITNESS: I'm Francis Cooper here w i t h my w i f e 

15 Nancy, 1645 Pin Oak, 15237. We're about three houses down 

16 from Thompson Run. 

17 B a s i c a l l y I agree w i t h -- I'm not going to repeat 

jg everything. I agree w i t h what has been said here. I t h i n k 

19 one of the things t h a t should happen i s the process should 

20 be changed so t h a t when people l i k e y o u r s e l f are lo o k i n g at 

21 these proposals, t h a t Duquesne L i g h t shows you what i t i s 

22 going t o cost t o b u i l d t h i s t h i n g . That's what they are 

23 i n t e r e s t e d i n . 

24 I t h i n k i t ' s g o t t o b e broader than t h a t . You've 

25 got to have numbers. Everybody's got the estimates, w e l l , 
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100 houses, 200 houses. That study can be done. I t might 

take a week, but somebody can do a study and say, along 

t h i s route, there are 340 houses, there i s an approximately 

house value o f t h i s much. Real estate agents can give t h a t 

to you, and then you can see what the r e a l cost i s . 

This t h i n g about the hundred f e e t i n the t h i r d - w o r l d 

c o u n t r i e s , and we are s t r u g g l i n g here, p u t t i n g these l i n e s 

over our heads. We should know how many people l i v e w i t h i n 

a hundred f e e t and t h a t should be par t of the proposal t h a t 

they give you. Then you look at t h a t and then you look at 

the one f o r the r a i l r o a d , and then you say, t h i s i s a no-

br a i n e r . I f i t ' s a few d o l l a r s e x t r a , so what? 

I'm a Duquesne Light customer, and i f t h i s were 

going i n anywhere else, I don't care where i t would be, I 

would be w i l l i n g t o pay the e x t r a . The shareholders, okay, 

they can pay some, but the customers don't want to see 

other customers g e t t i n g a raw deal. 

I f the r a i l r o a d l i n e would even cost more money and 

i t would a f f e c t fewer people, I , as a customer, would be 

w i l l i n g t o pay t h a t even i f i t were i n another area because 

I wouldn't want i t done to me. 

Somebody should evaluate the d e p r e c i a t i o n on the 

houses and on people l i k e Ms. Brown who has got a business. 

What would i t cost t o r e l o c a t e her and make her whole? 

That's only f a i r . 
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That's a l l I'm asking, and I t h i n k i f the process 

were changed t o have those considerations when you look at 

these t h i n g s , you might come to a d i f f e r e n t conclusion a 

l o t f a s t e r and save everybody a l o t of hassle. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

(Witness excused.) 

Don and A l l i s o n F u j i t o ? 

MR. FUJITO: Your Honor, we have nothing t o add. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you, s i r . Barbara Zaun. You 

were here l a s t n i g h t and I asked you to come back because 

you had c e r t a i n e x h i b i t s . 

MS. ZAUN: You d i d , and I'm here. I spent a l l day 

t r y i n g t o p r i n t these e x h i b i t s . 

Whereupon, 

BARBARA ZAUN 

having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d f u r t h e r as 

f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you. Go ahead. 

THE WITNESS: I would also l i k e t o speak on the 

part of a neighbor who e-mailed me something because he 

could not be here t h i s evening, i f I may. I f not, he's has 

given me permission t o use t h a t as p a r t of my speech. 

JUDGE NENE: Any o b j e c t i o n , Ms. Sestak? 

MS. SESTAK: No, Your Honor, but I ask t h a t the 
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ne i g h b o r be i d e n t i f i e d . 

THE WITNESS: Yes, I w i l l . W i t h which would you 

l i k e me t o begin? 

JUDGE NENE: I t ' s y our f l o o r . 

THE WITNESS: I w i l l t r y t o be s u c c i n c t . L ast 

evening t h e Judge had asked me t o make some c o p i e s a e r i a l 

views t h a t I had downloaded from t h e I n t e r n e t . 

You had asked me t o make f o u r c o p i e s , and I have 

those c o p i e s t h a t I would l i k e t o g i v e . . -

JUDGE NENE: One t o Ms. Sestak, two f o r t h e c o u r t 

r e p o r t e r and I would l i k e one f o r m y s e l f . I hope you have 

one f o r y o u r s e l f . 

THE WITNESS: I do. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

THE WITNESS: I w i l l t r y t o h o l d t hese up and I 

w i l l t r y t o be s u c c i n c t , Your Honor, and you asked me t o 

l i s t them as E x h i b i t A, e t c e t e r a . I have E x h i b i t s A-

th r o u g h S. 

JUDGE NENE: For c o n s i s t e n c y f o r t h e r e c o r d , I am 

g o i n g t o p u t on the f i l e t h a t t h i s i s Barbara... 

THE WITNESS: Zaun, Z-a-u-n, I l i v e a t 8233 

Thompson Run Road. 

JUDGE NENE: T h i s f i l e w i l l be marked as t h e 

Barbara Zaun E x h i b i t s A t h r o u g h S, j u s t so we a l l know and 

the r e c o r d i s c l e a r . 
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1 (Whereupon, the documents were marked 

2 as Zaun E x h i b i t Nos. A through S f o r 

3 i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . ) 

4 THE WITNESS: They are l e t t e r e d A through S, and 

5 again, I w i l l t r y t o be succinct, and I w i l l hold up my 

6 copy f o r those of you here, i f you can see i t . 

7 I downloaded these from a website c a l l e d Live Local, 

8 l o c a l . l i v e . c o m . The f i r s t s e r i e s of photos w i t h which I 

9 w i l l begin here, the road t h a t i s running through the 

10 middle of the sheet i s Thompson Run Road. The road t h a t 

11 cuts that t o a perpendicular i s H a z l e t t Road, f o r those of 

12 you t h a t are f a m i l i a r w i t h t h a t , and E x h i b i t s A through I 

13 w i l l go from H a z l e t t Road to the e l e c t r i c power s t a t i o n on 

14 Thompson Run Road. 

15 I have done t h i s a t , i f you look at the bottom 

16 righthand corner, you w i l l see t h a t t h a t i s a s a t e l l i t e 

17 image and i t i s out from 70 yards, 210 f e e t above our 

18 homes. The house at the corner of Hazlett and Thompson Run 

19 faces H a z l e t t , but the side i s one Thompson Run, i s owned 

20 by Todd Soergel. He was here l a s t evening. He d i d not 

21 speak. He would l i k e me t o speak f o r him t h i s evening, and 

22 I w i l l do t h a t s h o r t l y . 

23 As you see, going down, I have shown t h i s p i c t u r e t o 

24 give an idea t o the Judge and t o the audience, i f you do 

25 not l i v e on Thompson Run, of both the p r o x i m i t y of one 
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1 house to another and also, and p a r t i c u l a r l y , the p r o x i m i t y 

2 of our homes to Thompson Run Road. 

3 This i s E x h i b i t A. You w i l l see seven homes, s i x of 

4 which are on Thompson Run, one i s on the corner of Ha z l e t t 

5 and Thompson Run, and across from t h a t home i s the Russian 

6 Orthodox Church, and to the north of t h a t i s a swim club. 

7 i t i s McCandless Swim Club, which of course there are 

8 c h i l d r e n there every day. 

9 I f you t u r n t o E x h i b i t B, t h i s continues down 

10 Thompson Run Road and i f you continue from n o r t h to south 

11 and you count the f i f t h t h a t you see, the f i f t h t o t a l house 

12 across from which there i s a road going up, t h a t i s my 

13 neighbor 7s driveway -- excuse me, the second house down. 

14 You w i l l see a sidewalk t h a t p a r a l l e l s Thompson Run Road. 

15 That i s my house at 8233. 

16 I f I e x i t my house from my f r o n t door, from my f r o n t 

17 porch t o the pole t h a t i s i n the middle of my f r o n t yard, 

38 and I measured l a s t evening, i t i s 47 fe e t t o th a t pole. 

19 I f you look at my house and the houses on both sides of me 

20 and as you go down the road, you w i l l see t h a t those homes 

21 are p r e t t y much the same distance from Thompson Run Road. 

22 That does not vary tremendously. 

23 At the bottom of the p i c t u r e , you w i l l see a road 

24 t h a t goes to the l e f t at the very bottom. The road t o the 

25 l e f t i s the Pine Run plan, and i f you look at E x h i b i t C, 
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1 t h a t i s now at the top of t h a t . 

2 I f you were to t u r n down Pin Oak Drive, the f i r s t 

3 home on the r i g h t i s , to my knowledge, l i v e d i n by Mr. 

4 Janosko, who spoke l a s t evening, and the house to the l e f t , 

5 I b e l i e v e the couple t h a t l i v e s there are here t h i s evening 

6 and perhaps they w i l l speak l a t e r . 

7 Last n i g h t we had at l e a s t a few, at l e a s t two t h a t 

8 I r e c a l l , one being an e l e c t r i c a l engineer, who l i v e on 

9 Streamside Drive, on the f a r l e f t of E x h i b i t C, and they 

10 were v o i c i n g t h e i r concerns. As you continue south from 

11 Pin Oak down Thompson Run, you w i l l see t h a t i t i s 

12 completely r e s i d e n t i a l . 

13 I'm doing t h i s because when I looked through the 

14 studies of Duquesne Light and I saw t h a t Duquesne L i g h t d i d 

15 have two p i c t u r e s of each proposed route, as I mentioned 

16 l a s t evening, the one p i c t u r e of route E showed the 

17 e l e c t r i c a l power s t a t i o n . The second p i c t u r e was taken 

18 south of Sutter Road l o o k i n g northbound, showed a l o t of 

19 f o l i a g e , which again I admire and i t ' s one reason I l i v e on 

20 t h a t road, but i t showed only two homes. 

21 I'm doing t h i s t h i s evening j u s t so t h a t the Judge 

22 knows and everyone i s reminded, t h i s i s a r e s i d e n t i a l area, 

23 home a f t e r home a f t e r home. 

24 The poles are on the l e f t s ide. On the r i g h t side 

25 where you see Bennington Lane, t h i s i s a new development. 
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1 A l l of the back yards of these homes border Thompson Run. 

2 To my knowledge, these people were not n o t i f i e d at a l l . I n 

3 f a c t , my neighbors who l i v e on the other side of Thompson 

4 Run were not n o t i f i e d because the e x i s t i n g poles are not i n 

5 t h e i r yards. We n o t i f i e d them. 

6 E x h i b i t D continues south and as i t does, you w i l l 

7 see the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f Mclntyre Road, and on th a t corner 

8 i n the upper l e f t , you have a church. I t i s a B a p t i s t 

9 church. On the other side of the i n t e r s e c t i o n , you have a 

10 second church. I f o r g e t the name of t h a t church. North 

11 H i l l s C h r i s t i a n Church. Regardless, there are two churches 

12 at th a t i n t e r s e c t i o n . 

13 On the other side of the road north of Mclntyre, you 

14 see again t h a t you have homes, and those are a l l back yards 

15 of homes t h a t are i n the new development, and those back 

16 yards are very close t o Thompson Run. You can see the 

17 poles from the 70-yard p i c t u r e s . I am c e r t a i n t h a t those 

28 back yards are w e l l w i t h i n the 100 f e e t , w e l l w i t h i n 

19 because i t ' s j u s t the width of the road and then those back 

20 yards of those people's homes begin. 

21 Continuing south t o E x h i b i t E, I go from Mclntyre 

22 Road, again a r e s i d e n t i a l s e c t i o n . We had a Mr. B u c c i l l i 

23 t h a t spoke t h i s evening and the woman who has the c h i l d 

24 care, Ms. Brown. Both of those homeowners l i v e i n t h i s 

25 group of homes, which i s north of Amity Road, which you see 
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1 going t o the r i g h t , but on Thompson Run. Again, t h i s chart 

2 t h a t I have here from A to I shows a l l of the property. 

3 there i s nothing missing. 

4 Those homes -- and again you see the poles. I f my 

5 house i s 47 f e e t , I would say t h a t your homes are 47 fe e t 

6 at the most, and perhaps closer than 47 f e e t . 

7 From t h a t , c o n t i n u i n g southbound, south of Amity 

8 Road, there are two homes to the l e f t , two people t h a t were 

9 here yesterday afternoon. I don't know i f they spoke or 

10 not and I don't know i f they are here t h i s evening. 

11 Then we come i n to the area, i f you continue t o 

12 E x h i b i t F, where you w i l l see t h a t you have fewer homes f o r 

13 a w h i l e , but i t ' s what I mentioned l a s t evening. One of my 

14 reasons f o r moving on t o Thompson Run, and i f you l i v e on 

15 Thompson Run or i f you go on Thompson Run, you know e x a c t l y 

16 what I am saying, the f o l i a g e i n the f a l l i s a b s o l u t e l y 

17 spectacular. 

18 Even though t h i s p a r a l l e l s McKnight Road, when you 

19 are on t h i s road i n the f a l l , i t ' s as though you were i n 

20 the country. That was one reason I chose t o l i v e on t h i s 

21 road, and I have l i v e d there f o r 19 years. 

22 As I continue south from E x h i b i t F t o G, you see 

23 more of the f o l i a g e , but at the bottom r i g h t , you see once 

24 again t h a t you s t a r t w i t h more homes. Notice the p r o x i m i t y 

25 of those homes to Thompson Run Road. That i s cl o s e r , much 
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1 closer than 47 f e e t . I was at these homes. 

2 I f you continue from G to H, I have those homes 

3 again, but now they are i n the top l e f t h a n d corner. A f t e r 

those two homes, you see a road t h a t leads t o the r i g h t , or 

5 as I'm going southbound, i t leads t o the r i g h t . I t i s 

6 Sycamore Drive. I f you l i v e on Thompson Run, you are 

7 f a m i l i a r w i t h Sycamore Drive. Then you have Sutter Road, 

West Sutter Road t h a t leads t o the r i g h t . 

9 - I f you were to f o l l o w from the r i g h t side of the 

10 p i c t u r e , pretend as though you are on Sutter Road, and you 

11 are t r a v e l i n g towards Thompson Run, now you are at the stop 

12 sign. You see th a t from Thompson Run to Sycamore, you have 

13 a b i t of a wedge there. Think of a pie shape. There i s a 

14 home t h a t i s r i g h t there. 

15 I hope you don't mind my repeating. I mentioned 

16 t h i s l a s t t h a t when I went to t h i s home and I asked i f t h i s 

17 person would be i n support of opposing t h i s p r o j e c t , I 

18 don't remember the man's name, but he said t o me, I'm 

19 sorry, I can't because t h i s i s already a done deal. 

20 Duquesne L i g h t has been to my house and they have promised 

21 me new landscaping on the side of my house along Thompson 

22 Run, and f o r t h a t reason, I cannot sign your p e t i t i o n . 

23 That was very u p s e t t i n g to me. 

24 I w i l l continue south. South of t h a t , i f you 

25 continue down and I continue down, you w i l l see t h a t there 
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i s another home th a t veers o f f of Thompson Run. I f you 

looki n g at the p i c t u r e , i t ' s on the l e f t side, the side 

where the poles are. That would the Loebig's house. I 

bel i e v e t h a t i s r i g h t and I be l i e v e they are here t h i s 

evening. I f anything out of a l l t h i s , I've met some new 

people and they have a l l been very nice. 

The Lobic's house, and maybe they w i l l speak l a t e r , 

to my knowledge too, those poles are as close or closer 

than where my house i s , and the house t h a t i s south of 

t h a t , which I be l i e v e t h i s i s Oak Meadow Drive -- i s that 

c o r r e c t ? 

VOICE: White Oak. 

THE WITNESS: White Oak Drive, t h a t i s the road 

t h a t you see going t o the l e f t south of those two homes, 

o f f o f which you see Red Oak. There i s a home r i g h t on the 

corner there of Thompson and White Oak. When I was 

speaking to t h a t homeowner and I was on h i s f r o n t porch, 

the pole was, I would say, w i t h i n 20 f e e t . Those poles are 

r i g h t i n f r o n t of those homes. You can see the p r o x i m i t y 

from the s t r e e t . 

Then the bottom righthand corner where you see Red 

Oak, keep t h a t i n mind, because on E x h i b i t I , Red Oak 

continues. I d i d not go there. I'm sure they were not 

n o t i f i e d , but t h e i r back yards, and t h i s i s the l a s t l i t t l e 

community before you see the e l e c t r i c power s t a t i o n on the 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y (717 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



193 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

r i g h t , t h i s would be the end o f the proposed route, a l l of 

t h e i r back yards border those poles, and those poles are on 

t h e i r side of the road on Thompson Run Road. 

So, A through I , I'm showing you t h i s because I'm 

very concerned about how close we are and p a r t i c u l a r l y 

a f t e r what Mr. Higgins said t h i s evening about not only 

Appalachia Power. Last n i g h t I mentioned Allegheny Power's 

r u l e o f thumb i s not to have any s t r u c t u r e w i t h i n a hundred 

f e e t . Tonight I hear t h a t a t h i r d - w o r l d country w i l l not 

have a s t r u c t u r e w i t h i n 100 f e e t . We l i v e i n a country 

t h a t are we are to be the p r o t e c t o r s of the world and we 

are going through t h i s t h i s evening. 

E x h i b i t J, i f you go from A, which i s at H a z l e t t , 

t h i s i s now going n o r t h . This i s at 100 yards, and I have 

t h i s panned out a l i t t l e b i t t o get i t on one p i c t u r e . 

This takes us -- from the bottom r i g h t , the very bottom 

shows the swim club which i s at the corner of H a z l e t t , so 

i f you couple t h i s w i t h E x h i b i t A, you w i l l see t h a t . You 

have the swim club. 

Going northbound, we have a YWCA, and we have a 

Jewish Temple, the Synagog, and then you see a l i t t l e 

commercialized area. We have an i n t e r s e c t i o n and there i s 

not a red l i g h t , there i s a four-way stop. At t h a t stop, 

we have two gas s t a t i o n s , we have one I t a l i a n r e s t a u r a n t . 

This i s f o r the Judge and Duquesne L i g h t and then I 
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w i l l show, what I would l i k e you t o do, when you go north 

on Thompson Run, I want you t o not bear t o the immediate 

3 r i g h t . That would be Ferguson Road. Those are the people 

4 t h a t you met w i t h a year ago, or someone met w i t h a year 

5 ago, i n i t i a l l y on Ferguson Road. You veer somewhat, you go 

6 s t r a i g h t , but you are veering somewhat here, so i t ' s as i f 

7 you are going t o the shopping center. 

When you come up by the shopping center, you see i t 

9 comes to a three -- you have three l i n e s coming out. Going 

10 s t r a i g h t , you continue on Duncan and there's a l i t t l e wedge 

11 there. That road t h a t leads to the l e f t , t h a t i s r i g h t 

12 next t o the shopping center, i f you look at E x h i b i t K, we 

13 are not on Ringeisen Road. Last n i g h t we had several 

14 speakers from Ringeisen. E x h i b i t K and L, at 70 yards I 

15 have a l l of Ringeisen. Again, I don't l i v e on Ringeisen, 

16 but I'm hoping t h a t i f there i s someone from Ringeisen here 

17 t h i s evening, t h a t someone from Ringeisen w i l l speak l a t e r . 

18 I t ' s very evident i n l o o k i n g at both E x h i b i t s K and 

19 p a r t i c u l a r l y L, how s i m i l a r i t i s t o Thompson Run. There 

20 i s f o l i a g e , there i s p r i v a c y and the p r o x i m i t y of one home 

21 t o the other, and i n a d d i t i o n , the closeness of those homes 

22 t o Ringeisen Road, w e l l w i t h i n the 100 f e e t , probably 

23 w i t h i n the 50. Maybe someone from Ringeisen can elaborate 

24 on t h a t f u r t h e r so t h a t I don't take too much time. 

25 From E x h i b i t L, and I need people from Shady Oak to 
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help me w i t h this-, I had M and N, and i f you hold them l i k e 

t h i s , j u s t l i k e t h i s , i n the bottom l e f t h a n d corner of M i s 

Coventry Square. That i s the end of Ringeisen Road. 

Have your eyes go to the r i g h t , which i s Sample 

Road. Follow Sample Road to the f i r s t road t o the l e f t , 

which i s High Meadow Road. When High Meadow Road connects 

w i t h Concord, go to the r i g h t . Then from Concord, go to 

the l e f t and go up S p r i n g f i e l d Drive. Now you are going 

a l l the way i n t o E x h i b i t N. Follow S p r i n g f i e l d d r i v e u n t i l 

i t ends and you h i t Shady Oak Drive. From Shady Oak Drive 

to the r i g h t , you have Shady Oak C i r c l e . So, the people 

th a t were speaking to you t h i s evening from Shady Oak 

C i r c l e , t h i s i s where they l i v e . 

JUDGE NENE: 

THE WITNESS: 

JUDGE NENE: 

THE WITNESS: 

There's no poles i n t h a t area? 

Oh, yes there are. 

There are? 

Yes, I have closer shots. They are 

coming. 

VOICE: A l i n e goes over a house. 

THE WITNESS: There are poles, and as the man j u s t 

said, a l i n e goes over a house. You w i l l see t h a t . These 

are from 100 yards j u s t so t h a t could show you the e n t i r e 

r o u t e . I t seems as though the people from Shady Oak to 

the bottom Thompson Run, we are the ones t h a t who have been 

speaking, so I wanted t o give you the e n t i r e route without 
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anything having been e l i m i n a t e d , and I d i d i t as w e l l as I 

could. 

I f you look at E x h i b i t 0 and P, O and P are cl o s e r 

p i c t u r e s of Shady Oak C i r c l e . I don"t know, Your Honor, i f 

you would allow someone from Shady Oak to come up here and 

show you, but i f you look at E x h i b i t O, I bel i e v e i f you 

look at the top p a r t of Shady Oak C i r c l e , behind these 

homes you w i l l see power l i n e s . I s someone else allowed t o 

come up here and p o i n t t h a t out to you? 

JUDGE NENE: They can do t h a t i n time. We can only 

take one witness at a time. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. This i s Shady Oak C i r c l e on O. 

I drove there l a s t evening. From the car on the road, I 

saw the power l i n e s . They are there and they are close t o 

the homes. I drove there a f t e r t h i s meeting, so even i n 

the dark... 

You have been very busy since you l e f t 

I have been busy because I care, as 

JUDGE NENE: 

here l a s t n i g h t . 

THE WITNESS: 

everyone else does. 

E x h i b i t P i s also of Shady Oak C i r c l e , and I bel i e v e 

Mr. Negle mentioned the c e l l phone tower. I f you look at 

the f a r r i g h t of E x h i b i t P and look r i g h t where my thumb 

i s , you see a b i t of a l i n e , i t looks l i k e a square. 

That's where t h a t c e l l tower, t o my knowledge, i s , and I 
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1 d i d see i t l a s t n i g h t when I drove up through your Shady 

2' Oak C i r c l e , and I saw i t from a distance, as you had 

3 mentioned. 

4 Judge and Duquesne L i g h t , I o f f e r a l l of these t o 

you, A through P, to give you an idea of the e n t i r e route 

so that you have a l l of the homes. I want to j u s t c l a r i f y 

again and emphasize how r e s i d e n t i a l t h i s i s . 

I have j u s t a few more, and the few t h a t I have; 

9 labeled Q and R, again beginning at H a z l e t t , so Q i s the 

10 same as A only i t i s i n close r . I t i s from 30 yards. 

11 T h i r t y yards i s 90 f e e t . That i s 15 f e e t above the 

12 proposed 75-foot pole f o r the 1 38 kV l i n e . 

13 Again, at the very top.where you see Thompson Run, 

14 to the l e f t i s a house, and t h a t i s the of Todd Soergel, 

15 f o r whom I w i l l speak t h i s evening. To the r i g h t i s the 

16 Russian Orthodox Church. 

17 I d i d t h i s because at 30 yards, you very c l e a r l y can 

18 see those telephone poles. You can very c l e a r l y see how 

close the homes are and you see t h a t the homes do have. 

20 trees close t o those poles. 

21 I f you go from there to R, I am j u s t c o n t i n u i n g down 

22 the s t r e e t , one more shot only, and I suppose t h a t ' s 

23 because my house i s on t h a t shot and I am speaking. My 

24 house i s the one almost i n the middle where you see the 

25 sidewalk. The b u i l d e r b u i l t a sidewalk and then stopped 
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t h e s i d e w a l k , so I'm the o n l y one w i t h a s i d e w a l k . 

That's where I l i v e . I have t r e e s i n t h e f r o n t o f 

my y a r d . They g i v e me p r i v a c y i n b o t h summer and w i n t e r . 

I have t r e e s across t h e s t r e e t , and my n e i g h b o r s b o t h have 

t r e e s . I mentioned a l l o f t h a t l a s t evening, so I won't 

c o n t i n u e w i t h t h a t . 

The l a s t on i s E x h i b i t S. I took t h i s shot because 

i t i s o f n e i g h b o r s , most o f whom I r e a l l y don't know, but 

t h e y l i v e f u r t h e r s o u t h . I know t h a t two o f them here t h i s 

e v e ning. I t ' s by Amity Road. I f you l o o k a t Amity and 

Thompson Run, the house t o t h e l e f t , I b e l i e v e i s the 

Maire's, and I b e l i e v e t h e y are here t h i s e v ening. There 

are t h r e e people here t h i s e v e n i n g f r o m t h e r e . 

Mr. B u c c i l l i , and I'm not su r e , Dean, which house i s 

y o u r s , but I know... 

MR. BUCCILLI: The t h i r d one down. 

THE WITNESS: Okay, t h e t h i r d one down, and t h e 

daycare c e n t e r i s which home? 

MS. BROWN: The second one. 

THE WITNESS: The second one down, okay. So, t h e 

second one down i s t h e daycare. You see t h e p r o x i m i t y 

t h e r e . Those p o l e s are c l e a r l y e v i d e n t a t 30 y a r d s , and 

t h a t ' s why I i n c l u d e d t h a t . The chu r c h , t h e t h i r d c hurch, 

t h i s church does have a summer B i b l e s c h o o l f o r i t ' s 

c h i l d r e n . That s i g n i s p o s t e d i n f r o n t o f t h a t c h u r c h as I 
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speak. 

Those are t h e e x h i b i t s t h a t I have f o r you t h i s 

e v ening. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you v e r y much. 

THE WITNESS: I'm not q u i t e done y e t . 

JUDGE NENE: W e l l , t h i s group, I'm j u s t g o i n g t o 

say f o r t h e r e c o r d t h a t your E x h i b i t s A t h r o u g h S w i l l be 

made p a r t o f the r e c o r d . 

(Whereupon, t h e documents marked as 

Zaun E x h i b i t Nos. A t h r o u g h S were 

r e c e i v e d i n evidence.') 

Thank you. 

You can c o n t i n u e . 

I'm almost f i n i s h e d . I know I am 

be i n g l e n g t h y and I don't mean t o be. 

JUDGE NENE: I t ' s v e r y i n f o r m a t i v e . 

THE WITNESS: The one t h i n g -- I had my notes l a s t 

n i g h t , b ut one t h i n g t h a t I t h o u g h t o f today t h a t I d i d 

f o r g e t and a few o t h e r people mentioned, when I read over 

these s t u d i e s t h a t o t h e r people had a c t u a l l y done a l o t o f 

work i n p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r , I n o t i c e d and I was i n f o r m e d t h a t 

these power l i n e s -- I un d e r s t a n d Duquesne L i g h t needs t o 

improve i t ' s l i n e t o i n c r e a s e i t c l i e n t e l e . You are a 

bus i n e s s and you want more b u s i n e s s . I un d e r s t a n d t h a t . 

But, from what I've re a d , t he new b u s i n e s s , t h e new 

THE WITNESS: 

JUDGE NENE: 

THE WITNESS: 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y ( 7 1 7 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



200 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

c l i e n t e l e , because as I mentioned l a s t n i g h t , I s a i d t h a t 

we are the c a p t i v e c l i e n t e l e and t h a t those o f us who l i v e 

here, we do have a c h o i c e f o r power g e n e r a t i o n , b u t we do 

not have a c h o i c e f o r power d i s t r i b u t o r . 

You have t o be our c h o i c e , and we have been p l e a s e d 

w i t h you so f a r . I don't t h i n k anyone has a problem w i t h 

t h e e l e c t r i c . But, the new power l i n e i s not g o i n g t o g i v e 

me b r i g h t e r l i g h t i n my home, i t ' s n ot g o i n g t o g i v e me 

more power a t a l l . Those new l i n e s a re g o i n g t o be f o r 

people t h a t are l i v i n g i n Cr a n b e r r y and near B u t l e r . That 

i s t o i n c r e a s e your market share t h a t you have more 

c l i e n t s , and I un d e r s t a n d t h a t . You're a b u s i n e s s . 

But, at the same t i m e , when you have people t h a t do 

not have c h o i c e s and you have c l i e n t e l e such as us who have 

been your c l i e n t s and customers from a number o f years 

w i t h o u t a c h o i c e , t h e n , as I s a i d l a s t n i g h t , you have an 

e t h i c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o make sure t h a t you do n o t 

n e g a t i v e l y impact our q u a l i t y o f l i f e j u s t t o get i n c r e a s e d 

market share f o r i n c r e a s e d b u i l d i n g t h a t i s on i n t h e 

n o r t h , e s p e c i a l l y when t h e y are o t h e r c h o i c e s . 

The man t a l k e d about t h e r a i l r o a d , and what I have 

l o o k e d t h r o u g h w i t h t h e r a i l r o a d s and what t h e o t h e r people 

have s a i d , t h e r a i l r o a d o r even on t h e highway where I have 

seen high-power l i n e s , b ut t h e r a i l r o a d , t h e r e are no homes 

on t h e r e . 
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1 There i s no one l i v i n g close by, there i s no concern 

2 t h a t someone's c h i l d , or even a d u l t s , w i l l be harmed i n any 

3 way, and no property values w i l l be l o s t . Also, the 

4 ae s t h e t i c s , which are important t o a l l of us, w i l l not be 

jeopardized because of t h a t . 

6 That's a l l I have to say on my behalf. I ask th a t I 

7 be allowed t o read j u s t one comment from Todd Soergel who 

was not able to be here t h i s evening. 

9 JUDGE. NENE: You may. 

10 THE WITNESS: Thank you. Todd Soergel was here 

11 l a s t evening. His l a s t name i s S-o-e-r-g-e-1. He l i v e s at 

12 1578 H a z l e t t Road. I f you t h i n k of Thompson Run and 

13 Hazlett Road, he l i v e s on the corner. He e-mailed t h i s t o 

14 me today because he said t h a t u n f o r t u n a t e l y , something came 

15 up and he was not able t o speak and he asked t h a t I do 

16 t h i s , so I am reading Todd' s words. 

17 "Many of my neighbors have made eloquent and 

18 compelling statements regarding t h i s proposed route and i t s 

19 p o t e n t i a l heath r i s k s , i t s negative impact on property 

20 values, i t s d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t on trees and the a e s t h e t i c 

21 q u a l i t i e s of the r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods i t w i l l 

22 traverse, and flaws i n the GAI study. Rather than repeat 

23 these arguments, I w i l l simply s t a t e t h a t I agree w i t h 

24 them, although the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of EMFs as a possible 

25 human carcinogen bears repeating. 
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1 "As a parent of two young c h i l d r e n i n a home t h a t i s 

2 less than 50 f e e t from the e x i s t i n g l i n e , t h i s i s my 

3 primary concern." 

4 Second b u l l e t . " I believe the f i n a n c i a l 

5 i m p l i c a t i o n s of choosing an a l t e r n a t i v e route w i t h lower 

6 r e s i d e n t i a l impact also must be c a r e f u l l y reviewed. The 

7 Frequently Asked Questions p o r t i o n of Duquesne L i g h t ' s own 

8 website f o r t h i s p r o j e c t notes the d i f f i c u l t y of 

9 c o n s t r u c t i o n , temporary inconvenience to businesses, and 

10 added distance of route A" route a i s along Route 8, "as 

11 w e l l as the d i f f i c u l t i e s of l i c e n s i n g arrangements w i t h CSX 

12 Transportation, Inc., r e q u i r e d of route C," which i s along 

13 the r a i l r o a d . " I n short, these d i f f i c u l t i e s equate to 

14 added cost f o r Duquesne L i g h t . 

15 " I n 2005, Duquesne L i g h t Holdings, the parent 

16 company of Duquesne Light Company, r e a l i z e d net income of 

17 $114.2 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . I n 2004, net income was $87.0 

1 8 m i l l i o n . This i s a f t e r a l l operating costs, taxes and 

39 other expenses. These f i g u r e s are from Duquesne L i g h t 

20 Holdings' own 2005 Annual Report." 

21 Next b u l l e t . " I do not know the a c t u a l cost of t h i s 

22 proposed l i n e , but I have seen estimates t h a t the t o t a l i s 

23 i n the $3 m i l l i o n d o l l a r range. Any increased cost 

24 associated w i t h an a l t e r n a t i v e route would appear t o be 

25 minor to a company generating t h i s much annual income." 
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Next b u l l e t . " I t was mentioned i n a p r e v i o u s 

h e a r i n g t h a t w h i l e consumers may have t h e o p t i o n t o choose 

from whom we purchase our e l e c t r i c i t y , we have no such 

o p t i o n i n terms o f who t h e d i s t r i b u t o r o f t h a t e l e c t r i c i t y 

i s . I n t h a t r e g a r d , Duquesne L i g h t i s our o n l y o p t i o n . " 

Next b u l l e t . " I t i s i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e , t h e n , t h a t 

Duquesne L i g h t would propose a r o u t e t h a t causes so much 

l o n g - t e r m n e g a t i v e impact t o the r e s i d e n t i a l areas i t 

s e r v e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y when v i a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s a re 

a v a i l a b l e . " 

The f i n a l b u l l e t . " This community demands t h a t 

Duquesne L i g h t , a PUBLIC," p u b l i c i s i n a l l caps, " u t i l i t y 

r e s p e c t t he concerns o f t h e p u b l i c f r o m w h i c h i t g e n e r a t e s 

i t s revenue stream and develop a s u i t a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e t o 

t h i s p r o p o s a l . I ask t h a t t h e PUC deny Duquesne L i g h t 

p e r m i s s i o n t o proceed w i t h t h i s p r o j e c t u n t i l t h a t i s done. 

Thank you." 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you v e r y much. 

MS. SESTAK: Your Honor, can I say something? 

I a p o l o g i z e , are you f i n i s h e d ? 

THE WITNESS: My f i n a l t h i n g i s , a g a i n I'm not 

speaking f o r m y s e l f , I have a l i s t o f s i g n a t u r e s o f 

neigh b o r s t h a t w i l l oppose t h e p r o j e c t , and I have a copy 

t h a t I would l i k e t o g i v e t o you t h i s e v e n i n g . 

JUDGE NENE: Do you have a copy f o r Ms. Sestak and 
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1 two f o r the r e p o r t e r , or do you want t o submit them l a t e r ? 

2 THE WITNESS: I have one copy. 

3 JUDGE NENE: You w i l l have t o mark i t as an e x h i b i t 

4 and submit i t . We w i l l mark i t as your e x h i b i t . 

5 THE WITNESS: Can I run down and get copies? 

6 JUDGE NENE: Are you through w i t h your testimony? 

7 THE WITNESS: I am. 

8 JUDGE NENE: Let Ms. Sestak speak f i r s t . 

9 MS. SESTAK: Your Honor, I have no questions. I 

10 have a b r i e f comment. As you know, Duquesne L i g h t Company 

11 i s r e s e r v i n g i t s testimony f o r the e v i d e n t i a r y hearings t o 

12 deal w i t h issues l i k e electromagnetic f i e l d s and thin g s of 

13 that nature. 

14 However, i t ' s important t o c l a r i f y at t h i s p o i n t 

15 that Duquesne L i g h t Company has not promised landscaping t o 

16 anyone i n conj u n c t i o n w i t h t h i s p r o j e c t . I t ' s possible 

17 that landscaping has been promised by Duquesne L i g h t t o an 

13 i n d i v i d u a l f o r some other reason unr e l a t e d t o t h i s p r o j ect. 

19 No landscaping has been promised i n conj u n c t i o n w i t h t h i s 

20 p r o j e c t . 

21 I n a d d i t i o n , Duquesne L i g h t does not in t e n d t o use 

22 t h i s p r o j e c t t o serve anyone beyond i t s service t e r r i t o r y , 

23 i n c l u d i n g Cranberry and B u t l e r . These are not p a r t of 

24 Duquesne L i g h t ' s service t e r r i t o r y . The purpose of t h i s 

25 p r o j ect i s t o provide enhanced service t o our e x i s t i n g 
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customers because the t h r e e s u b s t a t i o n s i n t h i s a re 

p r e s e n t l y e i t h e r o v e r l o a d e d o r v e r g i n g on b e i n g o v e r l o a d e d , 

as w i l l be p r e s e n t e d f u r t h e r a t t h e e v i d e n t i a r y h e a r i n g s . 

But, I wanted t o make c l e a r t h a t Duquesne L i g h t 

Company i s not a t t e m p t i n g t o o b t a i n f u r t h e r customers 

o u t s i d e o f our j u r i s d i c t i o n a l s e r v i c e t e r r i t o r y . 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you. Ms. Zaun, i f you w i l l mark 

t h a t e x h i b i t as Zaun E x h i b i t T and you may go and p r o v i d e 

us w i t h c o p i e s w i t h o u t coming back on t h e r e c o r d , okay? 

(Whereupon, t h e document was marked 

as Zaun E x h i b i t No. T f o r 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and was r e c e i v e d i n 

evidence.) 

Thank you. 

Thank you v e r y much f o r a l l t he work 

THE WITNESS: 

JUDGE NENE: 

you d i d on t h i s . 

(Witness excused.) 

Robert Watkins. 

Whereupon, 

ROBERT WATKINS 

ha v i n g p r e v i o u s l y been d u l y sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

THE WITNESS: My name i s Robert Watkins. I l i v e a t 

1933 Shady Oak C i r c l e i n A l l i s o n Park. 

Your Honor, I j u s t would l i k e t o thank you f o r 
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a l l o w i n g myself and everyone here the o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak. 

I do appreciate i t . I appreciate the representatives of 

Duquesne L i g h t and everyone here who has come to represent 

your community and yourselves. 

Everything t h a t I have heard c e r t a i n l y increases my 

passion about how I f e e l about t h i s . Obviously, passion 

i s n / t going t o necessarily make or break an argument as f a r 

as what the r i g h t i s t o do there. Nonetheless, I w i l l hope 

to at l e a s t express my opinion without o v e r - r e i t e r a t i n g 

some of the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t has been already be brought 

before you, Your Honor. 

I f i r s t o f f want to address the issue of home 

values. I have a great concern w i t h t h a t impact and I 

r e a l l y do hope there can be a l i t t l e b i t f u r t h e r i n s i g h t 

done as f a r as what t h i s r e a l l y means as an impact. We've 

t a l k e d about -- we don't need to review the numbers, but 

the f i g u r e s t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n as f a r as net p r o f i t , I 

bel i e v e we are t a l k i n g less than a couple pennies, what the 

p o t e n t i a l cost could be when you break i t down to the per 

share costs versus comparatively what I b e l i e v e i s an undue 

burden on a homeowner and the percentage of a h i t we 

expected t o take on a home. 

My home i s on Shady Oak C i r c l e . I don't know i f 

i t ' s p r a c t i c a l at t h i s p o i n t t o r e f e r back t o Zaun E x h i b i t s 

0 and P, to b r i e f l y look so I can j u s t p o i n t i t out to you. 
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JUDGE NENE: That's f i n e . 

THE WITNESS: Just t o give you some context, i f we 

look on E x h i b i t O, Shady Oak C i r c l e , my house i s , i f you 

are loo k i n g at the very middle of the p i c t u r e towards the 

top, r i g h t where the word Oak i s , there's a sidewalk t h a t 

goes t o the a house and you can see a l e v e l of pine trees 

d i r e c t l y behind my house. 

JUDGE NENE: Where i t says Shady Oak C i r c l e ? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, almost the top middle of the 

p i c t u r e . I f we s t a r t from the very bottom on Shady Oak 

Drive, you make a l e f t on t o Shady Oak C i r c l e . There's the 

f i r s t group of words. Shady Oak C i r c l e , and then the second 

group of words, Shady Oak C i r c l e , coming around then bend 

t h a t you bear t o your r i g h t . On the l e f t h a n d side of the 

word, Oak, i s my home, 1933 Shady Oak C i r c l e . 

JUDGE NENE: I see i t . 

THE WITNESS: To give you some context, those pine 

trees l i n e behind my house. I do own the property a l l the 

way down t o the road and back, Peebles Road, and a l l of the 

woods beneath t h a t . I n between those pine trees and the 

back corner of my house, i t ' s not r e a l l y v i s i b l e here, but 

those are the power l i n e s i n between there. 

To give you an idea, the required b u i l d i n g on t h i s 

by the one who b u i l t most of the homes on t h i s , from the 

f r o n t road to my f r o n t door, the requirement f o r the 
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b u i l d i n g was 40 f e e t . I n f a c t , i t ' s j u s t about 40 feet on 

the nose t o my f r o n t door. 

I f you make t h a t v i s u a l comparison, you can t e l l 

t h a t i f there i s a set of power l i n e s going between those 

pine trees and my house, we are t a l k i n g , q u i t e f r a n k l y , 

from the one power l i n e e x i s t i n g r i g h t now, probably about 

e i g h t f e e t d i f f e r e n c e . I f you drop a v e r t i c a l l i n e from 

t h a t power and then measure i t over t o the corner of my 

home, we're t a l k i n g about e i g h t f e e t . 

From center l i n e , I w i l l be gracious and say about 

12 f e e t from center l i n e . The actual pole placement, 

however, i s t o the l e f t of my prop e r t y down toward the pine 

trees t o the l e f t of the p i c t u r e , of which we have a p a t i o 

area d i r e c t l y underneath these l i n e s . This i s where my two 

and a h a l f year o l d son plays, and w i l l h o p e f u l l y play f o r 

the f u t u r e through h i s childhood pending the outcome of 

these l i n e s . 

I appreciate you i n d u l g i n g me to give you some 

context. Two house up from t h a t i s the house where the 

power l i n e s go d i r e c t l y overhead. 

As f a r as having f i r e r e c e n t l y , I'm g r e a t l y 

concerned about the p o t e n t i a l f i r e hazards having l i n e of 

t h i s magnitude i n p r o x i m i t y . Obviously I don't know the 

r e a l i s t i c odds of the l i n e , under some store or f o r some 

reason, breaking or snapping, but c l e a r l y we are' t a l k i n g 
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1 v e r y c l o s e p r o x i m i t y t o my house, over o t h e r homes and I 

2 f e a r f o r t h e f a m i l i e s and p o t e n t i a l l y f o r f i r e f i g h t e r s i f 

3 they would have t o p u t themselves i n t h e l i n e o f r i s k , i f 

4 they were w i l l i n g t o do so. 

5 Next I want t o a l s o mention, I'm not an e x p e r t about 

6 the h e a l t h i s s u e s and whatnot. I t h i n k -- what concerns me 

7 i s when I t h i n k about my son d e v e l o p i n g . He's i n a v e r y 

8 i m p o r t a n t developmental s t a g e . The c e l l s i n h i s body are 

9 s t i l l d i v i d i n g and c r e a t i n g him i n t o t h e a d u l t t h a t he w i l l 

10 some day be. 

11 My concern i s we have i n c o n c l u s i v e evidence t o t h e 

12 e x t e n t t h a t t h e r e i s a concern t h a t t h e r e may be a me d i c a l 

13 impact, be i t leukemia, c a r c i n o g e n i c o r what t h a t magnetic 

14 f i e l d has t h e p o t e n t i a l t o do on a human t h a t i s s t i l l 

15 b e i n g c r e a t e d , i f you w i l l . As a f a t h e r , I'm not as 

16 concerned about my p h y s i c a l h e a l t h , b u t t o know t h a t I have 

17 i n v e s t e d and worked ha r d t o purchase a home and t o f e e l 

18 t h a t I may be f o r c e d t o move i s v e r y f r u s t r a t i n g . 

19 JUDGE NENE: Do you want t o take break? 

20 THE WITNESS: We can ta k e a break o r c o n t i n u e , 

21 whichever you p r e f e r , Your Honor. 

22 JUDGE NENE: We can c o n t i n u e . 

23 THE WITNESS: O b v i o u s l y , I have a v e s t e d i n t e r e s t . 

24 I don't f e e l t h a t I'm a c t i n g o r w a n t i n g t o i r r a t i o n a l , b u t 

25 I r e a l l y do need t o emphasize, and maybe t h i s i s a poor 
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analogy, I don't, but we can c i t e d i f f e r e n t examples i n 

l i f e where our h i s t o r y w i l l show us where things were 

thought to be n a t u r a l and healthy t o the body -- I t h i n k of 

c i g a r e t t e smoking. 

When we t h i n k of the progression o f where we are now 

to the po i n t t h a t h i s t o r y has r e f l e c t e d t h a t i t was looked 

at where i t was thought t o be almost homeopathic, i t was 

healthy and then there was t u r n i n g p o i n t . Somewhere along 

t h a t road questions s t a r t e d t o a r i s e . Then i t got to the 

po i n t where, you know what, i t ' s no longer a question. 

I t ' s a c e r t a i n t y t h a t t h i s bad f o r one. 

Maybe i t ' s a poor analogy, but i n my mind i t makes 

to sense t o t h i n k t h a t we have a b i g question mark about 

the medical and saf e t y , the hea l t h and safety, e s p e c i a l l y 

of young c h i l d r e n . Some people mentioned before, studies 

i n Europe t h a t expressed concerns about increased cancer 

and leukemia r i s k s t o c h i l d r e n , t y p i c a l l y under f i v e such 

as my son. 

I worry t h a t i f t h i s l i n e i s put i n and f i v e years 

down the road, we are then able t o determine c o n c l u s i v e l y 

t h a t yes, t h i s i s something t h a t i s damaging and 

threa t e n i n g t o the h e a l t h of c h i l d r e n or a d u l t s . At t h a t 

p o i n t , i t ' s too l a t e . 

I t h i n k what I would ask i s , the term was use before 

by, I b e l i e v e , Mr. Jim Bailey, about prudent avoidance 
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1 because there i s t h i s question mark, i f you w i l l . I would 

2 argue t h a t t h a t i s not being exercised i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

3 instance. 

4 I do be l i e v e t h a t the other routes, the CSX Railroad 

5 route i n p a r t i c u l a r , c e r t a i n would be prudent and would 

6 also avoid exposure t o these p o t e n t i a l r i s k s . I n a d d i t i o n , 

7 I be l i e v e Route 8 would also be a more s u i t a b l e choice. 

8 I would l i k e t o now address a e s t h e t i c s and v i s u a l 

9 impact. Before I do t h a t , when I bought the house, I 

10 learned a very valuable lesson. I saw the power l i n e s and 

11 I f e l l i n love w i t h the neighborhood. I f e l l i n love the 

12 you saw how much property I a c t u a l l y own, about 70, 80 

13 yards down to another road of woods, tre e s , deer, turkey, 

14 everything. I f e l l i n love w i t h the community. I t 

15 v i r t u a l l y borders North Park. I j u s t f e e l t h a t having 

16 these large l i n e s , which I believe w i l l end up r i s i n g above 

17 some of the t r e e l i n e s , t h a t i t ' s j u s t going t o r u i n t h a t 

18 f e e l and t h a t p a r k - l i k e s e t t i n g . 

29 I was naive t o t h i n k -- I can remember back saying, 

20 there's no way they would put high-voltage i n t h i s 

21 neighborhood. I made a b i g mistake. I was ignorant, and I 

22 have learned t h a t lesson. C e r t a i n l y i f I'm forced i n t o a 

23 p o s i t i o n where my w i f e and son and I are forced t o move, I 

24 w i l l c e r t a i n l y not make t h a t mistake again. 

25 The l a s t t h i n g I want to get out i s I be l i e v e , when 
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1 we looked at scoring, and i t ' s been mentioned before, these 

2 e x i s t i n g routes are given a zero on the scoring t h a t 

3 they've used. I don't b e l i e v e t h a t i t ' s been, speaking of 

4 prudent -- th a t i t ' s prudent to ignore the t r a n s i t i o n going 

5 from a low-voltage t o high voltage, from a d i s t r i b u t i o n 

6 l i n e t o a transmission l i n e and not measuring t h a t i n t o the 

7 f a c t o r . Quite f r a n k l y , I t h i n k i f were measured i n t o the 

8 f a c t o r s , the score would i n f l a t e t o the p o i n t where t h i s 

9 would not be a v i a b l e o p t i o n . 

10 However, as i t may be, we are going o f f the numbers 

11 at t h i s moment as they s i t , but I would ask Your Honor to 

12 consider t h a t e v a l u a t i o n t o be done on some l e v e l t o 

13 q u a n t i f y t h i s route r a t h e r than e s s e n t i a l l y e l i m i n a t i n g 

14 i t ' s impact simply because i t ' s an e x i s t i n g r i g h t - o f - w a y . 

15 I be l i e v e t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e i s q u i t e s i g n i f i c a n t . 

16 I have heard i t mentioned also as f a r as temporary 

17 inconvenience t o some of the business on Route 8 and 

18 whatnot. I t h i n k a temporary inconvenience t o a business 

19 versus a permanent inconvenience t o homeowners i s something 

20 t h a t i s r e a l l y a poor argument. I would j u s t r e a l l y ask 

21 you t o please consider i f you were l i v i n g t h i s l i n e as 

22 w e l l , how you would f e e l , i f you would your g r a n d c h i l d who 

23 i s s t i l l growing and developing, t o be exposed to t h a t f o r 

24 16 hours a day. 

25 One l a s t p o i n t , my heart goes out to the woman to 
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has a daycare. W i t h a l l due r e s p e c t , madam, I know son, i f 

I had t h a t c h o i c e , I would not choose t o p l a c e him w i t h i n 

t h a t c l o s e o f a p r o x i m i t y t o h i g h - v o l t a g e power l i n e . - I do 

f e e l t e r r i b l e i f t h i s l i n e goes t h r o u g h , t h e impact t h a t 

i t ' s g o i n g t o have on her l i v e l i h o o d , and I don't t h i n k 

t h a t can be measure. 

With t h a t , a g a i n . Your Honor, thank you f o r 

i n d u l g i n g me and I thank everyone f o r a l l o w i n g us t o have 

t h i s venue. 

Thank you. 

R i c h a r d Jacobs. 

I have n o t h i n g t o say a t t h i s t i m e . 

JUDGE NENE: 

JUDGE NENE: 

MR. JACOBS: 

Your Honor. 

JUDGE NENE: 

MS. GRUARIN: 

Whereupon, 

Thank you, s i r . B e v e r l y G r u a r i n . _ 

Yes. 

BEVERLY GRUARIN 

ha v i n g p r e v i o u s l y been d u l y sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

JUDGE NENE: S p e l l t h a t f o r t h e c o u r t r e p o r t e r , 

p l e a s e . 

THE WITNESS: G - r - u - a - r - i - n , B e v e r l y . I l i v e a t 

8110 Thompson Run Road. I purchased t he p r o p e r t y i n 1991, 

and I have t o agree w i t h Barb Zaun, I was v e r y much 

impacted by t h e appearance o f Thompson Run Road. The name 
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1 of my property was and i s T a l l Oaks. I very much 

•2 appreciate and value those trees t o t h i s day. 

3 On of the things t h a t p a r t i c u l a r l y upset me was the 

4 weighting system and the GAI study t h a t was done. I don't 

5 know i f I am being wholly accurate, but i n reading through 

6 i t , Duquesne L i g h t created the system, determined how they 

7 would weight c e r t a i n aspects of the system and then went so 

8 f a r as to tweak some of those things t o s u i t t h e i r own. 

9 purposes. By tweaking, I mean e l i m i n a t i n g even r a t i n g the 

10 people or g i v i n g them any weight i n t h e i r system who l i v e d 

11 on the opposite sides of the s t r e e t s . C e r t a i n l y t h a t i s 

12 w i t h i n t h a t 100-foot right-of-way. 

13 I know myself t h a t when those l i n e s come through, i f 

14 indeed t h a t i s the case, t h a t according t o t h e i r own 

15 s p e c i f i c a t i o n s w i t h i n t h a t study, t h a t those trees can be 

16 cleared t o s u i t t h e i r purposes so t h a t they do not 

17 i n t e r f e r e w i t h those l i n e s . 

18 I n conjunction w i t h t h a t , j u s t i n the recent past, 

29 so recent as t h i s morning, and th a t can be v e r i f i e d through 

20 your emergency response records, I was d r i v i n g down 

21 Thompson Run Road and two veh i c l e s were stopped j u s t past 

22 Mclntyre, approximately a mile past t h a t i n t e r s e c t i o n of 

23 Mclntyre and Thompson Run road. There was an e l e c t r i c l i n e 

24 sparking and i t exploded w i t h a small e l e c t r i c a l explosion 

25 causing a branch t o f a l l . I can only imagine what t h a t 
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would have been had i t been a 138 kV l i n e . 

I t astounds me t h a t Duquesne L i g h t would even 

c o n s i d e r p u t t i n g t h i s h i g h - v o l t a g e l i n e t h r o u g h a 

r e s i d e n t i a l area and h a v i n g two v e r y v i a b l e a l t e r n a t e 

r o u t e s , ' t he Route 8 r o u t e , which I b e l i e v e . i s r o u t e A, and 

the r a i l r o a d r o u t e , b o t h o f which would not impact a 

r e s i d e n t i a l area. 

I would l i k e t o t u r n t o the q u a l i t y o f l i f e w i t h i n 

t h a t 138 kV l i n e . I r e a l l y applaud some o f t h e people who 

have g o t t e n up here t h i s e vening. You have done some 

marvelous r e s e a r c h . There have been e l o q u e n t p r e s e n t a t i o n s 

and you've done a l o t o f work p r e s e n t i n g them. I'm not 

g o i n g t o r e i t e r a t e . I don't t h i n k I c o u l d even come, c l o s e 

t o d o i n g a b e t t e r j o b . 

The o n l y t h i n g t h a t I would l i k e t o say i s t h a t a l l 

o f us have i n v e s t e d p r o b a b l y t h e l a r g e s t i n v e s t m e n t o f our 

l i f e i n our home and our p r o p e r t y . C e r t a i n l y w i t h those 

l i n e s coming i n , as you can, some o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l s were 

v e r y e m o t i o n a l here t h i s e vening. I t ' s a l r e a d y h a v i n g a 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l impact on t h e i r l i v e and t h e i r w e l l b e i n g . 

Regarding t h e p h y s i o l o g i c a l a s p e c t s , i t cannot be 

r u l e d out t h a t t hese 138 kV l i n e s and t h e h i g h - v o l t a g e 

l i n e s , t h e e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c e f f e c t s , i t cannot be r u l e d o ut 

t h a t t h e y are c a r c i n o g e n i c , and t h a t i s a f a c t . I t has 

been proven by s e v e r a l s t u d i e s . 
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Of course, there's always the a e s t h e t i c s , the noise, 

the house value. When we are look i n g t o another route 

where they were worried about the T r i l l i u m , what i s the 

value of even the p o s s i b i l i t y of harming a human being 

running through a r e s i d e n t i a l area when f o r a small 

f i n a n c i a l investment, they could run through one of these 

other routes t h a t would not impact a r e s i d e n t i a l area.. 

Also, i n new areas they are made to -- the current 

standard i s to put these l i n e s underground, and I don't 

know i f t h a t would be a v i a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e f o r them, but 

th a t might be something t h a t they would want to consider. 

Again I would j u s t l i k e t o r e i t e r a t e what one of the 

other people brought up about the poles and the increased 

i n c i d e n t s of accidents. I'm sure a l l the people t h a t l i v e 

on Thompson Run Road are f a m i l i a r w i t h the husband and h i s 

daughter t h a t l o s t t h e i r l i v e s when h i s Mustang h i t the 

e l e c t r i c a l poles. The car was s p l i t i n two. He and h i s 

young daughter, I believe she was f i v e or under, were both 

k i l l e d . 

We also l o s t a gentleman a few doors down from where 

Barb Zaun and I l i v e . He was doing some work f o r one of 

our neighbors c u t t i n g down tr e e s . He l o s t h i s l i f e as a 

r e s u l t of a high tension w i r e , and i t was not a 138 kV 

l i n e . 

The only other question I would have of Ms. Sestak 
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1 i s r e f e r r i n g back to the i n c i d e n t when Barb Zaun was 

2 c o l l e c t i n g signatures. Unless t h i s man has l o s t h i s mind, 

3 he seemed very adamant regarding the promise of Duquesne 

4 L i g h t t o landscape h i s side yard. He even stated t o Ms. 

Zaun th a t he had h i r e d and at t o r n e y t o negotiate t h i s 

6 t r a n s a c t i o n . 

7 MS. SESTAK: Ma'am, could I ask you, were you 

present when he spoke to Ms. Zaun? 

9 THE WITNESS: No, I was not. 

10 MS. SESTAK: Thank you. 

11 THE WITNESS: But, I don't t h i n k t h a t would be very 

12 d i f f i c u l t f o r your or Duquesne L i g h t t o research as to how 

13 t h a t statement came about or to question the at t o r n e y who 

14 he supposedly has representing him i n t h i s t r a n s a c t i o n . 

15 MS. SESTAK: I t ' s very possible t h a t there i s some 

16 other matter going on between Duquesne L i g h t and t h i s 

17 gentleman other than t h i s p a r t i c u l a r transmission l i n e . 

18 There are many reasons t h a t Duquesne L i g h t might o f f e r t o 

19 landscape property, i n c l u d i n g i f they f o r example, i f a 

20 Duquesne L i g h t t r u c k had c a l l e d damage or any other matter. 

21 THE WITNESS: There was no mention of any damage. 

22 JUDGE NENE: I don't t h i n k we need to pursue t h a t . 

23 THE WITNESS: Surely, I j u s t f i n e t h a t as — i t 

24 j u s t struck me as q u i t e odd. Once again, thank you f o r 

25 i n d u l g i n g me. 
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MR. WATKINS: 

JUDGE NENE: 

MR. WATKINS: 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

(Witness excused.) 

Your Honor. 

Yes, Mr. Watkins. 

I had f o r g o t t e n one p i e c e o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t came i n the m a i l today, so i t wasn't p a r t 

o f my i n i t i a l . . . 

JUDGE NENE: I would a p p r e c i a t e i f you would g i v e 

t h e r e s t o f t h e people and o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak. I f you 

want t o s t a y f o r t h e end... 

MR. WATKINS: That's f i n e . I would t o speak about 

t h i s f o r t h e r e c o r d . 

JUDGE NENE: Okay. James Moorehead, and you are 

Cindy? 

MS. MOOREHEAD: Yes. 

JUDGE NENE: I can ' t r e a d t h e l a s t name. 

MS. MOOREHEAD: That's r i g h t . 

JUDGE NENE: We have t o t a k e one a t a t i m e . 

MS. MOOREHEAD: Should I s i t down? 

JUDGE NENE: No, you can s t a y t h e r e . 

MR. MOOREHEAD: You can o f f e r s u p p o r t . 

JUDGE NENE: That's f i n e . 

Whereupon,, 

JAMES MOOREHEAD 

hav i n g p r e v i o u s l y been d u l y sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 
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DIRECT TESTIMONY 

JUDGE NENE: Go ahead, s i r . 

THE WITNESS: I'm Jim Moorehead, M-o-o-r-e-h-e-a-d. 

We l i v e at 1650 Pin Oak Drive, which i s i n the Pine Run 

plan and our house i s r i g h t along Thompson Run Road. We 

are the f i r s t house i n the plan d i r e c t l y across from the 

Janoskos who have f i l e a formal complaint. 

Our concern r e a l l y i s , i n a d d i t i o n t o the property 

value, we have two small c h i l d r e n and our home i s 

approximately 50 fe e t from an e x i s t i n g l i n e . We c e r t a i n l y 

have a l l due respect f o r Duquesne L i g h t and t h e i r d e s i r e , 

and probably the most economical route i s t h i s route 

because of the e x i s t i n g l i n e . 

We c e r t a i n l y have no bias towards Duquesne L i g h t . 

My f a t h e r worked f o r Duquesne L i g h t f o r 44 years. He 

passed several years ago, but r a i s e d three c h i l d r e n on h i s 

income, so c e r t a i n l y there's no bias t o Duquesne L i g h t and 

I'm a p p r e c i a t i v e of the income t h a t was provided t o him 

during t h a t p e r i o d . 

The concern, again, i s r e a l l y based up the f a c t t h a t 

we have small c h i l d r e n and the a f f e c t on our property 

value. This p r o j e c t has been going on f o r a long time. 

However, we've only become aware o f i t probably w i t h i n the 

l a s t s i x months. 

So, we were -- we have j u s t become a c t i v e i n the 
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1 l a s t month. We were n o t i f i e d about i t and th e n we s t a r t e d 

2 h e a r i n g we t a l k e d t o t h e Janoskos who f i l e d f i l e t h e 

3 c o m p l a i n t and i n f o r m e d us o f i t . C e r t a i n l y our n e i g h b o r s , 

4 and as you l o o k e d a t r o u t e C and they t a l k e d about t h e 

5 houses t h a t are d i r e c t l y a l o n g Thompson Run, t h e r e are_many 

6 more houses on Streamside and so f o r t h , t h e r e ' s a p l a n . . . 

7 JUDGE NENE: You don't mean r o u t e C, do you? 

.8 THE WITNESS: I mean E x h i b i t C. I f you l o o k a t 

9 E x h i b i t C, we are on P i n Oak D r i v e . We are t h e f i r s t house 

10 on the l e f t . As you come o f f o f Thompson Run, we are t h e 

11 f i r s t house on the l e f t . 

12 T h i s map i s a c t u a l l y p r e t t y good, and I w i l l go 

13 r i g h t t o t h i s p o i n t because i f you l o o k a t E x h i b i t C and 

14 you are l o o k i n g a t P i n Oak, our house i s . . . 

15 JUDGE NENE: You have t h e r e d c a r i n t h e dr i v e w a y . 

16 THE WITNESS: The r e d car i n t h e dr i v e w a y . What's 

17 i n t e r e s t i n g when we t a l k about s a f e t y and t h e number o f 

J8 r e s i d e n t s t h a t are here, you can a c t u a l l y see a row o f p i n e 

19 t r e e s t h a t d o t s t h e l i n e a l o n g Thompson Run. You can see 

20 a l s o r i g h t t o t h e r i g h t o f t h e l a s t p i n e t r e e c l o s e s t t o 

21 P i n Oak, you can a c t u a l l y see t h e power l i n e t h e r e . 

22 What I wanted t o p o i n t o u t , and I am g l a d t h i s 

23 p i c t u r e i s here, i s t h a t t h e r e used t o be two rows o f p i n e 

24 t r e e s t h e r e . There i s o n l y one now. The reason i s because 

25 a car came t h r o u g h a t 10:00 or 11:00 one even i n g southbound 
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1 on Thompson Run, went i n between the power l i n e and our 

2 house and took out a second -- there was a second l i n e . 

3 These pine trees were planted maybe s i x fe e t apart i n a 

4 p a r a l l e l row, p a r a l l e l to Thompson Run. I t took out the 

5 whole row o f pine t r e e s . 

6 These pine trees were ten f o o t t a l l and there was 

7 eight of them. The l a s t one was 20 fo o t t a l l . I t sheared 

§ them o f f at the ground. My p o i n t of mentioning t h a t i s 

9 simply t h a t again he came i n s i d e the power l i n e t h a t was 

10 bu t t e d up against Thompson Run. I t j u s t missed t h a t power 

11 l i n e . 

12 Again, s a f e t y i s d e f i n i t e l y a concern on Thompson 

13 Run w i t h t h a t power l i n e . God f o r b i d , i f t h a t would have 

14 h i t t h a t power l i n e , what could have happened. Not t h a t i t 

15 couldn't happen wherever they are going t o r e r o u t e , or 

16 could reroute t h i s power l i n e , but there are a number of 

17 accidents along t h i s road. So, p u t t i n g t h a t high o f 

1$ voltage along t h a t road i s a concern. 

19 One of the -- again because we d i d n ' t have much 

20 n o t i c e , we have been t r y i n g t o catch up and get as much 

21 i n f o r m a t i o n as we could, I went on the website and I see 

2% these s t a t s and I see route A, B, C, D, E and i t took a 

23 while t o f i n d which routes are which and how they come w i t h 

24 these numbers. 

25 I'm s t i l l not sure, but I t h i n k I do, know t h a t i t 
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t a l k s about t h e houses w i t h i n 100 f e e t o f the c e n t e r l i n e . 

Route E, which i s the c u r r e n t r o u t e , i t shows a number o f 

116. I s t h a t 116 houses t h a t are impacted by t h i s ? 

JUDGE NENE: I don't know. Ms. Sestak, do you.know 

what he i s r e f e r r i n g t o ? 

THE WITNESS: I'm r e f e r r i n g t o t a b l e 3-1-A. 

MS. SESTAK: Mr. Cass i s s a y i n g yes, t h a t ' s what i t 

means. 

MR. CASS: That t h e r e a re 116 houses w i t h i n 100 f e e t 

up t h e proposed l i n e . 

THE WITNESS: Okay, 116 houses. That's w i t h i n a 

hundred f e e t o f t h e c e n t e r l i n e , so does t h a t mean i f 

t h a t p o l e i s on my p r o p e r t y , does t h a t mean 50 f o o t on 

e i t h e r s i d e i s your hundred f o o t ? 

MR. CASS: F i f t y f o o t on e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e p o l e , 

i s t h a t . . . 

JUDGE NENE: Ju s t f o r t h e r e c o r d , I want the r e c o r d 

t o r e f l e c t who i s speaking. 

MR. CASS: Mr. Cass. 

JUDGE NENE: Wait a min u t e . I don't know who you 

are . 

MR. CASS: Paul Cass, C-a-s-s. 

JUDGE NENE: Okay. 

MR. CASS: I cannot answer t h a t s p e c i f i c a l l y 

because I don't remember. I have t o rea d t h e language. 
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THE WITNESS: The reason I asked i s because th a t 

number seems a w f u l l y low, i t r e a l l y d i d . I f you know t h i s 

route and you t r a v e l t h i s route, t h a t number seems a w f u l l y 

low. So, i t ' s not a hundred f o o t i n e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n ? 

MR. CASS: That i s c o r r e c t . I have the addendum 

w i t h me. I t ' s a hundred f e e t on e i t h e r side of the r i g h t -

of-way. That would be a t o t a l width of 200 f e e t . 

THE WITNESS: There's 116 home or whatever t h a t 

number was; you came up w i t h 116 homes impacted by t h i s ? 

MR. CASS: This number was a r e f l e c t i o n of GAI's 

c a l c u l a t i o n s . 

THE WITNESS: I j u s t b e l i e v e t h a t t h a t number i s 

low, and t h a t ' s one t h i n g , but the second t h i n g i s t h a t 

when you put these poles up i n place, and i f you look at 

E x h i b i t C, Bennington Woods, and you don't r e a l l y see 

Bennington Woods. I don't know i f anyone here i s from 

Bennington Woods, but the k i n d of s i t up high and they have 

a gorgeous view out over a l l of our houses i n t o the v a l l e y 

and up to Mclntyre Square, a l o t of f o l i a g e . 

I'm sure they weren't n o t i f i e d of t h i s . When you 

s t i c k a pole another 25 fo o t up, I'm sure i t ' s going t o 

come even f u r t h e r i n t o t h e i r view. When we t a l k about 

nature and conserving nature and so f o r t h and views w i t h i n 

North Park and everything, I'm sure the weren't n o t i f i e d 

and I'm sure they are going t o impacted because I'm sure 
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1 they weren't expecting t h i s k i n d of pole t o be i n t h e i r 

2 l i n e of s i g h t . I j u s t wanted to mention t h a t . 

3 Again, I haven't had a l o t of time t o study the 

4 routes, but i t would appear t o me t h a t , without seeing the 

5 economics -- I don't know, has any economics been brought 

6 f o r t h at t h i s p o i n t as to the economics of the cost of 

7 doing i t on route A versus B versus C versus D? 

8 JUDGE NENE: No. 

9 THE WITNESS: There has not? 

10 JUDGE NENE: No. 

n THE WITNESS: Okay, so we know 116 houses are 

12 impacted and I know people have allu d e d t o the economics 

13 here, but since we don't know the costs, we can't 

14 adequately discern whether -- we can run some numbers. A 

15 hundred homes, $20 0,000 value average, $20 m i l l i o n 

16 aggregate value of these homes. 

17 I don't t h i n k t h a t anyone would argue t h a t these 

38 poles are increase the value of our homes, would you? W i l l 

19 these increase the value of our homes? 

20 MS. SESTAK: I'm not a r e a l estate expert. I don't 

21 know. 

22 THE WITNESS: Okay. I was j u s t curious. I wasn't 

23 sure, but I don't t h i n k they are going t o increase i t , so I 

24 would have to say they are going impact them somewhere from 

25 one to ten percent. I f you do the math, anywhere from' 
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$400,000 to $4 m i l l i o n would be the impacted r e s i d e n t s , 

which again I b e l i e v e the number of residents impacted here 

i s low, or the number that they have some up w i t h i s low. 

Without seeing the economics of route A versus B 

versus C, we can't make that determination, but i t would 

seem t o me th a t the burden i s being s h i f t e d away from 

Duquesne L i g h t and onto the homeowner. 

These poles are p r e t t y obscene lo o k i n g . They are 

i n d u s t r i a l l o o k i n g poles. We b e l i e v e again without 

l o o k i n g at the a l t e r n a t e routes, my personal opinion i s 

t h a t they belong on Route 8. 

Route 8, I guess t h e i r one argument t h a t I've heard 

against Route 8 i s the impact on the businesses, the 

d i s r u p t i o n f o r i n s t a l l a t i o n of the poles. Route 8 i s 

protected by guard r a i l s , these poles w i l l be p r o t e c t e d by 

guard r a i l s i n the event of an accident l i k e I j u s t 

described. Along our house, we have no guard r a i l s 

They are i n d u s t r i a l l o o k i n g poles. They are q u i t e 

obscene loo k i n g , i n my opinion, and I t h i n k they should be 

on t h a t Route 8 or on the r a i l r o a d . I t h i n k t h a t makes the 

most sense. 

They are s h i f t i n g the burden away from themselves 

and on to the consumer, and I j u s t don't t h i n k t h a t t h a t ' s 

been f u l l y considered and c e r t a i n l y we don't have the 

i n f o r m a t i o n t o gauge t h a t . 
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1 We bought our house e i g h t years ago, approximately 

2 eight years ago. Janoskos and I have t a l k e d . We w i l l be 

3 moving i f these go i n , p o s s i b l y out of McCandless Township. 

4 I hope not because we l i k e McCandless Township, but we w i l l 

5 be moving. I t w i l l impact us. I t impacts a l o t of people. 

6 With a l l due respect, I t h i n k you would agree t h a t 

7 these are not going t o increase value, they w i l l decrease 

& value. You wouldn't want one i n your yard. I t makes a l l 

9 the sense i n the world to put them along Route 8 or along 

10 the r a i l r o a d . That's a l l I have, s i r . 

11 JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

12 (Witness excused.) 

13 Whereupon, 

14 CINDY MOOREHEAD 

1 5 having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

16 DIRECT TESTIMONY 

17 JUDGE NENE: Mrs. Moorehead, s t a t e your name f o r 

38 the record. 

19 THE WITNESS: My name i s Cindy Moorehead, and I 

20 l i v e at 1 650 Pin Oak Drive. 

21 I'm r e a l l y j u s t speaking as a mom. I di d n ' t r e a l l y 

22 hear anyone t a l k about t h i s , but I heard i t mentioned about 

23 t r a f f i c jams. I f t h i s were to go along Route 8, i t would 

24 a f f e c t the t r a f f i c . I don't know i f anyone has dr i v e n on 

2 5 Thompson Run when they were t r y i n g t o patch potholes or i f 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y ( 7 1 7 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



227 

1 Duquesne L i g h t was t r y i n g t o f i x a pole. I t makes the 

2' t r a f f i c h o r r i b l e on t h a t road. I t ' s a two-lane road. When 

3 they paved i t several years ago, i t was horrendous. 

4 My kids have t o get on a school bus at 8:30 i n the 

5 morning. They don't get home u n t i l 4:00. I can't even 

6 imagine what the delays are going t o cause, and t h a t 

7 doesn't j u s t a f f e c t Peebles Elementary School. I t a f f e c t s 

8 a l o t of schools i n the North H i l l s School D i s t r i c t and a 

9 l o t of p r i v a t e schools as w e l l . 

10 I know t h a t ' s not going t o be a long-term t h i n g , but 

11 i t ' s going t o a f f e c t them f o r probably a good p a r t of a 

12 year. I don't know what the school d i s t r i c t i s going t o 

13 have t o do to rearrange t h e i r bus routes and s t u f f f o r the 

14 k i d s . 

15 The other t h i n g Jim had mentioned was j u s t about the 

16 -- there's not j u s t cars on t h a t road. There's b i g tru c k s 

17 and buses th a t b a r r e l down t h a t road at 4:00 and 5:00 i n 

18 the day during rush-hour. I f one of those trucks on a 

19 r a i n y or a snowy day would h i t t h a t telephone pole, you 

20 know -- i t ' s bad enough now w i t h the l i n e t h a t ' s on there. 

21 I can't even imagine i f , my youngest daughter does not go 

22 to school y e t , she were out i n my back yard and something 

23 l i k e t h a t happened. 

24 That's a l l I wanted t o say. 

25 JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 
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MR. MOOREHEAD: And they do wait f o r the bus. The 

bus i s , r i g h t underneath those power l i n e s . 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you. 

(Witness excused.) 

JUDGE NENE: 

Whereupon, 

Gene Maire. 

GENE MAIRE 

having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

THE WITNESS: My name i s Gene Maire, M-a-i-r-e. I 

l i v e at 769 Thompson Run Road d i r e c t l y across from Amity 

Road. 

I don't want t o go i n t o the EMFs and everything 

else. To me, th a t ' s no d i f f e r e n t , Duquesne L i g h t saying 

they don't have the studies or the studies aren't complete, 

than the c i g a r e t t e companies saying c i g a r e t t e s d i d n ' t cause 

lung cancer. We a l l know i t does. There's no need t o go 

i n t o t h a t anymore. 

I wanted to give you a l i t t l e h i s t o r y of how long I 

have l i v e d there. My f a m i l y bought the house i n 1947. I 

own the house now, one of seven c h i l d r e n t h a t grew up 

there. That area was the c l a s s i c p i c k e t fence area i n the 

1940s and 1950s. 

Since then i t has t o t a l l y declined. They widened 
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1 the road, they put i n a l l these massive telephone poles. 

2 My l a s t count was a couple weeks ago, and I t h i n k i t was 

3 e i t h e r 13 or 15 wires hanging o f f those poles. Only three 

4 of them are phone company and cable company. The r e s t 

5 belong to Duquesne L i g h t . 

6 These poles are a l l l i t e r a l l y bending or f a l l i n g out 

7 o f the ground. I f you r i d e up and down Thompson Run and 

8 through some of these plans where these people l i v e and 

9 look at the poles, some of them are t h a t (witness 

10 demonstrating) . 

11 About a year ago I was at the Citco s t a t i o n at 

12 Peebles and Duncan Avenues. I was g e t t i n g gas and a 

13 Duquesne Li g h t t r u c k was j u s t s e t t i n g up to do some work on 

14 the power l i n e there, and I asked him i f he was there to 

15 replace those poles, i f they were g e t t i n g ready t o replace 

16 those poles. These poles are l i t e r a l l y l i k e t h a t (witness 

17 i n d i c a t i n g ) on each side of the road. 

18 He looked at me and he said, we don't Duquesne 

19 Light doesn't have a budget f o r r e p a i r . I said, what do 

20 you mean there's no budget f o r r e p a i r , and he sat there and 

21 he said, they don't r e p a i r the poles. I asked, w e l l , what 

22 do they do w i t h the poles? He explained to me t h a t they 

23 allow them to f a l l over and the insurance company w i l l pay 

24 to replace the poles and f i x the damage t h a t they cause. 

25 I looked at him, and t h i s guy was t o t a l l y serious. 
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1 I said t h a t I can't b e l i e v e t h a t they would allow t h a t . 

2 But, i f you r i d e along these roads and j u s t look up at the 

3 poles -- most people look r i g h t i n f r o n t of them, they 

4 don't look up. Look at a l l the poles along these roads. 

5 They are l i t e r a l l y coming out of the ground. They don't 

6 even put the t i e wires on them anymore t r y i n g to support 

7 them. 

8 They run a l l the power l i n e s on one side of the 

9 pole. They were o r i g i n a l l y supposed to run them on both 

10 sides of the poles t o balance the weight out, but they gave 

11 up t h a t because somebody has to walk on the other side of 

12 the pole and hand the wire around the back side of the 

13 pole. They can't i t r i g h t o f f the r e e l . 

14 So now a l l the wires are on the same side, which i s 

15 causing more of a problem, the same side of the pole t h a t 

16 a l l the transformers are hanging o f f of. Just today, f i v e 

17 transformers i n my neighborhood went out. 

18 Now, Duquesne L i g h t f i x e d the problem very f a s t . We 

19 were only without e l e c t r i c f o r f i v e and a h a l f hours, but 

20 f i v e transformers on our road between my house and the. 

21 substation blew today. I don't know what's i n those 

22 transformers, but th a t can't be safe i f you are underneath 

23 one of those things and the blow on you. 

24 Other problems, other than the poles themselves, i s 

25 th a t t h i s road i s not so much a high-speed road, but i t 
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s i t s at -- between the substation and the other end of 

Thompson Run, there are two bars, one on each end, and 

people get drunk and they come down the road. They f l y 

down the road, they are careless, the run o f f the side of 

the road. 

In the l a s t week alone, there's been two accidents 

i n f r o n t of our house. One of them went through our p i c k e t 

fence i n the f r o n t of our house. I t knocked out our fence 

and our mailbox and pushed i t a l l i n t o our driveway. He 

barel y escaped h i t t i n g the f i r s t pole, and he stopped i n 

time before he h i t the second telephone pole. 

To add e x t r a height to poles t h a t can't even stay i n 

the ground by themselves, and i f a car h i t s them, they 

d e f i n i t e l y come out of the ground, or i f a t r e e f a l l s on 

them. That reminds me of the o l d saying, the bigger they 

are, the harder they f a l l . You know, you put more weight 

up there and you put more height, they are going t o f a l l a 

l o t easier, and you can't even c o n t r o l the ones you have • 

now. 

We are i n the lowest p a r t of the v a l l e y . Where our 

house, Dean's house and Jeanne's house i s , everybody t h a t 

has a mortgage has to have f l o o d insurance out there. The 

v a l l e y i s so bad t h a t the ground i s saturated p r e t t y much a 

hundred percent of the year. You mow your grass i n the 

middle of summer i s bone dry, and your lawn mower sinks 
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1 i n t o the ground. That's why the telephone poles won't stay 

2 up i n th a t area. 

3 They have had to knock down trees r i g h t up by the 

4 sub s t a t i o n . They knocked down a whole h i l l s i d e of trees 

5 because the trees kept p u l l i n g out of the ground and 

6 f a l l i n g on t h e i r l i n e s , so they j u s t wiped out a l l the 

7 trees on the whole h i l l s i d e . That looks r e a l good now. 

8 The property values, myself and my f a m i l y have sunk 

9 thousands and thousands of d o l l a r s i n t o our property and 

10 our house t r y i n g t o maintain i t an upgrade i t so t h a t we 

11 could s e l l i t at a decent p r i c e . 

12 We have a creek dead center i n middle of our 

13 property which i s k i l l i n g our property value. The f l o o d 

14 insurance i s k i l l i n g i t , and now we have to put up w i t h 

15 t a l l e r telephone poles and high transmission l i n e s i n f r o n t 

16 of the house. Anybody th a t says t h a t i s not going t o 

17 a f f e c t the property value i s j u s t an i d i o t . I'm sor r y . 

18 The t r a f f i c accidents are unbelievable. We have 

19 been up to t h i s b u i l d i n g and t a l k e d t o the commissioners 

20 and p o l i c e and th a t t r y i n g t o get them to put i n stop signs 

21 at Amity or red l i g h t s or something t o slow these people 

22 down. 

23 They don't pay a t t e n t i o n . There's always people 

24 stopped r i g h t i n f r o n t of our house t r y i n g t o t u r n on to 

25 Amity, and these people come down and ram r i g h t i n to the 
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back of them or f l y i n t o our f r o n t yard t r y i n g to avoid 

them. 

This i s not a good rout e . Thompson Run should have 

never been considered f o r t h i s , other than t o save you guys 

money, t h a t ' s the only t h i n g I can come up w i t h . 

I've seen the same commercials they have on TV, and 

I'm wonder who you are doing the commercials f o r because we 

don't have a choice i n e l e c t r i c companies. So, why are you 

spending a l l t h i s money saying you upgrading your equipment 

and t h a t when you -- you have th i n g s up against the PUC 

r i g h t now t h a t you want r a t e increases. So, not only are 

we going to lose property values, you're going t o jack up 

our rates on us f o r p u t t i n g these l i n e s i n and a l l t h i s new 

equipment. 

These l i n e s may not be going out t o Cranberry and 

th a t where they got t h a t amazing boom out there, but 

they're going t o housing plans t h a t have s i x , e i g h t , ten 

bedrooms i n them. These people have to a i r c o n d i t i o n them, 

they have to heat them and they have to l i g h t them. 

I was born i n the age where my parents us, a l l of 

us, t o t u r n the l i g h t s o f f when you were done i n a room, 

don't run the a i r c o n d i t i o n e r too long or anything l i k e 

t h a t . These people have to heat a l l these rooms, cool them 

a l l summer long, and I don't t h i n k we should be responsible 

and lose our property value t o people t h a t j u s t t o t a l l y 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y ( 7 1 7 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



234 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

waste energy. 

I d i d n ' t get t o see a l l these people here from 

Duquesne L i g h t and the repr e s e n t a t i v e s . Can I ask them a 

question, i s th a t permissible? 

JUDGE NENE: I t would be b e t t e r i f you t a l k t o them 

a f t e r the hearing. I t ' s 9:15 now and i f you have a 

personal question, you can ask... 

THE WITNESS: No, i t ' s not a personal question. I 

would j u s t l i k e t o know how many of them have these power 

l i n e s r i g h t i n f r o n t of t h e i r house, and i f they would move 

i n t o an area t h a t had these power l i n e s i n f r o n t of those 

houses, i f they would even consider buying i t ? 

JUDGE NENE: We have your opinion. 

THE WITNESS: I would never buy a house w i t h wires 

l i k e t h a t going over the house. Who would? I mean, you 

would have t o be a f o o l t o buy a house th a t has t h a t type 

of e l e c t r i c and those poles. 

Right across the s t r e e t from me, Duquesne L i g h t came 

i n and put a t a l l e r pole on the corner of Amity and 

Thompson. That was about a year ago. They l e f t the o l d 

pole. I t ' s s t i l l there. They got a short pole and long 

pole. There's nothing on t h a t pole. I t ' s been i n t h i s 

guy's driveway, on the edge of h i s driveway, f o r a year. 

They haven't come and removed t h a t pole y e t . 

I'm wondering how many of these o l d poles are going 
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1 to stay standing f o r years before they get around to 

2 p u l l i n g them back out of the ground. Are they j u s t going 

3 to l e t them f a l l ? 

4 That's about a l l I had. I f anybody t h i n k s t h i s 

5 i s n ' t going to hur t our property values, deter people from 

6 buying property, e s p e c i a l l y i n a f l o o d zoned area w i t h 

7 saturated earth where they can't keep the poles up, I'd 

8 l i k e t o meet them because they got to be a f o o l . Thank 

9 you. 

10 JUDGE NENE: Thank you, Mr. Maire. 

11 (Witness excused.) 

12 Darlene Loebig. 

13 Whereupon, 

14 DARLENE LOEBIG 

15 having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

16 DIRECT TESTIMONY 

17 THE WITNESS: I am Darlene Loebig, L-o-e-b-i-g. I 

1 8 l i v e at 671 Thompson Run Road. 

19 I'm not going t o r e i t e r a t e what everyone else said 

20 because I can hardly be as eloquent and have not done the 

21 research t h a t everyone else has done. I thank you a l l f o r 

22 the research and f o r what you have a l l said. 

23 I would j u s t l i k e t o say t h a t I am very concerned 

24 f o r the he a l t h and sa f e t y of myself, my f a m i l y and my 

25 neighbors. I'm concerned f o r my neighbor's l i v e l i h o o d , her 
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daycare center. I'm concerned w i t h my neighbor's young 

c h i l d r e n who are s t i l l developing. I'm concerned f o r the 

safety of the Berkley H i l l s F i r e Department, who would be 

s e r v i c i n g our are should there be a f i r e , and who I b e l i e v e 

would be pos s i b l y a f r a i d t o f i g h t a f i r e i n our area. 

I t h i n k i t ' s h i g h l y immoral t o jeopardize the h e a l t h 

and w e l l being of a group, no matter how la r g e , even i f i t 

i s only 116 houses, f o r the business p r o f i t or the w e l l 

being of another. Thank you. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you, Ms. Loebig. 

(Witness excused.) 

I see on another sheet, there i s a Joseph Loebig. 

Whereupon, 

JOSEPH LOEBIG 

having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

THE WITNESS: My name i s Joe Loebig. I l i v e at 671 

Thompson Run Road. L-o-e-b-i-g. I wasn't going t o speak, 

but I learned a l o t from t h i s meeting and I f e e l l i k e I 

have t o speak now. 

About several months back, I received a l e t t e r from 

Duquesne L i g h t , which I thought was from Duquesne L i g h t . I 

guess i t was from opposing people, a document of some s o r t . 

I j u s t l a i d i t down on my counter and tha t was the end of 

i t . 
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Well, through some of the people here speaking 

t o n i g h t e n l i g h t e n i n g me a l i t t l e b i t , I a c t u a l l y picked 

t h i s l e t t e r up and s t a r t e d t o read i t . I said, whoa, there 

i s something -- some serious concerns here. 

Now t h a t I'm l i s t e n i n g to everybody -- I don't have 

any notes. I have a P i r a t e hat. I'm sorry about t h a t , 

too. I was at the game l a s t n i g h t . I t wasn't p r e t t y . 

Anyway, these people d i d t h e i r homework, and I f e e l 

f o r you, Judge, having to make a dec i s i o n on t h i s . 

I , myself and my w i f e , we l i v e at 671, l i k e I was 

saying, and I'm t h i n k i n g t o myself t h a t these power l i n e s 

-- when I look out my f r o n t window, my head doesn't have to 

go up to see these where the b i r d s land. I t ' s s t r a i g h t 

ahead. I'm elevated at t h a t height, or r e a l close to i t , 

on the top l i n e s , your power, not your telephone l i n e s . 

Anyway, I'm l o o k i n g at these things at approximately 

-- I hear these numbers of 50 f e e t . I b e l i e v e I am under 

50 f e e t - I have a tape measure I always c a r r y i n my 

pocket. I'm a maintenance man and I got to have i t . I t ' s 

a 12-foot r o l l , and I don't t h i n k I need too many more of 

these to go to t h a t pole from my f r o n t door. I'm a c t u a l l y , 

I t h i n k , under t h a t 50 f o o t number. 

Anyway, I thought I had b e t t e r express my opinion 

here because now I'm going to s t a r t doing my homework a 

l i t t l e b i t . I guess i t ' s a l i t t l e short i n time. 
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I f there's another route, I would r e a l l y -- out of 

the kindness o f your heart, I t h i n k you should r e a l l y look 

i n t o t h a t , Your Honor. I t h i n k i t would d e f i n i t e l y pay o f f 

w i t h everyone's f e e l i n g s and f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n s i f we can 

solve t h i s problem some other way. Thank you very much. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you, Mr. Loebig. 

(Witness excused.) 

I can't read the f i r s t name on the next person, but 

i t looks l i k e Sobolov at the end. 

(No response.) 

S i l v i a -- I can't read t h i s e i t h e r , F-u-n-o-v-i-t. 

(No response.) 

Bruce K r i s t . Just f o r the record, t h a t ' s the l a s t 

name I-have here. I f there's anybody else who wants t o get 

on the l i s t , I t h i n k there's s t i l l a s i g n - i n sheet there. 

Whereupon, 

BRUCE KRIST 

having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

JUDGE NENE: Mr. K r i s t , would you s p e l l your name 

f o r the court r e p o r t e r ? 

THE WITNESS: K - r - i - s - t . 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

THE WITNESS: I don't have anything prepared 

e i t h e r , but I t h i n k t h i s has gone -- I'm on 3954 North. 
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1 Monet Court, so i t ' s a c t u a l l y route E-1, which was the 

2 o r i g i n a l l i n e that was proposed. 

3 I t h i n k some h i s t o r y i s important because t h i s a l l 

4 s t a r t e d over more than a year ago and I am s t i l l i n t e r e s t e d 

5 i n i t because they could always go back and choose t h a t 

6 l i n e , and they could choose any of the other l i n e s , or I 

7 should say the Judge could choose t h a t because th a t ' s how 

8 i t was st a t e d t o us, th a t even though Duquesne L i g h t asked 

9 f o r the E now, any of the l i n e s could be chosen. 

10 Whenever we f i r s t s t a r t e d t o go over t h i s at the 

11 McCandless meeting and the Hampton meeting, one of the 

12 things t h a t r e a l l y i r r i t a t e d us a l o t as resid e n t s was the 

13 f a c t t h a t Duquesne L i g h t r e a l l y seemed u n w i l l i n g t o t a l k t o 

14 us or work w i t h us on any of these issues. Things t h a t we 

15 brought up, concerns t h a t we had were b a s i c a l l y e i t h e r 

16 dismissed or ignored. Some answers would be given, but 

17 they were not i n any ki n d of d e t a i l , weren't s a t i s f a c t o r y , 

18 nor have they been up to t h i s p o i n t . 

1 9 Right now I guess some of the things t h a t are s t i l l 

20 a problem, without going i n to a l o t of d e t a i l because I 

21 would l i k e to save a l o t of t h a t s t u f f f o r the e v i d e n t i a r y 

22 hearings, are s t i l l a p a r t of the o r i g i n a l complaint t h a t 

23 we have had. 

24 Even though Duquesne L i g h t conveniently amended the 

25 a p p l i c a t i o n r i g h t a f t e r we had the f i l i n g w i t h over 200 
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signatures on the o r i g i n a l a p p l i c a t i o n , i t seems odd that 

they seemed to address issues, not ours d i r e c t l y , but 

seemed to make i t -- the reason they were doing t h i s 

amended a p p l i c a t i o n was f o r some other k i n d of a reason, 

and t h a t ' s s t i l l not cl e a r to us e i t h e r , even i n the 

explanations t h a t have been given or the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t ' s 

a v a i l a b l e on t h e i r website. 

B a s i c a l l y we s i t out here s c r a t c h i n g our heads 

t r y i n g t o wonder who i s i t t h a t ' s going to help, who i s 

concerned about us because r i g h t now we don't see anyone i n 

t h i s room or who i s on our side or i s going to a s s i s t us i n 

t h i s process. 

We made phone c a l l s t o other people. I f you look 

around, nobody i s here from any businesses, i t ' s only 

re s i d e n t s , another example of how Route 8 would a f f e c t 

r e a l l y nobody r e g u l a r l y . There's very few r e s i d e n t s , i f 

any on there. The ones t h a t are there are going to be 

moving very s h o r t l y . There's a l l kinds of development i n 

store f o r t h a t whole area, the Route 8 c o r r i d o r . 

There's township meetings between Shaler, Hampton, 

Richland, a l l i n t h a t c o r r i d o r . I t ' s going to be new 

development. I t ' s going to be a l l t o r n out, the o l d 

businesses. They have a who planning commission f o r t h a t 

area. That's the best place to put r i g h t now before a l l t 

hat s t u f f happens. 
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1 The sa f e t y issues are r e a l l y important, and I t h i n k 

2 a l o t of the people have h i t on t h a t . I had explained t h a t 

3 r i g h t on my s t r e e t , t h a t the back of my s t r e e t i s Ferguson, 

A and there was an accident there j u s t about two months ago. 

5 You can't help but see l i g h t s when your i n s i d e your 

6 house, t h a t there's something going on. So, we walked down 

7 to see what happened. A pole was l i t e r a l l y cut i n h a l f 

8 about halfway up, which a car cannot get t h a t high. I t was 

9 e i t h e r the stress of the l i n e once the car h i t i t or t r u c k 

10 h i t i t t h a t caused i t l i t e r a l l y crack i n h a l f . 

11 I've heard the people i n t h i s area t h a t have said 

12 about people t h a t have died h i t t i n g these poles. I t h i n k 

13 t h a t person was f o r t u n a t e enough because I never saw any 

14 ki n d of new r e p o r t t h a t they d i d d i e . But, I can guarantee 

15 you t h a t more people w i l l d i e w i t h these bigger poles," 

16 heavier poles and poles t h a t w i l l meant to be i n ground a 

17 l o t deeper, t h a t aren't meant t o come out. They are not 

18 going t o crack, they're not going t o break, they're not 

19 going have any l e t t i n g the stress go. The people i n s i d e 

20 are going t o d i e . 

21 That needs to be on the hands of the people t h a t are 

22 i n t h i s room and other people t h a t are responsible f o r 

23 thi n g s l i k e t h a t because the f i r s t t h i n g t h a t I am going t o 

24 suggest to the people when th a t happens., i s I'm going t o 

25 suggest a l a w s u i t based on a l o t of these th i n g s t h a t are 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y ( 7 1 7 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



242 

1 coming up now because there are a l t e r n a t i v e s . 

2 You have Route 8 which i s curbed, a l o t of guard 

3 r a i l s . I f they had to make curbs i n these areas, i t would 

4 be almost impossible because of how close the houses are. 

5 You would have to tear out people's f r o n t yards t o make i t 

6 safer. 

7 Other things that I ' d ask i s , there i s confusion, at 

8 l e a s t on my p a r t , on how the e v i d e n t i a r y hearings would 

9 proceed and I w i l l need s t i l l more assistance and d i r e c t i o n 

10 on t h a t . I ask th a t Jim B a l i k be allowed to speak at t h a t 

11 hearing, also t o cross examinations of people that Duquesne 

12 L i g h t w i l l put forward because he has a l o t of the 

13 knowledge and has worked i n our group and i s named on the 

14 o r i g i n a l l y a p p l i c a t i o n t h a t we f i l e d , as are, l i k e I said, 

15 more than 150 people, which f o r some reason, the l i s t seems 

16 to have gotten skinnied down. 

17 I can understand t h a t i n some respects, we don't 

1 8 want everybody to have to speak, but I do ask th a t Jim be 

19 allowed to speak be he i s more of a ex p e r t i s e and can 

20 navigate some of the issues t h a t are going t o give some of 

21 us more problems . 

22 1 guess there's probably a l o t of other t h i n g s , but 

23 I do want to keep i t sh o r t . I do ask t h a t -- I'm not sure 

24 i f t h i s i s possible, but a l o t of the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t has 

25 been put forward has r e a l l y come up on us r a t h e r q u i c k l y . 
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At times when we were ready i n the f a l l f o r t h i s process, 

i t ended up g e t t i n g changed on us and there r e a l l y d i d n ' t 

seem to be a d e f i n i t e plan on how these t h i n g s were going 

to go. 

I have to say, based on my own time, I've had to 

take time o f f and some of i t on short n o t i c e , too, which we 

were supposed to be required t o be n o t i f i e d of some of 

these things more than a day i n advance, and I was not 

n o t i f i e d t h a t e a r l y w i t h at l e a s t the pre-hearing. 

I t h i n k we have been r e c e p t i v e t o a l o t of the 

things t h a t have happened and f o l l o w e d the p r o t o c o l , and I 

ask t h a t we be given more time f o r t h i s e v i d e n t i a r y hearing 

because I t h i n k , as a group, we need t o s i t down and go 

over some of these things and also see what k i n d -- i n 

order to present more i n f o r m a t i o n t o Duquesne L i g h t because 

I t h i n k there's d e f i n i t e l y some other things t h a t we need 

to go over and present as a group i n the most organized 

format. 

Also, we haven't even seen any of the th i n g s from 

Duquesne L i g h t yet, at l e a s t I haven't. That's only two 

weeks away, and I t e l l you what, I don't have any time 

between now and then to look at any of t h i s s t u f f . I'm 

going to be working almost every day other than the 4th of 

July, which I don't intend to do any work t h a t day. I can 

t e l l you t h a t I have kids i n other things r i g h t now and i t 
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would be almost impossible t o . . . 

JUDGE NENE: Well, I can say t h a t we scheduled 

these hearings back i n A p r i l . The p u b l i c i n p u t s and the 

te c h n i c a l hearings, they were scheduled A p r i l 18th. We 

r e a l l y can't change t h a t now. They have been adverti s e d i n 

the paper. 

THE WITNESS: Has any of the i n f o r m a t i o n be given 

from Duquesne Li g h t ' s side, l i k e who i s going to be 

t e s t i f y i n g ? When were the things -- I j u s t wanted the 

d e t a i l s of when those were supposed t o be submitted, when 

we are going t o get to see those and how long... 

JUDGE NENE: 

THE WITNESS 

MS. SESTAK: 

June 20th, they were supposed t o be... 

When w i l l we get to see that? 

Your Honor, a copy was mailed t o Mr. 

K r i s t . 

THE WITNESS 

MS. SESTAK: 

THE WITNESS 

THE WITNESS: Was i t ? 

MS. SESTAK: Yes. I t ' s looks l i k e t h i s . . . 

That book? 

Yes. 

Okay, so t h a t book i s i n c l u s i v e of 

everybody who i s going to t e s t i f y ? 

MS. SESTAK: That's Duquesne Li g h t Company's 

witnesses and t h e i r e x h i b i t s t h a t they intend to o f f e r i n t o 

evidence, and t h a t was mailed to you w e l l before... 

THE WITNESS: Yeah, I d i d get th a t book, but 
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appeared more t h a t i t was a r e f e r e n c e t o Mr. Janosko 

d i r e c t l y t h an i t was t o the whole group. That's why... 

JUDGE NENE: That i s t h e proposed t e s t i m o n y t h a t 

they i n t e n d t o o f f e r i n t o e vidence. 

THE WITNESS: W e l l , t h a t ' s . . . 

JUDGE NENE: That's Duquesne L i g h t ' s evidence t h a t 

t h e y . . . 

THE WITNESS: That's a l l t h e y are g o i n g t o b r i n g 

f o r w a r d a t t h e h e a r i n g ? 

MS. SESTAK: That's Duquesne L i g h t Company's 

proposed d i r e c t t e s t i m o n y . I f m a t t e r s are r a i s e d b u t t h e 

o t h e r p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e i r p a r t o f t h e case, Duquesne -

L i g h t r e s e r v e s t h e r i g h t t o b r i n g i n r e b u t t a l w i t n e s s e s f o r 

those s p e c i f i c i s s u e s . 

THE WITNESS: W e l l , then we would have t h e same 

r i g h t t o do t h a t , r e b u t t a l w i t n e s s e s ? 

JUDGE NENE: Yes. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. Thanks. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you, Mr. K r i s t . 

{Witness excused.) 

I s t h e r e anyone e l s e ? 

MS. BROWN: Yes. 

JUDGE NENE: D a r i a Brown, t h a t ' s you? 

MS. BROWN: Yes. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you f o r b r i n g i n g t h i s up. Have 
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you been sworn? 

MS. BROWN: Yes. 

Whereupon, 

DARIA BROWN 

having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

JUDGE NENE: Your name i s D-a-r-i-a? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, Brown, B-r-o-w-n, 1635 Pin Oak 

Drive. B a s i c a l l y I j u s t wanted to say I had some 

in f o r m a t i o n a l o t of people had been mentioning. 

Line C would be -- there are 11 house w i t h i n a 

hundred f e e t of the center l i n e , whereas l i n e E which they 

are proposing, has 116 houses. I t has approximately ten 

times more houses th a t are w i t h i n a hundred f e e t . 

JUDGE NENE: Give me those numbers again f o r route 

C. 

THE WITNESS: There are 11 house w i t h i n a hundred 

fee t of the center l i n e , and f o r route E, there are 116. 

JUDGE NENE: And how do you know that? 

THE WITNESS: I have the addendum from Duquesne 

L i g h t . I t i s the amended a p p l i c a t i o n of Duquesne L i g h t . 

JUDGE NENE: And those f i g u r e s are i n there? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. Would you l i k e t o see them? 

JUDGE NENE: No. 

THE WITNESS: They are i n t a b l e A-1. Also i n t a b l e 
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1 A-1 f o r E, the proposed route, they have zero miles o f 

2 l i n e a r distance i n a densely populated area. You are 

3 seeing the area and they have zero miles. I f e e l we are 

4 p r e t t y dense. They also have a l i n e a r distance i n a 

5 r e s i d e n t i a l area as zero. 

6 I have two small c h i l d r e n . I have a Master's Degree 

7 i n mechanical engineering. I have see data out the wazoo. 

8 I know i t can be skewed, I know i t can say whatever you 

9 want i t to say i f you put the numbers the way you want. 

10 This data i s very s u b j e c t i v e . I t looks s c i e n t i f i c , but i t 

11 doesn't fee s c i e n t i f i c . 

12 I t i s weighted such t h a t Route E t h a t goes r i g h t 

13 through people's f r o n t yards has very l i t t l e impact on f o r 

14 the s o c i a l or community. I t says, " s o c i a l or community 

15 impact." Route E has very l i t t l e impact i n the t a l l y of 

16 these d i f f e r e n t routes, and t h a t j u s t doesn't make sense to 

17 me. 

18 The only t h i n g t h a t makes sense to me i s t h a t t h i s 

1 9 comes down to money. Looking at the data, t h i s i s no-

20 b r a i n e r . The only t h i n g t h a t i s n ' t i n here i s money, so 

21 t h i s has to come down to money. That's the only t h i n g t h a t 

22 makes sense to me. 

23 The t h i n g i s , they get to decide. I t ' s there money, 

24 but i t ' s our money too, i t ' s our k i d s , our h e a l t h . I would 

25 l i k e t o move, l i k e the other people are saying, but I would 

C O M M O N W E A L T H R E P O R T I N G C O M P A N Y (717 ) 7 6 1 - 7 1 5 0 



248 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

hate t o t r y and s e l l a house t o somebody and not t e l l them 

t h i s . Once you do, how do you t r y and s e l l your house as 

an honest person. I t ' s j u s t not f a i r . That's a l l I have 

t o say. 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you, Ms. Brown. 

(Witness excused.) 

E r i c Shroeder. 

MR. SHROEDER: Your Honor, I wasn't sworn. 

JUDGE NENE: Would you r a i s e your hand, please? 

Joanne Segal and Jim B a l i k , would you please stand, too? 

Whereupon, 

ALL PROSPECTIVE WITNESSES 

having been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

JUDGE NENE: Thank you a l l . Mr. Schroeder, you may 

begin. 

Whereupon, 

ERIC SCHROEDER 

having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT TESTIMONY 

THE WITNESS: My name i s E r i c Schroeder, and t h a t ' s 

S-c-h-r-o-e-d-e-r. I l i v e 8281 Thompson Run Road. 

The f i r s t t h i n g I want t o do i s apologize t o these 

people here. I haven't been able t o get t o any of these 

due t o work c o n f l i c t s , but I r e a l l y f e e l I need t o speak t o 

one issue on t h i s , and t h a t ' s the sa f e t y issue. 
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1 I t was mentioned before by one of the neighbors t h a t 

2 a man died a couple years being e l e c t r o c u t e d . I l i v e i n 

3 the house next door t o where he was e l e c t r o c u t e d . I 

4 watched him d i e . 

5 I t was a much lower power l i n e and he burned very 

6 q u i c k l y simply by a branch crossing the wires and touching 

7 h i s l e g . There was no way to save him. 

8 I have a unique p o s i t i o n , I t h i n k , on Thompson Run 

9 Road i n t h a t the window of my bedroom faces the 

10 i n t e r s e c t i o n of H a z l e t t . I was there before the l i g h t was 

11 put up there, the t r a f f i c l i g h t was put there . I've been 

12 there since, and there has been no r e a l change i n the 

13 t r a f f i c p a t t e r n s there . 

14 Being a nurse a n e s t h e t i s t , I was a trauma nurse 

15 beforehand and I have t r a i n e d m i l i t a r y medics i n trauma f o r 

16 years. Whenever I'm i n my bedroom, about a half-dozen 

17 times I've per s o n a l l y heard the crunch at the i n t e r s e c t i o n . 

1 8 I p i c k up my emergency k i t , go up the i n t e r s e c t i o n and 

1 9 t r e a t the people t h a t have been involved i n the accidents 

20 t h a t occur there r e g u l a r l y . 

21 I t ' s j u s t people coming down o f f the h i l l s and not 

22 paying a t t e n t i o n t o people coming through. The l a s t two 

23 times were major impacts of large SUVs at th a t 

24 i n t e r s e c t i o n . 

25 As t h i s lady had mentioned Mr. Soergel's property. 
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i I've seen t h a t dug up. He's had i t r e p a i r e d a number of 

2. times because of accidents. D i r e c t l y across from h i s house 

3 and across from the pool i s another power l i n e . Up the 

4 road from t h a t at about the entrance t o the Synagog i s a 

power pole t h a t was sheared o f f a matter o f months ago and 

6 i t was replaced. I watched them replace i t . 

7 The pole t h a t ' s s i t t i n g at the i n t e r s e c t i o n , I 

expect to be sheared o f f at some p o i n t . I have taken care 

9 of people a f t e r they have sheared poles o f f and I have seen 

10 what a reg u l a r car can do to a pole. 

11 I f t h a t pole goes up another 25 f e e t and gets the 

12 138 kV service on i t , i t ' s going t o be easier t o come down, 

13 and i t w i l l cross the road and i t w i l l land i n the parking 

14 of the pool i f i t ' s sheared o f f i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . That 

15 would cause a maelstrom. I w i l l probably hear t h a t one 

16 too. 

17 My f a m i l y i s grown. I w i l l be l e a v i n g i n the next 

jg several years. My plan was to s e l l my house t o another 

39 f a m i l y whose kids could enjoy growing up there because i t ' s 

20 a very pleasant area t o grow up i n . There's a l o t of 

21 w i l d l i f e t h ere, which I'm sure w i l l be scared away. 

22 There's a nice stream and p l e n t y land. However, there's a 

23 pole on the corner of my property. 

24 I fear f o r the large v e h i c l e s that t r a v e l down th a t 

25 road. I know t h a t those poles w i l l come down. I hope'that 

• 
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1 when i t does come down a t t h a t c o r n e r , maybe I w i l l s t i l l 

2 be t h e r e t o p r o v i d e care because i t ' s g o i n g t o be a mess. 

3 I t r e a l l y concerns me f o r t h e s a f e t y i n t h a t area. Thank 

4 you. 

5 JUDGE NENE: Thank you, Mr. Schroeder. 

6 (Witness excused.) 

7 Joanne Segal. 

8 Whereupon, 

9 JOANNE SEGAL 

10 h a v i n g p r e v i o u s l y been d u l y sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

11 DIRECT TESTIMONY 

12 THE WITNESS: I t ' s Joanne Segal, S-e-g-a-1, and I 

13 l i v e a t 7 87 Thompson Run Road. I d i d n ' t p l a n on speaking, 

14 and I do want t o thank everybody because I'm p r o b a b l y 

15 making a l i t t l e b i t o f an excused f o r s l a c k i n g o f f and not 

16 d o i n g my home, b u t when we d i d get i t i n t h e m a i l , I was 

17 q u i t e u p s e t , p r o b a b l y went i n t o a d e n i a l stage because 

18 sometimes -- as much as we l i k e where we are a t , sometimes 

19 I f e e l t r a p p e d . 

20 We t r i e d t o s e l l our house e i g h t years ago and i t 

21 s a t on t h e market f o r over a year. Each and every t i m e , 

22 t h e reason was, t h e y l o v e d your house, they l o v e d t h e back 

23 y a r d , b u t t h e roa d i s l i k e a highway. 

24 F r e q u e n t l y -- our ma i l b o x has been knocked out once. 

25 Our garbage cans have been r e p l a c e d t w i c e . People speed 
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down our road. We have a -- the e x i s t i n g pole i s probably 

30 fe e t from our house. When the transformer blows, 

whatever i t does, I don't know the t e c h n i c a l terms, sparks 

f l y out. 

Like Gene Maire was saying, there's cables t h a t are 

j u s t hanging. They're not even attached i n t o the ground. 

At f i r s t I thought they were l i v e power l i n e s when I f i r s t 

saw i t . They are not even attached, r i g h t where we put our 

garbage cans. I don't know i f the poles are free-standing. 

I do not use the North H i l l s bus system because I 

am deathly a f r a i d o f my c h i l d r e n t a k i n g the bus. I watch 

d r i v e r s ignore the stop signs on the bus. I r i d e them each 

way to Mclntyre. I t ' s not f a r , but they could e a s i l y get 

on a bus r i g h t i n f r o n t of the house, but I don't t r u s t the 

road. 

F i n a n c i a l l y , I could take a l o s s . I cannot lose my 

c h i l d r e n . I don't take chances w i t h my c h i l d r e n . I don't 

l e t them around secondhand smoke. My daughter i s ten and 

s t i l l s i t s i n a booster because I'm t o l d t h a t ' s the safe 

way to do i t . She's so p e t i t e and t i n y . 

The only place we have ever r e a l l y f e l t safe i n our 

house on Thompson Run i s i n our house. Now I would be 

p u t t i n g my c h i l d r e n t o bed i n a bedroom t h a t f r o n t s these 

power l i n e s , so now the danger has come i n t o my home. 

And we probably are stuck. We probably wouldn't be 
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1 able to s e l l the house, or i f we d i d , we would have t o s e l l 

2 i t below what's i t ' s worth. My husband i s a l i t t l e b i t 

3 older f a t h e r . He's 53. We are not lo o k i n g t o move and 

4 take on a new mortgage. He's looki n g t o r e t i r e i n the next 

5 ten years. 

6 To me, i t ' s j u s t another way i t would r u i n our l i v e s 

7 on Thompson Run Road, and I can't b e l i e v e t h a t they 

8 wouldn't take another route where i t would a f f e c t b a s i c a l l y 

9 nobody. Thank you. 

10 JUDGE NENE: That you, Ms. Segal. 

11 (Witness excused.) 

12 Jim B a l i k . Mr. B a l i k , you t e s t i f i e d l a s t n i g h t . 

13 MR. BALIK: Yes. I have two quick th i n g s t h a t I 

14 di d n ' t t e s t i f y t o , a c t u a l l y one, what I would consider a 

15 p o s i t i v e comment I would l i k e t o make. One i s m i l d l y 

16 negative, but these are r e l a t e d t o the r a i l r o a d and the 

17 Route 8. 

18 JUDGE NENE: The hour i s g e t t i n g l a t e and you have 

19 t e s t i f i e d , but you may go ahead. 

20 Whereupon, 

21 JIM BALIK 

22 having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d f u r t h e r 

23 as f o l l o w s : 

24 DIRECT TESTIMONY 

25 THE WITNESS: Two quick t h i n g s . On the Route 8 
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c o n s t r u c t i o n , Duquesne L i g h t has made a comment of the 

d i f f i c u l t y of c o n s t r u c t i o n . F i r s t Energy up i n Cranberry 

put 6.2 miles r i g h t through the heart of the business 

d i s t r i c t of Cranberry. They also added 2.6 miles i n the 

Wexford F l a t s , which i s North Allegheny High School, B a i e r l 

Chevrolet area. I f F i r s t Energy could have done i t through 

the heart of Cranberry, I'm sure Duquesne L i g h t could put 

i t down 2.6 miles of Route 8. 

The l a s t comment I have, and t h i s i s regarding the 

r a i l r o a d o p t i o n , I made some contacts l a s t year and I c a l l 

t h i s s o r t of a win-win. I alluded to t h i s l a s t n i g h t , but 

I t a l k e d to CSX. I t a l k e d t o CSX l a s t J u l y . I t r i e d t o 

get back i n touch w i t h them, and they explained to me i n 

d e t a i l the r e s t r a i n t s they would put on a transmission l i n e 

r i ght-of-way and what -- i t ' s possible to do, but CSX w i l l 

not give Duquesne L i g h t what Duquesne Light wants, number 

one. 

Number two, as I mentioned to you yesterday, t h a t 

r a i l r o a d l i n e was f i l e d f o r abandonment f i v e years ago. 

They have a short l i n e . They have Allegheny V a l l e y 

Railroad on i t now running one t r a i n a day. I said to the 

woman at CSX, what happens i f t h a t goes under? She d i d n ' t 

have a comment. Well, they would f i l e f o r abandonment 

again, she said, and perhaps someone else would come i n and 

take i t over. 
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1 But, there's t h i s p a r t of me, given the way the 

2 P i t t s b u r g h economy i s going, t h a t r a i l r o a d l i n e w i l l not 

3 i t w i l l be R a i l s - t o - T r a i l s someday. When I t a l k e d t o CSX 

4 l a s t July -- I w i l l give you the names of the people t h a t I 

5 t a l k e d w i t h , and at t h a t time, Duquesne L i g h t hadn't even 

6 t a l k e d w i t h them, opened up a conversation. 

7 Given the s i t u a t i o n t h a t i t was up f o r abandonment 

8 before, i t ' s not c r i t i c a l f o r CSX. Yes, they have a short 

9 l i n e on i t now. Perhaps Duquesne L i g h t could negotiate 

10 something more amenable to Duquesne L i g h t . 

11 As I said, t h i s i s a north-south route r i g h t up to 

12 B u t l e r County, to the most northern regions of your service 

13 area. I t may mean some o u t l a y of money, i t may mean t h a t 

14 you don't get the agreement you want now. 

15 Of course, none of us can p r e d i c t the f u t u r e , but 

16 we've seen t h i s over and over again w i t h Montour r a i l r o a d , 

17 the R a i l s - t o - T r i a l s and power companies t a k i n g advantage of 

38 those right-of-ways. 

19 To me -- open a conversation w i t h them, t r y to 

20 negotiate w i t h them. I mean, t h i s woman was g i v i n g me 

21 numbers over the phone i n terms of what i t cost t o 

22 t y p i c a l l y t o "lease" a f o o t of t h e i r r ight-of-way. I'm 

23 sure t h a t i f she was g i v i n g me numbers b l i n d l y , never 

24 meeting me, me e x p l a i n i n g I'm c a l l i n g from P i t t s b u r g h , 

25 su r e l y i f you get -- get your f o l k s i n there. See what you 
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1 can negotiate w i t h them. 

2 I c a l l i t a win-win because i t ' s best f o r everybody. 

3 I t ' s best f o r Duquesne L i g h t . Yes, there's some money 

4 outlay i n i t i a l l y , but i n the f u t u r e , 1 honestly don't 

5 b e l i e v e I b e l i e v e t h a t ' s going to end up as R a i l s - t o -

6 T r a i l s someday. Thank you, Your Honor. 

7 JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

8 (Witness excused.) 

9 Mr. Watkins, you had something else t o say? 

10 MR. WATKINS: Yes, thank you so much. I do 

11 appreciate i t . I r e a l i z e the hour i s l a t e , so I w i l l make 

12 i t b r i e f . 

13 Whereupon, 

14 ROBERT WATKINS 

15 having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d f u r t h e r as 

16 f o l l o w s : 

17 DIRECT TESTIMONY 

18 JUDGE NENE: You may proceed. 

19 THE WITNESS: I was shocked when I a r r i v e d at the 

20 house today to be informed by -- to receive ~- there's a 

21 c e r t i f i e d l e t t e r t h a t I needed to go and p i c k up, but --

22 from Duquesne L i g h t t h a t had a r r i v e d today. The t i m i n g I 

23 guess i s good t h a t i t was today versus a day l a t e r . 

24 Duquesne L i g h t had approached, at the recommendation 

25 of another resident on Shady Oak C i r c l e , the r e s i d e n t s to 
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1 come out and discuss p o t e n t i a l l y moving the l i n e a l i t t l e 

2 b i t f u r t h e r away from our house. 

3 I received the l e t t e r today which d i s t u r b s me on a 

4 few l e v e l s , and I'm sure Duquesne L i g h t can probably 

5 provide a copy of the verbiage and what t h i s l e t t e r was 

6 because i t ' s p r e t t y much a form l e t t e r . 

7 E s s e n t i a l l y , and t h i s i s what r e a l l y bothers me, i s 

8 they are imposing upon us t h a t we need to make a 

9 determination by a c e r t a i n date, J u l y 24th, whether or not 

10 we accept the terms of the moving of t h i s l i n e f u r t h e r from 

11 our house. Depending on where your property l i n e l i e s , i t 

12 can be vary i n g . I won't get i n t o d e t a i l s of t h a t . 

13 I guess I'm j u s t f r u s t r a t e d because th i n g s are 

14 moving q u i c k l y , at l e a s t i n my mind, and then I f e e l t h a t 

15 I'm almost being forced between t a k i n g , r e a l l y , an o p t i o n 

16 t h a t I don't b e l i e v e i s a v i a b l e o p t i o n and accepting at 

17 l e a s t maybe the l i n e a l i t t l e f u r t h e r away, and s t i l l 

1g u l t i m a t e l y maybe being forced t o move. 

19 Am I thereby, by t h i s date and the lateness of t h i s , 

20 then h e l p i n g t h e i r -- helping them overcome what i s r e a l l y 

21 issue, which i s the l i n e shouldn't be here i n the f i r s t 

22 place? I guess I f e e l l i k e my r i g h t s are being l i m i t e d on 

23 some l e v e l as w e l l as my neighbors' who haven't been able 

24 t o get t h i s l e t t e r today. They weren't home, the ones t h a t 

25 were here. 
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I've got to make a deci s i o n by July 24th. Then am I 

now -- e s s e n t i a l l y i s that a passive or not a passive, a 

d i r e c t endorsement of t h i s l i n e by me saying -- versus me 

being able t o say I don't get to pick the verbiage. 

They get to t e l l me the terms and con d i t i o n s t h a t f i t s 

them. 

I don't get t o be able t o say, w e l l , i f t h i s l i n e 

gets approved, then I w i l l accept t h i s moving away from my 

house. I t ' s more l i k e , okay, you got by t h i s date t o t e l l 

us what i s going on. I f e e l l i k e -- I don't appreciate --

I appreciate the f a c t t h a t they appear to be t r y i n g t o make 

an accommodation, which on one l e v e l makes me also question 

i f they are so confident of the saf e t y of these l i n e s , why 

would you even bother because t h a t ' s another a d d i t i o n a l 

expense. I f i t ' s safe, i t ' s safe. 

On one l e v e l I also f e e l i t ' s a b i t of an admonition 

t h a t there i s an issue here. I j u s t don't l i k e the f a c t 

t h a t t h i s i s being I f e e l forced on t h i s decision and 

I'm concerned how tha t may impact the proceedings going 

forward as t o t h i s undermining what I be l i e v e i s the r i g h t 

o p t i o n , which e i t h e r R a i l s - t o - T r a i l s or the Route 8 o p t i o n . 

I don't know what else t o say. 

JUDGE NENE: You might want t o seek l e g a l advice on 

t h a t . 

THE WITNESS: I guess we are going t o have t o . 
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1 U nfortunately we don't have, I appreciate your 

2 recommendation, the resources. I f e e l some of the undue 

3 burdens they may some of these other routes may have, I 

4 f e e l w i t h my l i m i t e d resources, i t ' s an undue burden versus 

5 the thousands of shareholders they have to take on some of 

6 the burden, I t h i n k minimal burden, we asking. 

7 Thank you. Again, I do apologize t h a t I d i d n ' t 

8 share t h i s e a r l i e r . 

9 JUDGE NENE: Thank you. 

10 (Witness excused. ) 

11 I s there anyone else? 

12 MR. JACOBS: Yes. 

13 JUDGE NENE: You may introduce y o u r s e l f . 

14 MR. JACOBS: Richard Jacobs, and I was sworn. 

15 Whereupon, 

16 RICHARD JACOBS 

17 having p r e v i o u s l y been duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

18 DIRECT TESTIMONY 

19 THE WITNESS: I am Richard Jacobs, J-a-c-o-b-s. I 

20 reside at 8110 Thompson Run Road. 

21 I would l i k e t o thank Your Honor and the employees 

22 from Duquesne L i g h t and everyone t h a t has been here 

23 t o n i g h t . I wasn't going to say anything because everything 

24 t h a t has been said, I couldn't add to i t . I could j u s t 

25 repeat i t . 
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The one t h i n g I have notice d , and I guess i t was 

Daria t h a t probably spurred me, i f she i s even s t i l l here, 

to say something, was that we look at the "study," and f o r 

those of us t h a t look at and use p r o f e s s i o n a l studies i n 

our careers, that's a very loose, loose word f o r what the 

c o n s u l t i n g f i r m put together. 

We look at the expert witness testimony and we look 

at Duquesne Light -- I had a lady say to me, and who i t i s 

r e a l l y i s n ' t r e l e v a n t , but she said, how are we what are 

we going to do, how are we going to compete against 

Duquesne L i g h t . I t r u l y , not to get i n to what I do, but 

what I do f o r a l i v i n g , u n f o r t u n a t e l y the r e a l i t y i s , those 

w i t h the resources u s u a l l y come out on top. 

As I sat here t o n i g h t and I watched you from the 

time when you f i r s t helped the older couple and you walked 

up and looked at the microphone to the way you have handled 

y o u r s e l f the whole evening, you are going to the great 

equalizer. 

Regardless of what goes on J u l y 11th, 12th and 13th, 

I j u s t hope t h a t -- I mean, I know everyone i n t h i s room 

hopes th a t you hold Duquesne Li g h t ' s f e e t to the f i r e , and 

you j u s t make sure t h a t they d i d i t the r i g h t way, t h a t 

they explored the options. Just i n watching you t h i s 

evening, I have no doubt t h a t you are going t o do t h a t . 

I t h i n k i t was said best, a few people have said, 
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the q u a l i t y of l i f e . Regardless of our socioeconomic 

st a t u s , our academic l e v e l s , everyone i n t h i s room has put 

a l o t of sweat and a l o t of tears i n t o t h e i r homes. 

Just, Your Honor, please make sure t h a t Duquesne 

Li g h t does look at a l l the v i a b l e options. Thank you very 

much. 

(Witness excused.) 

JUDGE NENE: As i f i t wasn't hard enough. Before 

we go, I want t o ask Ms. Sestak to prepare c e r t a i n 

testimony f o r the scheduled J u l y 11th hearing. That i s the 

in f o r m a t i o n t h a t I r e a l l y b e l i e v e I am going t o need t o 

evaluate these routes, t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n . 

That i s t h a t I would l i k e the estimated costs of 

routes, the estimated costs of c o n s t r u c t i o n and 

maintenance, the l i n e along the proposed c o r r i d o r and the 

amount of time f a c t o r e d i n t o t h a t cost. I would also l i k e 

the estimated costs of c o n s t r u c t i n g and maintain the l i n e 

on the r a i l r o a d , route C, and the same w i t h the amount of 

time t o construct i t f a c t o r e d i n , c o n s t r u c t i o n and 

maintenance on both. 

I have missed the number of reside n t s i n each 

c o r r i d o r . A witness pointed me i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n t o n i g h t , 

but I would l i k e t h a t too. 

MS. SESTAK: Yes, Your Honor. 

JUDGE NENE: I t ' s almost 10 o'clock and we have 
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developed a record here. You have presented very 

i n f o r m a t i v e i n f o r m a t i o n . Your testimony was, the word was 

used twice, eloquent, and I use i t again, eloquent and most 

i n f o r m a t i v e . I thank you a l l f o r coming, and tha t w i l l 

conclude t h i s session t o n i g h t . Thank you. 

(Whereupon, at 9:59 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.) 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I hereby c e r t i f y , as the stenographic 

r e p o r t e r , t h a t the foregoing proceedings were reported by 

me and t h e r e a f t e r reduced t o t y p e w r i t i n g by me or under my 

d i r e c t i o n ; and t h a t t h i s t r a n s c r i p t i s a t r u e and accurate 

record to the best o f my a b i l i t y . 

COMMONWEALTH REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 

BY: f r 1 
Barbara A. H e i n l e i n 
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