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JUDGE CHARLES E. RAINEY: 

Good e v e n i n g . Welcome t o t h i s p u b l i c 

h e a r i n g . T h i s p u b l i c h e a r i n g has been b r o u g h t t o t h e 

m a t t e r o f t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f PECO Energy Company f o r 

t h e f i n d i n g o f n e c e s s i t y f o r t h e s i t u a t i o n o f one 

b u i l d i n g on t h e s i t e i n Montgomery Township, 

Montgomery County, P e n n s y l v a n i a , c o n t a i n i n g f o u r a c r e s 

l o c a t e d on 110 Domorah D r i v e , near C o r p o r a t e D r i v e , 

a d j a c e n t t o A p p l i c a n t ' s t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e r i g h t - o f -

way. The do c k e t number f o r t h i s m a t t e r i s 

A-110550FO161. My name i s C h a r l e s Rainey and I am t h e 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Law Judge a s s i g n e d t o t h i s m a t t e r . 

The purpose o f t h i s p u b l i c h e a r i n g i s t o 

a l l o w i n t e r e s t e d persons an o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r e s e n t 

t e s t i m o n y i n r e g a r d t o t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f PECO Energy 

Company. 

I b e l i e v e t h a t my r e c i t a t i o n o f a b r i e f 

h i s t o r y o f t h i s p r o c e e d i n g may be h e l p f u l . On 

Fe b r u a r y 1 7 t h , 2005, PECO f i l e d t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h 

t h e Commission t o c o n s t r u c t one b u i l d i n g i n c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h t h e e r e c t i o n o f an e l e c t r i c t r a n s f o r m i n g 

s u b s t a t i o n t o be d e s i g n a t e d Hartman S u b s t a t i o n . 

N o t i c e o f PECO's a p p l i c a t i o n was f i l e d i n t h e 
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1 P e n n s y l v a n i a B u l l e t i n on March 5 t h , 2005. The 

2 P e n n s y l v a n i a B u l l e t i n n o t i c e s t a t e d t h a t any p r o t e s t 

3 t o t h e a p p l i c a t i o n was t o be f i l e d by March 2 1 s t , 

4 2005. No p r o t e s t s were f i l e d . I know t h a t PECO's 

5 Counsel, Ward Smith, has i n f o r m e d me t h a t t h e company 

6 has done q u i t e a b i t o f p u b l i c o u t r e a c h i n r e g a r d t o 

7 t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n and h e ' l l have an o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e l l 

8 us about PECO's p u b l i c o u t r e a c h e f f o r t s when he g i v e s 

9 h i s ope n i n g s t a t e m e n t . 

10 PECO's a p p l i c a t i o n was a s s i g n e d t o me on 

11 March 2 4 t h , 2005 by n o t i c e o f an i n i t i a l p r e - h e a r i n g 

12 c o n f e r e n c e t o be h e l d on A p r i l 1 3 t h , 2005. A p r e -

13 h e a r i n g c o n f e r e n c e was h e l d on A p r i l 1 3 t h , 2005 a t t h e 

14 P h i l a d e l p h i a S t a t e O f f i c e B u i l d i n g . PECO was t h e s o l e 

15 p a r t y a t t h e p r e - h e a r i n g c o n f e r e n c e and was 

16 r e p r e s e n t e d by Ward Smith, E s q u i r e . 

17 I t was d e t e r m i n e d a t t h e p r e - h e a r i n g 

18 c o n f e r e n c e t o s c h e d u l e t h i s e v e n i n g ' s p u b l i c h e a r i n g . 

19 When Mr. Smith g i v e s h i s op e n i n g s t a t e m e n t , h e ' l l 

20 p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f 

21 n o t i c e o f t h i s e v e n i n g ' s p u b l i c h e a r i n g . 

22 T h i s p u b l i c h e a r i n g i s b e i n g h e l d 

23 p u r s u a n t t o two law s , a s t a t e s t a t u t e and a l o c a l 

24 z o n i n g o r d i n a n c e . The s t a t e s t a t u t e , which i s fou n d 

25 a t 53 P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t u t e S e c t i o n 10619, p r o v i d e s as 
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1 f o l l o w s i n p e r t i n e n t p a r t . T h i s a r t i c l e s h a l l not 

2 a p p l y t o any e x i s t i n g or purposed b u i l d i n g or 

3 e x t e n s i o n t h e r e o f , used or t o be used by t h e P u b l i c 

4 U t i l i t y C o r p o r a t i o n i f , upon p e t i t i o n o f t h e 

5 C o r p o r a t i o n , t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a P u b l i c U t i l i t y 

6 Commission s h a l l a f t e r a p u b l i c h e a r i n g , d e c i d e t h a t 

7 t h e p r e s e n t or proposed s i t u a t i o n o f t h e b u i l d i n g i n 

8 q u e s t i o n i s r e a s o n a b l y n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e c o n v e n i e n c e 

9 or w e l f a r e o f t h e p u b l i c . The l o c a l z o n i n g o r d i n a n c e , 

10 which i s f o u n d a t A r t i c l e 21 S e c t i o n 230-141 p r o v i d e s , 

11 t h i s c h a p t e r s h a l l not a p p l y t o any e x i s t i n g or 

12 proposed b u i l d i n g or e x t e n s i o n t h e r e o f , or t o any l a n d 

13 use or t o be used by t h e P u b l i c U t i l i t y C o r p o r a t i o n 

14 i f , upon p e t i t i o n o f t h e C o r p o r a t i o n , t h e P u b l i c 

15 U t i l i t y Commission s h a l l a f t e r a p u b l i c h e a r i n g d e c i d e 

16 t h a t t h e p r e s e n t or proposed s i t u a t i o n or use o f t h e 

17 b u i l d i n g or l a n d i n q u e s t i o n i s r e a s o n a b l y n e c e s s a r y 

18 f o r t h e c o n v e n i e n c e or w e l f a r e o f t h e p u b l i c . 

19 So c o n c l u d e s my b r i e f r e c i t a t i o n o f t h e 

20 h i s t o r y o f t h i s p r o c e e d i n g . A l l t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d i n 

21 p r e s e n t i n g t e s t i m o n y t h i s e v e n i n g s h o u l d c o m p l e t e t h e 

22 s i g n i n sheet as I m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r . When I c a l l 

23 your name, I ask t h a t you a l l o w me t o swear you i n so 

24 t h a t your t e s t i m o n y may be c o n s i d e r e d by m y s e l f and 

25 t h e Commission i n r e n d e r i n g a d e c i s i o n on PECO's 
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1 a p p l i c a t i o n . Your sworn t e s t i m o n y may be s u b j e c t t o 

2 q u e s t i o n s f r o m me as w e l l as Counsel f o r PECO. I w i l l 

3 ask each person t e s t i f y i n g t o p r o v i d e t h e i r name and 

A a d d r e s s , I w i l l a l s o ask whether t h e person i s 

5 s p e a k i n g f o r h i s or h e r s e l f or an o r g a n i z a t i o n . I f a 

6 person i s r e p r e s e n t i n g an o r g a n i z a t i o n , I would ask 

7 f o r t h e name o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n . I would a l s o ask 

8 t h a t t h e person who's employed say t h e name o f h i s or 

9 her employer. 

10 We w i l l f i r s t a l l o w Counsel f o r PECO 

11 Energy Company t o i n t r o d u c e h i m s e l f and make an 

12 op e n i n g s t a t e m e n t . Please p r o c e e d , Mr. Sm i t h . 

13 .ATTORNEY SMITH: 

14 Thank you, Your Honor. I'm Ward Smith, 

15 Counsel f o r PECO Energy Company. I'm g o i n g t o t a k e a 

16 few m i n u t e s j u s t t o t a l k about t h e purposed 

17 s u b s t a t i o n , i t s r e l a t e d b u i l d i n g and t h e p u b l i c 

18 o u t r e a c h program t h a t PECO u n d e r t o o k as p a r t o f i t s 

19 a t t e m p t t o r e c i t e t h i s f a c i l i t y . 

20 T h i s s u b s t a t i o n i s b e i n g s e r v e d n o r t h o f 

21 t h i s area over t h e n e x t s e v e r a l y e a r s and we need t o 

22 have t h i s p r o j e c t c o n s t r u c t e d by t h e summer o f 2006 i n 

23 o r d e r t o p r o p e r l y s u r v e y t h e l a n d . O r i g i n a l l y , i n 

24 l o o k i n g i n t h i s a r e a , we needed t o l o c a t e t h e 

25 s u b s t a t i o n on or near our t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e c o r r i d o r 
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1 and l o o k e d i n t o a number o f d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s i n t h e 

2 t o w n s h i p . The f i r s t l o c a t i o n we f o u n d near Kenas Road 

3 i n an open f i e l d where we own t h e l a n d and t h e 

A t o w n s h i p owns t h e l a n d n e x t t o i t . We l o o k e d a t i t 

5 f o r q u i t e some t i m e and t h o u g h t t h a t i t had a l o t o f 

6 good c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s f o r a s u b s t a t i o n and so seemed 

7 t h e b u i l d i n g i n p r o x i m i t y t o t h e l o a d , p r o x i m i t y t o 

8 t h e t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e , good t o p o g r a p h y from t h e l a n d , 

9 l i m i t e d , b u t some, r e s i d e n t i s s u e s . And we approached 

10 t h e t o w n s h i p t o d i s c u s s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

11 c o n s t r u c t i o n t h e r e . 

12 A f t e r a p e r i o d o f t i m e , t h e t o w n s h i p 

13 i n f o r m e d us t h a t t h e y had done t h e i r own o u t r e a c h t o 

14 t h e c i t i z e n s and t h a t t h e y would p r e f e r t h a t we not 

15 l o c a t e t h e s u b s t a t i o n a t t h a t area because i t was t o o 

16 near two r e s i d e n t i a l areas and asked i f we c o u l d 

17 p l e a s e l o o k e l s e w h e r e i n t h e t o w n s h i p f o r o t h e r 

18 p o t e n t i a l s i t e s , and we d i d so l o o k i n g down a t t h e 

19 i n d u s t r i a l p a r k . 

20 For a second p o t e n t i a l s i t e , which- we 

21 i d e n t i f i e d as s i t e B, which was d i r e c t l y on our 

22 t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e r i g h t - o f - w a y , between two e x i s t i n g 

23 t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e s . We t h e n h e l d an open house i n 

24 t h i s room, which was a t t e n d e d by some s e v e r a l hundred 

25 l o c a l r e s i d e n t s . Where we d i s c u s s e d t h e two l o c a t i o n s 
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1 and t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f s i g n i n g over t h o s e l o c a t i o n s . 

2 We r e c e i v e d from t h e p u b l i c t h a t s i t e A, t h e y 

3 b e l i e v e d , was i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r t h e use o f t h e 

A t o w n s h i p , and we r e c e i v e d some a d d i t i o n a l i n p u t t h a t 

5 s i t e B was i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r some a s p e c t s o f t h e 

6 t o w n s h i p . And i n p a r t i c u l a r , we were asked t o l o o k 

7 even f u r t h e r i n t o t h e i n d u s t r i a l and commercial p a r k . 

8 We d i d so and a l o c a l b u s i n e s s man agreed t o t r a n s f e r 

9 h i s p r o p e r t y t o us f u r t h e r i n t o t h e i n d u s t r i a l p a r k 

10 f o r purposes o f b u i l d i n g t h i s s u b s t a t i o n , w hich i s t h e 

11 s i t e C t h a t we have chosen. 

12 We had a second open house p r i o r t o 

13 r e a c h i n g our f i n a l r e s o l u t i o n and i n v i t e d t h e p u b l i c 

14 back t o hear i n f o r m a t i o n about a l l o f t h e s i t e s and 

15 t h e p o t e n t i a l and we got v e r y s t r o n g i n p u t f r o m 

16 t h e p u b l i c t h a t s i t e C was t h e b e s t . From t h e PECO 

17 p e r s p e c t i v e , s i t e C had s e v e r a l advantages as w e l l . 

18 I t had l e s s w e t l a n d s t h a n e i t h e r o f t h e o t h e r two 

19 s i t e s . I t was o f f o f t h e r i g h t - o f - w a y whereas b o t h o f 

20 t h e p r i o r s i t e s we would've b u i l t our s u b s t a t i o n 

21 d i r e c t l y under t h e l i n e , and t h a t i s not a p r e f e r r e d 

22 c o n t i n u a t i o n f o r s u b s t a t i o n s . 

23 Then t h e c o s t o f b u i l d i n g t h e s u b s t a t i o n , 

24 t h e A s s o c i a t e d D i s t r i b u t i o n F a c i l i t i e s was l o w e r f o r 

25 t h i s s i t e t h a n t h e p r e v i o u s two s i t e s t h a t we l o o k e d 
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1 a t . So we t h o u g h t we fou n d a s i t e t h a t worked v e r y 

2 w e l l and we were t o l d by t h e l o c a l r e s i d e n t s and by 

3 t h e t o w n s h i p t h a t i t meets t h e l o c a l community and 

A a l s o worked w e l l f o r us. And h a v i n g c o n c l u d e d t h a t , 

5 we s u b m i t t e d our a p p l i c a t i o n t o t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a PUC 

6 as Judge Rainey p r e v i o u s l y i n d i c a t e d . 

7 B e f o r e I t a l k about what we d i d w i t h t h e 

8 p u b l i c a t i o n a t t h i s m e e t i n g , I do want t o t h e r e 

9 are q u i t e a number o f pe o p l e i n t h e room f r o m PECO. 

10 These are p r i m a r i l y t h e pe o p l e who hear t h e p u b l i c 

11 i n p u t , s u b j e c t m a t t e r e x p e r t s , p e o p l e who a r e b r o a d l y 

12 knowledgeable about t h e p r o j e c t and who spend a good 

13 d e a l o f t i m e t a l k i n g t o t h e p u b l i c about t h i s p r o j e c t . 

14 We have a m a i l i n g l i s t o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y 600 l o c a l 

15 r e s i d e n t s who have a t one p o i n t or a n o t h e r e x p r e s s e d 

16 i n t e r e s t i n t h i s p r o j e c t . E i t h e r by a t t e n d i n g a 

17 t o w n s h i p m e e t i n g , by a t t e n d i n g a p r i v a t e m e e t i n g t h a t 

18 we were i n v i t e d t o or ones t h e y l e t us know abo u t , 

19 or by w r i t i n g t o us or w r i t i n g t o t h e Commission. I'm 

20 t a l k i n g about any member o f t h a t group w i t h what we 

21 d i d t o p u b l i c i z e t h i s h e a r i n g t o t h a t group. 

22 We're a l s o r e p r e s e n t e d here by one o f t h e 

23 PECO v i c e p r e s i d e n t s , Mr. David Campley ( p h o n e t i c ) , 

24 who i s our v i c e p r e s i d e n t o f Vanessa Management. A l l 

25 o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l s here came f o r a number o f reasons . 
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1 One was t o be a v a i l a b l e i f t h e r e were a d d i t i o n a l 

2 q u e s t i o n s i n t h e s u b j e c t m a t t e r e x p e r t i s e . But, you 

3 know, because t h e y spent a year and a h a l f i n t h i s 

A t o w n s h i p w i t h o u t r e a c h w o r k i n g w i t h t h e l o c a l c i t i z e n s 

5 and t h e y wanted t o see t h i s p r o c e s s t h r o u g h i t s 

6 c o m p l e t i o n . 

7 For t o n i g h t ' s h e a r i n g , we d i d p u b l i c a t i o n 

8 o f t h i s h e a r i n g i n a number o f d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s . 

9 F i r s t , we p u b l i s h e d t h e r e q u i r e d l e g a l n o t i c e i n t h r e e 

10 l o c a l newspapers. The f i r s t i s t h e R e p o r t e r where 

11 p u b l i c a t i o n on May 1 0 t h , 2005. The R e p o r t e r a l s o had 

12 an a r t i c l e i n t o d a y ' s paper d e s c r i b i n g t h i s h e a r i n g 

13 and l e t t i n g p e o p l e know t h a t t h e h e a r i n g was g o i n g t o 

14 be o c c u r r i n g . We p u b l i s h e d i n t h e I n t e l 1 i q e h c e r , 

15 which i s a newspaper o f g e n e r a l c i r c u l a t i o n on May 

16 1 1 t h , 2005. And t h e Montgomery L i f e , t h e week o f May 

17 2005, we do not have a p r e c i s e d a t e a t t h i s t i m e . 

18 A c t u a l l y , on May 1 0 t h we have p r o o f o f p u b l i c a t i o n f o r 

19 t h i s e v e n i n g . I t was p u b l i s h e d on t h e 1 3 t h o f May i n 

20 t h e Montgomery L i f e . 

21 I n a d d i t i o n , on'or about May 2nd, we s e n t 

22 a l e t t e r t o a l l 600 r e s i d e n t s on our m a i l i n g l i s t 

23 l e t t i n g them know t h a t t h i s h e a r i n g would o c c u r . I 

24 t h i n k t h a t ' s i t f o r p u b l i c a t i o n and I t h i n k t h a t ' s a l l 

25 t h a t I have by way o p e n i n g . 

S a r g e n t ' s C o u r t R e p o r t i n g S e r v i c e , I n c . 
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1 JUDGE RAINEY: 

2 Thank you, Mr. Sm i t h . I n o t i c e t h a t you 

3 a l s o p r e s e n t e d t o me p r i o r t o our g o i n g on t h e r e c o r d 

4 t h i s d o c u m e n t a t i o n o f t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e p u b l i c 

5 h e a r i n g t h i s e v e n i n g . Was i t PECO's d e s i r e t o have 

6 t h i s a d m i t t e d as p a r t o f t h e r e c o r d i n t h i s 

7 p r o c e e d i n g ? 

ATTORNEY SMITH: 

9 Yes, Your Honor. 

10 JUDGE RAINEY: 

11 Okay. Do you have a copy o f t h a t f o r t h e 

1 2 c o u r t r e p o r t e r ? 

13 ATTORNEY SMITH: 

14 Sure. 

15 JUDGE RAINEY: 

16 And how would you l i k e t o have t h i s 

17 marked, Mr. Smith? 

18 ATTORNEY SMITH: 

19 As PECO H e a r i n g E x h i b i t Number One. 

20 JUDGE RAINEY: 

21 So marked as PECO H e a r i n g E x h i b i t Number 

22 One. 

23 (PECO H e a r i n g E x h i b i t Number One marked 

24 f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . ) 

25 JUDGE RAINEY: 

Sa r g e n t ' s Court R e p o r t i n g S e r v i c e , I n c . 
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1 T h i s i n c l u d e s p r o o f s o f p u b l i c a t i o n o f 

2 t h i s e v e n i n g ' s p u b l i c h e a r i n g and i t w i l l be a d m i t t e d 

3 i n t o e v i d e n c e . 

4 ATTORNEY SMITH: 

5 Thank you. 

6 JUDGE RAINEY: 

7 And w i t h t h a t I t h i n k we can proc e e d now 

t o t a k i n g t e s t i m o n y . And t h e f i r s t p e r s on t h a t I have 

9 on t h e s i g n - i n sheet i s Steven A. P r o u s i . 

10 MR. PROUSI: 

11 P r o u s i ( c o r r e c t s p r o n u n c i a t i o n ) . 

12 JUDGE RAINEY: 

13 .Prousi (changes p r o n u n c i a t i o n ) . I f 

14 y o u ' l l p l e a s e stand.. E i t h e r s i t a t t h e mic or s t a n d 

15 a t t h e mic, whatever i s your p r e f e r e n c e . I f y o u ' l l 

16 r a i s e your r i g h t hand, I ' l l swear you i n . 

17 

18 STEVEN A. PROUSI, HAVING FIRST BEEN DULY SWORN, 

19 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 

20 

21 JUDGE RAINEY: 

22 Thank you, you may be s e a t e d . Please 

23 p r o v i d e your f u l l name and s p e l l your l a s t name f o r 

24 t h e r e c o r d . 

25 A. Steven A. P r o w s i , P-R-O-U-S-I. 

Sa r g e n t ' s C o u r t R e p o r t i n g S e r v i c e , I n c . 
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JUDGE RAINEY: 1 

2 And Mr. P r o u s i , would you p r o v i d e your 

3 address? 

4 A. 1111 Horsham Road, Montgomery Township, 

5 P e n n s y l v a n i a 19454. 

6 JUDGE RAINEY: 

7 And Mr. P r o u s i , whom are you a p p e a r i n g 

8 here t h i s e v e n i n g on b e h a l f o f ? 

9 A. On b e h a l f o f Montgomery Township boa r d o f 

10 s u p e r v i s o r s . 

11 JUDGE RAINEY: 

12 Very good. Please p r o c e e d w i t h your 

13 t e s t i m o n y . 

14 A. On b e h a l f o f Montgomery Township boa r d o f 

15 s u p e r v i s o r s , t h e s u p e r v i s o r s engaged i n n e g o t i a t i o n s 

16 w i t h PECO Energy. There was t h r e e l o c a t i o n s t h a t were 

17 p i c k e d f o r t h e s u b s t a t i o n . The f i r s t two were n o t as 

18 f a v o r a b l e as t h e t h i r d , t h e t h i r d i s what PECO has 

19 d e c i d e d now t o go on. And as t h e t o w n s h i p here had 

20 s e v e r a l h e a r i n g s , as t h e a t t o r n e y f o r PECO Energy 

21 m e n t i o n e d , t h e r e s i d e n t s d i d come o u t i n f o r c e and 

22 were not i n f a v o r o f s i t e A or s i t e B. S i t e C, I 

23 don't know t h e e x a c t address on Domorah D r i v e , t h a t i s 

24 t h e most f a v o r a b l e s i t e . And t h e t o w n s h i p would l i k e 

25 t o thank PECO f o r t h e i r c o o p e r a t i o n , f o r e v e r y t h i n g 

S a r g e n t ' s Court R e p o r t i n g S e r v i c e , I n c . 
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1 
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3 

A 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

IA 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

t h e y have done t o accommodate not j u s t t h e t o w n s h i p 

b u t , most i m p o r t a n t l y , t h e r e s i d e n t s o f Montgomery 

Township. 

JUDGE RAINEY: 

Thank you. I j u s t wa.nt t o make sure t h a t 

t h e r e c o r d ' s c l e a r , you a r e a t o w n s h i p s u p e r v i s o r ? 

A. That i s c o r r e c t . 

JUDGE RAINEY: 

I'm not sure t h a t was c l e a r i n your 

i n t r o d u c t i o n . Very good. Mr. Smith, d i d you have any 

q u e s t i o n s f o r Mr. P r o u s i ? 

ATTORNEY SMITH: 

•No. 

JUDGE RAINEY: 

Mr. P r o u s i , d i d you have a n y t h i n g 

f u r t h e r ? 

A. No, Your Honor. 

JUDGE RAINEY: 

Thank you v e r y much. You may s t a n d down. 

MR. PROUSI: 

Thank you. 

JUDGE RAINEY: 

The n e x t person i s M i c h a e l J. Fox. 

MR. FOX: 

Yes . 

S a r g e n t ' s C o u r t R e p o r t i n g S e r v i c e , I n c . 
(814) 536-8908 
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1 JUDGE RAINEY: 

2 Okay. 

3 

4 MICHAEL J. FOX, HAVING FIRST BEEN DULY SWORN, 

5 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 

6 

7 JUDGE RAINEY: 

8 Please be s e a t e d and p r o v i d e your f u l l 

9 name. 

10 A. M i c h a e l James Fox. 

11 JUDGE RAINEY: 

12 And your address? 

13 A. 110 Hanover Avenue, N o r t h Wales, PA. 

14 JUDGE RAINEY: 

15 And, Mr. Fox, f o r whom are you a p p e a r i n g 

16 here t h i s e vening? 

17 A. J u s t as a r e s i d e n t . 

18 JUDGE RAINEY: 

19 ' I see. And c o u l d you p r o v i d e your 

20 employer? 

21 A. R e n u i t Now, I n c . 

22 JUDGE RAINEY: 

23 Very good. Please p r o v i d e your 

24 t e s t imony. 

25 A. Good e v e n i n g . My name i s M i c h a e l Fox and a l o n g 

S a r g e n t ' s Court R e p o r t i n g S e r v i c e , I n c . 
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1 w i t h my w i f e and t h r e e d a u g h t e r s , I l i v e i n Montgomery 

2 C r o s s i n g . L a s t year about t h i s t i m e , I l e a r n e d i n an 

3 e - m a i l f r o m a n o t h e r r e s i d e n t o f PECO's p r o p o s a l t o 

4 c o n s t r u c t t h e s u b s t a t i o n on a p i e c e o f ground t h a t was 

5 l o c a t e d d i r e c t l y a c r o s s f r o m t h e e n t r a n c e t o our 

6 development, which was s i t e B. A f t e r r e s e a r c h i n g 

7 a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n , I c o n t a c t e d Suzanne Ryan, t h e 

8 County A f f a i r s Manager o f PECO f o r t h i s p r o j e c t , t o 

9 ex p r e s s my concerns and t o o b t a i n a b e t t e r 

10 u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e scope and s i z e o f t h e p r o j e c t 

11 b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d . Suzanne e x p l a i n e d t h e i n t e n d e d 

12 p r o j e c t and even come t o my home t o p r o v i d e a mapped 

13 up o f t h e s i t e and an e x a c t p l o t p l a n o u t l i n i n g t h e 

14 e x a c t l o c a t i o n o f where t h e s u b s t a t i o n was t o be 

15 was b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d . She a d d i t i o n a l l y i n v i t e d me t o 

16 have as many n e i g h b o r s as I wished t o a t t e n d a m e e t i n g 

17 a t my home and s i t i n on t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n which was 

18 a t t e n d e d by Suzanne and two p r o j e c t e n g i n e e r s who 

19 would be a v a i l a b l e t o answer q u e s t i o n s o f a t e c h n i c a l 

20 n a t u r e which m i g h t a r i s e . 

21 I n June o f l a s t y e a r , I d i d a r r a n g e a m e e t i n g a t 

22 my home which was a t t e n d e d by a p p r o x i m a t e l y t e n o f my 

23 n e i g h b o r s . Suzanne and t h e two e n g i n e e r s p r e s e n t e d 

24 t h e p r o j e c t as i n i t i a l l y c o n s i d e r e d . A f t e r t h e 

25 p r e s e n t a t i o n , concerns over t h e p o t e n t i a l n e g a t i v e 

S a r g e n t ' s C o u r t R e p o r t i n g S e r v i c e , I n c . 
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1 impact on t h e market v a l u e o f our homes, t h e n e g a t i v e 

2 s t a t i c i m p a c t o f such a p l a n t l o c a t e d so c l o s e l y t o 

3 t h e e n t r a n c e up t o our development, u n c e r t a i n t y , r e a l 

A or i m a g i n e d over t h e p o t e n t i a l n e g a t i v e h e a l t h i s s u e s 

5 s u r r o u n d i n g EMF, and t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f a s i t e which 

6 was l o c a t e d i n a l e s s c o n s p i c u o u s area deeper i n t h e 

7 i n d u s t r i a l development l e d our group t o t a k e 

8 a d d i t i o n a l a c t i o n . T h i s a c t i o n i n c l u d e d t h e a r r a n g i n g 

9 o f a l a r g e r m e e t i n g h e l d i n t h i s room a t t e n d e d by a 

10 much l a r g e r group o f r e s i d e n t s f r o m our development as 

11 w e l l ais s t a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t e w a r t G r e e n l e a f . 

12 A g a i n , Suzanne Ryan and her team l a i d o u t t h e p l a n s 

13 f o r t h e s u b s t a t i o n and answered a l l q u e s t i o n s f r o m t h e 

IA a u d i e n c e . 

15 Our concerns remained and our d e s i r e grew s t r o n g e r 

16 t o have t h e s u b s t a t i o n moved t o s i t e C as t h e b e s t 

17 a l t e r n a t i v e b e i n g t e n d e r e d f o r t h e p r o j e c t . S i t e C 

18 does not i n t r u d e on t h e a e s t h e t i c v a l u e o f our 

19 development nor does i t impact t h e a e s t h e t i c v a l u e o f 

20 our n e i g h b o r s i n t h e a d j o i n i n g development o f 

21 Montgomery Oaks. I t moves t h e s i t e deeper i n t o t h e 

22 i n d u s t r i a l development where p o t e n t i a l h e a l t h i s s u e s 

23 f o r r e s i d e n t s would be l e s s e n e d and t h e p o t e n t i a l 

24 n e g a t i v e i m p a c t on p r o p e r t y v a l u e s m i t i g a t e d . I 

25 b e l i e v e t h e s e are c o m p e l l i n g f a c t o r s s u p p o r t i n g t h e 

S a r g e n t ' s C o u r t R e p o r t i n g S e r v i c e , I n c . 
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, 19 

a p p r o v a l o f s i t e C. 

I t h i n k t h i s p r o c e s s has d e m o n s t r a t e d how 

c o o r d i n a t i o n o f p u b l i c p r o j e c t s such as t h e s e can be 

ba l a n c e d w i t h concerns f r o m t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r from 

t h o s e whose l i v e s we most d i r e c t l y , i m p a c t e d r e s u l t i n g 

i n compromises b e i n g reached which are s a t i s f a c t o r y t o 

a l l . I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t PECO has d e t e r m i n e d t h a t s i t e 

C meets a l l i t s r e q u i r e m e n t s and ask t h a t t h e PUC 

s t r o n g l y c o n s i d e r a p p r o v i n g s i t e C f o r t h e s u b s t a t i o n . 

Thank you f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o ex p r e s s my needs. 

JUDGE RAINEY: 

Thank you, Mr. Fox. Mr. Smith, do you 

have any q u e s t i o n s o f Mr. Fox? 

ATTORNEY SMITH: 

No q u e s t i o n s , Your Honor. Thank you. 

JUDGE RAINEY: 

Mr. Fox, you may s t a n d down. 

MR. FOX: 

Thank you. 

JUDGE RAINEY: 

I s t h e r e anyone e l s e here w i s h i n g t o 

t e s t i f y ? Please come up, s i r . Mr. K e e b l e r i s i t ? 

MR. KEEBLER: 

Yes, s i r . 

JUDGE RAINEY: 

Sa r g e n t ' s C o u r t R e p o r t i n g S e r v i c e , I n c . 
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1 May I swear you i n ? 

2 MR. KEEBLER: 

3 Yes . 

4 

5 THOMAS PATRICK KEEBLER, HAVING FIRST BEEN DULY SWORN, 

6 TESTIFIED AS FOLLOWS: 

7 

JUDGE RAINEY: 

9 Please be s e a t e d . P r o v i d e your f u l l name 

10 and s p e l l your l a s t name f o r t h e r e c o r d . 

11 A. My name i s Thomas P a t r i c k K e e b l e r , K-E-E-B-L-E-R. 

12 JUDGE RAINEY: 

13 And Mr. K e e b l e r , would you p r o v i d e your 

14 address? 

15 A. Yes. 127 Savory Lane, Montgomery C r o s s i n g . 

16 JUDGE RAINEY: 

17 And Mr. K e e b l e r , on whose b e h a l f are you 

18 a p p e a r i n g t h i s e vening? 

19 A. M y s e l f , b u t I t h i n k I c o u l d speak f o r many o f t h e 

20 r e s i d e n t s o f Montgomery C r o s s i n g and Montgomery Oaks 

21 as w e l l . 

22 JUDGE RAINEY: 

23 And, Mr. K e e b l e r , c o u l d you a l s o p r o v i d e 

24 us w i t h your employer? 

25 A. Yes, t h e Vanguard Group and I n v e s t m e n t Companies. 

S a r g e n t ' s Court R e p o r t i n g S e r v i c e , I n c . 
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1 JUDGE RAINEY: 

2 Thank you. Please proceed w i t h your 

3 t e s t i m o n y . 

4 A. W e l l , i t was a c t u a l l y a year ago on May 2 5 t h t h a t 

5 I was made aware o f t h i s p r o j e c t . , I came home f r o m 

6 work l a t e t h a t e v e n i n g and my w i f e had mentioned t h a t 

7 t h e r e was a m e e t i n g over a t Montgomery E l e m e n t a r y and 

8 I r e a l l y d i d n ' t want t o go, t o be ho n e s t , b u t I went 

9 and I was r e a l l y g l a d t h a t I d i d . Because most o f t h e 

10 p e o p l e i n t h e room were a t t h e m e e t i n g s h a r i n g a l l t h e 

11 i n f o r m a t i o n about t h e proposed s i t e , t h e reasons f o r 

12 t h e s i t e , t o p r o t e c t t h e g r o w t h and w h a t n o t . And so I 

13 f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d t h e reasons why PECO needs t h e s i t e , 

14 I t h i n k i t makes t o t a l sense f o r t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 

15 committees here. My home i s a d j a c e n t t o Hartman so I 

16 had a l s o l e a r n e d t h a t e v e n i n g t h a t t h e proposed s i t e B 

17 i s a d j a c e n t t o t h e back o f my p r o p e r t y and t h e n I had 

18 some deep concerns over s i t e C. So I was l e a r n i n g 

19 s i t e A, most o f t h e r e s i d e n t s t h e r e t h a t where t h a t 

20 e v e n i n g on May 2 5 t h , 2004 r e p r e s e n t e d f r o m t h e 

21 development o f Kenas Road and Horsham Road. I don't 

22 know t h e name o f t h e development. And I l e a r n e d by 

23 t a l k i n g t o t h e c o n s u l t a n t t h a t PECO had a t t h e t i m e 

24 been w o r k i n g w i t h them on t h a t e v e n i n g t h a t t h e y f e l t 

25 t h e y had a d e c i s i o n t h a t s i t e B was p r e f e r a b l e and I 
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(814) 536-8908 



22 

1 e x p r e s s e d my concerns over t h a t . And, a g a i n , w h i l e 

2 a p p r e c i a t i n g t h e need f o r t h e s u b - s i t e , I wasn't 

3 w i l l i n g t o s i g n up f o r s i t e B. 

4 So I r e a l i z e d t h a t I needed t o t a k e some a c t i o n 

5 and sent some e - m a i l s around t o t h e n e i g h b o r s , t a l k e d 

6 t o Suzanne Ryan, t r a d i n g some e - m a i l s , g a t h e r i n g 

7 i n f o r m a t i o n and, a g a i n , PECO's been v e r y f o r t h c o m i n g 

8 w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n . I t h i n k t h e b i g g e s t c o n c e r n I had 

9 was t h e s i z e o f t h e f o o t p r i n t , 500 f e e t l o n g was t h e 

10 proposed s i t e , 125 wide, two g e n e r a t o r s on t h e s i t e 

11 b r i n g i n g over 400,000 v o l t s t o t h e ground, and t h e 

12 g e n e r a t o r s were g o i n g t o be s u r r o u n d e d by b r i c k w a l l s 

13 which would be 30 t o 40 f e e t h i g h . And w h i l e PECO 

14 c e r t a i n l y o f f e r e d t o p u t s h r u b b e r y and t r e e s around 

15 t h a t t o b l o c k t h a t , i t w o u l d n ' t have been . s u f f i c i e n t 

16 t o b l o c k a f o o t p r i n t t h a t s i z e . 

17 As I s a i d , t h e y ' v e been v e r y f o r t h c o m i n g . So my 

18 con c e r n wasn't so much about t h e e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c 

19 f i e l d s , t h e gentleman and e n g i n e e r s and so f o r t h had 

20 e x p l a i n e d t h a t v e r y w e l l . My con c e r n was more abo u t , 

21 I have t h r e e s m a l l sons and from 12 t o 4 and I 

22 know g r o w i n g up how i n q u i s i t i v e I was w i t h o l d e r 

23 b r o t h e r s , you know, I blame i t on them and I got i n 

24 t r o u b l e . But h a v i n g a f o o t p r i n t o f t h a t s i z e so 

25 c l o s e , w i t h a fence t e n f e e t h i g h w o u l d n ' t n e c e s s a r i l y 
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1 s t o p boys i f t h e y r e a l l y wanted t o g e t i n t h e r e . And 

2 t h e concern wasn't j u s t f o r my c h i l d r e n b u t t h e o t h e r 

3 c h i l d r e n around t h e community and i n t h e o u t s k i r t s 

4 t h e r e was r o u g h l y 20 t o 25 c h i l d r e n , boys and g i r l s , 

5 w i t h i n t h e f i r s t s t r e e t and a h a l f , as you went t h r o u g h 

6 t h e e n t i r e development and come a c r o s s i t . So, a g a i n , 

7 I a p p r e c i a t e t h e need and I was u p f r o n t w i t h Suzanne 

8 t h a t i t wasn't a n y t h i n g I would s u p p o r t a t t h e t i m e 

9 and would do my b e s t t o t r y and i n f l u e n c e t h e 

10 s i t u a t i o n t o choose an a l t e r n a t i v e s i t e . 

11 So I a c t u a l l y went t o around, drove around and 

12 PECO e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e y had l o o k e d a t 14 d i f f e r e n t 

13 s i t e s and, you know, needed t h e t o p o g r a p h y and o t h e r 

14 t h i n g s t o be i n p l a c e . I a l s o engaged t h e f o l k s i n 

15 Nabin ( p h o n e t i c ) and A s s o c i a t e s who own t h e i n d u s t r i a l 

16 p a r k a c r o s s t h e way and Bob and A l a n r e a l l y deserve a 

17 l o t o f c r e d i t , I t h i n k , i n p r o v i d i n g w o r k i n g w i t h 

18 PECO t o come up w i t h an a l t e r n a t i v e s i t e C. So t h e 

19 o t h e r reason I had b i g c o n c e r n s , as Mr. Fox, who was 

20 t h e p r o p e r t y g u i d e o v e r a l l , and t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s i t e 

21 B was r e a l l y a d j a c e n t t o our main e n t r a n c e . And f o r 

22 anyone t r y i n g t o s e l l homes, you know, p e o p l e would 

23 see t h a t f o o t p r i n t t h e r e and perhaps be concerned. 

24 So Mr. Nabin, A l a n and Bob a l i k e , engaged i n 

25 w o r k i n g w i t h Suzanne and I'm sure o t h e r s f r o m PECO t o 
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1 work o ut t h o s e d e t a i l s and, I guess, t h e y were a b l e t o 

2 work i t o u t . L a t e f a l l , O c tober, November, we got 

3 word t h a t s i t e C was g o i n g t o be amenable t o PECO as 

4 w e l l . And I t h i n k t h a t ' s t h e b e s t c h o i c e o v e r a l l 

5 g i v e n t h e f a c t t h a t i t ' s w e l l back i n t o t h e i n d u s t r i a l 

6 complex, i t ' s o ut o f s i g h t and PECO a l s o engaged 

7 Montgomery Oaks which i s t h e n e x t development t h e n up 

8 on Hartman Road r i g h t by 309. A l l t h e i r b l o c k 

9 c a p t a i n s showed up f o r a committee m e e t i n g w i t h 

10 Suzanne and o t h e r s t h a t , a g a i n , e x p l a i n e d t h e concerns 

11 and so on. And i n t h e end, t h e y came and u n d e r s t o o d 

12 and f e l t t h a t s i t e C was t h e b e s t a l o n g Domorah D r i v e 

13 t h e r e . 

14 So I f e e l I can say t h a t because I know s e v e r a l o f 

15 t h e b l o c k c a p t a i n s f r o m Montgomery Oaks, my b r o t h e r 

16 l i v e s i n Montgomery Oaks and t h o s e v a r i o u s o t h e r 

17 i n d i v i d u a l s f r o m Montgomery Oaks and, i n t h e end, t h e y 

18 a l l agree t h a t s i t e C was t h e b e s t o p t i o n I t h i n k f o r 

19 PECO and f o r t h e community as w e l l . So I , and I t h i n k 

20 many o t h e r s , a re i n 100 p e r c e n t s u p p o r t o f s i t e C and 

21 I t h i n k i t ' s i n t h e b e s t o p t i o n o u t o f t h e t h r e e and 

22 i t a c c o m p l i s h e s t h e g o a l s f o r PECO as w e l l as t h e 

23 community. So I r e a l l y want t o th a n k PECO f o r , you 

24 know, e x t e n d i n g t h e t i m e and you have a gem i n Suzanne 

25 Ryan and I hope you know t h a t , b u t she f a c e d some 
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1 adverse c o n d i t i o n s . At t i m e s p e o p l e s t r i e d t o b u t 

2 sometimes people t e n d t o g e t a l i t t l e e x c i t e d about 

3 t h e s e t y p e s o f i s s u e s and concerns b u t she ha n d l e d 

A h e r s e l f , t r u l y , as a p r o f e s s i o n a l . A l l o f your s t a f f 

5 has been w o n d e r f u l i n terms o f l i s t e n i n g , l i s t e n i n g , 

6 and l i s t e n i n g , and t h i s i s k i n d o f my f i r s t e x p e r i e n c e 

7 w i t h t h i s p u b l i c o f a forum and so f o r t h and I was 

8 v e r y p l e a s e d . I r e a l l y d i d n ' t e x p e c t t h a t g o i n g i n t o 

9 t h i s , q u i t e f r a n k l y . You know, u t i l i t y companies have 

10 somewhat o f a r e p u t a t i o n b u t I t h i n k t h a t perhaps i t ' s 

11 more i n t h e o l d days t h a n t h e p a r e n t days. So th a n k 

12 you v e r y much, I a p p r e c i a t e a l l o f t h e work and I 

13 t h i n k you. know, I ' d l i k e t o t h a n k Bob and Al a n 

14 Nabin A s s o c i a t e s f o r , coming t h r o u g h and w o r k i n g w i t h 

15 PECO i n p r o v i d i n g s i t e C and n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h them and 

16 t o have t h a t a l l worked o u t . So th a n k you v e r y much. 

17 JUDGE RAINEY: 

18 Thank you, Mr. K e e b l e r . Mr. Smith, d i d 

19 you have any q u e s t i o n s ? 

20 ATTORNEY SMITH: 

21 J u s t two q u i c k q u e s t i o n s . 

22 CROSS EXAMINATION 

23 BY ATTORNEY SMITH: 

24 Q. I j u s t want t o "make sure t h a t t h e r e c o r d i s c l e a r 

25 on t h e v a r i o u s s i t e s , so I'm j u s t g o i n g t o l i s t them 
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1 and i f I'm r i g h t , you can j u s t s t a t e a f f i r m a t i v e . You 

2 t a l k e d about s i t e A, t h a t ' s t h e s i t e on Kenas Road, 

3 s i t e B Horsham Road and s i t e C Domorah Road, which was 

A t h e s i t e we're a s k i n g f o r a p p r o v a l ? 

5 A. C o r r e c t . The o n l y t h i n g I w i l l say i s s i t e B i s 

6 Hartman Road. 

7 Q. Hartman? 

8 A. Uh-huh ( y e s ) . 

9 Q. And t h e n t h e second q u e s t i o n was t h a t , a t one 

10 p o i n t you men t i o n e d t h e r e were g o i n g t o be two 

11 g e n e r a t o r s on t h e one s i t e , d i d you th e s e are 

12 a c t u a l l y t r a n s f o r m e r s . I s t h e r e 

13 A. That's r i g h t , r i g h t . 

14 Q. any reason t o use those? 

15 A. No. No, re a s o n . 

16 ATTORNEY SMITH: 

17 Okay. Thanks. 

18 A. Yes, t h a n k you. 

19 JUDGE RAINEY: 

20 I s t h e r e anyone e l s e who would l i k e t o 

21 t e s t i f y a t t h i s meeting? With t h a t , I would l i k e t o 

22 thank you a l l v e r y much f o r your a t t e n d a n c e here. And 

23 d i d you have a n y t h i n g f u r t h e r , Mr. Smith? 

24 ATTORNEY SMITH: 

25 N o , Y o u r H o n o r . 
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1 JUDGE RAINEY: 

2 Does anyone have a n y t h i n g f u r t h e r by way 

3 o f q u e s t i o n s or any t y p e o f comments t h a t t h e y want t o 

4 make? I f n o t , t h e n t h i s p u b l i c h e a r i n g i s a d j o u r n e d . 

5 Thank you. 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 HEARING CONCLUDED AT 7:36 P.M 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

* * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I hereby c e r t i f y , as t h e 

s t e n o g r a p h i c r e p o r t e r , t h a t t h e f o r e g o i n g 

p r o c e e d i n g s were t a k e n s t e n o g r a p h i c a l l y by 

me, and t h e r e a f t e r reduced t o t y p e w r i t i n g 

by me or under my d i r e c t i o n ; and t h a t t h i s 

t r a n s c r i p t i s a t r u e and a c c u r a t e r e c o r d 

t o t h e b e s t o f my a b i l i t y . 
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