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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


July 10, 2014
A-2012-2330212
TO ALL PARTIES

Application of Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Transportation for approval of the alteration of the crossing where SR 6011 (Harrison Avenue) crosses, above grade, the tracks of Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Railroad Authority, operated thereon by Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc. in the City of Scranton in Lackawanna County.
To Whom It May Concern:

At a location in the City of Scranton, Lackawanna County, State Route 6011 (Harrison Avenue) crosses, above grade, the tracks of Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Railroad Authority, operated thereon by Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc.
In its application filed October 19, 2012, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Department) seeks Commission approval to replace the structure which carries the state highway.  A preliminary plan was attached to the Department’s application.
The existing structure is a two span, concrete spandrel on concrete abutments and piers. The state highway on the existing bridge carries two, fifteen-foot wide traffic lanes with five-foot wide sidewalks on both sides for a total width of 40 feet.  The length of the existing bridge is approximately 400 feet between centerline of bearings.
The Department proposes to replace the existing bridge in accordance with the application.  The new structure will be a three-span continuous composite steal multi-girder bridge supported on concrete abutments and piers.  The new bridge will carry two, eleven-foot wide traffic lanes with seven-foot wide shoulders and five-foot wide sidewalks on both sides for a total of width of 49.0 feet, out-to-out of concrete parapets.  The length of the new bridge will be 465.0 feet between centerline of abutment bearings.  Street lighting will also be provided on the new bridge.  A vertical clearance of 28.08 feet will be provided above the railroad tracks.  The new bridge will be constructed on a new horizontal alignment just west of the existing bridge and the vertical alignment will be a descending grade of 7.62 %, approaching the structure a descending grade of 0.96% over the structure, and an ascending grade of 2.18% beyond the structure, south to north.
A field investigation and conference was arranged by a Commission staff engineer and held at the site of the crossing on December 3, 2012.  All parties of record were notified of the conference and representatives of the following entities were in attendance:
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Applicant)

Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Railroad Authority 

Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc.
City of Scranton

Although notified by letter dated November 14, 2012, there were no representatives of Verizon PA, PA American Water Company, UGI Utilities, Inc or Lackawanna County in attendance.
At the field conference, the Department described the proposed project.  The Department agreed to bear all costs to construct the project.  The Department will bear all costs incurred by Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc. in protecting the railroad facilities.  The Department stated that a portion of the north abutment will remain for slope protection. A wall and chain link fence will be constructed atop of the abutment and will be maintained by the Department.  The Department will also maintain the entire new structure exclusive of snow, ice and debris on the sidewalks and street lighting, which the City of Scranton agreed to maintain.
The non-carrier utilities will be directed to do any work to alter or protect its facilities, at its initial cost and expense.
The proposed project is estimated to cost $12,000,000 and will utilize Federal and State funds.

The Commission will assume jurisdiction along State Route 6011 from Stations 13+50 to 19+00.  By letter dated April 4, 2014, the Department notified that it has acquired all railroad property amicably; therefore, it will not be necessary for the Commission to appropriate railroad property to accommodate the improvement.

The Department submitted final construction plans entitled: “COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, LACKAWANNA COUNTY, SR 6011, SEC 273, SEGMENT 0190, OFFSET 0404, ST 6011-273 STA 16+27.50 OVER ROARING BROOK, SR 3022, AND DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA & WESTERN RAILROAD, 3 SPAN CONT COMP STEEL MULTI-GIRDER BRIDGE,” consisting of seventy six (76) sheets.

Upon full consideration of the matters involved and inasmuch as none of the parties offered any objection to the proposed project, we find that a Secretarial Letter can be issued approving the application without a formal hearing.  Upon completion of the project, and if requested by any party of record, a hearing will be held to allocate any costs incurred by any of the non-carrier utilities.
The Commission issues this Secretarial Letter in accordance with Section 2702 of the Public Utility Code and finds that the alteration of the crossing is necessary and proper for the service, accommodation, convenience or safety of the public.



The application is approved as herein directed:

1. The caption be revised as shown herein.

2.
The alteration of the crossing where State Route 6011 (Harrison Avenue) crosses, above grade, the tracks of Pennsylvania Northeast Regional Railroad Authority, operated thereon by Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc. in the City of Scranton, Lackawanna County, be approved.
3.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to construct the rail-highway project above the grade of the railroad tracks, and the highway approaches thereto, including the removal of the existing bridge exclusive of the north abutment, all in accordance with this Secretarial Letter and the construction plan entitled: “COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, LACKAWANNA COUNTY, SR 6011, SEC 273, SEGMENT 0190, OFFSET 0404, SR 6011-273 STA 16+27.50 OVER ROARING BROOK, SR 3022, AND DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA & WESTERN RAILROAD, 3 SPAN CONT COMP STEEL MULTI-GIRDER BRIDGE,” consisting of seventy six (76) sheets, and submitted to the Commission on May 27, 2014, which plan is made part hereof and is hereby approved.
4.
Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc., at the sole cost and expense of the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, furnish and maintain any flagmen, watchmen, and/or construction inspectors necessary to protect and safeguard its railroad operations during the time the crossing project is being constructed, along, above or adjacent to its tracks. 

5.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation furnish all material and do all work necessary to establish and maintain any detours or traffic controls that may be required to properly accommodate vehicular traffic during the time of the rail-highway crossing project is being constructed.
6.
Any relocation of, changes in and/or removal of any adjacent structures, equipment or other facilities of any public utility or municipal authority, located within the limits of the highway, within the Commission’s jurisdiction, be made by said public utility at its initial cost and expense, and in such manner as will not interfere with the construction of the improvement; and such relocated or altered facilities thereafter be maintained by said public utility at its sole cost and expense. 

7.
Any relocation of, changes in and/or removal of any adjacent structures, equipment or other facilities of any public utility or municipal authority, located beyond the limits of the highway, within the limits of this Commission’s jurisdiction, be made by said public utility in such manner as will not interfere with the construction of the improvement; and such relocated or altered facilities thereafter be maintained by said public utility at its sole cost and expense.
8.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to complete the remainder of the rail-highway crossing project, including any attendant storm drainage facilities or any ancillary facilities installed or altered in conjunction with this project, constructed in accordance with the approved plan.
9.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation cooperate with Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc., so that during the construction of the improvement, the movement of railroad traffic will not be endangered or unnecessarily inconvenienced.

10.
Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc. cooperate with Pennsylvania Department of Transportation during the time of construction, and provide for all train movements to be made in a safe manner and under control.

11.
That all work necessary to complete the construction of the above-grade crossing project be done in a manner satisfactory to this Commission on or before December 31, 2017, and that on or before said date, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation report to this Commission the date of actual completion of the work; and Pennsylvania Department of Transportation certify to this Commission that the work has been satisfactorily completed in accordance with the approved plan and this Secretarial Letter.
12.
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation pay all compensation for damages, if any, due to owners of property taken, injured or destroyed by reason of the construction of the improvement; in accordance with this Secretarial Letter.

13.
All costs which are to be reimbursed by the Department of Transportation consistent with this letter, shall be reimbursed pursuant to the provisions of 23 C.F.R. § 140,646. The aforesaid Federal reimbursement shall not supersede, delay or, in any manner postpone the effect of any paragraph contained in this or any related Secretarial Letter or order.

14.
Upon completion of the construction of the improvement and its opening to public use, Delaware-Lackawanna Railroad Company, Inc., at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary thereafter to maintain its tracks, wire lines catenaries and other facilities, existing or altered, located within the limits of the improvement.

15.
Upon completion of the construction of the improvement and its opening to public use, City of Scranton, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary thereafter to maintain the street lighting on the subject bridge and to remove snow, ice and debris from the sidewalks.

16.
Upon completion of the construction of the railroad-highway crossing project and its opening to public use, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to maintain the remainder of the improvement, including the highway approaches to the reconstructed crossing; the substructure, superstructure, roadway pavement, sidewalks (exclusive of snow, ice and debris removal) and railings of the bridge structures; the north abutment of the existing bridge and the attached chain link fence; and any highway drainage facilities installed or altered in accordance with this Secretarial Letter.

17.
Upon completion of the work herein directed, and if requested by any party of record, a hearing be scheduled at a time and place designated by the Commisison, for the purpose of taking testimony upon the final allocation of costs and expenses incurred by the non-carrier public utilities, and any other matters relevant to this proceeding.
The Parties are reminded that failure to comply with this or any Order or Secretarial Letter in this proceeding may result in an enforcement action seeking civil penalties and/or other sanctions pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 3301.
If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.
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Very truly yours,





Rosemary Chiavetta




Secretary
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