
BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Ida Daniels						:
							:
	v.						:		F-2014-2435560
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



ORDER
GRANTING MOTION FOR CONTINUANCE



On July 22, 2014, Ida Daniels filed with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) a formal Complaint against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW or “the Company”), Docket Number F-2014-2435560.  The Complaint was a timely appeal of the decision of the Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Services (BCS), case number 3249303.  In her Complaint, Ms. Daniels averred that PGW is threatening to shut off her utility service and that she would like a payment agreement because her current agreement is too high.  Ms. Daniels requested time to pay her outstanding bill which was accrued by her aunt.

On August 25, 2014, PGW filed an Answer to Ms. Daniels’ Complaint.  In its Answer, PGW admitted that it issued a shutoff notice for service at Ms. Daniels’ address and admitted that Ms. Daniels seeks a payment agreement for service.  PGW, however, requested that the Commission find against Ms. Daniels and dismiss her Complaint.

By Telephonic Hearing Notice dated August 29, 2014, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) scheduled an Initial Telephonic Hearing for this matter for Friday, October 24, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. and assigned me as the Presiding Officer.  A Prehearing Order dated September 3, 2014 was issued setting forth various procedural issues that would govern the hearing.

On October 20, 2014, PGW filed a Motion for Continuance of Hearing.  In its Motion, PGW averred that the Company is in the process of attempting to settle this matter and that Ms. Daniels has not objected to a continuance of the Hearing.  PGW further averred that it believes that there is a possibility that the parties will resolve the matter by settlement.

The purpose of this Order is to grant the Company’s request for a continuance.  Commission policy promotes settlement and it is reasonable to allow additional time for further attempts to resolve this matter via settlement.  Furthermore, Ms. Daniels did not object to PGW’s request.  As a result, the Initial Telephonic Hearing scheduled for October 24, 2014 will be cancelled and rescheduled for no less than thirty (30) days from the date of this Order.  The parties are encouraged to commence settlement discussions as soon as possible.  Even if the parties are unable to settle this matter in its entirety, they may still resolve some of the questions or issues during their discussions.  If the parties reach an agreement on all issues, a hearing will not be necessary.  The Company is directed to indicate within thirty (30) days from the date of this order whether the matter has settled by filing a Certificate of Satisfaction or if a Hearing is necessary.


ORDER

1. That the Motion for Continuance of Hearing filed by Philadelphia Gas Works on October 20, 2014 at Docket Number F-2014-2435560 is hereby granted.

2. That Philadelphia Gas Works is directed to indicate within thirty (30) days from the date of this order whether the matter has settled by filing a Certificate of Satisfaction or if a Hearing is necessary.


Date:	October 22, 2014	______________________________
		Joel H. Cheskis
		Administrative Law Judge
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