
March 9, 2015 

To: Secretary Rosemary Chiavetta 
PA Public Utility Commission 
PO Box 3265 1 

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 R E C E I V E D 

Cc: Shawane L Lee 
PECO Energy Company MAR 9 2015 
2301 Market St. S-23 
Philadelphia PA 19103 PA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

SECRETARY'S BUREAU 
From: Art Larson 
176 Hart Ave, Doylestown PA 18901 

Subject: Exceptions in Case C-2014-2451754 Art Larson vs. PECO Energy Company 

On February 18, 2015 in this case, the PUC Administrator Marta Guhl ruled to deny the Complaint. The 
issue as stated in the ruling was that PECO has a requirement to be compliant with ACT-129 with the 
Installation of Smart Meters within the Service Area in Southeastern Pennsylvania. The Judge Guhl 
decided to not havefa hearing denying me a voice in the issues presented. Judge Guhl said PECO is to 
be compliant with A'CT-129 and I just included some website details of no consequence. This ruling has 
ignored the issues of Integrity and public safety. 

The internal PECO Smart Meter product evaluation concluded to utilize three Smart Meters within the 
Southeastern PA Service Area. In this evaluation, PECO presented to the PUC three Smart Meters to be 
installed here (Sensus, Flexall and Landis+Gyr). All of these meters have caused fires, extensive property 
damage and loss of life to properties on which these products have been installed. 

Exceptionl: (IgnorediConcerns for Public Safety) The PUC Ruling ignored all concerns for Product Safety 
and hence these products are not ACT-129 Compliant. 

Exception2: (No Representation at the Hearing) The PUC Ruling denied me any voice to present my 
concerns for the safety of my property and life. This situation resulted in the PUC Judge, and PECO's 
Lawyer ruling against my complaint. 

Prior to filing the complaint. I received notice to terminate PECO Power services for refusal to install a 
Landis+Gyr Smart Meter onto my property. During this period I talked with PECO's Legal Counsel 
Shawane Lee. I pointed out to her my concerns with public safety. I told her initially my concerns with 
these safety of these meters. Ms. Lee said we do not use Sensor Smart Meters any more in the Smart 
Meter Installations'. Lee said we only use Landis+Gyr Meters in the Service area. 

>\-
Exceptions: (Failure to Disclose) PECO's Legal Counsel misinformed me as to the safety of the 
Landis+Gyr SmartMeter. She assured me the Landis+Gyr meter is safe and has no issues (December 
2014). However, PECO installed the Landis+Gyr Smartmeter into an apartment complex in Bensalem PA 
in Feb 2014. The Apartment Complex substained extensive damage from the fire. The Fire Marshall in 
his report attributed'the fire due to a defective Landis+Gyr Smart meter. He said the product itself was 
the cause ofthe fire hot the installation. Hence PECO misinformed me as to the safety ofthe Landis+Gyr 

PUC Appeal to Ruling of C-2014-2451754 Page 1 



Smart Meter. This resulted in Neglect on the Part of PECO to properly inform me and many other 
Exelon/PECO customers the risks involved. £. . 

Exception 4: (PECO's Legal Counsel Improperly represented Company Customer Reimbursement 
Process) 
In addition, during the conversation Ms. Lee assured me that if any incident did occur PECO would do 
well in the reimbursement for the property damages incurred. Again here Ms. Lee misinformed me in 
how PECO deals with customers. In my neighborhood in Doylestown PA about 10 years ago, a home 
had a Natural Gas Explosion that destroyed their home. Afterwards, I talked with tftem, they told me 
they have to pay for a second place to live, hire a lawyer and pay the mortgage on the property. They 
told me refused to cooperate. Their case took six years, they went to court and won a settlement. 
However PECO during the entire period refused to cooperate or provide any assistance during this 
period. Hence PECO's Legal Counsel Ms. Lee again misinformed me of how a real life situation in dealing 
with PECO would occur. Ms. Lee gave me the impression PECO is real easy to deal with to obtain a 
reimbursement for damages occurred. 

i 

Exceptions: (PECO's Smart Meter is not compliant with ACT-129) 
In tight ofthe ruling by Judge Guhl, the cited primarily that PECO must be ACT-129 Compliant. However 
ACT-129 cites that for PECO customers who wish to install Solar Power into their properties, they are 
required to provide Smart Meters that a single bi-directional meter for interfacing t'q alternate power 
sources such as Solar Energy. (See Enclosed Article "Smart Meters finally available in PECO Territory"). 
Hence in the ruling Judge Guhl and PECO have failed to understand and/or properly disclose that PECO's 
Smart Meters are not even compliant with ACT-129). i; 

i 

Exception 6: (Issues of Public Corruption and Integrity with respect to ACT-129) 
This issue is within two areas Internal to Exelon/PECO and Governmental Corruption within 
Pennsylvania's Legislature and PUC Leadership. The issues here concern the integritV and motivations 
for the demand to be ACT-129 compliant by all PA Citizens. These issues result in PA.Citizens property 
and safety being put at risk for the financial benefit of special interests. I ask the P0.C to realize these 
issues of public corruption extend all the way into the leadership within the PUC itselfM ask that the PUC 
understand the tremendous financial benefits that will be provided to these parties to force all PA 
Citizens to have no opt-out available to customers. Part of the role of the PUC is>to represent the 
interests of Pennsylvania Citizens with respect of those of major Multi-Billion Firms whose primary 
motive is private profit over public concerns. 

PECO was merged into Exelon. This was due primarily to the efforts of Felon PA Senior Vince Fumo. In a 
pay to place situation. Hence a Chicago Based Business obtained control of Power Services in 
Southeastern PA. Note Also Felon Fumo worked closely with the Buck County Republican Party PA 
Senator Tomlinson (Bensalem PA-BuckGOP.org ) and his understudy was prior Lt. Gov Cawley who was 
the leader of the PA PUC. As I understand at the Present time he is still a PUC Commissioner. My 
concern here is his bias against my appeal due to Cawley's potential alignment with the special interests. 
This was exhibited again by Cawley (BucksGOP.org) during the attempt to privatize the Philadelphia Gas 
Works (PGW). The concern here is the pay to play situations with respect to ACf-129/Exelon-PECO 
activities. < 

Exelon purchased the interests of Vivendi from Felon Edgar Bronfman Jr. Bronfman family is directly 
tied to the Chicago Syndicate since the Capone Era. Vivendi was directly owned by the interests of the 
Chicago Outfit and now a Chicago Based Business owns the firm. s, 
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Pennsylvania's former Governor Tom Ridge is on the Board of Directors of Exelon-PECO (Ridge Global 
www.rideeelobal.com ). Ridge rose to Power in Pennsylvania due to support via the BucksGOP.org. 
Ridge's Power Brokers were Herb Barness and Convicted Felon Robert Asher,(Budd Dwyer Case), who is 
now PA's GOP National Committeeman (BucksGOP.org). Felon Asher made a fortune (PA Future Fund) 
with the Natural Gas deals in PA. Here again, the PA Legislature ruled against PA's local government to 
have proper representation with respect to Natural Gas Drilling concerns. 

I suggest the PUC follow up with InfoGard with respect to these issues. The PUC has a duty and 
responsibility to protect assets from both external and internal threats to our national interests. 
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Exception 1 PECO Smart Meter Landis+Gyr Puts Public Safety iat Risk 
• http://www.greentechmediaxom/articles/read/peco-resumes-deplovment-without-sensus-

meters p 

Oct 2012 - PECO is restarting its smart meter deployment after halting it in August due to a small 

percentage o f overheating issues, some o f which resulted in fire. The Pennsylvania uti l i ty w i l l continue its 

rollout of* smart meters, but without Sensus meters. PECO had installed about 186,000 Sensus meters as 

part o f its A M I plan (29 o f which overheated). It also had a deal with Landis+Gyr an'd Elster lo provide 

meters as part o f the full deployment. Landis+Gyr meters have replaced about half o f the Sensus meters 

in the field as part o f an independent investigation into meter performance issues. PE^O was careful nol 

to speak out against Sensus but said, " In general, the firms found that Landis+Gyr performed better in the 

f ie ld," according to Cathy Engel Menendez, manager o f communications at PECO. She would not 

elaborate on what "performed better" meant in terms o f the report. Sensus was unable .lb.comment on the 

report because PECO has not shared it with the company. "Whi le they have decided to^suspend use o f our 

meters at this time, be assured that there are no safety issues with Sensus electric meters that support this 

decision," Sensus said in a statement. "The results o f investigations have confirmed the'meters are not the 

problem and our patent-pending technology actually helps to mitigate issues that occur outside the 

meter." PECO said lhat the upgrades Sensus provided where the meter automatically shuts o f f i f it 

approaches overheating "did make some improvements," although Menendez again declined to elaborate. 

Sensus is not out o f the picture for PECO. The company w i l l continue to be the communications network 

provider for metering and distribution automation. Also, since PECO is mandated to use a variety o f 

meters for its smart meter deployment in each customer class, Sensus could throw its hat back into the 

ring when PECO evaluates additional meter technologies for the rest o f t h e 1.6-million-metei" project. 

Elster has been chosen as one o f the technologies for the commercial customers, although Menendez said 

there w i l l be additional brands chosen in that group too. Moving forward, PECO and other utilities in the 

Exelon (NYSE: EXC) family -- which includes Baltimore Gas & Electric and Commonwealth Edison --

wi l l submit any meter for independent analysis. When asked why the ut i l i ty had notisi ihmittet l meters 

to indcpendeiit testing in the f i rs l place, Menendez said thai they trusted the testing results 

provided hy the vendors and consulted wi th other uti l i t ies about safety and performance issues, 

which is standard in the industry. Sensus has 10 mil l ion meters deployed in North America, o f w h i c h it 

noted "2 mi l l ion o f the exact same model used in the PECO installation continue to ;6perate safely and 

reliably in communities across the U.S." In the future, Exelon likely wi l l not be the only one to call on 

independent experts. Wi lh public util ity commissions demanding more from uti l i t ies'in their smart grid 

business cases, ensuring that each technology has undergone rigorous independent testing could become 

the new norm. 
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Feb 2014 - Smart Meter "Malfunction" Causes Pennsylvania Apartment Building Fire 

• htt p: //smart grid awareness, or p/2014/02/14/meler-blamed-foi--pennsvlvania-fire/ 

• hUp://www.landisuyr.com/ 

BATTALION CHIEF ROB SPONHEIMER -T 

Figure 1 Bensalem PA Fire Marshal l said PECO's Landis+Gyr PECO Smar tMete r Burned d o w n Apa r tmen t Complex 

A fast-moving apartment building fire occurred on Thursday., February 6, 2014, in Bensalem, 
Pennsylvania when at least one smart meter exploded and caught (Ire. Thirty (30) residents were 
displaced by the ensuing blaze at Bensalem's Thunder Hollow apartments. Sixteen (16) apartments were 
affected. One firefighter was injured. According to the Bucks County Courier Times, the Bensalem 
Battalion Chief Robert Sponhcimer said the fire started in a utility meter in an outside shed that housed 
electrical meters. He also said "residents reporled heaving a loud bang, Ihen losing power Thursday 
evening. Within minutes they saw smoke pouring out of Ihe shed. The fire than spread to the building 
and its roof. " Dramatic camera footage exists taken soon after tlie fire started, during the fire fighting 
activities, and during the recovery efforts, making you feel as ifyou arc "on-thc-sccnc" as it happens, fn 
Ihe first video where vou see the dramatic flames about 25 to 30 seconds info ihe video, (hey are 
emanating from an outdoor shed containing smart meters. Reporting from most news sources indicated 
that the cause ol'the fire remains under investigation. However, on scene reports indicate that the fire was 
electrical in nature and was started by a fire in "a utility electric meter." These apartments are known to 
be equipped with smart meters. ... Sky Vision Solutions finds il curious that the term "smart meter" was 
not used in original,reporting ofthe fire since that would be a natural question to have asked and have 
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Vt. reporled to the puhlic. Updated Information: One resident lives just a few feet from; two sheds where 
individual smart meters are housed. "1 heard this boom and il sounded like a shotgun going off,' ' said tlie 
resident. In the figure shown to the right, an officer as part o f an investigation is shining a flashlight 
toward the two upper smart meters located on the right side of the outdoor shed. Thecuppcr most smart 
meter looks complelely deformed (despite the somewhat poor resolution o f this photo). There appears to 
be melted plastic drooping down from what would be the normal meter location. There is also blackened 
area al the top, where smoke, sparks, and fire previously billowed outward and upward: Cl icking on the 
photo wi l l provide a somewhat better view. From a curiosity perspective, it would nice to have a close-up 
photo view o f t he affected smart meter to better examine how bad it really looks, but there is little doubt 
on what actually happened at this point. Based upon a report in the Bucks County Courier Times, 
Battalion Chief Robert Sponheimer plans to meet with PECO Energy and township code officials to 
continue an investigation into a "meter malfunction." The fire has also reportedly been ruled an 
"accident." This determination is actually important in that it means the fire has been delermined not to be 
the work o f arson or meter tampering.- SkyVision Solutions has sufficiently reviewed the details 
surrounding the lire to confidently conclude and report that the cause of the fire was lindced a "smart 
meter." It would appear that officials just don't want lo advertise this important detail c&n'ccrnmg the fire. 

Bensalem Battalion Chief Robert Sponheimer is no stranger to the topic o f smart meteij fires. He seems to 
have been trying to do the right thing. Look at what he said back in September 2012. At one point he 
says, "wc were lucky so far," based upon the limited damage resulting from the smart mcler-rclatcd fires. 

© http://www.buckscountvcouriertimes.com/ncws/local/electric-mcter-blamed-fofibensalcm-
anartmcnt-fire/article 93cf6Sbb-a298-5978-a88c-464c2f4451el.html 

The fire displaced 30 residents at Bensalem's Thunder Hollow apartments, was electrical and began in a 

util ity shed, a fire investigator said. The fire affected 16 units in the Bristol Roadi complex's " Y " 

Building, Bensalem Battalion Chief Robert Sponheimer said. No residents were injured; but a Feastervilie 

firefighter was treated at a local hospital for dizziness and then released ; 

Landis+Gyr Smart Meter Fire Killed Larry Nikkei 

• http://stopsmartmeters.org/2013/06/21/when-smart-meters-kil l-the-storv-ofj larrv-nikkel-

details-emeree-of-vacaville-ca-smart-meter-fire-death/ A 

i 

July 2010 - Details have come to light of a man killed by a Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) Smart Meter 
that caught fire in Vacaville, CA on July 9"', 2010. Larry Nikkei of 230 Arbor St. died .from a suspicious 
electrical fire thai consumed his home Ihe day after Wellington Energy, contractors for ; PG&E, installed a 
Landis & Gyr "smart" electric meter. A wrongful death suit lawsuit filed by the familyagainsl the util ity, 
subcontractor, and meter manufacturer has now been settled for an undisclosed sum. The circumstances 
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Exception 6 - Issues of Public Corruption and Fraud Nexus to Act^l29 

Figure 2 Exelon's Board Director Ridge, Bronfman-Vivendi-Peco Merger , 

• http://www.theeuardian.com/media/2011/ian/21/edEar-bronfman-ir-vivendi. 

Vivendi Executive Convicted of Insider Trading -The Warner Music Group chairman, Edgar 
Bronfman Jr, was convicted today of insider trading and fined €5m (£4.2m) over his conduct as 
vice-chairman of French company Vivendi nearly a decade ago. Jean-Marie Messier, the former 
Vivendi chief executive, was convicted on charges of misleading investors by the same Paris 
court. Bronfman Jr, who was vice-chairman of Vivendi until 2003, received a 15-month 
suspended sentence and a €5m fine. Messier, the former high-flying chief executive who from 
the mid-1990s to 2002 built Vivendi from a French water utility company into a global media 
giant, received a three-year suspended sentence and a €150,000 fine. The convictions relate to 
the period from 2000 to 2002, at the tail end of a $77bn (£48bn) acquisition spree masterminded 
by Messier, which turned Vivendi into a multimedia giant spanning music, film, video games 
and TV. Vivendi acquired Seagram, which owned companies including Universal Studios and 
Canal Plus, in 2000 in a deal that made the Bronfman family Vivendi's largest shareholder, with 
Bronfman Jr becoming a vice-chairman of the French company. The purchase of more than 20 
businesses saddled Vivendi with massive debt and brought the company close to bankruptcy, 
forcing an asset sell-off following Messier's departure. 
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surrounding Mr. Nikkei's death add a grave and tragic chapter to the growing human cost ol'the 'smart 
grid.' The following account is based on interviews with his brother Walter, as well as details obtained by 
the fire incident report, investigation, and coroner's report. Larry Nikkei worked for more than 30 years 
as the groundskecper at Solano Community College, and was well liked in Vacaville by those who knew 
him. He was in a rock band in the Seventies called The Panties who played gigs all over the East Bay. 
Larry loved his rock>:music and he loved his 1958 Gretsch guitar (the same kind as Chuck Berry played). 
The guitar- worth thousands- was given to Larry by a co-worker at the College, underscoring how much 
he was loved and admired by those who knew him. Larry was diagnosed with throat cancer in early 2010 
and had just finishcd«his chemotherapy treatment at the time of his death. The day before he was killed, 
he had submitted the paperwork to retire from his job at the Community College. On July 8"', 2010, 
according to neighbors, Wellington Energy came through and deployed electric smart meters all along the 
street, including on Larry's house. Less than 48 hours later, Larry was dead- killed by smoke inhalation 
and bums from an unexplained electrical fire that consumed his home. According to his brother Walter, 
who had spent time with Larry at his house the morning before the fire (and only hours after the smart 
meter was installed),-there were serious electrical problems in the house that day. Larry had tried to boot 
up his laptop to watch a DVD lhat evening, but the computer would not function. The cable box did not 
work either. Waller and Larry both heard a very loud, high pitched "snap" coining from the wall. Later 
that night, after Walter had returned home, he received a call from Larry, who said lhat the 'house was 
humniing.' He regrets to this day not coming over immediately lo invcsligate what was wrong. Al about 
10:30pm on July 9]]\ a man walking down Arbor St. saw flames coming out of Larry!s house. The man 
opened the garage door to see if anyone was inside but this caused the fire to "flash" and so he was forced 
to retreat and call the fire department. By 10:40, fire fighters were on the scene. After battling the fire, 
crews entered the house and found Larry's body in the hallway bathroom, under a dresser (which Walt 
speculates he may have pulled on top of himself lo shield against the heat). He had shoved towels under 
ihc door, and the .water was running in the sink. Me was on the floor, having succumbed to smoke 
inhalation and burns. Larry had placed his beloved guitar in the bathtub, where perhaps he hoped it 
would survive the flames (it did). 

On June 10th, 2012, the Nikkei family filed a lawsuit against Pacific Gas and Electric, Wellington 
Energy, and Landis & Gyr meter manufacturers, alleging negligence and wrongful death. The case was 
settled out of court earlier this year, showing that the utilities and meter manufacturers were alarmed 
about the potential to lose the case, as well as more terrible publicity related to their meter program. The 
seltlemcnt- though not ideal as it avoids a verdict that might force the utilities to compensate others who 
have suffered smart meter fires or even recall the meters- has nonetheless provided a sense of closure to 
the family, who would have had to live through the pain of Larry's loss once again during a trial.... 

Meanwhile, the number of smart meter fires has continued lo grow. Last year, a Stamford CT woman lost 
five members of her family after a fire likely started by their 'smart' meter. Twenty-four hours later, her 
home was bulldozed, eliminating any evidence that could have been collected showing why the deadly 

fire started (and preventing future fires) In August 2012, Pcco Energy of Pennsylvania 
was forced to suspend its deployment after at least 26 separate incidents 
where newly installed smart meters had caught fire or exploded. • •): 

. - i 

i* 
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• http://articles.baltimoresun.coi-n/2000-08-15/business/0008150019 1 peco-energy-
british-eneruy-nuclear-plant 

Pcco Energy to purchase part of Vivendi unit for $680 million 

PHILADELPHIA - Peco Energy 2? Co., owner of Philadelphia's electric^ utility, agreed yesterday to buy 
49.9 percent of Vivendi SA's North American power-plant unit for $680 million, giving it more electricity 
to sell in the northeastern United States. Vivendi's Sithc Energies Inc. owns generators in New Yorklif, 
New Jersey, Maine and Massachusetts, where it's more profitable to sell electricity to utilities than in 
most parts ofthe United States, lis 27 plants produce about 3,800 megawatts of electricity, enough to 
light 3.8 million homes Peco, which is merging with Chicago's Unicom Corp., is expanding to offset 
revenue lost after regulators ended its monopoly in eastern Pennsylvania. Through a joint venture with 
British Energy Pic, it has bought nuclear plants in the Northeast. The Sithe purchase will give it natural 
gas and oil-fired generators in the region as well. "Il makes sense that Peco's continuing to buyG? plants," 
said Mark Luftig, a portfolio manager^ at W.H. Reaves & Co., which owned 35,394 Pcco shares in June. 
"They're doing it for/a reasonable price." Vivendi, which agreed to buy Seagram Co. and Canal Plus SA 
to expand in music,'film and television, is selling the stake lo focus its utility business^ on supplying 
water and hauling trash. In February, Reliant Energy Inc. agreed to buy 21 of Sithe's power plants in the 
Northeast for $2.1 billion. Peco has 1.5 million power:? and 400,000 natural-gas customers in the 
Philadelphia area. The merger with Unicom, owner of Chicago's Commonwealth Edison Co. iitililyET, 
will make it one of"the three biggest utilities in the nation, based on number of customers. The Sithe 
acquisiiion^T is expected to be completed by October, Peco said, and will make it one of the leading 
power generators in the Northeast. Through its AmerGen Energy Co. venture with British Energy, Peco 
also owns stakes in the Vennont Yankee nuclear plant in Vermont, the Oyster Creek nuclear plant in New 
Jersey and the working reactor in Pennsylvania's Three Mile Island plant, scene of the nation's worst 
nuclear accident '\ 

V 

Bronfman Organized Crime Legacy 
The Bronfman Family has been linked to Organized Crime with the Chicago Syndicate since the Capone 

Era. Felon Edar Bronfman Jr. Owner of Vivendi was sold off toe PECO Energy 

BucksGOP.org Organized Crime Legacy 
The Bucks County Republican Party has a long legacy with Organized Crime. The Leaders have been Herb 

Barness who backed Felon Robert Asher to rise to power in PA Politics (Now PA GOP National 

Committeeman). Both Barness and Felon Asher were power brokers to Tom Ridge who via Ridge Global 

is a board Director of Exelon-PECO. The story on the PA Governors club provides details. One member to 
'i 

note here is PUC Commissioner Cawley. He was an understudy to PA Senator Tomlinson (Bensalem-PA). 

Cawley's actions within the PUC may be of concern due to potential activities of special interests in pay 

to play politics, (eg: attempt to Privatize PGW, Natural Gas Drilling legislation that denied local 

government's abilityWeguard the local community interests and with respect to ACT-129 that denies 

customers to opt-out). The concern is the legacy of BucksGOP.org politics to negate the concerns of 

public safety in a get .rich quick scheme that overrides the concerns and safety of PA Citizens). 

j ' 

•i 

» 
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Figure 3 Legacy of BucksGOP.org in PA Public Corruption Issues 

Note: In this article see how Former PA GOP Leader Herb Barness selected Robert Asher to take over 

his political power in the PA GOP at the state level. Robert Asher was the power broker for Tom Ridge. 

o http://www.constilutional.net/Luksik/inq-gcl .html j * 

Come June 1997, you can go on a two-day gol f outing with Gov. Ridge. In November,'iyou can attend his 

private reception before the Governor's Ball . And on occasion, you might dine with him at Le Bee-Fin. 

A l l it takes is $50,000. A pledge to contribute that sum to Ridge's campaign fund over, four years buys 

admission to the Governor's Club board of directors - current membership 97 - and a half rdozen exclusive 

gatherings each year. Or, for $25,000, you can be a regular member o f the club, as are 131 people, and 

still get some o f the special invites. Created after Ridge became governor in 1995, the club guarantees the 

Republican incumbent a minimum $8.1 mi l l ion toward his expected reelection bid next year. And he has 

yet to even declare his candidacy. Many club members' companies have business with the state, some 

have big business. In al l , their state contracts are worth a half-bil l ion dollars. Some.^are longtime state 

vendors; some got new work under Ridge. At least 120 o f the 228 club members or their businesses 

receive something from the state: a contract, a grant, a loan, a lease, legal work, or a seat on a state board. 

And some are in the business o f influencing government: Club members include 20 paid Flarrisburg 

lobbyists. Some members don't get anything from the state and say their only interest is in good 

government. Ridge says that there are no paybacks f o r donors and ihat "government isn't f o r sale." A t 

a time when the Clinton White House is under intense scrutiny for rewarding big Democratic donors with 

access to the President and his aides, a close look at the Governor's Club reveals how campaign money 

PUC Appeal to Ruling of C-2014-2451754 Page 10 



leads to access at the state level. Though hardly unique to the Ridge administration, the club also 
underscores a pattern: Many who give to the chief executive's campaign also receive something from the 
government he runs. 

Consider the following: 
• Thirty-seven!Governor's Club members and directors are with companies that held state contracts 

worth about $530 million as of December, the midpoint of Ridge's term, records show. Roughly 
$375 million'of the contracts began since January 1995, when Ridge took office. 

• Thirty-three members are lawyers whose firms have done state work. In 1995 and 1996, their 
firms' contracts were worth about $18 million. And a dozen of those firms got about 70 percent of 
$5 million paid in bond-counsel fees under Ridge. 

• A dozen members' companies also have done millions of dollars of work since 1995 for one of 
the state's Biggest quasi-independent agencies, the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission. The 
governor nominates four of the five commissioners; the fifth is his transportation secretary. 

• Nine members' companies lease space to the state. Their multiyear leases are worth more than 
$80 million. 

• Seven members' companies got economic grants, loans or tax credits from the Ridge 
administration totaling $15 million. 

• Ridge has named 40 club members to unpaid state boards that approve everything from tuition 
to licenses to loans. Businessman Tim Buchanan, a college dropout, said "if blew my mind" 
when he was made chairman of the museum commission. Robert Asher, the former 
Montgomery County GOP chairman jailed in 1989 after a bribery scandal, got a seat on a 
conservatiompanel. 

Ridge acknowledges..there may be a perception that campaign donors get rewarded, but says it is not the 
reality. "The perception is created, lo a certain extent, by the notion that people will get the contracts 
whether they're qualified or not," Ridge said in a recent interview. " . . . We're looking for people who do 
a good job; it doesn't matter what they gave." He agreed that many of his campaign donors got seats on 
state boards, but said.VTm sure you could find 250 or 350 who were not members of the Governor's Club 
as well." One thing- every Governor's Club member gets is access to the governor. "Fund-raising is 
knocked by the media when we say it gives us access. But that's what it does," says John Milliron, a 
Harrisburg lobbyist and a Governor's Club director. 'Tf I call Tom Ridge, I feel within a reasonable time 
he'll call back." Access ranges from dinners with as few as 30 lo 40 people, as was the case at Le Bee-Fin 
and the Locust Club last year, to the June golf outing at Nemacolin in Western Pennsylvania and autumn 
links at Saucon Valley near Allentown. And there is access to other club members, many of whom are 
influential in their own right. A club event could, for instance, offer a chance to rub elbows with club 
member and Turnpike Commissioner Robert Gleason. Need Phillies tickets? Maybe team owner Bill 
Giles can help. He's in the club, as are NFL owners Art Rooney 2d (Steelcrs) and Edward DeBartolo Jr. 
(49ers). Planning a sjpeciai occasion? Call club director Olga Lembesis. Her firm, Kitchen works, catered 
Ridge's campaign for a fee. Now she caters events at the governor's mansion - at taxpayer expense. The 
tab is $39,000 since Ridge moved in. "One benefit" of being in the club, says director LeRoy 
Zimmerman, former state attorney general and now a Harrisburg lawyer, "is getting together with leaders 
of business, commerce and other professions. And who knows? You may get the opportunity to make a 
deal while you're there." Some members say they want nothing and get nothing. 

PUC Appeal to Ruling of C-2014-2451754 Page 11 
1 ',. 

• Jj, 



" / don't think there is a member of the Governor's Club who has joined because they, think it's going 
to help them get business in any way," said Herbert Barness, the GOP national committeenum who 
helped found the club and is its chairman. ''There might be one or two who thinks/tat way, but it is 
htfinitesinta/." ; 

Asked whether members would get as much state work if they didn't give campaign money, Barness said: 
"We're in a democracy. Some of them would, maybe some of them wouldn't. I don't'know." State Sen. 
Clarence Bell (R., Delaware), who has 43 years in office, says most donors give for a reason. "They 
make investments to get returns," Bell said. "I haven't run into any political philanthropists for a long 
time." There is also prestige. David Girard-diCarlo is the governor's campaign treasurer and headed 
Ridge's 1994 transition team, helping to select cabinet members. A wall in his Philadelphia office is 
adorned with pictures of himself with politicians, including the governor, who named one of Girard-
diCarlo's law partners, Paul Tufano, as his general counsel. Girard-diCarlo gave $84,500 to Ridge's 1994 
campaign. Not only does his firm get state legal work, the fact that he's a close Ridge ally could be a 
reason some seek his high-priced counsel. "I'm sure some people do. But some people think I can do 
things I can't do, too," he said. "I turn down more people than I take [as clients] because all they want me 
to do is pull a political lever, and I won't do that." Girard-diCarlo noted that Ridge's contributors are 
publicly disclosed. "You know who the supporters are, and they are likely to be partof the process one 
way or the other. And if you don't like it, elect somebody else." Another sought-after Ridge club director 
is William A.K. Titelman, one of the capital's most prominent lawyer-lobbyists who, with retired Rite Aid 
chairman Alex Grass, held a 1995 fund-raising event that netted $230,000 for the new governor's 
campaign coffers. The elegant sit-down dinner was held at the home of Titelman and his wife, Maria 
Keating Titelman, who is a Ridge deputy chief of staff. William Titelman is one of several club directors 
who also raise big money for Democrats. He boasts of collecting "substantial six figures" for President 
Clinton - and last fall, he got to stay in the Lincoln Bedroom. Ridge has taken fund-raising to a new level 
in Pennsylvania, one of a minority of states that don't limit contributions by individuals or political action 
committees. He spent a record $12.7 million in 1994. And he didn't stop there: His campaign, with five 
full-time staffers, has raised $4.7 million since he became governor. About 30 fund-raising events are 
planned this year. The latest, a laid-back, wear-your-Hawaiian-shirt "beach party" at a Harrisburg hotel, 
raised about $70,000. Critics see the Governor's Club as an example of what's wrong with campaign 
financing these days. The pattern of donations to Ridge's fund from state contractors "says that 
campaign contributions arc a wise investment with big paybacks, especially when you're in the 
upper echelon of contributors," said Barry Kauffman, Pennsylvania director :of the self-styled 

citizens' lobby, Common Cause. "It sends a strong message that state government is 
for sale," said Sen. Alien Kukovich, a Western Pennsylvania Democrat and 
the legislature^ leading advocate of campaign finance reform; Kukovich said it 
would be "unfair to simply single out the Ridge administration, but I think with- each succeeding 
administration it gets worse and worse. Part of it is the constant escalation of the need for campaign 
finances. It drives these folks to think of nothing else except how to raise more and more money." All you 
need is dough. " I don't think I've ever turned anyone away from the Governor's Club," said Laurie 
Simmons, executive director of Ridge's campaign committee. ( 

To be on the board of directors, a contributor must give (or raise from others) $10,000 a year in 1995, 
1996 and 1997, plus $20,000 in 1998, Ridge's reelection year. A similar schedule at half the price buys a 
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club membership. And half that, or $12,500 over four years, buys a spot on the campaign's 212-member 

finance committee. (That adds $2.6 mil l ion more to Ridge's war chest.) 

And that's only a part of Ridge's financial picture. For one thing, many club members do more. 

Montgomery County, developer Ronald Mintz held a 1995 fund-raising event at his home lhat nelted 

$300,000 for Ridge, then still in his first year as governor. Mintz picked up the $51,749 tab. Others give 

without joining. Like Marilyn Ware Lewis, chairwoman ofthe American Water Works Co., whose family 

gave Ridge about $210,000 for his 1994 race. Last year, 46 people who weren't in the club gave the Ridge 

campaign fund $5,000 or more. A number of club members were major rain-makers for Ridge, giving not 

only of their own but helping bring out the unselfish side of others. In this realm, Harness, a Bucks 

County developer, is a regular thunderstorm producer, having brought in as many as 40 percent of 

the club's members, according to Simmons. (He also gave $60,000 of his own in 1994.) "It was 

Herb's idea," she said of dte dub. "During the campaign your pitch is always the same - you've got to 

have money for media. We wanted to have a way to raise the funds during the off years.... / thought it 

was a great idea and so did the governor." 

She said Bob Asher is a major Ridge fund-raiser in suburban Philadelphia, as are Titelman in 

Harrisburg and lawyer Evans Rose in Pittsburgh. The club membership reads like a Who's Who in 

Pennsylvania Business, as befits a governor who ran as pro-business and has called for corporate tax cuts 

in three straight years. Many members have CEO after their name. The club is mostly male and white. It 

includes just a half-dozen minorities and eight women. Many club members interviewed spoke o f the 

state's highest off icial as ' "Tom." 84 Lumber CEO Joe Hardy praised the governor's impressive long gol f 

game this way; "Theison of a bitch, he was pounding them out." Members can be spotted on the fairways 

by their umbrellas' And gol f shirts emblazoned with the words Governor's Club. The club also gives 

members round blue and gold cuffl inks bearing the initial R. What membership docs not necessarily buy, 

said Simmons, is a^one-on-onc with Ridge. " I won't guarantee a meeting for $10,000. I'll take your 

money, but 1 won't guarantee a meeting with the governor," she said. Unlike Clinton, Ridge doesn't bring 

his donors home. " W e don't have private coffees or slcepovers with the governor," Simmons said. " . . . 

It's offensive." Said Ridge: "Probably the toughest part o f politics is the fund-raising side o f it. Wc did a 

good job during the election, but now that I'm governor, I've tried to create a bit o f a wall between myself 

and fund-raising." Simmons said that since he became governor, Ridge had not made a single phone call 

for cash. " A s we get!closcr to the campaign, we might ask him to," she said. " I f there was someone who 

would only take a'Icall from him. And there are people like that." Rick Reynolds, a Harrisburg 

construction manager who joined Hardy and Barness in Ridge's go l f foursome last year at Nemacolin, 

said he holds no state contracts or hopes that his club membership w i l l help him win any. But Reynolds, 

who recalls tying Ridge with a 90, figures that i f he called the governor's office now, " they' l l know who 1 

am." Hardy, who owns the Nemacolin course, says the same. " 1 think i f I have a problem I would call his 

deputy or something like t h a t . . . and I'm sure it gets to the governor and perhaps he can help," he sa id . ' ' I 

think it's important that we have access to some o f these people - his staffers, the head o f this, the head of 

that, the head o f the .other thing. And they're available." Contracts. As o f December, 37 club members' 

businesses had state^contracts, according to Treasury Department records. O f those, 36 have won new 

contracts, or had old ones renewed, since January 1995, when Ridge became governor. Many have 

additional contracts that predate him. Most o f the state contracts are competitively bid. Many aren't, 

including those for engineers, architects and law firms, with the state generally extending "requests for 

proposals" and then selecting the lowest responsible bidder, though not necessarily the least costly. Last 
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year, the largest under Ridge was a one-year contract for $204 mi l l ion, a hefty chunk of.the roughly $2.5 

bil l ion the state spends annually for goods and services. That contract was with Healthcare Management 

Alternatives ( H M A ) to provide health insurance for poor people in Philadelphia. The^company is owned 

by AmeriChoice, whose chairman, Tony Welters, is on the Governor's Club Board o f Directors. Steven 

Matthews, AmeriChoice vice president and spokesman, said Welters had supported Ridge before he 

became governor, and that H M A had had major contracts with the state before that time, too. Matthews 

said HMA's latest contract, for 1997, was awarded through a competitive process. New Enterprise Stone 

& Lime Co., which is headed by a club member, had state contracts totaling $87 mi l l ion, more than two-

thirds o f it since January 1995. The company has also earned millions from the Pennsylvania Turnpike 

Commission since the 1980s. Several New Enterprise officers were c iv i l ly fined $150,000 in 1995 for 

federal elections violations - specifically, for reimbursing employees after they gave thousands to a 

congressional campaign. Correctional Physicians Service Inc., whose president is club member Emre 

Umar, signed a contract with the Department o f Corrections for $49.2 mil l ion to provide medical services 

at six state prisons. Dinar's company has had this work since 1990 and was lowest bidder in 1995. Umar 

could not be reached for comment. Legal fees. Among the law firms that got the most state work since 

Ridge look office were those whose letterheads include club directors Titelman, Girard-diCarlo and 

Zimmerman. j 

Number one in another category, bond-counsel fees, was Ballard, Spain, Andrews, & Ingersoll, the 

Philadelphia firm that includes club director Tom Ellis. Ellis, who is also a Cheltenham Township 

commissioner, said the finn got more work from the previous administration under Democratic Gov. Bob 

Casey. "We are the biggest bond counselfirm in the state. So I would hope we wou/d^get the most bond 

counsel work," Ellis said. "People support their friends," Titelman said. "If there are two equally 

competent peop/e capable of providing a service or a product... is it reasonable for someone to select 

their opponent to provide it, or their friend?" 
ft; 

Asked why ihc Ridge administration had given so much bond work to law firms that gave campaign 

money, Titelman said: " W e l l , why shouldn't he? The reality o f the system is, people do need to raise 

political funds." He hastened to add, "There's never a quid pro quo. Never." Loans and grants. Several 

major companies that got a helping hand from state economic programs under Ridge also have executives 

in the club. PNC Financial Corp., whose lobbyist is a club member and whose chairman is a major Ridge 

donor, got a $6.5 mil l ion commitment for various state grants for its new operations center in Southwest 

Philadelphia. PNC is investing $14 mil l ion o f its own money. Advanta, whose CEO is club director 

Dennis Alter, received a $3 mil l ion Job Creation Tax Credit in fiscal 1997, plus a $1 mil l ion grant to help 

finance a $22 mil l ion project in Montgomery County. Alter could not be reached for comment. Bentley 

Systems Inc., an engineering software company, got a $2 mil l ion low-interest loan ih 1995 through the 

Pennsylvania Industrial Development Authority (PIDA) to expand facilities in Exton. About six months 

after the loan was approved, state GOP chairman A lan Novak contacted company president Gregory 

Bentley and asked h im to enro l l in the club, according to spokesmen for the company and the party. 

Later, Bentley and his brothers, who help run the company, gave $11,000 to Ridge's fund. Leases. 

Philadelphia Suburban Development Corp., where club member Bob Nicoletti is jpresident, holds a 

handful o f 10-year leases worth a total o f $13.5 mil l ion on state welfare, labor and revenue offices in 

Philadelphia, and is negotiating to extend three other leases that could be worth mil l ions more. Nicoletti 

could not be reached for comment. Two other club members' businesses lease large office buildings to the 

state in the Capitol area, one worth $22.5 mil l ion, the other $32 mi l l ion. Harrisburg {developer Robert 
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Mumma's company Holds leases with the state worth close to $500,000. A club member, he gives office 

space to Ridge's campaign for free. Mumma says he bids against other landlords to win state leases, and 

that helping the Ridge campaign makes " n o difference whatsoever.' Appointments. Ridge has named 40 

club members to stale advisory commissions and licensing boards - some to two or three boards each. 

Spouses and siblings o f club members hold seven other seats. Members were named to boards of 

colleges including Temple, Drexel, West Chester and Pennsylvania State University. Ridge pu t 

businessmen (and d u b directors) Manny Stamatakis and Pau l Zelenkofske on the Delaware River Port 

Author i ty hoard. Stamatakis was also named to head the widely publ ic ized government efficiency pane l 

known as the I M P A C C T Commission. Stamatakis in turn named 21 others to head various IMPACCT 

committees - including club director Charles Sexton Jr., a longtime Delaware County Republican leader, 

and three other club members. For a fol low-up panel Stamatakis chose another club member - a Dodge 

dealer whose political contributions include the car driven by Ridge campaign director Simmons. 

Explaining why big contributors were placed on state panels, T im Reeves, Ridge's press secretary, said: 

" Y o u tend to nominate people you know." One who is wel l known is Bob Asher, a Ridge appointee to 

the Conservation and Na tu ra l Resources Advisory Counci l . Asher, a f o r m e r state GOP chairman, was 

convicted o f conspiracy and other charges in the 1980s bribery scandal over a computer company's 

attempt to win a state contract. Prosecutors said Asher had t r ied to steer money into Republican 

campaign coffers. Asher, C E O of Asher's Chocolates, said he is on other conservation boards, and 

that , "conservat ionj is my real passion in l i fe, even more than pol i t ics." He declines al lowable travel 

expenses. Ridge press secretary Reeves said that Asher had " p a i d a very serious p r i ce" and that 

now, " h e deserves the oppor tun i ty to show that he is a good citizen again . " 

i 
Timothy Buchanan's!company was paid $350,000 by Ridge's campaign, mostly for printing. Buchanan 
gave $22,450 to the'Republican's 1994 race and $4,780 in the first three months o f Ridge's term. Six 
months later, Ridge named Buchanan to head the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. 
How did that happen,? " A f t e r the campaign they asked me i f I'd like to be on a board or commission and 
i f so, which one. 1 said, T love history.' They mentioned [the commission] and said, 'We' l l get back to 
you,' and they did and told me, 'You're chairman o f that commission.' It blew my mind." Buchanan, who 
left college after 

i 
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Governor Corbett Signs 
Historic Marcellus Shale 

:.. ^Proposal into Law 

Figure 4 Legacy of Public Corruption in Pennsylvania's Utility Deals 

Many peop/e believe lhal Pennsylvania's best days are behind us and that the business climate in Pennsylvania 
cannot and will not improve. I know that this isn 'i the case because eveiy day I talk with business leaders, elected 
officials and candidates that are dedicate to improving Pennsylvania. Since 2007, Pennsylvania has lost 217,000 
private sector jobs but has added 13,500 government jobs. Our commonwealth has fallen lo a bottom five rating for 
job growth and overall business environment. The time to watch and wait is over and the time to act is now. The 
Pennsylvania Future Fund is dedicated lo restoring Pennsylvania's economy by supporting 'elected officials and 
candidates that understand that the strength of our economy lies wilhin the economic spirit ofthe Commonweallh's 
entrepreneurs. In addition to candidates, the Pennsylvania Future Fund supports local grassroots organizations 
and candidate development programs like the Anne Annstine program. No matter the political environment, the 
Pennsylvania Future Fund will continue to support (he election of candidates who share its member's vision for 
Pennsylvania's Future - A future in which Pennsylvania's business and commerce will grow strong, i hope that you 
will continue to view the PA Future Fund website and consider joining as a member ifyou arefnot already. Thank 
you again for your support, -Sincerely, Bob Asher Chairman it 
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This article appeared in the 
Philadelphia Inquirer on Sunday, April 27, 1997 

Want Access to Gov. Ridge? Join the Club 
| Members Pay $25,000 or more. 
î What do they get for their money? 

By Robert Zausner, INQUIRER HARRISBURG BUREAU 
K 

I 

Come June, you can go on a two-day golf outing with Gov. Ridge. In November, you 
can attend his; private reception before the Governor's Ball. And on occasion, you 
might dine with him at Lc Bee-Fin. 

1 

AH it takes is $50,000. 
i> 

' v 
A pledge to contribute that sum to Ridge's campaign fund over four years buys 
admission to the Governor's Club board of directors - current membership 97 - and a 
half-dozen exclusive gatherings each year. Or, for $25,000, you can be a regular 
member of the club, as are 131 people, and still get some of the special invites. 
Created after Ridge became governor in 1995, the club guarantees the Republican 
incumbent a minimum $8.1 million toward his expected reelection bid next year. And 
he has yet to .even declare his candidacy. 

Many club members' companies have business with the state, some have big business. 
In all, their state contracts are worth a half-billion dollars. 

Some are longtime state vendors; some got new work under Ridge. 

At least 120 of the 228 club members or their businesses receive something from the 
state: a contract, a grant, a loan, a lease, legal work, or a scat on a state board. And 
some are in, the business of influencing government: Club members include 20 paid 
Harrisburg lobbyists. 

Some members don't get anything from the state and say their only interest is in good 
government. \ 
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II! 
Ridge says that there are no paybacks for donors and that "government isn't for 
sale." t' ' 

At a time when the Clinton White House is under intense scrutiny for rewarding big 
Democratic donors with access to the President and his aides, a close look at the 
Governor's Club reveals how campaign money leads to access at the state level. 

Though hardly unique to the Ridge administration, the club also underscores a 
pattern: Many who give to the chief executive's campaign also receive something 
from the government he runs. •v

1; 

I 
Consider the following: 
* Thirty-seven Governor's Club members and directors arc with companies that held 
state contracts worth about $530 million as of December, the midpoint of Ridge's 
term, records show. Roughly $375 million of the contracts began since January 1995, 
when Ridge took office. : 

* Thirty-three members are lawyers whose firms have done state work. In l̂995 and 
1996, their firms' contracts were worth about $18 million. And a dozen of'those firms 
got about 70 percent of $5 million paid in bond-counsel fees under Ridge, f' 

$ i 
* A dozen members' companies also have done millions of dollars of worklsihcc 1995 
for one of the state's biggest quasi-independent agencies, the PennsylvaniajTurnpikc 
Commission. The governor nominates four of the five commissioners; the fifth is his 
transportation secretary. h 

<v!. 
* Nine members' companies lease space to the state. Their multiyear leases are worth 
more than $80 million. 

•;•*] ; 
f i r i !*$ 

* Seven members' companies got economic grants, loans or tax credits from the 
Ridge administration totaling $15 million. j-| • 

* Ridge has named 40 club members to unpaid state boards that approve everything 
from tuition to licenses to loans. Businessman Tim Buchanan, a college dropout, said 
"it blew my mind" when he was made chairman of the museum commissipri. Robert 
Asher, the former Montgomery County GOP chairman jailed in 1989 after a bribery 
scandal, got a seat on a conservation panel. \ 

Ridge acknowledges there may be a perception that campaign donors get Rewarded, 
but says it is not the reality. k • 

"The perception is created, to a certain extent, by the notion that people will get the 
contracts whether they're qualified or not," Ridge said in a recent interview.• • 
We're looking for people who do a good job; it doesn't matter what they gave." 

Si : 

He agreed that many of his campaign donors got seats on state boards, but said, "I'm 
sure you could find 250 or 350 who were not members of the Governor's (ijub as 
well." & i 

i 1 

:> • 
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One thing every Governor's Club member gets is access to the governor, 

"Fund-raising is knocked by the media when wc say it gives us access. But that's 
what it docs/Ssays John Milliron, a Harrisburg lobbyist and a Governor's Club 
director. "If I call Tom Ridge, I feel within a reasonable time he'll call back." 

i 

Access ranges from dinners with as few as 30 to 40 people, as was the case at Le Bee-
Fin and the Locust Club last year, to the June golf outing at Nemacolin in Western 
Pennsylvania'and autumn links at Saucon Valley near Allentown. 

And there is access to other club members, many of whom arc influential in their own 
right. A club event could, for instance, offer a chance to rub elbows with club 
member and Turnpike Commissioner Robert Gleason. 

Need Phillies tickets? Maybe team owner Bill Giles can help. He's in the club, as are 
NFL owners Art Rooney 2d (Steelcrs) and Edward DeBartolo Jr. (49crs). 

Planning a special occasion? Call club director Olga Lembcsis. Her firm, 
Kitchenworks, catered Ridge's campaign for a fee. Now she eaters events at the 
governor's mansion - at taxpayer expense. The tab is $39,000 since Ridge moved in. 

"One benefit'* of being in the club, says director LeRoy Zimmerman, former state 
attorney general and now a Harrisburg lawyer, "is getting together with leaders of 
business, commerce and other professions. And who knows? You may get the 
opportunity to make a deal while you're there." 

Some members say they want nothing and get nothing. 

" I don't thinly there is a member ofthe Governor's Club who has joined because they 
think it's going to help them get business in any way," said Herbert Barness, the GOP 
national committeeman who helped found the club and is its chairman. "There might 
be one or two'who think that way, but it is infinitesimal." 

.i 

Asked whether members would get as much state work if they didn't give campaign 
money, Barness said: "We're in a democracy. Some of them would, maybe some of 
them wouldn't. I don't know." •\ 
State Sen. Clarence Bell (R., Delaware), who has 43 years in office, says most donors 
give for a reason. "They make investments to get returns," Bell said. " I haven't run 
into any political philanthropists for a long time." 

There is also prestige. 

David Girard-diCarlo is the governor's campaign treasurer and headed Ridge's 1994 
transition team, helping to select cabinet members. A wall in his Philadelphia office is 
adorned with pictures of himself with politicians, including the governor, who named 
one of Girard-diCarlo's law partners, Paul Tufano, as his general counsel. 

Girard-diCaijlo gave $84,500 to Ridge's 1994 campaign. 
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Not only does his firm get state legal work, the fact that he's a close Ridge ally could 
be a reason some seek his high-priced counsel. 5. i 

'I'm sure some people do. But some people think I can do things I can't do, too," he 
said. " I turn down more people than I take |as clients] because all they want me to do 
is pull a political lever, and I won't do that." j 

Girard-diCarlo noted that Ridge's contributors arc publicly disclosed. "You know 
who the supporters arc, and they arc likely to be part ofthe process one way or the 
other. And ifyou don't like it, elect somebody else." 

Another sought-after Ridge club director is William A.K. Titelman, one ofthe 
capital's most prominent lawyer-lobbyists who, with retired Rite Aid chairman Alex 
Grass, held a 1995 fund-raising event that netted $230,000 for the new governor's 
campaign coffers. The elegant sit-down dinner was held at the home of Titjelnian and 
his wife, Maria Keating Titelman, who is a Ridge deputy chief of staff. ^ 

William Titelman is one of several club directors who also raise big money, for 
Democrats. He boasts of collecting "substantial six figures" for President Clinton -
and last fall, he got to stay in the Lincoln Bedroom. J; 

Ridge has taken fund-raising to a new level in Pennsylvania, one of a minority of 
states that don't limit contributions by individuals or political action committees. He 
spent a record $12.7 million in 1994. j. [ 

And he didn't stop there: His campaign, with five full-time staffers, has raised $4.7 
million since he became governor. About 30 fund-raising events are planned; this 
year. The latest, a laid-back, wear-your-Hawaiian-shirt "beach party" at a 
Harrisburg hotel, raised about $70,000. ^ 

i . 

Critics see the Governor's Club as an example of what's wrong with campaign 
financing these days. j. 

The pattern of donations to Ridge's fund from state contractors "says that campaign 
contributions arc a wise investment with big paybacks, especially when you're in the 
upper echelon of contributors," said Barry Kauffman, Pennsylvania director of the 
self-styled citizens' lobby, Common Cause. ' 

i* i • 

"It sends a strong message that state government is for sale," said Sen. Allen 
Kukovich, a Western Pennsylvania Democrat and the legislature's leading advocate 
of campaign finance reform. 

Kukovich said it would be "unfair to simply single out the Ridge administration, but 
I think with each succeeding administration it gets worse and worse. Part of it is the 
constant escalation of the need for campaign finances. It drives these folks.to think of 
nothing else except how to raise more and more money." ; ' 

All you need is dough. 
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" I don't think I've ever turned anyone away from the Governor's Club," said Laurie 
Simmons, executive director of Ridge's campaign committee. 

To be on the board of directors, a contributor must give (or raise from others) 
$10,000 a year in 1995,1996 and 1997, plus $20,000 in 1998, Ridge's reelection year. 

A similar schedule at half the price buys a club membership. And half that, or 
$12,500 over four years, buys a spot on the campaign's 212-mcmbcr finance 
committee. (That adds $2.6 million more to Ridge's war chest.) 

And that's only a part of Ridge's financial picture. 
•I 

For one thing, many club members do more. Montgomery County developer Ronald 
Mintz held a 1995 fund-raising event at his home that netted $300,000 for Ridge, then 
still in his first year as governor. Mintz picked up the $51,749 tab. 

Others give without joining. Like Marilyn Ware Lewis, chairwoman of the American 
Water Works .Co., whose family gave Ridge about $210,000 for his 1994 race. 

Last year, 46 people who weren't in the club gave the Ridge campaign fund $5,000 or 
more. 

A number of club members were major rain-makers for Ridge, giving not only of 
their own but helping bring out the unselfish side of others. Ih this realm, Harness, a 
Bucks Countŷ  developer, is a regular thunderstorm producer, having brought in as 
many as 40 percent ofthe club's members, according to Simmons. (He also gave 
$60,000 of his'own in 1994.) 

"It was Herb's idea," she said ofthe club. "During the campaign your pitch is always 
the same - you've got to have money for media. Wc wanted to have a way to raise the 
funds during the off years.... I thought it was a great idea and so did the governor." 

She said Boh Asher is a major Ridge fund-raiser in suburban Philadelphia, as are 
Titelman in,Harrisburg and lawyer Evans Rose in Pittsburgh. 

The club membership reads like a Who's Who in Pennsylvania Business, as befits a 
governor who Van as pro-business and has called for corporate tax cuts in three 
straight years: Many members have CEO after their name. 

The club is mostly male and white. It includes just a half-dozen minorities and eight 
women. , j 

Many club members interviewed spoke of the state's highest official as "Tom." 84 
Lumber CEQ Joe Hardy praised the governor's impressive long golf game this way; 
"The son of a bitch, he was pounding them out." 

Members can he spotted on the fairways by their umbrellas and golf shirts 
emblazoned with the words Governor's Club. The club also gives members round 
blue and gold^cufflinks bearing the initial R. 
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What membership does not necessarily buy, said Simmons, is a onc-on-onc.with 
Ridge. "I won't guarantee a meeting for $10,000. I'll take your money, but I won't 
guarantee a meeting with the governor," she said. !, ' 

Unlike Clinton, Ridge doesn't bring his donors home. 

"We don't have private coffees or slcepovers with the governor," Simmons said. " . . 
. It's offensive." 

Said Ridge: '' Probably the toughest part of politics is the fund-raising side of it. Wc 
did a good job during the election, but now that I'm governor, I've tried to create a 
bit of a wall between myself and fund-raising." >V ! 

i<.' 
Simmons said that since he became governor, Ridge had not made a single-phone call 
for cash. "As wc get closer to the campaign, we might ask him to," she sai(l. "If there 
was someone who would only take a call from him. And there arc people like that." 

Rick Reynolds, a Harrisburg construction manager who joined Hardy anil Barness in 
Ridge's golf foursome last year at Nemacolin, said he holds no state contracts or 
hopes that his club membership will help him win any. But Reynolds, who recalls 
tying Ridge with a 90, figures that if he called the governor's office now, "they'll 
know who I am." ^ 

Hardy, who owns the Nemacolin course, says the same. " I think if I have a problem I 
would call his deputy or something like that... and I'm sure it gets to the governor 
and perhaps he can help," he said. " I think it's important that we have access to 
some of these people - his staffers, the head of this, the head of that, the head of the 
other thing. And they're available." ; 

Contracts. As of December, 37 club members' businesses had state contracts, 
according to Treasury Department records. 

" i ' 

Of those, 36 have won new contracts, or had old ones renewed, since January 1995, 
when Ridge became governor. Many have additional contracts that predate him. 

Most of the state contracts are competitively bid. Many aren't, including those for 
engineers, architects and law firms, with the state generally extending "requests for 
proposals" and then selecting the lowest responsible bidder, though not necessarily 
the least costly. 

Last year, the largest under Ridge was a one-year contract for $204 million, a hefty 
chunk ofthe roughly $2.5 billion the state spends annually for goods and services. 

That contract was with Healthcare Management Alternatives (HMA) to provide 
health insurance for poor people in Philadelphia. The company is owned by 
AmeriChoice, whose chairman, Tony Welters, is on the Governor's Club Board of 
Directors. !•. 

Steven Matthews, AmeriChoice vice president and spokesman, said Welters had 
supported Ridge before he became governor, and that HMA had had major contracts 
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with the state before that time, too. Matthews said HMA's latest contract, for 1997, 
was awarded through a competitive process. 

"i 

New Enterprise Stone & Lime Co., which is headed by a club member, had state 
contracts totaling $87 million, more than two-thirds of it since January 1995. The 
company has also earned millions from the Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission since 
the 1980s. Several New Enterprise officers were civilly fined $150,000 in 1995 for 
federal elections violations - specifically, for reimbursing employees after they gave 
thousands to a congressional campaign, 

i 

Correctional Physicians Service Inc., whose president is club member Emre Umar, 
signed a contract with the Department of Corrections for $49.2 million to provide 
medical services at six state prisons. Umar's company has had this work since 1990 
and was lowest bidder in 1995. Umar could not be reached for comment. 

Legal fees. Among the law firms that got the most state work since Ridge took office 
were those whose letterheads include club directors Titelman, Girard-diCarlo and 
Zimmerman, 

Number one in another category, bond-counsel fees, was Ballard, Spahr, Andrews & 
Ingersoll, the Philadelphia firm that includes club director Tom Ellis. 

•i 

Ellis, who is ajso a Cheltenham Township commissioner, said the firm got more work 
from the previous administration under Democratic Gov. Bob Casey. "Wc are the 
biggest bond counsel firm in the state. So I would hope we would get the most bond 
counsel work," Ellis said. 

"People support their friends," Titelman said. "If there arc two equally competent 
people capable of providing a service or a product... is it reasonable for someone to 
select their opponent to provide it, or their friend?" 

Asked why the Ridge administration had given so much bond work to law firms that 
gave campaign money, Titelman said: "Well, why shouldn't he? The reality of the 
system is, people do need to raise political funds." 

He hastened to add, "There's never a quid pro quo. Never." 

Loans and grants. Several major companies that got a helping hand from state 
economic programs under Ridge also have executives in the club. 

PNC Financial Corp., whose lobbyist is a club member and whose chairman is a 
major Ridge donor, got a $6.5 million commitment for various state grants for its 
new operations center in Southwest Philadelphia. PNC is investing $14 million of its 
own money, j 

Advanta, whose CEO is club director Dennis Alter, received a $3 million Job 
Creation Tax. Credit in fiscal 1997, plus a $1 million grant to help finance a $22 
million project in Montgomery County. Alter could not be reached for comment. 

i 
i ; 

1 i 

i i i 

' (J. - . 
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.1 • 
Bentley Systems Inc., an engineering software company, got a $2 million low-interest 
loan in 1995 through the Pennsylvania Industrial Development Authority (PIDA) to 
expand facilities in Exton. ' 

'«•' ! 
About six months after the loan was approved, state GOP chairman Alan Novak 
contacted company president Gregory Bentley and asked him to enroll in the club, 
according to spokesmen for the company and the party. Later, Bentley and his 
brothers, who help run the company, gave $11,000 to Ridge's fund. 

Leases. Philadelphia Suburban Development Corp., where club member Bob 
Nicoletti is president, holds a handful of 10-ycar leases worth a total of $13/5 million 
on state welfare, labor and revenue offices in Philadelphia, and is negotiating to 
extend three other leases that could be worth millions more. Nicoletti could not be 
reached for comment. !y 

Two other club members' businesses lease large office buildings to the state in the 
Capitol area, one worth $22.5 million, the other $32 million. •"' 

Harrisburg developer Robert Mumma's company holds leases with the state worth 
close to $500,000. A club member, he gives office space to Ridge's campaign for free. 
Mumma says he bids against other landlords to win state leases, and that helping the 
Ridge campaign makes "no difference whatsoever.' 

Appointments. Ridge has named 40 club members to state advisory commissions and 
licensing boards - some to two or three boards each. Spouses and siblings of club 
members hold seven other scats. u-

Members were named to boards of colleges including Temple, Drexel, West Chester 
and Pennsylvania State University. 

Ridge put businessmen (and club directors) Manny Stamatakis and Paul Zelenkofske 
on the Delaware River Port Authority board. Stamatakis was also named to head the 
widely publicized government efficiency panel known as the IMPACCT Commission. 

Stamatakis in turn named 21 others to head various IMPACCT committees -
including club director Charles Sexton Jr., a longtime Delaware County Republican 
leader, and three other club members. For a follow-up panel Stamatakis chose 
another club member - a Dodge dealer whose political contributions include the car 
driven by Ridge campaign director Simmons. 

Explaining why big contributors were placed on state panels, Tim Reeves,.Ridge's 
press secretary, said: "You tend to nominate people you know." 

One who is well known is Bob Asher, a Ridge appointee to the Conservation and 
Natural Resources Advisory Council. Asher, a former state GOP chairman, was 
convicted of conspiracy and other charges in the 1980s bribery scandal over'a 
computer company's attempt to win a state contract. Prosecutors said Asher had 
tried to steer money into Republican campaign coffers. 

http://www.constitutional.net/Luksik/inq-gcl.htnil ; ; 3/9/2015 



Want Access to Gov. Ridge? Join the Club - Philadelphia Inquirer - Sunday, April 27, 1997 Page 9 of 9 

Asher, CEO of Asher's Chocolates, said he is on other conservation boards, and that, 
"conservation is my real passion in life, even more than politics." He declines 
allowable travel expenses. 

Hidgc press secretary Reeves said that Asher had "paid a very serious price" and 
that now, "he deserves the opportunity to show that he is a good citizen again." 

f. 

Timothy Buclianan's company was paid $350,000 by Ridge's campaign, mostly for 
printing. Buchanan gave $22,450 to the Republican's 1994 race and $4,780 in the first 
three months of Ridge's term. Six months later, Ridge named Buchanan to head the 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. 

How did that happen? "After the campaign they asked me if I'd like to be on a board 
or commission and if so, which one. I said, 'I love history.' They mentioned [the 
commission] and said. We'll get back to you,' and they did and told me, 'You're 
chairman of that commission.' It blew my mind." 

Buchanan, who left college after a year and a half, said: "I'm sure there arc many 
other people that would be eminently more qualified." 

©1997 Philadelphia Newspapers Inc. 

Our thanks to Philadelphia Online for their permission to post this article 
www.phillvnews.com 
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Smart meters finally available in PECO territory 
Mny 11.3012 // by Kobotl Monk /o'Newinolacir icity....Sm.irt Enwjjy BIo(j, Solar PVBlog // 3Conirneni» 

i ; 

Pennsylvania Electric Company. (PECO) lias finally begun its full scale roll-out of smarter meters. Its 
slowness to implement the recently-mandated 15-minute increment bi-directional reporting meters may 
have to do with the fact i! invested millions of dollars of rate-payer funds in now-outmoded 'smart' remote-
readable meters only a few years ago, in what was probably just a matter of unfortunate timing for the 
ratepayers. I 

The new meters will help PECO and its customers better understand their electrical use, and adapt behavior 
to (he actual cosl of generating electricity, as allernative generation providers offer time-of-use tariffe with 
different prices different times of day. or even spot-market tariffs that could change price every 15 minutes. 

PECO's new smart meteis fail to 
achieve compliance with PA's Act 129 for 
grid-tied solar PV •< 

Rofwl mom on smiiri meters lor PECO 

^ Re;><) iiioio on smart nMois lor PECO 

i 

As a NABCEP-certilied solar electric PV installer, my 
biggest disappointment with the smart-meter roll-out in 
PECO territory has to do with PECO's longstanding 
refusal to comply with PA Act .129, which requires 
PECO to offer customers a single, bi-directional meter 
for measuring both conventional consumption from the 
grid, and PV energy delivered fo the grid, for billing 
credits In the customer's favor.' 

PECO's 'smart' meters require two meters to do 
the work of the required single, bi-directional 
meter, in violation of PA's Act 129 

Under Act 129, PA electric distribution companies (EDC's) must provide a singel, bi-directional meter for 
solar PV grid-tied customers, upon request. However, although other PA utilities have adopted smart 
metering solutions lhat incorporate bi-directional melering. PECO has somehow managed to select a 
product that does not meet the Act 129 requirements, Meanwhile PUC has taken a decisively passive role 
on enforcement of the law. After I filed an informal complaint with the Public Utilities Commission, PECO 
responded that indeed they will not offer single, bi-directional meters to any customers. PUC has informed 
me that the only way forward is a formal complaint that runs through a court-like administrative justice 
system, and which requires that the complainant have standing in the sense that they directly suffered as a 
result of the violation of law. • 

5 

I'm not holding my breath while I search for a PV customer who wants to spend time in court as a 
complainant. Try selling a few days in court as an 'added perk' to your next customer, and see haw your 
sales go! ^ 

i 

Smart meters in the'press... 

See the Phillyiiews.com (Inquirer) article on PECO's roil-out of smart meters, 
•i. 

Have you had a smart meter installed in PECO territory? 

Please, comment below.'dr contact me directly to give a consumer's-eye-view of the setup process 
and whether and how have you taken advantage of the new information your meter provides. 
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Smart Meter "Malfunction" Causes Pennsylvania Apartment Building Fire 
Posleii on Februiiry H , 

Qriginal Stor\f: 

A fast-moving apartment building fire occurred un Thursday, February 6, 

2014, in Bensalem, Pennsylvania when at least one smart meter 

exploded and caught fire. Thirty (30) residents were displaced by the 

ensuing bUv/e at Bensalem's Thunder Hollow apartments. Sixteen (16) 

apartments were affticted. One firefighter was injured. According to the 

Bucks Countt) Courier Times, the Bensalem Battalion Chief Robert 

Sponheimer said theJtrc started in a utility meter in tm outside shed 

that housed electrical meters. Me also said ''residents reported /tearing a 

loud bang, then losing power Tlmrsdaij evening. Within minutes they saw 

smoke pouring out ofthe shed. The fire, then spread to the building and Us 

roof." 

Dramatic camera footage exists taken soon after the fire started, during the fire fighting activities, and during the 

recovery efforts, making you feel as if you are "on-the-scene" as it happens. In the first video where uou see the 

dramatic flames about a,? to xo seconds into the ukleo. then are emanat ina from an outdoor shed containimi 

smart meters. 

Follow 
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Reporting from most news sources indicated that the cause of the fire remains under investigation. However, nn-

scime reports indicate that the f i re was electrical in nature and was started by afire in "a uti lit u electric meter." 

'I'hese apartments are known to he equipped with smart meters. ... SkyVision Solutions finds it curious that the 

term "smart meter" was not used in original reporting of the fire since that would be a natural question to have 

asked and have reported to the public. | J 

Updated Information: 

One resident lives just a few feet from two sheds where individual smart meters are housed. "I-heard this boom 

and it sounded like a shotgun going off," said the resident. 

In the figure shown to the right, an officer as part of an investigation is 

shining a flashlight toward the two upper smart meters located on the 

right side of the outdoor shed. The upper most smart meter looks 

completely deformed (despite the somewhat poor resolution of this 

pholo). There appears lo bo moiled plastic drooping down from wbal 

would be the normal meter location. There is also blackened area at the 

top, where smoke, sparks, and fire previously billowed outward and 

upward. Clicking on the photo will provide a somewhat better view. 

From a curiosity perspective, it would nice to have a close-up photo 

view of the affected smart meter to better examine how bad it really 

looks, but there is little doubt on what actually happened at this point. 

Based upon a report in the liucks Counti/ Courier Times, Battalion Chief Robert Sponheimer plans to meet with 

PECO Energy and township code officials to continue an investigation into a "dieter ma f u n c t i o n . " The fire has 

also reportedly been ruled an "accident." This determination is actually important in that it means the fire has 

been determined IHU to be the work of arson or meter tampering. 

SkyVision Solutions has sufficiently reviewed the details surrounding the fire lo confidently conclude and report 

that the cause ofthe fire was indeed a "smart meter." It would appear that officials just don't want to atl vert ise 

this important detail concerning the fire. 

Follow 
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Bottom line ... smart meters do cause fires. 

The video provided below wil l not specifically discuss smart meters but does help demonstrate 

the damage, havoc, injury, and potential loss of life that can be caused bv smart meters. 

|The above video is presented in the public's interesl and contains material used pursuant lo the Fair Use Doctrine 

under 17 U.S.C.j 

Bensalem Battalion Chief Robert Sponheimer is no stranger to the topic of smart meter fires. Me seems to have 

been trying to do the right thing. Look at what he said back in September 201a At one point he says, "we were 

lucky so far," based,upon the limited damage resulting from the smart meter-related fires. 

BATTALION CHIEF ROB SPONHEIMER V 
'V^ iBENSAtEM TWP,'fIRE DEP. 

I 'I'he above video contains materia] used pursuant to Fair Use Doctrine under 17 U.S.C] 

One source of information for this blog posting: http://www.buckscountveoui icrtimcs.com/news/local/eleclnc-

metcr-l)liimed-for-behsalem-anat-tmcnt-fue/article 0^cf6qbb-a2Q8-.sq78-a88c-464c2f44Riei.htinl 

. \ 
Commentanr. 

Follow-up reporting ify one news outlet (the Bucks County Courier Times) that an electric meter was responsihle 

for an apartment building fire brought to light the fact that a smart meter caused the events described in this blog 
Follow 
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posting. One wonders how many other iircs have been caused by smart meters but were never reported as such. 

In fact, in many cases, fire invesligaLiun is basically done to rule out arson and Ihe averagejjinvesligator is not 

trained or qualified to determine conclusive origin and cause of electrical fires. 

Many laypersons don't know what smart meters are, and during the first video above, it could be heard in the 

background that a woman was calling for help because a "transformer blew," not knowing that what was housed in 

the outdoor shed were smart meters, not transformers. 

Social Media Reports: 

A review of social media in the Bensalem, PA area during the timeframe of the fire and subsequent lo the fire 

reveals reporting by both the fire department and from residents. High praise was given to the firefighters. 

I-'rom Fire Department: 

Company has been Iransmitled lo Thunder Hollow Apartments for an 

apartment fire. ... Heavy smoke showing, going in service. 

... hast nights fire at Thunder Hollow displaced 14 families; 5 apartments 

had fire damage while 11 apartments had smoke and water damage. 1 FF 

suffered a minor injury on the fireground. All crews did a great job as did 

Bensalem h'MS, Bensalem Police and Bensalem Fire Police. 

From Resident: 

One building away. Hearing electrical [as cause] hut no body is sure.... Thank you (firefighters | fbr making the 

Thunder Hollow Fire much less than it could have heen. 

From One Local Celebrity (as posted on Facebook page): 

Hey everyone, 1 have something important to share: You may have heard about this big fire which caused 30 of 

my neighbors to lose their homes ... lUtp://abcl(H:nl.g(>.e()nV\vpvi/slinyysecti(>ii=]iew.s%2]'kicalyfid=g4226:-tH 

The cause of this and many other fires around the world is related to the new electrical "Smart Meter". These new 

meters, typically if installed in older homes with older wiring can cause problems. So please, everybody, check the 

meters at your house or apartment, no matter where you live, and if you do have a "Smart Meter", ask for a 

professional inspection. Share this with as many of your friends and lets get the word out. 

Comments on Newspaper Reports: 

I thought they changed all those bad meters. 

... My thoughts exactly. ... I would like to know if theses were the upgraded meters. My fear is peco putting my 

old house at risk; it would burn up fast. 

Fditor's Update on Fire Aftermath. Mav 7. 2014: 

r' 

Follow 
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Officially, this smart meter-related fire is still under investigation. 
The company involved with insuring the Bensalem apartment 
buildings reportedly requested an independent evaluation of all 
smart meters installed for the burned building. Current smart 
meters wer e removed/ replaced for such an evaluation. R is hoped 
that another update can be provided at future date as to the results of 
the independent evaluation and any actions taken as a result of the 
Bensalem apartment building fire. | It is possible, however, that the 

results will not be made public.] 

Also, as a matter of public record, there was a Pennsylvania Legislative House Policy meeting held on April 14, 
2014 on the subject of "Security in Installation of Smart Meters." Presentation materials for that meeting 
indicate: "The meter itselfIS ''IC cause of the Bensalem fire, not arcing and not the wires, per the 
Bensalem I'ire Marshal." 

Testimonv presented.at the above mentioned meeting indicates that the "Jire wits dejtnilcly started Inj the 

I.andis Smart Meter. The smart meter was located in the utility sited. Nat sure where it started 

in the meter, hut it definitely started inside the meter." 
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9 Responses to Smart Meter "Malfunction" Causes Pennsylvania Apartment Building Fire 
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'pj? ^ Norm stufs: 
' Fobmrny 17. 2014 at VM6 

There .ippcnrs lo be many issues in regiml to the so called smart meters including costs, health, privacy and fires. One 
suggestion I can offer in regard to the fire potential is to place the hack of your hand on the meter box and test for heat. There 
should not he any! If there is, contact the hydro supplier. Take note oflhe lime and day. If they do nol respond,call the fire 
depart men I. 

SkyVisitm Solutions says: 
Fobruary 17. 2014 al 15:30 

The problem is that smart meters can likely fail at any time without warning. Possibly there will be a build up in 

tempenture which might bt; felt or could more likely be sensed through thermographic type equipment.... 

According to fire officials, however, as shown in the video below, "don't touch your meter." ... What have we come 

to that we have to consider surveillance systems and techniques to monitor the "temperature" of our smart meter 

to help assure our house doesn't bum down? 

^ b c f r c c d o i n says: 
Fabruaiy 16, 2014 al 12:12 
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i v i ivinianai says: 
Fttbtuaiy 14, 2im nl 16:23 

For evcrj'btMly's sakes. 

In Pennsylvania and in the rest of America and in Canada do get rid of Ihc dopy Electricai so-called Smarl Meiers. Please 

demand lhat these Greedy Elcclric Power Companies I'bcl forced lo reinstall the Safe and Passive Analog Electric Meiers you 

once had. This must be done at the entire expense to Ihe Klectric Power Companies who stole and took the Safe Analog 

Electric Meters from you, then installed these now proving to be far from Smart Klectric Meters which are proving to be 

INCENDIARY Electric Meters, as well as human and animal sickness making dopy smart meters. 

Here in Victoria Australia we have a fast growing number of Electric Power Cuslomers, me included which is now well over 

220,000 of us, who refuse lo allow Ihe Safe and Passive Analog Electric Meiers lo betaken from our Private Eleclric Meter 

Boxes as we have securely padlocked our Electric Meter Boxes and golten our U'gal Commonwealth of Australia 8167,0000 

Dollar Fine Notices erected on our Electric Meter Boxes and on our front fences. 

1 have also sent as have many of us llie $1.1 Million Dollar A.C.C.C NOTICE OF PROHIBITION OF UNDUE HARA8SM ENT 

OR COERCION FOR SMART ME'I'ER INSTAU.ATION. from oui" Canbena 1 lead of ihe Australian Government to the Chief 

Executive Officer;= C.E.O of Powercor Australia Ltd, lo stop them stealing my Safe and Passive Analog Electric Meter from 

my properly. Here is tbe Notice below. You should have something like it lo prolect your peoples' Safe and Passive Analog 

Electric Meters in Pennsylvania and the rest of America as well as it's equivalent in Canada 

(DATE) 

(INSERT OWN NAME) 

(ADDRESS) 

(Insert name and; 

Address of Power Distributor) 

NOTICE OF PROHIBITION OK UNDUE HARASSMENT OR COERCION FOR SMAR'I" METER INSTALLATION 

This notice is provided to and any persons, entities, 

(Insert Power distributor name and ACN no off letter you received) 

Employees, associates, corporations, sub-contractors and agents of the fore mentioned (herein referred to as Your Company). 

Notice to agent is,notice to principal. 

f ' Follow 

hUp://smartgridawareness.org/2014/02/14/meter-blamed-for-pennsy Ivania-fire/ 11/14/2014 
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Nole: This nolice is provided in addilton and following a NOTICE OF PROHIBITION FOR SMART METER INSTALLATION 

(dale of your first letter) and NOTICE Your Company's INTENTION 'I'O DISHONOUR AND VIOLATE PROHIBITION FOK 

SMART METER INSTALLATION NOTICE (dale of your letter received from Power Distributor after) served on Your 

Company. 

Your Company is prohibited and forbidden from communication in any manner, with the intent to solicit for the installation 

of a "smart meter" or meter containing wireless communication functLon(s) at the following (service) address: (Insert your 

nddress). Such an act is herein referred lo as a PROHIBITED ACT. 

I have lawful and legal slanding and claim of right to make such a demand. J 

Any PROl i MUTED ACI* will be considered an act of undue harassment or coercion wilh the supply or possible supply of 

goods or services as defined by the Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (CTH) Vol. 3, Ch. 4, PT> 4-1. Div.'5 Sec. 168; such 

•tn offence carries a penalty of Si. 1,000.000:00 One point one Million Dollars. If Your Company is in aiiy way directed by the 

Oovcmmcnt (State of Victoria) and State of Victoria Corporation to perform such an offence, the Government and individual 

members are liable under tort may in addition be held vicariously liable. 

Any PROHIBITED ACT remains prohibited unless I provide a NOTICE OF CESSATION OF PROHIBITION explicitly 

minulling this notice, or following a sale of property and change of property title holder for the propertyin.ijiiGstion. 

A copy of this notice will also be provided for their records to (via regular mail): 

t. Customer Relations, DPI. ' ' i 

"4.. Minister Nicholas Kolsiras, Covernment in the State of Victoria. ^ 

If a response to this notice containing any dispute of facts or CLAIM OF RIGHT based on lawful claim of right is not received 

within fourteen days from Your Company, it shall be fact that you accept as fact this notice and facts contained wilhin, and 

will honour this notice; such requiring no further action on your behalf. 

Si ncei'clv 

(Your SIGNATURE) (Witness to your Signature) Print Witnesses name) 

SEE!* 

SkyVision Solutions ... Raising Public Awareness and Finding Solutions to Smart 
Grid, Smart Meter, and Radiofrequency (RF) Radiation Concerns 

Tht- Tu.THfj/ I ' I ' I I Thitmr. Uliii ul ll' , ,unil'ivsK.iviiji. 

Follow 
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Stop Smart Meters! 
h'iiihtiruj/iir lifullh, jit iuncij, mul sofrli) 

When 'Smart' Meters Kill: The Story of Larry Nikkei — Details Emerge of Vacaville, CA Smart 
Meter Fire Death 
I'osloit on June 21, 'mVi liy tuiliiDlcvulblon 

l,arrv Nikkei 

Hy Joshua Hart, Director StopStnartMeters.Org 

Details havo conic to light of a man killed by a Pacific Gas and Electric (I'G&liJ Smart Meter that caught tire in 

Vacaville, CA on July ,9ih, 2010. Larry Nikkei of 230 Arbor St. died from a suspicious electrical fire that consumed 

his home the da}' alter Wellington Energy, contractors for PG&E, installed a Landis & Gyr "smarl" electric meter. 

A wrongful death suit lawsuit filed by the family against the utility, subcontractor, and meter manufacturer has 

now been settled for an undisclosed sum. 

The circumstances surrounding Mr. Nikkei's death add a grave and tragic chapter to the growing human cost of 

the 'smart grid.' The following account is based on interviews with his brother Walter, as well as details obtained 

by the fire incident report, investigation, and coroner's report. 

Uirry Nikkei worked for more than 30 years as the groundskecper at Solano 

Community College, and was well liked in Vacaville by those who knew him. He 

was in a rock band in the Seventies called The Panties who played gigs all over the 

East Bay. Larry loved his rock music and he loved his 1958 Gretsch guitar (the 

same kind as Chuck Berry played). The guitar- worth thousands- was given to 

hllp://stopsmartmcters.org/2013/06/21/when-smart-meters-kill-the-story-of-larry-nikkel-d... 11/14/2014 
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•ft* y»m 
Lany by a co-worker at the College, underscoring how much he was loved and 

admired by those who knew him. •' 

Lany was diagnosed with throat cancer in early 2010 and had jiis't finished his 

chemotherapy treatment at the time of his death. The day beforo he was killed, he 

had submitted the paperwork to retire from his job at the Community College. On .Inly 8'\ 2016, according to 

neighbors, Wellington Energy came through and deployed electric smart meters all along the street, including on 

Larry's house. Less than 48 hours later, Larry was dead- killed by smoke inhalation and burns from an 

unexplained electrical fire that consumed his home. 

According to his brother Walter, who had spent time with I-arry at his house the morning before the fire (and only 

hours after the smart meter was installed), there were serious electrical problems in the house that clay. Lany had 

tried to boot up his laptop to watch a DVD lhat evening, but the computer would not function. The cable box did 

nol work either. Walter and Lany bolh heard a very loud, high pitched "snap" coming from the.wall. Later that 

night, after Waller had returned home, he received a call from Lany, who said lhat the 'house was humming.' He 

regrets to this clay not coming over immediately to investigate what was wrong. 

At about lo^opni on July a man walking down Arbor St. saw flames coming out of Larry's house. The man 

opened the garage door to see if anyone was inside but Ihis caused the fire to "Hash" and so he was forced to 

retreat and call Ihe fire departmeni. By 10:40, fire fighters were on Ihe scene. After battling the fire, crews 

entered the house and found Lariy's body in the hallway bathroom, under a dresser (which Walt speculates he 

may have pulled on top of himself lo shield against the heat). He had shoved towels under Ihe door, and ihe water 

was running in the sink. He was on the floor, having succumbed to smoke inhalation and burns. Larry had 

placed his beloved guitar in the bathtub, where perhaps he hoped it would survive the flames (it did). 

i -T T" ''' -
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Walter remembers hearing a lot of fire engine sirens that night and wondering whether there was a large grass fire 

in the area. He received a call from Umy's neighbor at about the same time, and immediately got a bad feeling. 

He got in his car and when he arrived at his brother's house, the house was charred and blackened and Lariy's 
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body was already in a-bag. Walter was distraught and started to open the bag but was stopped by the police. 

"Why aren't you working on him??" he remembers yelling at the emergency responders. 

The official Pathology-'Report notes that the cause of death was smoke inhalation and thermal injuries (burns): 

Gary R. Stanton (707) 421-700(1 
ShcrifT/ Coroner 

(/J Auinpsy 

Name: tutrry Wayne Nikkei Case No: 2010-0645 

l'»slin«rtcm'l)atc: July 12,-2010 lime: 10:01 

Place of Death: Rustdencc Dale: "july.9. 2010 
Time: 23:04 

Am-: !• 54 Svxi M_. Knee: \V 

i : I ' A I HOLO^ic )>IAC;NOS»!:S 

I . Smoke Inhataiion and 'ITiomial Injur;". 

A. Smulcc inhulalion, 
1. -Sooi in the nose, mouth anil cars.. 
2. Soot in the larynx, iraciica and rcspi'raiory u-cc. 
3.,Small amounl lo soot in the csophiigus. 
4. -Viscera and blood brit;ht cht-Try red. 
5. lilood co sutimrthii 50%; 

H: Thcmml'Injuries. 
1. Firsi'degree'btimson left upper chest, 
2. Fifei degree hums mi upper haek, riBhl and leil. 
3. Ifirst dcgrce.Wums right and leH shmilders and upper.arms. 
4. Smalj.itrst degree bunis untcnor riyht arm. 
5. Small first degree bum, back of riftlti foreami. 

t 

I .anv Nikkei was officially pronounced dead at 11:04pm on July g"', 2010. 

The official cause of the fire- according to the Vacaville Fire Department's Investigation was "imdofenn/nec/, but 

urns most likely caused by an electrical problem " 

About a month afteV;the fire, Walter met Ken Burton at the house. Ken was the 

former bass player irypirry's band, a friend of the family and also a retired fire 

fighter. Walter had noticed that his brother's swamp cooler had fallen to the 

ground from the window, and was not burned except that the motor was 

charred, and the belt was melted to the pulley. The two speculated that 

something had caused the power cord to become so hot that it caught the 

plywood that fit in the window on fire, and this quickly spread throughout the 

house. 

http://stopsmartmeters.org/2013/06/21 /whcn-smart-meters-kill-the-siory-of-larry-nikkel-d... 11/14/2014 
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While they were talking, a fire truck pulled up and Vacaville Fire Dept. 

Battalion Chief Jansen came up to them, l ie asked how they were doing, and 

walked back to the charred breaker box, where two oflhe breakers were found 

tripped right after the fire. He asked Ihem if Ihey were aware Lhat the "smart" 

meter was inslalled on I-arry's house the day before Ihe fire. It turned oul that 

PG&F, had hurriedly removed the meter following the fire. 

A month later, Walter was clearing Ihe neighbor's grape vine out of his tree. 

Thai night he started hearing loud buzzing and humming sounds coming from 

hi.s wall. He immedialely called PG&E, who sent a lineman oul and discovered 

that the neutral wire was off the pole. (Walt figures he accidentally pulled the 

wire off). As a result, 2 TV's, and a DISH DVR player were fried because of 

over voltage. 

/ V 
k 

, ,. tit 1: 

Young Lnny Nikkei 

Suddenly, it clicked for Walter. The humming and popping noises. 'Hie 

eleclrical problems. The "smarl" meter having been installed the day before the fire. Hi.s brother Larry had 

died because of PG&E's .smart meter. He did an internet search for "smart meter hazards'; and put two and 

two together, finally grasping what likely killed his brother. v 

\svt3 According to electrical engineers, the 

popping, humming, and appliance 

damage are all telltale signs of an 

electrical problem caused by arcing, 

possibly from a meter that was not 

installed properly. Arcing can lead to 

fires and explosions. (As we 

documented in late 2010 in our 

interview wilh a whistleblower from 

Wellington Energy, workers were 

encouraged to ignore safety hazards and 

only had 20 hours of training, violating 

FCC requirements that smart meters be 

installed by a professional electrician). 

Larry's death appears to be a direct 

resull oflhe kind of violations 

uncovered by the whistleblower, whose reports were summarily ignored by the CA Public Utilities Commission. 
4 

i 

On June 10th, 2012, the Nikkei family filed a lawsuit against Pacific Gas and Electric, Wellington Energy, and 

I Hindis & Gyr meter manufacturers, alleging negligence and wrongful death. ;' 

I.' 
The case was settled out of court earlier this year, showing that the utilities and meter manufacturers were 

alarmed about the potential to lose the case, as well as more terrible publicity related lo their meter program. The 

settlement- though not ideal as it avoids a verdict that might force the utilities to compensate others who have 

suffered smart meter fires or even recall the meters- has nonetheless provided a sense of closure>to the family, 

who would have had to live through the pain of Larry's loss once again during a trial. 

http://stopsmartmeters.org/2013/06/21/whcn-smart-mctcrs-kill-the-story-of-larry-nikkel-d... 11/14/2014 
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A Sinniloid CT house Iim whoro 5 pooplo dioO. Tho cvtdenco 
lends 10 a smarl motor ns Ihe culpril. 

Meanwhile, the number of smart meter fires has continued to 

grow. Last year, a Stamford CT woman iosl five members of her 

family after a fire likely started by their 'smart' meter. Twenty-

four hours later, her home was bulldozed, eliminating any 

evidence that could have been collected showing why the deadly 

fire started (and preventing future fires) In August 2012, Peco 

Energy of Pennsylvania was forced to suspend its deployment 

after at least 26 separate incidents where newly installed smart 

meters had caught fire or exploded. The EMP Safety Network has 

tracked many of these fires here, and we have documented a 

number of these incidents at StopSmartMeters.Org. 

A June 15th 2012 presentation by the Ontario Pire Marshal analyzes the numerous smart meter tires being 

reported in Canada and abroad and states: 

"Wu encountered an unusual amount of fire incidents involving smart meters...prior to any proper 

investigation the utility company hud removed and replaced the meters from the nffevlcd 

areas...New meters-may have defects that cause electrical failures (or they may be caused by) careless 

installation during change over..." 

It's fairly clear by nowjthal there is another major safety problem with smart meters- aside from RF radiation 

pulses. Hundreds of fires, explosions, and olher eleclrical problems have been doeumenled. Pre-market safety 

testing simply did not happen in the rush to harvest stimulus funds and corporate profits. The process of third 

party safety testing might have uncovered these problems before they ended up killing people, but unfortunately 

Ul. certification was never sought. In cases of fire, the utility's strategy has been to blame faulty household 

wiring, a candle, hot ashes, anything to take the focus away from the smarl meter. Homes with old or vulnerable 

wiring seem to be especially at risk, and surely the utilities know this by now. But they do not warn, and they do 

not inspect. 

If wu had responsible utility companies that prioritized health and safety, smart meter deployments could have 

included a safety check of the socket and wiring. Unfortunately such caution would have required professional 

technicians to work longer hours- a cost the utility company refused to bear. They can't seem to have anything 

get in the way of theii\guaranteed 11.5% annual returns on shareholder investments (in the case of PG&E). Sadly, 

for whatever reason most fire departments have failed to investigate smart meter fires as a systemic problem that 

requires a systemic solution. Meanwhile more homes burn and more people die. 

When the Nikkei case came to the attention of Stop Smart Meters! we immediately connected the family with a 

lawyer and started toftry and obtain documents from the Vacaville Fire Dept. Unfortunately, multiple attempts to 

get a copy of the investigation failed, even when requested by members of Larry's own family. The attorney for 

the ease- David Kylc-vwho won his own small claims court case against SCE- said he's never seen such reluctance 

to release these kinds'of documents. It finally took a subpoena and legal threats to obtain the investigation, 

something that a bereaved family should not have to go through simply in order to understand why tlieir loved 

one died. i 

Unfortunately despitq'lpledges of safety and reform from PG&E and the CPUC following the horrific explosion in 

San Bruno that killed a dozen people and razed an entire neighborhood, the same decisions are still being made-
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trading people's lives for shareholder profit. You needn't live near a gas pipeline to be at risk. This time it is a 

device that is being installed on most everyone's home, in every neighborhood. 

While PG&li and other utilities install unsafe devices that are costing some their homes and their lives, the CPUC-

led by the industry itself in the form of Mr. Michael Peovey- looks the other way. Such inaction in the face of 

overwhelming evidence of mortal risk is truly criminal. Let's make sure that I-arry, and others who have lost their 

lives in the name of the 'smart grid' are not forgotten, and that we honor their memory with action and political 

change. , 

Larry's obituary can be found It ere. 

Limy's guilnr pick sutvivQCI Die tiro 

Tliis onliy was jiosied in CaHfornia. Cancer. CI'UC, Firos, liiqal Issuas. PGSE, Snitwl Grid. Bookmark the pcmiallnk. 

20 Responses to When 'Smart' Meters Kill: The Story of Larry Nikkei— Details Emerge of 

Vacaville, CA Smart Meter Fire Death 

I'ingbnck: MiUcrh'rmlniti.orii | Whr.n '(JsiKirt'Mt-trm Kill 

elisna sui/s: 
Jonu 25, 2013nt8;39nm 

'I'hunk you foi* these uptlales. I havu a question concerning a new so allied " demonstration project" . I live in Montana, 

I'hilipsburg. I haven't any idea as lo the extent or even if these Smart meters are being installed here. I know that the town 

not to long ago h;id to gut water mcitcjrsf never had Ilium II4), hut I have no idea what kind they are. 

Recently, North Western Kncrgy has conducted a Smart Grid demo project here in M'I" (see article below). Do you have any 

idea what this means? I don't think they've been changing the existing meters . but I know they have with the poles. One such 

pole down the street starting throwing off sparks so bad that nearby home owners heard lho sound B4 realizing what il was. 

Al the same time a major fire broke out about 10-15 miles away destroying several homes and acres. The cause supposedly 

was a tree falling on the wires connected to the new poles. We have heen experiencing several problems,with our own home 

ever since Northwestern lias bueti doing major pole replacements and additions, testing and planed blackouts. 

I know you must be busy, but I hope you am answer my question. I don'l think that people are connecting the dots if they are 

experiencing the same problems as olhers which can be atlributetl to the same cause. A number of us arc concerned and 

would be inleresled in your answer. ^ 

Thank you in advance for youi* lime. ^ . 

lilena Cagltano 

I'hilipsburg MT ''f: 

htln://www.[iortliwesterneneritv.a)m/dispIav.;t.snx?l'aiie=Sm:irl Gridftltcni=42() 
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Testimony Regarding Smart Meter Fires 

I would like to thank Representative Dave Reed and Kerry Benninghoff for giving 

me this opportunity to present information on an extremely important issue, 

smart meter fines. 

Smart meters continue to cause fires, home explosions and power surges, causing 

major destruction to homes, businesses and lives. 

This is an example of what happened to a home in Yardley, PA. Mary was initially 

given a Sensus smart meter in January despite the fact that this smart meter had 

been recalled two weeks earlier. A few minutes after the smart meter was 

installed, the homeowner heard an explosion. The lights in her house exploded, 

her computer'exploded, her refrigerator and all other appliances exploded, and 

the computer surge protector melted onto the floor. As a result of this explosion, 

her walls and floors needed to be replaced, as well as all the wiring. Her heater 

needed to be, replaced. The microwave and double oven also needed to be 

replaced. 

In February, while Mary's house was being repaired, she was given a Flexall Smart 

Meter. This smart meter also exploded. As a consequence of this smart meter 

explosion, she had no electricity to her home, which resulted in basement 

flooding due to frozen pipes. Tragically, her house sustained major structural 

damage because of the installation of these smart meters. And this is just one 

case. There are thirty additional cases. 

Electrically initiated fires can be caused by old wiring as well as new wiring. 

This and other smart meter fires could have been prevented if the roll-out of 

smart meters had been discontinued. If the smart meter roll-out continues, more 

homes and lives will be destroyed, as was the case in California and Canada, 

where deaths occurred as a result of smart meter fires. 

You might think that homeowner's insurance would cover smart meter damage, 

but that is not the case. Insurance companies consider smart meter technology 

advanced and'therefore will not cover damages if they feel homes are not smart 



meter- compliant. For a home to be smart complaint, the home'needs to be 

completely rewired so that it is compliant with the demands of the smart grid. It is 

prohibitively expensive for the hard-working public to make their homes smart-

compliant. * 

Houses that are currently up-to-code are no longer considered to b'e up-to-code 

by the PUC, electric companies, grid subcontractors and insurance companies 

once a smart meter is placed in the home because smart meters are built with 

future technologies in mind and are not built to communicate with existing home 

technology. Given that the grid modernization technology sphere isxlynamic and 

rapidly evolving, our homes will never be smart meter compliant. It is an 

unreasonable expectation placed on consumers by the utility companies, PUC, 

insurance companies and the government to require our homes 'to be smart 

compliant. • 

In addition, when PA adopted the smart grid program. Underwriters.Laboratories 

stated that "the meters are owned by the electric companies, while the 

consumers own and are responsible for the meter box and consumers are 

responsible for any damage that results from fires, short circuits and power 

surges." 

This means that all the responsibility is placed on the homeowner. Unfortunately, 

the government, PUC and electric companies never discussed this responsibility 

with homeowners. And through HB 2200 and Act 129, citizens are forced to 

comply with the demands o f t h e grid by accepting a smart meter, without being 

aware that these smart meters may cause home fires. The electric companies 

know that they can continue to roll- out smart meters because the'y will not be 

responsible for the fires due to smart grid program policies. And the insurances 

companies know they will not have to pay for fire damages because the smart 

meter grid program puts all the responsibility on the homeowner. 

So who is responsible? ' 



The responsibility lies with every person who does nothing to stop the roll-out of 

these smart meters. The responsibility for the fires and the devastation caused by 

smart meters is in your hands. 

Unfortunately, the individuals who lack an understanding of smart meters and the 

smart grid are the same individuals who have the most to lose - the citizens of 

Pennsylvania. ; 

Well, homeowners do not want to be responsible for the horrific consequences of 

a smart meter fire, either. We did not ask for these meters and we were not 

made aware of the consequences of installing these meters. I guarantee that no 

one would want a smart meter if they knew that they can cause fires and deaths. 

Also, as stated earlier, homes are not adapted for smart meter technology. 

Smart meters are not UL-Certified. The Underwriters Laboratories has indicated 

that only consumer products need to be UL-Certified. A smart meter is 

considered a "util ity product," sold only to utility companies, so they are not 

required to have testing done by Underwriters Laboratories. Therefore, meters 

have not passed an important safety test by an independent safety expert such as 

Underwriters Laboratories. 

Tests of smart meter construction specifications in Canada have verified 

accuracy, but have not guaranteed safe operation over the lifespan o f t h e meter. 

We can reasonably assume that this is also true for smart meters used in the 

United States, since Canada uses some o f the same meters as the United States. 

Electric companies and subcontractors are willfully negligent, reckless and 

careless for ignoring the requests of citizens to stop putting smart meters in their 

homes, even though they are well aware that smart meters are continuing to 

cause fires. 

Fires have occurred in the following states and provinces: Michigan, California (a 

case of one death from a smart meter fire was settled out of court), Florida, 

Tennessee, Texas, Illinois, Georgia, Vermont, Maine, Nevada, Oregon, District of 

Columbia, British Columbia, Quebec (where there were 3 deaths before 

Christmas), and Australia. 

• P 
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Electric companies and subcontractors have clearly been engaging in'unfair and 

deceptive practices. -

We believe that electric companies and their subcontractors violated the Unfair 

Trade Practices and Consumer Protection Law, 73 P.S. 201-1 et seq., for the 

following reasons: 

1. Failure to notify customers of the fires and hazards caused by smart 
meters. 

2. Engaging in fraudulent and deceptive practices which created consumer 

confusion and caused citizens to believe that smart meters are safe. 

In addition, the PUC and electric companies have failed to comply with HB 2200, 
amending Title 66 (Public Utilities of Pa Consolidation Statutes). Specifically, they 
have failed to "insure the health, safety and prosperity of all citizens of this 
commonwealth" by coercing citizens to accept a smart meter or have their 
electricity shut off. In addition, the PUC and electric companies are well aware 
that smart meters cause fires and other physical ailments. 

Wal-Mart and Sam's Club, recently stated that they "simply cannot participate in 
programs requiring any type of direct load control by the utility for safety 
reasons", per Docket No. M-2009-2092655 - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission, Smart Meter Technology Procurement and Installation 
Plans. 

If it is not safe for a major corporation, then how can it be safe for us? 

Pennsylvania citizens simply cannot participate in the smart meter roll- out due to 

safety concerns! 

Support to stop smart meter roll- outs includes the following: 

-i' it, Hawaii State Representative Kaniela Ing introduced bill HR 146 "Expressing 

support for an immediate moratorium on the installation and promotion of smart 

meters until they are proven safe to public health and the environment, economy, 

and security of the state." 



The Governor pf Illinois vetoed the smart grid. 

The Fairfield, Iowa Water Department proposed to halt implementation of smart 

water meters and to reimburse citizens for opt- out fees for smart water meters. 

Ventura County developed an "opt out" program. 

Palo Alto has been installing smart meters since 2009 but recently stopped the 

installation of smart meters since they had complaints of health problems and 

increased electric costs. They concluded that it makes no economic or functional 

sense to install smart meters now. They found that savings were only 1% for 

residential and 34% for commercial structures. 

Solutions to this extremely important problem include: 

• Remove the smart meter mandate. Stop the roll- out. 

• Remove smart meter charges from our monthly electric bill. We are being 

forced to pay, through Act 129, to have the electric company roll-out smart 

meters, which is a serious fire hazard. It is disgraceful that people are being 

forced to pay for a service that may kill them. 

• Manufacturers, subcontractors and the PUC must be held accountable with 

a mandatory fine of up to $10,000 per day for a smart meter that is not 

removed from a home or business after a 3 day recall notification is given 

to the public. 

• The public should be educated about the dangers of smart meter fires. 

• There should be no charge for smart meter removal or re- installation of an 

analog meter. 

• A bill should be introduced which establishes the responsibility of electric 

provider^, manufacturers and fire companies to report all smart meter 

fires. This information should be easily accessible to the public. 

In conclusion, we believe that we should not be required to install or pay for a 

smart meter because the meters represent a serious and potentially deadly 

fire hazardj Ensuring the safety of the public should be of paramount 

importance! 
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