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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On October 24, 2014, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (“PPL Electric”), Utility Code 110500,  filed a Letter of Notification ("LON") pursuant to Chapter 57, Subchapter G of the Commission's regulations at 52 Pa. Code §§57.72(d)(1)(vi) governing the siting and construction of high voltage transmission lines.  Section 57.72 in general authorizes the abbreviated "Letter of Notification" siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:
(i) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration, of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(ii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii)  An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicants’ existing transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present levels, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(v)  An HV which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.  

(vi)    An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the LON were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d) (3) and 57.74 (b), (c) on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Historical and Museum Commission, PA Department of Environmental Protection, Lancaster County Board of Commissioners, Lancaster County Planning Commission, City of Lancaster, and other interested parties as listed in the Certificate of Service.  No protest was filed and no hearing was held.  

In this LON, PPL Electric requests Commission approval to install one new terminal pole necessary to convert approximately 0.85 mile of the existing West Hempfield-Prince #1 and #2 138 kV transmission line in the City of Lancaster, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, from overhead facilities to underground facilities (“Project”).  PPL Electric states, and we agree, that the Commission’s regulations do not require Commission pre-approval for the siting and construction of the underground portion of this proposed Project.  See 52 Pa. Code § 57.71 (PUC approval is required for the siting and construction of HV transmission lines); 52 Pa. Code § 57.1 (an HV transmission line is an overhead electric supply line with a design voltage of 100 kV or greater). 

PPL Electric states that the purpose of the proposed Project is to accommodate the request of two customers, Lancaster General Health and Franklin & Marshall College, to underground the existing facilities in order to minimize interference with future development plans on their property.

PPL Electric explains that Lancaster General and Franklin & Marshall College are jointly leading an initiative designed to remediate 28 acres of an existing Norfolk Southern rail yard in the City of Lancaster, for the purpose of improving the economic development, re-connecting the city street grid system, and improving the environmental conditions in the Northwest Lancaster area.

PPL Electric states that its existing West Hempfield - Prince #1 and #2 138 kV Transmission Line currently traverses the 28-acre site to be remediated and redeveloped by Lancaster General Health and Franklin & Marshall College.  The existing overhead West Hempfield - Prince #1 and #2 138 kV Transmission Line extends approximately 0.57 miles from Dillervilles Road in Lancaster City and traverses the 28-acre site to be remediated and redeveloped.  The existing overhead West Hempfield - Prince #1 and #2 138 kV Transmission Line then continues for approximately 0.28 miles to where it transitions to an underground line before crossing Prince Street and continuing underground into the Prince Substation.  
PPL Electric states that Lancaster General Health and Franklin & Marshall College have requested that PPL Electric's existing West Hempfield - Prince #1 and #2 138 kV Transmission Line be converted from overhead facilities to underground facilities.  Importantly, the proposed redevelopment of the 28-acre site cannot be completed until the existing overhead transmission facilities are converted to underground facilities.  Therefore, to accommodate the request of Lancaster General Health and Franklin & Marshall College to underground the existing facilities in order to minimize interference with future development plans for the 28-acre site in the City of Lancaster, PPL Electric proposes to convert approximately 0.57 miles (approximately 3,025 feet) of its existing West Hempfield -Prince #1 and #2 138 kV Transmission Line from overhead facilities to underground facilities.
PPL Electric avers that if it were to underground the segment of West Hempfield - Prince 138 #1 and #2 Transmission Line that traverses the 28-acre site to be remediated and redeveloped, the transmission line would transition from overhead to underground (across the Lancaster General Health and Franklin & Marshall College property), back to overhead for approximately 0.28 miles (approximately 1,465 feet), and then back to underground before crossing Prince Street.  As a result, there will be an approximately 0.28-mile section of overhead transmission line remaining between the two underground sections.  Given this situation, PPL Electric has also proposed to underground the remaining 0.28-mile section of Transmission line in order to reduce maintenance costs and improve reliability.
PPL Electric states that the first 0.57-mile-long segment of transmission line to be converted from overhead to underground is located on the property of the customers requesting the conversion, Lancaster General Health and Franklin & Marshall College.  The remaining 0.28-mile-long segment is located on property owned by the Lancaster County Redevelopment Authority.

PPL Electric states in order to convert the segment of the West Hempfield - Prince #1 and #2 138 kV Transmission Line from overhead to underground, 14 existing structures will be removed, along with approximately 4,490 feet of 556 kcmil,
 24/7 stranding, ACSR
 power conductors and 4,490 feet of 3/8 inch overhead ground wire.  The new underground conductors will consist of approximately 4,490 feet of new 1,500 kcmil copper cable power conductor and 500 kcmil copper bond cable.  In addition, the conversion from overhead to underground will require the installation of one steel monopole terminal structure.  The new terminal pole will transition the existing West Hempfield - Prince #1 and #2 138 kV Transmission Line between overhead and underground operations.  The new terminal steel pole will be approximately 95 feet in height and self-supporting on a concrete foundation. 

Further, PPL Electric states that the new terminal pole will be installed in close proximity to the existing structure.  The terminal structure will be constructed within a new 100-foot-wide right-of-way adjacent to the existing transmission line.  The new right-of-way will be located within the inactive Norfolk Southern rail yard that was recently acquired by the Economic Development Company Finance Corporation (“EDCFC”).  EDCFC, in conjunction with Lancaster General Health and Franklin & Marshall College, will grant PPL Electric all necessary rights-of-way and easements.
  No additional right-of-way or casements are required for this Project.

PPL Electric states that the proposed project will not create any unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  The underground section of the West Hempfield - Prince #1 and #2 138 kV Transmission Line will be designed, constructed, operated, and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electrical Safety Code ("NESC") minimum standards and will meet all applicable legal requirements.  

According to PPL Electric, the proposed Project was reviewed with representatives of the City of Lancaster and Lancaster County.  These entities have not objected to the proposed project.  All landowners that may be affected by the transmission line work associated with the Project were served with a copy of this Letter of Notification in accordance with 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(3).
The estimated cost to design and construct the aboveground portion of this Project is approximately $250,000.
  The entire cost of the Project will be borne by Lancaster General Health and Franklin & Marshall College.  The construction is scheduled to begin in June 1, 2015, to meet an in-service date of September 1, 2015. 
Although, Commission pre-approval for the siting and construction of the underground high voltage transmission lines is not required by our siting regulations, the alteration of the remaining overhead facilities is subject to our regulations.  PPL Electric's LON and manner in which it was filed conform to the Commission's regulations of 52 Pa. Code 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the project is less than two mile.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and finds it to be consistent with applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting, and therefore to be in the public interest.

We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment and cost recovery; THEREFORE,
IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Application filed by PPL Electric for the installation of one new terminal pole necessary to convert approximately 0.85 mile of the existing West Hempfield-Prince #1 and #2 138 kV transmission line in the City of Lancaster,   Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, from overhead facilities to underground facilities, is hereby approved.  
2.     That this proceeding at Docket Nos. A-2014-2450280, be closed. 
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   BY THE COMMISSION,


   Rosemary Chiavetta


   Secretary

 (SEAL)

ORDER ADOPTED: February 12, 2015
ORDER ENTERED: February 12, 2015
� Kcmil stands for thousand circular mills. Kcmil wire size is the equivalent cross sectional area in thousands of    circular mils. A circular mil is the area of a circle with a diameter of one thousandth (.001) of an inch.





� ACSR stands for aluminum conductor steel reinforced.





�  Both Lancaster General Health and Franklin & Marshall College are equity owners in the Economic Development 


   Company Finance Corporation purchased property.





�  The estimated cost for the proposed Project is an order-of-magnitude estimate developed using averages of recent costs for similar projects and without an in-depth analysis or field investigation. The estimated cost is subject to change as the constructability of the Project, sequence of construction, and other factors that may affect the cost are identified and analyzed as the Project progresses.
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