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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


March 6, 2015
A-00119252
TO ALL PARTIES

Application of the Borough of Lansdale for approval of the

the establishment and construction of a new crossing where Ninth Street will cross, at grade, tracks of Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) in the Borough of Lansdale, Montgomery County; and the allocation of costs incident thereto.
To Whom It May Concern:

By Secretarial Letter dated June 6, 2003, and modified by Secretarial Letter dated January 14, 2009, we directed the alteration of the subject crossings.  All work was to be completed on or before December 31, 2010.  The original application called for the abolition of Fifth Street grade crossing and construction of North Street grade crossing in the Borough of Lansdale, Montgomery County. 


The Borough of Lansdale, by letter-petition filed with the Commission on February 11, 2015, requests that the Commission modify the original application (and subsequent approval) that called for the abolition of the Fifth Street crossing to be revised.  The Borough of Lansdale is now requesting that Fifth Street crossing no longer be abolished since SEPTA plans to construct a parking garage at the Lansdale Train Station, resulting in the need to maintain the Fifth Street crossing.  The Fifth Street crossing is now mutually desired by the Borough of Lansdale and SEPTA.   In addition, the Borough of Lansdale, by same letter-petition, requests that the Commission grant an extension of time in which to complete the project.  The Borough of Lansdale states that the delays are due to the private land development which is occurring beyond the borough right-of-way.


The Borough of Lansdale avers that all parties in this proceeding were served with a copy of the letter-petition. None of the parties have responded with any objection to the letter-petition.

We have carefully reviewed the record in this proceeding and will modify our Secretarial Letter dated January 14, 2009, and grant the Borough’s petition by rescinding the abolition of the Fifth Street crossing and granting an extension of time to December 31, 2017, to complete the project.

The Commission issues this Secretarial Letter in accordance with Section 2702 of the Public Utility Code.

THEREFORE:

The petition filed February 11, 2015, by Borough of Lansdale, be and is hereby granted to the extent herein directed.
1.
The caption of the subject proceeding is hereby revised as shown herein.
2.
Paragraph 2 of our Secretarial Letter dated June 6, 2003, and modified by Secretarial Letter dated January 14, 2009, be and hereby rescinded.

3.
Paragraph 4 of our Secretarial Letter dated June 6, 2003, and modified by Secretarial Letter dated January 14, 2009, which reads as follows, to wit:

“4. 
South Eastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority, at the sole cost and expense of the Borough of Lansdale, furnish all material and do all work necessary to abolish the Fifth Street at-grade crossing by 1) removing the bituminous pavement from between and adjacent to the tracks and rails; and 2) removing the post and cantilevered mounted, automatically operated, flashing-light signals and gates.”

be and is hereby modified to read:

4. 
South Eastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work necessary to maintain its railroad facilities at the Fifth Street crossing, including the automatically operated flashing lights, gates, and warning devices, and maintain at all times in a smooth and satisfactory condition the crossing surfaces located between the rails and for a distance of twenty-four (24) inches beyond the outermost rails, all in accordance with Part 8 of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and this Secretarial Letter.
 4.
Paragraph 5 of our Secretarial Letter dated June 6, 2003, and modified by Secretarial Letter dated January 14, 2009, which reads as follows, to wit:

“5. 
Borough of Lansdale, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to abolish the Fifth Street at-grade crossing by 1) removing the remaining bituminous pavement from the approach roadways, as required; 2) removing the highway-rail grade crossing advance warning signs, stop lines and pavement markings from the approach roadways; and 3) installing barricades on the former portion of the Fifth Street approaches and install "ROAD CLOSED" signs, or approved equals, where required, in accordance with the approved plan.”

be and is hereby modified to read:

 5. 
The Borough of Lansdale, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to maintain the roadway approaches to the Fifth Street crossing up to a distance of twenty-four (24) inches beyond the outermost rails, and in addition, maintain all highway-rail grade crossing advance warning signs, stop lines and pavement markings, if required, on the approaches thereto all in accordance the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and this Secretarial Letter.
5.
Paragraph 18 of our Secretarial Letter dated June 6, 2003, and modified by Secretarial Letter dated January 14, 2009, which reads as follows, to wit:


“18.
All work necessary to alter the crossings be completed in a manner satisfactory to this Commission on or before December 31, 2010, and that on or before said date, Borough of Lansdale report to this Commission in writing the date of actual completion of the work.”
be and is hereby modified to read:

 18.
All work necessary to alter the crossings be completed in a manner satisfactory to this Commission on or before December 31, 2017, and that on or before said date, Borough of Lansdale report to this Commission in writing the date of actual completion of the work.

 6.
In all other respects, our Secretarial Letter dated June 6, 2003, remains in full force and effect.
The Parties are reminded that failure to comply with this or any Order or Secretarial Letter in this proceeding may result in an enforcement action seeking civil penalties and/or other sanctions pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 3301. 

If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.  
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Very truly yours,






Rosemary Chiavetta





Secretary
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