
BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Ann Castaneira					:
							:		
	v.						:		F-2014-2404158
							:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 	:



ORDER GRANTING A SECOND CONTINUANCE


		An Initial In-Person Hearing in this case is scheduled for Wednesday, May 14, 2014, at 10:00 a.m., in Hearing Room #3, Commonwealth Keystone Building, Harrisburg, PA.  The hearing was scheduled to be in-person due to the potential for numerous pages of exhibits and the fact that Complainant lives in the Harrisburg area.  This is a re-scheduling of a prior hearing that was to have been held on Monday, April 14, 2014.     

		On Tuesday, May 13, 2014, I read an email from Complainant which had been sent to me the previous evening and copied to counsel, indicating that the parties needed more time prior to the hearing to possibly negotiate a settlement.  While Complainant suggested that she be permitted to withdraw her Complaint without prejudice, pending further settlement discussions, I replied that the preferred approach is to request another continuance for thirty (30) days.  If a certificate of satisfaction is not filed within thirty (30) days, then I can request that the matter be rescheduled for a hearing, which would provide another thirty (30) days before the hearing could be held.  Complainant agreed to this approach, and I have had no objections from counsel for Respondent.
 
		The standard for granting a continuance, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §1.15(b), is that good cause must be shown.  I conclude that good cause has been shown to grant the Complainant a further continuance to allow for continuing settlement discussions.  The Commission encourages settlements (52 Pa. Code § 5.231) and I want to add it is quite possible to achieve a better result through settlement than can be achieved through full litigation.  The continuance will be for approximately thirty (30) days.  If the matter is not settled within that time, the matter will be rescheduled for a hearing.  I remind the parties that this proceeding must have an end and that, if the matter is not settled within the allotted time, the parties must be ready to proceed at the next scheduled hearing.

		 
THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That a continuance of the May 14, 2014, hearing is granted and that the hearing scheduled on that date is cancelled. 

		2.	That the parties will have thirty (30) days from the date of the hearing, or until close of business (4:30 p.m.) on Friday, June 13, 2014, in which to settle this matter and file a Certificate of Satisfaction, with a copy to me and all parties.

		3.	That if a Certificate of Satisfaction is not filed and provided to me and all parties within the above-mentioned time, the matter will be rescheduled for a hearing.

		4.	That all parties be provided notice of the new day, date, time, and location of the rescheduled hearing.
		

Date:	May 13, 2014						_____________________________
								Kandace F. Melillo
								Administrative Law Judge
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