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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


October 7, 2014
A-2008-2079988

TO ALL PARTIES

Application of Department of Transportation of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the approval to replace the existing superstructure of the bridge carrying SR 0772 over the two tracks of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (AMTRAK) (DOT# 518 014 T) in the Borough of Mount Joy, Lancaster County and (2) exemption from the Commission’s minimum vertical clearance requirements.  
To Whom It May Concern:



By the Commission Order entered December 3, 2009, we directed the alteration of the subject crossing by the replacement of the superstructure of the bridge carrying SR 0772 over the two tracks of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation (AMTRAK) (DOT# 518 014 T) in the Borough of Mount Joy, Lancaster County.  By Secretarial Letter of September 25, 2014, the date for all work necessary to complete the construction of the above-grade crossing project be done in a manner as satisfactory to this Commission was extended until  June 30, 2016.


On December 18, 2012, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation closed the sidewalk to all pedestrian traffic located on the southern side of the subject bridge. The Department closed the southern sidewalk after discovering that a portion of the steel superstructure supporting the sidewalk was severely rusted and contained section loss. 


By letter-petition received by the Commission on August 28, 2014, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation requests that the Commission affirm the Department’s closure of the sidewalk.  Additionally, the Department stated that inspections of the bridge will continue every six (6) months pursuant to the National Bridge Inspection Standards.     

A review of the Commission Order entered December 3, 2009, revealed that an exemption from the Commission’s minimum overhead clearance requirements of twenty two (22) feet was not granted for the proposed minimum overhead clearance of twenty (20) feet seven (7) inches.  This Secretarial Letter acknowledges and will grant the clearance exemption request.       
We have carefully reviewed the record in this proceeding and affirm the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation’s action to close the sidewalk on the southern side of the SR 0772 bridge to all pedestrian traffic and the Department performing inspections of the subject bridge every six (6) months.  As part of the sidewalk closing, the Commission will order the Department, at its sole cost and expense, to maintain any barricades, signs, or pedestrian detours.   
THEREFORE:



The letter-petition received on August 28, 2014 by Pennsylvania Department of Transportation be and is hereby granted to the extent herein directed:

1. The Commission affirms the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation’s action on December 18, 2012, to close the sidewalk on the southern side of the SR 0772 bridge to all pedestrian traffic.
2. The Commission affirms inspections of the subject bridge by the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation every six (6) months.

3. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its sole cost and expense, provide and maintain any barricades, signs, or pedestrian detours used in closing the sidewalk to all pedestrian traffic on the subject bridge.
4. An exemption from the Commission’s minimum overhead clearance requirements of 52 Pa. Code §33.121, be and is hereby granted in this particular instance, for a vertical clearance of twenty (20) feet seven (7) inches at the subject bridge. 
5. Any operating railroads over the subject line, issue appropriate notice, warning their employees of the restrictive clearance, herein, all in accordance with its standard operating practice.
6.
In all other respects, our Commission Order entered on     December 3, 2009 remains in full force and effect.
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If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.

   Very truly yours,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

