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P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE ROBERT A. 

CHRISTIANSON: Let's be on the record. I'm Chief 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Law Judge Robert Christiansen. We're here 

t h i s morning f o r a conference concerning the a r b i t r a t i o n 

request of Cellco Partnership, doing business as Verizon 

Wireless under the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 

We've got two or more people on the speakerphone, and 

i t ' s not working too w e l l , but w e ' l l see how t h a t goes as we 

go along. I understand we have somebody from Verizon i n 

D.C. and somebody from i n L i t t l e Rock f o r the l o c a l company, 

which i s ALLTEL. 

Let's s t a r t w i t h D.C. Introduce y o u r s e l f and anybody 

w i t h you. 

MS. CRITIDES: This i s Elaine C r i t i d e s , i n s i d e 

counsel f o r Verizon Wireless. No one i s w i t h me. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: How about L i t t l e Rock? 

MR. ROWELL: This i s Steve Rowel1, R-O-W-E-L-L, and 

I have w i t h me Ms. Lynn Hughes, who has been one of the 

ne g o t i a t o r s f o r ALLTEL through t h i s process. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: You're coming through b e t t e r 

than I had expected. We may stay w i t h t h i s f o r a w h i l e , but 

we have the other speaker i n reserve as we go along. 

B a s i c a l l y I got the prehearing memos from the two 

p a r t i e s t h a t have the basic pleading. I understand there's 
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somewhat o f a s e t t l e m e n t o r an agreement on some o f these 

p o i n t s . You s t a r t e d w i t h 20-odd p o i n t s f o r one s i d e and 

somewhere i n t h e teens f o r t h e o t h e r s i d e . How many p o i n t s 

do we have l e f t a t t h i s p o i n t , c o u l d somebody t e l l me t h a t ? 

MS. ARMSTRONG: Your Honor, I'm not sure t h a t t h a t i s 

n e c e s s a r i l y c l e a r on any p a r t y ' s b e h a l f . I t h i n k t h e t i m e 

would be w e l l spent i f we c o u l d t r y and s i t down and agree 

t o an approach t o r e s o l v e t h i s m a t t e r . 

ALLTEL wants v e r y much t o f i n i s h t h i s m a t t e r up, b u t 

we t h i n k i t makes sense t o t r y t o do i t i n a re a s o n a b l e 

f a s h i o n . I t ' s c l e a r from Mr. A r f a a ' s p r e h e a r i n g memorandum 

t h a t t h e r e are i s s u e s t h a t I t h i n k i t was, you know, a 

mi s u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e p a r t i e s . 

W e l l , my u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s ALLTEL and V e r i z o n have had 

some d i s c u s s i o n s and hope next week t o be a b l e t o g e t 

t o g e t h e r t o f u r t h e r c l a r i f y e x a c t l y where t h e y a r e on t h e s e 

i s s u e s and how we can get best go f o r w a r d w i t h t h e m a t t e r . 

As we have i n d i c a t e d i n our response and i n our 

p r e h e a r i n g memorandum, we b e l i e v e t h e r e are s i g n i f i c a n t 

d e f i c i e n c i e s i n what was f i l e d . 

However, we have not f i l e d a m o t i o n t o d i s m i s s a t 

t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e . We don't want t o go t h a t r o u t e . We 

want t o t r y and make some sense o u t o f t h i s p r o c e e d i n g . We 

want i t t o be done i n a reasonable f a s h i o n , and we don't 

want t o spend a l o t o f t i m e a r g u i n g w i t h t h e p a r t i e s . We've 
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a l l been t h e r e . We can a l l do t h a t . We do n ' t t h i n k t h a t ' s 

p r o d u c t i v e . 

What we t h i n k might make some sense i s t o perhaps go 

o f f t h e r e c o r d and t r y and see i f we c a n ' t agree t o a 

schedule t h a t would accommodate everybody's needs, t h a t 

would t h e n be approved by Your Honor and everybody would 

agree t o , t h a t would a l l o w f o r a meeting between ALLTEL and 

V e r i z o n W i r e l e s s i n t h e next week o r so, p r o v i d e f o r a 

s t a t u s r e p o r t back t o Your Honor and schedule t h e e n t i r e 

m a t t e r t h r o u g h t o i t s c o n c l u s i o n . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: That makes sense t o me. Mr. 

Arfaa? 

MR. ARFAA: I ' d l i k e t o answer your f i r s t q u e s t i o n , 

which was how many i s s u e s a re a c t u a l l y c o n t e s t e d . By our 

co u n t , t h e r e are 32 is s u e s r a i s e d t o g e t h e r by t h e p a r t i e s . 

They're o f s e v e r a l s o r t s . One s e t are l e g a l o b l i g a t i o n 

i s s u e s , a n o t h e r s e t are f a c t u a l i s s u e s and a t h i r d s e t 

appear t o be c o n t r a c t d r a f t i n g i s s u e s . 

We b e l i e v e , s u b j e c t t o check w i t h ALLTEL which we're 

d o i n g , t h a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y e i g h t o f those i s s u e s a re n o t i n 

f a c t d i s p u t e d by t h e p a r t i e s . 

We b e l i e v e t h a t another e i g h t o f them are d r a f t i n g 

i s s u e s , t h e r e s o l u t i o n o f which w i l l f l o w f r o m t h e 

r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e r e m a i n i n g l e g a l i s s u e s . 

We t h i n k t h e r e are 16 i s s u e s t h a t a re d i s p u t e d . 
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a p p r o x i m a t e l y h a l f o f which r e q u i r e r e s o l u t i o n s o f f a c t , t h e 

o t h e r e i g h t o f which can be j u s t done on t h e papers. 

As f o r n e g o t i a t i o n w i t h ALLTEL, V e r i z o n W i r e l e s s has 

been a t t e m p t i n g t o do so f o r a ye a r . We i n t e n d t o c o n t i n u e 

d o i n g so, and my u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s t h a t t h e p a r t i e s a r e 

c o n t i n u i n g t o t a l k d e s p i t e t h e f i l i n g o f t h i s p r o c e e d i n g . 

V e r i z o n W i r e l e s s f i l e d t h e p r o c e e d i n g on t h e l a s t day 

i t was a l l o w e d t o under t h e f e d e r a l s t a t u t e because we need 

t h e r e l i e f t o which we're e n t i t l e d under t h e A c t and we a r e 

c o n s t r a i n e d by t h a t s t a t u t e t o f i l e t h i s p e t i t i o n t o g e t 

t h a t r e l i e f . 

We v e r y much f e e l t h a t t h e r e i s no need t o d e l a y 

these proceedings i n o r d e r t o f a c i l i t a t e n e g o t i a t i o n and t h e 

p a r t i e s a re p e r f e c t l y capable o f d o i n g t h a t w h i l e t h e i r 

l awyers proceed w i t h t h i s l i t i g a t i o n . 

So t h a t ' s our p o s i t i o n . We b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e ' s been 

p l e n t y o f t i m e f o r n e g o t i a t i o n . T h i s p r o c e e d i n g may b r i n g 

t h i n g s t o a head. We w i l l c o n t i n u e t o n e g o t i a t e and we hope 

and a n t i c i p a t e t h a t a s u b s t a n t i a l number o f these i s s u e s 

w i l l be r e s o l v e d amicably. 

However, i n o r d e r t o get what we are e n t i t l e d t o by 

law, we need t o proceed w i t h t h i s p r o c e e d i n g i n an 

e x p e d i t i o u s manner. 

ALLTEL has r a i s e d i n i t s p r e h e a r i n g memo a l l e g e d 

d e f i c i e n c i e s i n our f i l i n g , and Ms. Armstrong s a i d t h a t she 
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d i d n ' t want t o r a i s e those i n a motion t o dismiss. 

I would j u s t note f o r the record t h a t under Rule 

5.101, a p r e l i m i n a r y motion has t o be f i l e d w i t h the answer. 

We would take the p o s i t i o n t h a t t h a t time has passed, j u s t 

t o respond t o the representation on the record by Ms. 

Armstrong. 

We are not averse t o working w i t h the Commission t o 

make t h i s work, however we don't t h i n k t h a t there's a need 

t o delay i n order t o get the p a r t i e s t o come t o some 

r e s o l u t i o n of the issues. That has already occurred. 

The issues are framed by the pleadings. We t h i n k 

t h a t there should be a n e g o t i a t i o n t r a c k and also a 

l i t i g a t i o n t r a c k . The n e g o t i a t i o n t r a c k should be i n f o r m a l 

and does not need any i n t e r v e n t i o n by the Commission, but 

the l i t i g a t i o n t r a c k should proceed i n order t o comply w i t h 

the s t a t u t e and t o get t h i s matter resolved. 

Now, we recognize t h a t there has been t h i s extremely 

short deadline because of the i n t e r v e n t i o n of the holidays 

and of course ALJ Chestnut's unfortunate i l l n e s s has put a l l 

the p a r t i e s and the Commission i n a bind. 

Therefore, we are c e r t a i n l y w i l l i n g t o discuss a 

reasonable extension of time i n order t o resolve t h i s f u l l y 

and i n a manner t h a t ' s o r d e r l y and f a i r t o a l l and t o the 

Coimnission. 

I ' l l save the r e s t of i t f o r o f f the record so we can 

COMMONWEALTH REPORTING COMPANY (717)761-7150 
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a c t u a l l y d i s c u s s a c t u a l d a t e s , b u t I j u s t wanted t o g e t our 

p o s i t i o n i n f r o n t o f you, s i r . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: You've g o t your b a s i c s 

e s t a b l i s h e d p r e t t y w e l l . I ' l l j u s t mention t h a t t h e r e are 

two l i m i t s w o r k i n g here, my Commission's l i m i t a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h i t s o r d e r o f May 23, 1996 and t h e s t a t u t o r y l i m i t w h i c h 

i s a l i t t l e more r e l a x e d . 

I'm more w o r r i e d about t h e s t a t u t o r y l i m i t t h a n my 

Commission's l i m i t . I t h i n k t h e Commission l i m i t has been 

waived b e f o r e or j u s t d i s r e g a r d e d b e f o r e . 

I hadn't q u i t e r e a l i z e d o r I had f o r g o t t e n t h e 

d i f f e r e n c e s t h e r e , b u t I r e r e a d t h e Commission o r d e r o f 1996 

ag a i n or a t l e a s t p a r t s o f i t , and I'm more f a m i l i a r w i t h i t 

t h a n I was. 

I have an o l d t i m e l i n e t h a t E r i c Rohrbach w r o t e up 

years ago which h e l p s a l i t t l e b i t . But i t ' s l i k e w i t h a 

normal r a t e case here, we can s e t a l i t i g a t i o n schedule as 

w e l l as a n e g o t i a t i o n schedule. I'm n o t sure we're g o i n g t o 

h i t a l l t h e d e a d l i n e s t h a t seem t o be i n t h e o f f i n g , b u t 

w e ' l l do what we can. 

I s h o u l d mention f o r t h e sake o f t h e people i n L i t t l e 

Rock and D.C, C h r i s A r f a a i s here f o r V e r i z o n . We have 

t h r e e people here, Mark Thomas, P a t t y Armstrong and Regina 

Matz are here from t h e Thomas f i r m f o r ALLTEL. 

I ' l l g e t your names f o r t h e h e a r i n g r e p o r t sheet 
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a f t e r the f a c t . I have i t here. We can j u s t f i l l out the 

sheet f o r t h a t . 

Any responses or any need f o r comment from — l e t ' s 

t r y D.C. f i r s t . 

MS. CRITIDES: No. I t h i n k Chris has r e f l e c t e d our 

p o s i t i o n , and j u s t i n the way of f u r t h e r f a c t , Steve and I 

di d t a l k l a t e yesterday afternoon. We d i d n ' t agree t o any 

time frames or anything except f o r t o cooperate. 

And i f i t ' s necessary t o r e f i n e issues, and I hope we 

can, then we w i l l d e f i n i t e l y work together e x p e d i t i o u s l y t o 

t r y t o come up w i t h l i k e a j o i n t l i s t of issues. 

However, I t h i n k because the p a r t i e s ' l e g a l opinions 

might d i f f e r , g e t t i n g 100 buy-in on a l l issues w i l l probably 

not be possible. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I ' l l j u s t mention f o r the people 

i n L i t t l e Rock and D.C, you may not be f u l l y aware t h a t we 

have a strong mediation aspect i n our OALJ Bureau. We have 

mediators, as a matter of f a c t , and we push c o o r d i n a t i o n and 

cooperation q u i t e a b i t . 

U t i l i t i e s have t o get along i n the long run, a f t e r 

a l l , w i t h t h e i r s uppliers and w i t h each other. I t ' s a 

l i t t l e b i t unusual here because the one c a l l e d "Verizon" i s 

the one who i s so r t the outside l o o k i n g i n . Usually they're 

on the other side of the equation on t h a t aspect of Verizon, 

the land l i n e Verizon. You're not the land l i n e Verizon, 

COMMONWEALTH REPORTING COMPANY (717) 761-7150 
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you're d i s t i n c t . 

MS. CRITIDES: No, we're not, and we don't have the 

same presence i n Pennsylvania and we're r e l y i n g on Mr. Arfaa 

t o k i n d of help us w i t h the procedures i n Pennsylvania. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Yes, working f o r a law f i r m now. 

Anything from ALLTEL here, any responses t o Mr. Arfaa? 

MR. ROWELL: Your Honor, t h i s i s Steve Rowell from 

ALLTEL. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Okay, w e ' l l take L i t t l e Rock. 

MR. ROWELL: I agree w i t h what Elaine said. She and 

I t a l k e d yesterday and hadn't agreed on precise dates but I 

t h i n k b a s i c a l l y agreed t o t r y t o t a l k and t r y t o res o l v e . 

Frankly, I t h i n k t h a t ' s e s s e n t i a l t o t r y t o go 

forward because one t h i n g I would disagree w i t h what 

Verizon's l o c a l counsel said, t h a t the issues are framed, I 

t h i n k they're very unframed at t h i s p o i n t . 

Some of them are probably properly framed and we 

understand where each side i s on I t , and as Elaine s a i d , I 

don't t h i n k we w i l l reach necessarily agreement on i t . 

There may be a need t o move forward then f o r u l t i m a t e 

hearing. 

But there are a number of issues t h a t f r a n k l y we are 

s t i l l t r y i n g t o f i g u r e out exa c t l y where the p a r t i e s d i f f e r 

on and others, e x a c t l y what the issue i s t h a t we are 

d i f f e r i n g on. 
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But I t h i n k t h a t through the conversation between our 

s t a f f and Verizon's in-house s t a f f , as soon as we get past 

these pleading deadlines here t h a t are f a c i n g us r i g h t now, 

we can have some f u r t h e r meaningful conversation and at 

l e a s t agree t o probably a much shorter l i s t o f , here's what 

we agree t o disagree on, and then move forward i n a proper 

time frame. 

One complication t h a t i s l a i d on top of t h i s i s t h a t 

Verizon f i l e d the same p e t i t i o n , e s s e n t i a l l y the same 

p e t i t i o n against the ALLTEL Carolina ILEC e n t i t y i n North 

Carolina, and so we are faced, the same people i n ALLTEL are 

faced w i t h responding, f i l i n g testimony, f i l i n g responses t o 

a p e t i t i o n during t h i s same time frame. And u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

i t ' s the very same people. Ms. Hughes, who i s handling both 

these n e g o t i a t i o n s , i s u l t i m a t e l y handling both of these 

proceedings as I am, also. 

So t h a t i s t a k i n g our time, and because we are f a c i n g 

deadlines f o r meeting f i l i n g s t h i s week i n North Carolina, 

t h a t ' s why we cannot have more meaningful discussion and 

haven't been able t o have meaningful discussion between the 

p a r t i e s since the p e t i t i o n s were f i l e d . 

But I t h i n k by the end of t h i s week w e ' l l have at 

l e a s t the f i r s t wave of t h a t behind us and then e a r l y next 

week can have very meaningful discussions about a l l of these 

issues, and as I said, at l e a s t agree t o the ones t h a t we're 

COMMONWEALTH REPORTING COMPANY (717) 761-7150 



0 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

14 

going t o disagree on and can come up w i t h a much short e r 

l i s t properly framed t h a t we can f i l e a status r e p o r t w i t h 

the Commission perhaps next week and from t h a t move forward 

w i t h a schedule which may s t i l l allow the Commission t o meet 

the March s t a t u t o r y t i m e l i n e unless the p a r t i e s could agree 

t o extend t h a t which we would c e r t a i n l y agree t o some modest 

extension of t h a t . 

But c e r t a i n l y we would need t o move I t h i n k beyond 

t r y i n g t o handle t h i s e n t i r e proceeding d u r i n g the month of 

January. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I t ' s good you mentioned the 

North Carolina proceeding. That's a very p r a c t i c a l aspect 

of g e t t i n g t h i s t h i n g wrapped up. 

When you've got t o work i n North Carolina, you can't 

work here, obviously. 

MR. ROWELL: Right. 

MS. CRITIDES: Well, Your Honor, I ' d l i k e t o add too 

t h a t the exact same people on Verizon Wireless' side are 

handling both cases, and I t h i n k the issues, because i n 

theory we're t r y i n g t o negotiate a nationwide agreement t h a t 

would be the same i n each s t a t e , are almost i d e n t i c a l i n 

North Carolina. 

So t o the extent anything happens i n one s t a t e , i t 

w i l l only make i t easier i n the other s t a t e . So I don't see 

i t as two separate negotiations t a k i n g on two separate set 
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o f r e s o u r c e s . I do see a g r e a t d e a l o f o v e r l a p . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: That's good. They can break 

t r a i l i n N o r t h C a r o l i n a i f t h e y want t o . They're welcome t o 

i t . L e t me check w i t h Mr. Thomas. I assume ALLTEL i s t h e 

b i g g e s t o f t h e l i t t l e guys here i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . I s t h a t 

t h e case? 

MR. THOMAS: No, t h a t ' s not t h e case. ALLTEL I 

b e l i e v e i s s m a l l e r t h a n S p r i n t and may be a l i t t l e s m a l l e r 

t h a n Commonwealth. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I t h i n k more of t h e r u r a l 

companies. 

MR. THOMAS: I t ' s t h e l a r g e s t o f t h e group o f r u r a l 

companies t h a t have been p a r t i c i p a t i n g t o g e t h e r on a l o t o f 

t h e Telecom '97 i s s u e s . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: W i l l t h i s r e s u l t be a pre c e d e n t 

or a p a t t e r n s e t t e r f o r o t h e r cases, o t h e r s i t u a t i o n s ? 

MR. THOMAS: I t depends on t h e r e s o l u t i o n . I c a n ' t 

answer u n t i l I see what t h e r e s u l t i s . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: But i t might be? 

MR. THOMAS: Could impact where we go w i t h some o f 

t h e s m a l l e r companies. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: The r u r a l exemption i s s t i l l 

v i a b l e ? I haven't been i n t o u c h w i t h t e l c o i s s u e s much 

l a t e l y . 

MR. THOMAS: The r u r a l exemption, t h e r e ' s t h e remand 
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p r o c e e d i n g b e f o r e Judge Weismandel t h a t s h o u l d be t h e 

p r e h e a r i n g conference on t h a t i s scheduled on January 1 5 t h . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I remember t h a t , yes. 

MR. THOMAS: And t h a t ' s t h e p r o c e e d i n g whereby 

V e r i z o n W i r e l e s s f i l e d a r b i t r a t i o n p e t i t i o n s , f i l e d r e q u e s t 

f o r i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n w i t h r e s p e c t t o maybe around 20 s m a l l e r 

companies and t h e n subsequently, about s i x months l a t e r , 

r e q u e s t e d t h e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e r u r a l exemptions. 

Judge Weismandel i s s u e d an i n i t i a l d e c i s i o n 

d i s m i s s i n g t h e r e q u e s t t o t e r m i n a t e t h e r u r a l exemptions. 

The Commission t h e n remanded i t back t o Judge Weismandel f o r 

r e s o l u t i o n o f s e v e r a l l e g a l q u e s t i o n s and t h a t ' s what t h e 

p r e h e a r i n g conference w i l l be scheduled on, I t h i n k some 

t i m e n e x t week. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I g o t something e l s e on my desk, 

I ' l l check l a t e r , j u s t came back down from c o u r t , I t h i n k , 

b u t t h a t ' s n e i t h e r here nor t h e r e . There's always a c t i v i t y 

on t e l c o , i t seems. Kecksburg I t h i n k came back. 

MR. THOMAS: Yes, Kecksburg has f i l e d a p e t i t i o n , I 

t h i n k i t ' s 703(g) p e t i t i o n t o modif y a p r i o r o r d e r which had 

t e r m i n a t e d i t s r u r a l exemption, and t h a t p e t i t i o n i s 

c u r r e n t l y pending a t t h e Commission. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I t h i n k t h a t landed on my desk. 

I ' l l check t h a t a t a break. I ' l l v e r i f y t h a t o r see what I 

go t . I j u s t i t t h e o t h e r day. 
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MR. THOMAS: I t h i n k a h e a r i n g n o t i c e o r a p r e h e a r i n g 

conference n o t i c e went out on t h a t . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Maybe t h a t ' s t r u e . 

MR. THOMAS: We are n o t i n v o l v e d i n t h a t p r o c e e d i n g . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Okay, you're n o t i n t h a t . 

MR. THOMAS: No. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Okay. W e l l , t h e n , t h a t g i v e s me 

some background. 

MS. ARMSTRONG: Your Honor, as a f o l l o w - u p t o a 

response t o Mr. A r f a a and what Mr. Rowell i n d i c a t e d , p a r t o f 

what we r e a l l y have i n d i c a t e d i s t h a t t h e i s s u e s a r e n o t 

c l e a r . That i s i n f a c t what your i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o r d e r was 

t r y i n g t o g e t a t and i n f a c t t h e Commission on i t s own 

mot i o n i n t h e past has s a i d , hey, you haven't f o l l o w e d and 

t h e r e f o r e we're goi n g t o address i t i n due co u r s e , n o t 

f o l l o w i n g t h e t i m e frame. 

A l l we're s a y i n g i s t h a t t h e y a t t a c h e d t o t h e 

p e t i t i o n something we hadn't seen b e f o r e . We're t r y i n g t o 

dec i d e e x a c t l y what t h e i s s u e s a r e , g e t t h e i s s u e s c l e a r l y 

framed, get t h e i s s u e s r e s o l v e d , f i n d o u t which ones r e a l l y 

do need t o be addressed, and t h a t ' s what we i n d i c a t e d when 

we s t a r t e d t h i s morning should be t h e s u b j e c t o f an 

o f f - t h e - r e c o r d c o n v e r s a t i o n so t h a t we might t r y and come up 

w i t h a reasonable schedule t h a t can b e t t e r frame t h e i s s u e s , 

e l i m i n a t e i s s u e s and get t h i s m a t t e r moving f o r w a r d on a 
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reasonable b a s i s . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I s t h e w i r e l e s s an unusual 

t h i n g ? Does t h a t add n o v e l t y t o t h e s i t u a t i o n ? 

MS. ARMSTRONG: Yes, i t does. Your Honor. One o f t h e 

p r i m a r y i s s u e s , and h o p e f u l l y I'm n o t g o i n g t o m i s s t a t e t h e 

i s s u e , b u t V e r i z o n W i r e l e s s takes t h e p o s i t i o n t h a t ALLTEL 

i s r e q u i r e d t o be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e t r a n s i t and t r a n s p o r t 

c o s t s t o V e r i z o n W i r e l e s s ' chosen p o i n t o f i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h i n an MTA. 

An MTA i s a v e r y l a r g e area, g e n e r a l l y l a r g e r t h a n a 

LATA. And ALLTEL's p o s i t i o n i s , we are r e s p o n s i b l e o n l y f o r 

c o s t s t o our own c e r t i f i c a t e d s e r v i c e b o r d e r area on our own 

f a c i l i t i e s . And t h a t ' s a huge i s s u e which i s p r i m a r i l y 

unique t o t h e f a c t t h a t we are d e a l i n g w i t h a w i r e l e s s 

c a r r i e r . 

MR. ARFAA: May I ask f o r c l a r i f i c a t i o n ? You mean 

t h e c o s t s f o r — not a l l t h e c o s t s , b u t what you're s a y i n g 

i s our p o s i t i o n , V e r i z o n W i r e l e s s p o s i t i o n , each c a r r i e r 

bears t h e c o s t s o f t r a n s p o r t i n g t h e t r a f f i c t h a t i t 

o r i g i n a t e s t o t h e o t h e r c a r r i e r ? 

MS. ARMSTRONG: C o r r e c t . 

MS. CRITIDES: Again, t h i s shows t h a t t h e p a r t i e s 

have d i f f e r e n t ways o f s t a t i n g t h e i s s u e s , a l t h o u g h I t h i n k 

we agree t h a t t h e i s s u e needs r e s o l u t i o n b e f o r e we can d r a f t 

language. 
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MS. ARMSTRONG: But t h a t i s i n f a c t i n response t o 

His Honor's question, the f a c t t h a t we're d e a l i n g w i t h MTAs 

and wireless c a r r i e r s makes i t somewhat d i f f e r e n t from other 

proceedings. 

MR. ARFAA: Yes, we appreciate t h a t d i s t i n c t i o n . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: The word I used i s "novel," yes. 

MS. ARMSTRONG: Correct. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: That's s o r t of a n e u t r a l word. 

This reminds me a l i t t l e b i t of t h a t NXX proceeding t h a t 

we're t r y i n g t o get out of Judge P a i s t . She and I discussed 

t h a t , and I t h i n k I d i d t h a t series of cases, MFX or 

something l i k e t h a t , and Schnierle d i d — 

MR. ARFAA: MFS. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: They're was MFS-I, and I opted 

f o r bill-and-keep there which i s a simple system, but I 

t h i n k we're beyond t h a t now. 

MS. CRITIDES: Well, bill-and-keep i s very simple and 

we would advocate t h a t , but I don't t h i n k t h a t ALLTEL would 

agree t o i t , so — 

MR. ARFAA: But the Commission c e r t a i n l y --

MS. CRITIDES: I f t h a t could make t h i s a l l go away, 

Verizon Wireless would be very happy. 

MR. ARFAA: I t i s an option open t o the Commission. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Yes, I t h i n k I recommended t h a t 

when I d i d MFS-I, but there's been two or three phases since 

COMMONWEALTH REPORTING COMPANY (717) 761-7150 



e 

• 

i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

20 

t h e n . 

MR. THOMAS: Your Honor, w i t h t h e t r a f f i c d i s p a r i t y , 

we don't t h i n k b i l l - a n d - k e e p i s re a s o n a b l e . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: W e l l , you mi g h t as w e l l g e t y o u r 

p o s i t i o n s t a t e d . 

MR. ARFAA: Your Honor, may I respond t o Ms. 

Armstrong I t h i n k i n a c o n s t r u c t i v e way? 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Yes. 

MR. ARFAA: H o p e f u l l y i t w i l l be. We c o m p l e t e l y 

s u p p o r t c o n t i n u i n g t o n e g o t i a t e and narrow i s s u e s d u r i n g 

t h i s p r o c e e d i n g . I n f a c t , under t h e Telecommunications A c t , 

b o t h p a r t i e s are l e g a l l y o b l i g a t e d t o c o n t i n u e t o n e g o t i a t e 

d u r i n g t h i s p r o c e e d i n g and I t h i n k b o t h p a r t i e s w i l l 

c o n t i n u e t o do t h a t . 

I would p o i n t o u t , though, t h a t h a v i n g t h e pending 

p r o c e e d i n g and t h e d e a d l i n e s looming tends t o focus one's 

a t t e n t i o n and t h a t t h e r e ' s been a l o t more a c t i v i t y i n t h e 

l a s t few days o f back and f o r t h between t h e p a r t i e s -- I 

won't c h a r a c t e r i z e who d i d what — t h a n t h e r e has been over 

t h e months beforehand, I t h i n k , a t l e a s t t h e weeks 

beforehand. 

So we t h i n k t h a t a d h e r i n g as r e a s o n a b l y p o s s i b l e , 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t s p e c i a l c i r c u mstances i n t h i s case may 

r e q u i r e some ad j u s t m e n t , a d h e r i n g t o t h e l i t i g a t i o n 

d e a d l i n e s r e q u i r e d by t h e f e d e r a l law a c t u a l l y enhances t h e 
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p r o s p e c t o f n e g o t i a t i o n and i n f o r m a l r e s o l u t i o n . So we 

t h i n k t h a t those two asp e c t s , f o r m a l l i t i g a t i o n and 

n e g o t i a t i o n , are a c t u a l l y complementary. 

And I a l s o t h i n k Ms. Armstrong's s u g g e s t i o n o f 

perhaps g o i n g o f f t h e r e c o r d a t Your Honor's convenience t o 

d i s c u s s a p o t e n t i a l schedule might be c o n s t r u c t i v e a t a 

p o i n t t h a t you choose, s i r . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I t h i n k we can go o f f t h e r e c o r d 

soon, as a m a t t e r o f f a c t . L e t me pu t my two c e n t s i n . I 

t h i n k I s a i d i t b e f o r e . I t h i n k I want t o t r y t o adhere t o 

th e f e d e r a l r e q u i r e m e n t o f s e v e r a l months, I t h i n k i t ' s n i n e 

months or eleve n months or whatever i t i s . 

I'm n o t so w o r r i e d about my Commission's d e a d l i n e s . 

We've got a l o t o f o l d c o n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t a r e becoming 

i r r e l e v a n t i n energy and t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . We've g o t t o 

change our r u l e s , and I t h i n k t h e Commission d e a d l i n e s a r e 

r e a l l y a m a t t e r o f Commission p o l i c y as opposed t o f e d e r a l 

s t a t u t e which i s a l i t t l e b i t more t e l l i n g , I t h i n k , i n t h e 

f i n a l a n a l y s i s . 

But u n l e s s we have more f o r t h e — 

MR. THOMAS: Your Honor, can I s t o p you on t h a t ? 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Yes. 

MR. THOMAS: R i g h t now, th e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o r d e r 

p r o v i d e s t h a t t h e ALJ's i n i t i a l d e c i s i o n , recommended 

d e c i s i o n must be i s s u e d w i t h i n 220 days o f t h e 
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in t e r c o n n e c t i o n request, which I believe i s June 26th. 

MR. ARFAA: Twenty-third. 

MR. THOMAS: Twenty-third, 24th, somewhere i n t h e r e . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Maybe we've got a l i t t l e b i t 

more time than I thought. 

MR. THOMAS: And then the implementation order 

provided t h a t the Commission had 270 days or the nine months 

con s i s t e n t w i t h the Telecom Act of '96 t o issue a f i n a l 

order. So the Commission was g i v i n g i t s e l f 50 days 

f o l l o w i n g the entry of the recommended de c i s i o n . 

Are you saying t h a t maybe we can narrow t h a t 50 day 

period? 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I t h i n k you can narrow t h a t 

down, yes. 

MR. THOMAS: That would be great. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: The Commission has had t h a t 

narrowed down on them i n other cases, and I t h i n k t h i s case 

i s a good candidate f o r narrowing t h a t a l i t t l e b i t . 

MR. THOMAS: I know i n the past, though, we got some 

ste r n warnings t h a t the Commission d i d n ' t want i t s time 

narrowed. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: They get a l i t t l e f e i s t y about 

t h a t , but I t h i n k we can push them a l i t t l e b i t on t h i s one. 

We can t a l k about t h a t l a t e r or you can t a l k about i t o f f 

the record. 
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MS. ARMSTRONG: And Your Honor, t h e o n l y o t h e r t h i n g 

I would p o i n t out as j u s t a m a t t e r o f a stat e m e n t o f f a c t i s 

t h a t i n c o u n t l e s s n e g o t i a t i o n s b e f o r e t h i s Commission, t h e 

p a r t i e s have agreed t o a m o d i f i c a t i o n o f t h e f e d e r a l 

s t a t u t o r y g u i d e l i n e . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I t h i n k t h e y have. 

MS. ARMSTRONG: And t h a t ' s c l e a r l y p e r m i t t e d . 

MR. THOMAS: And we've done i t w i t h t h e s t a t e 

s t a t u t o r y d e a d l i n e s , f o r example r a t e cases. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: The g e n e r a l r a t e i n c r e a s e case 

goes i n t o e f f e c t s u b j e c t t o r e f u n d , anyway. 

MR. THOMAS: R i g h t , b u t a l s o t h e u t i l i t y i n many 

cases has agreed t o e x t e n d i n g t h e e f f e c t i v e d a t e t o p e r m i t 

t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e pr o c e e d i n g . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: But we don't have t o agree now. 

We can wo r r y about t h a t when t h e t i m e comes. We can s e t our 

dates and i f t h e y have t o be m o d i f i e d , we can m o d i f y them as 

we go a l o n g , b u t we sho u l d s e t them f i r s t . 

I t m i ght be o f i n t e r e s t t o you, I have t h e o r i g i n a l 

memo from 1996 t h a t my lawyer w r o t e . He's s t i l l w i t h us. 

He's t h e guy t h a t t r i e d t o s e t up t h e speakerphones. He 

does a n y t h i n g f o r t h e shop a t t h i s p o i n t . 

W e l l , t h e n . I f we have no f u r t h e r c o n v e r s a t i o n , we 

can go o f f t h e r e c o r d f o r a b i t . W e ' l l d e c i d e a f t e r we go 

o f f whether we break t h i s phone t i e o r n o t . We can keep i t 
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f o r now b u t we can r e - e s t a b l i s h i t l a t e r i f we need t o . 

But l e t ' s f o r t h e moment a t l e a s t , p r o b a b l y f o r a t 

l e a s t a h a l f an hour, I would guess, be o f f t h e r e c o r d . 

( D i s c u s s i o n o f f t h e r e c o r d . ) 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: L e t ' s be back on t h e r e c o r d . 

I'm C h i e f A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Law Judge Robert 

C h r i s t i a n s e n . We're back on t h e r e c o r d a g a i n , about 11:15. 

The p a r t i e s have worked out a t e n t a t i v e schedule and have 

d i s c u s s e d o t h e r m a t t e r s . 

I ' l l r ead t h e schedule as t h e y have c o b b l e d i t o u t 

w i t h one c o r r e c t i o n o r one a d d i t i o n which was j u s t b r o u g h t 

up r e c e n t l y and we can go from t h e r e . 

The f i r s t e n t r y i s t h e p r e h e a r i n g c o n f e r e n c e which i s 

tod a y . T h e y ' l l f i l e a s t a t u s r e p o r t on i s s u e s i n t h e 

pr o c e e d i n g on 1/15. That's a c c e p t a b l e t o me. 

1/22, p r e f i l e d d i r e c t t e s t i m o n y served. 

I t l o o k s l i k e 2/2/04, r e s p o n s i v e t e s t i m o n y served. 

2/10 f o r a h e a r i n g , and we hope we w i l l n o t r u n a l l 

day. We're r e s e r v i n g 2/11 p a r t l y because one w i t n e s s has a 

problem on 2/10, so i t ' s a c a r r y - o v e r day. We might n o t 

need t h a t w i t n e s s b u t w e ' l l s p e c i f y two days j u s t i n case. 

2/24, main b r i e f s t o g e t h e r w i t h proposed d i s p o s i t i o n 

o f each i s s u e which I guess i s s o r t o f s e t t l e m e n t r e s u l t s . 

Reply b r i e f s , due 3/2. 

Recommended d e c i s i o n i s due 3/30, w i t h 4/29, a c t i o n 
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by t h e Commission. 

Now, i s 4/29 t h e proposed meeting date? 

MR. THOMAS: That's t h e p u b l i c meeting. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Then would t h a t o r d e r have t o be 

e n t e r e d on 4/29 t o meet t h e schedule? When i s t h e w i t c h i n g 

hour f o r t h e f e d e r a l d e a d l i n e ? Does anybody have t h a t ? 

MR. ARFAA: The c u r r e n t one i s I b e l i e v e March 1 9 t h , 

and so by s t i p u l a t i o n we'd be e x t e n d i n g t h a t . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: You're i g n o r i n g t h a t f o r t h e 

sake o f t e n days? 

MS. ARMSTRONG: A month and t e n days. 

MR. THOMAS: I t ' s March 1 9 t h . We're now a t t h e end 

of A p r i l . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I t h i n k t h a t ' s w i t h i n t h e r e a l m 

o f reason. 

MR. THOMAS: I b e l i e v e . b o t h p a r t i e s would have t o 

s t i p u l a t e t o t h a t . 

MR. ARFAA: We have t o do i t and w e ' l l have t o 

n e g o t i a t e what t h e words say, b u t I t h i n k we can do t h a t , 

w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: You can always fudge w i t h t h e 

o r i g i n a l i n i t i a t i n g document d a t e , b u t i t ' s b e t t e r t o be 

s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d and j u s t waive t h e — 

MR. THOMAS: I t h i n k i t would p r o b a b l y be e a s i e s t 

j u s t t o s t i p u l a t e t o a r e s o l u t i o n d ate a t t h e PUC. 

COMMONWEALTH REPORTING COMPANY (717) 761-7150 



26 

O 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Yes, and I t h i n k nobody i s g o i n g 

t o q u a r r e l w i t h t h a t . No harm, no f o u l , i n a sense. 

MR. THOMAS: Nobody has i n t h e p a s t . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I t ' s happened f a i r l y f r e q u e n t l y 

i n t h e p a s t . I t has t o be a reasonable e x t e n s i o n . I t h i n k 

t h i s i s reasonable enough. 

So t h e n Commission a c t i o n 4/29 w i t h an o r d e r 

presumably e n t e r e d s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r . I t h i n k t h a t ' s 

d o a b l e . I t h i n k t h e RD has p l e n t y o f t i m e f o r t h a t . 

I w i l l p r o b a b l y h o l d t h i s case myself u n t i l t h e end 

of January anyway, b u t I ' l l be i n communication w i t h Mr. 

A r f a a and Mr. Thomas about who w i l l p r e s i d e here. 

I'm r u n n i n g a l i t t l e b i t s h o r t o f judges w i t h 

t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s e x p e r t i s e , and I want t o g e t a good judge 

f o r t h i s because i t might be a f a i r l y i m p o r t a n t p r o c e e d i n g . 

I t ' s somewhat n o v e l and breaks t r a i l i n some are a s . 

J u s t t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s u p p l i c a n t i s V e r i z o n makes a 

d i f f e r e n c e . I t does my h e a r t good t h a t somebody named 

"V e r i z o n " i s t h e r e banging on t h e door t r y i n g t o g e t i n , and 

th e e s t a b l i s h m e n t company i s ALLTEL i n t h i s case. 

MR. ARFAA: That's r i g h t . We're t h e l i t t l e guy. 

(Laughte r . ) 

MR. THOMAS: Don't b e l i e v e t h a t . We're a needle i n a 

haystack compared t o V e r i z o n W i r e l e s s . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Okay. W e l l , you're s t i l l t h e 
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b i g guy f o r .purposes of t h i s p r o c e e d i n g . 

MR. ARFAA: I a p o l o g i z e . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: But we can d e a l w i t h t h a t o f f 

t h e r e c o r d . That's more a j o k e t h a n a n y t h i n g a t t h i s p o i n t . 

Mr. A r f a a had something he wanted t o ment i o n . 

MR. ARFAA: Yes. Thank you, Your Honor. F i r s t o f 

a l l , I want t o thank Your Honor f o r f a c i l i t a t i n g t h i s 

m e eting. I t h i n k i t ' s been v e r y p r o d u c t i v e , and t h a n k 

opposing counsel f o r t h e i r e f f o r t s as w e l l . 

I j u s t wanted t o note f o r t h e r e c o r d t h a t p a r t o f 

t h i s agreement i s t h a t — and Mr. Thomas o r Ms. Armstrong 

w i l l c o r r e c t me i f I'm wrong — t h a t ALLTEL has agreed n o t 

t o r a i s e any a l l e g e d non-compliance w i t h f i l i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s 

w i t h r e s p e c t t o documents s u b m i t t e d w i t h our p e t i t i o n i n 

t h i s p r o c e e d i n g . I s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

MR. THOMAS: That's c o r r e c t . 

MR. ARFAA: Thank you. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: S o r t o f make up f o r l o s t t i m e i f 

you have t o or make up f o r any d e f e c t s . 

MR. THOMAS: We a r e n ' t g o i n g t o r a i s e — 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: The t i m i n g q u e s t i o n . 

MR. THOMAS: — a l l e g e d s u b s t a n t i v e d e f i c i e n c i e s i n 

t h e p e t i t i o n t h r o u g h a motion t o d i s m i s s o r a t any phase i n 

t h e p r o c e e d i n g . 

MR. ARFAA: And I ' l l a l s o say, i f you need a 
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document, j u s t g i v e us a c a l l . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Then you e s s e n t i a l l y want t o 

j o i n t h e i s s u e i n these p l e a d i n g s and be done w i t h i t . 

MR. THOMAS: We're goin g on t h e p l e a d i n g s as t h e y 

e x i s t . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: That's smart, I t h i n k . 

MS. ARMSTRONG: Your Honor, we a l s o agree t h a t t h e 

s e r v i c e dates i n t h e schedule t h a t Your Honor rea d i n t o t h e 

r e c o r d would be s a t i s f i e d i f we served t h e p a r t i e s 

e l e c t r o n i c a l l y w i t h t h e t e s t i m o n y and f o l l o w e d up w i t h t h o s e 

s e r v i c e s by o v e r n i g h t m a i l t h a t d a t e f o r d e l i v e r y t h e n e x t 

day on a c t i v e p a r t i e s . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Yes. Here we don't have much 

t r o u b l e w i t h i n a c t i v e p a r t i e s . We c o u l d t h e o r e t i c a l l y have 

Consumer Advocate i n t h e case, but t h e y haven't knocked on 

t h e door as f a r as I know. 

MS. ARMSTRONG: Judge Chestnut's s e r v i c e l i s t s t i l l 

c o n t a i n e d OSBA, OCA and OTS, so — 

MR. THOMAS: I wonder i f we c o u l d t a k e them o f f t h e 

s e r v i c e l i s t s i n c e t h e y have e l e c t e d n o t t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n 

t h e p r e h e a r i n g ? 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Yes. I d i d n ' t b r i n g my r u l e s o f 

p r a c t i c e , b u t I ' 1 1 invoke, t h e r a t e case, a c t i v e / i n a c t i v e 

p a r t i e s . I f t h e y ' r e i n t h i s case, t h e y ' r e i n a c t i v e , 

c e r t a i n l y . 
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MR. ARFAA: I b e l i e v e Judge Chestnut's o r d e r 

c o n t e m p l a t e d what happened i f you d i d n ' t show up. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I never even l o o k e d a t 

Chestnut's o r d e r . We can l o o k a t i t as we go a l o n g . But 

t h e y c l e a r l y had an o p p o r t u n i t y t o be i n t h i s case and 

t h e y ' r e n o t i n t h e case. 

MR. THOMAS: They had t h e p r e h e a r i n g -- t h e y had b o t h 

I t h i n k t h e p e t i t i o n and t h e response. 

MS. ARMSTRONG: And t h e p r e h e a r i n g memos. 

MR. THOMAS: And t h e p r e h e a r i n g memos, and t h e y 

d i d n ' t show up today. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: They can always jump i n w i t h 

e x c e p t i o n s , as I r e c a l l , b u t they've waived t h e i r r i g h t t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e . 

MR. THOMAS: That's r i g h t . O u t s i d e p a r t i e s can 

a c t u a l l y come i n --

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: That's r i g h t . That's i n t h e 

Commission '96 o r d e r , I t h i n k . 

MR. THOMAS: R i g h t . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I can wo r r y about t h a t , l a t e r . 

I can f i n d Judge Chestnut's o r d e r . I s o r t o f know what i t 

l o o k s l i k e , I t h i n k I'm c o n f i d e n t o f what i t l o o k s l i k e . 

I guess we're about done f o r t h i s s e s s i o n . We have 

ex p e r i e n c e d c o u n s e l , which has helped a l o t . E s s e n t i a l l y i t 

w i l l be an e-mail case l i k e we've been r u n n i n g l a t e l y . 
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U n f o r t u n a t e l y , McNulty c a n ' t be e-mailed y e t . We're 

w o r k i n g on computers t o do t h a t . 

MR. ARFAA: S e r v i c e w i l l be by o v e r n i g h t d e l i v e r y . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Yes, t h e a c t u a l paper s e r v i c e , 

r i g h t , b u t e- m a i l n o t i c e i s c e r t a i n l y a good i d e a . 

MR. ARFAA: We've agreed t o use b o t h so we can have 

t h e convenience b u t a l s o t h e backup. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: W e l l , you b o t h e-mailed me your 

p r e h e a r i n g memos. That was handy. I t ' s n i c e t o g e t ready 

a t y our desk and ready t o go. 

I d i d r e c e i v e one st r a n g e e-mail address o u t o f 

Thomas, Moore or something l i k e t h a t . 

MR. THOMAS: I n s t e a d o f me t y p i n g o u t my e - m a i l 

messages, I j u s t g i v e them t o my s e c r e t a r y . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: That's what I t h o u g h t . 

MR. THOMAS: She e-mails them f o r me, so i f you g e t 

V. Moore, you know i t ' s Mark Thomas. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Everybody t r e a t e d i t l i k e Mark 

Thomas, b u t I wondered a t f i r s t what was g o i n g on t h e r e . I 

expected t h a t , yes. 

MR. THOMAS: They t a k e care o f me back t h e r e a t t h e 

o f f i c e . 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: You're a name p a r t n e r , so you 

get s p e c i a l t r e a t m e n t . 

( L a u g h t e r . ) 
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JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: A n y t h i n g more f o r t h e rec o r d ? 

A n y t h i n g f r o m D.C? 

MS. CRITIDES: No, Your Honor. Thank you. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: You understood our m u t t e r i n g s o r 

a t l e a s t t h e t h r u s t o f our m u t t e r i n g s . We can e l u c i d a t e i f 

you need i t . 

MS. CRITIDES: Yes. No, I t h i n k we're f i n e . One 

t h i n g I c o u l d c l a r i f y i s , i t sounds l i k e we're g o i n g t o be 

r e - a s s i g n e d t o another judge, o r — 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Yes. I w i l l p r o b a b l y make t h a t 

d e c i s i o n l a t e t h i s month. I f i t ' s s i m p l e enough I ' v e 

kep t some o f these cases. I ke p t a Green Mountain e l e c t r i c 

case about a year ago. I keep them o c c a s i o n a l l y because I 

used t o be a judge myself years ago u n t i l '95, I guess. I 

kep t s e v e r a l cases t h e n when I became Ch i e f Judge, as a 

m a t t e r o f f a c t , so I can handle i t . 

I'm not t o o up on t e l c o , b u t I can always manage t o 

g e t f a m i l i a r w i t h i t as I have t o . I t h i n k I ' 1 1 p r o b a b l y 

hand t h i s o f f t o somebody l a t e t h i s month who can t a k e i t 

home from t h e r e . 

Some o f my be s t c a n d i d a t e s a re o t h e r w i s e o c c u p i e d 

r i g h t a t t h e moment, so I ' l l get somebody o r e l s e keep i t 

m y s e l f . I ' l l keep t r a c k o f i t . I'm t h e judge on t h e case 

u n t i l I t e l l you o t h e r w i s e , so l o o k f o r some s t a t u s change 

maybe l a t e t h i s month. 
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A n y t h i n g more from L i t t l e Rock? 

MR. MEISTER: No. Thank you. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: I c o u l d mention, I stumble 

around a l i t t l e b i t . I myself have Pa r k i n s o n ' s d i s e a s e , so 

I don't always get my a r t i c u l a t i o n t o o good, u n l e s s I t h i n k 

about i t . So i f you ever have me on t h e phone and I mumble, 

j u s t t e l l me t o speak up and I r e a l i z e what t h e problem i s . 

So I ' l l keep t h i s f o r now. We'11 be d o i n g i t as an 

e-ma i l case. Some day t h e r u l e s o f p r a c t i c e w i l l be r e v i s e d 

t o r e f l e c t t h a t . There's a d r a f t now b e f o r e t h e 

Commissioners t h a t i s g o i n g t h a t way somewhat. 

I t h i n k t h e Environmental Hearing Board i s t h e r e and 

o t h e r s a re t h e r e , b u t e-mail would h e l p a l o t i f we g e t i t 

f i n a l l y done. 

I thank you a l l . I t h i n k we're done. A n y t h i n g more 

f o r t h e r e c o r d here? 

MS. ARMSTRONG: No, Your Honor. 

MR. ARFAA: No, Your Honor. 

JUDGE CHRISTIANSON: Thank you. We're done. We're 

o f f t h e r e c o r d f o r t h e p r e h e a r i n g c o n f e r e n c e , I guess we 

c a l l i t , p r e - a r b i t r a t i o n c o n f e r e n c e . Thank you a l l . 

(Whereupon, a t 11:28 a.m., t h e pr o c e e d i n g s were 

concluded.) 
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I hereby c e r t i f y , as t h e s t e n o g r a p h i c r e p o r t e r , t h a t 

t h e f o r e g o i n g proceedings were taken s t e n o g r a p h i c a l l y by me 

and t h e r e a f t e r reduced t o t y p e w r i t i n g by me o r under my 

d i r e c t i o n , and t h a t t h i s t r a n s c r i p t i s a t r u e and a c c u r a t e 

r e c o r d t o t h e best o f my a b i l i t y . 
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