BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Application of Rasier-PA LLC, a limited liability company		:	A-2014-2424608
of the State of Delaware, for the right to begin to transport, 		:
by motor vehicle, persons in the experimental service		:	
of shared-ride network for passenger trips between points in 	:
Pennsylvania, excluding those which originate or terminate		:
in the Counties of Beaver, Clinton, Columbia, Crawford, 		:
Lawrence, Lycoming, Mercer, Northumberland and Union           	: 
							

INTERIM ORDER CLOSING THE RECORD

	On June 2, 2014, Rasier-PA LLC (Rasier or Applicant) filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission), its application for the right to begin to transport, by motor vehicle, persons in the experimental service of shared-ride network for passenger trips between points in Pennsylvania, excluding those which originate or terminate in the Counties of Beaver, Clinton, Columbia, Crawford, Lawrence, Lycoming, Mercer, Northumberland and Union:   
Applicant proposes to use a digital platform to connect passengers to independent ride-sharing operators (“Operators”) with whom Applicant intends to contract. Operators will use their personal, noncommercially licensed vehicles for the purpose of providing transportation services.  The Applicant plans to license the Uber Technology to generate leads from riders who need transportation services.  Applicant does not own vehicles, employ drivers or transport passengers.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	Application at ¶ 10-11.] 


Notice of the application was published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on June 14, 2014.  The notice provided that the deadline for the filing of protests was June 30, 2014.

On May 12, 2014, The Insurance Federation of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Insurance Federation) filed a protest to the application, concerning the ability of Applicant to comply with the Commission’s insurance requirements.  Applicant filed preliminary objections on June 2, 2014 seeking dismissal of the protest on the ground that it lacked standing to participate in this proceeding.  By Initial Decision served on July 3, 2014, Applicant’s preliminary objections were sustained and the protest was dismissed for lack of standing.  On July 23, 2014, the Insurance Federation filed exceptions to the Initial Decision dismissing the protest.  On August 4, 2014, Applicant filed a reply to the exceptions.  On August 15, 2014, the Commission entered an order granting the exceptions filed by the Insurance Federation and denying the preliminary objections filed by Rasier.

On June 20, 2014, MTR Transportation, Inc., t/d/b/a K-Cab Co. (MTR), filed a protest to the application.  On July 17, 2014, Applicant and MTR filed a restrictive amendment and stipulation.  Applicant agreed to restrictively amend its application so that the operating authority sought would be:
To transport, by motor vehicle, persons in the experimental service of shared-ride network for passenger trips between points in Pennsylvania, excluding trips which originate or terminate at points in the Counties of Beaver, Clinton, Columbia, Crawford, Lawrence, Lycoming, Mercer, Montour, Northumberland and Union and in that portion of the County of Luzerne which is located within an airline distance of 15 statute miles of the limits of the Borough of Berwick, Columbia County.

	MTR agreed to withdraw its protest, conditioned upon the acceptance by the Commission of the restrictive amendment and stipulation.

	On June 30, 2014, protests were filed by IA Trans Inc.; Jaydan Inc.; LAN Trans Inc.; Sawink Inc., t/a County Cab; LMB Taxi Inc.; MAF; MG Trans Co., Inc.; Noble Cab, Inc.; Odessa Taxi Inc.; Rosemont Taxicab Co., Inc.; AF Taxi Inc.; Aceone Trans Co.; AG Taxi Inc.; AGB Trans, Inc.; Almar Taxi, Inc.; ATS Cab, Inc.; Bag Trans, Inc.; BNA Cab Co.; BNG Cab Co.; BNJ Cab Co.; Bond Taxi, Inc.; BSP Trans, Inc.; Double A Cab Co.; FAD Trans, Inc.; GA Cab Co., Inc.; GD Inc.; GN Trans, Inc.; God Bless America Trans, Inc.; Grace Trans, Inc.; MDS Cab, Inc.; S&S Taxi Cab, Inc.; TGIF Trans, Inc.; SABA Trans, Inc.; SAJ Trans, Inc.; SF Taxi,  Inc.; Society Taxi, Inc.; Steele Taxi, Inc.; V&S Taxi, Inc.; VAL Trans. Inc.; VB Trans, Inc.; and VSM Trans, Inc. (Medallion Carriers). [footnoteRef:2]  On July 18, 2014, preliminary objections were filed by the Applicant, seeking dismissal of the protests.  Protestants did not file a response to the preliminary objections of the Applicant.[footnoteRef:3]  The preliminary objections were denied by interim order dated August 11, 2014. [2:  	Applicant referred to the enumerated Protestants as the “medallion carriers”.]  [3:  	The preliminary objections filed by Rasier objected to the protests filed by the enumerated carriers and identified them as “Medallion Carriers, et al.”  Commission filings by Rosemont Taxi Cab Co. Inc., include its PUC operating authority under PUC Docket No. A-001310311 and A-2008-2053668 and PPA No. 1015925-05.  Documents filed by Sawink, Inc., t/d/b/a County Cab Co. indicates Protestant Sawink has PUC approved call or demand authority at Certificate No. A-00122187. 
] 


	On June 30, 2014, protests were filed by United Cab, LLC (United Cab), Good Cab, LLC (Good Cab), EZ Taxi, LLC (EZ Taxi), and Keystone Cab Service, Inc. (Keystone or Keystone Cab). [footnoteRef:4]  On July 21, 2014, preliminary objections were filed by the Applicant, seeking dismissal of the protests.  Protestants filed an answer to the preliminary objections of the Applicant on July 31, 2014.  On August 11, 2014, an interim order was issued denying the preliminary objections. [4:  	Applicant referred to the enumerated Protestants as the “various call or demand carriers”.] 


	On June 30, 2014, a protest was filed by Executive Transportation Company, t/a Luxury Sedan (Executive).  On July 21, 2014, preliminary objections were filed by the Applicant, seeking dismissal of the protest.  An interim order denying the preliminary objections was issued on August 11, 2014.

	On June 30, 2014, a protest was filed by Capital City Cab Service, Inc., (Capital City).  On July 21, 2014, preliminary objections were filed by the Applicant, seeking dismissal of the protest.  An interim order denying the preliminary objections was issued on August 11, 2014.

	On June 30, 2014, a protest was filed by JB Taxi LLC t/a County Taxi Cab (JB Taxi).  On July 21, 2014, preliminary objections were filed by the Applicant, seeking dismissal of the protest.  On July 25, 2014, Applicant filed Amended Preliminary Objections to the Protest of JB Taxi.  On July 25, 2014, Applicant also filed a Motion for Partial Judgment on the Pleadings as to the protest of JB Taxi averring Protestant did not have standing to protest the application.  On August 8, 2014, Protestant filed Protestant JB Taxi’s Motion to Dismiss and Answer to Preliminary Objections and Motion for Judgment on the Pleadings.  Protestant essentially averred that it has standing to challenge the proposed service and that the pending application of Protestant to expand its service to Washington County is sufficient to confer standing upon Protestant.  On August 12, 2014, an interim order was issued denying the preliminary objections and motion for partial judgment on the pleadings.

	On June 30, 2014, Jarnail Taxi, Inc filed a protest in this proceeding.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	A Prehearing Conference proceeded as scheduled on July 24, 2014.  Evidentiary hearings were held as scheduled for August 18-19, 2014, in Pittsburgh.  An additional day of hearing was held on September 9, 2014.

	The hearing resulted in a transcript of 735 pages.  Briefs were filed by all of the parties and no further hearings are necessary in this matter.

	THEREFORE,

	IT IS ORDERED: 

	1.	That the record at Docket No. A-2014-2424608 is closed.

	2.	That a Recommended Decision shall be prepared and issued.



												
							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge



Date:  September 17, 2014										
							Jeffrey A. Watson
							Administrative Law Judge
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