BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Tammy Scott						:
							:
	v.						:		C-2014-2406151
							:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation 			:


ORDER
GRANTING REQUEST FOR CONTINUANCE


On January 19, 2014, Tammy Scott filed a formal Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL or “the Company”), Docket Number C-2014-2406151.  In her Complaint, Ms. Scott averred that there are incorrect charges on her bill.  Ms. Scott explained that she is incorrectly being charged for three years of electric service and that she would like $3,000 removed from her account.

On March 11, 2014, PPL filed an Answer to Ms. Scott’s Complaint.  In its Answer, PPL denied that there are incorrect charges on Ms. Scott’s bill, and noted that it properly applied a security deposit to her account.  PPL requested that the Commission deny Ms. Scott’s Complaint.

On April 17, 2014, the Commission issued a Telephonic Hearing Notice scheduling an Initial Telephonic Hearing for this matter for Thursday, May 29, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. and assigning me as the Presiding Officer.  On April 18, 2014, a Prehearing Order was issued setting forth various procedural rules that would govern the Hearing.

On May 22, 2014, Kimberly Krupka, Esquire, submitted a letter on behalf of PPL requesting that the Hearing scheduled for May 29, 2014 be continued.  Ms. Krupka explained that she had recently become aware that a separate work obligation would prohibit her from participating in the Hearing on May 29, 2014.  Ms. Krupka requested that the May 29, 2014 Hearing be continued.  Ms. Krupka further noted that her office has attempted to reach Ms. Scott to ascertain her position regarding a continuance but was unable to reach her.

The request for a continuance of the Hearing in this proceeding will be granted.  A separate work obligation arose for Ms. Krupka that prevents her from participating in the Hearing scheduled for May 29, 2014.  It is reasonable to grant a continuance as a result.  Furthermore, Ms. Krupka indicated that she attempted to reach Ms. Scott to ascertain her position on a continuance but was unable to do so.  Nonetheless, it is reasonable to grant a continuance in this situation.  The parties are reminded that Commission policy promotes settlements.  52 Pa. Code §5.231(a).  Even if the parties are unable to settle this case, they may still resolve some of the questions or issues during their discussions.  If the parties reach an agreement on all issues, a formal hearing will not be necessary and the scheduled Hearing will be cancelled.

ORDER

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the request of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation for a continuance of the Initial Telephonic Hearing scheduled in this case for May 29, 2014 is hereby granted.

2. That the Initial Telephonic Hearing scheduled in this case for May 29, 2014 is hereby canceled and will be rescheduled.

3. That all other aspects of the Prehearing Order dated April 18, 2014 remain in effect.

Date:	May 23, 2014	______________________________
		Joel H. Cheskis
		Administrative Law Judge
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