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Letter of Notification of PPL Electric

Utilities Corporation, Filed Pursuant to 

52 Pa. Code Chapter 57 Subchapter G,

with respect to the Reconstruction of the                                                  A-2013- 2352732 St. Johns -Freeland 69 kV Transmission 
Tie Line in Butler and Foster Townships, 

Luzerne County, Pennsylvania
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On March 18, 2013, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”), Utility Code 110500,  filed a Letter of Notification ("LON") pursuant to Chapter 57, Subchapter G of the Commission's regulations at 52 Pa. Code §§57.72(d)(1)(v), governing the siting and construction of high voltage transmission lines.  Section 57.72 in general authorizes the abbreviated "Letter of Notification" siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:
(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.
(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicants’ existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v)  An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.
Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Luzerne County Commissioners, Luzerne County Planning Commission, Butler and Foster Townships Boards of Supervisors, Butler and Foster Townships Planning Commissions, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  Two protests to the LON were filed by Sharon Sabia and Debrorah Telatovich on May 6, 2013 and on May 8, 2013 respectively.  
On August 28, 2013, a Notice was mailed to the parties setting a prehearing conference for November 5, 2013.  A Prehearing Order was mailed to the parties on the same day, and the matter was assigned to ALJ. Ember S. Jandebeur.  The prehearing conference was held as scheduled.  During the pendency of this matter, PPL continued to work toward settlement with the parties as is supported by the Public Utility Commission.  

On January 7, 2014 Judge Jandebeur issued an Interim Order establishing a litigation schedule for the matter.

On February 27, 2014, both Sharon Sabia and Deborah Telatovich withdrew their protests.  No other protests to the LON were received.  There being no protests at this point, Judge Jandebeur, in an Order dated March 5, 2014, reassigned the matter to the Commission’s Bureau of Technical Utility Services for further action as an unprotested LON.

In the LON, PPL Electric requests Commission approval for the siting and reconstruction of St. Johns – Freeland 69 kV Transmission Tie Line (“St. Johns – Freeland Line”) in Butler and Foster Townships, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. 
According to PPL Electric, the Project is being undertaken in order to replace a 90-year old transmission line that is in a deteriorated condition, has structures with an outdated design and cannot be relied upon to continue to provide reliable service in the future.  In addition, replacing the old conductors, as part of the reconstruction of the Line, with modern conductors with greater capacity will enable PPL Electric to restore service to more customers in a shorter period of time in the event of an outage of other transmission facilities in the area and will enable PPL Electric to resolve a violation of its Reliability Principles and Practices (“RP&P”).  The Project will also enable PPL Electric to serve increased load in the future.
PPL Electric states that the rebuilding of the St. Johns- Freeland Line will require the construction of approximately 5.18 miles of transmission line between the existing St. Johns 69-12 kV Substation and the existing Freeland 69-12 kV Substation.  The Line will be designed and built for 138-kV double-circuit operation.  Initially, however, only a single circuit will be installed, and the line will be operated at 69 kV.  The additional circuit will be added when load growth in the area makes it appropriate to do so.  The Line will be converted to 138-kV operation when the transmission system serving the area is converted from 69 kV to 138-kV operation.

PPL Electric explains that St. Johns - Freeland Transmission Tie Line is presently supported by 61 lattice steel towers, averaging 65 feet in height and five wood poles averaging 60 feet in height.  All of these structures will be removed and replaced with approximately 34 double-circuit, weathering steel monopoles equipped with straight weathering steel arms and glass 138 kV insulator assemblies.  The new steel monopoles will average 110 feet in height.  Average span lengths will increase from approximately 450 feet to approximately 775 feet.
  Therefore, the rebuilt line will utilize about half the number of structures as the old line.  The new steel poles will be located as close as practical to the existing structures.  Each of the new steel monopoles will be installed on concrete foundations.  The reconstructed transmission line initially will consist of three 556.5 kcmil,
 24/7 stranding, ACSR
 power conductors (single-circuit initial operation) and two 0.752 inch diameter Optical Ground Wires (OPGW) that will provide lightning protection and communication between circuit breakers that remove the line from service when a faulted line is detected.
PPL Electric states that the St. Johns - Freeland Line will be reconstructed entirely in existing rights-of-way and on tracts of land already owned by PPL Electric.  The existing line and all of the lattice steel towers along and all wood poles will be removed and replaced with single-shaft steel poles capable of accommodating two circuits.  The line will be rebuilt utilizing the existing route.
PPL Electric states that, the proposed line reconstruction will result in little, if any, environmental or social impacts.  In fact, land use impacts are expected to decrease because the footprint of the proposed single-shaft steel poles and support foundations is much less than the existing four-legged lattice steel towers.

 Further, PPL Electric asserts that the proposed project will not create any unreasonable danger to the public health or safety.  The proposed project will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code ("NESC") minimum standards and will meet all applicable legal requirements.  

According to PPL Electric, the proposed Project was reviewed with representatives of Butler Township, Foster Township and Luzerne County.  The Townships and County had no objection to the proposed Project.  All owners of land subject to the right-of-way and easement were notified by PPL Electric representatives and sent a letter summarizing the proposed Project.  Further, copies of this Letter of Notification was served on these landowners in accordance with 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(3).

The total estimated cost of the proposed Project is approximately $5.4 million. The construction is scheduled to begin in early 2014 and is expected to be completed in the third quarter of 2014.
Upon review, the Commission finds that PPL Electric's LON and manner in which it was filed conform to the Commission's regulations of 52 Pa. Code 57.72(d)(1)(v) because the St. Johns- Freeland Line will be reconstructed entirely within existing rights-of-way and on tracts of land already owned by PPL Electric.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting, and therefore to be in the public interest.

We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:
1. That the Application filed by PPL Electric for the reconstruction of the  St. Johns-Freeland 69 kV Transmission Tie Line in Butler and Foster Townships, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket Nos. A-2013-2352732, be closed. 
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   BY THE COMMISSION,


   Rosemary Chiavetta

   Secretary

(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: July 9, 2014
ORDER ENTERED: July 9, 2014
� The design of the structures is preliminary and may be changed before construction.


� Kcmil stands for "thousand circular mils." Kcmil wire size is the equivalent cross sectional area in thousands of circular mils. A   


   circular mil is the area of a circle with a diameter of one thousandth (0.001) of an inch.





� ACSR stands for "aluminum conductor steel reinforced.
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