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ORDER
This Order is issued pursuant to the authority granted to presiding officers under the Commission’s regulation at 52 Pa. Code § 5.483.

By Hearing Notice dated December 4, 2014, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (Commission) scheduled a hearing in this case for Wednesday, January 7, 2015, at 10:00 a.m. in Hearing Room 4 of the Commission’s office at 400 North Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  That case convened as scheduled.  Present was counsel for United Water, Thomas T. Niesen, Esquire, together with a witness.  Jeffrey Gibson (Complainant) was not present.  As the Office of Administrative Law Judge (OALJ) did not have a telephone number for the Complainant, it was not possible to reach him.  I waited approximately 15 minutes to start the hearing, and checked with the OALJ staff to see if they had heard from Mr. Gibson.  They had not.  I also checked the Atrium of the Keystone State Office Building looking for the Complainant.  He was not there.

The hearing proceeded, and counsel for United moved that the Complaint in this matter be dismissed for lack of prosecution.  I tentatively granted that request subject to issuance of an Initial Decision.
Later in the day on January 7, 2015, I was informed by a member of the OALJ staff that the Complainant had called our office and left a Voicemail stating that he could not find the building where the hearing was being held, and that he wanted judgment in his favor.

On January 13, 2015, I received a letter from the Complainant styled as a Motion requesting a ruling and asking that United Water be “ . . . directed to remove the microwave sending unit on the outside of each home and build[ing].”  The Motion also asked that the Commission direct United to pay each homeowner $1,000 for every month the “unit” was on their meter.  The Motion concluded with the statement that the Complainant would not walk to another hearing.

I directed that the letter/Motion be filed with the Secretary of the Commission at this docket, and as the Complainant did not provide a copy of his Motion to United, I transmitted a copy to counsel for United.

As the record in this proceeding has not yet closed, there is no need to direct the re-opening of the record.  As the Complainant has indicated that he will not attend another hearing, I will rule on his Motion as a post-hearing Motion after United is afforded the twenty day period allowed under 52 Pa. Code § 5.61 to file an Answer, if any, to the Motion.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.
That United Water must file an Answer, if any, to the Complainant’s  letter/Motion dated January 7, 2015, by February 2, 2015. 
Date:
January 13, 2015
______________________________



Dennis J. Buckley


Administrative Law Judge
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