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Application of Gentle Giant Moving Company (DC), LLC, t/a Gentle Giant Moving & Storage, for the right to begin to transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, household goods in use, between points in the City and County of Philadelphia and the Counties of Bucks, Chester, Delaware, and Montgomery and from points in said counties, to points in Pennsylvania and vice versa.

A-8916151
A-2013-2393811
ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:



This matter comes before the Commission on an application filed November 12, 2013.  Public notice of the application was given in the Pennsylvania Bulletin of January 25, 2014, with protests due by February 14, 2014.  On February 12, 2014, a joint protest was filed by Adam Meyer, Inc., Advance Transportation Co., Inc., Clemmer Moving & Storage, Inc., and Hughes Relocation Services, Inc.  On February 12, 2014, a protest was filed by Hoy Transfer, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as "Protestants"), which was later withdrawn on August 18, 2014, upon acceptance of a restrictive amendment by all parties.  On July 7, 2014 the application was reassigned to the Bureau of Technical Utility Services for review under modified procedures.

On August 15, 2014 the Applicant provided missing information on the Verified Statement and filed twenty (20) Verified Statements of support.  The record consists of the application, the applicant’s verified statement, and twenty statements of support from parties residing in the county of Philadelphia.  The now unopposed application is certified to the Commission for its decision without oral hearing. 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS


Gentle Giant Moving Company (DC), LLC t/a Gentle Giant Moving & Storage, (Applicant), a Delaware Limited Liability Company properly registered within Pennsylvania, seeks the right to begin to transport, as a common carrier, by motor vehicle, household goods in use, within the City and County of Philadelphia and the Counties of Bucks, Chester, Delaware, and Montgomery and from points in said counties, to points in Pennsylvania and vice versa.    
The applicant is qualified to provide service as a household goods in use carrier. Applicant, for 30 years, has owned and operated as a household goods in use carrier locally and interstate, with the home office in Massachusetts.  
Applicant’s office is located at 29 Harding Street, Somerville, MA 01143. Applicant will obtain a facility, within Pennsylvania, and hire three employees (1 manager and 2 movers) to begin operations once authority is obtained.
Only capable, responsible drivers will be hired.  There is a zero tolerance policy regarding drug or alcohol abuse.  Applicant will maintain background checks on all employees including driving and criminal records.

Applicant’s safety program includes a nine point pre-trip inspection by the driver, and routine maintenance by a local qualified mechanic.  The purpose of these inspections is to ensure vehicles comply with the requirements of 49 CFR Parts 393 and 396, as adopted by the PUC at 52 Pa. Code, Chapter 37 and 67 Pa. Code, Chapter 175.



The applicant’s balance sheet dated 12/31/13, shows total assets of $9,442,532, of which $2,471,250 is cash, and liabilities of $3,335,024.    
The applicant has provided statements of support from twenty (20) parties residing in Philadelphia County.
A review of the record before us indicates that the applicant possesses the technical expertise, experience, facilities, sufficient capital and other resources necessary to provide the proposed service. 
The application was under joint protest from four parties and a separate protest from one party, all of which agreed to withdraw their protests based upon the acceptance and approval of the following consolidated restrictive amendment:

Household goods in use, between points in the City and County of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and from points in said City and County to points in Pennsylvania.
Subject to the following condition:

That no right, power or privilege is granted to provide service to points in Centre County.
 We advise the applicant of the obligation to become familiar with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code as applicable to the operation of a common carrier as authorized by this grant of authority.  If the applicant changes its address, a Change of Address Form shall be filed with the Commission. The form can be found on the Commission's website: www.puc.pa.gov/general /onlineforms/pdf/MC_Address Change.pdf.  Failure to comply with all applicable requirements may subject the carrier to penalties, including fines, suspension of operating rights or cancellation of authority.  Title 52 of the Pennsylvania Code may be accessed at www.pacode.com. 

After complete review of the record, we find:

1. Applicant seeks to provide service between points in the City and County of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and from said points to points in Pennsylvania.  Providing that no right, power or privilege is granted to provide service to points in Centre County.  
2. Two joint protests, consisting of five parties, were filed and withdrawn upon stipulation to a restrictive amendment.
3. Applicant is supported by twenty parties residing in Philadelphia County.
4. Applicant has the equipment, ability and fitness necessary to render the service as amended.

5. The evidence of record is sufficient to establish necessity for the service as amended.

6. Approval of the application is necessary for the accommodation and convenience of the public; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:  
1. That the application be and is hereby approved granting the following right:
Household goods in use, between points in the City and County of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and from points in said City and County to points in Pennsylvania.

Subject to the following condition:

That no right, power or privilege is granted to provide service to points in Centre County.

2. That a certificate of public convenience shall not be issued until the following are submitted to the Commission and approved by the Commission:

A. Form E, as evidence of bodily injury and property damage liability insurance.

B. Form H, as evidence of cargo liability insurance

C.        A tariff establishing just and reasonable rates.

Instructions for filing of a tariff can be found at: www.puc.pa.gov/general/onlineforms/pdf/Initial_Tariff_ Instructions.pdf
3. That the authority granted herein, to the extent that it duplicates authority now held by or subsequently granted to the applicant, shall not be construed as conferring more than one operating right.



4. That upon compliance with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, a certificate shall issue evidencing the Commission's approval of the right to operate as above-determined.  
5. That in the event said applicant has not, on or before sixty (60) days from the date of entry of this order, complied with the requirements hereinbefore set forth, the application shall be dismissed without further proceedings.
6. That applicant must demonstrate safety fitness by completing a Safety Fitness Review.  Applicant will be contacted by Commission staff, which will schedule a review to be completed within 180 days of the date the certificates are issued.  An overview of the safety regulations can be found on the Commission’s website:              www.puc.pa.gov/general/onlineforms/pdf/safety_fitness_compliance.pdf.  Failure to submit to a Safety Fitness Review or to attain a satisfactory evaluation will result in cancellation of the certificates.
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BY THE COMMISSION,PRIVATE 








Rosemary Chiavetta







Secretary
(SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED:  October 2, 2014
ORDER ENTERED:  October 2, 2014

- 2 -


