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Enclosed for filing please find an original plus 2 (two) copies of a Petition for Arbitration of
Interconnection Rates, Terms and Conditions between Core Communications Inc. and
Armstrong Telephone Company North; Armstrong Telephone Company of Pennsylvania;
Buffalo Vailey Telephone Company; Conestoga Telephone & Telegraph Co.; Denver &
Ephrata Telephone and Telegraph; Hancock Telephone Company; Hickory Telephone

Company; Lackawaxen Telecommunications Services, Inc.; Laurel Highland Telephone

Company; North Penn Telephone Company; North Pittsburgh Telephone Company;
North-Eastern Pennsylvania Telephone Company;Palmerton Telephone Company;
Pennsylvania Telephone Company; Pymatuning Independent Telephone Company; South
Canaan Telephone Company; Venus Telephone Corp.; West Side Telephone Company;
and Yukon Waltz Telephone Company. Core Communications hereby requests that the

Commission establish a docket number for this matter and proceed to make the necessary

determinations requested in the Petition.
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PETITION FOR ARBITRATION

Pursuant to Section 252 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (*Act”), Core
Communications, Inc. (“Core ) hereby requests that the Pennsylvania Public Utility
Commission (“Commission”) arbitrate, on an expedited basis, the terms and conditions of
interconnection between Core and Armstrong Telephone Company North; Armstrong
Telephone Company of Pennsylvania; Buffalo Valley Telephone Company;
Conestoga Telephone & Telegraph Co.; Denver & Ephrata Telephone and
Telegraph; Hancock Telephone Company; Hickory Telephone Company;
Lackawaxen Telecommunications Services, Inc.; Laurel Highland Telephone
Company; North Penn Telephone Company; North Pittsburgh Telephone
Cdmpany; North-Eastern Pennsylvania Telephone Company;Palmerton Telephone
Company; Pennsylvania Telephone Company; Pymatuning Independent Telephone
Company; South Canaan Telephone Company; Venus Telephone Corp.;
West Side Telephone Company; and Yukon Waltz Telephone Company. The
aforementioned companies have been negotiating an interconnection agreement
collectively as members of the Rural Telephone Company Coalition (“RTCC”),
represented by the same counsel. As such, Core is requesting a consolidated arbitration
of the interconnection rates, terms and conditions with all of the aforementioned
companies, who hereinafter, shall be referred to as the RTCC for purposes of this
Petition.

In essence, despite numerous discussions and exchanges of information during

months of negotiations, the RTCC has simply refused to engage in good faith



negotiations with Core concerning several substantive terms and conditions of
Interconnection.

Core accordingly requests that the Commission commence arbitration pursuant to
section 252 of the Act to resolve the open interconnection 1ssues between the parties,
enter an order addressing the issues raised by Core in the Statement of Disputed Issues
attached hereto as Appendix 2, and require the RTCC to accept all terms and conditions
presented by Core that are mandated by applicable law and regulations. Further, to the
extent that the disputed issues are not specifically controlled by established law and
regulations, Core requests that the Commission resolve each of the disputed issues listed
in the attached Statement of Disputed Issues (Appendix 2) by ordering the RTCC to

incorporate Core ’s positions in the interconnection agreement that is ultimately executed

by the parties.
In further support of this Petition, Core states as follows:
PARTIES

1, Core Communications Inc. is a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier (“"CLEC”)

authorized to provide competitive local exchange services in Pennsylvania..

2 The RTCC companies are incumbent local exchange carriers (“ILECs”) in
Pennsylvania.

JURISDICTION
3. The Comimission has jurisdiction over Core’s petition pursuant to section

252(b)(1) of the Act, 47 U.S.C. § 252(b)(1). Under the Act, parties to a requested



negotiation under section 252 may; at any time during the period from the 135 to the
L . . . - . -
160 day (inclusive) after the date on which an incumbent local exchange carrier receives

a request for negotiation, petition the Commission for arbitration of any issues that
remain open at that time. 47 U.S.C. § 252(b).

4. As discussed more fully below, Core requested negotiations with RTCC on
August 17, 2005, and the RTCC companies received the requests on August 19, 2005.
The arbitration window accordingly opened on January 2, 2006 and closes after January

26. 2006

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY OF NEGOTIATIONS

5. On August 17, 2005, Core sent to the RTCC companies, by Federal Express 2
day delivery or certified U.S. Mail, a series of bona fide requests for interconnection,
requesting that the RTCC companies promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to
establish an interconnection agreement, which the RTCC companies duly received on or
after August 19, 2005'. Additionally, Core stated that this agreement should incorporate
the particular terms and conditions that fulfill RTCC’s duties under the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252.% Copies of these letters
were filed with the Commission Secretary on August 22, 2005 along with Core’s
Amen;ied Application for Certification as a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier
throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania pursuant to the Commission’s
requirements.

6. By letter dated August 25, 2005, Attormey Regina Matz of Thomas, Thomas,

' Appendix 3 (August 17, 2005 letters from Christopher Van De Verg to the RTCC companies, requesting

negotiation of Interconnection Agreements).
!
< 1d.



Armstrong & Niesen indicated that her firm would be representing the RTCC Companies
in a collective negotiation of an the interconnection agreement. 3

7. On August 29 and August 30, 2005, Core sent follow-up correspondence to the
RTCC, by Federal Express 2 day delivery, which included Core’s initial “draft” proposal
for an interconnection agreement as a basis for further discussion.* An electronic copy of
Core’s initial proposal was sent via email to Ms. Matz on August 30, 2005.

8. The RTCC never provided specific language edits or a concrete counterproposal
to Core’s proposal. Instead, by letter dated October 19, 2005, the RTCC responded to
Core’s bona fide requests for interconnection and draft proposal with a draft proposal of
its own.”

9, On November 22, 2005 and November 29, 2005, Core responded by email to the
RTCC’s initial draft proposal and requested an electronic version of the proposal
questions and requested RTCC’s comments on Core’s proposed Interconnection
Agreement.6

10. On December 6, 2005, Core provided the RTCC with a redlined counterproposal
to the RTCC’s initial draft interconnection agreement.’

11.  On December 15, 2005, Core requested that the parties schedule a negotiating

session to discuss the interconnection proposals, and in response, the RTCC suggested a

> Appendix 4 (August 25, 2005 letter from Regina Matz to Christopher Van de Verg)

* Appendix 5 (August 29, 2005 letter from Christopher Van de Verg to Regina Matz, enclosing Core’s
initial draft proposal for an ICA and follow-up emails dated August 30, 2005)

? Appendix 6 (October 19, 2005 letter from Regina Matz to Christopher Van de Verg) and Appendix 7
(RTCC initial draft interconnection proposal)

¢ Appendix 8 (November 22, 2005 and November 29, 2005 emails from Chris Van de Verg to Patricia
Armstrong}.

’ Appendix 9 (December 6, 2005 Core redline counterproposal to RTCC initial draft ICA and
acconipanying email).



conference call during the week of January 3-6, 2006.°

12. By email dated December 26, 2005, Core notified the RTCC that it had made
several additional modifications to the RTCC’s proposed ICA, namely, eliminating
references to “POI”, clarifying the process to establish “IP’s”, and clarifying that the
parties may lease entrance facility-type interconnection from third parties.’

13. By email dated December 26, 2005, Core explained its expectation to go through
the RTCC’s proposal line-by-line, page-by-page to flesh out existing issues.'”

14, On January 3, 2006, a negotiation session was held via teleconference to discuss
the RTCC’s proposal and Core’s counterproposal.

15. On January 12, 2006, with no reasonable progress being made in negotiations
with RTCC, Core filed a Status Report on Interconnection Negotiations with the
Commission Secretary, indicating that arbitration would most likely be necessary.

16. By email dated January 19, 2005, Chris Van De Verg provided the RTCC with
citations to legal authorities in support of Core’s ICA proposal and requested specific
authorities in support of the RTCC’s position. Core also provided a preliminary list of
open issues between Core and the RTCC companies.'?

17.  Notwithstanding Core’s efforts to engage the RTCC companies in discussions, the
RTCC has simply refused to engage in good faith negotiations with Core concerning
several substantive terms and conditions of interconnection. At the heart of these

disputes between the parties, the RTCC has refused to accept its well settled obligation to

* Appendix 10 (December 15, 2005 email from Chris Van de Verg and responsive email from Patricia
Armstrong dated December 19, 2005).

? Appendix 11 (December 26 email from Chris Van de Verg to Patricia Armstrong with attached redlined
proposal)

' Appendix 12 {December 26 email from Chris Van de Verg to Patricia Armstrong)

"' Appendix 13 ( January 12, 2006 Status Report on Interconnection Negotiations)

2 Appendix 14 (January 19, 2006 email from Chris Van de Verg with attached legal authority and
preliminary list of issues)



pay reciprocal compensation for Section 251(b) (5) Traffic or intercarrier compensation
for ISP-bound traffic as required by the Act, the FCC Rules, and the ISP Remand Order.
Although the RTCC is of course free to propose terms that differ from the requirements
of the Act, Core clearly rejected the RTCC’s compensation proposals, and has repeatedly
demonstrated its intention to negotiate an agreement with the RTCC that 1s based on the
requirements of the Act. The RTCC simply has not reciprocated by negotiating with Core
based on those requirements. A detailed Statement of Disputed Issues 1s attached hereto

as Appendix 2.

DISPUTED ISSUES

18.  While the detailed Statement of Disputed Issues attached hereto as Appendix 2
outlines several differences between the parties, the most critical issues in dispute
between Core and the RTCC concern the well settled legal obligation of the parties to pay

reciprocal compensation. '

13 As rural ILECs, The RTCC companies are not “exempt” from their duty to engage in good faith
interconnection negotiations with Core. At page 15 in the Petition of Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon

. Wireless et al, Docket Nos. P-00021995 - P-00022001, P-00022005 - P-000220015, {Opinion and Order
entered January 18, 2003), the Commission noted the conclusions of ALJ Weismandel on this issue. The
ALJ concluded that the Rural ILECs’ exemption did not relieve them of the duty to engage in negotiations
and, if necessary, compulsory arbitration, conceming the issues of indirect interconnection and reciprocal
compensation. {L.D. at 11). He disagreed with the Rural ILECs’ claim that the exemption relieved them of
the compulsory arbitration provisions of TA96 § 252(b). The ALJ provided the following rationale in
support of his recommendation:

The rural exemnption set forth in Section 251(f)(1) of TA-96, by its own
terms, only exempts a rural telephone company from the obligations set
forth in Section 251(c) [“Subsection (¢} of this section shall not apply to a
rural telephone company . . .” Section 251 (f)(1}(A), emphasis added].
The obligations set forth in Section 251(a) of TA-96 apply to all
telecommunications camriers, including afl of the Rural ILECs. Included
among the Section 251(a) obligations of the Rural ILECs is “the duty . ..
to interconnect directly or indirectly with the facilities and equipment of
other telecommunications carriers”. TA-96, Section 251(a). The
obligations set forth in Section 251(b) of TA-96 apply to all local
exchange carriers, including all of the Rural ILECs. Included among the
obligations of the Rural ILECs is “[t]he duty to establish reciprocal
compensation arrangements for the transport and termination of



19. With regard to “local” Section 251(b)(5) traffic, Core has proposed that the
parties pay reciprocal compensation to each other for the transport and termination of
Section 251(b)(3) Traffic, as required by the FCC’s rules set forth in 51 C.F.R. §§701 et
seq. (Subpart H—Reciprocal Compensation for Transport and Termination of
Telecommunications Traffic). In sharp contrast, the RTCC insists that the parties
exchange Section 251(b)(5) traffic at “bill-and-keep” rates — in essence, creating a
reciprocal compensation rate of zero.

20. Similarly, Core maintains that the parties are also bound by the FCC’s ISP
Remand Order in connection with intercarrier compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic.
Since the RTCC has not “elected™ to adopt the FCC’s pricing caps as set forth in
paragraph 89 of the ISP Remand Order, '* the ISP Remand Order requires the RTCC to
“exchange [SP-bound traffic at the state-approved or state-arbitrated reciprocal
compensation rates reflected in their contracts.”’® Essentially, because the RTCC has not
opted into the ISP Remand Order's pricing plan, the RTCC remains subject to pay the

same reciprocal compensation rates for ISP-Bound Traffic that the RTCC receives in

telecommunications.” TA-96, Section 251(b}(5). The compulsory
arbitration process established by Section 252(b) and (c} applies to "a
request for interconnection, services, or network elemenis pursuant to
section 2517, TA-96, Section 252(a)(1}, emphasis added. Consequently,
despite the Rural ILECs" Section 251{f)(1) exemption, if they do not reach
a voluntary agreement with Cellco [Verizon Wireless] they are subject to
compulsory arbitration as to the issues of indirect interconnection under
Section 251(a) and reciprocal compensation under Section 23 Hb)(5),
among other issues. Keeping in mind “the relief sought by Cellco
[Verizon Wireless]” as including compulsory arbitration of an
interconnection agreement between Cellco [Verizon Wireless] and the
Rural ILECs pursuant to Section 252(b} of TA-96, the Section 251(f)(1)
exemption is not so much irrelevant as it is inapplicable.

(LD. at 11).

1 ISP Remand Order. at §89.
13 fd.



connection with other non-access traffic—for example, wireless traffic.'® As with local
traffic, the RTCC insists that the parties must exchange ISP-Bound Traffic at “bill-and-
keep” rates -—again creating an intercarrier compensation rate of zero

21. The RTCC’s refusal to acknowledge that reciprocal compensation is payable for
all traffic except interstate or interexchange access traffic 1s contrary to Section 251

(b)(5) of the Act and FCC rules implementing Section 251(b)(5). The RTCC’s refusal to
acknowledge that intercarrier compensation for ISP-bound traffic is payable is contrary to

the ISP Remand Order"”.

22. Section 251(c)(1) of the Act provides that [LECs have a “duty to negotiate in
good faith...... the particular terms and conditions of (interconnection) agreements to
fulfill the duties described in paragraphs (1) through (5) of subsection (b) and this
subsection.” The Act further provides that a refusal to negotiate constitutes a violation of

this duty. Section 252 (b) of the Act states: “Refusal to Negotiate. The Refusal of any

other party to the negotiation to participate further in the negotiations .... shall be
considered a failure to negotiate in good faith.”

23. Similarly, Rule 51.301 identifies two types of conduct that, by definition,
constitute violations of the duty to negotiate in good faith.'"® This rule states that a carrier
violates the duty by “intentionally obstructing or delaying negotiations or resolutions of
19

disputes.

24.  The RTCC’s continued refusal to agree to interconnection terms and conditions

16

Opinion and Order, Joint Pertition of Nextlink Pennsyivania, Inc. et al., PAPUC Docket Nos, P-
00991648 and P-00991649

" Order on Remand and Report and Order, /n the Matter of the Implememation of the Local
Competition Provisions in the Telecommunications Act of 1996—Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound
Traffic, CC Docket No. 96-98, at 36 (Rel. April 27, 2001)(“/SP Remand Order™).

® 47 C.F.R. 51.301(c)

47 C.F.R. 51.301(c)8)



that are mandated by applicable law and regulations has resulted in the interconnection
negotiations being completely stalled. In essence, the RTCC’s refusal to acknowledge
the effect of controlling law on basic interconnection terms and conditions is the central
cause of the breakdown in these negotiations, and should not be considered negotiating in
“good faith,”.*

25. The FCC has emphasized that “aggressive enforcement” by state commissions of
the duty to negotiate in good faith is essential to ensure that “arbitrations that result in
completed interconnection agreements that will afford consumers a choice of service
providers over the long term.”! Accordingly, the FCC has directed state commissions “to
enforce vigorously all carriers’ duty to negotiate in good faith.”*? Noting that this duty is
“a vital component of the Act”, at least one state commission has authorized a party to a
negotiation to request sanctions if it believes that another party 1s obstructing the
negotiation process.23
26. To carry out the FCC’s directive, the Commission should immediately order the

RTCC to accept those terms and conditions presented by Core that are mandated by

applicable law and regulations, including, at a minimum, Core’s proposals with respect to

20 gee also, Petition of Celico Parimership d/b/a Verizon Wireless et al, Docket Nos. P-00021995 - P-
00022001, P-00022005 - P-000220015, (Opinion and Order entered January 18, 2005) at page 21, where
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission stated: “...we conclude that the Rural ILECs’ interpretation of
their legal responsibilities under TA96 §§ 251 and 252, that they are not subject to compulsory and binding
arbitration of unresolved issues that may arise in the course of negotiations with Verizon Wireless, would
constitute a violation of the general obligation of incumbent local exchange carriers to engage in good faith
negotiations. See 47 C.F.R. § 51.301{c)(6).”" We would agree with the statements of Nextel that, at this
juncture, the lack of binding arbitration on unresolved issues could result in an open-ended process which
would run counter to the goals of TA96...."

2! MCI Preemption Order, paragraph 35,

* Id, at paragraph 29
B Order, Implementation of Mediation and Arbitration Provisions of the Federal Telecommunications Act
of 1996, Case No. 96-463-TP-UNC, 1996 Ohio PUC Lexix 434, at 13-14(Ohio P.S.C. July 18, 1996).



implementation of reciprocal compensation and intercarrier compensa‘(ion.z‘1 Such an
order would not only give meaning to the requirement to négotiate in good faith, 1t would
also eliminate the primary disputes between the parties, clearing the way for a negotiated
resolution of other, less significant disputed issues.

Expeditious Resolution of Disputed Issues

27. Core respectfully requests that the Commission address and resolve these issues
on an expedited basis. Failing to do so would reward the RTCC’s delaying and
obstructive behavior while unnecessarily preventing Core from providing competitive
services to Pennsylvania customers.

28.  In furtherance of its request for resolution on an expedited basis, Core is
submitting all potentially relevant documents as required by Section 252 (b)(2), including
relevant correspondence between the parties and relevant drafts of the proposed

Interconnection Agreements.

Relief Requested

WHEREFORE, Core requests that the Commission commence an arbitration
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act to resolve the issues raised by Core in the Statement of
Disputed Issues attached hereto as Appendix 2, and enter an order requiring the RTCC
companies to accept all terms and conditions proposed by Core that are mandated by
applicable law and regulations, including, at a minimum, Core’s proposals with respect to
implementation of reciprocal compensation and intercarrier compensation . Alternatively,
Core requests that the Commission resolve each of the disputed issues listed in the

attached Statement of Disputed Issues (Appendix 2) in an expedited proceeding and order

** Appendix 2 sets forth the List of Disputed Issues in detail



the RTCC to incorporate Core ’s positions in the interconnection agreement that is

ultimately executed by the parties.

Respectfully Submitted,

Core Communications, Inc.

BY W/M

Renardo L. Hicks
Attorney ID No 40404
Michael A. Gruin,
Attorney ID No. 78625
Stevens & Lee

17 N. 2nd St

16th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17101
Tel. (717) 234-1090
Fax (610) 988-0852
FOR:

CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

[ hereby certify that on this 25th day of January, 2006 copies of the foregoing document
have been served, via hand delivery, upon the persons listed below in accordance with the

requirements of 52 Pa Code Sections 1.54 and 1.55 of the Commission's rules.

Patricia Armstrong

Thomas, Thomas Armstrong & Niesen
212 Locust Street

PO Box 9500

Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500

Counsel for the RTCC companies

Office of Consumer Advocate
555 Walnut Street

5" Floor, Forum Place
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923

Office of Small Business Advocate
Commerce Building, Suite 1102
300 North Second Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101

PUC Office of Trial Staff
Commonwealth Keystone Building
2nd Floor, F West

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Respectfully submitted,

WZM

Renardo L. Hicks, Esq.
Stevens & Lee
Attorney ID No.: 40404
17 N. 2nd St.

16th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17101
Tel. (717) 234-1090
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[AMENDED, EXTENDED AND RESTATED] AGREEMENT

PREFACE

This Agreehent shall be deemed effective as of **Date** (the “Effective Date”), between Core
Communications, Inc. ("Core”), a corporation organized under the laws of the District of
Columbia, with offices at 209 West Street, Suite 302, Annapolis, MD 21401 and ***RLEC

Acronym TXT***, a corporation organized under the laws of the of
with offices at and Core may be

referred to hereinafter, each, individually as a “Party”, and, collectively, as the "Parties”).

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

In consideration of the mutual promises contained in this Agreement, and intending to be legally
bound, pursuant to Section 252 of the Act, ***RLEC Acronym TXT**" and Core hereby agree as

follows:

1. The Agreement

a. This Agreement includes: (a) the Principal Document and, (b) an Order by a
Party that has been accepted by the other Party.

b. Except as otherwise expressly provided in the Principal Document (inctuding, but
not limited to, the Pricing Attachment), confiicts among provisions in the Principat Document,
Tariffs, and an Order by a Party that has been accepted by the other Party, shall be resolved in
accordance with the following order of precedence, where the document identified in subsection
“(a)” shall have the highest precedence: (a) the Principal Document; (b) the Tariffs; and, {¢) an
Order by a Farty that has been accepted by the other Party. The fact that a provision appears in
the Principal Document but not in a Tariff, or in a Tariff but not in the Principal Document, shall
not be interpreted as, or deemed grounds for finding, a conflict for the purposes of this Section 0.

cC. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties on the
subject matter hereof, and supersedes any prior or contemporaneous agreement, understanding,
or representation, on the subject matter hereof, provided, however, notwithstanding any other
provision of this Agreement or otherwise, this Agreement is an amendment, extension and
restatement of the Parties' prior interconnection and resale agreement(s), if any, and, as such,
this Agreement is not intended to be, nor shall it be construed to create, a novation or accord and
satisfaction with respect to any prior interconnection or resale agreements and, accordingly, ail
monetary obligations of the Parties to one another under any prior interconnection or resale
agreements shall remain in full force and effect and shall constitute monetary obiigations of the
Parties under this Agreement Except as otherwise provisioned in the Principal Document, the
Principal Document may not be waived or modified except by a written document that is signed .
by the Parties. Subject to the requirements of Applicable Law, a Party shall have the right to add,
modify, or withdraw, its Tariff(s) at any time, without the consent of, or noiice to, the other Party.

2. Term and Termination

This Agreement shall be effective as of the Effective Date and, unless cancelied or terminated
earlier in accordance with the terms hereof, shall continue in effect until =*Date CO™* (the "Initial
Term"). Thereafter, this Agreement shail continue in force and effect unless and until cancelied
or terminated as provided in this Agreement.

a. Either Core or ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** may terminate this Agreement effective
upon the expiration of the Initial Term or effective upon any date after expiration of the Initial Term
by providing written nofice of termination at least ninety (90} days in advance of the date of
termination.
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b. If either Core or ***RLEC Acronym TXT™* provides notice of termination and on
or before the proposed date of termination either Core or ***RLEC Acronym TXT™** has
requested negotiation of a new interconnection agreement, uniess this Agreement is cancelled or
terminated eartier in accordance with the terms hereof (inciuding, but not limited to, pursuant to
Section 0), this Agreement shall remain in effect until the earlier of: (&) the effective date of a new
interconnection agreement between Core and *"*RLEC Acronym TXT***; or, (b) the date one (1)
year aiter the proposed date of termination.

eeee €. . If either Core or **RLEC Acronym TXT " provides notice of termination and by
11 59 PM Eastern Time on the proposed date of iermination neither Core nor ™**RLEC Acronym
TXT*** has requested negotiation of a new interconnection agreement, (&) this Agreement will
terminate af 11:59 PM Eastern Time on the proposed date of termination, and (b} the Services
being provided under this Agreement at the time of termination will be terminated, except to the
extent that the Purchasing Party has requested that such Services continue to be provided
pursuani 1o an applicable Tariff or Statement of Generally Available Terms (SGAT).

3. Attachments

The following Attachments are a part of this Agreement:
Interconnection Attachment

Fricing Attachment

4, Applicable Law

The construction, interpretation and performance of this Agreement shall be governed by (a) the
laws of the United States of America and (b) the laws of the State of [State], without regard to its
conflicts of laws rules. All disputes relating to this Agreement shall be resolved through the
application of such laws.

a. Each Party shall remain in compliance with Applicable Law in the course of
performing this Agreement.

b. Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or failure in performance by it
that results from requirements of Applicable Law, or acts or failures to act of any governmental
entity or official.

c. if any provision of this Agreement shall be invalid or unenforceable under
Applicable Law, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not invalidate or render unenforceable
any other provision of this Agreement, and this Agreement shall be consirued as if it did not
contain such invalid or unenforceable provision; provided, that if the invalid or unenforceable
provision is a material provision of this Agreement, or the invalidity or unenforceability materially
atfects the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder or the abiiity of @ Party to perform any
material provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly renegotiate in good faith and
amend in writing this Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable revisions to this
Agreement as may be required in order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law.

d. if any legislative, regulatory, judicial or other governmental decision, order,
determination or action, or any change in Applicable Law, materially affects any material provision
of this Agreement, the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder, or the ability of a Party to
perform any material provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly renegotiate in good
faith and amend in writing this Agreement in order to make such mutually accepiable revisions to
this Agreement as may be required in order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law. If
within thirty {30) days of the effective date of such decision, determination, action or change, the
Parties are unable 1o agree in writing upon mutually acceptable revisions to this Agreement,
either Party may pursue any remedies available to it under this Agreement, at law, in equity, or
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otherwise, including, but not limited to, instituting an appropriate proceeding before the
Commission, the FCC, or a court of competant jurisdiction, without first pursuing dispute
resolution in accordance with Section 0 of this Agreement.

5. Assignment

Neither Party may assign this Agreement or any right or inierest under this Agreement, nor
delegate any abligation under this Agreement, without the prior written consent of the other Party,
which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed. Any attempted
assignment or delegation in violation of this Section 0 shall be void and ineffective and constitute -

default of this. Agreement.
6. Authorization

a. **RLEC Acronym TXT** represents and warranis that it is a corporation duly
organized, validly existing and in good standing under the laws of the *Incorporation State-
Commonwealth TXT*** of ***incorporation State TXT™* and has full power and authority to
execute and deliver this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

b. - Core represents and warrants that it is a corporation duly organized, validly
existing and in good standing under the laws of the ™ CLEC Incorporation State-Commonwealth
TXT™* of ***CLEC State of Incorporation MC***, and has full power and authority to execute and
deliver this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

C. Core Certification.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, “*RLEC Acronym TXT™** shall have no
obligation to perform under this Agreement until such time as Core has obtained such FCC and
Commission authorization as may be required by Applicable Law for conducting business in
[State]. Core shall not place any orders under this Agreement until it has obtained such
authorization. Core shall provide proof of such authorization to *™RLEC Acronym TXT™** upon
request.

7. Billing and Payment; Disputed Amounts

a. Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, each Party shall submit to the
other Party on a monthly basis in an itemized form, statement(s) of charges incurred by the other
Party under this Agreement:

b. Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, payment of amounts billed for
Services provided under this Agreement, whether billed on & monthly basis or as otherwise
provided in this Agreement, shall be due, in immediately available U.S. funds, on the later of the
following dates (the “Due Date"): (a} the due date specified on the billing Party's statement; or (b)
twenty (20} days after the date the statement is received by the billed Party. If any portion of an
amount billed by a Party under this Agreement is subject to a good faith dispute between the
Parties, the biled Party shal! give notice to the billing Party of the amounts it disputes ("Disputed
Amounts”) and include in such notice the specific details and reasons for disputing each item. A
Party may also dispute prospectively with a single notice a class of charges that it disputes.
Notice of a dispute may be given by a Party af any time, either before or after an amount is paid,
and a Party's payment of an amount shall not constitute & waiver of such Party’s right to
subsequently dispute its obligation to pay such amount or to seek a.refund of any amount paid.
The billed Party shail pay by the Due Date all undisputed amounts. Billing dispuies shall be
subject 1o the terms of Section 11, Dispute Resolution.

C. Charges due to the biliing Party that are not paid by the Due Date, shall be
subject to a fate payment charge. The late payment charge shall be in an amount specified by
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the billing Party which shal! not exceed a rate of one-and-one-half percent (1.5%) of the overdue
amount (inciuding any unpaid previously billed late payment charges) per manth.

d. Although it is the intent of both Parties to submit timely statements of charges,
failure by either Party to present statements to the other Party in a timely manner shall not
constitute a breach or defauit, or a waiver of the right to payment of the incurred charges, by the
billing Party under this Agreement, and, except for assertion of a provision of Applicable Law that
limits the period in which a suit or other proceeding can be brought before a court or other

. governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction to collect amounts due, the billed Party shall not be
entitled to dispute the billing Party's statement(s) based on the billing Party's failure to submit
them in a timely fashion.

8. Confidentiality

a. As used in this Section, “Confidential Information” means the following
information that is disclosed by one Party {"Disclosing Party”) to the other Party (“Receiving
Party”) in connection with, or anticipation of, this Agreement:

i. Books, records, documents and other information disclosed in any audit;
ii. Any forecasting information provided pursuant to this Agreement;

iii. Customer information (except to the extent that (a) the Customer
information is published in a directory, (b) the Customer information is disclosed through or in the
cotrse of furnishing & Telecommunications Service, such as a Directory Assistance Service,
Operator Service, Caller ID or similar service, or LIDB service, or (c) the Customer to whom the
Customer Information is related has authorized the Receiving Party to use and/or disclose the
Customer Information);

. iv. information related to specific facilities or equiprment (including, but not
iimited to, cable and pair informattony;

V. any information that is in wriiten, graphic, electromagnetic, or other
tangible form, and marked at the time of disclosure as “"Confidential” or “Proprietary.” and

i, any information that is communicated orally or visually and declared o
the Receiving Party at the time of disciosure, and by written notice with a statement of the
information given to the Recelving Party within ten (10) days after disclosure, to be "Confidential
or “Proprietary”.

b. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, a Party shall have the
right to refuse to accept receipt of information which the other Party has identified as Confidential
Information.

c. Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the Receiving Party shall:

i. use the Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party only
in performance of this Agreement; and

fi. using the same degree of care that it uses with similar confidential
information of its own (but in no case a degree of care that is Jess than commercially reasonable),
hold Cenfidential Information received from the Disclosing Party in confidence and restrict
disclosure of the Confidential Information solely to those of the Receiving Party's Affiliates and
the directors, officers, employees, Agents and contractors of the Receiving Party and the
Receiving Party's Affiliates, that have a need to receive such Confidential Information in order to
perform the Receiving Party’s obligations under this Agreement. The Receiving Party's Affiliates
and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and contractors of the Receiving Party and the
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Receiving Party’s Affiliates, shall be required by the Receiving Party to comply with the provisions
of this Section 0 in the same manner as the Receiving Party. The Receiving Party shall be liable
for any failure of the Receiving Party’s Affiliates or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or
contractors of the Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates, to comply with the
provisions of this Section.

jii. The Receiving Party shall return or destroy all Confidential Information
received from the Disclosing Party, including any copies made by the Receiving Party, within
thirty (30) days after a written request by the Disciosing Party is delivered to the Receiving Party,
‘except for (a) Confidential Information that the Receiving Party reasonably requires to perform its
obligations under this Agreement, and {(b) one copy for archival purposes only.

d. Unless otherwise agreed, the abligations of this Section do not apply 1o
information that:

i was, at the time of receipi, already in the possession of or known to the -
Receiving Party free of any obligation of confidentiality and restriction on use;

ii. is or becomes publicly available or known through no wrongful act of the
Receiving Party, the Receiving Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or
contractors of the Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates;

iii. is rightfully received from a third person having no direct or indirect
obligation of confidentiality or restriction on use to the Disciosing Party with respect to such
information;

iv. is independently developed by the Receiving Party,

V. is approved for disclosure or use by written authorization of the
Disclosing Party {inciuding, but not limited to, in this Agreement}; or

vi, is required to be disclosed by the Receiving Party pursuant to Applicable
Law, provided that the Receiving Pariy shall have made commercially reasonabie efiorts to give
adequate notice of the requirement to the Disclosing Party in order to enable the Disclosing Party
to seek protective arrangements.

e. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, the Receiving Party may use and
disclose Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party to the extent necessary to
enforce the Receiving Party’s rights under this Agreement or Applicable Law. In making any such
disclosure, the Receiving Party shall make reasonable efforts to preserve the confidentiality and
restrict the use of the Confidential Information while it is in the possession of any person to whom
it is disclosed. including, but not imited to, by requesting any governmental entity to whom the
Confidential Information is disclosed fo treai it as confidential and restrict its use to purposes
related to the proceeding pending before it.

f. The Disclosing Party shall retain all of the Disclasing Party’s right, title and
interest in any Confidential Information disclosed by the Disclosing Party to the Receiving Party.
Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, no license is granted by this
Agreement with respect io any Confidential information (including, but not limited to, under any
patent, frademark or copyright), nor is any such license to be implied solely by virtue of the
disclosure of Confidential Information.

g. The provisions of this Section shall be in addition to and not in derogation of any
provisions of Applicable Law, including, but not limited to, 47 U.S.C. § 222, and are not intended
to constitute a waiver by a Party of any right with regard to the use, or protection of the '
confidentiality of, CPNI provided by Applicable Law.
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h. Each Party's obligations under this Section shall survive expiration, cancellation
or termination of this Agreement,

9. Counterparts

This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an
original and al! of which together shail constitute one and the same instrument.

10. Default

If either Party {"Defaulting Party”) fails to make a payment required by this Agreement {including,
but not limited o, any payment required by Section 0 of undisputed amounts to the billing Party)
or materially breaches any other material provision of this Agreement, and such failure or breach
continues for thirty (30} days after written notice thereof from the other Party, the other Party may,
upon obtaining the express approval of the Commission, FCC, or court of competent jurisdiction,
{a} suspend the provision of any or all Services hereunder, or (b} cancel! this Agreement and
terminaie the provision of all Services hereunder.

11. Dispute Resolution

Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, any dispute between the Parties regarding the
interpretation or enforcement of this Agreement or any of its terrns shall be addressed by good
faith negotiation between the Parties. To initiate such negotiation, a Party must provide to the
other Party written notice of the dispule that includes both a detailed description of the dispute or
alleged nonperformance and the name of an individual who will serve as the initiating Party's
represeniative in the negotiation. The other Party shall have ten Business Days to designate its
own representative in the negotiation. The Parties' representatives shall meet at least once
within 45 days after the date of the initiating Party's written notice in an attempt to-reach a good
faith resolution of the dispute. Upon agreement, the Parties' representatives may utilize other
alternative dispute resolution procedures such as private mediation to assist in the negotiations. If
the Parties have been unable to resolve the dispute within 45 days of the date of the initiating
Party’'s written notice, either Party may pursue any remedies available to it under this Agreement,
at law, in equity, or otherwise, including, but not limited to, instituting an appropriaie proceeding
before the Commission, the FCC, or a court of competent jurisdiction.

12. Good Faith Performance

The Parties shall act in good faith in their performance of this Agreement. Except as otherwise
expressly stated in this Agreement (including, but not limited to, where consent, approval,
agreement or a simifar action is stated to be within a Party’s sole discretion), where consent,
approval, mutual agreement or a similar action is required by any provision of this Agreement,
such action shall not be unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed.

13. Headings

The headings used in the Principal Document are inserted for convenience of reference only and
are not intended to be a part of or to affect the meaning of the Principal Document.

14. Indemnification

Each Party ("Indemnifying Party”) shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the other Party
("Indemnified Party”), the Indemnified Party’s Affiliates, and the directors, officers and employees
of the Indemnified Party and the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, from and against any and all
Claims that arise out of bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, or desiruction or
loss of, tangible real and/or personal property of any person, to the exient such injury, death,
damage, destruction or loss, was proximately caused by the grossly negligent or intentionalty
wrongful acts or omissions of the Indemnifying Party, the Indemnifying Party's Affiliates, or the
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directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors (excluding the Indemnified Party) of the
Indemnifying Party or the Indemnifying Party's Affiliates, in connection with this Agreement.

a. Indemnification Process.

i As used in this Section 0, "Indemnified Person” means a person whom
an Indemnifying Party is obligated to indemnify, defend and/or hold harmless under Section 0.

ii. An Indemnifying Party's obligations under this Section shall be
conditioned upon the following: o

A, The Indemnified Person: (a) shall give the Indemnifying Party
notice of the Claim promptly after becoming aware thereof (inciuding a statement of facis known
to the indemnified Person related to the Claim and an estimate of the amount thereof); {b) prior to
taking any material action with respect to a Third Party Claim, shall consult with the Indemnifying
Party as 1o the procedure to be followed in defending, settling, or compromising the Claim; (c)
shall not consent to any settiement or compromise of a Third Party Claim without the written
consent of the Indemnifying Party; (d) shall permit the Indemnifying Party to assume the defense
of a Third Party Claim (including, except as provided below,.the compromise or settlement
thereof) at the Indemnifying Party’s own cost and expense, provided, however, that the
Indemnified Person shall have the right 1o approve the Indemnifying Party's choice of legal
counsel.

B. If the Indemnified Person fails to comply with this Section with
respect io 2 Claim, to the extent such failure shall have a material adverse effect upon the
Indemnifying Party, the Indemnifying Party shall be relieved of its obligation to indemnify, defend
and hold harmless the Indemnified Person with respect to such Claim under this Agreement.

il Subject to the provisions below, the Indemnifying Party shall have the
authority to defend and settle any Third Party Claim.

A, With respect to any Third Party Claim, the Indemnified Person
shall be entitled to participate with the Indemnifying Party in the defense of the Claim if the Claim
requests equitable relief or other relief that could affect the rights of the Indemnified Person. In so
participating, the Indemnified Person shall be entitied to employ separate counsel for the defense
at the Indemnified Person’s expense. The indemnified Person shall also be entitled to
participate, at its own expense, in the defense of any Claim, as to any portion of the Claim as to
which it is not entitled to be indemnified, defended and held harmiess by the indemnifying Party.

B. In no event shall the Indemnifying Party settle a Third Party
Claim or consent to any judgment with regard to a Third Party Claim without the prior written
consent of the Indemnified Party, which shall not be unreasonably withheld, condifioned or
delayed. In the event the settiement or judgment requires a contribution from or affects the rights
of an Indemnified Person, the Indemnified Person shall have the right {o refuse such settlement
or judgment with respect to itself and, at its own cost and expense, take over the defense against
the Third Party Claim, provided that.in such event the Indemnifying Party shall not be responsible
for, nor shall it be obligated to indemnify or hold harmless the Indemnified Person against, the
Third Party Claim for any amount in excess of such refused settiement or judgment.’

b. The Indemnified Person shall, in all cases, assert any and all provisions in
applicable Tariffs and Customer contracts that limit liability to third persons as a bar to, or
limitation on, any recovery by a third-person claimant.

C. The indemnifying Party and the Indemnified Person shall offer each other all
reasonable cooperation and assistance in the defense of any Third Party Claim.
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d. Each Party agrees that it will not implead or bring any action against the other
Party, the other Party’s Affiliates, or any of the directors, officers or employees of the other Party
or the other Party’s Affiliates, based on any claim by any person for personal injury or death that
occurs in the course or scope of employment of such person by the other Party or the other
Party's Affiliate and that arises out of perforrnance of this Agreement.

e. Each Party's obligations under this Section 0 shall survive expiration,
cancellation aor termination of this Agreement.

15. intellectual Prdperty

Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, this Agreement shall not be construed as granting
a license with respect to any patent, copyright, trade name, trademark, service mark, trade secret
or any other inteliectual property, now or hereafter owned, controlled or licensable by either Party.
Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, neither Party may use any patent, copyrightable
materials, trademark, trade name, trade secret or other intellectual property right, of the other
Party except in accordance with the terms of a separate license agreement between the Parlies

granting such rights.

Except as stated in Section 14, neither Party.shall have any obligation to defend, indemnify or
hold harmless, or acquire any license or right for the benefit of, or owe any other obligation or
have any liability to, the other Party or its Affiliates or Customers based on or arising from any
Third Party Claim alleging or asserting that the provision or use of any service, facility,
arrangement, or software by either Party under this Agreement, or the performance of any service
or method, either alone or in combination with the other Party, constitutes direct, vicarious or
contributery infringement or inducement to infringe, or misuse or misappropriation of any patent,
copyright, trademark, trade secret, or any other proprietary or inteliectual property right of any
Party or third person. Each Party, however, shall offer to the other reasonable cooperation and
assistance in the defense of any such claim.

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS AGREEMENT, THE PARTIES
AGREE THAT NEITHER PARTY HAS MADE, AND THAT THERE DOES NOT EXIST, ANY
WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, THAT THE USE BY EACH PARTY OF THE OTHER'S
SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT GIVE RISE TO A CLAIM OF
INFRINGEMENT, MISUSE, OR MISAPPROPRIATION OF ANY INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
RIGHT.

16. Joint Work Product

The Principal Document is the joint work product of the Parties, has been negotiated by the
Parties, and shall be fairly inierpreted in accordance with its terms. In the event of any
ambiguities, no inferences shall be drawn against either Party.

17. Law Enforcement

Each Party may cooperate with law enforcement authorities and national security authorities to
the full extent required or permitted by Applicable Law in matters related to Services provided by
it under this Agreement, including, but not limited to, the production of records, the establishment
of new lines or the insiallation of new services on an existing line in order to support law
enforcement and/or national security operations, and, the installation of wiretaps, trap-and-trace
facilities and equipment, and dialed number recording facilities and equipment.

A Party shall not have the obligation to inform the other Party or the Customers of the other Party
of actions taken in cooperating with law enforcement or national security authorities, except to the
extent required by Applicable Law.
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Where a law enforcement or national security request relates to the establishment of lines
(including, but not limited 10, lines established to support interception of communications on other
lines), or the installation of other services, facilities or arrangements, a Party may act to prevent
the other Party from obtaining access to information concerning such lines, services, facilities and
arrangements, through operations support system interfaces.

18. Netwaork Management

Copperation. The Parties will work cooperatively in 2 commercially reasonable manner to install
and maintain a reliable network. Core and **RLEC Acronym TXT*™* will exchange appropriate
information (e.g., netwark information, maintenance contact numbers, escalation procedures, and
information required to comply with requirements of law enforcement and national security
agencies) to achieve this desired refiability. In addition, the Parties will work cooperatively in a
commercially reasonable manner to apply sound network management principles to alleviate or
to prevent traffic congestion and to minimize fraud associated with third number billed calls,
calling card calls, and other services related to this Agreement.

Responsibility for Following Standards. Each Party recognizes a responsibility to follow the
standards that may be agreed 1o between the Parties and to employ characteristics and methods
of operation that will not interfere with or impair the service, network or facililies of the-other Party
or any third parties connected with or invoived directly in the network or facilities of the other.

Except in emergency situations (e.g., situations involving a risk of bodily injury to persons or
damage to tangible property, or an interruption in Customer service} or as otherwise provided in
this Agreement, the Impaired Party shall have given the Interfering Party at least ten (10) days’
prior written notice of the interference or impairment or potential interference or impairment and
the need to correct the condition within said time period; and taken other actions, if any, required
by Applicable Law; and,

Upon carrection of the interference or impairment, the impaired Party will promptly restore the
interrupted or suspended Service. The Impaired Party shall not be obligated to provide an out-of-
service credit allowance or other compensation ta the lnierfering Party in connection with the
suspended Service.

19. Non-Exclusive Remedies

Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, each of the remedies provided under
this Agreement is cumnulative and is in addition to any other remedies that may be available under
this Agreement or at faw or in equity.

20. Notice of Network Changes

if a Party makes a change in the information necessary for the transmission and routing of
services using that Party's facilities or network, or any other change in its facilities or network that
will materially affect the interoperability of its facilities or network with the other Party’s facilities or
network, the Party making the change shall publish notice of the change at least ninety {90) days
in advance of such change, and shall use reasonable efforts, as commercially practicable, to
publish such notice at least one hundred eighty {180) days in advance of the change; provided,
however, that if an earlier publication of notice of a change is required by Applicable Law
(including, but not limited to, 47 CFR 51.325 through 51, 335) notice shall be given at the time
required by Applicable Law.

21. Notices
Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, notices given by one Party to the other Party

under this Agreement:

_ CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC, DRAFT ICA PROPOSAL v. 1.0 {August 28, 2005)
~-Oraft Document for Discussion Purposes Only—

12



a. shall be in writing;

b. shall be delivered (a) personally, (b) by express delivery service with next
Business Day delivery, (c) by First Class, certified or registered U.S. mail, postage prepaid, or {d)
by facsimile telecopy, with a copy delivered in accordance with (a}, (b) or {c), preceding; and

c. shall be delivered to the following addresses of the Parties:
To Core:
Christopher Van de Verg
General Counsel
Core Communications, Inc.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, MD 21401

To ™ RLEC Acronym TXT™:

or to such other address as either Party shall designate by proper notice.

Notices will be deemed given as of the eariier of (a) where there is personal delivery of the notice,
the date of actual receipt, (b) where the notice is sent via express delivery service for next
Business Day delivery, the next Business Day after the notice is sent, (c) where the notice is sent
via First Class U.S. Mail, three (3) Business Days after mailing, {d) where notice is sent via
certified or regisiered U.S. mail, the date of receipt shown on the Postal Service receipt, and (g)
where the notice is sent via facsimile telecopy, if the notice is sent on a Business Day and before
5 PM. in the time zone where it is received, on the date set forth on the telecopy confirmation, ar
if the notice is sent on a non-Business Day or if the notice is sent after 5 PM in the time zone
where it js received, the next Business Day after the date se! forth on the telecopy confirmation.

22. Ordering and Maintenance

Core shall use **"RLEC Acronym TXT"**'s electronic Operations Support System access
platforms to submit Orders and requests for maintenance and repair of Services, and tc engage
in other pre-ordering, ordering, provisioning, maintenance and repair transactions. If **RLEC
Acronym TXT™** has not yet deployed an electronic capability for Core to perform a pre-ordering,
ordering, provisioning, maintenance or repair, transaction offered by ***RLEC Acronym TXT***,
Core shall use such other processes as ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** has made available for
performing such transaction (including, but not limited, to submission of Orders by telephonic
facsimile transmission and placing trouble reports by voice telephone transmission).

23. Performance Standards

a. © ™RLEC Acronym TXT*** shall provide Services under this Agreement in
accordance with the performance standards required by Applicable Law, including, but not limited
to, Section 251(c) of the Act.
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b. Core shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the
performance standards required by Applicable Law.

24 Predecessor Agreements
Except as stated in Section 0 or as otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties:

a. Any prior interconnection or resale agreement between the Parties for the State
of [State] pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and in effect prior to the Eﬁechve Date is hereby
amended, extended and restated; and

i any Services that were purchased by one Party from the other Party
under & prior interconnection or resale agreement between the Parties for the State of [State]
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and in effect prior to the Effective Date, shall as of the Effective
Date be subject to and purchased under this Agreement.

b. Except as otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties, if a Service purchased by a
Party under a prior interconnection or resale agreement between the Parties pursuant to Section
252 of the Act was subject to a contractual commitment that it would be purchased for a period of
lenger than one month, and such period had not yet expired as of the Effective Date and the
Service had not been terminated prior 1o the Effective Date, to the extent not inconsistent with this
Agreement, such commitment shall remain in effect and the Service will be purchased under this
Agreement; provided, that if this Agreement would materially after the terms of the commitment,
either Party make elect to cancel the commitment.

c. If either Party elects to cancel the commitment pursuant to the proviso in this
Section, the Purchasing Party shall not be liable for any termination charge that would otherwise
have applied. However, If the commitment was cancelled by the Purchasing Party, the Providing
Party shall be entitled to payment from the Purchasing Party of the difierence between the price
of the Service that was actually paid by the Purchasing Party under the commitment and the price
of the Service that would have applied if the commitment had been to purchase the Service only
until the time that the commitment was cancelled.

25. Publicity and Use of Trademarks or Service Marks

A Party, its Affilietes, and their respective contractors and Agents, shall not use the other Party's
trademarks, service marks, logos or other proprietary trade dress, in connection with the sale of
products or services, or in any advertising, press releases, publicity matiers or other promotional
materials, unless the other Party has given its written consent for such use, which consent the
other Party may grant or withhold in its sole discretion.

Neither Party may imply any direct or indirect affiliation with or sponsorship or endorsement of it
or its services or products by the other Party.

Any violation of this Section shall be considered a material breach of this Agreement.
26. References

All references to Sections, Appendices and Exhibits shall be deemed to be references ta
Sections, Appendices and Exhibits of this Agreement unless the context shall otherwise reguire.

Unless the context shall otherwise require, any reference to a Tariff, agreement, technical or
other document {including =" RLEC Acronym TXT™ or third party guides, practices or
handbooks), or provision of Applicable Law, is to such Tariff, agreement, document, or provision
of Applicable Law, as amended and supplemented from time to time (and, in the case of a Tariff
or provision of Applicable Law, to any successor Tariff or provision).

27. Relationship of the Parties
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The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement shall be that of independent contractors and
nothing herein shall be construed as creating any other relationship between the Parties,

a. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall make either Party the employee of the
other, create a partnership, joint venture, or other simitar relationship between the Parties, or
grant to either Party a franchise, disiributorship or similar inierest.

b. Except for provisions herein expressty authorizing a Party to act for another
Party, nothing in this Agreement shall constitute a Party as a legal representative or Agent of the
other Party, nor shall a Party have the right or authority to assume, create or incur any liability or
any obligation of any kind, express or implied, against, in the name or on behalf of the other Party
unless otherwise expressly permitted by such other Party in writing, which permission may be
granted or withheld by the other Party in its soie discretion.

c. Each Party shall have sole authority and responsibility to hire, fire, compensate,
supervise, and otherwise control its employees, Agents and contractors. Each Party shall be
solely responsible for payment of any Social Security or other taxes that it is required by
Applicable Law to pay in conjunction with its employees, Agents and contractors, and for
withholding and remiiting to the applicable taxing authorities any taxes that it is required by
Applicable Law to collect from its employees.

d. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, no Party undertakes
to perform any cbligation of the other Party, whether regulatory or contractual, or to assume any
responsibility for the management of the other Party's business.

e, The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement is a non-exclusive
relationship. :

28, Reservation of Rights

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement, neither Party waives, and each Party
hereby expressly reserves, its rights: (a) to appeal or otherwise seek the reversal of and changes
in any arbitration decision associated with this Agreement; (b} to challenge the lawfuiness of this
Agreement and any provision of this Agreement; (c) to seek changes in this Agreement
(including, but not limited to, changes in rates, charges and the Services that must be offered)
through changes in Applicable Law; (d) to chalienge the lawfulness and propriety of, and to seek
to change, any Applicabie Law, including, but not limited fo any rule, regulation, order or decision
of the Commission, the FCC, or a court of applicable jurisdiction; and (e) to collect debts owed to
it under any prior interconnection or resale agreements. Nothing in this Agreement shall be
deemed to limit or prejudice any position a Party has taken or may take before the Commission,
the FCC, any other state or federal regulatory or legislative bodies, courts of applicable
jurisdiction, or industry fora. The provisions of this Section shall survive the expiration,
cancellation or termination of this Agreement.

29. Subcontractors

A Party may use a contractor of the Party (including, but not limited to, an Affiliate of the Party) to
perform the Party's obligations under this Agreement; provided, that a Party's use of a contractor
shall not release the Party from any duty or liability to fulfill the Party's obligations under this
Agreement.

30.  Successors and Assigns

This Agreement shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their respective
iegal successors and permitted assigns.

31. Survival
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The rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party for acts or emissions occurring prior to the
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, the rights, liabilities and obligations of a
Party under any provision of this Agreement regarding confidential information, indemnification or
defense, or limitation or exclusion of liability, and the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party
under any provision of this Agreement which by its terms or nature is intended to continue beyond
or to be performed after the expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, shall survive
the expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement.

32, Territory

This Agreement applies to the territory in which ***RLEC Acronym TX7*** operates as an
Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier in the State of [State]. *™RLEC Acronym TXT™™ shall be
obligated io provide Services under this Agreement only within this territory.

33. Third Party Beneficiaries

Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, this Agreement is for the sole benefit of the
Parties and their permitied assigns, and nothing herein shall create or be construed to provide
any third-persons (including, bui not limited to, Customers or contractors of a Party) with any
rights (including, but not limited to, any third-party beneficiary rights} hereunder. Except as
expressly set forth in this Agreement, a Party shall have no liability under this Agreement to the
Customers of the other Party or to any other third person.

34. Use of Service

Each Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to ensure that its Cusiomers comply with
the provisions of this Agreement (including, but not limited {o the provisions of appilicable Tariffs)
applicable to the use of Services purchased by it under this Agreement.

35. Waiver

A failure or delay of either Party to enforce any of the provisions of this Agreement, or any rignt or
remedy available under this Agreement or at law or in equity, or to require performance of any of
the provisions of this Agreement, or to exercise any option which is provided under this
Agreement, shall in no way be construed to be a waiver of such provisions, rights, remedies or
options.

36. Warranties

EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY STATED IN THIS AGREEMENT, NEITHER PARTY MAKES OR
RECEIVES ANY WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THE SERVICES
PROVIDED, OR TO BE PROVIDED, UNDER THIS AGREEMENT AND THE PARTIES
DISCLAIM ANY OTHER WARRANTIES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES
OF MERCHANTABILITY, WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE
WARRANTIES AGAINST INFRINGEMENT, AND WARRANTIES ARISING BY TRADE
CUSTOM, TRADE USAGE, COURSE OF DEALING OR PERFORMANCE, OR OTHERWISE.
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SIGNATURE PAGE

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be
executed as of the Effective Date.

Core Communications, Inc. **RLEC Acronym TXT* Company Full Name
. 2*** -
By: By:
Printed: Bret L. Mingo Printed: **RLEC Acronym TXT™* Signing Party's
Name MC*Y*
Title: President Title: ***RLEC Acronym TXT™** Signing Party's Title
MC**Y
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INTERCONNECTION ATTACHMENT

1. General

Each Party shall provide interconnection to the other Party, in accordance with this Agreement,
and in accordance with the standards and requirements governing interconnection set forth in 47
U.S.C. §251, FCC implementing regutations, and state law governing interconnection, at (i) any
technically feasible Point{s) of Interconnection andfor {ii} a fiber mest point to which the Parties
mutually agree under the terms of this Agreement, for the transmission and routing of Teiephone
Exchange Service and Exchange Access.

2. Points of Interconnection

Each Party, at its own expense, shall provide transport facilities to the technically feasible Point(s)
of Interconnection selected by Core.

3. Physical Architecture

a. - Core shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any of the following
methods for intercannection at any of the Point(s) of Interconnection which are established
pursuant o this agreement for the delivery of traffic to ***RLEC Acronym TXT™™:

i. a collocation facility established by Core at a ***RLEC Acronym TXT™™
central office or tandem office where the Point of interconnection is located, in which case Core
shall pay **RLEC Acronym TXT*** applicable collocation charges as set forth in the Collocation
Attachment;

ii. a collocation facility established by a ihird-party, with whom Core has
contracted, at a **"RLEC Acronym TXT**~ central office or tandem office where the Point of
Interconnection is locaied, in which case such third-party (and not Core) shall pay **RLEC
Acronym TXT*™ (any) applicabie collocation charges; and/or

iii. an Entrance Facility and transport {where applicable) leased from
**RLEC Acronym TXT™" as specified in the Pricing Attachment.

b. ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any
of the following methods for interconnection at any of the Poini(s) of Interconnection which are
established pursuant to this agreement for the delivery of traific o Core:

i a coliocation facility established by ***RLEC Acronym TXT*"* at a Core
central office or tandem office where the Point of Interconnection is located, in which case
**RLEC Acronym TXT*** shall pay Core applicable collocation charges as set forth in the
Collocation Attachment;

ii. a collocation facility established by a third-party, with whom ***RLEC
Acronym TXT*** has contracted, at a Core central office or tandem office where the Point of
interconnection is locaied, in which case such third-party (and not **RLEC Acronym TXT™")
shall pay Core (any) applicable collocation charges; and/or

iii. an Entrance Facility and transport (where applicable) leased from Core
as specified in the Pricing Attachment.

C. Trunk Types.
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in interconnecting their networks pursuant to this Attachment, the Parties will use, as appropriate, -
‘the following separate and distinct trunk groups:

i. interconnection Trunks for the transmission and routing of Section
251(b)(5) Traffic, translated LEC IintraLATA toll free service access code (e.g., 800/888/877)
traffic, and IntraLATA Toll Traffic, between their respective Telephone Exchange Service
Customers, Tandem Transit Traffic, and, 1SP-Bound Traffic;

il. -Access Toll Connecting Trunks for the transmission and routing of
Exchange Access traffic, including translated interLATA toli free service access code {e.g.,
800/888/877) traffic, between Core Telephone Exchange Service Customers and purchasers of
Switched Exchange Access Service via a ***RLEC Acronym TXT™* access; and
il Misceilfaneous Trunk Groups as mutually agreed to by the Parties, including, but
not limited 1o (@) choke trunks for traffic congestion and testing; and, (b) untranslated
IntraL ATA/InterLATA toll free service access code {e.g. 800/888/877) traffic.

iv. Other types of trunk groups may be used by the Parties as provided in
other Attachmenis to this Agreement (e.g., 911/E911 Trunks) or in other separate agreements
between the Parties (e.g., Directory Assistance Trunks).

d. in accardance with the terms of this Agreement, the Parties will deploy One-Way
Interconnection Trunks (irunks with traffic going in one direction, including one-way trunks and
uni-directional two-way trunks) and/or Two-Way Interconnection Trunks (trunks with traffic going
in both directions).

e. One-Way Interconnection Trunks.

i Where the Parties use One-Way Interconnection Trunks for the delivery
of traffic from Core to ***RLEC Acronym TXT™**, Core, at Core's own expense, shall:

A. provide its own facilities for delivery of the traffic to the technically
feasible Point({s} of Interconnection; and/or

B. obtain transport for delivery of the traffic to the technically feasible
Point(s) of Interconnection(a} from a third-party, or, (b} if ™ "RLEC Acronym TXT"** offers such
transport pursuant to this Agreement or an applicable ***RLEC Acronym TXT™* Tariff, from
***RLEC Acronym TXT***,

ii. Where the Parties use One-Way Interconnection Trunks for the delivery
of traffic from ™*RLEC Acronym TXT**" to Core, **"RLEC Acronym TXT™, at **RLEC Acronym
TXT***'s own expense, shall:

A provide its own facilities for delivery of the traffic to the technically
feasible Point(s) of Interconnection; and/or

B. obtain transport for delivery of the traffic to the technically
feasible Point(s) of Interconnection(a) from a third-party, or, (b} if Core offers such transport
pursuant to this Agreement or an applicable Core Tariff, from Core.

f. Two-Way Interconnection Trunks.

The Parties do not currently use Two-Way Interconnection Trunks. The Parties may, by mutual
agreemeni, establish terms and conditions to govern Two-Way Interconnection Trunks.

4. Alternative Interconnection Arrangements
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in addition to the foregoing methods of Interconnection, and subject to mutual agreemeni of the
Parties, the Parties may agree to establish a Fiber Meet arrangement.

5. Initiating Interconnection

If Core determines to offer Telephone Exchange Services and to interconnect with ™ RLEC
Acronym TXT*** in any LATA in which ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** also offers Telephone Exchange
Services and in which the Parties are not already intercannected pursuant to this Agreement, .
Core shall provide written notice 1o ***RLEC Acronym TXT*™* of the need to establish
interconnection in such LATA pursuant to this Agreement. The notice provided shall include (a)
the initial Routing Point(s); {b) the applicable technically feasible Point(s) of Interconnection of
Core's choosing to be established in the relevant LATA in accordance with this Agreement; and
(c) Core's intended Interconnection activation date.; Core shall have the sole right to specify any
technically feasibie Point(s}) of interconnection. Core may specify more than one technically
feasible Point(s) of Interconnection in any LATA.

6. Transmission and Routing of Telephone Exchange Service Traffic

a. Trunk Group Connections and Ordering.

i Each Party will identify its Carrier Identification Code, a three or four digit
numeric code obtained from Telcordia, {o the other Party when ordering a trunk group.

ii. Each Party will use commercially reasonable efforts to monitor trunk
groups under its control and to augment those groups using generally accepted trunk-engineering
standards so as to not exceed blocking objeciives. Each Party agrees to use modular trunk-
engineering techniques for trunks subject to this Attachment.

b. Switching System Hierarchy and Trunking Requirements.

For purposes of routing Core traffic to ***RLEC Acronym TXT**", the subtending arrangements
between "*RLEC Acronym TXT*** Tandem Switches and ***RLEC Acronym TXT*™ End Office
Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending arrangements ***RLEC
Acronym TXT™** maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers’ traffic (i.e., traffic will be
routed to the appropriate ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** Tandem subtended by the terminating End
Office serving the **RLEC Acronym TXT*** Cuslomer). For purposes of routing ***RLEC
Acronym TXT*** traffic to Core, the subtending arrangements between Core Tandem Switches
and Core End Office Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending
arrangements that Core maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers’ traffic.

cC. Signaling.

Each Party will provide the other Party with access to its databases and associated signaling
necessary for the routing and completion of the other Party's traffic in accordance with the
provisions contained in the Unbundied Network Element Attachment or applicable access tariff.

d. Grades of Service.

The Parties shall initially engineer and shall monitor and augment all trunk
groups consistent with the Joint Process as set forth in Section 0 of this
Attachment.

7. Reciprocal Compensation Arrangements Pursuant to Section 251(b)(5) of
the Act

Section 251(b){5) Traffic,
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Section 251(b){5) Traffic means (1) telecommunications traffic exchanged between a LEC and a
telecornmunications carrier other than a CMRS provider, except for telecommunications traffic
that is interstate or intrastate exchange access, or exchange services for such access (see FCC
Order on Remand, 34, 36, 39, 42-43); and/or (2} teltecommunications traffic exchanged by a LEC
and a CMRS provider that originates and terminates within the same Major Trading Area, as
defined in 47 CFR § 24.202(a). The Parties shall exchange Section 251(b)(5) Traffic at the
lechnically feasible Point(s) of Interconnection in a LATA designated in accordance with the terms
of this Agreement. The Party originating Reciprocal Compensation Traffic shall compensate the
ierminating Party for the transport and termination of such traffic to its Customer in accordance
with Section 251(b)(5) of the Act 2t the equal and symmetrical rates stated in the Pricing

" Altachment.

9. Transmission and Routing of Exchange Access Traffic

Access Toll Connecting Trunk Group Architecture.

If Core chooses to subtend a ***RLEC Acronym TXT*™* access Tandem, Core’s NPA/NXX must
be assigned by Core 1o subtend the same ***RLEC Acronym TXT"*" access Tandem that a
***RLEC Acronym TXT*** NPA/NXX serving the same Rate Center Area subtends as identified in
the LERG.

a. Core shall establish Access Toll Connecting Trunks pursuani to the same terms
and conditions, including pricing, as are applicable to Interconnection Trunks.

b. The Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be two-way trunks. Such trunks shall
connect the End Office Core utilizes to provide Telephone Exchange Service and Switched |
Exchange Access to its Customers in a given LATA to the access Tandem(s) "*RLEC Acronym
TXT* utilizes to provide Exchange Access in such LATA.

c. Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be used solely for the transmission and
routing of Exchange Access to allow Core's Customers to connect to or be connected to the
interexchange trunks of any Interexchange Carrier which is connected to a ™ RLEC Acronym
TXT™* access Tandem.

12. Meet-Point Billing Arrangements

Core and ***RLEC Acronym TXT** will establish Meet-Point Billing (MPB) arrangements in order
to provide a commeon transport option to Switched Exchange Access Services customers via a
“"*RLEC Acronym TXT™** access Tandem Switch in accordance with the Meet Point Billing
guidelines contained in the OBF's MECAB and MECOD documents, except as modified herein,
and in "*RLEC Acronym TXT***'s applicable Tariffs. The arrangements described in this Section
are intended to be used to provide Switched Exchange Access Service where the transport
component of the Switched Exchange Access Service is routed through an access Tandem
Switch that is provided by *™RLEC Acronym TXT**".

a. In each LATA, the Parties shall establish MPB arrangements for the applicabie
Core Routing Point/***RLEC Acranym TXT**" Serving Wire Center combinations.

b. . Interconnection for the MPB arrangement shall occur al each of the *"RLEC
Acronym TXT*** access Tandems in the LATA, unless otherwise agreed to by the Parties.

c. Core and " RLEC Acronym TXT™ will use reasonable efiorts, individually and
collectively, to maintain provisions in their respective state access Tariffs, and/or provisions within
the National Exchange Carrier Association (NECA) Tariff No. 4, or any successor Tariff sufficient
to reflect the MPB arrangements established pursuant {o this Agreement.
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d. In general, there are four alternative Meet-Point Billing arrangements possible,
which are: Single Bil/Single Tariff, Multiple Bil¥Single Tariff, Multiple Bill/Multiple Tariff, and
Single Bitl/Muttiple Tariff, as outlined in the OBF MECAB Guidelines.

L. Each Party shall impiement the “Multipie Bill/Single Tariff" or "Multiple
Bill/Multiple Tariff” option, as appropriate, in order to bill an IXC for the
portion of the MPB arrangement provided by that Party. Alternatively, in
former Bell Atlantic service areas, upon agreement of the Parties, each
Party may use the New York State Access Pool on its behalf to
impiement the Single Bill/Multiple Tariff or Single Bill/Single Tariff option,
as appropriate, in order to bill an IXC for the portion of the MPB
arrangement provided by that Party.

. e The rates to be billed by each Party for the portion of the MPB arrangement
provided by it shall be as set forth in that Party's applicable Tariffs, or other document that
contains the terms under which that Party's access services are offered. For each Core Routing
Point/***RLEC Acronym TXT*** Serving Wire Center combination, the MPB billing percentages
for transport between the Core Routing Point and the ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** Serving Wire
Center shall be caiculated in accordance with the formula set forth in Section 0 of this
Attachment.

f. Each Party shall provide the other Party with the billing name, billing address,
and Carrier 1dentification Code (CIC} of the IXC, and identification of the **RLEC Acronym
TXT** Wire Center serving the iXC in order to comply with the MPB notification process as
outlined in the MECAB document.

g. **RLEC Acronym TXT*** shall provide Core with the Terminating Switched
Access Detail Usage Data (EMI category 1101XX records) recorded at the ™*RLEC Acronym
TXT** access Tandem on cartridge or via such other media as the Parties may agree io, no later
than ten {10) Business Days after the date the usage occurred.

h. Core shall provide ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** with the Criginating Switched
Access Detail Usage Data (EMI category 1101XX records) on cartridge or via such other media
as the Parties may agree, no later than ten (10) Business Days after the date the usage occurred.

i. All usage data to be provided pursuant to this Attachment shall be sent to the
following addresses:

To Core:

Usage Data

Core Communications, inc.
1010C Industrial Drive
Annapolis, MD 21401

For *RLEC Acronym TXT"*:

Either Party may change its address for receiving usage data by notifying the other Party in
writing,
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j Core and ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** shall coordinate and exchange the billing
account reference (BAR) and billing account cross reference (BACR) numbers or Operating
Company Number {(“OCN"), as appropriate, for the MPB arrangements described in this Section
0. Each Party shall notify the other if the level of billing or other BAR/BACR elements change,
resulting in & new BAR/BACR number, or if the OCN changes.

K. Each Party agrees to provide the other Party with notification of any errors it
discovers in MPB data within thirty (30) calendar days of the receipt of the original data. The
other Party shall attempt to correct the error and resubmit the data within ten {10} Business Days
of the notification. In the event the errors cannot be corrected within such ten- (10) Business-Day
period, the erroneous data will be considered lost. In the event of a loss of data, whether due to
uncorrectable errors or otherwise, both Parties shall cooperate to reconstruct the lost data and, if
such reconstruction is not possible, shall accept a reasonable estimate of the lost data based
upon priot usage data.

L Either Party may request a review or audit of the various components of access
recording up to a maximum of two (2) audits per calendar year. All costs associated with each
review and audit shall be borne by the requesting Party. Such review or audit shall be conducted
during regular business hours. A Party may conduct additional audits, at its expense, upon the
other Party's consent, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.

m. Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, nothing contained in this Section
shall create any liability for damages, losses, claims, costs, injuries, expenses or other liabilities
whatsoever on the part of either Party.

n. MPB will apply for all fraffic bearing the 500, 900, toll free service access code
(e.q. B00/BB8/BT7) (to the extent provided by an [XC} or any other non-geographic NPA which
may be designated for such traffic in the future.

0. In the event Core determines to offer Telephone Exchange Services ina LATA in
which ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** operates an access Tandem Switch, **RLEC Acronym TXT™*
shall permit and enabie Core to subiend the ***RLEC Acronym TXT™™* access Tandem
Switch(es) designated for the ***RLEC Acronym TXT**~ End Offices in the area where there are
Jocated Core Routing Point(s) associated with the NPA NXX(s) to/from which the Switched
Exchange Access Services are homed.

p. Except as otherwise mutually agreed by the Parties, the MPB billing percentages
for each Routing Point/***RLEC Acronym TXT*** Serving Wire Center combination shall be
calculated according to the following formula, unless as mutually agreed to by the Parties:

al(a+h) = Core Billing Percentage
and
b/{za +b) = **RLEC Acronym TXT** Bilting Percentage
where:
a = the airline mileage between Core Routing Point and the actual

point of interconnection for the MPB arrangement; and

b = the airline mileage between the *"RLEC Acronym TXT**
Serving Wire Cenier and the aciual point of interconnection for the MPB
arrangement.
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q. Core shall inform **RLEC Acronym TXT*™ of each LATA in which it intends to
offer Telephone Exchange Services and its calculation of the billing percentages which should
apply for such arrangement. Within ten (10) Business Days of Core's delivery of notice to
***RLEC Acronym TXT**, **RLEC Acronym TXT* and Core shall confirm the Routing
Point/™*RLEC Acronym TXT** Serving Wire Center combination and billing percentages.

13. Toll Free Service Access Code (e.g., 800/8B8/877) Traffic

The following terms shall apply when either Party delivers toll free service access code (e.g.,
800/877/888)("8YY") calls 1o the other Party. For the purposes of this Section, the terms
"translated” and "untransiated” refers to those toll free service access code calls that have been
queried ("translated”) or have noi been queried {"untransiated") to an 8YY database. Except as
otherwise agreed to by the Parties, all Core originating "untransiated” 8YY traffic will be routed
over a separate One-Way Trunk group.

a. When Core delivers transiated 8YY calls to *~"RLEC Acronym TXT™* for
cornpletion io an IXC, Core shall:

i provide an appropriate EMI record to ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** for processing
and Meet Point Billing in accordance with Section 0 of this Attachment; and

ii. bill the 1XC the Core query charge asscciated with the call,

b. When Core delivers translated 8YY calls to ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** or another
LEC that is a toll free service access code service provider in the LATA, Core shall:

i. provide an appropriate EMI record to the toll free service access code service
provider; and

i, bill to the toll free service access code service provider the Care's
Tariffed Feature Group D ("FGD") Switched Exchange Access or Reciprocal Compensation rates,
. as applicable, and the Core query charge; and

iit. ***RLEC Acronym TXT~* shall hill applicable Tandem Transit Service charges
and associated passthrough charges to Core.

C. When ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** performs the query and delivers translated 8YY
calls, originated by ***RLEC Acronym TXT***'s or another LEC's Custorner to Core in its capacity
as a toll free service access code service provider, ™ RLEC Acronym TXT**" shail:

i bill Core the ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** query charge associated with the call as
specified in the Pricing Attachment; and

I provide an appropriaie EMI record to Core; and

iil. bill Core ™ RLEC Acronym TXT*"'s Tariffed FGD Switched Exchange Access or
Reciprocal Compensation rates as applicable.

d. When Core delivers untranslated 8YY calls to ***RLEC Acronym TXT*™ for
completion to an IXC, "™ RLEC Acronym TXT*** shalil:

i. query the call and route the call to the appropriate IXC; and

ii. provide an appropriate EMI record to Core to facilitate billing to the IXC; and

ifi. bill the IXC the **RLEC Acronym TXT™** query charge associated with the call
and any other applicable **"RLEC Acronym TXT*** charges.
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e. When Core delivers untranslated 8YY calls to ***RLEC Acronym TXT™* or
another LEC that is a toll free service access code service provider in the LATA, ™ RLEC
Acronym TXT™* shall:

i query the call and route the call fo the appropriate LEC toll free service access
code service provider; and

ii. provide an appropriate EMI record to Core; to facilitate billing to the LEC toll free
service access code service provider; and

ii. bill the LEC 1oll free service access code service provider the query charge
associated with the call and any other applicable ***RLEC Acronym TXT*™ charges.

f. “*RLEC Acronym TXT " will not direct untranslated toll free service access
code call to Core.

14. Tandem Transit Traffic

As used in this Section, Tandem Transit Traffic is Telephone Exchange Service fraffic that
originates on Core's network, and is transported through a ***RLEC Acronym TXT™ Tandem to
the Central Office of a CLEC, ILEC other than ***RLEC Acronym TXT*", Commercial Mobile
Radio Service (CMRS) carrier, or other LEC, that subtends the relevant **RLEC Acronym TXT***
Tandem to which Core delivers such traffic, Neither the originating nor terminating customer is a
Customer of **RLEC Acronym TXT™**. Subtending Central Offices shall be determined in
accordance with and as identified in the Local Exchange Routing Guide (LERG). Switched
Exchange Access Service traffic is not Tandem Transit Traffic.

a. Tandemn Transit Traffic Service provides Core with the transport of Tandem
Transit Traffic as provided below,

b. Tandem Transit Traffic may be routed over the interconnection Trunks described
in this Attachment. Care shall pay ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** for Transit Service that Core
originates at the rate specified in the Pricing Attachment.

c. If or when a third party carrier's Central Office subtends a Core Centrai Office,
then Core shall offer to **RLEC Acronym TXT**" a service arrangement equivalent to or the
same as Tandem Transit Service provided-by ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** to Core as defined in this
Section 0 such that ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** may terminate calls to a Central Office of a CLEC,
ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, that subiends a Core Central Office ("Reciprocal Tandem
Transit Service”). Core shall offer such Reciprocal Transit Service arrangements under terms
and conditions no less favorable than those provided in this Section 0.

d. Neither Party shall take any actions to prevent the other Party from entering into
a direct and reciprocal traffic exchange agreement with any carrier {o which it originates, or from
which it terminates, traffic.

15. Number Resources, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points

a. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to limit or otherwise adversely
affect in any manner either Party's right to employ or to request and be assigned any Central
Office Codes ("NXX") pursuant to the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelings and any
relevant FCC or Commiission orders, as may be amended from time to time, or to establish, by
Tariff or otherwise, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points corresponding to such NXX codes.

b. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained herein, nothing in this
. Agreement is intended, and nothing in this Agreement shall be construed, to in any way constrain
Core's choices regarding the size of the local calling area(s) that Core may establish for its
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Customers, which local calling areas may be larger than, smaller than, or identical to ***RLEC
Acronym TXT™*'s {ocal calling areas.

16. Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process; and Installation,
Maintenance, Testing and Repair

Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process.

a. Upon request of either Party, the Parties shall jointly develop an implementation
. and grooming process (the “Joint Grooming Process” or "Joint Process”) which may define and
detail, inter alia:

i standards to ensure that Interconnection Trunks experience a grade of
service, availability and quality which is comparable to that achieved on interoffice trunks within
~*RLEC Acronym TXT**'s network and in accord with all appropriate relevant industry-accepted
quality, reliability and availability standards. Except as otherwise stated in this Agreement, trunks
provided by either Party for Interconnection services will be engineered using a design-blocking
objective of B.01.

) ii. the respective duties and responsibilities of the Parties with respect to
the administration and mainienance of the trunk groups, including, but not limited to, standards
and procedures for notification and discoveries of trunk disconnects;

iii. disaster recovery provision escalations;

iv. additional technically feasible Point(s) of Interconnection on ™ *RLEC
Acronym TXT***'s network in a LATA as provided in Section 0 of this Attachment; and

v. such cther matters as the Parties may'agree, including, e.g., End Cffice
io End Office high usage trunks as good engineering practices may dictate.

17. Number Portability - Section 251(B}2)

The Parties shall provide Number Portability (NP} in accordance with rules and regulations as
from time to time prescribed by the FCC.
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PRICING ATTACHMENT

1. General

a. As used in this Attachment, the term "Charges" means the rates, fees, charges
and prices for a Service.

b, Charges for Services shall be as stated in Appendix A of this Pricing Attachment.

2. Regulatory Review of Prices

Notwithsianding any other provision of this Agreement, each Party reserves its respective rights
to institute an appropriate proceeding with the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body
of appropriate jurisdiction: (a) with regard to the Charges for its Services (including, but not limited
to, a proceeding to change the Charges for its services, whether provided for in any of its Tariffs,
in Appendix A, or otherwise); and (b) with regard to the Charges of the other Party (including, but
not iimited to, a proceeding to obtain a reduction in such Charges and a refund of any amounts
paid in excess of any Charges thai are reduced).
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APPENDIX ATO THE PRICING ATTACHMENT

CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. and ***RLEC Acronym TXT**

Vvid
A. INTERCONNECTION'
Service or Element Description: Recurring Charges: | Non-Recurring
Charges:
I. Reciprocal Compensation Traffic
Termination
Reciprocal Compensation Traffic End Office | $.001723/MOU Not Applicable
Rate
Reciprocal Compensation Traffic Tandem
Rate $.002814/MOU Not Applicable
I1. Entrance Facilities and Transport for '
Interconnection
Entrance facilities, and transport, as appropriate,
for Interconnection at Verizon End Office,
Tandem Office, or other Point of Interconnection
DS-1 Entrance Facility $155.68/Month Installation —
' Initial: $676.43
Additional: $335.87
DS-3 Entrance Facility $975.90/Month Installation —
Initial: $676.43
Additional: $335.87

! All rates and charges specified herein: (1) pertain 1o services provided pursuant io the Interconnection Attachment; (2) are
based on the current PAPUC rates applicable to Verizon Pennsylvania, Inc."s wholesale/CLEC offerings; and (3) shall change from
time to time to reflect changes.directed by the PAPUC, Each rate or charge shall apply on a reciprocal basis to services provided by
either party 1o the other party. :
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Service or Element Description: Recurring Charges: | Non-Recurring Charges:

II1. Exchange Access Service

Interstate Per Parties’ respective FCC exchange access
Tariffs.
Intrastate Per Parties’ respective PAPUC exchange access
Tanff. e
1V. End Point Fiber Meet TBD
V. Tandem Transit arrangements for Separate trunks required
Reciprocal Compensation Traffic for IXC subtending trunks

between ***CLEC Acronym TXT***
and carriers other than Verizon that
subtend a Verizon Tandem Switch. (Not
applicable to Toll Traffic or when Meet
Point Billing Arrangement applies;
Separate trunks required for IXC
subtending trunks)

Tandem Transit Switching $.000795/MOU Not Applicable

Tandem-Swiiched Transport $.000144/MOU Not Applicable
$.000003/MOU/Mile
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APPENDIX 2



STATEMENT OF DISPUTED ISSUES
Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 252(b)(2)(A),
hereby submits this Statement of Disputed Issues as Appendix 2 to its January 25, 2005
petition for arbitration of an interconnection agreement with RTCC. This statement tracks
the order in which disputed language appears in Core’s December 26, 2005 redline

markup of RTCC’s interconnection agreement proposal (the “Redlined Agreement”).!

Preface RECEIVED

1. Scope (RTCC’s Preface, 143 & 4). JAN 2 5 2008
a. Core’s Position. PA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
SECRETARY'S BUREAU

Core proposes that the scope of the agreement be defined to include the types of traffic
associated with interconnection under section 251(c)(2) of the Act, i.e., “telephone
exchange services” and “exchange access.” These terms are defined in the Act, giving the
parties an objective baseline understanding of the traffic that is subject to the agreement.
Roughly speaking, “ielephone exchange services” corresponds to “local exchange
services” and “exchange access” corresponds to “IXC service.” Further, Core’s proposed
scope is significantly broader than the RTCC’s highly restrictive scope, which would
include only “local traffic” as defined by RTCC. (See, Glossary of Terms Issue 4, below).
b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC will not agree to a scope that includes “telephone exchange service and exchange
access service.” RTCC states that it 1s exempt from Section 251(c), and, therefore, not
subject to interconnection for the exchange of “telephone exchange services™ and

“exchange access” as set forth in section 251(c)(2). RTCC prefers to restrict the scope of

: The Redlined Agreement is attached hereto at Appendix 11.



the agreement to the exchange of “local traffic” as defined by RTCC (See, Glossary of

Terms Issue 4, below).

Glossary of Terms

1. Enhanced Services/Information Services & Enhanced Services
Provider/Information Services Provider (RTCC §§2.22 and 2.23).

a. Core’s Position.

Core proposes that the parties use the terms “Information Services”™ as set forth in section

153(20) of the Act, as well as the related term “Information Services Provider”, in lieu of

the RTCC’s proposed “Enhanced Services” and “Enhanced Services Provider.” Core

notes that the term “Information Services” as set forth in the Act, has entirely replaced

and superceded the related, earlier term “Enhanced Services.” Using the current term

should eliminate any unnecessary confusion as the agreement is implemented.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC will not agree to Core’s proposed “Information Services” and “Information

Services Provider.” Core is not aware of the grounds for RTCC’s objections.

2. ISP-Bound Traffic (RTCC’s §§2.30 and 2.31 and Core’s related proposed
definitions).

a. Core’s Position.

Core proposes simply to define “ISP-Bound Traffic” as “traffic delivered by a local

exchange carrier to an ISP.” Core’s definition is consistent with the /5P Remand Order,

which never specifically defines this term, but which does discuss and describe ISP-



bound traffic in the same reasonable, ordinary, and colloquial manner as Core’s proposal.
Core objects to RTCC’s definition, which attempts to impose certain limitations on [SP-
bound traffic that are not contemplated in the ISP Remand Order.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC proposes a lengthy and complicated definition of “ISP-Bound Traffic” that 1s
intended to exclude so called “VNXX" calls to ISPs. Further, Core understand RTCC to

state that it is not bound by the /SP Remand Order.

3. Interconnection Point (RTCC § 2.33).
The parties’ positions on this term are best discussed in the context of the parties’

interconnection proposals, (See Interconnection Issue 2 below).

4, “Local Traffic” (RTCC’s §2.39) and “Section 251(b}(5) Traffic” (Core’s
proposed definition).

a. Core’s Position.

Consistent with industry standards and applicable law, Core proposes that traffic subject

to reciprocal compensation under section 251(b)(5) of the Act be referred to as “Section

251(b)(5) Traffic. Core’s definition reflects the FCC’s rulings about how to classify

traffic subject to reciprocal compensation, as discussed in the ISP Remand Order* and

promulgated at 47 C.F.R. §51.701.

b. RTCC’s Position.

bl

B Order on Remand and Report and Order, /n the Manter of the Implementation of the Local
Competition Provisions in the Telecommunicaiions Act of 1996—Imtercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound
Traffic, CC Docket No. 96-98, at 436 (Rel. April 27, 2001)“ISP Remand Order™).



RTCC proposes that traffic subject to reciprocal compensation be referred to as “Local
Traffic.” RTCC further proposes that this class of traffic be restricted to “calls...
originated... and terminate[d]... within [RTCC’s] local serving area as defined by the

effective local exchange tariff(s) of [RTCC]...”

5. Signaling System 7 (RTCC §2.50).
The parties’ positions on this term are best discussed in the context of the parties’

interconnection proposals. (See Interconnection Issue 6 below).

General Terms and Conditions

1. Regulatory Approvals/Change of Law (RTCC’s §§3.2, 3.3 and 6.5).
a. Core’s Position.
Core agrees with RTCC’s proposed section 3.2, which states:

In the event of any amendment of the Act, any effective legislative action
or any effective regulatory or judicial order, rule, regulation, arbitration
award, dispute resolution procedures under this Agreement or other legal
action purporting to apply the provisions of the Act to the Parties or in
which the court, FCC or the Commission makes a generic determination
that 15 generally applicable which revises, modifies or reverses Applicable
Law and such changes to Applicable Law require that this Agreement be
amended, either Party may, by providing written notice to the other Party,
require that the affected provisions of this Agreement be renegotiated in
good faith and this Agreement shall be amended accordingly to reflect any
pricing, terms and conditions required by any such Amended Rules.

In Core’s view, section 3.2 provides a fair and reasonable procedure for the parties to
amend the agreement in order to account for changes in applicable law. Core objects to

the RTCC’s unnecessary additional proposals (sections 3.3 and 6.5), which would only



operate to supplant and hinder the operation of section 3.2. Section 3.3 would (quite
unreasonably) permit either party to unilaterally terminate any service “that is not
required by the Act or under controlling regulatory requirements.” Section 6.5 (which is
similar to section 3.2) is not objectionable in and of itself, but its inclusion would cloud
the applicability and effectiveness of section 3.2.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC has agreed to review these three sections with a view to resolving Core’s
concerns. Core notes that RTCC is currently conferring internally on certain changes to
its proposed sections 3.2, 3.3, and 6.5. Once finalized, Core will review and respond to

RTCC’s proposals with a view to negotiating a resolution to this issue.

2. Term (RTCC’s §4.1)

a. Core’s Position.

Core proposes an initial term of four years, with the clarification that the agreement
should remain effective thereafter, until a successor agreement is negotiated or arbitrated.
Core believes a four year term would provide the parties with certainty for a reasonably
lengthy period, without binding the parties to an outdated contractual vehicle for an
unreasonably lengthy period. A four year term would also avoid the need for almost
immediate renegotiation or arbitration, as would be the case under RTCC’s proposed
one-year term. Core’s clarification on continuing effectiveness during negotiation or
arbitration of a successor agreement 1s necessary to prevent an abrupt termination of the
existing agreement before a successor agreement can be executed.

b. RTCC’s Position.



RTCC proposes a one-year term, with a proviso that the agreement will remain effective
only for 180 days following the termination date, whether or not the parties have
negotiated or arbitrated a successor agreement.

RTCC has agreed to review its position on post-term effectiveness with a view to
resolving Core’s concerns. Core notes that RTCC is currently conferring internally on
certain changes to its proposed section 4, including section 4.1. Once finalized, Core will
review and respond to RTCC’s proposals with a view to negotiating a resolution to this

issue.

3. Limitation of Liability (RTCC §27.5.5).

a. Core’s Position.

While it agrees with almost all of RTCC’s proposed section 27.5 (“Liability”} as drafted,
Core proposes to clarify that the parties are not insulated from liability for violations of
sections 251, 252, 258 or 271 of the Act. In Core’s view, the parties’ agreement should
not be used as a tool to escape liability from the seminal interconnection and related
requirements set forth in the Act, and for which the Act specifically provides enforcement
in the form of damages suits.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC opposes Core’s exclusion for liability under the Act. Core understands RTCC to
state that it is not even subject to séction 251, so that it cannot be held liable for

violations arising under that section.

Interconnection



1. Applicable Standards for Interconnection {Core’s §1.1).

a. Core’s Position.

Core believes the agreement should include a provision that simply references and binds
the parties to all relevant law applicable to interconnection, including the Act,
implementing orders and rules, and state law. Core also believes that RTCC’s standing
rural exemption under section 251(f)(1) of the Act should be terrminated for the himited
purpose of permitting the interconnection standards set forth in section 251(c)(2) to apply
to any direct interconnection between RTCC and Core. The section 251(c)(2) standards—
including technical feasibility, equal in quality, and just, reasonable and
nondiscriminatory rates, tenms, and conditions standards—constitute the only available,
substantive body of law and precedent relevant to facilities-based interconnection.
Although direct and indirect interconnection is available under section 251(a) of the Act,
there 1s little or no guidance on how the standards apply. Core also believes that RTCC’s
adherence to the section 251(c)(2) standards would have little or no economic impact on
RTCC under section 251(f)(1)(A). Unlike the unbundling obligations required under
section 251(c)(3), rural carriers such as RTCC already interconnect directly with a variety
of carriers. Should the Commission decide not to terminate the rural exemption for this
limited purpose, however, Core requests that the Commission apply the same
interconnection standards set forth in section 251(¢)(2) pursuant to the additional
statutory authority provided for direct and indirect interconnection under section 251(a).

b. RTCC’s Position.



RTCC opposes Core’s provision on applicable law for interconnection. In addition,
RTCC believes that it is entitled to all of the protections available under section 251(f)(1)

of the Act.

2. Location of POI (RTCC’s Interconnection §1 and Glossary §2.33) & Use of

Dual IPs (Core’s proposed language on page 29 of the Redlined Agreement),
a. Core’s Position.

Instead of relying on the concept of one single point of interconnection (“POI”) for the
exchange of traffic, Core proposes dual interconnection points (“IP”). Under Core’s
proposal, each party designates an IP on its network at which the other party may deliver
its originating traffic. Core’s proposal recognizes that applicable FCC rules require each
party to bear the cost to deliver its originating interconnection traffic to the switch
location of the other party. The designation of a single POl may serve to mask this duty,
by implying that Core must bear the cost of bringing RTCC’s originating traffic from
RTCC’s switch (which RTCC defines as the POI) to Core’s switch. Core’s proposal
clarifies that each party must deliver its originating traffic to the IP designated by the
other party.

Core also objects to RTCC’s proposal that the parties designate a POI prior to
execution of the agreement. Core is not prepared at this time to specify now the exact
location at which it desires interconnection with RTCC when and if that interconnection
should occur. Core is not aware of any reason for RTCC’s position that the parties forego
the flexibility to designate a POI at a later date.

b. RTCC’s Position.



RTCC believes that Core should be required to bear all of the costs both (1) to deliver
Core’s originating traffic to RTCC at a POT at a RTCC switch; and (2) to pick up traffic
originating on RTCC’s network at a POl at a RTCC switch and bring that traffic back to
Core’s own switch. RTCC further proposes that the parties designate specific, actual

POlIs prior to the execution of the agreement.

3. Use of One-Way and Two-Way Trunks (RTCC’s §§1.2, 2.2.1, 2.2.2, 2.4, and
3.1.2).

a. Core’s Position.

Core proposes that the parties use one-way or two-way trunks, as may be appropriate
using sound engineering principles. Core objects to RTCC’s proposed restriction against
one-way trunks as unnecessary and unreasonable. Core believes that RTCC’s insistence
on two-way trunks is a reflection of RTCC’s position that Core is solely responsible for
the costs of all trunking and related circuits—regardless of the directionality of the traffic
flowing over those trunks. By limiting Core’s options to two-way trunks, RTCC’s
proposal essentially requires Core to purchase all of the trunking used to exchange traffic,
whether used to deliver Core’s originating traffic to RTCC, or to bring RTCC’s
originating traffic to Core. Under Core’s proposal, each party could separately order and
use one-way trunks for the origination of its own end users’ traffic to the other party,
which would help to clarify the parties’ respective trunking obligations.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC proposes that the parties be required to use two-way trunks only, and that Core be

solely responsible to order and pay for two-way trunks.



4. Duty to Bear Cost of Indirect Interconnection (i.e., “Transit” Costs)
Associated with Originating Traffic to Other Party (RTCC’s §2.1.1.2 and
4.3).

a. Core’s Position.

Core believes that each party has a duty under applicable law to bear the costs associated

with delivery of its originating interconnection traffic to an IP designated by the

terminating party.” In the context of indirect interconnection—in which the parties use a

third party tandem provider to switch interconnection traffic between themselves—Core

proposes that each party pay the so-called “transit” charges associated with its originating

traffic and levied by the third party tandem provider.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC proposes that Core be responsible for all transit charges, both (1) for traffic

originating on Core’s network and (2) for traffic originating on RTCC’s network.

3. Duty to Bear Cost of Direct Interconnection Associated with Originating
Traffic to Other Party (Core’s proposed language on pages 32-33 of the

Redlined Agreement).

’ Applicable law includes: 47 CFR §31.703(b}(*A LEC may not assess charges on any other
telecommunications carrier for telecommunications traffic that originates on the LEC’s network); and First
Report and Order, /n the Matter of the Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions in the
Telecommunications Act of 1996—Interconnection Between Local Exchange Carriers and Commercial
Mobile Service Providers, CC Docket No. 96-98, at §1062 (Rel. August 8, 1996)(*Local Competition
OrderY{discussing originating carriers’ duty to pay for trunking associated with originating traffic). These
rules have been discussed and interpreted extensively, for example in: Memorandum Opinien and Order, /u
the Matter of TSR Wireless. LLC v. US West Communications, 15 FCC Red 11166, 2000 FCC Lexis 3219,
at **25.26 (Released: June 21, 2000); and: Opinion and Order, Petition of Celico Partership d/b/a
Verizon Wireless, PAPUC Docket No. P-00021993 (et al.), at pages 24-25 (Order entered Jan. 18, 2003);
and Order No. 79250, /n the Matter of the Petition of AT&T Communications, MDPSC Case No. 8882, at
7-10 (July 7, 2004).




a. Core’s Position.

Core believes that each party has a duty under applicable law to bear the costs associated
with delivery of its originating interconnection traffic to an IP designated by the
terminating party. In the context of direct interconnection—in which the parties utilize
dedicated circuits to exchange interconnection traffic—Core proposes that each party pay
the circuit and trunks costs (which costs are levied by the carrier providing the direct
interconnection, whether RTCC, Core, or a third party) associated with its originating
traffic.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC proposes that Core be responsible for all of the costs associated with direct
interconnection, both (1) for traffic originating on Core’s network and (2) for traffic

originating on RTCC’s network.

6. Use of Multi-Frequency (MF) Signaling (RTCC’s Glossary §2.50 and
Interconnection §§2.1.3, 2.3.3, and 4.2).

a. Core’s Position.

Core proposed that the parties use MF signaling where SS7 signaling is not available.

Core has used MF signaling in multiple interconnections with Verizon since 1999, which

demonstrates that MF signaling is technically feasible, accurate, and reliable. In

connection with the proposal to use MF signaling, Core proposes that the parties pass

Automatic Number Identification (“ANTI") data to one another over the interconnection

trunks. In the MF technical standards, ANI is the functional equivalent of Cailing Party
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Number (CPN) in the SS7 standards. AN] and CPN are the data which permit parties to
properly rate calls based on the NPA-NXX of the calling party.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC prefers to use SS7 signaling exclusively. Although RTCC initially agreed to
examine Core’s MF signaling proposal on the parties’ initial January 3, 2005 call, RTCC

rejected Core’s proposal on the follow up call on January 13, 2005.

7. Physical Architecture (Core’s proposed language on pages 32-33 of the
Redlined Agreement).

Core proposed language to clarify that each party is entitled to choose from among three

methods of direct interconnection: collocation with the other party, collocation with a

third party, and use of entrance facilities (leased circuits). Core is not aware of any

specific RTCC objection to this proposal. However, the issue remains open since RTCC

has never officially accepted this proposal, either.

8. Loop Interconnection (Core’s proposed language on page 33 of the Redlined
Agreement).

Core proposed language to clarify that Core may interconnect with RTCC at a non-switch

location, 1.e., at a site where RTCC has substantial “outside plant” or “loop” facilities in

place to serve high capacity end user customers. Core is not aware of any specific RTCC

objection to this proposal. However, the issue remains open since RTCC has never

officially accepted this proposal, either.
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9. Reciprocal Compensation for “VNXX” Calls (RTCC’s Glossary §2.39 and
Interconnection §§1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 5.2 and 5.3.4).

a. Core’s Position.

Consistent with industry standards, the Act, FCC rules and orders, and the Commission’s

own investigation of VNXX-related compensation issues, Core’s position is that

intraLATA traffic should be rated as Section 251(b)}(5) Traffic or intraLATA toll traffic

based on a comparison of the NPA-NXX of the calling and called parties. Core notes that

there exists currently no alternative method for classifying calls for compensation

purposes.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC believes VNXX-type traffic should be subject to originating access charges, with

the designation of traffic as local or intraLATA toll based on the actual geographic

locations of the calling and called parties. Further, RTCC proposes that the parties should

be prohibited from assigning numbers to end users on a VNXX basis. RTCC also

proposes that its own tariffs (and not Core’s tariffs) should define local and toll traffic for

intercarrier compensation purposes. Finally, RTCC proposes that calls using VOIP

technology also be classified based on geographic locations for compensation purposes.

10. Reciprocal Compensation for “Local”/Section 251(b)(5) Traffic (RTCC’s
§85.1 and 5.2 and Core’s proposed language on page 35-44 of the Redlined
Agreement).

a. Core’s Position.

13



Core proposes that the parties pay reciprocal compensation to each other for the transport
and termination of Section 251(b)(5) Traffic, as required by the FCC’s rules set forth in.
51 C.F.R. §§701 et seq. (Subpart H—Reciprocal Compensation for Transport and
Termination of Telecommunications Traffic).

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC proposes that the parties exchange Section 251(b)(5) Traffic (which RTCC defines
as “Local Traffic™) at “bill-and-keep”—in essence, a reciprocal compensation rate of

ZEI0.

11.  Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic (RTCC’s §5.3 and Core’s
proposed language on pages 35-36 of the Redlined Agreement)
a. Core’s Position.
Core believes that the parties are bound by the FCC’s /5P Remand Order in connection
with intercarrier compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic. Core understands that RTCC has
not “elected” to adopt the FCC’s pricing caps as set forth in paragraph 89 of the /SP
Remand Order.* Accordingly, the ISP Remand Order requires RTCC to “exchange ISP-
bound traffic at the state-approved or state-arbitrated reciprocal compensation rates
reflected in their contracts.” In essence, because RTCC has not opted into the ISP
Remand Order’s pricing plan, RTCC remains subject to pay the same reciprocal
compensation rates for ISP-Bound Traffic that RTCC receives in connection with other

non-access traffic—for example, wireless traffic.®

4 ISP Remand Order., at 489.
5
.
6 Opinion and Order, Joint Petirion of Nextlink Pennsylvania, Inc. et al., PAPUC Docket Nos. P-

00991648 and P-00991649
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b. RTCC’s Position.
RTCC proposes that the parties exchange ISP-Bound Traffic at “bill-and-keep”—in
essence, an intercarrier compensation rate of zero. Core understands RTCC to state that it

1s not bound by the /SP Remand Order.

12. Number Portability (RTCC’s §10).

a. Core’s Position.

Core proposes a brief provision that simply binds the parties to “rules and regulations as
prescribed from time to time by the FCC.” Core believes that the rules governing LNP
are set forth fully in FCC’s relevant rules and orders. RTCC’s extensive proposals on
local number portability (“LNP™) would only serve to make LNP subject to unnecessary
and inefficient requirements, as well as open up the possibility for disputes between the
parties.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC believes its proposals are necessary.

Pricing Appendix
1. Porting Charges.
a. Core’s Position.

Core objects to RTCC’s proposal to charge Core for each number Core ports away from
RTCC. It is Core’s understanding that LNP charges are recovered through end-user
surcharges, not intercarrier payments.

b. RTCC’s Position.
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RTCC proposes that Core pay RTCC various charges in connection with porting

requests.
2, Reciprocal Compensation & Entrance Facilities for Interconnection
a. Core’s Posttion.

Core proposes that the rates applicable to reciprocal compensation and “entrance facility”
circuits (i.e., circuits used to transport interconnection traffic from one party’s switch to
the other party’s switch) should be priced based on TELRIC principles. In the absence of
a TELRIC study for RTCC, Core proposes that the parties use Verizon Pennsylvania
Inc.’s TELRIC rates for these elements as established by the Commission, and as
modified from time to time by the Commission.

b. RTCC’s Position.

RTCC proposes bill-and-keep (i.e. a rate of zero) for transport and termination of
interconnection traffic. RTCC proposes that Core purchase interconnection circuits out of

RTCC’s end user special access tariffs.
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 17, 2005 RECE‘V ED

By Federal Express 2Day

JAN 2 5 2006
Atin: Barbara DiRenzo SSION
Armstrong Telephone Co. North PA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMI
1 Armstrong Place SECRETARY'S BUREAU

Butler, PA 16001

Re: Request for Necotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Ms. DiRenzo:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core™), I am requesting that
Armstrong Telephone Co. North promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to
establish an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular
terms and conditions that fulfill Armstrong Telephone Co. North’s duties under the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter
is written pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set
forth in the Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at (410) 216-
9865.

Sincerely,

Christopher Van de Verg
General Counsel



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 17, 2005
By Federal Express 2Day

Attn: Barbara DiRenzo
Armstrong Telephone Co. of PA
| Armstrong Place

Butler, PA 16001

Re:  Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Ms. DiRenzo:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), I am requesting that
Armstrong Telephone Co. of PA promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to
establish an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular
terms and conditions that fulfill Armstrong Telephone Co. of PA’s duties under the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter
is written pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set
forth in the Act. '

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NQ. A-310922 F0002

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at (410) 216-
9865.

Sincerely,

%VAW

Christopher Van de V
General Counsel



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 17, 2005
By Federal Express 2Day

Attn: Thomas Morell
Buffalo Valley Telephone Co.
P.O. Box 458

140 East Main Street
Ephrata, PA 17522

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Morell:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), I am requesting that Buffalo Valley
Telephone Co. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Buffalo Valley Telephone Co.’s duties under the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the
Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service

authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at (410) 216-
9865.

Sincerely,

CL VA \/b@/
Christopher Van de Verg

General Counsel



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 17, 2005
By Federal Express 2Day

Attn: Marvin Hendrix
Conestoga Tel. & Telegraph Co.

202 E. First Street
Birdsboro, PA 19508

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Hendrix:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (*Core”), I am requesting that
Conestoga Telephone & Telegraph Co. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to
establish an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular
terms and conditions that fulfill Conestoga Telephone & Telegraph Co.’s duties under the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter
is written pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set
forth in the Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865.

Sincerely,
Christopher Van de Verg

General Counsel



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Marylard 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 17, 2005

By Federal Express 2Day

Attn: Thomas Morell

Denver & Ephrata Telephone & Telegraph
Box 458

130 E. Main St.

Ephrata, PA 17522-0458

Re: Request for Negatiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Morrell:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), I am requesting that Denver &
Ephrata Telephone & Telegraph promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to
establish an interconnection agreement. This agreement should mncorporate the particular
terms and conditions that fulfill Denver & Ephrata Telephone & Telegraph’s duties under
the Commumnications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252, This
letter is written pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines
set forth in the Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service

authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, picase feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865.

Sincerely,

_ Christopher Van de Ve%

General Counsel



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 19, 2005
By Certified Mail
Attn: Lew Martin
Hancock Telephone Co.
P.O. Box 608
34 Read Street
Hancock, NY 13783

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Martin:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), I am requesting that Hancock
Telephone Company promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Hancock Telephone Company’s duties under the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and cornmences the specific timelines set forth in the
Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authonty throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865.

Smcerely,

Che Ukl

Christopher Van de Verg
General Counsel

H@DC'?HYEST%ISC ﬁ

m
L [
o
i |
]
r‘\-
o
- Postage | $ ¢ 3
g Calﬁﬁed Fea ’2 3 30
|am]

Retum Reciept Fe:
S (Endoresment Required) $0.00
CJ  Restricted Dslivery Fee
LN (Endorsement Required) $0.00
[\_
O fow postage & Fees | §  $2+67
= Sent To
1 .
3 Lew Martin
= [ Streei, ApL. No.;

orPCBoxNe. PO Bof 608

[ City, State, Zifad’




CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 17, 2005
By Federal Express 2Day
Attn: Gner Adamson

Hickory Telephone Co.

75 Main Street

Hickory, PA 15430-1118

Re:. Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Adamson:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core™), [ am requesting that Hickory
Telephone Company promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Hickory Telephone Company’s duties under the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the
Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service

authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865.

Sincerely,

Chnstopher Van de Vm

General Counsel



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 19, 2005
By Certified Mail

Attn: Harold Switzer

Lackawaxen Telecomm. Services, Inc.
Hotel Road

P.O.Box 8

Rowland, PA 18457-0008

Re:  Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Switzer:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core™), I am requesting that
Lackawaxen Telecomm. Service Inc. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to
establish an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular

~ terms and conditions that fulfill Lackawaxen Telecomm Services, Inc.’s duties under the

Communications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter
is written pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set
forth in the Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for mterconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authonty throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865.

SantTo
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tei. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 19, 2005
By Certified Mail
Attn: James Kail
Laurel Highland Telephone Co.

P.O.Box 168
Stahlstown, PA 15687-0168

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Kail:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core’), [ am requesting that Laurel
Highland Telephone Co. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Laurel Valley Telephone Co.’s duties under the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written

pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the
Act. :

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authornty throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865.

Sincerely,
: -0
Christopher Van de Verg T
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865

Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 19, 2005
By Certified Mail

Attn: Edward Tourje
North-Eastem PA. Telephone Co.
720 Main Street

Forest City, PA 18421-0150

Re:  Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement
Dear Mr. Tourje:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core™), 1 am requesting that Northeastern PA
Telephone Co. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Northeastern PA Telephone Co.’s duties under the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252, This letter 1s written
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the
Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection '
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authonty throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865. '

Sincerely,
C/Q/; U/J U ; i
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
A Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 17, 2005
By Federal Express 2Day

Attn: Ruth Robbins
North Penn Telephone Co.
P.O. Box 349

34 Main Street
Prattsburgh, NY 14873

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Ms. Robbins:

On behalf of Core Communmnications, Inc. (“Core”), [ am requesting that North Penn
Telephone Co. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill North Penn Telephone Co.’s duties under the Communications Act
of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is wntten pursuant to
Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 FQ002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865.

Sincerely,

Cle Ued

Christopher Van de Verg
General Counsel



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 2169865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 19, 2005
By Certified Mail
A.P. Kimble

North Pittsburgh Telephone Company
4008 Gibsonia Rd.
Gibsonia, PA 15044-9311

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Kimble:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core™), I am requesting that North
Pittsburgh Telephone Company promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish
an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms
and conditions that fulfill North Pittsburgh Telephone Company’s duties under the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter
1s written pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set
forth in the Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authonty throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at (410) 216-
9865.
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 17, 2005
By Federal Express 2Day

Attn: Thomas Lager
Palmerton Telephone Co.
P.O. Box 215

463 Delaware Ave.
Palmerton, PA 18071

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Lager:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), [ am requesting that Palmerton
Telephone Co. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should mcorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Palmerton Telephone Co.’s duties under the Communications Act
of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. Thus letter is wrtten pursuant to
Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact'me at 216-
0865.

Sincerely,

Chnstopher Van de Vlﬁ)b/

General Counsel




CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 17, 2005
By Federal Express 2Day
“Attn: Mary Davis
Pennsylvania Telephone Co.
191 Middie Road

Jersey Shore, PA 17740

Re:  Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Ms. Davis:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), [ am requesting that Pennsylvania
Telephone Co. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Pennsylvania Telephone Co.’s duties under the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the
Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service

authority throughout the Commonweaith, DOCKET NO. A-310922 FO002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865.

Sincerely,

Chnistopher Van de Ver\gﬂ)a/

General Counsel



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE:  August 17,2005
By Federal Express 2Day
Attn: Eleanor Snyder
Pymatuning Ind. Telephone Co.
5 Edgewood Drnive

Greenville, PA 16125-8832

Re: Request for Neootiations of an Intercoonection Agreement

Dear Ms. Snyder:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), [ am requesting that Pymatuning Ind.
Telephone Co. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
Interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Pymatuning Ind. Telephone Co.’s duties under the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the
Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service

authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
{410) 216-9865.

Sincerely,

Christopher Van de V'Er/g\-‘y

General Counsel



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Anpapolis, Maryland 21401

Tei. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 19, 2005
By Certified Mail

Attn: Debbi Edwards

South Canaan Telephone Co.
P.O. Box 160 Route 296

South Canaan, PA 18459

Re:  Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Ms. Edwards:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), [ am requesting that South Canaan
Telephone Co. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill South Canaan Telephone Co.’s duties under the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written

pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the
Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authorty throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questicns about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865.

Sincerely,

Christopher Van de Verg
General Counsel
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 19, 2005
By Certified Mail

Attn: John Keister

Venus Telephone Corp.

Box 75, County Line Road
Venus, PA 17101

Re:  Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Keister

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), I am requesting that Venus
Telephone Corp. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Venus Teilephone Corp.’s duties under the Communications Act of
1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. Thuis letter is written pursuant to
Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 FO002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865. '

Sincerely,
. wu b
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 17, 2005
By Federal Express 2Day
Attn: Mark Moore

West Side Telephone Co.

1449 Fairmont Road
Morgantown, WV 26501

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Mr. Moore:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (*“Core”), I am requesting that West Side
Telephone Co. promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Westside Telephone Co.’s duties under the Communications Act of
1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written pursuant to
Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service

authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865.

Sincerely,

Christopher Van de Ve%

General Counsel



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tel. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

DATE: August 19, 2005
By Certified Mail

Attn: Carol Sue Rocker
Yukon Waltz Telephone Co.
Box 398

Yukon, PA 15698-0398

Re: " Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Ms. Rocker:

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. (“Core™), I am requesting that Yukon
Waltz Telephone Co. promptly jein Core in good faith negotiations to establish an
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and
conditions that fulfill Yukon Waltz Telephone Co.’s duties under the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the
Act.

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection
with Core’s Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865. :

Sincerely,
= B
) ’ — B
. -
Christopher Van de Verg £
General Counsel 0 =) =
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212 LoCUST STREET
P. O BoxX 2500

HARRISBURG, PA 17108-9500

www, ttanlaw. com

A L. MaTz
REGIN FIRM 1717) 255-7800

. , CHARLES E. THOMAS
Direct Dial: (717) 255-7622 FAX (717) 236-8278 {1913 - 1098)

E-Mail: rmatz@ttanlaw.com

August 25, 2005 RECEIVED

Mr. Christopher Van de Verg, Esquire
Core Communications, Inc. JAN 25 72008

209 West Street

Suite 302 PAPUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
Annapolis, MD 21401 SECRETARY'S BUREAU

Dear Mr. Van de Verg:

As previously noted in connection with Core Communications, Inc.’s application to provide CLEC
services in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, we represent numerous rural telephone companies.

We continue this representation in connection with your request to establish an interconnection
agreement. Specifically with regard to your requests for interconnection, we represent Armstrong
Telephone Company-North, Armstrong Telephone Company-Pennsylvania, Buffalo Valley Telephone
Company, Conestoga Telephone and Telegram Company, D & E Communications, Inc., Hancock
Telephone Company, Hickory Telephone Company, Lackawaxen Telecommunications Services, Laurel
Highland Telephone Company, The North-Eastern Pennsyivania Telephone Company, North Penn
Telephone Company, North Pittsburgh Telephone Company, Palmerton Telephone Company,
Pennsylvania Telephone Company, Pymatuning Independent Telephone Company, South Canaan
Telephone Company, Venus Telephone Corporation, West Side Telecommunications and Yukon-Waliz
Telephone Company. Inresponse to your letters, please be advised that as we have done in various other
situations, it is our desire to try to negotiate an interconnection agreement colflectively, recognizing that in
the end, a few of the agreements may need to be individualized to reflect a specific company’s network
and/or services.

Please direct any further matters with respect to the above-named companies to the attention of
this firm.

Very truly yours,

RMSTRONG & NIESEN
egina L. Matz ~

FACLIENTS\UtiIY\Rural Company Coaliiom\CLEC\Core Communications\Letters\050822 C. Van de Verg.wpd
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
209 West Street
Suite 302
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Tei. 410 216 9865
Fax 410 216 9867

By Overnight Mail
Regina Matz
Thomas, Thomas, Armstrong & Niesen

Suite 500 RECE\\/ ED

212 Locust Street

P.O. Box 9500 JAN 25 7006
Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500

PAPUBLIC UTILTY COMMISSION

SECHETARY S BUREAV
August 29, 2005

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement

Dear Ms. Matz:

Thank you for your letter of August 25, 2003, in which you acknowledge receipt
of Core Communications, Inc.’s (“Core’s”) letters requesting an interconnection
agreement (“ICA™) with nineteen (19) of your rural local exchange carmer (“"RLEC”)
clients. I appreciate your offer to negotiate ICAs between Core and your RLEC clients on
a consolidated basis, recognizing (as your letter states) that a few of the ICAs may
ultimately require individualized terms and conditions.

Attached please find Core’s initial proposal for an ICA with your. RLEC clients as
listed in your letter. This proposal is a draft document that i1s intended solely for
discussion purposes. Core reserves the right to modify its proposal m light of your
clients’ comments, as well as changing circumstances.

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at
(410) 216-9865. [ wilil contact you soon to set up a conference call in order to discuss any
comments you may have with respect to the proposal.

Sixicerely,

Chnstopher Van de Ver
General Counsel
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Chris Van de Verg_

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>
To: <rmatz@ttaniaw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 12:02 PM

Attach: 050829 Core Draft ICA v11.doc
Subject: Core Draft ICA Proposal

Regina:

Thanks for your call today. Attached is the Core draft ICA proposal in MS Word. It is identical to the paper
document you received today.

Regards,
—Chris

1/23/2006
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Chris Van de Verg

From: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>

To: “Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>

Cc: “Patricia Armstrong” <parmstrong@ttanlaw.corn>
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 12:13 PM

Subject: RE: Core Draft ICA Proposal
Chris,
Thank you for the quick turn around. It is this draft that we will forward to clients, and which we will work from.

Regina

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net}
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:03 PM

To: rmatz@ttanlaw.com
Subject: Core Draft ICA Proposal
Regina:

Thanks for your call today. Attached is the Core draft ICA proposal in MS Word. It is identical to the paper
document you received today.

Regards,
--Chris

1/23/2006
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Chris Van de Verg

From: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@fttanlaw.com>

To: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>

Cc: "Patricia Armstrong” <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 4:36 PM

Subject: RE: Core Draft ICA Proposal

Chris,

So as not to mislead you by my message, below, when | said we would work from your electronic draft, | meant
that as between the two documents you sent, we would not be looking at your hard copy, since when | first
opened the electronic copy | noticed at least one difference between the hard and soft. | did not mean to suggest
that we would not likewise be sending you our template to work from.

Regina

From: Regina Matz [mailto:rmatz@ttanlaw.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:13 PM

To: 'Chris Van de Verg'

Cc: Patricia Armstrong (parmstrong@ttanlaw.com)
Subject: RE: Core Draft ICA Proposal

Chris,
Thank you for the quick turn around. It is this draft that we will forward to clients, and which we will work from.,

Regina

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net]
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:03 PM

To: rmatz@ttanlaw.com

Subject: Core Draft ICA Proposal

Regina:

Thanks for your call today. Attached is the Core draft ICA proposal in MS Word. It is identical to the paper
document you received today.

Regards,
--Chris

1/23/2006
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Chris Van de Verg

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>
To: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttaniaw.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2005 7:41 AM

Subject: Re: Core Draft ICA Proposal
Reqina,

1 am not aware of any differences between the hardcopy | sent you and the soft copy | emailed you. In any event,
please feel free to work from the hardcopy if you prefer.

Thanks,
--Chris

---— Original Message —--—

From: Regina Matz

To: 'Chris Van de Verg'

Cc: Patricia Armstrong

Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 5:36 PM
Subject: RE: Core Draft ICA Proposal

Chris,

So as not to mislead you by my message, below, when | said we would work from your electronic draft, | meant
that as beiween the two documents you sent, we would not be looking at your hard copy, since when { first
opened the electronic copy | noticed at least one difference between the hard and soft. | did not mean to
suggest that we would not likewise be sending you our template to work from.

Regina

From: Regina Matz [mailto:rmatz@ttanlaw.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:13 PM

To: 'Chris Van de Verg'

Cc: Patricia Armstrong (parmstrong@ttanlaw.com)
Subject: RE: Core Draft ICA Proposal

Chris,
Thank you for the quick turn around. It is this draft that we will forward to clients, and which we will work from.

Regina

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net]
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:03 PM

To: rmatz@ttanlaw.com

Subject: Core Draft ICA Proposal

Regina:

Thanks for your call today. Attached is the Core draft ICA proposal in MS Word. It is identical to the paper
document you received today.

1/23/2006
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SUITE 500.

212 LOCUST STREET JAN 25 2005
P. O. Box 9500
PA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION:
SECRETARY'S BUREAU

HARRISBURG, PA 17108-9500

www.tlanlaw. com

PATRICIA ARMSTRONG FIRM (717) 255-7600
, CHARLES E. THOMAS

FAX (717} 236-8278
(1913 1998)

Direct Dial: (717) 255-7627
E-Mail: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com

October 19, 2005

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL AND ELECTRONIC MAIL

Mr. Christopher Van de Verg
Core Communications, Inc.
209 West Street

Suite 302

Annapolis, MD 21401

In re: Request for Interconnections; Application of Core Communications

Dear Chris:

We have reviewed interconnection terms and conditions between Core and our clients.and have
drafted a generic Interconnection Agreement that may form the basis of the discussions between Core
and the RTCC clients that we represent. On behalf of our RTCC clients we are enclosing a “draft”
Interconnection Agreement for Core's provision of facility-based local exchange services within the
local service areas of the RTCC client companies. Due to the number and diversity of our clients,
there will need to be individual modifications to reflect the specifics that are or are not applicable to
each RTCC company, the specific network operations of Core and each RTCC client with respect to
each local interconnection, and other differences between and among the companies. Accordingly,
the parties will need to work through these specifics. Also, we are working with a large number of
companies, and many of them have little or no experience with interconnection. These companies are
still reviewing the draft to determine whether it is consistent with their actual operations, capabilities
and expected business arrangement, and their review may necessitate further changes in the draft.
In the interest of time, we are forwarding the draft agreement to you while their review continues.
Further, this is an evolving process and one largely dependent on Core’s actual business plan which
undoubtedly will become more apparent as the parties proceed; thus we note that the attached is
subject to further modification as more information is provided by Core. :

. In the interest of efficiency, we are endeavoring to combine our effort on behalf of the group.
of companies we represent. Our combined effort will benefit Core in that Core will not be required to
negotiate individually with twenty companies. However, none of our clients are waiving their right to
pursue their own positions in negotiation which may be separate from those of the other group
members or to conduct negotiations separately from the group.




Mr. Christopher Van de Verg
QOctober 19, 2005
Page 2

We look forward to moving this matter along and welcome the opportunity to discuss our
proposed Agreement with you in the near future. Please advise us of potential available dates to
discuss.

Very truly yours,

THOMAS, THOMAS, ARMSTRONG & NIESEN

B@W «Q’%

" Regina Matz
Mark Thomas
Patricia Armstrong

FACLIENTSWTILITY\Rural Company Coalitiom\CLEC\Core Communications\application\Letters\051018 C. Van de Verg.wpd
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RECEIVED

JAN 2 5 7006

T
AGREEMENT
by and between
ABC TELEPHONE COMPANY

and

CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.



DRAFT -- For Discussion Purposes Page 1 of xx
PREFACE

This Agreement (“Agreement”) shall be deemed effective upon approval by the Commission (the
“Effective Date}, between ABC Telephone Company (“ABC"), a corporation organized under the laws of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with offices at .
and Core Communications, Inc. {"Core"), a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Maryland
with offices at 209 West Street, Suite 302, Annapolis, MD 21401 (Core and ABC may be referred to
hereinafter, each, individually as a "Party,” and, collectively, as the “Parties™).

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to interconnect their local exchange networks for the purpose of
transmission and termination of Telecommunications traffic that is within the scope of this Agreement, and

WHEREAS, the interconnection beiween the Parties will allow the Customers of each Party to
complete local calls to the Customers of the other Party within the local calling area of ABC ("Local
Interconnection”); and

WHEREAS, the nature of the interconnection arrangement between the Parties estabiished
pursuant to this Agreement is of mutual benefit to both Parties and is intended to fulfill their needs to
exchange Local Traffic.

Now, therefore, in consideration of the terms and conditions contained herein, ABC and Core
hereby mutually agree as follows:
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PART A
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

1. General Rule

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, when a term listed in this Glossary is used in this
Agreement, the term shall have the meaning stated in this Glossary. A defined term intended to convey’
the meaning stated in this Glossary is capitalized when used. Other terms that are capitalized, and not
defined in this Glossary or elsewhere in this Agreement, shall have the meaning stated in the Act.
Additional definitions that are specific to the matters covered in a particular provision of this Agreement
may appear in that provision. To the extent that there may be any conflict between a definition set forth in
this Glossary and any definition in a specific provision, the definition set forth in the specific provision shall
control with respect to that provision.

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, any term defined in this Glossary which is defined
or used in the singular shall include the plural, and any term defined in this Glossary which is defined or
used in the plural shall include the singular.

2, Definitions
2.1 “Access Services” refers 1o interstate and intrastate switched access and private line transport
sefvices.

2.2 “Act” means the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. §151 et seq.), as amended from time to
time (including, but not limited to, by the Telecommunications Act of 1996).

2.3 “Affiliate” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

24 “Agent” shall include an agent or servant.

2.5 “Agreement” means this Agreement, as defined in Part B, Section 1 of the General Terms and
Conditions.

26 “Ancillary Traffic” means all traffic that is destined 1o provide Services ancillary to

Telecommunications Services, or that may have special routing or billing requirements, including but not
limited to the following: 911/E911, Operator Services, Directory Assistance, third party (except for that
third party traffic that is specifically addressed in this Agreement), collect and calling card database-query
and Service, 800/888 database query and Service, CNAM, LIDB, and voice information Service.

2.7 “Applicable Law” means all effective laws, administrative rules and regulations, and any court
orders, rulings and decisions from courts of competent jurisdiction, applicable to each Party's performance
of its obligations under this Agreement.

2.8 “Business Day” means Monday through Friday, except for ABC's holidays.

29 “Calendar Quarter” means January through March, April through June, July through September,
or October through December

210  “Calendar Year" means January through December.

2,11 “Calling Party Number” or “CPN” means a CCS parameter that identifies the calling party's
telephone number.

2.12  “Central Office” or “CQ" refers to a local switching system for connecting lines to lines, lines to
trunks, or trunks to trunks for the purpose of originating/terminating calls over the public switched
telephone network. A single Central Office may handle several Central Office codes {("NXXs").
Sometimes this term is used to refer to a telephone company building in which switching systems and
telephone eguipment are insialled.

213 "Central Office Switch” refers 1o a switch used o provide Telecommunications Services,

including, but not limited to, End Office and Tandem Switches. A Central Office Switch may also be
employed as a combination Engd Office/Tandem Office Switch.

2.14  “Commission” shall mean the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission.
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2.15  “Common Channel Signaling” or “CCS" refers to a method of transmitting call set-up and network
control data over & digital signaling network separate from the public switched teiephone network facilities
that carry the actual voice or data content of the call. The CCS currently used by the Parties is SS7.

218 “Common Language Location Identifier” or “CLL! Code” refers to a code developed by Telcordia
Technologies as a method of identifying physical locations and equipment sucn as buiidings, Central
Offices, poles and antennas. There are three (3) basic formats for CLLI Codes: network entity, network
support site, and customer site.

2.17  “Competitive Local Exchange Carrier” or “CLEC" refers to any Local Exchange Carrier providing
Local Exchange Telecommunications Service in any area where it is not an incumbent Local Exchange
Carrier (“ILEC™). Coreis a CLEC.

2.18  “Customer” or “End User” means a third party residential or business end user of Telephone
Exchange Services provided by either of the Parties.

219 “Customer Praprietary Network Information” or “CPNI" is as defined in the Act.
2.20  "Day" means calendar gdays unless otherwise specified.

2.21  "End Office Switch” or “End Office” means a switching entity that is used to terminate Customer
station Loops for the purpose of interconnection to each other and to trunks.

2.22  “Enhanced Services” shall mean services offered over common carrier transmission facilities
used in interstate communications, which employ computer processing applications that act on the format,
content, code, protocol or similar aspects of the Customer's transmitted information; provide the Customer
with additional, different, or restructured information; or involve Customer interaction with stored
information.

2.23  “Enhanced Service Provider” or “ESP” shall mean a provider of Enhanced Services.

2.24  “Entrance Facility” shall mean the facilities between a Party's designated premnises and the
Centrai Office serving that designated premises.

2.25 “FCC" shall mean the Federal Communications Commission.
2.26  “Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier” or “ILEC” shall have the meaning stated in the Act.

227  ‘“Interexchange Carrier” or "IXC” means a Telecommunications Carrier that provides, directty or
indirectly, InterLATA or IntraLATA Telephone Toll Services.

228  ‘“Internet” means the collective international network of interoperable public, private, managed and
non-managed computer and Telecommunications facilities, including both hardware and software, which
comprise the interconnected world-wide network of networks that employ the Transmission Control

. Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), or any predecessor or successor protocols to such protocol, fo
communicate information of all kinds by wireline or wireless connections.

2.29  “Internet Protocol” refers to a standard networking protocol that provides information transmission
across interconnected netwarks, between computers with diverse hardware architectures and various
operating systems, and keeps track of Internet addresses for different nodes, routes outgoing information
and recognizes incoming information.

2.30  “Internet Service Provider” or “ISP” is & vendor who provides access for Customers (companies
and private individuals) to the Internet and the Waorld Wide Web for Telecommunication Services or other
means, but does not include a common carrier to the extent that it provides common carrier services.

2.31  “Internet Traffic” or “ISP Bound Traffic” means dial-up 1SP traffic that is originated and dialed by
an End User of one Party, delivered to the other Party, and terminated by the other Party to an ISP within
ABC's local serving area as defined by the effective local exchange tariff(s) of ABC, including mandatory
local calling scope arrangements established and defined by the Commission (“Local Internet Traffic”). A
mandatory local calling scope arrangement is an arrangement that provides End Users a local calling
scope; i.e. Extended Area Service ("EAS"), beyond the End User’s basic exchange serving area.
Therefore Local Internet Traffic, for purposes of this Agreement, inciudes both intra-exchange calls and
EAS calls originated by an End User of one Party, delivered to the other Party, and terminated by the other
Party to an ISP.
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2.32 “IntraLATA Traffic’ means telecommunications traffic that originates and terminates within the
same LATA.
2.33  ‘“Interconnection Point" or “[P" means the location on the incumbent LEC network of ABC at which

the connection is made by Core for the exchange of Local Traffic between the Parties.
2.34  “Local Access and Transport Area” or “LATA" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.
2.35 *“Local Exchange Carrier” or “LEC" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

2.36  “Local Exchange Routing Guide” or “LERG"” shall mean a Telcordia Technologies reference
containing NPA/NXX routing and homing information.

2.37  “Local Number Portability (“LNP”}" means the ability of Customers of Telecommunications
Services to retain, within the same geographic Rate Center Area associated with the Customer's NPA-
NXX code, existing telecommunications numbers without impairment of quality, reliability, or convenience
when switching from one telecommunications carrier to another,

2.38  "local Service Reguest” {"LSR") means an industry standard form or a mutually agreed upon
change thereof, used by the Parties to add, establish, change or disconnect local services.

2.39  “Local Traffic” or "Subject Traffic” means traffic that is originated by an End User of one Party. on
that Party's network and terminates to an End User of the other Party on that other Party’s network within
ABC'’s local serving area as defined by the effective local exchange tariff(s) of ABC, including mandatory
local calling scope arrangements established and defined by the Commission. A mandatory local calling
scope arrangement is an arrangement that provides End Users a local calling scope; i.e. Extended Area
Service ("EAS”), beyond the End User’s basic exchange serving area. Therefore Local Traffic, for
purposes of this Agreement, includes both intra-exchange calls and non-optional EAS calls, and does not
include any optional extended iocal scope service arrangement. For this purpose, Local Traffic does not
include any ISP-Bound Traffic.

240  “"North American Numbering Plan” {"NANP") means the plan for the allocation of unique 10-digit
directory numbers consisting of a three-digit area code, a three-digit office code, and a four-digit line
number, The plan alsc extends to format variations, prefixes, and special code applications.

241  "Numbering Plan Area ("NPA")" {sometimes referred to as an area code) is the three-digit
indicator which is designated by the first three digits of each 10-digit telephone number within the NANP.
Each NPA contains 800 possible NXX Codes. There are two general categories of NPA, “Geographic
NPAs" and “Non-Geographic NPAs." A “Geographic NPA” is associated with a defined geographic area,
and all telephone numbers bearing such NPA are associated with services provided within that geographic
area. A “"Non-Geographic NPA,” also known as a "Service Access Code (SAC Code}” is typically
associated with a specialized telecommunications service which may be provided across multipie
geographic NPA areas; 500, 800, 900, 700, and 888 are examples of Non-Geographic NPAs.

242 “NXX"“*NXX Code,” “NNX," “COC," “Central Office Code,” or "CO Code” is the three-digit switch
ﬁr}il{i‘ypindicator which is defined by the fourth, fifth and sixth digits of a 10-digit telephone number within

2.43  “Proprietary Information” shall have the same meaning as Confidential Information.

2.44  “Providing Party” means a Party offering or providing a Service to the other Party under this
Agreement.

2.45  “Purchasing Party’” means a Party requesting or receiving a Service from the other Party'under
this Agreement.

246 “Rate Center Area” refers to the geographic area that has been identified as being associated with
a particular NPA-NXX code assigned to the LEC for its provision of Telephone Exchange Services. The
Rate Center Area is the exclusive geographic area that the LEC has identified as the area within which it
will provide Telephone Exchange Services bearing the particuiar NPA-NXX designation associated with
the specific Rate Center Area.

247  "Rate Center Point” refers to a specific geographic point, defined by a V&H coordinate, located
within the Rate Center Area and used to measure distance for the purpose of billing for distance-sensitive
Telephone Exchange Services and Toll Traffic.
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2.48  “Reciprocal Compensation” means the arrangement for recovering, in accordance with Section
251{b)(5) of the Act, costs incurred for the transport and termination of Subject Traffic originating by the
Customers of one Party on that Party's network and terminating to the Customers of the other Party on
that other Party’s network.

2.49  “Service" means any Interconnection arrangement, Telecommunications Service, or other service,
facility or arrangement, offered by a Party under this Agreement.

2.50  “Signaling System 7" or “S87" refers to the common channel out-of-band signaling protocol (CCS)
developed by the Consultative Committee for International Telephone and Tetegraph (CCITT) and the
American National Standards Institute (ANSI). Core and ABC currently utilize this out-of-band signaling
protocol. :

2.51 “Subsidiary” means a corporation or other person that is controlled by a Party, controls a Party, or
is under common control with a Party.

2:52 “Switched Exchange Access Service” means the offering of transmission and switching services
for the purpose of the origination or termination of Toll Traffic. Switched Exchange Access Services
include but may not be limited to; Feature Group A, Feature Group B, Feature Group D, 700 access, 800
access, 888 access and 900 access.

2.53  “Synchronous Optical Network ("SONET") is an optical interface standard that allows interworking
of transmission products from multiple vendors {i.e., mid-span mesets). The base rate is 51.84 MHps (OC-
1/ST8-1 and higher rates are direct multiples of the base rate up to 1.22 GHps).

254  “Tandem Switch” means a swilching entity that has billing and recording capabilities and is used
to connect and switch trunk circuits between and among End Office Switches and between and among
End Office Switches and carriers' aggregation points, points of termination, or points of presence, and to
provide Switched Exchange Access Services.

255 "Tandem Transit Traffic” or “Transit Traffic” includes Telephone Exchange Service traffic that
originates on one Party's network, and is transported through the other Party's tandem switch to & third-
party's network, including, but not limited to, a CLEC, Commercial Mobile Radio Service (“CMRS") carrier,
or other LEC, that subtends the relevant other Party’'s tandem switch to which the originating Party delivers
such traffic. Transit Traffic also includes Telephone Exchange Service that originates on a third party’s
network, including but not limited to a CLEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC that is transported through one
Party's tandem switch and delivered to the other Party.

2.56 “Tandem Transit Trunks” means those frunks as referenced in Section 2 of the Interconnection
Attachment.

257 "Tariff’ means a filing made at the state or federal level for the provision of a telecommunications
service by a telecornmunications carrier that provides for the terms, conditions and pricing of that service.
Sugf&filing may be required or voluntary and may or may not be specifically approved by the Commission
or FCC,

258 "Telcordia Technologies” refers to Telcordia Technologies, inc., formerly known as Bell
Communications Research, Inc. {Bellcore).

2.59  "Telecommunications™ is as defined in the Act.

260 "Telecommunications Carrier” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

2:61 “Telecommunications Services” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

262 ‘“Telephone or Local Exchange Service" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.
263  "Transit Service" means the delivery of Transit Traffic.

2.64  "Woice over Internet Protocol Traffic” or “VOIP Traffic” is voice communications traffic that utilizes
Internet Protocol format for some or all of the transmission of the call.

265 “"Wire Center” means a building or portion thereof which serves as the premises for one or more
Central Office Switches and related facilities.
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PART B
GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

in consideration of the mutual promises contained in this Agreement, and intending to be legally
bound, Core and ABC hereby agree as follows:

1. Scope of this Agreement

1.1 This Agreement includes: (a) the Principal Document, including Attachments A through C; and (b)
a written Order by a Party that has been accepted in writing by the other Party. This Agreement specifies
the rights and obligations of each Party with respect to the establishment of Local Interconnection within
the incumbent service area of ABC. Certain terms used in this Agreement shall have the meanings
defined in the Glossary of Terms, or as otherwise eisewhere defined throughout this Agreement. Other
terms used but not defined herein will have the meanings ascribed to them in the Act, in the FCC's,-and in
the Commission’s Rules and Regulations. PART B sets forth the General Terms and Conditions
governing this Agreement. The remaining Parts set forth, among other things, descriptions of the
services, pricing, technical and business requirements, and physical and network security requirements.

1.2 Except as otherwise expressly provided in the Agreement, any conflict between the provisions in
the Agreement and any attachments, exhibits and documents attached to it or referenced within shall be
resolved in favor of the attachment, exhibit or document, The fact that a provision appears in the
Agreement but not in a document outside of this Agreement, or in a document outside of this Agreement
but not in the Agreement, shall not be interpreted as, or deemed grounds for finding, a conflict for the
purposes of this Section.

1.3 Except as otherwise provisioned in the Agreement, the Agreement may not be waived or modified
except by a written document that is signed by the Parties. Subject to the requirements of Applicable Law,
a Party shall have the right to add, modify, or withdraw, its Tariff(s) at any time, without the consent of, or
notice to, the other Party.

1.4 in connection with this Agreement, a Party may purchase services from the other Party pursuant
to that other Party’s Tariff. In such instances, the rates, terms, and conditions of the other Party's Tariff
shall apply.

2. Reserved for Future Use
3. Regulatory Approvals
31 This Agreement, and any amendment or medification hereof, will be submitted to the Commission

for approval within thirty (30) Days after obtaining the last required Agreement signature. Core and ABC
shall use their best efforts to obtain approval of this Agreement by any regulatory body having jurisdiction
over this Agreement. In the event any governmental authority or agency rejects any provision hereof, the
Parties shall negotiate promptly and in good faith such revisions as may reasonabty be required to achieve
approval.

3.2 In the event of any amendment of the Act, any effective legisiative action or any effective
regulatory or judicial order, rule, regulation, arbitration award, dispute resolution procedures under this
Agreement or other legal action purporting to apply the provisions of the Act to the Parties or in which the
court, FCC or the Commission makes a generic determination that is generally applicable which revises,
modifies or reverses Applicable Law and such changes to Applicable Law require that this Agreement be
amended, either Party may, by providing written notice to the other Party, require that the affected
provisions of this Agreement be renegotiated in good faith and this Agreement shall be amended
accordingly to reflect any pricing, terms and conditions required by any such Amended Rules.

3.3 Notwithstanding any other provision of the Agreement, neither Party shall be obligated to offer or
provide any service, facility, or interconnection arrangement to the other Party that is not required by the
Act.or under controlling regulatory requirements. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Agreement,
but without limiting any other right either Party may have under this Agreement, either Party may cease
providing a service, facility, or interconnection arrangement that is not required by the Act or under
controlling regulatory requirements. To the extent that some service, facility, or interconnection
arrangement provided by one Party to the other Party under this Agreement is determined not to be
required under the Act or under controlling regulatory requirements, then the providing Party upon 90 days
written notice to the other Party may discontinue the provision of such service, facility, or interconnection
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arrangement. To the extent the discontinued service or interconnection arrangement is available under
prevailing tariffs from the Providing Party, then the Purchasing Party, may, at its option, obtain such
services, facilities, or interconnection arrangements pursuant to the terms of such tariffs. Prior to-any
discontinuance of service, the Parties will seek to amend this Agreement.

4, Term and Termination

4.9 This Agreement shall be effective as of the Effective Date and, uniess cancelied or terminated
earlier in accordance with the terms hereof, shall continue in effect for a period of 1 year (12) months after
the Effective Date of this Agreement (the “initial Term”). Thereafter, this Agreement shall renew
automatically for successive six (8) month terms. commencing on the termination date of the initial term or
iatest renewal term and continue in force and effect unless and until cancelled or terminated as provided
in this Agreement.

4.2 Either ABC or Core may terminate this Agreement effective upon the expiration of the Initial Term
or subsequent renewal term by providing written notice of termination at least ninety (90) days in advance
of the date of termination,

4.3 In the event of such termination, those service arrangements made available under this
agreement and existing at the time of termination shall continue without interruption under (a) 2 new
agreement executed by the Parties, (b} tariff terms and conditions of the Parties, or if neither of the above
is available, under the terms of this Agreement on a menth-to-month basis until such time as {(a} or (b)
becomes available, but under no circumstance shall such terms continue for more than 180 days after the
termination date.

4.4 If either ABC or Core provides notice of termination pursuant to Section 4 and by 11:58 PM
Eastern Time on the proposed date of iermination neither ABC nor Core has requested negotiation of a
new interconnection agreement, (a) this Agreement will terminate, and (b) the Services.being provided
under this Agreement at the time of termination will be terminated in accordance with the reguirements of
the Commission and Applicable Law.

5. Attachments
The following Attachments are a part of this Agreement:

Additional Services Attachment
interconnection Attachment
Pricing Attachment

6. Applicable Law

6.1 The construction, interpretation and performance of this Agreement shall be governed by (a) the
laws of the United States of America and (b) the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including but
not limited to the Act, the rules, regulations and orders of the FCC and the Commission, and any orders
and decisions of a court of competent jurisdiction (“Applicable Law”). All disputes relating to this
Agreement shall be resolved through the application of such laws. :

6.2 Each Party shall remain in compliance with Applicable Law in the course of performing this
Agreement.
6.3 Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or failure in performance caused or required by

Applicable Law, or the acts or failures to act of any governmental entity or official to the extent such acts
or failures to act were not caused or solicited by either Party and/or comply with Applicable Law.

6.4 If any provision of this Agreement shall be invalid or unenforceable under Applicable Law, such
invalidity or unenforceability shall not invalidate or render unenforceable any other provision of this
Agreement, and this Agreement shall be construed as if it did not contain such invalid or unenforceable
provision, provided, that if the invalid or unenforceable provision is a material provision of this Agreement,
or the jnvalidity or unenforceability materially affects the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder or the
ability of a Party to perform any material provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly
renegotiate in good faith and amend in writing this Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable
revisions to this Agreement as may be required in order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law.

6.5 If any final and unstayed |egislative, regulatory, judicial or other governmental decision, order,
determination or action, or any change in Applicable Law, materially affects any material provision of this
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Agreement, the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder, or the ability of a Party to perform any material
provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly renegotiate in good faith and amend in writing this
Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable revisions to this Agreement as may be required in
order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law.

7. Assignment

7.1 Except as provided below, any assignment by either Party of any right, obligation, or'duty, in whole
or in part, or of any interest, without the written consent of the other Party shall be void, and the assigning
Party shall remain responsible for all obligations hereunder.

7.2 Either Party may assign all of its rights, and delegate its obligations, liabilities and duties under this
Agreement, either in whole or in part, to any entity that is, or that was immediately preceding such
assignment, an Affiliate of that Party without consent, but with written notification made no later than thirty
(30) days prior to the assignment’s effective date.

7.3 The effectiveness of any assignment shall be expressly conditioned upen the assignee's written
assumption of all rights, obligations, and duties of the assigning Party. Assignee’s written assumption
shall be made and delivered to the non-assigning Party no iater than thirty (30) days prior to the
assignment's effective date. Unless prior written consent is obtained, where necessary, and assignee
expressly assumes all rights, obligations, and duties of the assigning Party hereunder as provided herein,
the assigning Party shall remain responsible for ail rights, obligations, and duties under this Agreement.

8. Assurance of Performance

8.1 When reasonable grounds for insecurity arise with respect to the performance of either Party, the
other Party may in writing demand adequate assurance of due performance.

8.2 The reasonableness of grounds for insecurity and the adequacy of any assurance offered shall be
determined according to Telecommunications industry standards. Reasonable grounds for insecurity
include, but are not limited to: {a) the failure of a Party to demonstrate that it is creditworthy, (b} the failure
of a Party to timely pay a bill or perform a service or obligation as required by this Agreement, or (c) a
Party admits its inability to pay debts as such debts become due, commenced a voluntary case {or has
had a case commenced against it} under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code or any other law relating to
bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization, or winding-up, made an assignment for the benefit of crediiors or
is subject to a receivership or similar proceeding.

8.3 Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, after receipt of a justified demand, a Party shall have
thirty (30) days to provide assurance of due performance as is adequate under the circumstances of the
particular case.

B.4 To the extent that a cash deposit may be required, the Parties intend that the provision of such
deposit shall constitule the grant of a securily interest in the deposit pursuant to Article 9 of the Uniform
Commercial Code as in effect in any relevant jurisdiction.

8.5 A Party shall pay interest on a cash deposit required under this Section at a rate equal to the
prime commergial rate on loans charged by the secured Party.

8.6 To the extent that a letter of credit or cash deposit is required under this Section, a Party may (but
is not obligated to) draw on the letter of credit or cash deposit, as applicable, upon thirty (30) days written
notice to the other Party in respect of any amounts to be paid by such Party hereunder that are not paid
within thirty (30) days of the date that payment of such amounts is required by this Agreement.

8.7 If a Party draws on the letter of credit or cash deposit, the other Party shall provide a replacement
or supplemental letter of credit or cash deposit in accordance with the requirements of this Section.

8.8 Notwithstanding anything else set forth in this Agreement, if a Party makes 2 request for
assurance of performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, and the other Party fails to provide
adequate assurance of due performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, the failure of which
will substantially impair the value of the Agreement to the other Party, then the aggrieved Party may
suspend its own performance under the Agreement until such time as the other Party provides such
assurance of performance.

89 The fact that assurance of performance is requested by a Party hereunder shall in no way relieve
the other Party from compliance with the requirements of this Agreement, nor constitute a waiver or
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modification of any terms of this Agreement.
9. Audits

9.1 Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this Agreement, either Party (“Auditing Party”)
may audit the other Party’s ("Audited Party”) records for the purpose of evaluating the accuracy of the
Audited Party’s bills and compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement. Such audits may be
performed once in each Calendar Year; provided, however, that audits may be conducted more frequently
(but no more frequently than once in each Calendar Quarter) if an immediately preceding audit found
previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate value
of at least $50,000.

g2 Prior to commencing the audit, the auditors shall execute.an agreement with the Audited Party in
a form reasonably acceptable to-the Audited Party that protects the confidentiality of the information
disclosed by the Audited Party to the auditors. The audit shall take place at a time and place agreed upon
by the Parties; provided, that the Auditing Party may require that the audit commence no later than sixty
(60) days after the Auditing Party has given notice of the audit to the Audited Party.

9.3 Each Party shall cooperate fully in any such audit, providing reasonable access to any and all
records reasonably necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party's bills.

9.4 Audits shall be performed at the Auditing Party’s expense, provided that there shall be no charge
for reasonable access to the Audited Party’s records in the format in which such records are stored by the
Audited Party necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party’s bills, unless the auditors discover
previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate value
of at least $50,000, in which case the Audited Party shall pay for the audit.

10. Authorization

10.1 ABC represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under
the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and has full power and authority to execute and deliver
this.Agreement and to.perform its abligations under this Agreement.

190.2  Core represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under
the laws of the State of Maryland and has full power and authority to execute and deliver this Agreement
and to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

10.3  Certification.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Core shall not place any orders under this
Agreement until it has obtained such authorization as may be required by Applicable Law, and only if such
authorization is maintained. Core shall provide proof of such authorization to ABC upon reguest.

11. Billing and Payment; Disputed Amounts

111 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, each Party shall bill the other Party on a monthly
basis in an itemized format. The Parties shall also exchange billing information to process claims and
adjustments as between themselves and on behalf of their Customers.

11.2  Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, payment of amounts billed for Services provided
under this Agreement, whether billed on a monthly basis or as otherwise provided in this Agreement, shall
be due, in immediately available U.S. funds, within (the “Due Date”) thirty (30) calendar days of the invoice
date. If a Party does not receive a bill at least twenty (20) days prior to the thirty {30) day payment Due
Date, then the bill shall be considered delayed. When the bill has been delayed, the billed Party may
request an extension of the payment Due Date, by the number of days the bill was delayed. Such
requests for a delay of the payment Due Date must be accompanied with proof of late bill receipt.

11.3 If any portion of an amount billed by a Party under this Agreement is subject to a good faith
dispute between the Parties, the billed Party shall give notice to the billing Party of the amounts it disputes
("Disputed Amounts"”) and include in such notice the specific details and reasons for disputing each item.
Notice of a dispute may be given by a Party at any time, either before or after an amount is paid, and a
Party’s payment of an amount shall not constitute a waiver of such Party’s right to subsequently dispute its
abligation to pay such amount or to seek a refund of any amount paid; provided, however, if the billed
party fails to provide a notice of dispute within thirty {30} days of the payment Due Date for the amount in
question, then the billed party shall be deemed to have waived any disputes as to those amounts. The
billed Party shall pay by the Due Date all undisputed amounts. Billing disputes shall be subject to Dispute
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Resolution under the terms of this Agreement.

11.4  Undisputed charges due to the billing Party that are not paid by the Due Date, shall be subject to a
late payment charge. The late payment charge shall be in an amount specified by the billing Party which
shall not exceed a rate of one-and-one-half percent (1.5%) of the overdue amount (including any unpaid
previously billed late payment charges) per manth.

11.5  Although it is the intent of both Parties to submit timely statements of charges, failure by either
Party to present statements to the other Party in a timety manner shall not constitute a breach or default,
or a waiver of the right to payment of the incurred charges, by the billing Party under this Agreement, and,
except for assertion of a provision of Applicable Law that limits the period in which a suit or other
proceeding can be brought before a court or other governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction to collect
amounts due, the billed Party shali not be entitled to dispute the billing Party's statement(s) based on the
billing Party’s failure to submit them in a timely fashion.

11.6 Al usage data and invoices to be provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be sent to the
following addresses:

To ABC

To Core:

Core Communications, nc.
209 West Street, Suite 302
Annapolis, MD 21401

12.  Confidentiality

12.1  As used in this Section 12 “Confidential Information” means the following information that is
disclosed by one Party (“Disclosing Party”} to the other Party (“Receiving Party”} in connection with, or
anticipation of, this Agreement:

i Books, records, documents and other information disclosed in an audit pursuant to
Section 9;

ii. Any forecasting information provided pursuant to this Agreement;

iii. Customer Information (except to the extent that (a) the Customer information is published
in a directory, (b) the Customer information is disclosed through or in the course of furishing a
Telecommunications Service, such as a Directory Assistance Service, Operator Service, Caller 1D or
similar service, or LIDB service, or, (c) the Custorner to whom the Customer Information is related has
authorized the Receiving Party to use and/or disclose the Custormer Information);

iv. information related to specific facilities or equipment {including, but not limited to, cable
and pair informationy;

V. Any information that is in written, graphic, electromagnetic, or other tangible form, and
marked at the time of disclosure as “Confidential”" or "Proprietary;” and

vi. Any information that is communicated orally or visually and declared to the Receiving
Party at the time of disclosure, and by written notice with a statement of the information given to the
Receiving Party within ten (10) days after disclosure, to be “Confidential or “Proprietary”.

12.2  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, a Party shall have the right to refuse to
accept receipt of information which the other Party has identified as Confidential information.

12.3  Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the Receiving Party shall:

i. Use the Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party only in performance
of this Agreement; and,

ii. Using the same degree of care that it uses with similar confidential information of its own
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(but in no case a degree of care that is less than commercially reasonable), hold Confidential Information
received from the Disclosing Party in confidence and restrict disclosure of the Confidential Information
solely to those of the Receiving Party’s Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and
contractors of the Receiving Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, that have a need to receive such
Confidential infermation in order to perform the Receiving Party's obligations under this Agreement. The
Receiving Party's Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and contractors of the Receiving
Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, shall be required by the Receiving Party to comply with the
provisions of this Section in the same manner as the Receiving Party. The Receiving Party shall be liable
for any failure of the Receiving Party's Affiliates or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or
gontractors of the Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates, to comply with the provisions of this
ection.

124  The Receiving Party shall return or destroy all Confidential Information received from the
Disclosing Party, including any copies made by the Receiving Party, within thirty {30} days after a written
request by the Disclosing Party is delivered to the Receiving Party, except for any Confidential information
that the Receiving Party reasonably requires to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

12.5  Unless otherwise agreed, the obligations of this Section do not apply fo information that:

i Was, at the time of receipt, already in the possession of or known to the Receiving Party
free of any obligation of confidentiality and restriction on use;

ii. Is or becomes publicly available or known through no wrongful act of the Receiving Party,
the Receiving Party’s Affiliates, or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors of the
Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates;

jii. Is rightfuily received from a third person having no direct or indirect obligation of
confidentiality or restriction on use to the Disclosing Party with respect to such information;

Iv. Is independently developed by the Receiving Party;

) v Is approved for disclosure or use by written authorization of the Disclosing Party
(including, but not limited to, in this Agreement); or

vi. Is required to be disclosed by the Receiving Party pursuani to Applicable Law, provided
that the Receiving Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to give adequate notice of the
requirement to the Disclosing Party in order to enable the Disclosing Party to seek protective
arrangements.

126  Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section of the Agreement, the Receiving Party may use and
disclose Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party to the extent necessary to enforce the
Receiving Party's rights under this Agreement or Applicable Law. In making any such disclosure, the
Receiving Party shall make reasonable efforts to preserve the confidentiality and restrict the use of the
Confidential Information while it is in the possession of any person to whom it is disclosed, including, but
not limited to, by requesting any governmental entity to whom the Confidential Information is disclosed to
treat it as confidential and restrict its use to purposes related to the proceeding pending before it.

12.7  The Disclosing Party shall retain all of the Disclosing Party’s right, title and interest in any
Confidential Information disclosed by the Disclosing Party to the Receiving Party. Except as otherwise
expressly provided in this Agreement, no license is granted by this Agreement with respect to any
Confidential Information (including, but not limited to, under any patent, trademark or copyright), nor is any
such license to be implied solely by virtue of the disclosure of Confidential Information.

12.8  The provisions of this Section shall be in addition to and not in derogation of any provisions of
Applicable Law, including, but not fimited to, 47 U.5.C. § 222, and are not intended to constitute a waiver
by a Party of any right with regard to the use or protection of the confidentiality of CPNI provided by
Applicable Law.

12.9  Each Party's obligations under this Section shall survive the expiration, cancellation or termination
of this Agreement,

13. Counterparts
. This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an
original and all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument.
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14. Default

141  If either Party defaults in the payment of any amount due hereunder, or if either Party violates any
other provision of this Agreement, and such default or violation shall continue for sixty (60) days after
written notice thereof, the other Party may terminate this Agreement and services hereunder by written
nofice; provided the other Party has provided the defaulting Party with written notice at least twenty five
(25) days’ {(which shall not begin to run until after the 60 day period} prior to terminating service.

14.2  Notice shall be posted by overnight mail, return receipt requested. If the defaulting Party cures
the default or violation within the twenty five (25) day period, the other Party will not terminate service or
this Agreement but shall be entitied to recover all costs, if any, incurred by it in connection with the default
or violation, including, without limitation, costs incurred to prepare for the termination of service. For
purposes of this Section, the terms 'default,' 'violate,’ and 'violation,' in all of their forms, shall mean
‘'materially default,’ 'material default,’ 'materially violate,' or ‘'material violation,' as appropriate.

15. Discontinuance of Service by Core

If Core proposes to discontinue, or actually discontinues, its provision of service to Customers in the ABC
service area, Core shall provide notice of such discontinuance as required by Applicable Law.

16. Dispute Resolution

16.1  The Parties shall attempt to resolve any dispute between the Parties regarding the interpretation
or enforcement of this Agreement or any of its terms by good faith negotiation between the Parties. To
initiate such negotiation, a Party must provide to the other Party written notice of the dispute that includes
both.a detailed description of the dispute or alleged nonperformance and the name of an individual who
has autharity to resolve the dispute and will serve as the initiating Party's representative in the negotiation.
The other Party shall have ten (10) Business Days to designate its own such representative in the
negotiation. The Parties’ representatives shall attempt to reach a good faith resolution of the dispute
within thirty (30) days after the date of the initiating Party’s written notice of the dispute. Upon mutual
agreement, the Parties' representatives may utilize other alternative dispute resolution procedures such as
private mediation to assist in the negotiations.

16.2  If the Parties are unabie to resolve the dispute within thirty (30) days of the date of the initiating
Party’s written notice, either Party may pursue any remedies available 1o it under this Agreement, at taw, in
equity, or otherwise, including, but not limited to, instituting an appropriate proceeding before the
Commission, the FCC, or a court of competent jurisdiction. Except for FCC actions, all such proceedings
shall be conducied within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

17. Force Majeure

17.1  Neither Party shall be responsibie for any delay or failure in performance which results from
causes beyond its reasonabie control ("Force Majeure Events”), whether or not foreseeable by such Party.
Such Force Majeure Events include, but are not limited to, adverse weather conditions, flood, fire,
explosion, earthquake, voleanic action, power failure, embargo, boycott, war, revolution, civil commotion,
act of public enemies, labor unrest (including, but not limited to, strikes, work stoppages, slowdowns,
picketing or boycotts), acts of God, or any other circumstances beyond the reasonable control and without
the fault or negligence of the Party affected.

17.2  If a Force Majeure Event occurs, the non-performing Party shall give prompt notification of its
inability to perform to the other Party. During the period that the non-performing Party is unable to
perform, the other Party shall also be excused from performance of its obligations to the extent such
obligations are reciprocal to, or depend upon, the performance of the non-performing Party that has been
prevented by the Force Majeure Event. The non-performing Party shall use commercially reasonable
efforts to avoid or remove the cause(s) of its non-performance and both Parties shall proceed to perform
once the cause(s} are removed or cease.

17.3  Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 17.1 and 17 .2, although a Force Majeure event could
resuit in defay of a payment obligation, in no case shall a Force Majeure Event excuse either Party from
an obligation to pay money as required by this Agreement.

17.4  Nothing in this Agreement shall require the non-performing Party to settle any labor dispute except
as the non-performing Party, in its sole discretion, determines appropriate.

18. Forecasts
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In addition to any other forecasts required by this Agreement, upon request by ABC, Core shall
provide to ABC forecasts regarding the Services that Core expects to purchase from ABC, including, but
not limited to, forecasts regarding the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase and
the locations where such Services will be purchased. Such forecasts are proprietary and confidential
under the terms of this Agreement, and distribution of the forecasts or information based on such
forecasts shall be limited to those persons at ABC who need to know such information in order to
adeguately provision the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase at the locations
where such Services will be purchased. ABC shall exercise commercially reasonable best efforts to
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services forecast by Core.

19. Fraud

Neither party shall bear responsibility for, nor have any obligation to investigate or make
adjustments to the other Party's account in cases of, fraud by the other Party's Customers or other third
parties. Provided, however, that both Parties shall cooperate to discover and prevent fraud by each
Party's Customers or other third parties.

20. Good Faith Performance

The Parties shall act in good faith in their performance of this Agreement. Except as otherwise
expressly stated in this Agreement (including, but not limited to, where consent, approval, agreement or a
'similar action is stated to be within a Party's sole discretion), where consent, approval, mutual agreement
or a simitar action is required by any provision of this Agreement, such action shall not be unreasonably
withheld,-conditioned or delayed.

21, Headings
The headings used in the Agreement are inserted for convenience of reference only and are not
intended to be a part of or to affect the meaning of the Agreement.

22. indemnification

221 For the Services provided under this Agreement, each Party (“Indemnifying Party”) shall
indemnify, defend and hold harmless the other Party, it's Affiliates and their respective directors, officers
and employees (“Indemnified Party”), the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, and the directors, officers and
employees of the Indemnified Party and the Indemnified Party’s Affiliates, from and against any and all
Ciaims that arise out of bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, or destruction or loss of,
tangible real and/or personal property, to the extent such injury, death, damage, destruction or loss, was
caused by the gross negligence or intentionally wrongfuf acts or omissions of the Indemnifying Party, it's
Affiliates, or their respective directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors (excluding the
indemnified Party).

222 An Indemnifying Party’s obligations under this Section shall be conditioned upon the following:

i. The Indemnified Party: (a) shall give the Indemnifying Party notice of the Claim promptly after
becoming aware thereof (including a statement of facts known to the Indemnified Party related to the
Claim and an estimate of the amount thereof); (b) prior to taking any material action with respect to the
Claim, shall consult with the Indemnifying Party as to the procedure to be followed in defending, settling,
or compromising the Claim; {c) shall not consent to any settlement or comprormise of a Claim without-the
written consent of the Indemnifying Party; (d) shall permit the Indemnifying Party to assume the defense of
the Claim {including, except as provided below, the compromise or settiement thereof) at the Indemnifying
Party's own cost and expense.

ii. If the Indemnified Party fails to comply with the requirements of this Section with respect to a
Claim, to the extent such failure shall have a material adverse effect upon the Indemnifying Party, the
Indemnifying Party shall be relieved of its obligation to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the
Indemnified Person with respect to such Claim under this Agreement.

iii. The Indemnifying Party shall have the authority to defend and settle any Claim subject to the
conditions sét forth below.

a. With respect to any Claim, the Indemnified Party shall be entitled to participate with the
Indemnifying Party in the defense of the Claim if the Claim requests equitable relief or other relief that -
could affect the rights of the Indemnified Party. In so participating, the Indemnified Person shall be
entitled to employ separate counsel for such purposes at it's own expense. The Indemnified Party shall
also be entitled to participate, at its own expense, in the defense of any Claim, as to any portion of the
Claim as to which it is not entitled to be indemnified, defended and held harmiess by the Indemnifying
Party. The Indemnifying Party shall have no obligation to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the
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Indeminified Party as to any portion of such Claim.

b. In no event shall the Indemnifying Party settle a Claim or consent to any judgment with
regard to a Claim without the prior written consent of the Indemnified Party, which shall not be
unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed. |n the event the settlement or judgment requires a
contribution from or affects the rights of an tndemnified Party, the Indemnified Party shall have the right to
refuse such settlement or judgment with respect to itself and, at its own cost and expense, take over the
defense against the Claim, provided that in such event the Indemnifying Party shall not be responsible for,
nor shall it be obligated to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the Indemnified Party against, the Claim for
any amount in excess of such refused settlement or judgment.

¢. The Indemnified Party shall, in all cases, assert any and all defenses, including, but not
limited to, affirmative defenses, defenses set forth in applicable Tariffs and Customer contracts, that limit
liability to third persons as a bar to, or limitation on, any Claim or damages by a third-person claimant.

d. The Indemnifying Party and the indemnified Party shall offer each other all reasonable
cooperation and assistance in the defense of any Claim.

22.3  Except as otherwise provided above, each Party agrees that it will not implead or bring any action
against the other Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or any of the directors, officers or employees of the
other Party or the other Party’s Affiliates, based on any claim by any person for personal injury or death
that occurs in the course or scope of employment of such person by the other Party or the other Party's
Affiliate and that arises out of performance of this Agreement, consistent with Applicable Law.

22.4 Each Party’s obligations under this Section shall survive expiration, cancellation or termination of
this Agreement.

23. Reserved for Future Use

24. Intellectual Property

241 Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, this Agreement shall not be construed as granting a
license with respect to any patent, copyright, trade name, trademark, service mark, trade secret or any
other intellectual property, now or hereafter owned, controlled or licensable by either Party.

242  Except as expressly staied in this Agreement, neither Party may use any patent, copyrightable
materials, trademark, trade name, trade secret or other inteliectual property right, of the other Party except
in accordance with the terms of a separate license agreement between the Parties granting such rights.

243  Core shall use commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain from its vendors who have licensed
intellectual property rights to ABC in connection with facilities and Services provided hereunder licenses
under such intellectual property rights as necessary for ABC to use such facilities and Services as
contemplated hereunder and at least in the same manner used by Core for the facilities and Services
provided hereunder. Core shall notify ABC immediately in the event that Core believes it has used its
commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain such rights but has been unsuccessful in obtaining such
rights. Nothing in this Section shall be construed in any way to condition, limit or alter a Party’s
indemnification obligations under this Agreement.

244  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS AGREEMENT, THE PARTIES
AGREE THAT NEITHER PARTY HAS MADE, AND THAT THERE DOES NOT EXIST, ANY
WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, THAT THE USE BY EACH PARTY OF THE OTHER’S
SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT GIVE RISE TO A CLAIM OF
INFRINGEMENT, MISUSE, OR MISAPPROPRIATION OF ANY INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT.

25, Joint Work Product

The Agreement is the joint work product of the Parties, has been negotiated by the Parties, and
shall be fairly interpreted in accordance with its terms. In the event of any ambiguities, no inferences shall
be drawn against either Party.

26. Law Enforcement.
26.1 Each Party may cooperate with law enforcement authorities and naticnat security authorities to the

full extent required or permitted by Applicable Law in matters related to Services provided by it under this
Agreement, including, but not limited to, the production of records, the establishment of new iines or the
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instaflation of new services on an existing line in order to support iaw enforcement and/or national security
operations, and, the installation of wiretaps, trap-and-trace facilities and equipment, and dialed number
recording facilities and equipment.

26.2 A Party shall not have the obligation to inform the other Party or the Customers of the other Party
of actions taken in cooperating with law enforcement or national security authorities, except to the extent
required by Applicable Law.

26.3 Where a law enforcement autherities or national security authorities request relates to the
establishment of lines (including, but not limited to, lines established to support interception of
communications on other lines), or the installation of other services, facilities or arrangements, a Party
may act to prevent the other Party from obtaining access to such information concerning such lines,
services, facilities and arrangements, through operations support system interfaces.

27. Liability

27.1  As used in this Section, “Service Failure” means a failure to comply with a direction to install,
restore or terminate Services under this Agreement, a failure to provide Services under this Agreement,
and failures, mistakes, omissions, interruptions, delays, errors, defects or the like, occurring in the course
of the provision of any Services under this Agreement.

27.2  Except as otherwise stated in this Section, the liability, if any, of a Party, a Party’s Affiliates, and
the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party's Affiliates, to the other Party, the other Party's
Customers, and to any other person, for Claims arising out of a Service Failure shall not exceed an
amount equal to the pro rata applicable monthly charge for the Services that are subject to the Service
Failure for the period in which such Service Failure occurs.

27.3  For the Services provided under this Agreement, except as otherwise stated in this Section, a
Party, a Party's Affiliates, and the directars, officers and employees of a Party and a Party’s Affiliates, shall
not be liable to the other Party , the other Party's Customers, or to any other person, in connection with
this Agreement (including, but nat limited to, in connection with a Service Failure or any breach, delay or
failure in performance, of this Agreement) for special, indirect, incidental, consequential, reliance,
exemplary, punitive, or like damages, including, but not limited to, damages for lost revenues, profits or
savings, or other commercial or economic ioss, even if the person whose liability is excluded by this
Section has been advised of the possibility of such damages.

27.4  The limitations and exclusions of liability stated in this Section shall apply regardless of the form of
a claim or action, whether statutory, in contract, warranty, strict liability, tort {including, but not limited to,
negligence of a Party), or otherwise.

27.5  Nothing contained in this Section shall exclude or limit liability:

27.5.1 under Sections dealing with Indemnification, or, Taxes;

27.5.2 for any obligation to indemnify, defend and/or hold harmless that a Party may have under this
Agreement;

27.5.3 for damages arising out of or resulting from bodily injury to or death of any persen, or damage to,
or destruction or loss of, tangible real and/or personal property of any person, or Toxic or Hazardous
Substances, 10 the extent such damages are otherwise recoverable under Applicable Law;

27.5.4 for a claim for infringement of any patent, copyright, trade name, trade mark, service mark, or
other intellectual property interest,

3285.5 under Section 258 of the Act or any order of the FCC or the Commission implementing Section

27.5.6 under the financial incentive or remedy provisions of any service quality plan required by the FCC
or the Commission; or,

27.5.7 caused by the gross negligence or inientionaily wrongful acts or omissions.
27.6  Inthe event that the liability of a Party, a Party's Affiliate, or a director, officer or employee of a

Party or a Party’s Affiliate, is limited and/or excluded under both this Section and a provision of an
applicabie Tariff, the liability of the Party or other person shall be limited to the smaller of the amounts for
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27.7  Each Party shall, in its tariffs and other contracts with its Customers, provide that in no case shall
the other Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers or employees of the other Party or the
other Party's Affiliates, be liable to such Customers or other third persons for any special, indirect,

incidental, consequential, reliance, exemplary, punitive or other damages, arising out of a Service Failure.

28. Network Management

28.1  Cooperation. The Parties wil work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to install
and maintain a reliable network. ABC and Core will exchange appropriate information (e.g., network
information, maintenance contact numbers, escalation procedures, and information required to comply
with requirements of law enforcement.and national security agencies) to achieve this desired reliability. In
addition, the Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to apply sound network
management principles to alleviate andfor prevent traffic congestion.

282  Responsibility for Following Standards. Each Party recognizes a responsibility to follow the
standards that may be agreed to between the Parties and to employ characteristics and methods of
operation that will not interfere with or impair the service, network or facilities of the other Party or any third
parties connected with or involved directly in the network or facilities of the other,

28.3 Interference or impairment. If a Party ("Impaired Party”) reasonably determines that the services,
network, facilities, or methods of operation of the other Party (“interfering.Party”) will or are likely to
significantly degrade the Impaired Party's provision of services or the operation of the Impaired Party's
network or facilities, the Impaired Party may interrupt or suspend service provided to the interfering party
to-the extent necessary to prevent such interference or impairment, subject to the following:

i. The Impaired Party must notify the Interfering Party and allow that Party a reasonable
opportunity to correct the problem.

ii. Where the Impaired Party does not know the precise cause of the interference or impairment, it
must notify each Carrier that may have caused or contributed to the problem.

iii. Except in emergency situations (e.g., situations involving a risk of bodily injury to persons or
damage to tangible property, or an interruption in Customer service) or as otherwise provided in this
Agreement, the Impaired Party shall provide the Interfering Party at least ten (10} days’ prior written notice
of the interference or impairment or potential interference or impairment and the need to correct the
condition within said time period;.

iv. Where the interference or impairment asserted by the Impaired Party remains unresolved by
the Interfering Party after ten (10) days, the Impaired Party must establish with specific and verifiable
information that a particular service, network, facility or method of operation of the Interfering Party is
causing the significant degradation.

v. Where the Impaired Party demonstrates that a particular service, network, facility or method of
operation of the Interfering Party is significantly degrading the performance of the impaired Party’s
provision of services, the Interfering Party shall discontinue deployment of that service and correct the
interference or impairment or migrate its Customers to technologies that will not significantly degrade the
periormance of other such services. Upon correction of the interference or impairment, the Impaired
Party will promptly restore the interrupted or suspended Service. The Impaired Party shall not be
abligaied to provide an out-of-service credit allowance or other compensation to the Interfering Party in
connection with the suspended Service uniess Service was improperty interrupted or suspended by the
Impaired Party.

284  Qutage Repair Standard. in the event of an outage or trouble in any Service being provided by a
Party hereunder, the Providing Party will follow industry standard procedures for isolating and clearing the
outage or trouble in a manner consistent with its obligations to act in a non-discriminatory manner.

29, Notice of Network Changes

If @ Party makes a change in the information necessary for the transmission and routing of services using
that Party's facilities or network, or any other change in its facilities or network that will materially affect the
interoperability of its faciiities or network with the other Party’s facilities or network, the Party making the
change shall provide notice to the other Party of the change at ieast ninety (90) days in advance of such
change; provided, however, that if an earlier publication of notice of a change is reguired by Applicable
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Law, notice shall be given at the time required by Applicable Law.
30. Notices

30.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, notices given by one Party to the other Party
under this Agreement:

30.1.1 shall be in writing;

30.1.2 shall be delivered (a) personally, (b) by express delivery service with next Business Day delivery,
or (c) by certified or registered U.S. mall, return receipt requested, postage prepaid,; and

30.1.3 shall be delivered to the following addresses of the Parties:

To: Core Communications, Inc.
208 West Street, Suite 302
Annapolis, MD 21401

with a copy to:

To: ABC Telephone Company

with a copy to:

Thomas Thomas Armstrong & Niesen
212 Locust Street

P. O. Box 9500

Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500
Telephone Number: 717-255-7600

or to such other address(s} as either Party may designate from time to time by proper notice.

30.2 Notices will be-deemed given as of the earlier of (a) where there is personal delivery of the notice,
the date of actual receipt, (b) where the notice is sent via express delivery service for next Business Day -
detivery, the next Business Day after the notice is sent, and {c) where notice is sent via certified or
registered U.5. mail, the date of receipt shown on the Postal Service receipt.

31. Performance Standards

31.1 ABC shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law.

31.2  Core shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law.

31.3  To the extent that Core requests inrterconnection services or netwark arrangements for the
exchange of Telecommunications traffic or any other services pursuant to this Agreement and the
fulfillment of thai request would involve service or network arrangements beyond that which ABC provides
for its own services or with any other carrier, ABC may, at its option, provide such superior arrangements
under the condition that Core shall be responsible for any additional costs that may arise for the
provisioning and operation of such superior arrangements.,

32. Point of Contact for Core Customers
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32.1  Core shall establish telephone numbers and mailing addresses at which Core Customers may
communicate with Core and shall advise Core Customers of these telephone numbers and mailing
addresses.

32.2  Except as otherwise agreed to by ABC, ABC shall have no obligation, and may decline, to accept
a communication from a Core Customer, including, but not limited to, a Core Customer request for repair
or maintenance of an ABC Service provided to Core. To the extent the correct provider can be
determined, misdirected calls received by either Party will be referred to the proper Service provider.

33. Publicity and Use of Trademarks or Service Marks

33.1 A Party, its Affiliates, and their respective contractors and Agents, shall not use the other Party's
trademarks, service marks, logos or other proprietary trade dress, in connection with the sale of products
or services, or in any advertising, press releases, publicity matters or other promotional materials, uniess
the other Party has given its written consent for such use, which consent the other Party may grant or
withhold in its sole discretion.

33.2  Neither Party may imply any direct or indirect affiliation with or sponsorship or endorsement of it or
its services or products by the other Party.

34. References

34.1  All references to Sections, Appendices and Exhibits shall be deemed to be references to
Sections, Appendices and Exhibits of this Agreement unless the context shall otherwise require.

34.2 Unless the context shall otherwise require, any reference to a Tariff, agreement, technical or other
document {including ABC or third party guides, practices or handbooks), or provision of Applicable Law, is
to such Tariff, agreement, document, or provision of Applicable Law, as amended and supplemented from
time to time (and, in the case of a Tariff or provision of Applicable Law, io any successaor Tariff or
provision}.

35. Relationship of the Parties

351 The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement shall be that of indepencjent contractors and
nothing herein shall be construed as creating any other refationship between the Parties.

35.2 Nothing contained in this Agreement shall make either Party the employee of the other, create a
partnership, joint venture, or other similar relationship between the Parties, or grant to either Party a
franchise, distributorship or similar interest.

35.3  Except for provisions herein expressly authorizing a Party to act for another Party, nothing in this
Agreement shall constitute a Party as a legal representative or Agent of the other Party, nor shall a Party
have the right or authority to assume, create or incur any liability or any obligation of any kind, express or
impiied, against, in the name or on behalf of the other Party unless otherwise expressly permitted by such
other Party in writing, which permission may be granted or withheld by the other Party in its sole discretion.

354 Each Party shall have sole authority and responsibility to hire, fire, compensaie, supervise, and
otherwise control its employees, Agents and contractors. Each Party shall be solely responsible for
payment of any Social Security or other taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to pay in conjunction
with its employees, Agents and contractors, and for withholding and remitting to the applicable taxing
authorities any taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to collect from its employees.

335  Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, no Party undertiakes 1o perform any
obligation of the other Party, whether regulatory or contractual, or to assume any responsibility for the
management of the other Party's business.

35.6  The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement is a non-exclusive relationship.

36. Reservation of Rights

Notwithstanding anything to the conirary in this Agreement, neither Party waives, and each Party
hereby expressly reserves, its rights: (a) to appeal or otherwise seek the reversal of and changes in any
arbitration decision associated with this Agreement; (b) to challenge the lawiulness of this Agreement and
any provision of this Agreement; (c) to seek changes in this Agreement {including, but not limited to,
changes in rates, charges and the Services that must be offered) through changes in Applicable Law; and,
(d) to challenge the lawfulness and propriety of, and to seek to change, any Applicable Law, including, but
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not limited to any rule, regulation, order or decision of the Commission, the FCC, or a court of applicable
jurisdiction. Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to limit or prejudice any position a Party has taken
or may take before the Commission, the FCC, any other state or federal regulatory or legisiative bodies,
courts of applicable jurisdiction, or industry fora. The provisions of this Section shall survive the expiration,
cancellation or termination of this Agreement.

37. Subcontractors 3

A Party may use a contractor (including, but not limited to, an Affiliate of the Party) to perform the
Party’s obligations under this Agreement; provided, that a Party's use of a contractor shall not release the
Party from any duty or liability to fulfill the Party’s obligations under this Agreement.

38. Successors and Assigns _ _ .
This Agreement shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their respective

legal successors and permitted assigns.

39. Survival

The rights, liabilities and obligations of a Parly for acts or omissions occurring prior to the
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party
under any provision of this Agreement regarding confidential information, indemnification or defense, or
limitation or exclusion of liability, and the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party under any provisian of
this Agreement which by its terms or nature is intended to continue beyond or to be performed after the
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, shall survive the expiration, cancellation or
termination of this Agreement.

40. Taxes

40.1  In General. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if any federal, state or local tax,
fee, surcharge or other tax-like charge (a "Tax") is required or permitted by Applicable Law or a Tariff to
be collected from the Purchasing Party by the Providing Party, then (a) the Providing Party shall properly
bill the Purchasing Party for such Tax, {b) the Purchasing Party shall timely remit such Tax to the
Providing Party and {c) the Providing Party shall timely remit such collected Tax 1o the applicable taxing
authority.

40.2 Taxes imposed on the Providing Party. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if
any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the receipts of the Providing Party, and
such Applicable Law permits the Providing Party to exclude certain receipts received from sales for resale
to a public utility, distributor, tetephone company, local exchange carrier, telecommunications company or
other communications company (“Telecommunications Company”), such exclusion being based solety on
the fact that the Purchasing Party is also subject to a tax based upon receipts {("Receipts Tax"), then the
Purchasing Party (a) shall provide the Providing Party with written notice of its intent to pay the Receipts -
Tax and (b) shall timely pay the Receipts Tax to the applicable tax authority.

40.3  Taxes Imposed on Customers. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services that are
resold to a third party, if any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the subscriber,
End User, Customer or ultimate consumer (“Subscriber”) in connection with any such purchase, which a
Telecommunications Company is required to impose and/or collect from a Subscriber, then the
Purchasing Party (a) shall be required to impose and/or coliect such Tax from the Subscriber and (b) shall
timely remit such Tax to the applicable taxing authority.

404  Liability for Uncoliected Tax, Interest and Penalty. if the Providing Party has not received an
exemption certificate from the Purchasing Party and the Providing Party faits to bill the Purchasing Party
for any Tax as required by this Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party,
{a) the Purchasing Party shall remain liable for such unbilled Tax and (b} the Providing Party shall'be liable
for'any interest assessed thereon and any penalty assessed with respect to such unbilled Tax by-such
authority. If the Providing Party properly bills the Purchasing Party for any Tax but the Purchasing Party
fails to remit such Tax to the Providing Party as required by this Section, then, as between the Providing
Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncoliected Tax and any
interest assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the
applicable taxing authority. If the Providing Party does not coliect any Tax as required by this Section
because the Purchasing Party has provided such Providing Party with an exemption certificate that is later
found to be inadequate by a taxing authority, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing
Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncollected Tax and any interest assessed thereon, as
well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the applicable taxing authority. If
the Purchasing Party fails to pay the Receipts Tax as required by this Section, then, as between the
Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, (x) the Providing Party shall be liable for any Tax imposed on its
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receipts and (y) the Purchasing Party shall be liable for any interest assessed thereon and any penalty
assessed upon the Providing Party with respect to such Tax by such authority. If the Purchasing Party
fails to impose and/or collect any Tax from Subscribers as required by this Section, then, as between the
Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall remain liabie for such uncollected
Tax and any interest assessed thereon, as well as any penally assessed with respect to such uncollected
Tax by the applicable taxing authority. With respect to any Tax that the Purchasing Party has agreed to
pay, or is required to impose on and/or collect from Subscribers, the Purchasing Party agrees to indemnify
and hold the Providing Party harmless on an after-tax basis for any costs incurred by the Providing Party
as a resuit of actions taken by the applicable taxing authority to recover the Tax from the Providing Party
due to the failure of the Purchasing Party to timely pay, or collect and timely remit, such Tax to such
authority. In the event either Party is audited by a taxing authority, the other Party agrees to cooperate
fully with the Party being audited in order to respond to any audit inquiries in a proper and timely manner
so that the audit and/or any resulting controversy may be resolved expeditiously.

40.5 Tax exemptions and Exemption Certificates. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase
hereunder from a Tax, and if such Applicable Law also provides an exemption procedure, such as an
exemption-certificate requirement, then, if the Purchasing Party complies with such procedure, the
Providing Party shall not collect such Tax during the effective period of such exemption. Such exemption
shall be effective upon receipt of the exemption certificate or affidavit in accordance with the terms set
forth herein. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase hereunder from a Tax, but does not also
provide an exemption procedure, then the Providing Party shall not collect such Tax if the Purchasing
Party (a) furnishes the Providing Party with a letter signed by an officer requesting such an exemption and
citing the provision in the Applicable Law which clearly allows such exemption and (b) supplies the
Providing Party with an indemnification agreement, reasonably acceptable to the Providing Party {(e.g., an
agreement commonly used in the industry), which holds the Providing Party harmless on an after-tax
basis with respect to its forbearing to collect such Tax.

40.6  All notices, affidavits, exemption-certificates or other communications required or permitted to be
given by either Party to the other for purposes of this Section shall be made in writing and shall be
delivered in person or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, or registered mail, or a courier
service providing proof of service, and sent to the addressees set forth in the Notices Section of this
Agreement, as well as to the following:

To ABC:

To Core:
209 West Street, Suile 302
Annapolis, MD 21401

Either Party may from time to time designate another address or other addressees by giving notice in
accordance with the terms of this Section. Any notice or other communication shall be deemed {o be
given when received.

41. Technology Upgrades

41.1  ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services, including those facilities
and Services used by Core pursuant to this Agreement, at a level of guality that is equal to that which ABC
provides to itself, it's Affiliates, and any third parties in accordance with the requirements of the Act. At a
minimum, ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services in accordance with the
same technical criteria and service standards that are used within it's own network on terms and
conditions that are just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory in accordance with the terms and conditions of
this Agreement and Applicable Law.

41.2  ABC shall have the right to deploy, upgrade, migrate and maintain its network to the extent
permitted by Applicable Law. Nothing in this Agreement shall limit ABC's ability to madify its network
through the incorporation of new equipment or software or otherwise.

42. Territory

421 This Agreement applies solely tc the geographic territory in which ABC operates as an Incumbent
Local Exchange Carrier in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
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42.2  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, ABC may terminate this Agreement as to
a specific operating territory or portion thereof if ABC selis or otherwise transfers its operations in such
territory or portion thereof to a third-person. ABC shall provide Core with at least 80 calendar days prior
written notice of such termination, which shail be effective upon the date specified in the notice. After
such terminatian, ABC shall be obligated o provide Services under this Agreement only within the
remaining territory.

43. Third Party Beneficiaries

Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, this Agreement is for the sole benefit of the
Parties and their permitted assigns, and nothing herein shall create or be construed fo provide any third-
persons with any remedy, claim, liability, reimbursement, claim of action, or other right in excess of those
existing by reference in this Agreement,

44, Filing of Agreement o
The Parties understand and agree that this Agreement will be filed with the Commission.

45, 252(i} Obligations
To the extent required by law, each Party shall compty with section 252(i) of the Act.

46. Use of Service )

Each Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to ensure that its Customers, comply with
the provisions of this Agreement (including, but not limited to the provisions of appiicable Tariffs)
applicable to the use of Services purchased by it under this Agreement,

47. No Waiver

Except as otherwise set forth in this Agreement, a failure or delay of either Party to enforce any of
the provisions of this Agreement, cr any right or remedy available under this Agreement or at law'or in
equity, or to require performance of any of the provisions of this Agreement, or to exercise any option
which is provided under this Agreement, shall in no way he construed o be a waiver of such provisions,
rights, remedies or options. The Parties acknowledge that ABC is a Rural Telephone Company as that
term is defined in the Act. This Agreement does not affect and ABC does not waive any rights, including,
but not timited to, the rights afforded a Rural Telephone Company under 47 USC Section 251(f). Nothing
in this Agreement shall be construed to suggest any agreement by either Party that any of the terms and
conditions, service arrangements, or network arrangements are actually required by Applicable Law or
that any of the provisions in this Agreement would otherwise be subject to arbitration in Section 252 of the
Act.

48. Warranties

EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY STATED IN THIS AGREEMENT, NEITHER PARTY MAKES OR
RECEIVES ANY WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TC THE SERVICES
PROVIDED, OR TO BE PROVIDED, UNDER THIS AGREEMENT AND THE PARTIES DISCLAIM ANY
OTHER WARRANTIES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY,
WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE WARRANTIES AGAINST
INFRINGEMENT, AND WARRANTIES ARISING BY TRADE CUSTOM, TRADE USAGE, COURSE OF
DEALING OR PERFORMANCE, OR OTHERWISE.

49. Entire Agreement

This Agreement and any Attachments, Exhibits, Schedules, or tariffs which are incorporated
herein by this reference, sets forth the entire understanding and supersedes prior agreements between
the Parties relaling to the subject matter contained herein and merges all prior discussions between them,
and neither Party shall be bound by any definition, condition, provision, representation, warranty, covenant
.or promise other than as expressly stated in this Agreement or as is contemporaneously or subsequently
.set forth in writing and executed by a duly authorized officer or representative of the Party to be bound
thereby.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of ihe
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.

By: By:

Printed: Printed:
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Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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ATTACHMENT A
ADDITIONAL SERVICES

1. Dialing Parity - Section 251{b}(3)

Each Party shall provide the other Party with nondiscriminatory access to such services and
information as are necessary to allow the other Party to implement local Dialing Parity in accordance with
the requirements of Section 251(b)(3) of the Act.

2. Directory Listing and Directory Distribution ) ) .
ABC will provide directory services to Core. Such services will be provided in accordance with the
terms set forth herein.

2.1 Listing Information.

As used herein, “Listing Information” means a Core Customer’s primary name, address {including
city, state and zip code), telephone number(s), the delivery address and number of directories to be
delivered, and, in the case of a business Customer, the primary business heading under which the
business Customer desires to be placed, and any other information ABC deems necessary for the
publication and delivery of directories.

22 Listing Information Supply.

Core shall provide to ABC on a regularly scheduled basis, at no charge, and in a format required
by ABC or by a mutually agreed upon standard, all Listing Information and the service address for each
Core Customer whose service address location falls within the geographic area covered by the ABC
directory. Core shall also provide to ABC on a daily basis, (a) information showing ABC Customers who
have:disconnected or terminated their service with Core; and (b) delivery information for each non-listed or
non-published Core Customer to enable ABC to perform its directory distribution responsibilities.

2.3 Listing Inclusion and Distribution.

ABC shall include, on a nondiscriminatory basis and consistent with any obligations it may have
under Applicable Law, each Core Customer’s Primary Listing in all appropriate alphabetical directories
(both print and electronic) and, for business Customers, in the appropriate classified (Yellow Pages)
directories in accordance with the directory configuration, scope and schedules determined by ABC iniits
sole discretion, and shall provide initial distribution of such directories to such Core Customers in the
same manner it provides initial distribution of such directories to its own Customers. “Primary Listing”
means a Customer’s primary name, address, and telephone number. Listings of Core’s Customers shall
be interfiled with listings of ABC's Customers and the Customers of other LECs included in the ABC
directories. Core shall pay the charges set forth in the Pricing Attachment for all Primary listings and
additional alphabetical listings and other alphabetical services (e.g. caption arrangements) for Core's
Customers. ABC will not require a minimum number of listings per order.

24 ABC Infermation.

Upon request by Core, ABC shall make available to Core the following information to the extent
that ABC provides such information to its own business offices: a directory list of relevant NXX codes,
directory close dates, publishing data, and Yellow Pages headings. ABC also will make available to Core,
upon written request, a copy of ABC's alphabetical listings standards and specifications manual.

2.5 Confidentiality of Listing Information.

ABC shall accord Core Listing Information the same level of confidentiality that ABC accords is
own listing information, and shall use such Listing Information solely for the purpose of providing directory-
related services; provided, however, that should ABC elect to do so, it may use or license Core Listing
Information for directory publishing, direct marketing, or any other purpose for which ABC uses or licenses
its own listing information, so long as ABC Customers are not separately identified as such. Core shall not
be obligated to compensate ABC for ABC's use or licensing of Core Listing Information.

26 Accuracy.

Both Parties shall use commercialiy reasonable efforts o ensure the accurate publication of Core
Customer listings. At Core's request, ABC shall provide Core with a report, in a format specified by ABC,
of all Core's Customer listings normally no more than ninety (90) days and no less than thirty (30) days
prior to the service order close date for the applicable directory. ABC shall process any corrections made
by Core with respect to its listings, provided such corrections are received prior to the close date of the
particular directory. Core shall pay ABC for the listing reports at the rates set forth in the Pricing
Attachment.

2.7 Indemnification.
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Core shall adhere to all practices, standards, and ethical requirements established by ABC with
regard to listings. By providing ABC with Listing Information, Core represents to ABC that Core has the
right to provide such Listing Information to ABC on behalf of its Customers. Core agrees to release,
defend, hold harmless and indemnify ABC from and against any and all claims, losses, damages, suits, or
other actions, or any liability whatsoever, suffered, made, instituted, or asserted by any person arising out
of ABC's publication or dissemination of the Listing Information as provided by Core hereunder.

2.8  Liabifity.

ABC's liability to Core in the event of a ABC error in or omission of a listing shall not exceed the
lesser of the amount of charges actually paid.by Core for such listing or the amount by which ABC would
be iable to its own Customer.,

29 Directory Publication. . . )
Nothing in this Agreement shall require ABC to publish a directory where it would not otherwise.do

50.
3. intercept and Referral Announcements
3.1 When a Customer changes its service provider from ABC to Core, or from Core to ABC, and does

not retain its original telephone number, the Party formerly providing service to such Customer shall
provide a referral announcement (“Referral Announcement”) on the abandoned telephone number which
provides the Customer's new number or other appropriate information, to the extent known to the Party
formerly providing service. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Party shall not be obligated under this Section
to provide a Referral Announcement if the Customer owes the Party unpaid overdue amounts or the
Customer requests that no Referral Announcement be provided.

32 Referral Announcements shall be provided for a period of time for business Customers and
residential Customers in accordance with the same time period and terms specified in ABC's tariff and/or
pursuant to ABC’s general business practices. Except as otherwise provided by Applicable Law, the
period for a referral may be shortened by the Party formerly providing service if a number shortage
condition requires reassignment of the telephone number, This referral announcement will be provided by
each Party at no charge to the other Party, provided that the Party formerty providing service may bill the
Customer its standard Tariff charge, if any, for the referral announcement.

3.3 ABC Access to Information Related to Core Customers. ABC shall have the right to access, use
and-disclose information related to Core Customers that is in ABC’s possession to the extent such
access, use and/or disclosure has been authorized by the Core Customer in the manner required by
Applicable Law.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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ATTACHMENT B
INTERCONNECTION ATTACHMENT

1. Scope of Traffic

This Attachment describes the arrangements that may be utilized by the Parties for
interconnection of their respective networks for the transmission and routing of Local Traffic. Network
Interconnection will be provided by the Parties at any mutually agreeable point within ABC’s incumbent
Local Exchange Carrier network within each LATA. It is Core's responsibility to establish an
Interconnection Point at a point within ABC's incumbent local exchange carrier network. The Parties will
utilize the interconnection method as specified below unless otherwise mutually agreed to in writing by the
Parties.

1.1 The Parties agree that they will deliver to each other over the interconnection facilities the
foliowing traffic: (1) Local Traffic; (2) Core originated Local Traffic that is transited through ABC for
delivery to telecommunications carriers that are listed in the LERG as subtending the ABC tandem; (3)
Local Traffic originated by third party carriers that are listed in the LERG as subtending the ABC tandem
and is transited by ABC and delivered to Core; and (4) Local Internet Traffic.

1.2 The Parties shall make available to each other two-way trunks for the two-way exchange of Local
Traffic and Local Internet Traffic.

1.3 Each Party agrees that it will not provision any of its services in a manner that will result in, or
permits, the circumvention of the application of intrastate or interstate access charges by the other Party
including, but not limited to, the resale to third parties or the assignment of NPA-NXX numbers associated
with one Rate Center for Customers that obtain local exchange service in a different Rate Center. Each
Party agrees that it will not provision any of its services in @ manner that will result in, or permits, the
arbitrage and/or circumvention of the application of intrastate access charges by the other Party through
the resale or bridging of EAS service beyond the two specified Local Service Exchange Areas between
which EAS is provided. Telecommunications traffic to or from Customers that ariginates or terminates in
areas other than those included in the calling scope of Local Traffic is beyond the scope of the agreement.
All traffic that does not originate and terminate to Customers within the same local calling area of ABC is
subject to criginating and termination charges assessed by ABC pursuant to ABC’s intrastate or interstate
Switched Exchange Access Service tariffs regardiess of whether the traffic may have been converted to
Internet Protocol or any other transmission protocol during the routing and transmission of the cail.

1.4 Both Parties warrant that they will: {a) assign telephone numbers in a manner consistent with this
Agreement to Customers that obtain local exchange service in the Rate Center Areas associated with the
telephone number; (b) provision their local exchange carrier services in a manner that the resulting traffic
exchanged between the Parties pursuant to this Agreement will be confined to the scope of the traffic as
set forth in this Section; (¢) adopt the Rate Center areas for the assignment of telephone numbers that are
identical to those used by the incumbent local exchange carriers that serve the Local Service Exchange
Areas related to the Local Traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement; (d) assign whole NXX Codes to
each Rate Center, or where, applicable, thousand number blocks within a NXX Code assigned io that
Rate Center; and (e) subject to section 4.2 below, provide Calling Party Number on Customer originated
traffic delivered to the other Party. Both Parties agree that they wili engineer their respective networks and
design their respective systems to deliver traffic in compliance with this Agreement.

1.5 If either Party violates Section 1.4 above, the other Party shall be entitied to charge originating and
terminating access charges as appropriate for traffic associated with such violations,

1.6 Both Parties agree only to deliver traffic to the other Party. pursuant to and consistent with the
terms of this Agreement. It shall be a default of this Agreement for a Party to deliver, over the connecting
facilities, and traffic other than the traffic that is within the scope and consistent with the terms of this
Agreement.

1.7 Each Party is solely responsible for the receipt and transmission of 811/8911 traffic originated by
its End Users of its Telephone Exchange Services. The Parties acknowledge and affirm that calls to
911/E911 services shall NOT be routed over the trunk groups established between the Parties pursuant to
this Agreement. To the extent that a Party incorrectly routes such traffic over such arrangements, that
Party shall fully indemnify and hold harmless the other Party for any claims, including claims of third
parties, related to such calls.

2. Methods for Interconnection and Trunk Types
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2.1 Methods for interconnection.

2.1.1 The Parties shall interconnect their networks within ABC’s service area at the IP set forth'in
Appendix A.

2.1.1.1 Core shall be permitted to use a third party carrier’s special access facility services for purposes
of establishing interconnection with ABC at the IP. Core shall be responsible for the payment to any third
party-carrier for special access charges for such facilities.

2.1.1.2 Core shall aiso be permitied to use a third party's swilched transit services as the means to
exchange Local Traffic and Local Internet Traffic with ABC at the |P provided that: (1) the third party
carrier has in place contractual agreements with ABC which sets forth the terms and conditions under
which the third party carrier will provide intermediary switched services for the exchange of traffic between
the Parties pursuant to this Agreement; (2) Core is responsible for the costs associated with any charges
the intermediary third party may assess for the transit services provided for the exchange of traffic
between the Parties pursuant to this Agreement; and (3) the specific third' party and the description of
such third party arrangement is set forth in Appendix A. Moreover, the use of such third party switched
transit services for the exchange of traffic between the Parties pursuant to this Agreement shall be limited
to the condition that the total traffic between the Parties does not exceed one (1) DS-1 level volume of
traffic. If the volume of traffic exceeds one (1) DS-1 level of traffic, ABC may provide notice to Core, and
Core shall be required, within ninety (90} days after such notice, to provision either Core's own direct
facilities to the IP or to provision special access facilities as sef forth in Section 2.1.1.1.  This Agreement
does not require either Party to use the intermediary services of a third party.

2.1.2  Each Party shall make availabie to the other Party trunks at the IP overwhich the other Party can
deliver traffic that is within the scope of this Agreement. Each Party is responsible for the costs and
expenses on its side of the IP.

2.1.3 The Parties shall utilize the common channel out-of-band signaling (CCS) protocol developed by
the Consultative Committee for International Telephone and Teiegraph (CCITT) and the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI). The Parties currently utilize SS7 out-of-band signaling protocol and
agree to continue to exchange traffic using SS7 signaling parameters including, but not limited to ISDN
User Part (“ISUP"), Signaling Points including STPs, SSPs, and SCPs, and any other S57 parameters
necessary or desirable for the exchange of traffic.

2.1.3.1 The Parties agree to cooperaie on the exchange of all appropriate SS7 messages for call set-up,
including Integrated Services Digital Network User Part (“ISUP") and Transaction Capability User Part
(“TCAP") messages, to facilitate full interoperability of all CLASS features and functions between their
respective networks. The parties shall include the Jurisdiction Information Parameter (“JIP") in the Initial
Address Message {"lAM"), containing a Local Exchange Routing Guide-assigned NPA-NXX (6 digits)
identifying the originating switch on calls that they originate.’

2.1.3.2 Neither Party shall intentionally substitute or generate incorrect AN], CPN or S57 parameters on
traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement. Upon determination that a Party has intentionally
substituted or generated such incorrect parameters on traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement, the
offending Party shall pay the other Party the difference between compensation paid (if any) and applicable
access charges, plus interest due under the terms of the applicable access tariff from the date the traffic
would have been bilted if such parameters had been passed unaltered. In addition, the Parties
acknowledge that a violation of this paragraph would cause the other Party to incur expenses to identify
and correct the affected call records, and that such incidental expenses would be difficult to quantify;
therefore, in lieu of recovery of such expenses, the offending Party shall pay the other Party liquidated
damages of $1.00 per affected call record.

2.2 Trunk Types.
In interconnecting their networks pursuant fo this Attachment, the Parties will use, as appropriate,
the following separate and distinct trunk groups:

2.2.%  Interconnection Trunks for the transmission and routing of Local Traffic and Local Internet Traffic.
The Parties agree that the interconnection Trunk Groups will be installed and utilized as two-way.

2.2.2 Tandem Transit Trunks for the transmission and routing of Tandem Transit Traffic. The Parties
agree that the Tandem Transi{ Trunks will be two-way trunks.

23 Trunk Arrangements.
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2.3.1  For each trunk group with a utilization level of less than sixty percent (60%) for three consecutive
months, unless the Parties agree otherwise, ABC may disconnect a sufficient number of the available
trunks to attain a utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%), however, the trunks will be grouped
in multiples of 24 trunks for the purpose of determining utilization levels. The minimum utilization level of
sixty percent (60%) is not required until trunk groups have been in service for at least six (6) months.

2.3.3 Al trunks shall utilize 887 Commeoen Channel Signaling. The Parties agree to utilize B8ZS and
Extended Super Frame (ESF) DS1 facilities, where available. Should ABC determine that the Parties are
exchanging traffic on the Interconnection Trunks to and from any single ABC end office in an amount
sufficient to justify the installation of direct end office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, ABC may
at its sole discretion require Core to rearrange its Interconnection Trunk group by installing direct end
office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, such rearrangement shall not constitute the establishment
of a new P, and each Party will remain responsible for all expenses on its side of the |P.

2.4 Twe-Way Trunk Performance Standards.

241  The Parties shall meet {telephonically or in person) from time to time, as needed, to review data
on two-way trunks to determine the need for new trunk groups and to plan any necessary changes in the
number of trunks.

243 The performance standard for two-way trunk groups shall be that no such trunk group will exceed
its design blocking objective for three (3) consecutive calendar traffic study months.

244  Core shall determine and order the number of two-way trunks that are required to meet the
applicable design-blocking objective for all traffic carried on each two-way trunk group. Core shall order
two-way trunks by submitting ASRs to ABC and any applicable third party, setting forth the number of two-
way trunks to be installed and the requested installation dates within ABC’s effective standard intervals or
negotiated intervals, as appropriate. Core shall populate all applicable fields in ASRs in accordance with
OBF Guidelines as in effect from time to time.

2.4.5 ABC may (but shall not be obligated to) monitor two-way trunk groups using service results for the
applicable design blocking objective. If ABC observes blocking in excess of the applicable design
objective on any two-way trunk group and Core has not notified ABC that it has corrected such blocking,
ABC may submit to Core a Trunk Group Service Request directing Core to remedy the blocking. Upon
receipt of a Trunk Group Service Request, Core will issue an ASR to augment the two-way
interconnection trunk group with excessive blocking and submit the ASR to ABC and any applicable third
party within five (5} Business Days.

2.4.6  The Parties will review all two-way trunk groups that reach a utilization level of seventy percent
(70%), or greater, to determine whether those groups should be augmented. Core will promptly augment
all two-way trunk groups that reach a utilization level of eighty percent (80%) by submitting ASRs for
additional trunks sufficient to attain a utilization level of approximately seventy percent {(70%), uniess the
Parties agree that additional trunking is not required. For each two-way trunk group with a utilization level
of less than sixty percent (60%), unless the Parties agree otherwise, Core will promptly submit ASRs to
disconnect a sufficient number of trunks to attain a utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%) for
each respective group, unless the Parties agree that the two-way trunks should not be disconnected. In
the event Core fails to submit an ASR for two-way trunks in conformance with this section, ABC may bill
Core for the excess trunks at the applicable ABC tariff rates.

2.4.7 Because ABC will not be in control of when and how many two-way trunks are established
between its network and Core’s network, ABC's performance in connection with these two-way trunk
groups shall not be subject to any performance measurements and remedies under this Agreement, and,
except as otherwise required by Applicable Law, under any FCC or Commission approved carrier-to-
carrier performance assurance guidelines or plan.

3. Trunk Provisioning

31 Trunk Group Provisioning.

3.1 Both Parties shall use either a DS-1 or DS-3 facilities interface at the IP. When and where an
STS-1 interface is available, the Parties may agree to use such an interface. Upon mutuai agreement, the
Parties may agree to use an optical interface (such as OC-n}.

3.1.2  When trunks are provisioned using a DS-3 facility interface, then Core shall order the multiplexed
DS-3 facilities to the IP. Each Party will identify its Carrier Identification Code, a three or four digit. numeric
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code obtained from Telcordia, to the other Party when ordering a trunk group.

3.1.3  Unless mutually agreed to by both Parties, each Party will outpulse ten (10} digits to the other
Party.

3.1.4  Each Party will use commercially reasonable efforts to monitor trunk groups under its control and
to augment those groups using generally accepted trunk engineering standards so as to not exceed
blocking objectives.

3.2 Switching System Hierarchy and Trunking Requirements.

For purposes of routing Core traffic to ABC, the subtending arrangements between ABC Tandem
Switches and ABC End Office Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending
arrangements ABC maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers’ traffic. For purposes of routing
ABC ftraffic to Core, the subtending arrangements between Core Tandem Switches and Core End Office
Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending arrangements thaf Core maintains for
the routing of its own or other carriers’ fraffic.

3.3 Grades of Service. _ _ _
The Parties shall initially engineer and shall monitor and augment all trunk groups consistent with the Joint
Process as set forth in Section 12.

4, Traffic Measurement and Billing over Interconnection Trunks

4.1 Each Party, at its own expense, reserves the right to audit all traffic and any associated billing as
specified in this Section of the Agreement, up to a maximum of two audits per calendar year to ensure that
only Local Traffic amd Local Internet Traffic are being routed on the Interconnection Trunks and that rates
are being applied appropriately. Each Party agrees to provide the necessary Traffic data in conjunction
with any such audit in a timely manner.

4.2 To the extent technically feasible, each Party shall pass Calling Party Number (CPN) information
on each call. For those Customer's whose premise equipment is unable to populate the CPN in the call
detail record, each party shall populate the CPN field with the Customer's billing number. The Parties
agree that they will not populate the CPN field in the call detail record with a wholesale Customer’s billing
or local routing number but will utilize the final Customer's CPN or billing nurmber.

4.2.1  Where possible, actual call detail records including the CPN, will be used by the terminating Party
for purposes of auditing the scope of traffic. Where a lerminating Party has the capability, it will use the
actual call detail records inciuding the CPN information associated with each specific call to identify traffic
delivered by the other Party as either Local Traffic, Local Internet Traffic or traffic that is not within the
scope of this Agreement.

4.2.2 When a terminating Party receives insufficient call detail or the CPN is missing or masked, and
therefore cannot determine whether the call is or is not within the scope of this Agreement, and if the
percentage of traffic delivered with CPN of sufficient detail is greater than 90% the total calls delivered, the
calls without sufficient detail or CPN will be presumed to be in the same propartion as the calls within the
more than 90 percent that can be identified. If a traffic delivered by one Party to the other Party has CPN
on fewer than 90% of the calls, the terminating Party may provide written notice of a billing dispute to the
other Party delivering such calls below the 90 percent threshold. Upon such notice, the Party delivering the
traffic to the other Party (the "Delivering Party) shall have 30 days to investigate and correct the tack of
CPN and report the date the problem was corrected to the other Party {the "Terminating Party”}. If the
problem cannot be repaired within 30 days of the written notice to bring the delivered traffic without CPN to
fewer than 10% of total calls, the Terminating Party will bill all traffic without CPN as inirastate Access
traffic until such time as the traffic without CPN is fewer than 10% of total traffic.

4.3 Core agrees that it is responsible for all the Interconnection facility charges due ABC for the
Transit Trunk group facilities within the ABC service area.

5. Local Traffic and Local Internet Traffic
5.1 Reciprocal Compensation for Local Traffic.
5.1.1 Reciprocal Compensation applies only to Local Traffic as defined in this Agreement.

5.1.2  The specific compensation terms and conditions set forth in this Section of the Agreement for
Local Traffic are related to, specifically dependent on, and limited to the provision of Local Exchange
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Service to Customers for the exchange of Local Traffic that originates and terminates solely within those
areas as defined for Local Traffic in Section 2.41 of Part A. The specific compensation terms are also
dependent on the application of all other terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement. The specific
compensation terms and conditions set forth in this Section are not applicable to any other kind of traffic or
for traffic that originates or terminates in areas outside the scope of Local Traffic as defined in this
Agreement.

5.1.3 The Parties agree that the nature of the Local Traffic to be exchanged between the Parties and all
other mutual provisions and relative obiigations of the Parties pursuant to this Agreement represent good
and valuable consideration, the sufficiency of which between the Parties is acknowledged, and that the
relative obligations and consideration are sufficiently in balance between the Parties sLich that neither
Party has any obligation to provide any monetary compensation to the other Party for the other Party's
origination or termination of Local Traffic within the scope of this Agreement. The compensation terms
and conditions set forth in this section are specifically related to and dependent on all of the provisions of
Section 5.1.2 and any other terms and conditions of this Agreement.

5.2 Traffic Not Subject to Reciprocal Compensation.

52.1 Reciprocal Compensation shall not apply to the following: (1) any Internet Traffic, (2) interstate or
intrastate Exchange Access or exchange services for Exchange Access; (3) intraLATA Toll Traffic or
interLATA Toll Traffic, including, but not limited to, calls originated on a 1+ presubscription basis, or on a
casual dialed (10XXX/101XXXX) basis; (4) Switched Exchange Access Service traffic; (5) Optional
Extended Local Calling Area Traffic; or (6) Tandem Transit Traffic. Reciprocal Compensation Traffic does
not apply to traffic either originated from or terminated to a Party's Customer, where the Customer location
is physically located outside of the geographic area that has been identified as the Rate Center Area
associated with a particular NPA-NXX.

522 The determination of whether Telecommunications traffic is Switched Exchange Access Service
traffic shall be based upon the tariff of the incumbent LEC that serves the geographic area in which the
originating Rate Center Area is located.

53 Treatment of Internet Traffic.

53.1  The Parties agree to transport and switch tnternet Traffic in the manner described below in this
section subject to amendment upon written agreement of the Parties.

5.3.2 The Parties acknowledge that under current network and service arrangements, some internet
Traffic may be switched and transported as if Local Internet Traffic is Local Traffic. The Parties will treat
Local Internet Traffic under the following conditions until such time as a regulatory authority, court, or
legislative body addresses the proper treatment of this Local Internet Traffic. The switching and transport
of Local Internet Traffic over the Interconnection Trunk facilities by either Party, however, will not be
deemed or construed by either Party as either agreement or acknowledgment by the Parties that this
arrangement is proper or required. In the event that the manner in which Local internet Traffic is or may
be treated is determined with finality by an appropriate regulatory or legal body, or in the event that any
final and non-appealable action or decision of an appropriate regulatory or legal body results in a
determination that the interim treatment of Local Internet Traffic pursuant to this section is unlawful, the
Parties will negotiate in good faith immediate modification and/or replacement language tfo this Agreement
to effect new terms and conditions consistent with any such lawful action or determination. Any new or
modified terms will be effective with the effective date of any such lawful action or determination regarding
the treatment of Local Internet Traffic between the Parties. The Parties agree that the mutual provisions
and relative obligations of the Parties, including but not limited to, the mutual exchange of Local Internet
Traffic, pursuant to this Agreement are balanced and represent good and valuable consideration, the
sufficiency of which between the Parties is acknowledged and as a result of the Agreement set forth
above, neither Party will owe a net due amount to the other Party for terminating Local Internet Traffic
including, but not limited to, compensation for switching, transport or termination of Local Internet Traffic
untfifl such time as a regulatory authority, court, or legislative body addresses the proper treatment of this
traffic.

5.3.3 A call placed on a non-local basis {e.g., a toll call or 8yy call) to an ISP shall not be treated as
Local internet Traffic for compensation purposes. The Parties agree that, to the extent such "non-Local"
ISP calls are placed, that the rates, terms and conditions for IntraLATA and/or InterLATA calling shall
apply, including but not limited to rating and routing according to the Party's applicable tariffs and-the
application of intrastate and/or interstate Switched Exchange Access Service tariffs,

5.3.4 Where the public switched network, local exchange facilities and/or services of either Party are
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used for the origination or termination of VOIP Traffic calls, the Parties agree to apply the following terms
and conditions: VOIP Traffic calls will be originated and terminated in the same manner as each. Party
does for non-VOIP, circuit-switched Traffic. VOIP Traffic shall be subject to the same compensation
terms and conditions as applies for circuit switched calls. Consequently, VOIP Traffic that both originates
and terminates within a local calling area as defined for Local Traffic pursuant to this Agreement will also
be treated as Local Traffic pursuant to this Agreement. All other VOIP Traffic will be treated as either
intrastate or interstate interexchange traffic subject to the same terms and conditions as any other circuit-
switched interexchange traffic, including the application of originating and terminating Switched Exchange
Access Service charges.

6. Reserved for Future Use

7. Tandem Transit Traffic

Neither Party shall provide an intermediary or transit traffic function for the other Party’s
connection of its End Users to the End Users of a third party telecommunications carrier without the
consent and agreement of all parties. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to utilize any
intermediary or transit traffic function of the other Party. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to
provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services.

7.1 Tandem Transit Traffic shall be routed over the Tandem Transit Trunks described in Appendix A.
Core shall deliver Tandem Transit Traffic to ABC with CCS and the appropriate Transactional Capabilities
fAPPIication Part ("TCAP”) message to facilitate full interoperability of CLASS Features and billing
unctions. : )

7.2 Core shall pay ABC for Transit Traffic that Core originates at the rate specified in the Pricing
Attachment and Appendix A.

7.3 In no case will ABC be required to continue to provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services for local
Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to a CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, if the volume.of
iocal Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to the CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC exceeds one
(1) DS-1 level volume of calls per CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC per ABC tandem serving area
for a period of three consecutive months.

7.4 If or when a third party carrier's Central Office subtends a Core Central Office, then Core shall
offer to ABC a service arrangement equivalent to or the same as Tandem Transit Service provided by
ABC to Core as defined in this Section such that ABC may terminate calls to a Central Office of a CLEC,
ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, that subtends a Core Central Office ("Reciprocal Tandem Transit
Service”). Core shall offer such Reciprocal Transit Service arrangements under terms and conditions no
less favorable than those provided in this Section.

7.5 Neither Party shall take any actions to prevent the other Party from entering into a direct and
recfifprocal traffic exchange agreement with any carrier to which it originates, or from which it terminates,
traffic.

8. Number Resources, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points

8.1 Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to limit or otherwise adversely affect in any manner
either Party’s right to employ or to request and be assigned any Central Office Codes ("NXX") pursuant to
the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines and any relevant FCC or Commission orders, as may be
amended from time to time, or to establish, by Tariff or otherwise, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points
corresponding to such NXX codes.

8.2 During the term of this Agreement, Core shall adopt the Rate Center Area and Rate Center Points.
that the Commission has approved for ABC and any other incumbent Local Exchange Carriers within the
serving area. Core shall assign whole NPA-NXX codes to each Rate Center Area uniess otherwise
ordered by the FCC, the Commission or another governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction, or the
telecommunications industry adopts alternative methods of utilizing NXXs.

8.3 It shall be the responsibility of each Party to program and update its own switches and network
systems. Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, neither Party shall impose any fees or charges
whatsoever on the other Party for such activities.

SFJa. ~Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process; and Installation, Maintenance, Testing and
epair
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9.1 Joint Netwoerk Implementation and Grooming Process.

9.1.1  Upon request of either Party, the Parties shall jointly develop an implementation and grooming
process (the “Joint Grooming Process” or “Joint Process”) which may define and detail, inter alia: (1)
standards to ensure that Interconnection Trunks and Tandem Transit Trunks experience a grade of
service, availability and quality which is comparable to that achieved on interoffice trunks within ABC's
network and in accord with all appropriate relevant industry-accepted quality, reliability and availability
standards; (2) the respective duties and responsibilities of the Parties with respect to the administration
and maintenance of the trunk groups, including, but not limited to, standards and procedures for
notification and discoveries of trunk disconnects; (3) disaster recovery provision escalations; and {4) such
other maltters as the Parties may agree.

9.1.2 Except as otherwise stated in this Agreement, trunks provided by either Party for Interconnection
services will be engineered using a P.01 Grade of Service.

9.2 Installation, Maintenance, Testing and Repair. )

Uniess otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties, to the extent required by Applicable taw,
Interconnection provided by a Party shall be equal in quality to that provided by such Party to itself, any
subsidiary, affiliates or third party. If either Party is unable to fulfill its obligations under this Section, it shall
notify the other Party of its inability to do so and will negotiate alternative intervals in good faith. The
Parties agree that to the extent required by Applicable Law, the standards to be used by a Party for
isolating and clearing any disconnections and/or other outages or troubles shall be at parity with standards
used by such Party with respect to itself, any subsidiary, affiliate or third party.

9.2.1 A maintenance service charge applies whenever either Party requests the dispatch of the other
Party's personnel for the purpose of performing maintenance activity on the interconnection trunks, and
any of the foliowing conditions exist: {a) No trouble is found in the interconnection trunks; (b) The trouble
condition results from equipment, facilities or systems not provided by the Party whose personnel were
dispatched; or (¢} Trouble clearance did not otherwise require a dispatch, and upon dispatch requested for
repair verification, the interconnection trunk does not exceed maintenance limits.

9.2.2 If a maintenance service charge has been applied and trouble is subsequently found in the
facilities of the Party whose personnel were dispatched, the charge will be canceled.

9.2.3 Billing for maintenance service by either party is based on each half-hour or fraction thereof
expended to perform the work requested. The time worked is categorized and billed at one of the
following three rates: (1) basic time; (2} overtime; or (3} premium time as defined in ABC'’s intrastate
access tariff.

9.3 Forecasting Requirements for Trunk Provisioning. .

Within ninety (90) days of executing this Agreementi, Core shall provide ABC a two (2) year traffic
forecast. This initial forecast will provide the amount of traffic to be delivered to and from ABC over each
of the Interconnection Trunk groups over the next eight (8) quarters. The forecast shall be updated and
provided to ABC on an as-needed basis but no less frequently than semiannually.,

9.4 Initial Forecasts/Trunking Requirements.

Because ABC's trunking requirements will, at least during an initial period, be dependent on the Customer
segments and service segments within Customer segments to whom Core decides to market its services,
ABC will be largely dependent on Core to provide accurate trunk forecasts for both inbound (from ABC)
and outbound (to ABC) traffic. At ABC’s discretion, when Core expressly identifies particular situations
that are expected to produce traffic that is substantially skewed in either the inbound or outbound
direction, ABC may provide the number of trunks Core suggests; provided, however, that in all cases
ABC’s provision of the forecasted number of trunks to Core is conditioned on the following: that such
forecast is based on reascnable engineering criteria, there are no capacity constraints, and Core’s
previous forecasts have proven to be reliable and accurate.

8.4.1 Monitoring and Adjusting Forecasts. ABC will, for ninety (30} days, monitor traffic on each trunk
group that it establishes at Core’s suggestion or request pursuant fo the procedures identified in this
Section. At the end of such ninety {90) day period, ABC may disconnect trunks that, based on reasonable
engineering criteria and capacity constraints, are not warranted by the actual traffic volume experienced
subject to the limitations in Section 2.3 and Section 2.4 of this Interconnection Attachment,

9.4.2 Insubsequent pericds, ABC may also menitor traffic for ninety (90} days on additional trunk
groups that Core suggests ABC to establish.
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10. Number Portability - Section 251(B)(2)

10.1 Scope.
The Parties shall provide number portability (NP} in accordance with rules and regulations as
prescribed from time to time by the FCC.

Service provider number portability (*SPNP") is a service arrangement by, between, and among
local exchange carriers which allows an existing Customer to obtain local exchange service from a
different local exchange service provider and retain its then existing telephone number at a location within
the same rate center area. The Parties agree that they will only send a request to the other Party,
requesting to port a number, under the following conditions: {a) the reguesting Party will be providing
Telephone Exchange Service to that Customer in the same rate center area in which the Customer
currently obtains Telephone Exchange service; (b) the Requesting Party will be providing Telephone
Exchange Service to that Customer pursuant to a valid Certificate of Authority issued by the Pennsylvania
Public Utility Commission (PA PUC); and {(c) the requesting Party agrees, represents and warrants that
the PA PUC has full regulatory authority over the requesting Party's Telephone Exchange Service
provided to that particular Customer for which the port has been requested. The Parties agree that they
will not seek to port numbers from the other Party on behalf of any other service provider. SPNP is the
arrangement under which the Parties will provide long-term number portability.

10.2  Procedures for Providing LNP {“Long-term Number Portability”)

10.2.1 The Parties will follow the LNP provisioning process recommended by the North American
Numbering Council (NANC) and adopted by the FCC. In addition, the Parties agree to follow the LNP
ordering procedures established at the OBF. The Parties shall provide LNP on a reciprocal basis. LNF
shall only be provided within the geographic Rate Center Area associated with the ported number and
shall not be provided across Rate Center Area boundaries. LNP shall not be provided for the purpose of
avoiding toll or long distance charges.

10.2.2 A Customer of one Party ("Party A") elects to become a Customer of the other Party ("Party B").
The Customer elects to utilize the original telephone number(s) corresponding to the Telephone Exchange
Service(s) it previously received from Party A, in conjunction with the Telephone Exchange Service(s) it
will now receive from Party B. After Party B has received authorization from the Customer in accordance
with Applicable Law and sends an LSR to Party A, Parties A and B will work together to port the
Customer’s telephone number(s) from Party A’s network to Party B's network. Party B shall be charged
and shall pay to Party A either the Basic Initial LSR Service Order Charge or the Basic Subsequent
Service Order Charge as set forth in Appendix A. When a ported tetephone number becomes vacant;
e.g., the telephone number is not longer in service by the original end user, the ported telephone number
will be released back to the Local Service Provider owning the switch with which the NXX block associated
with the ported number was assigned criginally by the North American Numbering Plan Administrator.

10.2.3 When a telephone number is ported out of Party A's network, Party A will remove any non-
proprietary line based calling card(s) associated with the ported number(s} from its Line information
Database (LIDB). Reactivation of the line-based calling card in ancther LIDB, if desired, is the
responsibility of Party B or Party B's Customer.

10.2.4 When a Customer of Party A ports their telephone numbers fo Party B and the Customer has
previousty secured a reservation of line numbers from Party A for possible activation at a future point,
these reserved but inactive numbers may be ported along with the active numbers to be ported provided
the numbers have been reserved for the Customer. Party B may request that Party A port all reserved
numbers assigned to the Customer or that Party A port only those numbers listed by Party B. As long as
Party B maintains reserved but inactive numbers ported for the Customer, Party A shali noi reassign those
numbers. Party B shall not reassign the reserved numbers to ancther Customer.

10.2.5 When a Cuslomer of Party A ports their telephone numbers to Party B, in the process of porting
the Customer's telephone numbers, Party A shall implement the ten-digit trigger feature where it is
available. When Party A receives the porting request, the unconditional trigger shall be applied to the
Customer's line before the due date of the porting activity. When the ten-digit unconditional trigger is not
available, Party A and Party B must coordinate the disconnect activity.

10.2.6 The Parties shall furnish each other with the Jurisdiction Information Parameter (JIP) in the Initial
Address Message (1AM), containing a Local Exchange Routing Guide (LERG)-assigned NPA-NXX (6
digits) identifying the originating switch on calls originating from LNP capable switches.

10.2.7 Where LNP is commercially available, the NXXs in the office shall be defined as poriable, except
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as noted below, and translations will be changed in the Parties’ switches to open those NXXs for database
queries in all applicable LNP capable offices within the LATA of the given switch(es).

10.2.8 All NXXs assigned to LNP capable switches are to be designated as portable unless a NXX(s)
has otherwise been designated as non-portable. Non-portable NXXs include NXX codes assigned to
paging services; codes assigned for internal testing and official use and any other NXX codes required to
be designated as non-portable by the rules and regulations of the FCC. NXX codes assigned to mass
calling on a choked network may not be ported using LNP technology but are portable using methods
established by the NANC and adopted by the FCC. On a prospective basis, newly assigned codes in
switches capable of porting shall become commercially available for porting with the effective date in the
network.

10.2.9 Both Parties’ use of LNP shall meet the performance criteria specified by the FCC. Both Parties
will act as the default carrier for the other Party in the event that either Party is unable to perform the
routing necessary for LNP.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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ATTACHMENT C
PRICING
1. General
éﬁ o A3 used in this Attachment, the term "Charges" means the rates, fees, charges and prices for a
ervice,

1.2 The Charges for a Service shall be the charges for Services as detailed in this Attachment or
Appendix A, as applicable.

1.3 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant fo this Section, the Charges shall be
as stated in Appendix A of this Pricing Attachment.

1.4 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, if Charges for a
Service are otherwise expressly provided for in this Agreement, such Charges shall apply.

1.5 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the
Service shall be the Providing Party’s FCC or Commission approved Charges.

1.6 Inthe absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the
Service shall be mutually agreed to by the Parties in writing.

2. Core Prices .
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, the Charges that Core bills ABC for Core's
Services shall not exceed the Charges for ABC's comparable Services.

3. Regulatory Review of Prices

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, each Party reserves its respective rights to
institute an appropriate proceeding with the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body of
appropriate jurisdiction: (a) with regard to the Charges for its Services (including, but not limited to, a
proceeding to change the Charges for its services); and {b) with regard to the Charges of the other Party
(including, but not imited to, a proceeding in which the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body
with appropriate jurisdiction is asked to reduce such Charges and to order a refund of any amounts paid in
excess of any Charges that are reduced).

IN WITNESS WHERECF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement ta be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Cdmmunications. Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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APPENDIX A
ABC TELEPHONE COMPANY and CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

A. Designation of the IP(s}):

B. Local Traffic Termination

To be added pursuant to the terms of this Agreement

C. Tandem Transil arrangements for Tandem Transit Traffic between Core and carriers other than
ABC that subtend a ABC Tandem Switch. (Not applicable to Toll Traffic when Meet Point Billing
Arrangement applies; Separate trunks required for IXC subtending trunks)

- Tandem Transit Trunking Arrangement:

- Tandem Transit Trunking Charges by ABC to Core:

- Tandem Switching & Transport= $.xxxxx/MOU for Core Originated Tandem Transit Traffic

D. LSR Ordering Charges for LNP activity

- Basic Initial LNP Service Order Charge = $xxx,xx per each initiat request by one Party to the
other Party per LNP request per Customer -- To be billed to and paid by the requesting Party.

- .Basic Subsequent LNP Service Order Charge = $xxx.xx per each time the requesting Party

submits a revised request per LNP request per Customer -- To be billed to and paid by the
requesting Party.

E. DIRECTORY LISTINGS & BOOKS

1. Girectory Listing Report
- Annual directory validation listing report $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC
- Initia! Request separate request $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC
- Subseguent Requesis § to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC

2. For each telephone number listed (i.e., published) in the White Page Directory and/or in

the Yellow Page Directory - a monthly charge equal to ABC's costs or charges to ABC from
outside vendor for each such listing:

- $x.xx per month per listing to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC

3. Other Tariffed Directory Listing Services
- As Applicable per ABC Pa PUC
- Listing/Database charge - $.XXX

4, As Applicable per ABC-PAFPUC No.____
- Books & delivery (annual home area directories only) —- No charge for normal number
of books delivered to Customers; additional delivery or bulk delivery per separate
arrangement between ABC and Core.
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F. Designation of Third Party interconnection Arrangements.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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Chris Van de VerL

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>
To: <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com>

Cc: "Gina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2005 2:30 PM

Subject: Re: Core Communications, Inc.
Patty,
If you will provide me with a Word version of the draft Agreement, | can provide you with a redline within a week

or so. Once you have Core's redline and a chance to review it, we should schedule a call to go through any
issues.

Thanks,
--Chris

RECEIVED

----- Original Message -----

From: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com JAN 2 & 2006

To: Christopher Van de Verg

Cc: Gina Matz

Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2005 1:08 PM ™A ngggE%%% %gg;ﬁsfm

Subject: Core Communications, Inc.
Chris:

Attached in PDF format is our letter to you as well as a draft Agreement. A hard copy will follow by first class
mail.

Patty

Vickie Joseph

Secretary to Patricia Armstrong

THOMAS, THOMAS, ARMSTRONG & NIESEN
212 Locust Street, Suite 500

P.0O. Box 9500

Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500

717-255-7606

NOTICE: This e-mail message contains information that is confidential, may be protected by the attorney/client
or other privitege and may constitute non-public information. It is intended to be conveyed only to the recipient
(s) name above. If you or your office has received this e-mail in error, please delete it and immediately notify
the sender by calling 717-255-7600. Thank you.

1/23/2006
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Chris Van de Vera

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>

To: <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com:

Cc: "Gruin, Michael™ <mgruin@aghweb.com>; "Renardo Hicks" <rhicks@aghweb.com>; "Regina
Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 4:02 PM

Subject: Fw: Core Communications, Inc.
Patty,
Please forward me a Word version of the RTCC ICA proposal to Core.

Thanks,
—-Chris

----- Original Message —--

From: Chris Van de Verg

To: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com

Cc: Gina Matz

Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2005 2:30 PM
Subject: Re: Core Communications, Inc.

Patty,

If you will provide me with a Word version of the draft Agreement, | can provide you with a redline within a week
or so. Once you have Core's redline and a chance to review it, we should schedule a call to go through any
issues.

Thanks,
--Chris

----- COriginal Message -

From: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com

To: Christopher Van de Verg

Cc: Gina Matz

Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2005 1:08 PM
Subject: Core Communications, Inc.

Chris:

Attached in PDF format is our letter to you as well as a draft Agreement. A hard copy will follow by first class
mail.

Patty

Vickie Joseph

Secretary to Patricia Armstrong

THOMAS, THOMAS, ARMSTRONG & NIESEN
212 Locust Street, Suite 500

P.O. Box 9500

Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500

1/23/2006
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From: "Patricia Armstrong” <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com=>
To: "Chris Van de Verg™ <chris@coretel.net>
Cc: "Gruin, Michael" <mgruin@aghweb.com>; "Renardo Hicks™ <rhicks@aghweb.com>; "Regina

Matz™ <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 4:06 PM
Attach: NEW CLEAN 10-18 ABC to Core.doc
Subject: RE: Core Communications, Inc.

It was sent to you last week - on Tuesday - the same day you asked for it. | have attached the latest version of it -
which cleans up some spacing and formatting issues from what was sent to you last week. Also - note you can

easily convert from PDF to Word

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net]
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 4:03 PM

To: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com

Cc: 'Gruin, Michael'; Renardo Hicks; Regina Matz
Subject: Fw: Core Communications, Inc.

Paity,

Please forward me a Word version of the RTCC ICA proposal to Core.

Thanks,
-~Chris

----- Original Message -----

From: Chris Van de Verg

To: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com

Cc: Gina Matz

Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2005 2:30 PM
Subject: Re: Core Communications, Inc.

Patty,

If you will provide me with a Word version of the draft Agreement, | can provide you with a redline within a week
or s0. Once you have Core's redline and a chance to review it, we should schedule a call to go through any

issues.

Thanks,
--Chris

---— Original Message ---—

From: parmstrong@ttaniaw.com

To: Christopher Van de Verg

Cc: Gina Matz

Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2005 1:08 PM
Subject: Core Communications, Inc.

Chris:

1/23/2006
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Chris Van de Ver&

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>

To: "Patricia Armstrong" <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com>

Cc: "Gruin, Michael™ <mgruin@aghweb.com>; "Renardo Hicks™ <rhicks@aghweb.com>; "Regina
Matz" <rmatz@ttaniaw.com>

Sent: Tuesday, Novernber 29, 2005 4:16 PM

Subject: Re: Core Communications, Inc.

Thanks Patty. | did not see the email last week.

I've tried to convert from PDF to Word before. Although it is easy to do from a mechanical point of view, the
formatting (especially in a complex document like an ICA} always gets screwed up somehow.

[ will have a markup to you tater this week or early next week.

Regards,
--Chris

~--- Original Message --—---

From: Patricia Armstrong

To: 'Chris Van de Verg'

Cc: 'Gruin, Michael' ; 'Benardo Hicks' ; ‘Regina Matz’
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 4:.06 PM
Subject: RE: Core Communications, Inc.

it was sent to you last week - on Tuesday - the same day you asked for it. | have attached the latest version of
it - which cleans up some spacing and formatting issues from what was sent to you last week. Also - note you
can easily convert from PDF to Word

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net]
Sent: Tuesday, November 25, 2005 4:03 PM

To: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com

Cc: 'Gruin, Michael'; Renardo Hicks; Regina Matz
Subject: Fw: Core Communications, Inc.

Patty,
Please forward me a Word version of the RTCC ICA proposal to Core.

Thanks,
--Chris

----- Original Message ---—

From: Chris Van de Verg

To: parmstrong@ttaniaw.com

Cc: Gina Matz

Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2005 2:30 PM
Subject: Re: Core Communications, Inc.

Patty,

1/23/2006
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Chris Van de Verg

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>

To: <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com>

Cc: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>; "Mike Gruin" <mag@stevenslee.com>; "Rick Hicks"
<rlh@stevenslee.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2005 10:54 AM

Attach: NEW CLEAN 10-18 ABC to Core--markup.doc
Subject: Core's Redline of RTCC's ICA Proposal

Patty,

Attached is Core's redline counterproposal te RTCC's ICA proposal.

I would like to schedute a time for us to walk through the agreement and identify issues which can {or can not) be
resolved through negotiation. | am generally available next week (except for Wednesday) as well as the following

week.,

Regards,
--Chris

RECEIVED

JAN 2 B 2006

PAPUBLIC yTILTY COMMISSION

SEGRETARY'S BUREAU

1/23/2006
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by and between
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PREFACE

This Agreement (“Agreement”) shall be deemed effective upon approval by the Commission (the
“Effective Date”), between ABC Telephone Company ("ABC”), a corporation organized under the laws of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with offices at
and Core Communications, Inc. ("Core”), a corpeoration organized under the laws of the State of Maryland
with offices at 209 West Street, Suite 302, Annapolis, MD 21401 (Core and ABC may be referred to
hereinafter, each, individually as a “Party,” and, collectively, as the “Parties”).

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to interconnect their local exchange networks for the purpose of
transmission and termination of Telecommunications traffic that is within the scope of this Agreement,
and

WHEREAS, the nature of the interconnection arrangement between the Parties established
pursuant to this Agreement is of mutual benefit to both Parties and is intended to fulfill their needs to
exchange LocalTraffictelephone exchange service and exchange access traffic.

Now, therefore, in consideration of the terms and conditions contained herein, ABC and Core
hereby mutually agree as follows:
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PART A
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

1. General Rule

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, when a term listed in this Glessary is used in this
Agreement, the term shall have the meaning stated in this Glossary. A defined term intended te convey
the meaning stated in this Glossary is capitalized when used. Other terms that are capitalized, and not
defined in this Glossary or elsewhere in this Agreement, shall have the meaning stated in the Act.
Additional definitions that are specific to the matters covered in a particular provision of this Agreement
may appear in that provision. To the extent that there may be any conflict between a definition set forth in
this Glossary and any definition in a specific provision, the definition set forth in the specific provision shall
control with respect to that provision.

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, any term defined in this Glossary which is defined
or used in the singular shall include the plural, and any term defined in this Glossary which is defined or
used in the plural shall include the singular.

2. Definitions
2.1 “Access Services” refers to interstate and intrastate swiiched access and private line transport
services.

2.2 “Act” means the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. §151 et seq.), as amended from time to
time {including, but not limited to, by the Telecommunications Act of 1998).

2.3 “Affiliate” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

2.4 “Agent” shall include an agent or servant.

25 “Agreement” means this Agreement, as defined in Part B, Secticn 1 of the General Terms and
Conditions.

286 “Ancillary Traffic” means all traffic that is destined to provide Services ancillary to

Telecommunications Services, or that may have special routing or billing requirements, inctuding but not
limited to the following: 911/ES11, Operator Services, Directory Assistance, third party {except for that
third party traffic that is specifically addressed in this Agreement), collect and calling card database query
and Service, 800/888 database query and Service, CNAM, LIDB, and voice information Service.

2.7 “Applicable Law” means all effective laws, administrative rules and regulations, and any court
orders, rulings and decisions from courts of competent jurisdiction, applicable to each Party's
performance of its obligations under this Agreement.

28 “Business Day" means Monday through Friday, except for ABC’s holidays.

29 “Calendar Quarter” means January through March, April through June, July through September,
or October through December

210  “Calendar Year” means January through December.

2.1 “Calling Party Number” or "CPN” means a CCS parameter that identifies the calling party's
telephone number,

212  "Central Office” or “CO” refers to a local switching system for connecting lines to lines, lines to
trunks, or trunks to trunks for the purpose of originating/terminating calls over the public switched
telephone network. A single Central Office may handle several Central Office codes ("NXXs").
Sometimes this term is used to refer to a telephone company building in which switching systems and
telephone equipment are installed.
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213 “Central Office Switch” refers to a switch used to provide Telecommunications Services,
including, but not limited to, End Office and Tandem Switches. A Centrai Office Switch may also be
employed as a combination End Office/Tandem Office Switch.

214  "Commission” shall mean the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission.

2.15 “Common Channel Signaling” or “CCS" refers to a method of transmitting call set-up and network
control data over a digital signaling network separate from the public switched telephone network facilities

that carry the actual voice or data content of the call. Fhe-CCS-eurrentty-used-by-thePartiesis-SS7-

216 “Common Language Location Identifier’ or “CLLI Code” refers to a code developed by Telcordia
Technologies as a method of identifying physical locations and equipment such as buildings, Central
Offices, poles and antennas. There are three (3) basic formats for CLLI Codes: network entity, network
support site, and customer site.

2.17  “Competitive Local Exchange Carrier” or "CLEC” refers to any Local Exchange Carrier providing
Local Exchange Telecommunications Service in any area where it is not an Incumbent Local Exchange
Carrier {"ILEC"). Core is a CLEC.

218 “Customer” or “End User” means a third party residential or business end user of Telephone
Exchange Services provided by either of the Parties.

219 “Customer Proprietary Network Information” or “CPNI” is as defined in the Act.

2.20 “Day" means calendar days unless otherwise specified.

221  “End Office Switch” or “End Office” means a switching entity that is used to terminate Customer
station Loops for the purpose of interconnection to each other and to trunks.

steped—mieﬁmahen-”lnformatlon Serwces“ shall mean the offennq of a capaballtv for qeneratlnq acquiring,
storing, transforming, processing, retrieving, utilizing, or making available information via
telecommunications, and includes electronic publishing, but does not include any use of any such
capability for the management, control, or operation of a telecommunications system or the management
of a telecornmunications service.

223 ‘“Enbansed-Information Service Provider” or “EISP” shall mean a provider of ErhaneedInformation
Services.

224  “Entrance Facility” shall mean the facilities between a Party's designated premises and the
Central Office serving that designated premises.

2.25 "FCC" shall mean the Federal Communications Commission.
226  “Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier” or “ILEC” shall have the meaning stated in the Act.

227 ‘Interexchange Carrier” or “IXC" means a Teiecommunications Carrier that provides, directly or
indirectly, InterLATA or IntraLATA Telephone Toll Services.

2.28 ‘“Internet” means the collective international network of interoperable public, private, managed
and non-managed computer and Telecommunications facilities, including both hardware and software,
which comprise the interconnected world-wide network of networks that employ the Transmission Control
Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), or any predecessor or successor protocols to such protocol, to
communicate information of all kinds by wireline or wireless connections.
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2.29  “Internet Protocol” refers to a standard networking protocol that provides information transmission
across interconnected networks, between computers with diverse hardware architectures and various
operating systems, and keeps track of Internet addresses for different nodes, routes outgeing information
and recognizes incoming information.

2.30  ‘“Internet Service Provider” or “ISP" is a vendor who provides access for Customers {companies
and private individuals) to the Internet and the World Wide Web for Telecommunication Services or other
means, but does not include a common carrier {o the extent that it provides common carrier services.

“ISP Bound Traffic” means traffic delivered by a local exchange carrier to an ISP.

“|SP Forbearance Order” means the Federal Communications Commission’s Qrder in WC Docket
No. 03-171, released on October 18, 2004,

“ISP Remand Order” means the Federal Communications Commission's Order on Remand &

Report and Order in CC Docket Nos. 96-88 & 99-98, released on April 27, 2001,

2.32  “IntralLATA Traffic” means telecormmunications traffic that originates and terminates within the
same LATA.

2.34  “Local Access and Transport Area” or “LATA” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.
2.35  “Local Exchange Carrier” or “LEC” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

2.36  “Local Exchange Routing Guide” or “LERG” shall mean a Telcordia Technologies reference
containing NPA/NXX routing and homing information.

2.37  “Local Number Portability (*LNP")" means the ability of Customers of Telecommunications
Services to retain, within the same geographic Rate Center Area associated with the Customer's NPA-
NXX code, existing telecommunications numbers without impairment of quality, reliability, or convenience
when switching from one telecommunications carrier to another.

238  “Local Service Request’ (“LSR") means an industry standard form or a mutually agreed upon
change thereof, used by the Parties to add, establish, change or disconnect local services.
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2.40  “North American Numbering Flan” (“NANP”™) means the plan for the allocation of unique 10-digit
directory numbers consisting of a three-digit area code, a three-digit office code, and a four-digit line
number. The plan also extends to format variations, prefixes, and special code applications.

2.41  “Numbering Plan Area (“NPA”)" (sometimes referred to as an area code) is the three-digit
indicator which is designated by the first three digits of each 10-digit telephone number within the NANP,
Each NPA contains 800 possible NXX Codes. There are two general categories of NPA, “Geographic
NPAs" and “Non-Geographic NPAs.” A “Geographic NPA” is associated with a defined gecgraphic area,
and all telephone numbers bearing such NPA are associated with services provided within that
geographic area. A “Non-Geographic NPA,” also known as a "Service Access Code {SAC Code)"is
typically associated with a specialized telecommunications service which may be provided across multiple
geographic NPA areas; 500, 800, 900, 700, and 888 are examples of Non-Geographic NPAs.

242  “NXX,” "NXX Code,” “NNX,” “COC,” "Central Office Code,” or “CQO Code” is the three-digit swifch
entity indicator which is defined by the fourth, fifth and sixth digits of a 10-digit telephone number within
NANP.

243  “Proprietary Information” shall have the same meaning as Confidential Information.

244  “Providing Party” means a Party offering or providing a Service to the other Party under this
Agreement.

245 “Purchasing Party” means a Party requesting or receiving a Service from the other Party under
this Agreement.

246 “Rate Center Area” refers to the geographic area that has been identified as being associated
with a particular NPA-NXX code assigned to the LEC for its provision of Telephone Exchange Services.
The Rate Center Area is the exclusive geographic area that the LEC has identified as the area within
which it will provide Telephone Exchange Services bearing the particular NPA-NXX designation
associated with the specific Rate Center Area.

247 “Rate Center Point” refers to a specific geographic point, defined by a V&H coordinate, located
within the Rate Center Area and used to measure distance for the purpose of billing for distance-sensitive
Telephone Exchange Services and Toll Traffic.

248 “Reciprocal Compensation” means the arrangement for recovering, in accordance with Section
251(b)}(5) of the Act, costs incurred for the transport and termination of Subject Traffic originating by the
Customers of one Party on that Party’s network and terminating to the Customers of the other Party on
that other Party's network.

“Section 251(b)(5) Traffic” means {1} telecommunications traffic exchanged between a LEC and
a telecommunications carrier other than a CMRS provider, except for telecommunications traffic that is
interstate or intrastate exchange access, or exchange services for such access (see FCC Order on
Remand, 34,36, 39, 42-43} _and/or (2) telecommunications traffic exchanged by a LEC and a CMRS
provider that originates and terminates within the same Major Trading Area, as defined in 47 CFR §

24.202(a).

249  “Service” means any Interconnection arrangement, Telecommunications Service, or other
service, facility or arrangement, offered by a Party under this Agreement.

2.50  “Signaling Systermn 7" or “SS7” refers to the common channel out-of-band signaling protocol
(CCS) developed by the Consultative Committee for International Telephone and Telegraph (CCITT) and
the American National Standards Institute (ANS!). Cere-and-ABG-currenthyutitize-this-eut-of-bapd

signaling-protocel-

2.51  “Subsidiary” means a corporation or other person that is controlled by a Party, controls a Farty, or
is under common control with a Party.
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252  “Switched Exchange Access Service” means the offering of transmission and switching services
for the purpose of the origination or termination of Toll Traffic. Switched Exchange Access Services
include but may not be limited to: Feature Group A, Feature Group B, Feature Group D, 700 access, 800
access, 888 access and 900 access.

253  “Synchronous Optical Network ("SONET"} is an optical interface standard that allows interworking
of transmission products from multiple vendors (i.e., mid-span meets). The base rate is 51.84 MHps {OC-
1/STS-1 and higher rates are direct multiples of the base rate up to 1.22 GHps).

254 “"Tandem Switch” means a switching entity that has billing and recording capabilities and is used
to connect and switch trunk circuits between and among End Office Switches and between and among
End Office Switches and carriers’ aggregation points, points of termination, or points of presence, and to
provide Switched Exchange Access Services.

255 “Tandem Transit Traffic” or “Transit Traffic” includes Telephone Exchange Service traffic that
originates on one Party's netwark, and is transported through the other Party’s tandem switch to a third-
party's network, including, but not limited to, a CLEC, Commercial Mobile Radio Service ("*CMRS") carrier,
or other LEC, that subtends the relevant other Party's tandem switch to which the originating Party
delivers such traffic. Transit Traffic also includes Telephone Exchange Service that originates on a third
party's network, including but not limited to a CLEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC that is transported
through one Party’s tandem switch and delivered to the other Party.

2.56  “Tandem Transit Trunks” means those trunks as referenced in Section 2 of the Interconnection
Attachment.

257 “Tariff’ means a filing made at the state or federal level for the provision of a telecommunications
service by a telecommunications carrier that provides for the terms, conditions and pricing of that service.
Such filing may be required or voluntary and may or may not be specifically approved by the Commission
or FCC.

2.58 “Telcordia Technologies" refers to Telcordia Technologies, Inc., formerly known as Bell
Communications Research, Inc. (Bellcore).

259  “Telecommunications” is as defined in the Act.

260 “"Telecommunications Carrier” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

261 ‘“Telecommunications Services” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

2.62 “"Telephone erlesal-Exchange Service” shalfl have the meaning set forth in the Act.
2.63  “Transit Service" means the delivery of Transit Traffic.

264  “Voice aver Internet Protocol Traffic” or “VQIP Traffic” is voice communications traffic that utilizes
Internet Protocol format for some or all of the transmission of the call.

265 “Wire Center” means a building or portion thereof which serves as the premises for one or more
Central Office Switches and related facilities.
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PART B
GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

In consideration of the mutual promises contained in this Agreement, and intending to be legally
bound, Core and ABC hereby agree as follows:

1. Scope of this Agreement

1.1 This Agreement includes: (a) the Principal Document, including Attachments A through C; and
{b) a written Order by a Party that has been accepted in writing by the other Party. This Agreement
specifies the rights and obligations of each Party with respect to the establishment of Local
Interconnection within the incumbent service area of ABC. Certain terms used in this Agreement shall
have the meanings defined in the Glossary of Terms, or as otherwise elsewhere defined throughout this
Agreement. Other terms used but not defined herein will have the meanings ascribed to them in the Act,
in the FCC’s, and in the Commission’s Rules and Regulations. PART B sets forth the General Terms and
Conditions governing this Agreement. The remaining Parts set forth, among other things, descriptions of
the services, pricing, technical and business requirements, and physical and network security
requirements.

1.2 Except as otherwise expressly provided in the Agreement, any conflict between the provisions in
the Agreement and any attachments, exhibits and documents attached to it or referenced within shall be
resolved in favor of the attachment, exhibit or document. The fact that a provision appears in the
Agreement but not in a document outside of this Agreement, or in a document outside of this Agreement
but not in the Agreement, shall not be interpreted as, or deemed grounds for finding, a conflict for the
purposes of this Section.

1.3 Except as otherwise provisioned in the Agreement, the Agreement may not be waived or modified
except by a written document that is signed by the Parties. Subject to the requirements of Applicable
Law, a Party shall have the right to add, modify, or withdraw, its Tariff(s) at any time, without the consent
of, or notice to, the other Party.

14 In connection with this Agreement, a Party may purchase services from the other Party pursuant
to that other Party's Tariff. In such instances, the rates, terms, and conditions of the other Party's Tariff
shall apply.

2. Reserved for Future Use
3. Regulatory Approvals

3.1 This Agreement, and any amendment or modification hereof, will be submitted to the Commission
for approval within thirty (30) Days after obtaining the last required Agreement signature. Core and ABC
shall use their best efforts to obtain approval of this Agreement by any regulatory body having jurisdiction
over this Agreement. In the event any governmental authority or agency rejects any provision hereof, the
Parties shall negotiate promptly and in good faith such revisions as may reasonably be required to
achieve approval.

3.2 In the event of any amendment of the Act, any effective legislative. action or any- effectwe
regulatory or judicial order, rule, regulation, arbitration award, dispute resolution procedures® under or this
hgreement orother legal action purporting to apply the provisions of the Act.to the Parties or in- whlchkthe_
Icourt FCC or the-Commission makes a generic determination that is generally: appllcable which.revises;
modlﬂes or reverses Applicable Law and such.changes to Applicable Law require that this Agreernent be
amended either Party may, by providing written notice to the other Party, require that the affected
provisions of this Agreement be renegotiated in good faith and this Agreement shall be. amended
accordingly to reflect any pricing, terms and conditions required by any such Amended RulesF

3.3 Netwithstanding-any-etherprovision-of- the-Agreementi-neitharParly shall-be-obligated-lo-offeror
provide-any-service fascility—erinterconnection-arrangement-to-the-other Party that is-notrequired by-the
Aster-underconirolling-regulateryrequirements—MNotwithstanding anything-contained-inthis-Agreement;
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4, Term and Termination

4.1 This Agreement shall be effective as of the Effective Date and, unless cancelled or terminated
earlier in accordance with the terms hereof, shall continue in effect for a period of 1-year{42}-menths- four
{4) vears after the Effective Date of this Agreement (the “Initial Term”). Thereafter, this Agreement shall
renew automatically for successive six (6) month terms. commencing on the termination date of the initial
term or latest renewal term and continue in force and effect unless and until cancelled or terminated as

provided in this Agreement.

42 Either ABC or Core may terminate this Agreement effective upon the expiration of the Initial Term
or subsequent renewal term by providing written notice of termination at least ninety (90) days in advance
of the date of termination.

4.3 In the event of such termination, those service arrangements made avaitable under this
agreement and existing at the time of termination shali continue without interruption under (a) a new
agreement executed by the Parties, (b) tariff terms and conditions of the Parties, or if neither of the above
is available, under the terms of this Agreement on a month-ta-month basus until such time as (a) or (b)
becomes avallable 3

4.4 If either ABC or Core provides notice of termination pursuant to Section 4 and by 11:59 PM
Eastern Time on the proposed date of termination neither ABC nor Core has requested negotiation of a
new interconnection agreement, (a) this Agreement will terminate, and (b) the Services being provided
under this Agreement at the time of termination will be terminated in accordance with the requirements of
the Commission and Applicable Law.

5. Attachments
The following Attachments are a part of this Agreement:

Additional Services Attachment
Interconnection Attachment
Pricing Attachment

6. Applicable Law

6.1 The construction, interpretation and performance of this Agreement shall be governed by (a) the
laws of the United States of America and (b) the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including
but not limited to the Act, the rules, regulations and orders of the FCC and the Commission, and any
orders and decisions of a court of competent jurisdiction (“Applicable Law”). All disputes relating to this
Agreement shall be resclved through the application of such laws.

6.2 Each Party shall remain in compliance with Applicable Law in the course of performing this
Agreement.
6.3 Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or failure in performance caused or required by

Applicable Law, or the acts or failures to act of any governmental entity or official to the extent such acts
or failures to act were not caused or solicited by either Party and/or comply with Applicable Law.
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6.4 If any provision of this Agreement shall be invalid or unenforceable under Applicable Law, such
invalidity or unenforceability shall not invalidate or render unenforceable any other provision of this
Agreement, and this Agreement shall be construed as if it did not contain such invalid or unenforceable
provision; provided, that if the invalid or unenforceable provision is a material provision of this Agreement,
or the invalidity or unenforceability materially affects the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder or the
ability of a Party to perform any material provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly
renegotiate in good faith and amend in writing this Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable
revisions to this Agreement as may bhe required in order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law.

Agreement the rights or obllgahons of a Party hereunder orthe. abrlrty ofa Party to: perform any’ matenal
prov1sron of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly renegotiate in good faith:and’amend in.writing: thls
’Agreement in-order to make such mutually. acceptable revisions to-this Agreement:as may be required in
order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law!

7. Assignment

71 Except as provided below, any assignment by either Party of any right, obligation, or duty, in
whole or in part, or of any interest, without the written consent of the other Party shall be void, and the
assigning Party shall remain responsible for all obligations hereunder.

7.2 Either Party may assign all of its rights, and delegate its obligations, liabilities and duties under
this Agreement, either in whole or in part, to any entity that is, or that was immediately preceding such
assignment, an Affiliate of that Party without consent_of the other Party, butwithso long as the assigning
Party provides the other Party written notification-made no later than thirty (30) days prior to the
assignment’s effective date.

7.3 The effectiveness of any assignment shall be expressly conditioned upon the assignee'’s written
assumption of all rights, obligations, and duties of the assigning Party. Assignee’s written assumption
shall be made and delivered to the non-assigning Party no later than thirty (30) days prior to the
assignment’s effective date. Unless prior written consent is obtained, where necessary, and assignee
expressly assumes all rights, obligations, and duties of the assigning Party hereunder as provided herein,
the assigning Party shall remain responsible for all rights, obligations, and duties under this Agreement.

8. Assurance of Performance

8.1 When reasonable grounds for insecurity arise with respect to the performance of either Party, the
other Party may in writing demand adequate assurance of due performance.

8.2 The reasonableness of grounds for insecurity and the adequacy of any assurance offered shall
be determined according to Telecommunications industry standards. Reasonable grounds for insecurity
include, but are not limited to: (a) the failure of a Party to demonstrate that it is creditworthy, (b) the failure
of a Party to timely pay a bill or perform a service or obligation as required by this Agreement, or (c) a
Party admits its inability to pay debts as such debts become due, commenced a voluntary case (or has
had a case commenced against it) under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code or any other law relating to
bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization, or winding-up, made an assignment for the benefit of creditors or
is subject to a receivership or similar proceeding.

8.3 Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, after receipt of a justified demand, a Party shall have
thirty (30) days to provide assurance of due performance as is adequate under the circumstances of the
particular case.

8.4 To the extent that a cash deposit may be required, the Parties intend that the provision of such
deposit shall constitute the grant of a security interest in the deposit pursuant to Article 9 of the Uniform
Commercial Code as in effect in any relevant jurisdiction.,

8.5 A Party shall pay interest on a cash deposit required under this Section at a rate equal to the
prime commercial rate on loans charged by the secured Party.
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8.6 To the extent that a letter of credit or cash deposit is required under this Section, a Party may (but
is not obligated to) draw on the letter of credit or cash deposit, as applicable, upon thirty (30) days written
notice to the other Party in respect of any amounts to be paid by such Party hereunder that are not paid
within thirty (30) days of the date that payment of such amounts is required by this Agreement.

8.7 If a Party draws on the letter of credit or cash deposit, the other Party shall provide a replacement
or supplemental letter of credit or cash deposit in accordance with the requirements of this Section.

8.8 Notwithstanding anything else set forth in this Agreement, if a Party makes a request for
assurance of performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, and the other Party fails to
provide adequate assurance of due performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, the failure
of which will substantially impair the value of the Agreement to the other Party, then the aggrieved Party
may suspend its own performance under the Agreement until such time as the other Party provides such
assurance of performance.

89 The fact that assurance of performance is requested by a Party hereunder shall in no way relieve
the other Party from compliance with the requirements of this Agreement, nor constitute a waiver or
modification of any terms of this Agreement.

9. Audits

9.1 Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this Agreement, either Party (“"Auditing
Party") may audit the other Party's (“Audited Party”} records for the purpose of evaluating the accuracy of
the Audited Party's bills and compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement. Such audits
may be performed once in each Calendar Year; provided, however, that audits may be conducted more
frequently (but no more frequently than once in each Calendar Quarter) if an immediately preceding audit
found previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate
value of at least $50,000.

92 Prior to commencing the audit, the auditors shall execute an agreement with the Audited Party in
a form reasonably acceptable to the Audited Party that protects the confidentiaiity of the information
disclosed by the Audited Party to the auditors. The audit shall take place at a time and place agreed
upon by the Parties; provided, that the Auditing Party may require that the audit commence no later than
sixty (60) days after the Auditing Party has given notice of the audit to the Audited Party.

9.3 Each Party shall cooperate fully in any such audit, providing reasonable access to any and all
records reasonably necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party’s bills.

9.4 Audits shall be performed at the Auditing Party's expense, provided that there shall be no charge
for reasonable access to the Audited Party's records in the format in which such records are stored by the
Audited Party necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party’s bills, unless the auditors discover
previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate vaiue
of at least $50,000, in which case the Audited Party shall pay for the audit.

10. Authorization

10.1  ABC represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under
the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and has full power and authority to execute and deliver
this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

10.2  Core represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under
| the laws of the State-of MarylandDistrict of Columbia and has full power and authority to execute and
deliver this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

10.3  Certification
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Core shall not place any orders under this
| Agreement until it has obtained such autherizatien-certification as may be required by Applicable Law,
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and only if such autherizatieacertification is maintained. Core shall provide proof of such
authorzationcertification to ABC upon request.

11. Billing and Payment; Disputed Amounts

11.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, each Party shali bill the other Party on a monthly
basis in an itemized format. The Parties shall also exchange billing information to process claims and
adjustments as between themselves and on behalf of their Customers.

11.2  Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, payment of amounts billed for Services provided
under this Agreement, whether billed on a monthly basis or as otherwise provided in this Agreement, shall
be due, in immediately available U.S. funds, within (the “Due Date”) thirty (30) calendar days of the
invoice date. If a Party does not receive a bill at least twenty (20) days prior to the thirty (30) day
payment Due Date, then the bill shall be considered delayed. When the bill has been delayed, the billed
Party may request an extension of the payment Due Date, by the number of days the bill was delayed.
Such requests for a delay of the payment Due Date must be accompanied with proaof of late bill receipt,

11.3  if any portion of an amount billed by a Party under this Agreement is subject to a good faith
dispute between the Parties, the billed Party shall give notice to the billing Party of the amounts it
disputes ("Disputed Amounts”) and include in such notice the specific details and reasons for disputing
each item. Notice of a dispute may be given by a Party at any time, either before or after an amount is
paid, and a Party's payment of an amount shall not constitute a waiver of such Party’s right to
subsequently dispute its obligation to pay such amount or to seek a refund of any amount paid; provided,
however, if the billed party fails to provide a notice of dispute within thirty (30) days of the payment Due
Date for the amount in question, then the billed party shall be deemed to have waived any disputes as to
those amounts. The billed Party shail pay by the Due Date all undisputed amounts. Billing disputes shall
be subject to Dispute Resolution under the terms of this Agreement.

11.4  Undisputed charges due to the billing Party that are not paid by the Due Date, shall be subject to
a late payment charge. The late payment charge shall be in an amount specified by the billing Party
which shall not exceed a rate of one-and-one-half percent {1.5%) of the overdue amount (including any
unpaid previously billed late payment charges) per month.

11.5  Although it is the intent of both Parties to submit timely statements of charges, failure by either
Party to present statements to the other Party in a timely manner shall not constitute a breach or default,
or a waiver of the right to payment of the incurred charges, by the billing Party under this Agreement, and,
except for assertion of a provision of Applicable Law that limits the period in which a suit or other
proceeding can be brought before a court or other governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction to collect
amounts due, the billed Party shall not be entitled to dispute the billing Party's statement(s) based on the
billing Party’s failure to submit them in a timely fashion.

11.6  All usage data and invoices to be provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be sent to the
following addresses:

To ABC

To Core:

Core Communications, inc.
209 West Street, Suite 302
Annapolis, MD 21401

12. Confidentiality
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12.1  As used in this Section 12 “Confidential Information” means the following information that is
disclosed by one Party {*Disclosing Party”) to the other Party ("Receiving Party”) in connection with, or
anticipation of, this Agreement:

i. Books, records, documents and other information disclosed in an audit pursuant to
Section 9;

ii. Any forecasting information provided pursuant to this Agreement;

ifi. Customer Information (except to the extent that (a) the Customer information is published
in a directory, (b} the Customer information is disclosed through or in the course of furnishing a
Telecommunications Service, such as a Directory Assistance Service, Operator Service, Caller 1D or
similar service, or LIDB service, or, (c) the Customer to whom the Customer Information is related has
authorized the Receiving Party to use and/or disclose the Customer Information),

iv. Information related to specific facilities or equipment (including, but not limited to, cable
and pair information},

V. Any information that is in written, graphic, electromagnetic, or other tangible form, and
marked at the time of disclosure as “Confidential” or “Proprietary;” and

vi. Any information that is communicated orally or visually and declared to the Receiving
Party at the time of disclosure, and by written notice with a statement of the information given to the
Receiving Party within ten (10} days after disclosure, to be “Confidential or “Proprietary”.

12.2  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, a Party shall have the right to refuse to
accept receipt of information which the other Party has identified as Confidential Information.

12.3  Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the Receiving Party shall:

i. Use the Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party only in performance
of this Agreement; and,

ii. Using the same degree of care that it uses with similar confidential information of its own
(but in no case a degree of care that is less than commercially reasonable), hold Confidential Information
received from the Disclosing Party in confidence and restrict disclosure of the Confidential Information
solely to those of the Receiving Party's Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and
contractors of the Receiving Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, that have a need to receive such
Confidential Information in order to perform the Receiving Party’s obligations under this Agreement. The
Receiving Party's Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and contractors of the
Receiving Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, shall be required by the Receiving Party to comply
with the provisions of this Section in the same manner as the Receiving Party. The Receiving Party shall
be liable for any failure of the Receiving Party's Affiliates or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or
-contractors of the Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates, to comply with the provisions of this
Section.

124  The Receiving Party shall return or destroy all Confidential Information received from the
Disclosing Party, including any copies made by the Receiving Party, within thirty (30) days after a written
request by the Disclosing Party is delivered to the Receiving Party, except for any Confidential
Informatfon that the Receiving Party reasonably requires to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

12.5  Unless otherwise agreed, the obligations of this Section do not apply to information that:

i. Was, at the time of receipt, already in the possession of or known to the Receiving Party
free of any obligation of confidentiality and restriction on use;

ii. Is or becomes publicly available or known through no wrongful act of the Receiving Party,
the Receiving Party’s Affiliates, or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors of the
Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates;
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iii. Is rightfully received from a third person having no direct or indirect obligation of
confidentiality or restriction on use to the Disclosing Party with respect to such information;

iv. Is independently developed by the Receiving Party;

V. Is approved for disclosure or use by written authorization of the Disclosing Party
(including, but not limited to, in this Agreement); or

vi. Is required to be disclosed by the Receiving Party pursuant te Applicable Law, provided
that the Receiving Party shall make commercially reasonable efforis to give adequate notice of the
requirement to the Disclosing Party in order to enable the Disclosing Party to seek protective
arrangements.

12.6  Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section of the Agreement, the Receiving Party may use
and disclose Confidential Information received from the Disclesing Party to the extent necessary to
enforce the Receiving Party's rights under this Agreement or Applicable Law. In making any such
disclosure, the Receiving Party shall make reasonable efforts to preserve the confidentiality and restrict
the use of the Confidential Information while it is in the possession of any person to whom it is disclosed,
including, but not limited to, by requesting any governmental entity to whom the Confidential Information
is disclosed to treat it as confidential and restrict its use to purposes related to the proceeding pending
before it.

12.7  The Disclosing Party shall retain all of the Disclosing Party’s right, title and interest in any
Confidential Information disclosed by the Disclosing Party to the Receiving Party. Except as otherwise
expressly provided in this Agreement, no license is granted by this Agreement with respect to any
Confidential Information (including, but not limited to, under any patent, trademark or copyright), nor is
any such license to be implied solely by virtue of the disclosure of Confidential Information.

12.8  The provisions of this Section shall be in addition to and not in derogation of any provisions of
Applicable Law, including, but not limited to, 47 U.S.C. § 222, and are not intended to constitute a waiver
by a Party of any right with regard to the use or protection of the confidentiality of CPNI provided by
Applicabte Law.

12.9  Each Party’s obligations under this Section shall survive the expiration, cancellation or
termination of this Agreement.

13. Counterparts
This Agreement may be executed in two or mere counterparts, each of which shalt be deemed an
original and all of which together shall constitute cne and the same instrument.

14, Default

141 If either Party defaults in the payment of any amount due hereunder, or if either Party viclates any
other provision of this Agreement, and such default or violation shail continue for sixty (60) days after
written notice thereof, the other Party may terminate this Agreement and services hereunder by written
notice; provided the other Party has provided the defaulting Party with written notice at least twenty five
{25) days' (which shall not begin to run until after the 60 day period) prior to terminating service.

14.2  Notice shall be posted by overnight mail, return receipt requested. If the defaulting Party cures
the default or violation within the twenty five (25) day period, the other Party will not terminate service or
this Agreement but shall be entitled to recover all costs, if any, incurred by it in connection with the default
or violation, including, without limitation, costs incurred to prepare for the termination of service. For
purposes of this Section, the terms 'default,’ "violate,' and 'violation," in all of their forms, shall mean
'materially default,’ ‘material default,’ 'materially violate,” or 'material violation,’ as appropriate.

15. Discontinuance of Service by Core
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If Core proposes to discontinue, or actually discontinues, its provision of service to Customers in the ABC
service area, Core shall provide notice of such discontinuance as required by Applicable Law.

16. Dispute Resolution

16.1  The Parties shall attempt to resolve any dispute between the Parties regarding the interpretation
or enforcement of this Agreement or any of its terms by good faith negotiation between the Parties. To
initiate such negotiation, a Party must provide to the other Party written notice of the dispute that includes
both a detailed description of the dispute or alleged nonperformance and the name of an individual who
has authority to resolve the dispute and will serve as the initiating Party’s representative in the
negotiation. The other Party shall have ten (10) Business Days to designate its own such representative
in the negotiation. The Parties’ representatives shall attempt to reach a good faith resolution of the
dispute within thirty (30) days after the date of the initiating Party’s written notice of the dispute. Upon
mutual agreement, the Parties’ representatives may utilize other alternative dispute resolution procedures
such as private mediation to assist in the negotiations.

16.2  If the Parties are unable to resolve the dispute within thirty (30} days of the date of the initiating
Party's written notice, either Party may pursue any remedies available to it under this Agreement, at law,
in equity, or otherwise, including, but not limited to, instituting an appropriate proceeding before the
Commission, the FCC, or a court of competent jurisdiction. Except for FCC actions, all such proceedings
shall be conducted within the Commonweaith of Pennsylvania.

17. Force Majeure

17.1 Neither Party shall be responsible for any delay or failure in performance which resutts from
causes beyond its reasonable control (“Force Majeure Events”), whether or not foreseeable by such
Party. Such Force Majeure Events include, but are not limited to, adverse weather conditions, flood, fire,
explosion, earthquake, volcanic action, power failure, embargo, boycott, war, revolution, civil commotion,
.act of public enemies, iabor unrest (including, but not limited to, strikes, work stoppages, slowdowns,
picketing or boycotts), acts of God, or any other circumstances beyond the reasonable contro! and
without the fault or negligence of the Party affected.

17.2  If a Force Majeure Event occurs, the non-performing Party shall give prompt notification of its
inability to perform to the other Party. During the period that the non-performing Party is unable to
perform, the other Party shall also be excused from performance of its obligations to the extent such
obligations are reciprocal to, or depend upon, the performance of the non-performing Party that has been
prevented by the Force Majeure Event. The non-perfoerming Party shall use commercially reasonable
efforts to avoid or remove the cause(s) of its non-performance and both Parties shall proceed to perform
orce the cause(s) are removed or cease.

17.3  Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 17.1 and 17.2, although a Force Majeure event coufd
result in delay of a payment obligation, in no case shall a Force Majeure Event excuse either Party from
an obligation to pay money as required by this Agreement.

17.4  Nothing in this Agreement shall require the non-performing Party to settle any labor dispute
except as the non-performing Party, in its sole discretion, determines appropriate.

18. Forecasts

in addition to any other forecasts required by this Agreement, upon request by ABC, Core shall
provide to ABC forecasts regarding the Services that Core expects to purchase from ABC, inciuding, but
not limited to, forecasts regarding the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase and
the locations where such Services will be purchased. Such forecasts are proprietary and confidential
under the terms of this Agreement, and distribution of the forecasts or information based on such
forecasts shall be limited to those persons at ABC who need to know such information in order to
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase at the locations
where such Services will be purchased. ABC shall exercise commercially reasonable best efforts to
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services forecast by Core.
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19. Fraud

Neither party shall bear responsibility for, nor have any obligation to investigate or make
adjustments to the other Party's account in cases of, fraud by the other Party's Customers or other third
parties. Provided, however, that both Parties shall cooperate to discover and prevent fraud by each
Party's Customers or other third parties.

20. Good Faith Performance

The Parties shall act in good faith in their performance of this Agreement. Except as otherwise
expressly stated in this Agreement (including, but not limited to, where consent, approval, agreement or a
similar action is stated to be within a Party's sole discretion), where consent, approval, mutual agreement
or a similar action is required by any provision of this Agreement, such action shall not be unreasonably
withheld, conditioned or delayed.

21. Headings
The headings used in the Agreement are inserted for convenience of reference only and are not
intended to be a part of or to affect the meaning of the Agreement.

22. Indemnification

221 For the Services provided under this Agreement, each Party (“Indemnifying Party”} shall
indemnify, defend and hold harmless the cother Party, it's Affiliates and their respective directors, officers
and employees (“indemnified Party”), the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, and the directors, officers and
employees of the Indemnified Party and the Indemnified Party’s Affiliates, from and against any and all
Claims that arise out of bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, or destruction or loss of,
tangible real and/or personal property, to the extent such injury, death, damage, destruction or loss, was
caused by the gross negligence or intentionally wrongful acts or omissions of the Indemnifying Party, it's
Affiliates, or their respective directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors (excluding the
Indemnified Party).

22.2  An Indemnifying Party’s obligations under this Section shall be conditioned upon the following:

i. The Indemnified Party: (a) shall give the Indemnifying Party notice of the Claim promptly after
becoming aware thereof (including a statement of facts known to the Indemnified Party related to the
‘Claim and an estimate of the amount thereof); (b) prior to taking any material action with respect to the
‘Claim, shall consult with the Indemnifying Party as to the procedure to be followed in defending, settling,
or compromising the Claim; (¢) shall not consent to any setilement or compromise of a Claim without the
written consent of the Indemnifying Party; (d) shall permit the Indemnifying Party to assume the defense
of the Claim (including, except as provided below, the compromise or settlement thereof) at the
Indemnifying Party's own cost and expense.

ii. If the Indemnified Party fails to comply with the requirements of this Section with respect to a
Claim, to the extent such failure shall have a material adverse effect upon the Indemnifying Party, the
indemnifying Party shall be relieved of its obligation to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the
Indemnified Person with respect to such Claim under this Agreement.

ii. The Indemnifying Party shall have the authority to defend and settle any Claim subject to the
conditions set forth below.

a. With respect to any Claim, the Indemnified Party shall be entitled to participate with
the Indemnifying Party in the defense of the Claim if the Claim requests equitable relief or other relief that
could affect the rights of the Indemnified Party. In so participating, the indemnified Person shall be
entitled to employ separate counsel for such purposes at it's own expense. The Indemnified Party shall
also be entitled to participate, at its own expense, in the defense of any Claim, as to any portion of the
Claim as to which it is not entitled to be indemnified, defended and held harmiess by the Indemnifying
Party. The Indemnifying Party shall have no cbligation to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the
Indemnified Party as to any portion of such Claim.
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b. In no event shall the Indemnifying Party settle a Claim or consent to any judgment
with regard to a Claim without the prior written consent of the Indemnified Party, which shall not be
unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed. In the event the settlement or judgment requires a
contribution from or affects the rights of an Indemnified Party, the Indemnified Party shall have the right to
refuse such settlement or judgment with respect to itself and, at its own cost and expense, take over the
defense against the Claim, provided that in such event the Indemnifying Party shall not be responsible
for, nor shall it be obligated to indemnify, defend or hold harmiess the Indemnified Party against, the
Claim for any amount in excess of such refused settlement or judgment.

c. The Indemnified Party shall, in all cases, assert any and all defenses, including, but
not limited to, affirmative defenses, defenses set forth in applicable Tariffs and Customer contracts, that
limit liability to third persons as a bar to, or limitation on, any Claim or damages by a third-person
claimant.

d. The Indemnifying Party and the indemnified Party shall offer each other all reasonable
cooperation and assistance in the defense of any Claim.
22.3  Except as otherwise provided above, each Party agrees that it will not |mplead or bring any action
against the other Party, the other Party’s Affiliates, or any of the directors, officers or employees of the
other Party or the other Party’s Affiliates, based on any claim by any person for personal injury or death
that occurs in the course or scope of employment of such person by the other Party or the other Party’s
Affiliate and that arises out of performance of this Agreement, consistent with Applicable Law.

224  Each Party’s obligations under this Section shall survive expiration, cancellation or termination of
this Agreement.

23. Reserved for Future Use

24, Intellectual Property

241 Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, this Agreement shall not be construed as granting
a license with respect to any patent, copyright, trade name, trademark, service mark, trade secret or any
other intellectual property, now or hereafter owned, controlled or licensable by either Party.

242  Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, neither Party may use any patent, copyrightable
materials, trademark, trade name, trade secret or other intellectual property right, of the other Party
except in accordance with the terms of a separate license agreement between the Parties granting such
rights.

24.3  Core shall use commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain from its vendors who have licensed
intellectual property rights to ABC in connection with facilities and Services provided hereunder licenses
under such intellectual property rights as necessary for ABC to use such facilities and Services as
contemplated hereunder and at least in the same manner used by Core for the facilities and Services
provided hereunder. Core shall notify ABC immediately in the event that Core believes it has used its
commercially reasonabie best efforts to obtain such rights but has been unsuccessful in obtaining such
rights. Nothing in this Section shall be construed in any way to condition, limit or alter a Party’s
indemnification obligations under this Agreement.

244  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS AGREEMENT, THE PARTIES
AGREE THAT NEITHER PARTY HAS MADE, AND THAT THERE DOES NOT EXIST, ANY
WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, THAT THE USE BY EACH PARTY OF THE OTHER'S
SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT GIVE RISE TO A CLAIM OF
INFRINGEMENT, MISUSE, OR MISAPPROPRIATION OF ANY INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT.

25, Joint Work Product

The Agreement is the joint work product of the Parties, has been negotiated by the Parties, and
shall be fairly interpreted in accordance with its terms. In the event of any ambiguities, no inferences
shall be drawn against either Party.
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26. Law Enforcement.

26.1  Each Party may cooperate with law enforcement authorities and national security authorities to
the full extent required or permitted by Applicabie Law in matters related to Services provided by it under
this Agreement, inctuding, but not fimited to, the production of records, the establishment of new lines or
the installation of new services on an existing line in order to support law enforcement and/or national
security operations, and, the installation of wiretaps, trap-and-trace facilities and equipment, and dialed
number recording facilities and equipment.

26.2 A Party shall not have the obligation to inform the other Party or the Customers of the other Party
of actions taken in cooperating with law enforcement or national security authorities, except to the extent
required by Applicable Law.

26.3  Where a law enforcement authorities or national security authorities request relates to the
establishment of lines (including, but not limited to, lines established to support interception of
communications on other lines), or the installation of other services, facilities or arrangements, a Party
may act to prevent the other Party from obtaining access to such information concerning such lines,
services, facilities and arrangements, through operations support system interfaces.

27.  Liability

271 Asused in this Section, “Service Failure” means a failure to comply with a direction to install,
restore or terminate Services under this Agreement, a failure to provide Services under this Agreement,
and failures, mistakes, omissions, interruptions, delays, errors, defects or the iike, occurring in the course
of the provision of any Services under this Agreement.

27.2  Except as otherwise stated in this Section, the liability, if any, of a Party, a Party’s Affiliates, and
the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party’s Affiliates, to the other Party, the other
Party's Customers, and to any other person, for Claims arising out of a Service Failure shall not exceed
an amount equal to the pro rata applicable monthly charge for the Services that are subject to the Service
Failure for the period in which such Service Failure occurs.

27.3  For the Services provided under this Agreement, except as otherwise stated in this Section, a
Party, a Party's Affiliates, and the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party's Affiliates,
shall not be liable to the other Party , the other Party's Customers, or to any other person, in connection
with this Agreement {including, but not limited to, in connection with a Service Failure or any breach,
delay or failure in performance, of this Agreement) for special, indirect, incidental, consequential, reliance,
exemplary, punitive, or like damages, including, but not limited to, darmages for lost revenues, profits or
savings, or other commercial or economic loss, even if the person whose liability is excluded by this
Section has been advised of the possibility of such damages.

27.4  The limitations and exclusions of liability stated in this Section shall apply regardiess of the form
of a claim or action, whether statutory, in contract, warranty, strict liability, tort {including, but not limited
to, negligence of a Party), or otherwise.

27.5 Nothing contained in this Section shall exclude or limit liability:

27.5.1 under Sections dealing with Indemnification, or, Taxes;

27.5.2 for any obligation to indemnify, defend and/or hold harmless that a Party may have under this
Agreement;

27.5.3 for damages arising out of or resulting from bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to,
or destruction or loss of, tangible real and/or personal property of any person, or Toxic or Hazardous
Substances, to the extent such damages are otherwise recoverable under Applicable Law;

27.5.4 for a claim for infringement of any patent, copyright, trade name, trade mark, service mark, or
other intellectual property interest;
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27.5.5 under Sections 251, 252, 258 and 2?1 of the Act or anv order of FCC or the Commszion
implementing those Sections; or o

implementing-Sestion-258;

27.5.6 under the financial incentive or remedy provisions of any service quality ptan required by the FCC
or the Commission; or,

27.5.7 caused by the-gross negligence or intentionally wrongful acts or omissions.

27.6  Inthe event that the liability of a Party, a Party’s Affiliate, or a director, officer or employee of a
Party or a Party’s Affiliate, is limited and/or excluded under both this Section and a provision of an
applicable Tariff, the liability of the Party or other person shall be limited to the smaller of the amounts for
which such Party or other person would be liable under this Section or the Tariff provision.

27.7  Each Party shall, in its tariffs and other contracts with its Customers, provide that in no case shall
the other Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers or employees of the other Party or the
ather Party's Affiliates, be liable to such Customers or other third persons for any special, indirect,

incidental, consequential, reliance, exemplary, punitive or other damages, arising out of a Service Failure.

28. Network Management

28.1  Cooperation. The Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to install
and maintain a reliable network. ABC and Core will exchange appropriate information {(e.g., network
information, maintenance contact numbers, escalation procedures, and information required to comply
with requirements of law enforcement and national security agencies) to achieve this desired reliability. In
addition, the Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to apply sound network
management principles to alleviate and/or prevent traffic congestion.

28.2  Responsibility for Following Standards. Each Party recognizes a responsibility to follow the
standards that may be agreed to between the Parties and to employ characteristics and methods of
operation that will not interfere with or impair the service, network or facilities of the other Party or any
third parties connected with or involved directly in the network or facilities of the other.

28.3 Interference or Impairment. If a Party (“Impaired Party”) reasonably determines that the services,
network, facilities, or methods of operation of the other Party (“Interfering Party”) will or are likely to
significantly degrade the Impaired Party's provision of services or the operation of the Impaired Party’s
network or facilities, the Impaired Farty may interrupt or suspend service provided to the interfering party
to the extent necessary to prevent such interference or impairment, subject to the following:

i. The Impaired Party must notify the Interfering Party and allow that Party a reasonable
opportunity to correct the problem.

ii. Where the Impaired Party does not know the precise cause of the interference or impairment,
it must notify each Carrier that may have caused or contributed to the problem.

ii. Exceptin emergency situations (e.g., situations involving a risk of bodity injury to persons or
damage to tangible property, or an interruption in Customer service) or as otherwise provided in this
Agreement, the Impaired Party shall provide the Interfering Party at least ten (10) days’ prior written
notice of the interference or impairment or potential interference or impairment and the need to correct
the condition within said time period;

iv. Where the interference or impairment asserted by the Impaired Party remains unresolved by
the Interfering Party after ten {10} days, the Impaired Party must establish with specific and verifiable
information that a particular service, network, facility or method of operation of the Interfering Party is
causing the significant degradation.

v. Where the Impaired Party demaonstrates that a particular service, network, facility or method of
operation of the interfering Party is significantly degrading the performance of the Impaired Party’s
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provision of services, the Interfering Party shall discontinue deployment of that service and correct the
interference or impairment or migrate its Customers to technologies that will not significantly degrade the
performance of other such services. Upon correction of the interference or impairment, the impaired
Party will promptly restore the interrupted or suspended Service. The impaired Party shall not be
obligated to provide an out-of-service credit allowance or other compensation to the Interfering Party in
connection with the suspended Service unless Service was improperly interrupted or suspended by the
Impaired Party.

284  Qutage Repair Standard. In the event of an outage or trouble in any Service being provided by a
Party hereunder, the Providing Party will follow industry standard procedures for isolating and clearing the
outage or frouble in a manner consistent with its obligations to act in a non-discriminatory manner.

29. Notice of Network Changes

If a Party makes a change in the information necessary for the transmission and routing of services using
that Party's facilities or network, or any other change in its facilities or network that will materially affect
the interoperability of its facilities or network with the other Party’s facilities or network, the Party making
the change shall provide notice to the other Party of the change at least ninety (90) days in advance of
such change; provided, however, that if an earlier publication of notice of a change is required by
Applicabie Law, notice shall be given at the time required by Applicable Law.

30. Notices

30.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, notices given by one Party to the other Party
under this Agreement:

30.1.1 shall be in writing;

30.1.2 shall be delivered (a) personally, {b) by express delivery service with next Business Day delivery,
or (c) by certified or registered U.S. mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid; and

30.1.3 shall be delivered to the following addresses of the Parties:
To: Core Communications, Inc.

209 West Street, Suite 302
Annapolis, MD 21401

with a copy to:

To: ABC Telephone Company

with a copy to:

Thomas Thomas Armstrong & Niesen
212 Locust Street

P. O. Box 9500

Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500
Telephone Number: 717-255-7600
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or to such other address(s} as either Party may designate from time to time by proper notice.

30.2 Notices will be deemed given as of the earlier of (a) where there is personal delivery of the notice,
the date of actual receipt, (b) where the notice is sent via express delivery service for next Business Day
delivery, the next Business Day after the notice is sent, and (¢) where notice is sent via certified or
registered U.S. malil, the date of receipt shown on the Postal Service receipt.

31. Performance Standards

31.1  ABC shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law.

31.2  Core shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law.

31.3  To the extent that Core requests interconnection services or network arrangements for the
exchange of Telecommunications traffic or any other services pursuant to this Agreement and the
fulfilment of that request would involve service or network arrangements beyond that which ABC provides
for its own services or with any other carrier, ABC may, at its option, provide such superior arrangements
under the condition that Core shall be responsible for any additional costs that may arise for the
provisicning and operation of such superior arrangements.

32. Point of Contact for Core Customers

321  Core shall establish telephone numbers and mailing addresses at which Core Customers may
communicate with Core and shall advise Core Customers of these telephone numbers and mailing
addresses.

32.2  Except as otherwise agreed to by ABC, ABC shall have no obligation, and may decline, to accept
a communication from a Core Customer, including, but not limited to, a Core Customer request for repair
or maintenance of an ABC Service provided to Core. To the extent the correct provider can be
determined, misdirected calls received by either Party will be referred to the proper Service provider.

33. Publicity and Use of Trademarks or Service Marks

33.1  AParty, its Affiliates, and their respective contractors and Agents, shall not use the other Party's
trademarks, service marks, logos or other proprietary trade dress, in connection with the sale of products
or services, or in any advertising, press releases, publicity matters or other promotional materials, unless
the other Party has given its written consent for such use, which consent the other Party may grant or
withhold in its sole discretion.

33.2  Neither Party may imply any direct or indirect affiliation with or sponsorship or endorsement of it
or its services or products by the other Party.

34, References

341 All references to Sections, Appendices and Exhibits shall be deemed to be references to
Sections, Appendices and Exhibits of this Agreement unless the context shall otherwise require.

34.2 Unless the context shail otherwise require, any reference to a Tariff, agreement, technical or
other document (including ABC or third party guides, practices or handbooks), or provision of Applicable
Law, is to such Tariff, agreement, document, or provision of Applicable Law, as amended and
supplemented from time to time {and, in the case of a Tariff or provision of Applicable Law, to any
successor Tariff or provision).

35. Relationship of the Parties

351  Therelationship of the Parties under this Agreement shall be that of independent contractors and
nothing herein shall be construed as creating any other relationship between the Parties.
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35.2  Nothing contained in this Agreement shall make either Party the employee of the other, create a
partnership, joint venture, or other simitar relationship between the Parties, or grant to either Party a
franchise, distributorship or similar interest.

353  Except for provisions herein expressly authorizing a Party to act for another Party, nothing in this
Agreement shall constitute a Party as a legal representative or Agent of the other Party, nor shall a Party
have the right or authority to assume, create or incur any liability or any obligation of any kind, express or
implied, against, in the name or on behalf of the other Party unless otherwise expressly permitted by such
other Party in writing, which permission may be granted or withheld by the other Party in its sole
discretion.

354  Each Party shall have sole authority and responsibility to hire, fire, compensate, supervise, and
otherwise control its employees, Agents and contractors. Each Party shall be solely responsible for
payment of any Socia!l Security or other taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to pay in conjunction
with its employees, Agents and contractors, and for withholding and remitting to the applicable taxing
authorities any taxes that it is required by Appiicable Law fo collect from its employees.

355 Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, no Party undertakes to perform any
obligation of the other Party, whether regulatory or contractual, or to assume any responsibility for the
management of the other Party's business.

35.8  The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement is a non-exclusive relationship.
36. Reservation of Rights

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement, neither Party waives, and each Party
hereby expressly reserves, its rights: (a) to appeal or otherwise seek the reversal of and changes in any
arbitration decision associated with this Agreement; (b) to challenge the lawfuiness of this Agreement and
any provision of this Agreement; (c) to seek changes in this Agreement (including, but not limited to,
changes in rates, charges and the Services that must be offered} through changes in Applicable Law;
and, {d) to challenge the lawfulness and propriety of, and to seek to change, any Applicabie Law,
including, but not limited to any rule, regulation, order or decision of the Commission, the FCC, or a court
of appiicable jurisdiction. Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to limit or prejudice any position a
Party has taken or may take before the Commission, the FCC, any other state or federal regulatory or
legislative bodies, courts of applicable jurisdiction, or industry fora. The provisions of this Section shall
survive the expiration, canceilation or termination of this Agreement.

37. Subcontractors

A Party may use a contractor (including, but not limited to, an Affiliate of the Party) to perform the
Party's obligations under this Agreement; provided, that a Party’s use of a contractor shall not release the
Party from any duty or liability to fulfill the Party's obligations under this Agreement.

38. Successors and Assigns

This Agreement shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their respective
legal successors and permitted assigns.

39. Survival

The rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party for acts or omissions occuiring prior to the
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party
under any provision of this Agreement regarding confidential information, indemnification or defense, or
limitation or exclusion of liability, and the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party under any provision of
this Agreement which by its terms or nature is intended to continue beyond or to be performed after the
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, shali survive the expiration, cancellation or
termination of this Agreement.
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40. Taxes

401 In General. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if any federal, state or local tax,
fee, surcharge or other tax-like charge (a "Tax") is required or permitted by Applicable Law or a Tariff to
be collected from the Purchasing Party by the Providing Party, then {a) the Providing Party shali properly
bill the Purchasing Party for such Tax, {b) the Purchasing Party shall timely remit such Tax to the
Providing Party and (c) the Providing Party shall timely remit such collected Tax to the applicable taxing
authority.

40.2  Taxes Imposed on the Providing Party. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if
any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the receipts of the Providing Party, and
such Applicable Law permits the Providing Party to exclude certain receipts received from sales for resale
to a public utility, distributor, telephone company, local exchange carrier, telecommunications company or
other communications company {"Telecommunications Company”), such exclusion being based sclely on
the fact that the Purchasing Party is also subject to a tax based upon receipts ("Receipts Tax”), then the
Purchasing Party (a) shall provide the Providing Party with written notice of its intent to pay the Receipts
Tax and (b) shall timely pay the Receipts Tax to the applicable tax authority.

40.3 Taxes Imposed on Customers. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services that are
resold to a third party, if any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the subscriber,
£nd User, Customer or ultimate consumer (“Subscriber”) in connection with any such purchase, which a
Telecommunications Company is required to impose and/or collect from a Subscriber, then the
Purchasing Party (a) shall be required to impose and/or collect such Tax from the Subscriber and (b} shall
timely remit such Tax to the applicable taxing authority.

404  Liability for Uncollected Tax, Interest and Penalty. If the Providing Party has not received an
exemption certificate from the Purchasing Party and the Providing Party fails to bill the Purchasing Party
for any Tax as required by this Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party,
(a) the Purchasing Party shall remain liable for such unbilled Tax and {b) the Providing Party shall be
liable for any interest assessed thereon and any penalty assessed with respect to such unbilled Tax by
such authoerity. If the Providing Party properly bilis the Purchasing Party for any Tax but the Purchasing
Party fails to remit such Tax to the Providing Party as required by this Section, then, as between the
Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncollected Tax
and any interest assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax
by the applicable taxing authority. If the Providing Party does not collect any Tax as required by this
Section because the Purchasing Party has provided such Providing Party with an exemption certificate
that is later found to be inadequate by a taxing authority, then, as between the Providing Party and the
Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncollected Tax and any interest
assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the
applicable taxing authority. If the Purchasing Party fails to pay the Receipts Tax as required by this
Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, (x) the Providing

Party shall be liable for any Tax imposed on its receipts and (y) the Purchasing Party shall be liable for
any interest assessed thereon and any penalty assessed upon the Providing Party with respect to such
Tax by such authority. If the Purchasing Party fails to impose and/or collect any Tax from Subscribers as
required by this Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing
Party shall remain liable for such uncoltected Tax and any interest assessed therecn, as well as any
penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the applicable taxing authority. With respect to
any Tax that the Purchasing Party has agreed to pay, or is required to impose on and/or collect from
Subscribers, the Purchasing Party agrees to indemnify and hold the Providing Party harmless on an after-
tax basis for any costs incurred by the Providing Party as a result of actions taken by the applicable taxing
authority to recover the Tax from the Providing Party due to the failure of the Purchasing Party to timely
pay, or collect and timely remit, such Tax to such authority. In the event either Party is audited by a
taxing authority, the other Party agrees to cooperate fully with the Party being audited in order to respond
to any audit inquiries in a proper and timely manner so that the audit and/or any resuiting controversy
may be resolved expeditiously.

40.5 Tax exemptions and Exemption Certificates. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase
hereunder from a Tax, and if such Applicable Law also provides an exemption procedure, such as an
exemption-certificate requirement, then, if the Purchasing Party complies with such procedure, the
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Providing Party shall not collect such Tax during the effective period of such exemption. Such exemption
shall be effective upon receipt of the exemption certificate or affidavit in accordance with the terms set
forth herein. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase hereunder from a Tax, but does not also
provide an exemption procedure, then the Providing Party shall not collect such Tax if the Purchasing
Party (a) furnishes the Providing Party with a letter signed by an officer requesting such an exemption
and citing the provision in the Applicable Law which clearly allows such exemption and (b) supplies the
Providing Party with an indemnification agreement, reasonably acceptable to the Providing Party (e.g., an
agreement commonly used in the industry), which holds the Providing Party harmless on an after-tax
basis with respect to its forbearing to collect such Tax.

40.6 Al notices, affidavits, exemption-certificates or other communications required or permitted to be
given by either Party to the other for purposes of this Section shall be made in writing and shalt be
delivered in person or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, or registered mail, or a courier
service providing proof of service, and sent to the addressees set forth in the Notices Section of this
Agreement, as well as to the following:

To ABC:

To Core:
209 West Street, Suite 302
Annapolis, MD 21401

Either Party may from time to time designate ancther address or other addressees by giving notice in
accordance with the terms of this Section. Any notice or other communication shail be deemed to be
given when received.

41. Technology Upgrades

411 ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services, including those facilities
and Services used by Core pursuant to this Agreement, at a level of quality that is equal to that which
ABC provides to itself, it's Affiliates, and any third parties in accordance with the requirements of the Act.
At a minimum, ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services in accordance with
the same technical criteria and service standards that are used within it's own network on terms and
conditions that are just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory in accordance with the terms and conditions of
this Agreement and Applicable Law.

412  ABC shall have the right to deploy, upgrade, migrate and maintain its network to the extent
permitted by Applicable Law. Nothing in this Agreement shall limit ABC's ability to modify its network
through the incorporation of new equipment or software or otherwise.

42, Territory

421 This Agreement applies solely to the geographic territory in which ABC operates as an Incumbent
Local Exchange Carrier in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

42.2  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, ABC may terminate this Agreement as to
a specific operating territory or portion thereof if ABC sells or otherwise transfers its operations in such
territory or portion thereof to a third-person. ABC shall provide Core with at least 90 calendar days prior
written notice of such termination, which shall be effective upon the date specified in the notice. After
such termination, ABC shall be obligated to provide Services under this Agreement only within the
remaining territory.

43. Third Party Beneficiaries

Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, this Agreement is for the sole benefit of the
Parties and their permitted assigns, and nothing herein shall create or be construed to provide any third-
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persons with any remedy, claim, liability, reimbursement, claim of action, or other right in excess of those
existing by reference in this Agreement.

44, Filing of Agreement
The Parties understand and agree that this Agreement will be filed with the Commission,

45. 252(i) Obligations
To the extent required by law, each Party shall comply with section 252(i) of the Act.

46. Use of Service

Each Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to ensure that its Customers, comply with
the provisions of this Agreement (including, but not limited to the provisions of applicable Tariffs)
applicable to the use of Services purchased by it under this Agreement.

47. No Waiver

Except as otherwise set forth in this Agreement, a failure or delay of either Party to enforce any of
the provisions of this Agreement, or any right or remedy availabie under this Agreement or at law or in:
equity, or to require performance of any of the provisions of this Agreement, or to exercise any option
which.is provided under this Agreement, shall in no way be construed o be a waiver of such provisions,
rights, remedies or aptions. The Parties acknowledge that ABC is a Rural Telephone Company as that
term is defined in the Act. This Agreement does not affect and ABC does not waive any rights, including,
but not limited to, the rights afforded a Rural Telephone Company under 47 USC Section 251{f). Nothing
in this Agreement shall be construed to suggest any agreement by either Party that any of the terms and
conditions, service arrangements, or network arrangements are actually required by Applicable Law or
that any of the provisions in this Agreement would otherwise be subject to arbitration in Section 252 of the
Act.

48. Warranties

EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY STATED IN THIS AGREEMENT, NEITHER PARTY MAKES OR
RECEIVES ANY WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THE SERVICES
PROVIDED, OR TO BE PROVIDED, UNDER THIS AGREEMENT AND THE PARTIES DISCLAIM ANY
OTHER WARRANTIES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY,
WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE WARRANTIES AGAINST
INFRINGEMENT, AND WARRANTIES ARISING BY TRADE CUSTOM, TRADE USAGE, COURSE OF
DEALING OR PERFORMANCE, OR OTHERWISE.

49, Entire Agreement

This Agreement and any Attachments, Exhibits, Schedules, or tariffs which are incorporated
herein by this reference, sets forth the entire understanding and supersedes prior agreements between
the Parties relating to the subject matter contained herein and merges all prior discussions hetween them,
and neither Party shall be bound by any definition, condition, provision, representation, warranty,
covenant or promise other than as expressly stated in this Agreement or as is contemporaneously or
subsequently set forth in writing and executed by a duly authorized officer or representative of the Party
to be bound thereby.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

66

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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ATTACHMENT A
ADDITIONAL SERVICES

1. Dialing Parity - Section 251(b)(3)

Each Party shall provide the other Party with nondiscriminatory access to such services and
information as are necessary to allow the other Party to implement local Dialing Parity in accordance with
the requirements of Section 251(b)(3) of the Act.

2, Directory Listing and Directory Distribution
ABC will provide directory services to Core. Such services will be provided in accordance with
the terms set forth herein.

2.1 Listing Information.

As used herein, “Listing Information” means a Core Customer’s primary name, address (including
city, state and zip code), telephone number(s), the delivery address and number of directories to be
delivered, and, in the case of a business Customer, the primary business heading under which the
business Customer desires to be placed, and any other information ABC deems necessary for the
publication and delivery of directories.

2.2 Listing Information Supply.

Core shall provide to ABC on a regularly scheduled basis, at no charge, and in a format required
by ABC or by a mutually agreed upon standard, all Listing Information and the service address for each
Core Customer whose service address location falls within the geograpbic area covered by the ABC
directory. Core shall alse provide to ABC on a daily basis, (a) information showing ABC Customers who
have disconnected or terminated their service with Core; and (b} delivery information for each non-listed
or non-published Core Customer to enable ABC to perform its directory distribution responsibilities.

2.3 Listing Inclusion and Distribution.

ABC shall include, on a nondiscriminatory basis and consistent with any obligations it may have
under Applicable Law, each Core Customer's Primary Listing in all appropriate alphabetical directories
(both print and electronic) and, for business Customers, in the appropriate classified (Yellow Pages}
directories in accordance with the directory configuration, scope and schedules determined by ABC in its
sole discretion, and shall provide initial distribution of such directories to such Core Customers in the
same manner it provides initial distribution of such directories to its own Customers. “Primary Listing”
means a Customer’s primary name, address, and telephone number. Listings of Core’s Customers shalll
be interfiled with listings of ABC's Customers and the Customers of other LECs included in the ABC
directories. Core shall pay the charges set forth in the Pricing Attachment for all Primary listings and
additional alphabetical listings and other alphabetical services {e.g. caption arrangements) for Core’s
Customers. ABC will not require a minimum number of listings per order.

24 ABC Information.

Upon request by Core, ABC shall make available to Core the following information to the extent
that ABC provides such information to its own business offices: a directory list of relevant NXX codes,
directory close dates, publishing data, and Yellow Pages headings. ABC also will make available to
Core, upon written request, a copy of ABC's alphabetical listings standards and specifications manual.

25 Confidentiality of Listing Information.

ABC shall accord Core Listing Information the same level of confidentiality that ABC accords its
own listing information, and shall use such Listing Information solely for the purpose of providing
directory-related services; provided, however, that should ABC elect to do so, it may use or license Core
Listing Information for directory publishing, direct marketing, or any other purpose for which ABC uses or
licenses its own listing information, so long as ABC Customers are not separately identified as such.
Core shail not be cohligated to compensate ABC for ABC's use or licensing of Core Listing Information.
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26 Accuracy.

Both Parties shall use commercially reasonable efforts to ensure the accurate publication of Core
Customer listings. At Core's request, ABC shall provide Core with a report, in a format specified by ABC,
of all Core’s Customer listings normally no more than ninety {90) days and no less than thirty (30} days
prior to the service order close date for the applicable directory. ABC shall process any corrections made
by Core with respect to its listings, provided such corrections are received prior to the close date of the
particular directory. Core shall pay ABC for the listing reports at the rates set forth in the Pricing
Attachment.

2.7 Indemnification.

Core shall adhere to all practices, standards, and ethical requirements established by ABC with.
regard to listings. By providing ABC with Listing Information, Core represents to ABC that Core has the
right to provide such Listing Information to ABC on behalf of its Customers. Core agrees to release,
defend, hold harmless and indemnify ABC from and against any and all claims, losses, damages, suits, or
other actions, or any liability whatsoever, suffered, made, instituted, or asserted by any person arising out
of ABC's publication or dissemination of the Listing Information as provided by Core hereunder.

2.8 Liability.

ABC's liability to Care in the event of a ABC error in or omission of a listing shall not exceed the
lesser of the amount of charges actually paid by Core for such listing or the amount by which ABC would
be liable to its own Customer,

29 Directory Publication.

Nothing in this Agreement shall require ABC to publish a directory where it would not otherwise

do so.
3. Intercept and Referral Announcements
3.1 When a Customer changes its service provider from ABC to Core, or from Core to ABC, and does

not retain its original telephone number, the Party formerly providing service to such Customer shall
provide a referral announcement (“Referral Announcement”) on the abandoned telephone number which
provides the Customer's new number or other appropriate information, to the extent known to the Party
formerly providing service. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Party shall not be obligated under this
Section to provide a Referral Announcement if the Customer owes the Party unpaid overdue amounts or
the Customer requests that no Referral Announcement be provided.

3.2 Referral Announcements shall be provided for a period of time for business Customers and
residential Customers in accordance with the same time period and terms specified in ABC's tariff and/or
pursuant to ABC’s general business practices. Except as otherwise provided by Applicable Law, the
period for a referral may be shortened by the Party formerly providing service if a number shortage
condition requires reassignment of the telephone number. This referral announcement will be provided
by each Party at no charge fo the ather Party; provided that the Party formerly providing service may bill
the Customer its standard Tariff charge, if any, for the referral announcement.

3.3 ABC Access fo Information Related to Core Customers. ABC shall have the right to access, use
and disclose information related to Core Customers that is in ABC's possession to the extent such
access, use and/or disclosure has been authorized by the Core Customer in the manner required by
Applicable Law.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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ATTACHMENT B
INTERCONNECTION ATTACHMENT

1. Scope of Traffic

This Attachment describes the arrangements that may be utilized by the Parties for
interconnection of their respective networks for the transmission and routing of Lesal-Fraffistetephone

xchange services and exchange access Nehuepk—tntepseﬂneeheﬂ%u—be—mewéed—by—meﬁaﬁ;esﬂa%any

4 . . . . T [

WW%M#@%%W%&MHAB@W&M
exchange-carriernetwork: The Parties will utilize the interconnection methed as specified below unless
otherwise mutually agreed to in writing by the Parties.

1.1 The Parties agree that they will deliver to each other over the interconnection facilities the
following traffic: (1) keecal-TrafficSection 251(b)(5) Traffic; (2) Core originated Local Section 251(b)(5)
Traffic that is transited through ABC for delivery to telecommunications carriers that are listed in the
LERG as subtending the ABC tandem; (3) LesalSection 251(b}{5) Traffic originated by third party carriers
that are listed in the LERG as subtending the ABC tandem and is fransited by ABC and delivered to Core;
and-(4) Loscal-tnternetISP-Bound Traffic, and {4} Exchange Access Traffic.

Each Party shall provide interconnection to the other Party. in accordance with this Agreement,
and in accordance with the standards and requirements governing interconnection set forth in 47 U.S.C.
§251, FCC implementing regulations, and state law governing interconnection, at (i) any technically
feasible Point{s) of Interconnection and/or (i) a fiber meet point to which the Parties mutually agree under
the terms of this Agreement.

Core shall have the sole right and discretion to designate a Point of Interconnection ("PQOI") at any
technically feasible point on ABC's network within a LATA for the parties’ mutual exchange of
interconnection traffic. The PO is the physical point that demaicates each party's operaticnal
responsibility. Each party is operationally responsible for the proper engineering of interconnection
facilities on its own side of the POL.

Each party shall designate an Interconnection Point (“IP”) on the other party's network at which
the designating party shall deliver its originating interconnection traffic in a LATA. A party may designate
any end office or tandem office wire center on the other party’s network as its IP.

WMW&M%WW%&WWM
lelepbone-ruomber-{b)-provisiorntheir local-exehange carrierservices-in-a manner thalthe-resultingtraffic
axchangad-betweenthe-RParllespursuant-to-this-Agreementwill-be-cenfined-to-the-scope of- the-trafficas
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15 Heither Rarbyviclates-Section-1-4-abovethe-other Rarly shall - be-entiledto-charge-originating
and-terminating-access-charges-as-appropriate-for traffic-assocciated with such-violatiens:

1.6 Both Parties agree only to deliver traffic to the other Party pursuant to and consistent with the
terms of this Agreement. It shall be a default of this Agreement for a Party to deliver, over the connecting
facilities, and traffic other than the traffic that is within the scope and consistent with the terms of this
Agreement.

1.7 Each Party is solely responsible for the receipt and transmission of 911/E811 traffic originated by
its End Users of its Telephone Exchange Services. The Parties acknowledge and affirm that calls to
911/E911 services shall NOT be routed over the trunk groups established between the Parties pursuant
to this Agreement. To the extent that a Party incorrectly routes such traffic over such arrangements, that
Party shail fully indemnify and hold harmless the other Party for any claims, including claims of third
parties, related to such calls.

2. Methods for Interconnection and Trunk Types
2.1 Methods for Interconnection.

2.1.1  The Parties shall interconnect their networks within ABC’s service area at the IP set forth in
Appendix A.

2.1.1.1 Core shall be permitted to use a third party carrier's special access facility services for purposes
of establishing interconnection with ABC at the IP. Core shall be responsible for the payment to any third
party carrier for special access charges for such facilities.

2.1.1.2 Core shall also be permitted to use a third party’s switched transit services as the means to
exchange Local-Fraffic-and Losallnternet TrafficSection 251(b}(5) and |SP-Bound Traffic with ABC at the
IP provided that: (1) the third party carrier has in place contractual agreements with ABC which sets forth
the terms and conditions under which the third party carrier will provide intermediary switched services for
the exchange of traffic betwéen the Parties pursuant to this Agreement (2} Core-isresponsibleforthe
costs-associated-with-any charges-the-intermediany third-party-may-assess-for the-transit services
provided-for-the-exchange-ot-iraffic-between the Parties pursuant-io-this-Agreemenkand-{3}-the-specific
third-partyand-the-description-of such-third-pary-arrangementis-set-forth-in-Appendix-A- Moreover, the

use of such third party switched transit services for the exchange of traffic between the Parties pursuant
to this Agreement shall be limited to the condition that the total traffic between the Parties does not
exceed one (1) DS-1 level volume of traffic. If the volume of traffic exceeds one (1) DS-1 level of traffic,
ABC may provide notice to Core, and Core shall be required, within ninety (90) days after such notice, to
provision either Core’s own direct facifities to the IP or to provision special access facilities as set forth in
Section 2.1.1.1. This Agreement does not require either Party to use the intermediary services of a third

party.

212 EachParty-shallmake-available-te-the-etherPary-trunks-at the R over-which-the-otherRarbrcan
delivertrafiic-thatis-within-the-scope-of this-Agreement—Each Rarly-isresponsible-for the-costs-and

2.1.3 TheWhere both Parties have the capability, the Parties shall utilize $87 Signaling, which is the
common channel out-of-band signaling (CCS) protocol developed by the Consultative Committee for
International Telephone and Telegraph (CCITT) and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).
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exehaﬂge{»f—traﬁls—lf elther or both Dartles do not have 5§57 capabllltv then the partles shall utn!:ze muiti-
frequency ("MF") signaling.

2.1.3.1 Where SS7 is used, Fthe Parties agree to cooperate on the exchange of all appropriate SS7
messages for call set-up, including Integrated Services Digital Network User Part ("ISUP") and
Transaction Capability User Part (“TCAP") messages, to facilitate full interoperability of all CLASS
features and functions between their respective networks. The parties shall include the Jurisdiction
Information Parameter (“JIP") in the Initial Address Message (“IAM"), containing a Local Exchange
Routing Guide-assigned NPA-NXX (6 digits) identifying the originating switch on calls that they originate.

2.1.3.2 Neither Party shall intentionally substitute or generate incorrect ANi, CPN or SS7 parameters on
traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement. Upon determination that a Party has intentionally
substituted or generated such incorrect parameters on traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement, the
offending Party shall pay the cther Party the difference between compensation paid (if any) and
applicable access charges, plus interest due under the terms of the applicable access tariff from the date
the traffic would have been billed if such parameters had been passed unaltered. In addition, the Parties
acknowledge that a violation of this paragraph would cause the other Party to incur expenses to identify
and correct the affected call records, and that such incidental expenses wouid be difficult to quantify,
therefore, in lieu of recovery of such expenses, the offending Party shall pay the other Party liquidated
damages of $1.00 per affected call record.

22 Trunk Types.
In interconnecting their networks pursuant to this Attachment, the Parties will use, as appropriate,
the following separate and distinct trunk groups:

2.21 Interconnection Trunks for the transmission and routing of Lesat-Section 251(b){5) Traffic and

LesaHinternetlSP-Bound Traffic. Fhe-Paries-agree-that the lnterconnection Trunk-Groups-willbe-instalied
and-utilized.as-bwo-way-

2.2.2 Tandem Transit Trunks for the transmission and routing of Tandem Transit Traffic. The-Parties
agree-thatthe Tandem-Transit-Frunks-will-be-two-way-trunks-

Exchange Access Trunks for transmission and routing of InterL ATA and Intral ATA Toll Traffic.

2.3 Trunk Arrangements.

2.3.1  For each frunk group with a utilization Jevel of less than sixty percent {60%}) for three consecutive
months, unfess the Parties agree otherwise, ABC may disconnect a sufficient number of the available
trunks to attain a utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%]), however, the trunks will be
grouped in multiples of 24 trunks for the purpose of determining utilization levels. The minimum utilization
level of sixty percent (60%) is not required until trunk groups have been in service for at least six (6)
months.

2.3.3 Altrunks-shalutilize-SS7-Common-Chanrnel-Signaling—The Parties agree to utilize B8ZS and
Extended Super Frame (ESF) D31 facilities, where available. Should ABC determine that the Parties are
exchanging traffic on the Interconnection Trunks to and from any single ABC end office in an amount
sufficient to justify the installation of direct end office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, ABC may
at its sole discretion require Core to rearrange its Interconnection Trunk group by installing direct end
office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, such rearrangement shall not constitute the establishment
of a new IP, and each Party will remain responsible for all expenses on its side of the IP.

24 Fwe-Way-Trunk Performance Standards.
2.4.1 The Parties shail meet (telephonically or in person) from time to time, as needed, to review data

on twe-way-trunks to determine the need for new trunk groups and to plan any necessary changes in the
number of trunks.
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243 The performance standard for twe-way-frunk groups shall be that no such trunk group will exceed
its design blocking objective for three (3) consecutive calendar traffic study months.

2.44 Goere-The Parties shall jointly determine and order the number of twe-way-trunks that are required

to meet the applicable design-blocking objective for all traffic carried on each twe-way-trunk group.

GoreEach Party shall order twe-way-trunks by submitting ASRs to ABCthe other Party and any applicable

thlrd party, settlng forth the number of Me—way—trunks to be installed and the requested installation dates.
- eThe Partles shall

246 The Parties will review all twe-way-trunk groups that reach a utilization level of seventy percent
(70%), or greater, to determine whether those groups should be augmented. GereThe Parties will
promptly augment all twe-way-trunk groups that reach a utilization leve! of eighty percent (80%) by
submitting ASRs for additional trunks sufficient to attain a utilization leve! of approximately seventy
percent (70%), unless the Parties agree that additional trunking is not required. For each two-way trunk
-group with a utilization level of less than sixty percent (60%), unless the Parties agree otherwise,
Cereeach Party will promptly submit ASRs to discennect a sufficient number of trunks to attain a
utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%) for each respective group, unless the Parties agree

that the two way trunks should not be dnsconnected Mheeven#@ere—faﬂs—te—sub#ut—an—ASRﬁfeHwe—way

——————

Physical Architecture

Core shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any of the following methods for
interconnection at any of the IPs which are established pursuant to this agreement for the delivery of
traffic to ABC:

i. a collocation facility established by Core at a ABC central office or tandem office
where the IP is located, in which case Core shall pay ABC applicable collocation charges as set forth in
the Collocation Attachment;

i. a collocation facility established by a third-party, with whom Core has contracted,
at a ABC central office or tandem office where the IP is logated, in which case such third-party {and not
-Core) shall pay ABC (anvy) applicable collocation charges: andfor

iii. an Entrance Facility and transport (where applicable) leased from ABC as
specified in_the Pricing Attachment.

ABC shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any of the following methods for
interconnection at any of the IPs which are established pursuant to this agreement for the delivery of
traffic to Core:
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i. a collocation facility established by ABC at a Core central office or tandem office
where the IP is located, in which case ABC shall pay Core applicable collocation charges as set forth in
the Collocation Attachment;

i, a collocation facility established by a third-party, with whom ABC has contracted,
at a Core central office or tandem office where the IP is located, in which case such third-party (and not
ABC) shall pay Core (any) applicable coliocation charges; and/or

iii. an Entrance Facility and transport (where applicable) leased from Core as
specified in the Pricing Attachment.

Loop Interconnection.
Where ABC facilities (including facilities ABC considers to be “retail” or “loop” as opposed to “|OF”) exist
having sufficient capacity to fill Core's initial interconnection trunking needs at the technically feasible
Point{s) of interconnection specified by Core, ABC shall complete ail of the activities needed to implement
an Interconnection Activation Date no later than thirty (30) days following Core’s notice (as provided for
above), or, a later Interconnection Activation Date of Core's choosing. Where ABC facilities (including
facilities ABC congiders to be “retail” or “loop™” as opposed to “IOF") do not exist having sufficient capacity
to fill Core's initial interconnection trunking needs at the technically feasibie Poini{s) of interconnection
specified by Core, ABC shall complete all of the activities needed to implement an Interconnection
Activation Date no later than sixty (60) days following Core’s notice {as provided for above), or, a later

Interconnection Activation Date of Core’s choosing,

Alternative Interconnection Arrangements
In addition to the foregoing methods of Interconnection, and subject to mutual agreement of the Parties,
the Parties may agree to establish a Fiber Meet arrangement.

3. Trunk Provisioning
3.1 Trunk Group Provisioning.
3.1.1 Both Parties shall use either a 0S-1 or DS-3 facilities interface at the IP. When and where an

STS-1 interface is available, the Parties may agree to use such an interface. Upon mutual agreement,
the Parties may agree to use an optical interface (such as OC-n).

it --Each Party will identify its Carrier |dentification Code, a three or four digit-numeric
code obtained from Telcordia, to the other Party when ordering a trunk group.

3.1.3 Unless mutually agreed to by both Parties, each Party will outpulse ten (10) digits to the other
Party.

3.1.4 Each Party will use commercially reasonable efforts to monitor trunk groups under its control and
to augment those groups using generally accepted trunk engineering standards so as to not exceed
blocking objectives.

3.2 Switching System Hierarchy and Trunking Requirements.

For purposes of routing Care traffic to ABC, the subtending arrangements between ABC Tandem
Switches and ABC End Office Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending
arrangements ABC maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers’ traffic. For purposes of routing
ABC traffic to Core, the subtending arrangements between Core Tandem Swiiches and Core End Office
Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending arrangements that Core maintains for
the routing of its own or other carriers’ traffic.

3.3 Grades of Service.

The Parties shall initially engineer and shall monitor and augment ail trunk groups consistent with
the Joint Process as set forth in Section 12.
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4. Traffic Measurement and Billing over Interconnection Trunks

4.1 Each Party, at its own expense, reserves the right to audit all traffic and any associated billing as
specified in this Section of the Agreement, up to a maximum of two audits per calendar year to ensure
that only LecalFraffic-amd-Losal-lnternet TrafficSection 251(b)(5) Traffic and 1SP-Bound Traffic are being
routed on the Interconnection Trunks and that rates are being applied appropriately. Each Party agrees to
provide the necessary Traffic data in conjunction with any such audit in a timely manner.

4.2 To the extent technically feasible, each Party shall pass ANI or Calling Party Number (CPN)
information on each call. For those Customer's whose premise equipment is unable to populate the ANI|
or CPN in the call detail record, each party shall populate the ANl or CPN field with the Customer’s billing
number, [l‘ ‘he Parties agree that they wiil not populate the CPN field in the. call "detail record wi W|th a
wholesaie Customer's hilling: or.local routing numberbut will utitize-the final Customer's-CPN or btlhng

number!

4.2.1 Where possible, actual call detail records including the CPN, will be used by the terminating Party
for purposes of auditing the scope of traffic. Where a terminating Party has the capability, it will use the
actual call detail records including the CPN information associated with each specific call to identify traffic
delivered by the other Party as either Local Traffic, Local Internet Traffic or traffic that is not within the
scope of this Agreement.

4.2.2 When aterminating Party receives insufficient call detail or the GPNCPN/ANI is missing or
masked, and therefore cannot determine whether the call is or is not within the scope of this Agreement,
and if the percentage of traffic delivered with GRNCPN/ANI of sufficient detail is greater than 90% the
total calls delivered, the calls without sufficient detail or GRNCPN/AN| will be presumed to be in the same
proportion as the calls within the more than 90 percent that can be identified. If a traffic delivered by one
Party to the other Party has GRNCPN/ANI on fewer than 90% of the calls, the terminating Party may
provide written notice of a billing dispute to the other Party delivering such calls below the 80 percent
threshold. Upon such notice, the Party delivering the traffic to the other Party (the "Delivering Party) shall
have 30 days to investigate and correct the lack of GRNCPN/ANI and report the date the problem was
corrected to the other Party (the “Terminating Party”). If the problem cannot be repaired within 30 days of
the written notice to bring the delivered traffic without GRNCPN/ANI to fewer than 10% of total calls, the
Terminating Party will bill all traffic without GRNCPN/ANI as intrastate Access traffic until such time as the
traffic without GRNCPN/ANI is fewer than 10% of total traffic.

and-valuabieeens&de&eﬂen%he%uﬁasmnwef wh%sh%ehveen—the—%ﬁ&s&aekﬂewledged—and—thauhe
relative-obligations-and-consideration-aresufficienthin-balanee-between-the-Parties-such-that-neither

PRarty-has-any-obligationto-provide-any-monetarscompensation-to-the-ether Pardyfor-the-ether Parly's
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Intercarrier Compensation for the Transport and Termination of Interconnection Traffic.

For purposes of compensation under this Agreement, the telecommunications traffic exchanged
between the Parties will be classified as Section 251(b}(5) Traffic, ISP-Bound Traffic, Intral ATA
Interexchange Traffic, or InterLATA Interexchange Traffic.

Reciprocal Compensation for Section 251(b)(5) Traffic

The Party originating Section 251(b)}{5)} Trafiic shall compensate the terminating Party for the transport
and termination of such traffic to its Customer in accordance with Section 251(b)(5) of the Act at the egual
and symmetrical rates stated in the Pricing Attachment.
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Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic

Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic shall be governed by the FCC's ISP Remand Order and ISP
Forbearance Order. To the extent the ISP Remand Crder is overturned or otherwise found to be
inapplicable, and to the extent ABC does not elect to exchange all Section 251(b)(5) traffic at the ISP
Remand Order rates (as set forth in paragraph 89 of the ISP Remand Order), ISP-Bound Traffic shall be
freated the same as Section 251(b)(5) Traffic for compensation purposes.

Access Charges for IntralLATA Interexchange Traffic

Access charges shall be applied to the origination and termination of IntraLATA Interexchange Traffic as
set forth in the providing party’s applicable intrastate access tariff.

Access Charges for InterLATA Interexchange Traific

Access charges shall be applied to the origination and termination of InterLATA Interexchange Traffic as
set forth in the providing party's applicable intrastate or interstate access tariff.

53.3 Acall placed on a non-local basis (e.g., a toll call or 8yy call) to an ISP shall not be treated as
Local Internet Traffic for compensation purposes. The Parties agree that, to the extent such "non-Local"
ISP calls are placed, that the rates, terms and conditions for IntraLATA and/or InterLATA calling shall
apply, including but not limited to rating and routing according to the Party's appiicable tariffs and the
application of intrastate and/or interstate Switched Exchange Access Service tariffs.

5.3.4 Where the public switched network, local exchange facilities and/or services of either Party are
used for the origination or termination of VOIP Traffic calls, the Parties agree to apply the following terms
and conditions: VOIP Traffic calls will be originated and terminated in the same manner as each Party
does for non-VOIP, circuit-switched Traffic. VOIP Traffic shall be subject to the same compensation

terms and condltlons as applies for circuit swnched calls. Genseq-ua#y—‘i@%aﬁﬂe—thai—beth—eﬁgmates

Indirect Traffic

6.1 For purposes of exchanging Indirect Traffic there is ng physical or direct point of interconnection
between the Parties, therefore neither Party is required to construct new facilities or make mid-span meet
arrangements available to the other Party for Indirect Traffic. Indirect interconnection shall only be

allowed to the extent each party is interconnected at a tandem which ABC’s end office subtends.
6.2. Exchange Of Traffic

6.2.1. The Parties may send each other Indirect Traffic,

6.2.2. Each Party acknowledges that it is the originating Party’s responsibility to enter into transiting
arrangements with the third party providing the transit services.

6.2.3. FEach Party is responsible for the transport of originating calls from its network to its point of
interconnection with the transiting party. The originating Parly is responsible for the payment of transit
charges assessed by the transiting party.

6.3. Compensation for Indirect Traffic

6.3.1. Toll Traffic
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Compensation for the termination_of Intral ATA Toll Traffic between the Parties shall be based on their
respective applicable access tariffs in accordance with FCC and Commission Rules and Regulations.

6.3.2. Sectton 251(b)(5) Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic
Compensation for Section 251(b)}5) Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic shall be based on the reciprocal
compensation rates set forth in_the Pricing Attachment.

7. Tandem Transit Traffic

Neither Party shall provide an intermediary or fransit traffic function for the other Party’s
connection of its End Users to the End Users of a third party telecommunications carrier without the
consent and agreement of all parties. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to utilize any
intermediary or transit traffic function of the other Party. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to
provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services.

71 Tandem Transit Traffic shall be routed over the Tandem Transit Trunks described in Appendix A.
Core shall deliver Tandem Transit Traffic to ABC with CCS and the appropriate Transactional Capabilities
Application Part (“TCAP”) message to facilitate full interoperability of CLASS Features and billing
functions.

7.2 Core shall pay ABC for Transit Traffic that Core originates at the rate specified in the Pricing
Attachment and Appendix A,

7.3 In no case will ABC be required to continue to provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services for local
Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to a CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, if the volume of
local Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to the CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC exceeds one
{1) DS-1 level volume of calls per CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC per ABC tandem serving area
for a period of three consecutive months.

74 if or when a third party carrier’s Central Office subtends a Core Centrai Office, then Core shall
offer to ABC a service arrangement equivalent to or the same as Tandem Transit Service provided by
ABC to Core as defined in this Section such that ABC may terminate calls to a Central Office of a CLEC,
ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, that subtends a Core Central Office (“"Reciprocal Tandem Transit
Service”). Core shall offer such Reciprocal Transit Service arrangements under terms and conditions no
less favorable than those provided in this Section.

7.5 Neither Party shall take any actions to prevent the other Party from entering into a direct and
reciprocal traffic exchange agreement with any carrier to which it originates, or from which it terminates,
traffic.

8. Number Resources, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points

B.1 Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to limit or otherwise adversely affect in any manner
either Party’s right to employ or to request and be assigned any Central Office Codes ("NXX") pursuant to
the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines and any relevant FCC or Commission orders, as may be
amended from time to time, or to establish, by Tariff or otherwise, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points
corresponding to such NXX codes.

8.2 During the term of this Agreement, Core shall adopt the Rate Center Area and Rate Center
Points that the Cornmission has approved for ABC and any other incumbent Local Exchange Carriers
within the serving area. Core shall assign whole NPA-NXX codes to each Rate Center Area unless
otherwise ordered by the FCC, the Commission or another governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction,
or the telecommunications industry adopts alternative methods of utilizing NXXs.

8.3 It shall be the responsibility of each Party to program and update its own switches and network
systemns. Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, neither Party shall impose any fees or charges
whatsoever on the other Party for such activities.

9. Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process; and Installation, Maintenance, Testing and
Repair
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9.1 Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process.

9.1.1 Upon request of either Party, the Parties shall jointly develop an implementation and grooming
process (the “Joint Grooming Process” or “Joint Process”) which may define and detail, inter alia: (1)
standards to ensure that Interconnection Trunks and Tandem Transit Trunks experience a grade of
'service, availability and quality which is comparable to that achieved on interoffice trunks within ABC’s
network and in accord with all appropriate relevant industry-accepted quality, reliability and availability
standards; (2) the respective duties and responsibilities of the Parties with respect to the administration
and maintenance of the trunk groups, including, but not limited to, standards and procedures for
notification and discoveries of trunk disconnects; (3) disaster recovery provision escailations; and (4) such
other matters as the Parties may agree.

9.1.2 Except as otherwise stated in this Agreement, frunks provided by either Party for Interconnection
services will be engineered using a P.01 Grade of Service.

92 Installation, Maintenance, Testing and Repair.

Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties, to the extent required by Applicable Law,
Interconnection provided by a Party shall be equal in quality to that provided by such Party to itself, any
subsidiary, affiliates or third party. If either Party is unable to fulfill its obligations under this Section, it
shall notify the other Party of its inability to do so and will negotiate alternative intervals in good faith. The
Parties agree that {0 the extent required by Appiicable Law, the standards to be used by a Party for
isolating and clearing any disconnections and/or other outages or troubles shall be at parity with
standards used by such Party with respect to itself, any subsidiary, affiliate or third party.

8.2.1 A maintenance service charge applies whenever either Party requests the dispatch of the other
Party's personnel for the purpose of performing maintenance activity on the interconnection trunks, and
any of the following conditions exist: (a) No trouble is found in the interconnection trunks; (b} The trouble
condition results from equipment, facilities or systems not provided by the Party whose personnel were
dispatched; or (¢) Trouble clearance did not otherwise require a dispatch, and upon dispatch requested
for repair verification, the interconnection trunk does not exceed maintenance limits.

9.2.2 If a maintenance service charge has been applied and trouble is subseguently found in the
facilities of the Party whose personnel were dispatched, the charge will be canceled.

9.2.3 Billing for maintenance service by either party is based on each half-hour or fraction thereof
expended to perform the work requested. The time worked is categorized and billed at one of the
following three rates: {1) basic time; (2) overtime; or (3) premium time as defined in ABC’s intrastate
access tariff.

9.3 Forecasting Requirements for Trunk Provisioning.

Within ninety (90) days of executing this Agreement, Core shall provide ABC a two (2) vear traffic
forecast. This initial forecast will provide the amount of traffic to be delivered to and from ABC over each
of the Interconnection Trunk groups over the next eight (8) quarters. The forecast shall be updated and
provided to ABC on an as-needed basis but no less frequently than semiannually.

94 Initial Forecasts/Trunking Requirements.

Because ABC’s trunking requirements will, at least during an initial period, be dependent on the
Customer segments and service segments within Customer segments {0 whom Core decides to market
its services, ABC will be largely dependent on Core to provide accurate trunk forecasts for both inbound
(from ABC) and outbound {to ABC) traffic. At ABC's discretion, when Core expressly identifies particular
situations that are expected to produce traffic that is substantially skewed in either the inbound or
outbound direction, ABC may provide the number of trunks Core suggests; provided, however, that in all
cases ABC's provision of the forecasted number of trunks to Core is conditioned on the following: that
such forecast is based on reasonable engineering criteria, there are no capacity constraints, and Core’s
previous forecasts have proven to be reliable and accurate.
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9.4.1  Monitoring and Adjusting Forecasts. ABC will, for ninety (90) days, monitor traffic on each trunk
group that it establishes at Core’s suggestion or request pursuant to the procedures identified in this
Section. Atthe end of such ninety {80) day period, ABC may disconnect trunks that, based on
reasonable engineering criteria and capacity constraints, are not warranted by the actual traffic volume
experienced subject to the limitations in Section 2.3 and Section 2.4 of this Interconnection Attachment.

9.4.2 In subsequent periods, ABC may also monitor traffic for ninety {90) days on additionai trunk
groups that Core suggests ABC to establish.

10. Number Portability - Section 251(B){2)
10.1 Scope.

The Parties shall provide number portability (NP) in accordance with rules and regulations as
prescribed from time to time by the FCC.

Database{HBB}—Reastivation-of the line-based-salling card-in-anether LIDB_f-desired-is-the
responsibility-of-Rarty-B-or Party-B's Gustomer

ousl l X £ ; : B A f . e : it
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IN WITNESS WHEREQF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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ATTACHMENT C
PRICING
1. General

1.1 As used in this Attachment, the term "Charges” means the rates, fees, charges and prices for a
Service,

1.2 The Charges for a Service shall be the charges for Services as detailed in this Attachment-or
Appendix A, as applicable.

1.3 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges shall
be as stated in Appendix A of this Pricing Attachment.

1.4 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, if Charges for a
Service are otherwise expressly provided for in this Agreement, such Charges shall apply.

1.5 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the
Service shall be the Providing Party's FCC or Commission approved Charges.

1.6 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the
Service shall be mutually agreed to by the Parties in writing.

2. Core Prices

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, the Charges that Core bills ABC for
Core’s Services shall not exceed the Charges for ABC's comparable Services.

3. Regulatory Review of Prices

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, each Party reserves its respective rights
to institute an appropriate proceeding with the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body of
appropriate jurisdiction: (a) with regard to the Charges for its Services (inctuding, but not limited to, a
proceeding to change the Charges for its services); and (b} with regard to the Charges of the other Party
{including, but not limited to, a proceeding in which the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body
with appropriate jurisdiction is asked to reduce such Charges and to order a refund of any amounts paid
in excess of any Charges that are reduced).

IN WITNESS WHEREGCF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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APPENDIX A
ABC TELEPHONE COMPANY and CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

A, Designation of the IP(s):

| B. Local-Section 251(b)(9) Traffic Termination; RATE]

To be added pursuant to the terms of this Agreement

| ISP-Bound Traffic Termination: $0.0007/MOU

C. Tandem Transit arrangements for Tandem Transit Traffic between Core and carriers other than
ABC that subtend a ABC Tandem Switch. {Not applicable to Toll Traffic when Meet Point Billing
Arrangement applies; Separate trunks required for IXC subtending trunks)

- Tandem Transit Trunking Arrangement:
- Tandem Transit Trunking Charges by ABC to Core:

- Tandem Switching & Transport= $.xx0e¢/MOU for Core Originated Tandem Transit Traffic

D. LSR Ordering Charges for LNP activity

- Basic Initial LNP Service Order Charge = $xxx.xx per each initial request by one Party to the
other Party per LNP request per Customer -- To be billed to and paid by the requesting Party.

- Basic Subsequent LNP Service Order Charge = $xxx.xx per each time the requesting Party

submits a revised request per LNP request per Customer -- To be billed to and paid by the
requesting Party.

E. DIRECTORY LISTINGS & BOOKS

1. Directory Listing Report
- Annual directory validation listing report $ to be billed to and paid by Core to
ABC
- Initial Request separate request $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC
- Subsequent Requests $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC
2. For each telephone number listed (i.e., published) in the White Page Directory and/for in

the Yellow Page Directory - a monthly charge equal to ABC's costs or charges to ABC from
outside vendor for each such listing:

- $x.xx per month per listing to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC

3. Other Tariffed Directory Listing Services
- As Applicable per ABC Pa PUC
- Listing/Database charge - $.XXX
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4. As Applicable per ABC-PAPUC No._
- Books & delivery (annual home area directories only} -— No charge for normal number

of books delivered to Customers; additional delivery or bulk delivery per separate
arrangement between ABC and Core.

F. Designation of Third Party interconnection Arrangements.

iN WITNESS WHEREOQF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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Chris Van de Verg

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>

To: <parmstrong @ttanlaw.com>

Cc: "Mike Gruin" <mag@stevenslee.com>; "Rick Hicks" <rlh@stevenslee.com>; "Regina Matz"
<rmatz@ttanlaw.com>

Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2005 4:32 PM

Attach; NEW CLEAN 10-18 ABC to Core—markup.doc
Subject: Fw: Core's Redline of RTCC's ICA Proposal

Patty,

| would very much like to set up one or more negotiation sessions to go through RTCC's ICA proposal and Core's
redline of RTCC's proposal before Christmas. As you may be aware, the arbitration window under section 252(b)
of the Telecommunications Act opens on January 2, 20086 for most {although not all) of your clients, and closes
January 26, 2006. We should, at minimum, strive to resolve as many issues as possible before that date. Indeed,
Core very much hopes that the parties can reach a mutually-agreed upon negotiated agreement, rather than have
to engage in arbitration. | hope RTCC feels the same way. | am available each day next week.

Please let me know your availability so that we can set up a call. | would be happy to provide the conference
service.

Thanks, HECE!V&:D

--Chris

----- Original Message --—- JAN 25 23@5
From: Chris Van de Verg

To: parmstrong@ttaniaw.com FAP UBLic UTILITY o

Cc: Regina Matz ; Mike Gruin ; Rick Hicks SECHETARY'S Q‘_"’W’E?S{ON
Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2005 10:54 AM BUHEAU

Subject: Core's Redline of RTCC's ICA Proposal
Patty,
Aftached is Core's redline counterproposal to RTCC's ICA proposal.

I would like to schedule a time for us to walk through the agreement and identify issues which can (or can not) be
resolved through negotiation. | am generally available next week (except for Wednesday) as well as the foliowing
week,

Regards,
--Chris

1/23/2006
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Chris Van de Verg_

From: "Patricia Armstrong” <parmstrong@ttaniaw.com>

To: "Norman J. Kennard™ <NJKennard@hmsk-law.com>; "Chris Van de Verg™ <chris@coretel.net>

Cc: <gzing@ptd.net>; <mag@stevenslee.com>; <rih@stevenslee.com>, "Rmatz@ Ttanlaw. Com"
<rmatz@fttantaw.com>

Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 3:.08 PM

Subject: RE:PTA Draft ICA

Chris - We too have discussed the ICA you sent - with our clients and our consultant and unfortunately there have
just been too many

things on the plate - testimony, discovery, other matters - but we too

are willing to participate in a joint conference call on the draft

ICA. Although | am out of the office the first week in January | am nonetheless

willing to work with you to set up a time that week for a call and participate at some mutually convenient time. In th,
around a few possible times between January 3 - 6 so we might get a call set up in the next few days for that first
week in January.

We would also be willing to consider an extension in the arbitration time frame to try and accommodate the
Commisgsion as well as the parties.

Patty

From: Norman J. Kennard [mailto:NJKennard@hmsk-law.com]

Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 2:35 PM

To: Chris Van de Verg

Cc: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com; gzing@ptd.net; mag@stevensiee.com; rih@stevenstee.com
Subject: RE: PTA Draft ICA

Chris:

Sorry for the delay. When you sent it we were up against the testimony deadline in the application case.
I've had a chance to share this with the client and would like to discuss. I have a major regulatory filing
due on December 28th and can meet to discuss the proposed terms after that. I am fairly open during the
first week of January. Please pick a time then and we will participate. I'd also recommend that we
involve the RTCC group as their ICA issues will likely be similar. Finally, the PTA would agree to
extend the arbitration deadline to accommodate the Commussion and parties.

Norm,

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net]
Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2005 4:40 PM

To: Norman J. Kennard

Cc: Rick Hicks; Mike Gruin

Subject: Fw: PTA Draft ICA

Norm,

I would very much like to set up one or more negotiation sessions to go through PTA's ICA proposal and Core's
redline of PTA's proposal before Christmas, As you may be aware, the arbitration window under section 252(b) of

1/23/2006
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Chris Van de Verg

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>

To: "Patricia Armstrong" <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com>
Cc: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>

Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 6:05 PM

Subject: Re: PTA Draft ICA
Patty,

Since you are busy the first week of January, | would propose anytime the week of December 26-30. This would
permit us to have at least one session prior to the arbitration open date of January 2. | proposed December 29 or
30 to Norm, as he has a major filing due on the 28th. To the extent PTA and RTCC are working together, perhaps
those two dates offer the best time frame. As | informed Norm, to the extent we are making progress on
negotiation prior to the arbitration open date, | would be amenable to an extension if necessary.

Regards,
--Chris

————— Original Message —--

From: Patricia Armstrong

To: 'Norman J. Kennard' ; 'Chris Van de Verg'

Cc: gzing@ptd.net ; mag@stevensiee.com ; rh@stevenslee.com ; Rmatz@Ttanlaw. Com
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 3:08 PM

Subject: RE: PTA Draft ICA

Chris - We too have discussed the ICA you sent - with our clients and our consultant and unfortunately there
have just been toc many

things on the plate - testimony, discovery, other matters - but we too

are willing to participate in a joint conference call on the draft

ICA. Although | am out of the office the first week in January i am nonetheless

willing to work with you to set up a time that week for a call and participate at some mutually convenient time. In
around a few possible times between January 3 - 6 so we might get a call set up in the next few days for that
first week in January.

We would also be willing to consider an extension in the arbitration time frame to try and accommodate the
Commission as well as the parties.

Patty

From: Norman J. Kennard [mailto:NJKennard@hmsk-law.com]

Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 2:35 PM

To: Chris Van de Verg

Cc: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com; gzing@ptd.net; mag@stevenslee.com; rth@stevenslee.com
Subject: RE: PTA Draft ICA

Chris:

Sorry for the delay. When you sent it we were up against the testimony deadline in the application
case. I've had a chance to share this with the client and would like to discuss. [ have a major regulatory
filing due on December 28th and can meet to discuss the proposed terms after that. I am fairly open
during the first week of January. Please pick a time then and we will participate. I'd also recommend
that we involve the RTCC group as their ICA issues will likely be similar. Finally, the PTA would

1/23/2006
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Chris Van de Verg

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel .net>

To: <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com>

Cc: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>; "Rick Hicks" <rlh@stevensiee.com>; "Mike Gruin"
<mag@stevenslee.com>

Sent: Monday, December 26, 2005 3:20 PM

Attach: NEW CLEAN 10-18 ABC to Core--markup 051226.doc
Subject:  Updated core redline of ricc proposal

Patty,
We have made a couple of small revisions to Core's redline of the RTCC proposal. The revisions appear-on

pages 29 (paras. 3,4 & 5) and 33 (end of para. from preceding page and first full paragraph) of the attached,
updated redling document.

In summary. the revisions do the following:

--Eliminate references to "POI"

--Clarify the process to establish "IPs"

--Clarify that the parties may lease entrance facility-type interconnection transport from third parties as well as
each other.

Other than these, no other revisions have been made and the document is in all other respects identical to our
initial redline. | look forward to our call on January 3.

Happy Holidays,
--Chris

RECEIVED
JAN 25 2008

PA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
SECRETARY'S BUREAU

1/23/2006
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PREFACE

This Agreement (“Agreement™) shall be deemed effective upon approval by the Commission (the
“Effective Date"), between ABC Telephone Company ("ABC"), a corperation organized under the laws of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with offices at
and Core Communications, Inc. (“Core”), a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Maryland
with offices at 209 West Street, Suite 302, Annapolis, MD 21401 {Core and ABC may be referred to
hereinafter, each, individually as a “Party,” and, collectively, as the "Parties”).

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to interconnect their local exchange networks for the purpose of
transmission and termination of Telecommunications traffic that is within the scope of this Agreement,
and

WHEREAS, the nature of the interconnection arrangement between the Parties established
pursuant to this Agreement is of mutual benefit to both Parties and is intended to fulfill their needs to
exchange Leeal-Traffictelephone exchange service and exchange access traffic.

Now, therefore, in consideration of the terms and conditions contained herein, ABC and Core
hereby mutually agree as follows:
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PART A
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

1. General Rule

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, when a term listed in this Glossary is used in this
Agreement, the term shall have the meaning stated in this Glossary. A defined term intended to convey
the meaning stated in this Glossary is capitalized when used. Other terms that are capitalized, and not
defined in this Glossary or elsewhere in this Agreement, shall have the meaning stated in the Act.
Additional definitions that are specific to the matters covered in a particular provision of this Agreement
may appear in that provision. To the extent that there may be any conflict between a definition set forth in
this Glossary and any definition in a specific provision, the definition set forth in the specific provision shall
control with respect to that provision.

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, any term defined in this Glossary which is defined
or used in the singular shall include the plural, and any term defined in this Glossary which is defined or
used in the plural shall include the singular.

2. Definitions
2.1 “Access Services” refers to interstate and intrastate switched access and private line transport
services.

2.2 “Act’ means the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. §151 et seq.), as amended from time to
time (including, but not limited to, by the Telecommunications Act of 1996).

2.3 “Affiliate” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

24 “Agent” shall include an agent or servant.

25 “"Agreement” means this Agreement, as defined in Part B, Section 1 of the General Terms and
Conditions,

26 “Ancillary Traffic” means all traffic that is destined to provide Services ancillary to

Telecommunications Services, or that may have special routing or billing requirements, including but not
limited to the following: 911/E911, Operator Services, Directory Assistance, third party {except for that
third party traffic that is specifically addressed in this Agreement), collect and calling card database query
and Service, 800/888 database query and Service, CNAM, LIDB, and voice information Service.

2.7 “Applicable Law" means all effective laws, administrative rules and regulations, and any court
orders, rulings and decisions from courts of competent jurisdiction, applicabte to each Party's
performance of its obligations under this Agreement.

2.8 “Business Day” means Monday through Friday, except for ABC's holidays.

29 “Calendar Quarter" means January through March, April through June, July through September,
or October through December

210 “Calendar Year" means January through December.

211 “Calling Party Number” or “CPN" means a CCS parameter that identifies the calling party's
telephone number.

212 “Central Office” or “CO" refers to a local switching system for connecting lines to lines, lines to
trunks, or trunks to trunks for the purpose of originating/terminating calls over the public switched
telephone network. A single Central Office may handle several Central Office codes ("NXXs").
Sometimes this term is used to refer to a telephone company building in which switching systems and
telephone equipment are installed.
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2.13 “Central Office Switch” refers to a switch used to provide Telecommunications Services,
including, but not fimited to, End Office and Tandem Switches. A Cenfral Office Switch may also be
employed as a combination End Office/Tandem Office Switch.

214  “Commission” shall mean the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission.

2.15 “Common Channel Signaling” or “CCS8” refers to a method of transmitting call set-up and network
control data over a digital signaling network separate from the public switched telephone network facilities

that carry the actual voice or data content of the call. The-CGS-currentlyused-by-the-Parties-is-SS7-

2.16 “Common Language Location Identifier” or “CLLI Code” refers to a code developed by Telcordia
Technologies as a method of identifying physical locations and equipment such as buildings, Central
Offices, poles and antennas. There are three (3) basic formats for CLLI Codes: network entity, network
support site, and customer site.

217  “Competitive Local Exchange Carrier” or “CLEC” refers to any Locai Exchange Carrier providing
Local Exchange Telecommunications Service in any area where it is not an Incumbent Local Exchange
Carrier (“ILEC"). Core is a CLEC.

218  “Customer” or “End User” means a third party residential or business end user of Telephone
Exchange Services provided by either of the Parties.

2.19  “Customer Proprietary Network information” or “CPNI” is as defined in the Act.

220 “Day" means calendar days unless otherwise specified.

221 “End Office Switch” or “End Office” means a switching entity that is used to terminate Customer
station Loops for the purpose of interconnection to each other and to trunks.

ste;ed—m#epmahen-"lnformat:on Services” shall mean the offerlnq of a capability for generaling, acquiring,
storing, transforming, processing, retrieving, utilizing. or making available information via
telecommunications, and includes electronic publishing, but does not inctude any use of any such
capability for the management, control, or operation of a telecommunications system or the management
of a telecommunications service.

223 “Eshanced-Information Service Provider” or “EISP” shall mean a provider of EnhaneedInformation
Services,

224 “Entrance Facility” shall mean the facilities between a Party's designated premises and the
Central Office serving that designated premises.

225 “FCC” shall mean the Federal Communications Commission.
226  ‘“Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier” or “ILEC” shall have the meaning stated in the Act.

2.27  ‘“Interexchange Carrier” or “IXC" means a Telecommunications Carrier that provides, directly or
indirectly, InterLATA or IntraLATA Telephone Toll Services.

228 ‘“Internet” means the collective international network of interoperable public, private, managed
and non-managed computer and Telecommunications facilities, including both hardware and software,
which comprise the interconnected world-wide network of networks that employ the Transmission Control
Protocol/internet Protocol (TCP/IP}, or any predecessor or successor protocols to such protocol, to
communicate information of all Kinds by wireline or wireless connections.
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2.29  “internet Protocol” refers to a standard networking protocol that provides information transmission
across interconnected networks, between computers with diverse hardware architectures and various
operating systems, and keeps track of Internet addresses for different nodes, routes outgoing information
and recognizes incoming information.

230 “Internet Service Provider” or “ISP” is a vendor who provides access for Customers (companies
and private individuals) to the Internet and the World Wide Web for Telecommunication Services or other
means, but does not include a common carrier to the extent that it provides common carrier services.

*ISP Bound Traffic’ means traffic delivered by a local exchange carrier to an ISP.

“ISP Forbearance Order’ means the Federal Communications Commission’s Order in WC Docket
No. 03-171, released on October 18, 2004.

“[SP Remand Order’ means the Federal Communications Commigsion's Order on Remand &

Report and Order in CC Docket Nos. 96-98 & 99-98, released on April 27, 2001.

2.32  “IntraLATA Traffic” means telecommunications traffic that originates and terminates within the
same LATA.

2.34  “Local Access and Transport Area” or “LATA” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.
2.35 “Local Exchange Carrier” or “LEC” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

2:36  “Local Exchange Routing Guide” or “LERG” shall mean a Telcordia Technologies reference
containing NPA/NXX routing and homing information.

237  “Local Number Portability (“"LNP"Y' means the ability of Customers of Telecommunications
Services to retain, within the same geographic Rate Center Area associated with the Customer's NPA-
NXX code, existing telecommunications numbers without impairment of quality, reliability, or convenience
when switching from one telecommunications carrier to another.

238  “Local Service Request” (“LSR”} means an industry standard form or a mutually agreed upon
change thereof, used by the Parties to add, establish, change or disconnect local services.
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240  “"North American Numbering Pian” ("NANP”) means the plan for the allocation of unique 10-digit
directory numbers consisting of a three-digit area code, a three-digit office code, and a four-digit line
number. The plan also extends to format variations, prefixes, and special cede applications.

2.41  “Numbering Plan Area ("NPA")" {(sometimes referred to as an area code) is the three-digit
indicator which is designated by the first three digits of each 10-digit telephone number within the NANP.
Each NPA contains 800 possible NXX Codes. There are two general categories of NPA, “Geographic
NPAs” and “Non-Geographic NPAs." A “Geographic NPA” is associated with a defined geographic area,
and all telephone numbers bearing such NPA are associated with services provided within that
geographic area. A “Non-Geographic NPA,” also known as & “Service Access Code (SAC Code)” is
typically associated with a specialized telecommunications service which may be provided across multiple
geographic NPA areas; 500, 800, 800, 700, and 888 are examples of Non-Geographic NPAs.

2.42  “NXX," “NXX Code,” “NNX,” “COC,” “Centrai Office Code,” or “CO Code” is the three-digit switch
entity indicator which is defined by the fourth, fifth and sixth digits of a 10-digit telephone number within
NANP.

2.43  “Proprietary Information” shall have the same meaning as Confidential Information.

2.44  “Providing Party” means a Party offering or providing a Service to the other Party under this
Agreement.

2.45  “Purchasing Party” means a Party requesting or receiving a Service from the other Party under
this Agreement.

2.46  “Rate Center Area” refers to the geographic area that has been identified as being associated
with a particular NPA-NXX code assigned to the LEC for its provision of Telephone Exchange Services.
The Rate Center Area is the exclusive geographic area that the LEC has identified as the area within
which it will provide Telephone Exchange Services bearing the particular NPA-NXX designation
associated with the specific Rate Center Area.

2.47  "Rate Center Point” refers to a specific geographic point, defined by a V&H coordinate, located
within the Rate Center Area and used to measure distance for the purpose of billing for distance-sensitive
Telephone Exchange Services and Toll Traffic.

248 "Reciprocal Compensation” means the arrangement for recovering, in accordance with Section
251{b)(5) of the Act, costs incurred for the transport and termination of Subject Traffic originating by the
Customers of one Party on that Party’s network and terminating to the Customers of the other Party on
that other Party’s network.

"Section 251(b)(5) Traffic’ means {1) lelecommunications traffic exchanged between a LEC and
a telecommunications carrier other than a CMRS provider, except for telecommunications traffic that is
interstate or intrastate exchange access, or exchange services for such access (see FCC Order on
Remand, 34. 36, 36, 42-43); and/or (2) telecommunications traffic exchanged by a LEC and a CMRS
provider that originates and terminates within the same Major Trading Area, as defined in 47 CFR §

24.202(a).

249  “Service” means any Interconnection arrangement, Telecommunications Service, or other
service, facility or arrangement, offered by a Party under this Agreement.

2,50  “Signaling System 7" or “SS7” refers to the common channel out-of-band signaling protocol
(CCS) developed by the Consultative Committee for International Telephone and Telegraph (CCITT) and
the American National Standards Institute (ANS)). Cereend-ABGC-currently-utilize-thisout-of band ,

signaling-protocel-

251  “Subsidiary” means a corporation or other person that is controlled by a Party, controls a Party, or
is under commeon control with a Party.
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252 “Switched Exchange Access Service” means the offering of transmission and switching services
for the purpose of the origination or termination of Toll Traffic. Switched Exchange Access Services
include but may not be limited to: Feature Group A, Feature Group B, Feature Group D, 700 access, 800
access, B88 access and 900 access.

253  “Synchronous Optical Network (“SONET") is an optical interface standard that allows interworking
-of transmission products from multipte vendors (i.e., mid-span meets). The base rate is 51.84 MHps (OC-
1/8TS-1 and higher rates are direct multiples of the base rate up to 1.22 GHps).

254 “"Tandem Switch” means a switching entity that has billing and recording capabilities and is used
to connect and switch trunk circuits between and among End Office Switches and between and among
End Office Switches and carriers’ aggregation points, points of termination, or points of presence, and to
provide Switched Exchange Access Services.

255  “Tandem Transit Traffic” or “Transit Traffic” includes Telephone Exchange Service traffic that
ofiginates on one Party’s network, and is transported through the other Party's tandem switch to a third-
party’s network, including, but not limited to, 8 CLEC, Commercial Mobile Radie Service (*CMRS") carrier,
or other LEC, that subtends the relevant other Party's tandem switch to which the ofiginating Party
delivers such traffic. Transit Traffic also includes Telephone Exchange Service that originates on a third
party’s network, including but not limited to a CLEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC that is transported
through one Party's tandem switch and delivered to the other Party.

2.56 “Tandem Transit Trunks” means those trunks as referenced in Section 2 of the Interconnection
Attachment.

2.57  "Tariff means a filing made at the state or federal level for the provision of a telecommunications
service by a telecommunications carrier that provides for the terms, conditions and pricing of that service.
Such filing may be required or voluntary and may or may not be specifically approved by the Commission
or FCC.

2.88 ‘Telcordia Technologies” refers to Telcordia Technolegies, Inc., formerly known as Bell
Communications Research, Inc. (Bellcore).

259  "Telecommunications” is as defined in the Act.

260 “Telecommunications Carrier” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

261 “Telecommunications Services” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.

262 ‘"Telephone erlkocal-Exchange Service” shall have the meaning set forth in the Act.
263  “Transit Service” means the delivery of Transit Traffic.

264  "Voice over Internet Protocol Traffic” or “VOIP Traffic” is voice communications traffic that utilizes
Internet Protocol format for some or all of the transmission of the call.

2.65 “Wire Center” means a building or portion thereof which serves as the premises for one or more
Central Office Switches and related facilities,
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PART B
GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS

In consideration of the mutual promises contained in this Agreement, and intending to be legally
bound, Core and ABC hereby agree as follows:

1. Scope of this Agreement

1.1 This Agreement includes: (a) the Principal Document, including Attachments A through C; and
(b) a written Order by a Party that has been accepted in writing by the other Party. This Agreement
specifies the rights and obligations of each Party with respect to the establishment of Local
Interconnection within the incumbent service area of ABC. Certain terms used in this Agreement shall
have the meanings defined in the Glossary of Terms, or as otherwise elsewhere defined throughout this
Agreement. Other terms used but not defined herein will have the meanings ascribed to them in the Act,
in the FCC's, and in the Commission’s Rules and Regulations. PART B sets forth the General Terms and
Conditions governing this Agreement. The remaining Parts set forth, among other things, descriptions of
the services, pricing, technical and business requirements, and physical and network security
requirements.

12 Except as otherwise expressly provided in the Agreement, any conflict between the provisions in
the Agreement and any attachments, exhibits and documents attached to it or referenced within shall be
resolved in favor of the attachment, exhibit or document. The fact that a provision appears in the
Agreement but not in a document outside of this Agreement, or in a document outside of this Agreement
but not in the Agreement, shall not be interpreted as, or deemed grounds for finding, a conflict for the
purposes of this Section.

1.3 ‘Except as otherwise provisioned in the Agreement, the Agreement may not be waived or medified
except by a written document that is signed by the Parties. Subject to the requirements of Applicable
Law, a Party shall have the right to add, modify, or withdraw, its Tariff(s) at any time, without the consent
of, or notice to, the other Party.

14 In connection with this Agreement, a Party may purchase services from the other Party pursuant
to that other Party's Tariff. In such instances, the rates, terms, and conditions of the other Party’s Tariff
shall apply.

2. Reserved for Future Use
3. Regulatory Approvals
3.1 This Agreement, and any amendment or modification hereof, will be submitted to the Commission

for approval within thirty (30) Days after obtaining the iast required Agreement signature. Core and ABC
shall use their best efforts to obtain approval of this Agreement by any regulatory body having jurisdiction
over this Agreement. In the event any governmental authority or agency rejects any provision hereof, the
Farties shall negotiate promptly and in good faith such revisions as may reasonably be required to
achieve approval.

3.2 In the event of any amendment of the Act, any effective Jlegislative action or any effective
regulatory orjudicial order, rule, regulation, arbitration award, dispute resolution procedures under thi§
Agreement or other legal action purporting to apply the provisions of the-Act to the Parties or in whichthe
court FCC or the Cormmission makes a generic determination that is-generally applicable which revises)
modlf ies or reverses Applicable Law and such changes to Applicable Law require that this Agreement:bé
amended eithér Party may, by providing written notice to the other Party, require that the affected

provnsnons -of this Agreement be renegotlated in good faith and this Agreement shall be amended
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4. Term and Termination

4.1 This Agreement shall be effective as of the Effective Date and, unless cancelled or terminated
earlier in accordance with the terms hereof, shall continue in effect for a period of 4year{2}-meonths- four
(4)_years after the Effective Date of this Agreement (the “Initial Term”). Thereafter, this Agreement shall
renew automatically for successive six (6) month terms. commencing on the termination date of the initial
term or latest renewal term and continue in force and effect unless and until cancelled or terminated as
provided in this Agreement.

4.2 Either ABC or Core may terminate this Agreement effective upon the expiration of the Initial Term
or subsequent renewal term by providing written notice of termination at least ninety (90} days in advance
of the date of termination.

4.3 in the event of such termination, those service arrangements made available under this
agreement and existing at the time of termination shall continue without interruption under {a) a new
agreement executed by the Parties, {b) tariff terms and conditions of the Parties, or if neither of the above
is available, under the terms of this Agreement on a month-to-month baSlS until such time as {(a) or (b)
becomes ava![able

44 if either ABC or Core provides notice of termination pursuant to Section 4 and by 11:59 PM
Eastern Time on the proposed date of termination neither ABC nor Core has requested negotiation of a
new interconnection agreement, {a) this Agreement will terminate, and (b} the Services being provided
under this Agreement at the time of termination will be terminated in accordance with the requirements of
the-Commission and Applicable Law.

5. Attachments
The following Attachments are a part of this Agreement:

Additional Services Attachment
Interconnection Attachment
Pricing Attachment

6. Applicable Law

6.1 The construction, interpretation and performance of this Agreement shall be governed by {a) the
laws of the United States of America and (b) the iaws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including
but not limited to the Act, the rules, regulations and orders of the FCC and the Commission, and any
orders and decisions of a court of competent jurisdiction (“Applicable Law”). All disputes relating to this
Agreement shall be resolved through the appiication of such laws.

6.2 Each Party shall remain in compliance with Applicable Law in the course of performing this
Agreement.
6.3 Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or failure in performance caused or required by

Applicable Law, or the acts or failures to act of any governmental entity or official to the extent such acts
or failures to act were not caused or solicited by either Party and/or comply with Applicable Law.
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6.4 If any provision of this Agreement shall be invalid or unenforceable under Applicable Law, such
invalidity or unenforceability shall not invalidate or render unenforceable any other provision of this
Agreement, and this Agreement shall be construed as if it did not contain such invalid or unenforceable
provision; provided, that if the invalid or unenforceahle pravision is a material provision of this Agreement,
or the invalidity or unenforceability materially affects the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder or the
ability of a Party to perform any material provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly
renegotiate in good faith and amend in writing this Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable
revisions to this Agreement as may be required in order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law.

8. S If any finat-and unstayed legisiative; regulatory, judicial or other governmental decision, order*

determmatlon or-action, or any change in Applicable Law, matenaily affects any material provision'of; th|s
Agreement the.rights or obligations of a Party hereunder, or the ablllty of a Party to:perform any: matenal
prowsu)n of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly renegohate in good fa:th and. amend in wrltmg th:s

order to conform the Agreement to to Applicable Law/

7. Assignment

71 Except as provided below, any assignment by either Party of any right, obligation, or duty, in
whole or in part, or of any interest, without the written consent of the other Party shall be void, and the
assigning Party shall remain responsible for all obligations hereunder.

7.2 Either Party may assign all of its rights, and delegate its obligations, liabilities and duties under
this Agreement, either in whole or in part, to any entity that is, or that was immediately preceding. such
assignment, an Affiliate of that Party without consent of the other Party, but-withso long as the assigning
Party provides the other Party written notification-made no later than thirty (30) days prior to the
assignment’'s effective date.

7.3 The effectiveness of any assignment shall be expressly conditioned upon the assignee’s written
assumption of all rights, obligations, and duties of the assigning Party. Assignee’s written assumption
shall be made and delivered to the non-assigning Party no later than thirty (30) days prior to the
assignment’s effective date. Unless prior written consent is obtained, where necessary, and assignee
expressly assumes all rights, obligations, and duties of the assigning Party hereunder as provided herein,
the assigning Party shall remain responsible for all rights, obligations, and duties under this Agreement.

8. Assurance of Performance

8.1 When reasonable grounds for insecurity arise with respect to the performance of either Party, the
other Party may in writing demand adequate assurance of due performance.

8.2 The reascnableness of grounds for insecurity and the adequacy of any assurance offered shall
be determined according to Telecommunications industry standards. Reascnable grounds for insecurity
include, but are not limited to: (a) the failure of a Party to demonstrate that it is creditworthy, (b) the failure
of a Party to timely pay a bill or perform a service or obligation as required by this Agreement, or {c) a
Party admits its inability to pay debts as such debts become due, commenced a voluntary case (or has
had a case commenced against it} under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code or any other law relating to
bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization, or winding-up, made an assignment for the benefit of creditors or
is subject to a receivership or similar proceeding.

8.3 Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, after receipt of a justified demand, a Party shall have
thirty (30) days to provide assurance of due perfermance as is adequate under the circumstances of the
particular case.

84 To the extent that a cash deposit may be required, the Parties intend that the provision of such
deposit shall constitute the grant of a security interest in the deposit pursuant to Article @ of the Uniform

Commercial Code as in effect in any relevant jurisdiction.

8.5 A Party shall pay interest on a cash deposit required under this Section at a rate equal o the
prime commercial rate on loans charged by the secured Party.
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86 To the extent that a letter of credit or cash deposit is required under this Section, a Party may {but
is not obligated to) draw on the letter of credit or cash deposit, as appticable, upon thirty (30) days written
notice to the other Party in respect of any amounts to be paid by such Party hereunder that are not paid
within thirty (30} days of the date that payment of such amounts is required by this Agreement.

8.7 If a Party draws on the letter of credit or cash deposit, the other Party shall provide a replacement
or supplemental letter of credit or cash deposit in accordance with the requirements of this Section.

88 Notwithstanding anything else set forth in this Agreement, if a Party makes a request for
assurance of performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, and the other Party fails to
provide adequate assurance of due performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, the failure
of which will substantially impair the value of the Agreement to the other Party, then the aggrieved Party
may suspend its own performance under the Agreement until such time as the other Party provides such
assurance of performance.

89 The fact that assurance of performance is requested by a Party hereunder shall in no way relieve
the other Party from compliance with the requirements of this Agreement, nor constitute a waiver or
modification of any terms of this Agreement.

9. Audits

9.1 Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this Agreement, either Party {"Auditing
Party”) may audit the other Party’s (“Audited Party’) records for the purpose of evaluating the accuracy of
the Audited Party's bills and compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement. Such audits
may be performed once in each Calendar Year; provided, however, that audits may be conducted more
frequently (but no more frequently than once in each Calendar Quarter) if an immediately preceding audit
found previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate
value of at least $50,000.

9.2 Prior to commencing the audit, the auditors shall execute an agreement with the Audited Party in
a form reasonabiy acceptable to the Audited Party that protects the confidentiality of the information
disclosed by the Audited Party to the auditors. The audit shall take place at a time and place agreed
upon by the Parties; provided, that the Auditing Party may require that the audit commence no later than
sixty (60) days after the Auditing Party has given notice of the audit to the Audited Party.

93 Each Party shall cooperate fully in any such audit, providing reascnable access to any and all
records reasonably necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party’s bills.

9.4 Audits shall be performed at the Auditing Party’s expense, provided that there shall be no charge
for reasonable access to the Audited Party’s records in the format in which such records are stored by the
Audited Party necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party’s bills, unless the auditors discover
previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate value
of at least $50,000, in which case the Audited Party shall pay for the audit.

10. Authorization

10.1 ABC represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under
the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and has full power and authority to execute and deliver
this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

10.2  Core represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under
| the laws of the State-ef-ManrdandDistrict of Columbia and has full power and authority to execute and
deliver this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

10.3  Certification
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Core shall not place any orders under this
| Agreement until it has obtained such autherization-certification as may be required by Applicable Law,
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and only if such autherizatiencertification is maintained. Core shall provide proof of such
autherizationcertification to ABC upon reqguest.

11. Billing and Payment; Disputed Amounts

11.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, each Party shall bill the other Party on a monthly
basis in an itemized format. The Parties shall also exchange billing information to process ciaims and
adjustments as between themselves and on behalf of their Customers.

11.2  Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, payment of amounts billed for Services provided
under this Agreement, whether billed on a monthly basis or as otherwise provided in this Agreement, shall
be due, in immediately available U.S. funds, within {the "Due Date”) thirty (30} calendar days of the
invoice date. If a Party does not receive a bill at least twenty (20) days prior to the thirty (30) day
payment Due Date, then the bill shall be considered delayed. When the bill has been delayed, the bilted
Party may request an extension of the payment Due Date, by the number of days the bill was delayed.
Such requests for a delay of the payment Due Date must be accompanied with proof of late bill receipt.

11.3  If any portion of an amount billed by a Party under this Agreement is subject to a good faith
dispute between the Parties, the billed Party shall give notice to the billing Party of the amounts it
disputes (“Disputed Amounts”) and include in such notice the specific details and reasons for disputing
each item. Notice of a dispute may be given by a Party at any time, either before or after an amount is
paid, and a Party’s payment of an amount shall not constitute a waiver of such Party’s right to
subsequently dispute its obligation to pay such amount or to seek a refund of any amount paid; provided,
however, if the billed party fails to provide a notice of dispute within thirty (30) days of the payment Due
Date for the amount in question, then the billed party shall be deemed to have waived any disputes as to
those amounts. The billed Party shall pay by the Due Date all undisputed amounts. Billing disputes shall
be subject to Dispute Resoiution under the terms of this Agreement.

11.4  Undisputed charges due to the billing Party that are not paid by the Due Date, shall be subject to
a late payment charge. The late payment charge shall be in an amount specified by the billing Party
which shall not exceed a rate of one-and-one-half percent {1.5%) of the overdue amount (including any
unpaid previously billed late payment charges) per month.

11.5  Although it is the intent of both Parties to submit timely statements of charges, failure by either
Party to present statements to the other Party in a timely manner shall not constitute a breach or default,
or a waiver of the right to payment of the incurred charges, by the billing Party under this Agreement, and,
except for assertion of a provision of Applicable Law that limits the period in which a suit or other
proceeding can be brought before a court or other governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction to collect
amounts due, the billed Party shall not be entitled to dispute the billing Party's statement(s) based on the
billing Party's failure to submit them in a timely fashion.

11.6  All usage data and invoices to be provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be sent to the
following addresses:

To ABC

To Core:

Core Communications, Inc.
209 West Street, Suite 302
Annapolis, MD 21401

12, Confidentiality
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12.1  As used in this Section 12 “Confidential Information” means the following information that is
disclosed by one Party (“Disclosing Party”) to the other Party (“Receiving Party”} in connection with, or
anticipation of, this Agreement:

i. Books, records, documents and other information disclosed in an audit pursuant fo
Section 9;

ii. Any forecasting information provided pursuant to this Agreement;

iii. Customer Information (except to the extent that (a) the Customer information is published
in a directory, (b) the Customer information is disclosed through or in the course of furnishing a
Telecommunications Service, such as a Directory Assistance Service, Operator Service, Caller ID or
similar service, or LIDB service, or, (c) the Customer to whom the Customer Information is related has
authorized the Receiving Party to use and/or disclose the Customer Information),

iv. information related to specific facilities or equipment (including, but not limited to, cable
and pair information);

V. Any information that is in written, graphic, electromagnetic, or other tangible form, and
marked at the time of disclosure as “Confidential” or “Proprietary;” and

vi. Any information that is communicated oraily or visually and declared to the Receiving
Party at the time of disclosure, and by written notice with a statement of the information given to the
Receiving Party within ten (10) days after disclosure, to be “Confidential or “Proprietary”.

12.2  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, a Party shall have the right to refuse to
accept receipt of information which the other Party has identified as Confidential Information.

12.3  Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the Receiving Party shall:

i. Use the Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party only in performance
of this Agreement; and,

if. Using the same degree of care that it uses with similar confidential information of its own
(but in no case a degree of care that is less than commercially reasonabile), hold Confidential Information
received from the Disclosing Party in confidence and restrict disclosure of the Confidential Information
solely to those of the Receiving Party's Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and
contractors of the Receiving Party and the Receiving Party's Afflliates, that have a need to receive such
Confidential Information in order to perform the Receiving Party’s obligations under this Agreement. The
Receiving Party's Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and contractors of the
Receiving Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, shall be required by the Receiving Party to comply
with the provisions of this Section in the same manner as the Receiving Party. The Receiving Party shall
be liable for any failure of the Receiving Party's Affiliates or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or
contractors of the Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates, to comply with the provisions of this
Section.

124  The Receiving Party shall return or destroy all Confidential Information received from the
Disclosing Party, including any copies made by the Receiving Party, within thirty (30) days after a written
request by the Disclosing Party is delivered to the Receiving Party, except for any Confidential
Information that the Receiving Party reasonably requires to perform its obligations under this Agreement.

12.5 Unless otherwise agreed, the obligations of this Section do not apply to information that:

i. Was, at the time of receipt, already in the possession of or known to the Receiving Party
free of any obligation of confidentiality and restriction on use;

il. Is or becomes publicly available or known through no wrongful act of the Receiving Party,
the Receiving Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers, empioyees, Agents or contractors of the
Receiving Party or the Receiving Party’s Affiliates;
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iii. Is rightfully received from a third person having no direct or indirect obligation of
confidentiality or restriction on use to the Disclosing Party with respect to such information;

iv. Is independently developed by the Receiving Party;

V. Is approved for disclosure or use by written authorization of the Disclosing Party
(including, but not limited to, in this Agreement}; or

vi. Is required to be disclosed by the Receiving Party pursuant fo Applicable Law, provided
that the Receiving Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to give adequate notice of the
requirement to the Disclosing Party in order to enable the Disclosing Party to seek protective
arrangements.

12.6  Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section of the Agreement, the Receiving Party may use
and disclose Confidential information received from the Disclosing Party to the extent necessary to
enforce the Receiving Party's rights under this Agreement or Applicable Law. In making any such
disciosure, the Receiving Party shall make reasonable efforts to preserve the confidentiality and restrict
the use of the Confidential Information while it is in the possession of any person to whom it is disclosed,
including, but not limited to, by requesting any governmental entity to whom the Confidential Information
is disclosed to treat it as confidential and restrict its use to purposes related to the proceeding pending
befare it.

12.7  The Disclosing Party shall retain all of the Disclosing Party's right, title and interest in any
Confidential Information disclosed by the Disclosing Party to the Receiving Party. Except as otherwise
expressly provided in this Agreement, no license is granted by this Agreement with respect to any
Confidential Information (including, but not limited to, under any patent, trademark or copyright), nor is
any such license to be implied solely by virtue of the disclosure of Confidential Information.

12.8  The provisions of this Section shall be in addition to and not in derogation of any provisions of
Applicable Law, including, but not limited to, 47 U.S.C. § 222, and are not intended to constitute a waiver
by a Party of any right with regard to the use or pratection of the confidentiality of CPNI provided by
Applicable Law.

12.9  Each Party’s obligations under this Section shall survive the expiration, cancellation or
termination of this Agreement.

13. Counterparts
This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an
original and all of which together shall censtitute one and the same instrument.

14. Defauit

141 If either Party defaults in the payment of any amount due hereunder, or if either Party violates any
other provision of this Agreement, and such default or violation shall continue for sixty (60) days after
written notice thereof, the other Party may terminate this Agreement and services hereunder by written
notice; provided the other Party has provided the defaulting Party with written notice at least twenty five
{25) qays' {which shall not begin to run until after the 60 day period) prior to terminating service.

14.2  Notice shall be posted by overnight mail, return receipt requested. If the defaulting Party cures
the default or violation within the twenty five (25} day period, the other Party will not terminate service or
this Agreement but shall be entitled to recover all costs, if any, incurred by it in connection with the default
or violation, including, without limitation, costs incurred to prepare for the termination of service. For
purposes of this Section, the terms 'default,' 'violate,' and “violation,' in all of their forms, shall mean
'materially default,’ 'material default,’ 'materially viclate,' or 'material violation," as appropriate.

15. Discontinuance of Service by Core
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if Core proposes to discontinue, or actually discontinues, its provisicn of service to Customers in the ABC
service area, Core shall provide notice of such discontinuance as required by Applicable Law.

16. Dispute Resolution

16.1  The Parties shall attempt to resolve any dispute between the Parties regarding the interpretation
or enforcement of this Agreement or any of its terms by good faith negotiation between the Parties. To
initiate such negotiation, a Party must provide to the other Party written notice of the dispute that includes
both a detailed description of the dispute or alleged nonperformance and the name of an individual who
has authority to resolve the dispute and will serve as the initiating Party's representative in the
negotiation. The other Party shall have ten (10) Business Days to designate its own such representative
in the negotiation. The Parties’ representatives shall attempt to reach a good faith resolution of the
dispute within thirty (30) days after the date of the initiating Party’s written notice of the dispute. Upon
mutual agreement, the Parties’ representatives may utilize other alternative dispute resolution procedures
such as private mediation to assist in the negotiations.

16.2  If the Parties are unable to resolve the dispute within thirty (30) days of the date of the initiating
Party’s written notice, either Party may pursue any remedies available to it under this Agreement, at law,
in equity, or otherwise, including, but not limited to, instituting an appropriate proceeding before the
Commission, the FCC, or a court of competent jurisdiction. Except for FCC actions, all such proceedings
shall be conducted within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

17. Force Majeure

17.1  Neither Party shall be responsible for any delay or failure in performance which results from
causes beyond its reasonable control (“Force Majeure Events”), whether or not foreseeable by such
Party. Such Force Majeure Events include, but are not limited to, adverse weather conditions, flood, fire,
explosion, earthquake, volcanic action, power failure, embargo, boycott, war, revolution, civil commaotion,
act of public enemies, labor unrest {including, but not limited to, strikes, work stoppages, slowdowns,
picketing or boycotts), acts of God, or any other circumstances beyond the reasonable control and
without the fault or negligence of the Party affected.

17.2  If a Force Majeure Event occurs, the non-performing Party shall give prompt notification of its
inability to perform to the other Party. During the period that the non-performing Party is unable to
perform, the other Party shall also be excused from performance of its obligations to the extent such
obligations are reciprocal to, or depend upon, the performance of the non-performing Party that has been
prevented by the Force Majeure Event. The non-performing Party shall use commercially reasonable
efforts to avoid or remove the cause(s) of its non-performance and both Parties shall proceed to perform
once the cause(s) are removed or cease.

17.3  Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 17.1 and 17.2, although a Force Majeure event could
result in delay of a payment obligation, in no case shall a Force Majeure Event excuse either Party from
an obligation to pay money as required by this Agreement.

17.4  Nothing in this Agreement shall require the non-performing Party to settle any labor dispute
except as the non-performing Party, in its sole discretion, determines appropriate.

18. Forecasts

In addition to any cther forecasts required by this Agreement, upon request by ABC, Core shall
provide to ABC forecasts regarding the Services that Core expects to purchase from ABC, including, but
not limited to, forecasts regarding the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase and
the locations where such Services will be purchased. Such forecasts are proprietary and confidential
under the terms of this Agreement, and distribution of the forecasts or information based on such
forecasts shall be limited fo those persons at ABC who need to know such information in order to
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase at the locations
where such Services will be purchased. ABC shall exercise commercially reasonable best efforts to
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services forecast by Core.
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19. Fraud

Neither party shall bear responsibility for, nor have any obligation to investigate or make
adjustments to the other Panry's account in cases of, fraud by the other Party’s Customers or other third
parties. Provided, however, that both Parties shall cooperate to discover and prevent fraud by each
Party's Customers or other third parties.

20, Good Faith Performance

The Parties shall act in good faith in their performance of this Agreement. Except as otherwise
expressly stated in this Agreement (including, but not limited to, where consent, approval, agreement or a
similar action is stated to be within a Party’s sole discretion}, where consent, approval, mutual agreement
or a similar action is required by any provision of this Agreement, such action shall not be unreasonabiy
withheld, conditioned or delayed.

21. Headings
The headings used in the Agreement are inserted for convenience of reference only and are not
intended to be a part of or to affect the meaning of the Agreement.

22 Indemnification

221 For the Services provided under this Agreement, each Party (“Indemnifying Party”} shall
indemnify, defend and hold harmless the other Party, it's Affiliates and their respective directors, officers
and employees (“Indemnified Party”}, the Indemnified Party’s Affiliates, and the directors, officers and
employees of the Indemnified Party and the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, from and against any and all
Claims that arise out of bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, or destruction or loss of,
tangible real and/or personal property, to the extent such injury, death, damage, destruction or loss, was
caused by the gross negligence or intentionally wrongful acts or omissions of the Indemnifying Party, it's
Affiliates, or their respective directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors (exciuding the
Indemnified Party).

22.2  An Indemnifying Party's obligations under this Section shall be conditioned upen the following:

i. The Indemnified Party: (a) shall give the Indemnifying Party notice of the Claim promptly after
becoming aware thereof (including a statement of facts known te the Indemnified Party related to the
Claim and an estimate of the amount thereof); (b) prior to taking any material action with respect to the
Claim, shall consuit with the Indemnifying Party as to the procedure to be followed in defending, settling,
or compromising the Claim; (c) shall not consent to any settlement or compromise of a Claim without the
written consent of the Indemnifying Party; (d) shall permit the Indemnifying Party to assume the defense
of the Claim (including, except as provided below, the compromise or settlement thereof) at the
Indemnifying Party’s own cost and expense.

i. If the Indemnified Party fails to comply with the requirements of this Section with respect to a
Claim, to the extent such failure shall have a material adverse effect upon the Indemnifying Party, the
Indemnifying Party shall be relieved of its obligation to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the
Indemnified Person with respect to such Claim under this Agreement.

iii. The Indemnifying Party shall have the authority to defend and settle any Claim subject to the
conditions set forth below.

a. With respect to any Claim, the Indemnified Party shall be entitled to participate with
the Indemnifying Party in the defense of the Claim if the Claim requests equitable relief or other relief that
could affect the rights of the Indemnified Party. In so participating, the Indemnified Person shall be
entitled to employ separate counsel for such purposes at it's own expense. The Indemnified Party shall
also be entitled to participate, at its own expense, in the defense of any Claim, as to any portion of the
Claim as to which it is not entitled to be indemnified, defended and held harmless by the Indemnifying
Party. The Indemnifying Party shall have no obligation to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the
Indemnified Party as to any portion of such Claim.
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b. In no event shall the Indemnifying Party settle a Claim or consent to any judgment
with regard to a Claim without the prior written consent of the Indemnified Party, which shall not be
unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed. In the event the settlement or judgment requires a
contribution from or affects the rights of an Indemnified Party, the Indemnified Party shall have the right to
refuse such settlement or judgment with respect to itself and, at its own cost and expense, take over the
defense against the Claim, provided that in such event the Indemnifying Party shall not be responsible
for, nor shall it be obligated to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the Indemnified Party against, the
Claim for any amount in excess of such refused settlement or judgment.

¢. The Indemnified Party shall, in ali cases, assert any and all defenses, including, but
not limited to, affirmative defenses, defenses set forth in applicable Tariffs and Customer contracts, that
limit liability to third persons as a bar to, or limitation on, any Claim or damages by a third-person
claimant.

d. The Indemnifying Party and the Indemnified Party shall offer each other all reasonable
coopperation and assistance in the defense of any Claim.
22.3  Except as otherwise provided above, each Party agrees that it will not implead or bring any action
against the other Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or any of the directors, officers or employees of the
other Party or the other Party’s Affiliates, based on any claim by any person for personal injury or death
that occurs in the course or scope of employment of such person by the other Party or the other Party's
Affiliate and that arises out of performance of this Agreement, consistent with Applicable Law.

22.4 Each Party's obligations under this Section shall survive expiration, cancellation or termination of
this Agreement.

23. Reserved for Future Use

24, Intellectual Property

241 Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, this Agreement shall not be construed as granting
a license with respect to any patent, copyright, trade name, trademark, service mark, trade secret or any
other intellectual property, now or hereafter owned, controlled or licensable by either Party.

242  Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, neither Party may use any patent, copyrightable
materials, trademark, trade name, trade secret or other intellectual property right, of the other Party
except in accordance with the terms of a separate license agreement between the Parties granting such
rights.

243  Core shall use commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain from its vendors who have licensed
intellectual property rights to ABC in connection with facilities and Services provided hereunder licenses
under such intellectual property rights as necessary for ABC to use such facilities and Services as
contemplated hereunder and at least in the same manner used by Core for the facilities and Services
provided hereunder. Core shall notify ABC immediately in the event that Core believes it has used its
commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain such rights but has been unsuccessful in obtaining such
rights. Nothing in this Section shall be construed in any way to condition, limit or aiter a Party's
indemnification obligations under this Agreement.

244  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER FPROVISION OF THIS AGREEMENT, THE PARTIES
AGREE THAT NEITHER PARTY HAS MADE, AND THAT THERE DOES NOT EXIST, ANY
WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, THAT THE USE 8Y EACH PARTY OF THE OTHER'S
SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT GIVE RISE TO A CLAIM OF
INFRINGEMENT, MISUSE, OR MISAPPROPRIATION OF ANY INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT.

25. Joint Work Product

The Agreement is the joint work product of the Parties, has been negotiated by the Parties, and
shall be fairly interpreted in accordance with its terms. In the event of any ambiguities, no inferences
shall be drawn against either Party.
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26. Law Enforcement.

26.1 Each Party may cooperate with law enforcement authorities and national security authorities to
the full extent required or permitted by Applicable Law in matters related to Services provided by it under
this Agreement, including, but not limited to, the production of records, the establishment of new lines or
the installation of new services on an existing line in order to support law enforcement and/or nationat
security operations, and, the installation of wiretaps, trap-and-trace facilities and equipment, and dialed
number recording facilities and equipment.

26.2 A Party shall not have the obligation to inform the other Party or the Customers of the other Party
of actions taken in cooperating with law enforcement or national security authorities, except to the extent
required by Applicable Law.

26.3  Where a law enforcement authorities or national security authorities request relates to the
establishment of lines (including, but not limited to, lines established to support interception of
communications on other lines), or the installation of other services, facilities or arrangements, a Party
may act to prevent the other Party from obtaining access to such information concerning such lines,
services, facilities and arrangements, through operations support system interfaces.

27.  Liability

27.1  As used in this Section, “Service Failure” means a failure to comply with a direction to install,
restore or terminate Services under this Agreement, a failure to provide Services under this Agreement,
and failures, mistakes, omissions, interruptions, delays, errors, defects or the like, occurring in the course
of the provision of any Services under this Agreement.

27.2  Except as otherwise stated in this Section, the liability, if any, of a Party, a Party’'s Affiliates, and
the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party's Affiliates, to the other Party, the other
Party's Customers, and to any other person, for Claims arising out of a Service Failure shall not exceed
an amount equal to the pro rata applicable monthly charge for the Services that are subject to the Service
Failure for the period in which such Service Failure occurs.

27.3  For the Services provided under this Agreement, except as otherwise stated in this Section, a
Party, a Party’s Affiliates, and the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party's Affiliates,
shall not be liable to the other Party , the other Party’s Customers, or to any other person, in connection
with this Agreement (including, but not limited to, in connection with a Service Failure or any breach,
delay or failure in performance, of this Agreement) for special, indirect, incidental, consequential, reliance,
exemplary, punitive, or like damages, including, but not limited to, damages for lost revenues, profits or
savings, or other commercial or economic loss, even if the person whose liability is excluded by this
Section has been advised of the possibility of such damages.

27.4  The limitations and exclusions of liability stated in this Section shall apply regardless of the form
of a claim or action, whether statutory, in contract, warranty, strict liability, tort (including, but not limited
to, negligence of a Party), or otherwise.

27.5  Nothing contained in this Section shall exclude or limit liability:

27.5.1 under Sections dealing with Indemnification, or, Taxes;

27.5.2 for any obligation to indemnify, defend and/or hold harmless that a Party may have under this
Agreement;

27.5.3 for damages arising out of or resulting from bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to,
or destruction or loss of, tangible real and/or personal property of any person, or Toxic or Hazardous
Substances, to the extent such damages are otherwise recoverable under Applicable Law;

27.5.4 for a claim for infringement of any patent, copyright, trade name, trade mark, service mark, or
other intellectual property interest;
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27.5.5 under Sections 251, 252, 258 and 2?1 of the Act or any order of FCC or the Comrmssuon
implementing those Sections; or «

implementing Section258;

27.5.6 under the financial incentive or remedy provisions of any service quality plan required by the FCC
or the Commission; or,

27.5.7 caused by the-gross negligence or intentionally wrongful acts or omissions.

27.6 Inthe event that the liability of a Party, a Party's Affiliate, or a director, officer or employee of a
Party or a Party's Affiliate, is limited andfor excluded under both this Section and a provision of an
applicable Tariff, the liability of the Party or other person shall be limited to the smaller of the amounts for
which such Party or other person would be liable under this Section or the Tariff provision.

27.7  Each Party shall, in its tariffs and other contracts with its Customers, provide that in no case shall
the other Party, the other Party’s Affiliates, or the directors, officers or employees of the other Party or the
other Party's Affiliates, be liable to such Customers or other third persons for any special, indirect,

incidental, consequential, reliance, exemplary, punitive or other damages, arising out of a Service Failure.

28 Network Management

281  Cooperation. The Parties will work cocperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to install
and maintain a reliable network. ABC and Core will exchange appropriate information {e.g., network
information, maintenance contact numbers, escatation procedures, and information required to comply
with requirements of law enforcerment and national security agencies) to achieve this desired reliability. In
addition, the Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner o apply sound network
management principles to alleviate and/or prevent traffic congestion.

28.2  Responsibility for Following Standards. Each Party recognizes a responsibility to follow the
standards that may be agreed to between the Parties and to employ characteristics and methods of
operation that will not interfere with or impair the service, network or facilities of the other Party or any
third parties connected with or involved directly in the network or facilities of the other.

28.3 Interference or Impairment. If a Party (*Impaired Party”) reasonably determines that the services,
network, facilities, or methods of operation of the other Party (“Interfering Party”) will or are likely to
significantly degrade the Impaired Party's provision of services or the operation of the Impaired Party's
network or facilities, the Impaired Party may interrupt or suspend service provided to the interfering party
to the extent necessary to prevent such interference or impairment, subject to the foliowing:

i. The Impaired Party must notify the Interfering Party and allow that Party a reasonable
opportunity fo correct the problem.

ii. Where the Impaired Party does not know the precise cause of the interference or impairment,
it must notify each Carrier that may have caused or contributed to the problem.

fil. Exceptin emergency situations {(e.g., situations involving a risk of bodily injury to persons or
damage to tangible property, or an interruption in Customer service) or as otherwise provided in this
Agreement, the Impaired Party shall provide the Interfering Party at least ten (10) days’ prior written
notice of the interference or impairment or potential interference or impairment and the need to correct
the condition within said time period;

iv. Where the interference or impairment asserted by the Impaired Party remains unresclved by
the Interfering Party after ten (10} days, the Impaired Party must establish with specific and verifiable
information that a particular service, network, facility or method of operation of the Interfering Party is
causing the significant degradation.

v. Where the Impaired Party demonstrates that a particular service, network, facility or method of
operation of the Interfering Party is significantly degrading the performance of the impaired Party's
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provision of services, the Interfering Party shall discontinue deployment of that service and correct the
interference or impairment or migrate its Customers to technologies that wili not significantly degrade the
performance of other such services. Upon correction of the interference or impairment, the Impaired
Party will promptly restore the interrupted or suspended Service. The Impaired Party shall not be
obligated to provide an out-of-service credit allowance or other compensation to the Interfering Party in
connection with the suspended Service unless Service was improperly interrupted or suspended by the
Impaired Party.

28.4  Qutage Repair Standard. In the event of an outage or trouble in any Service being provided by a
Party hereunder, the Providing Party will follow industry standard procedures for isolating and clearing the
outage or trouble in a manner consistent with its obligations to act in a non-discriminatory manner.

29. Notice of Network Changes

If a Party makes a change in the information necessary for the transmission and routing of services using
that Party’s facilities or network, or any other change in its facilities or network that will materially affect
the interoperability of its facilities or network with the other Party’s facilities or network, the Party making
the change shall provide notice to the other Party of the change at least ninety (90) days in advance of
such change; provided, however, that if an earlier publication of notice of a change is required by
Applicable Law, notice shall be given at the time required by Applicable Law.

30. Notices

30.1  Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, notices given by one Party 1o the other Party
under this Agreement:

30.1.1 shall be in writing;

30.1.2 shall be delivered {a) personally, (b) by express delivery service with next Business Day delivery,
or (c) by certified or registered U.S. mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid; and

30.1.3 shall be delivered to the following addresses of the Parties:
To: Core Communications, Inc.

209 West Street, Suite 302
Annapolis, MD 21401

with a copy to;

To: ABC Telephone Company

with a copy to:

Thomas Thomas Armstrong & Niesen
212 Locust Street

P. Q. Box 9500

Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500
Telephone Number: 717-255-7600
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or to such other address(s) as either Party may designate from time to time by proper notice.

30.2 Notices will be deemed given as of the earlier of (a) where there is personal delivery of the notice,
the date of actual receipt, (b) where the notice is sent via express delivery service for next Business Day
delivery, the next Business Day after the notice is sent, and {c) where notice is sent via certified or
registered U.S. mail, the date of receipt shown on the Postal Service receipt.

31. Performance Standards

311 ABC shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law.

31.2  Core shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law.

31.3  To the extent that Core requests interconnection services or network arrangements for the
exchange of Telecommunications traffic or any other services pursuant to this Agreement and the
fulfillment of that request would involve service or network arrangements beyond that which ABC provides
for its own services or with any other carrier, ABC may, at its option, provide such superior arrangements
under the condition that Core shall be responsible for any additional costs that may arise for the
provisioning and operation of such superior arrangements.

32. Point of Contact for Core Customers

32.1  Core shall establish telephone numbers and mailing addresses at which Core Customers may
communicate with Core and shall advise Core Customers of these telephone numbers and mailing
addresses.

32.2  Except as otherwise agreed to by ABC, ABC shall have no obligation, and may decline, to accept
a communication from a Core Customer, including, but not limited to, a Core Customer request for repair
or maintenance of an ABC Service provided to Core. To the extent the correct provider can be
determined, misdirected calls received by either Party will be referred to the proper Service provider.

33. Publicity and Use of Trademarks or Service Marks

33.1 A Party, its Affiliates, and their respective contractors and Agents, shall not use the other Party’s
trademarks, service marks, logos or other proprietary trade dress, in connection with the sale of products
or services, or in any advertising, press releases, publicity matters or other promotional materials, unless
the other Party has given its written consent for such use, which consent the other Party may grant or
withhold in its sole discretion.

33.2  Neither Party may imply any direct or indirect affiliation with or sponsorship or endorsement of it
or its services or products by the other Party.

34. References

341 All references to Sections, Appendices and Exhibits shall be deemed to be references to
Sections, Appendices and Exhibits of this Agreement unless the context shall ctherwise require.

34.2  Uniess the context shall otherwise require, any reference to a Tariff, agreement, technical or
other document (including ABC or third party guides, practices or handbooks), or provision of Applicable
Law, is to such Tariff, agreement, document, or provision of Applicable Law, as amended and
supplemented from time to time (and, in the case of a Tariff or provision of Applicable Law, to any
successor Tariff or provision).

35. Relationship of the Parties

35.1 The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement shall be that of independent contractors and
nothing herein shall be construed as creating any other relationship between the Parties.
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35.2  Nothing contained in this Agreement shall make either Party the employee of the other, create a
partnership, joint venture, or other similar relationship between the Parties, or grant to either Party a
franchise, distributorship or similar interest.

35.3  Except for provisions herein expressly authorizing a Party to act for another Party, nothing in this
Agreement shall constitute a Party as a legal representative or Agent of the other Party, nor shall a Party
have the right or authority to assume, create or incur any liability or any obligation of any kind, express or
implied, against, in the name or on behalf of the other Party unless otherwise expressly permitted by such
other Party in writing, which permission may be granted or withheld by the other Party in its sole
discretion.

35.4  Each Party shall have sole authority and responsibility to hire, fire, compensate, supervise, and
otherwise control its employees, Agents and contractors. Each Party shall be solely responsible for
payment of any Social Security or other taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to pay in conjunction
with its employees, Agents and contractors, and for withholding and remitting to the applicable taxing
authorities any taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to collect from its employees.

35.5  Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, no Party undertakes to perform any
obligation of the other Party, whether regulatory or contractual, or to assume any responsibility for the
management of the other Party's business.

356  The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement is a2 non-exclusive relationship.
36. Reservation of Rights

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement, neither Party waives, and each Party
hereby expressly reserves, its rights: (a) to appeal or otherwise seek the reversal of and changes in any
arbitration decision associated with this Agreement; (b) to challenge the tawfulness of this Agreement and
any provision of this Agreement; {c) to seek changes in this Agreement {including, but not limited to,
changes in rates, charges and the Services that must be offered) through changes in Applicable Law;
and, (d) to challenge the lawfulness and propriety of, and to seek to change, any Applicable Law,
including, but not limited to any rule, regulation, arder or decision of the Commission, the FCC, or a court
of applicable jurisdiction. Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to limit or prejudice any position a
Party has taken or may take before the Commission, the FCC, any other state or federal regulatory or
legislative bodies, courts of applicable jurisdiction, or industry fora. The pravisions of this Section shall
survive the expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement.

37. Subcontractors

A Party may use a contractor {including, but nat limited to, an Affiliate of the Party) to perform the
Party’'s obligations under this Agreement; provided, that a Party's use of a contractor shall not release the
Party from any duty or liability to fulfili the Party's obligations under this Agreement.

38. Successors and Assigns

This Agreement shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their respective
legal successors and permitted assigns.

39. Survival

The rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party for acts or omissions occurring prior to the
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, the rights, liabilities and cbligations of a Party
under any provision of this Agreement regarding confidential information, indemnification or defense, or
limitation or exclusion of liability, and the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party under any provision of
this Agreement which by its terms or nature is intended to continue beyond or to be performed after the
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, shall survive the expiration, cancellation or
termination of this Agreement.
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40. Taxes

40.1  In General. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if any federal, state or [ocal tax,
fee, surcharge or other tax-like charge (a "Tax") is required or permitted by Applicable Law or a Tariff to
be collected from the Purchasing Party by the Providing Party, then (a) the Providing Party shall properly
bill the Purchasing Party for such Tax, (b) the Purchasing Party shall timely remit such Tax to the
Providing Party and {c) the Providing Party shall timely remit such collected Tax to the applicable taxing
authority.

40.2  Taxes Imposed on the Providing Party. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if
any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the receipts of the Providing Party, and
such Applicable Law permits the Providing Party to exclude cerfain receipts received from sales for resale
to a public utility, distributor, telephone company, local exchange carrier, telecommunications company or
other communications company (“Telecommunications Company”), such exclusion being based solely on
the fact that the Purchasing Party is also subject to a tax based upon receipts ("Receipts Tax”}, then the
Purchasing Party (a) shall provide the Providing Party with written notice of its intent to pay the Receipts
Tax and (b) shall timely pay the Receipts Tax to the applicable tax authority,

40.3  Taxes Imposed on Customers. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services that are
resold to a third party, if any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the subscriber,
End User, Customer or ultimate consumer (“Subscriber”) in connection with any such purchase, which a
Telecommunications Company is required to impose and/or collect from a Subscriber, then the
Purchasing Party (a) shall be required to impose and/or collect such Tax from the Subscriber and (b} shall
timely remit such Tax to the applicable taxing authority.

40.4  Liability for Uncollected Tax, Interest and Penalty. If the Providing Party has not received an
exemption certificate from the Purchasing Party and the Providing Party fails to bill the Purchasing Party
for any Tax as required by this Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party,
(a) the Purchasing Party shall remain liable for such unbilled Tax and {b) the Providing Party shall be
liable for any interest assessed thereon and any penalty assessed with respect to such unbilled Tax by
such authority. If the Providing Party properly bills the Purchasing Party for any Tax but the Purchasing
Party fails to remit such Tax to the Providing Party as required by this Section, then, as between the
Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncoliected Tax
and any interest assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax
by the applicable taxing authority. If the Providing Party does not collect any Tax as required by this
Section because the Purchasing Party has provided such Providing Party with an exemption certificate
that is later found to be inadequate by a taxing authority, then, as between the Providing Party and the
Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncollected Tax and any interest
assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the
applicable taxing authority. If the Purchasing Party fails to pay the Receipts Tax as required by this
Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, (x) the Providing

Party shall be liable for any Tax imposed on its receipts and (y) the Purchasing Party shall be liable for
any interest assessed thereon and any penalty assessed upon the Providing Party with respect to such
Tax by such authority. If the Purchasing Party fails to impose and/or collect any Tax from Subscribers as
required by this Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing
Party shall remain liable for such uncollected Tax and any interest assessed thereon, as well as any
penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the applicable taxing authority. With respect to
any Tax that the Purchasing Party has agreed to pay, or is required to impose on and/or collect from
Subscribers, the Purchasing Party agrees to indemnify and hold the Providing Party harmless on an after-
tax basis for any costs incurred by the Providing Party as a result of actions taken by the applicable taxing
authority to recover the Tax from the Providing Party due to the failure of the Purchasing Party to timely
pay, or collect and timely remit, such Tax to such authority, In the event either Party is audited by a
taxing authority, the other Party agrees to cooperate fully with the Party being audited in order to respond
to any audit inquiries in a proper and timely manner so that the audit and/or any resulting controversy
may be resolved expeditiously.

40.5  Tax exemptions and Exemption Certificates. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase
hereunder from a Tax, and if such Applicable Law also provides an exemption procedure, such as an
exemption-certificate requirement, then, if the Purchasing Party complies with such procedure, the
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Providing Party shall not collect such Tax during the effective period of such exemption. Such exemption
shall be effective upon receipt of the exemption certificate or affidavit in accordance with the terms set
forth herein. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase hereunder from a Tax, but does not also
provide an exemption procedure, then the Providing Party shall not coilect such Tax if the Purchasing
Party (a} furnishes the Providing Party with a letter signed by an officer requesting such an exemption
and citing the provision in the Applicable Law which clearly allows such exemption and (b) supplies the
Providing Party with an indemnification agreement, reasonably acceptable fo the Providing Party {e.g., an
agreement commonly used in the indusiry), which holds the Providing Party harmless on an after-tax
basis with respect to its forbearing to collect such Tax.

406  All notices, affidavits, exemption-certificates or other communications required or permitted to be
given by either Party to the other for purposes of this Section shall be made in writing and shall be
delivered in person or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, or registered mail, or a courier
service providing proof of service, and sent to the addressees set forth in the Notices Section of this
Agreement, as well as to the following:

To ABC:

To Core:
209 West Street, Suite 302
Annapolis, MD 21401

Either Party may from time to time designate ancther address or other addressees by giving notice in
accordance with the terms of this Section. Any notice or other communication shall be deemed to be
given when received.

41, Technology Upgrades

41.1  ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services, inciuding those facilities
and Services used by Core pursuant to this Agreement, at a level of quality that is equal to that which
ABC provides fo itself, it's Affiliates, and any third parties in accordance with the requirements of the Act.
At a minimum, ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services in accordance with
the same technical criteria and service standards that are used within it's own network on terms and
conditions that are just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory in accordance with the terms and conditions of
this Agreement and Applicable Law.

412  ABC shall have the right to deploy, upgrade, migrate and maintain its network to the extent
permitted by Applicable Law. Nothing in this Agreement shall limit ABC’s ability to modify its network
through the incorporation of new equipment or software or atherwise.

42 Territary

42,1  This Agreement applies solely to the geographic territory in which ABC operates as an Incumbent
Local Exchange Carrier in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

422  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, ABC may terminate this Agreement as to
a specific operating territory or portion thereof if ABC sells or otherwise transfers its operations in such
territory or portion thereof to a third-person. ABC shall provide Core with at least 90 calendar days prior
written notice of such termination, which shall be effective upon the date specified in the notice. After
such termination, ABC shall be obligated to provide Services under this Agreement only within the
remaining territory.

43. Third Party Beneficiaries

Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, this Agreement is for the sole benefit of the
Parties and their permitted assigns, and nothing herein shall create or be construed to provide any third-
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persons with any remedy, ¢laim, liability, reimbursement, ctaim of action, or other right in excess of those
existing by reference in this Agreement,

44, Filing of Agreement
The Parties understand and agree that this Agreement will be filed with the Commission.

45, 252(i) Obligations
To the extent required by law, each Party shall comply with section 252(j) of the Act.

46. Use of Service

Each Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to ensure that its Customers, comply with
the provisions of this Agreement (including, but not limited to the provisions of applicable Tariffs)
applicable to the use of Services purchased by it under this Agreement.

47, No Waiver

Except as otherwise set forth in this Agreement, a failure or delay of either Party to enforce any of
the provisions of this Agreement, or any right or remedy available under this Agreement or at law or in
equity, or to require performance of any of the provisions of this Agreement, or to exercise any option
which is provided under this Agreement, shall in no way be construed to be a waiver of such provisions,
rights, remedies or options. The Parties acknowledge that ABC is a Rural Telephone Company as that
term is defined in the Act. This Agreement does not affect and ABC does not waive any rights, including,
but not limited to, the rights afforded a Rural Telephane Company under 47 USC Section 251(f). Nothing
in this Agreement shall be construed to suggest any agreement by either Party that any of the terms and
conditions, service arrangements, or network arrangements are actually required by Applicable Law or
that any of the provisions in this Agreement would otherwise be subject to arbitration in Section 252 of the
Act,

48, Warranties

EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY STATED IN THIS AGREEMENT, NEITHER PARTY MAKES OR
RECEIVES ANY WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THE SERVICES
PROVIDED, OR TO BE PROVIDED, UNDER THIS AGREEMENT AND THE PARTIES DISCLAIM ANY
OTHER WARRANTIES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY,
WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE WARRANTIES AGAINST
INFRINGEMENT, AND WARRANTIES ARISING BY TRADE CUSTOM, TRADE USAGE, COURSE OF
DEALING OR PERFORMANCE, OR OTHERWISE.

49 Entire Agreement

This Agreement and any Attachments, Exhibits, Schedules, or tariffs which are incorporated
herein by this reference, sets forth the entire understanding and supersedes prior agreements between
the Parties relating to the subject matter contained herein and merges all prior discussions between them,
and neither Party shall be bound by any definition, condition, provision, representation, warranty,
covenant or promise other than as expressly stated in this Agreement or as is contemporaneously or
subsequently set forth in writing and executed by a duly autherized officer or representative of the Party
to be bound thereby.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

66

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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ATTACHMENT A
ADDITIONAL SERVICES

1. Dialing Parity - Section 251(b)(3)

Each Party shall provide the other Party with nondiscriminatory access to such services and
information as are necessary to allow the other Party to implement local Dialing Parity in accordance with
the requirements of Section 251(b)(3) of the Act.

2. Directory Listing and Directory Distribution
ABC will provide directory services to Core. Such services will be provided in accordance with
the terms set forth herein.

2.1 Listing Information.

As used herein, “Listing Information” means a Core Customer’s primary name, address (including
city, state and zip code), telephone number(s), the delivery address and number of directories to be
delivered, and, in the case of a business Customer, the primary business heading under which the
business Customer desires to be placed, and any other information ABC deems necessary for the
publication and delivery of directories.

2.2 Listing Information Supply.

Core shall provide to ABC on a regularly scheduled basis, at no charge, and in a format required
by ABC or by a mutually agreed upon standard, all Listing Information and the service address for each
Core Customer whose service address location falls within the geographic area covered by the ABC
directory. Core shall also provide to ABC on a daily basis, (a) information showing ABC Customers who
have disconnected or terminated their service with Core; and (b} delivery information for each non-listed
or non-published Core Customer to enable ABC to perform its directory distribution responsibilities.

23 Listing Inclusion and Distribution.

ABC shall include, on a nondiscriminatory basis and consistent with any obligations it may have
under Applicable Law, each Core Customer’s Primary Listing in all appropriate alphabetical directories
{both print and electronic) and, for business Customers, in the appropriate classified (Yellow Pages)
directories in accordance with the directory configuration, scope and schedules determined by ABC in its
sole discretion, and shall provide initial distribution of such directories to such Core Customers in the
same manner it provides initial distribution of such directories to its own Customers. “Primary Listing”
means a Customer’s primary name, address, and telephone number. Listings of Core’s Customers shall
be interfited with listings of ABC’s Customers and the Customers of other LECs included in the ABC
directories. Core shall pay the charges set forth in the Pricing Attachment for all Primary listings and
additional alphabetical listings and other alphabetical services (e.g. caption arrangements) for Core’s
Customers. ABC will not require a minimum number of listings per order.

24 ABC Information.

Upon request by Core, ABC shall make available to Core the following information to the extent
that ABC provides such information to its own business offices: a directory list of relevant NXX codes,
directory close dates, publishing data, and Yellow Pages headings. ABC also will make available to
Core, upeon written request, a copy of ABC's alphabetical listings standards and specifications manual.

25 Confidentiality of Listing Information.

ABC shall accord Core Listing Information the same level of confidentiality that ABC accords its
own listing information, and shall use such Listing Information solely for the purpose of providing
directory-related services; provided, however, that should ABC elect to do so, it may use or license Core
Listing Information for directory publishing, direct marketing, or any other purpose for which ABC uses or
licenses its own listing information, so long as ABC Customers are not separately identified as such.
Core shall not be obligated to compensate ABC for ABC's use or licensing of Core Listing Information.
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26 Accuracy.

Both Parties shall use commercially reasonable efforts to ensure the accurate publication of Core
Customer listings. At Core's request, ABC shall provide Core with a report, in a format specified by ABC,
of all Core’s Customer listings nermally no more than ninety (90) days and no less than thirty (30) days
prior to the service order close date for the applicable directory. ABC shall process any corrections made
by Core with respect to its listings, provided such corrections are received prior to the close date of the
particular directory. Core shall pay ABC for the listing reports at the rates set forth in the Pricing
Attachment.

2.7 Indemnification.

Core shall adhere to all practices, standards, and ethical requirements established by ABC with
regard to listings. By providing ABC with Listing Information, Core represents to ABC that Core has the
right to provide such Listing Information to ABC on behalf of its Customers. Core agrees to release,
defend, hold harmiess and indemnify ABC from and against any and all claims, losses, damages, suits, or
other actions, or any liability whatsoever, suffered, made, instituted, or asserted by any person arising out
of ABC’s publication or dissemination of the Listing Information as provided by Core hereunder.

2.8  Liability.

ABC's liability to Core in the event of a ABC error in or omission of a listing shall not exceed the
lesser of the amount of charges actually paid by Core for such listing or the amount by which ABC would
be liable to its own Customer.

29 Directory Publication.

Nothing in this Agreement shall require ABC to publish a directory where it would not otherwise

do so.
3. Intercept and Referral Announcements
3.1 When a Customer changes its service provider from ABC to Core, or from Core to ABC, and does

not retain its original telephone number, the Party formerly providing service to such Customer shall
provide a referral announcement {"Referral Announcement”) on the abandaned telephone number which
provides the Customer’s new number or other appropriate information, to the extent known to the Party
formerly providing service. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Party shall not be obligated under this
Secticn to provide a Referral Announcement if the Customer owes the Party unpaid overdue amounts or
the Customer requests that no Referral Announcement be provided.

3.2 Referral Announcements shall be provided for a period of time for business Customers and
residential Customers in accordance with the same time pericd and terms specified in ABC’s tariff and/or
pursuant to ABC's general business practices. Except as otherwise provided by Applicable Law, the
period for a referral may be shaortened by the Party formerly providing service if a number shortage
condition requires reassignment of the telephone number. This referral announcement will be provided
by each Party at no charge to the other Party; provided that the Party formerly providing service may bill
the Customer its standard Tariff charge, if any, for the referral announcement.

3.3 ABC Access to Information Related to Core Customers. ABC shall have the right to access, use
and disclose information related to Core Customers that is in ABC's possession to the extent such
access, use and/or disclosure has been authorized by the Core Customer in the manner required by
Applicable Law.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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ATTACHMENT B
INTERCONNECTION ATTACHMENT
1. Scope of Traffic

This Attachment describes the arrangements that may be utilized by the Parties for
interconnection of their respective networks for the transmission and routing of Lecal-Tratfistelephone
exchange services and exchange access. MNeiwerkintercepnection-will be-provided-by-the-Raries-al-any
mutually-agreeable-poiptwithin- ABG'sincumbent Local Exchange-Garriernetwork-withineach-LATAHs
Core'sresponsibility-to-establish-an-Intercennsaction-Point-at-a-pointwithin-ABG s-ineumbent-losal
exchange-carrier-npetwork: The Parties will utilize the interconnection method as specified below unless
otherwise mutually agreed to in writing by the Parties.

1.1 The Parties agree that they will deliver to each other over the interconnection facilities the
following traffic: (1) Lecal TrafficSection 251(b)(5) Traffic; (2) Core originated kecal-Section 251(b}(5)
Traffic that is transited through ABC for delivery to telecommunications carriers that are listed in the
LERG as subtending the ABC tandem; (3) LeealSection 251(b)(5) Traffic originated by third party carriers
that are listed in the LERG as subtending the ABC tandem and is transited by ABC and delivered to Core;
and-(4) LesalinternetlSP-Bound Traffic; and {4) Exchange Access Traffic.

Each Party shall provide interconnection te the other Party, in accordance with this Agreement,
and in accordance with the standards and reguirements governing interconnection set forth in 47 U.S.C.
£§251, FCC implementing requlations, and state law governing interconnection, at (i) any technically
feasible point and/or (ii) a fiber meet peint to which the Parties mutually agree under the terms of this

Agreement.

Core shall have the sole right and discretion to initiate interconnection in each LATA by
subrnitting a written reguest {o ABC designating the following:

(a) a CLLI code for Core’s designated interconnection point ("IP"); and

(b) a proposed |P for the delivery of Core's originating interconnection traffic to ABC.

Within ten (10) days of Core's written request, ABC shall provide Core with the CLLI code of ABC's
designated P,

Pursuant to Core’s written request for interconnection in each LATA, each party shall designate

an Interconnection Point (*1P") on_its own network at which the designating party shall arrange to receive
the other party's originating interconnection traffic. Each party shall have a duty to provide for the
transport and delivery of interconnection traffic to the other party at the other party's |P.

12 The—PaFHes—shau-make—avmlable—te-eash—ethemwe—way—kuaksiepthe—hve—way-exehang&eikeeal

P&t%agﬁee&mm%mmppm&e&anyehtmm%mam—m&m%ws&%@%mﬂ&m
arbitrage-and/or-cirsumvention-of-the-application-ofinirasiate-access-charges-by-the-otherParty-through
theresale-or-bridging-oF-EAS-service-beyond-the-two-specified-Local-Service-Exchange-Areas-between
which-EAS- s provided-Telesommunicatienstrafficie-orfrom-Customers-that originates-or termirates-in
areas-othertharnthoseincluded-inthe-calling-scope-of Local- Traffic-is-beyond-the-scopeof-the
WM@&%%&*&%M@W@MWW%WM

-, oy
= e 0 a- aTa walle ' __. =

mtFastateemnmpsmte—SMmhed—Exehaﬂge—Aeeess-Sewme%nﬁHega;dleswﬂwhemepzh&tFa
have-been-converted-to-lnterret-Protosol-or-any-ethertransmission-protocol-during-the-routing-and
transmission-of-the-gall-
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1.6 Both Parties agree only to deliver traffic to the other Party pursuant to and consistent with the
ferms of this Agreement. it shall be a default of this Agreement for a& Party to deliver, over the connecting
facilities, and traffic other than the traffic that is within the scope and consistent with the terms of this
Agreement.

1.7 Each Party is solely responsible for the receipt and transmission of 911/E911 traffic originated by
its End Users of its Telephone Exchange Services. The Parties acknowledge and affirm that calls to
911/E911 services shall NOT be routed over the trunk groups established between the Parties pursuant
to this Agreement. To the extent that a Party incorrectly routes such traffic over such arrangements, that
Party shall fully indemnify and hold harmless the other Party for any claims, including claims of third
parties, related to such calls.

2. Methods for Interconnection and Trunk Types
2.1 Methods for Interconnection.

2.1.1 The Parties shall interconnect their networks within ABC's service area at the IP set forth in
Appendix A.

2.1.1.1 Core shall be permitted to use a third party carrier's special access facility services for purposes
of establishing interconnection with ABC at the IP. Core shall be responsible for the payment to any third
party carrier for special access charges for such facilities.

2.1.1.2 Core shall also be permitted to use a third party's switched transit services as the means to
exchange Logal Traffic-and-Losal-lnternet TraffisSection 251(b}(5) and ISP-Bound Traffic with ABC at the
IP provided that: (1) the third party carrier has in place contractual agreements with ABC which sets forth
the terms and conditions under which the third party carrier will provide intermediary switched services for
the exchange of traffic between the Parties pursuant to this Agreement.;{2)-Gore-is-respensible-ferthe
60sis-associated-with-any charges-the-intermediarny third party-may-assesstor-the-drapsitservises
WMHMMM%M&M&&%@WWWM
Moreover, the
use of such third party switched transit services for the exchange of traffic between the Parties pursuant
to this Agreement shall be limited to the condition that the total traffic between the Parties does not
exceed one (1} DS-1 level volume of traffic. If the volume of traffic exceeds one (1) DS-1 level of traffic,
ABC may provide notice to Core, and Core shall be required, within ninety (90) days after such notice, to
provision either Core’s own direct facilities to the IP or to provision special access facilities as set forth in
Section 2.1.1.1. This Agreement does not require either Party to use the intermediary services of a third

party.
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21.3 TFheWhere both Parties have the capability, the Parties shall utilize SS7 Signaling, which is the
commeon channe! out-of-band signaling (CCS) protocol developed by the Consultative Committee for
International Telephone and Telegraph (CCITT) and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI).

frequency {(“MF™) s:qnall_g_

2.1.3.1 Where SS87 js used, Fthe Parties agree to cooperate on the exchange of all appropriate $57
messages for call set-up, including Integrated Services Digital Network User Part (“ISUP") and
Transaction Capability User Part (“TCAP") messages, to facilitate full interoperability of all CLASS
features and functions between their respective networks. The parties shall include the Jurisdiction
Information Parameter (“JIP”) in the Initial Address Message ("IAM"), containing a Local Exchange
Routing Guide-assigned NPA-NXX (6 digits) identifying the originating switch on calls that they originate.

2.1.3.2 Neither Party shall intentionally substitute or generate incorrect ANI, CPN or SS7 parameters on
traffic exchanged pursuant o this Agreement. Upon determination that a Party has intentionally
substituted or generated such incorrect parameters on traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement, the
offending Party shall pay the other Party the difference between compensation paid (if any) and
applicable access charges, plus interest due under the terms of the applicable access tariff from the date
the traffic would have been billed if such parameters had been passed unaitered. In addition, the Parties
acknowledge that a violation of this paragraph would cause the other Party to incur expenses to identify
and correct the affected call records, and that such incidental expenses wouid be difficult to quantify;
therefore, in lieu of recovery of such expenses, the offending Party shall pay the other Party liquidated
damages of $1.00 per affected call record.

2.2 Trunk Types.
In interconnecting their networks pursuant to this Attachment, the Parties will use, as appropriate,

the following separate and distinct trunk groups:

2.2.1 Interconnection Trunks for the transmission and routing of Leeal-Section 251(b)(5) Traffic and

Losal-InternetlSP-Bound Traffic. Fhe-Rarties-agree-that-the rierconnestion Trunk-Groups-willbe-installed
andotlized-as-two-way-

222 Tandem Transit Trunks for the transmission and routing of Tandem Transit Traffic. The Parties

Exchange Access Trunks for transmission and routing of InterLATA and IntraLATA Toll Traffic.

2.3 Trunk Arrangements.

2.3.1  For each trunk group with a utilization level of less than sixty percent (60%) for three consecutive
months, unless the Parties agree otherwise, ABC may disconnect a sufficient number of the available
trunks to attain a utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%), however, the trunks will be
grouped in multiples of 24 trunks for the purpose of determining utilization levels. The minimum utilization
level of sixty percent (60%) is not required until trunk groups have been in service for at least six (6)
months.

233  Aldrunksshallutilize-SS7-Common-Channel-Signaling—The Parties agree to utilize B8ZS and
Extended Super Frame (ESF) DS1 facilities, where available. Should ABC determine that the Parties are
exchanging traffic on the Interconnection Trunks to and from any single ABC end office in an amount
sufficient to justify the installation of direct end office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, ABC may
at its scie discretion require Core to rearrange its Interconnection Trunk group by installing direct end
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office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, such rearrangement shall not constitute the establishment
of a new |P, and each Party will remain responsible for all expenses on its side of the IP.

24 Fwo-Way-Trunk Performance Standards.

24.1  The Parties shall meet (telephonically or in person) from time to time, as needed, to review data
on twe-way-trunks to determine the need for new trunk groups and to plan any necessary changes in the
number of trunks.

24.3 The performance standard for twe-way-trunk groups shall be that no such trunk group will exceed
its design blocking objective for three (3) consecutive calendar traffic study months.

244 CoreThe Parties shall jointly determine and order the number of twe-way-trunks that are required
to meet the applicable design-blocking objective for all traffic carried on each twe-way-trunk group.
GoreEach Party shall order two-way-trunks by submitting ASRs to ABGthe other Party and any applicable
third party, setting forth the number of twe-way-trunks fo be installed and the requested installation dates,
within-ABG s-effective-standard-intervals-ornegetiated-intervals, as-appropriate—CoreThe Parties shall
populate all applicable fields in ASRs in accordance with OBF Guidelines as in effect from time to time.

2.46 The Parties will review all twe-way-trunk groups that reach a utilization level of seventy percent
(70%), or greater, to determine whether those groups should be augmented. GeoreThe Parties will
promptly augment all twe-way-trunk groups that reach a utilization level of eighty percent (80%) by
submitting ASRs for additional trunks sufficient to attain a utilization level of approximately seventy
percent (70%), unless the Parties agree that additional trunking is not required. For each two-way trunk
group with a utilization tevel of less than sixty percent (60%), unless the Parties agree otherwise,
Goreeach Party will promptly submit ASRs to disconnect a sufficient number of trunks to attain a
utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%) for each respective group, unless the Parties agree
that the two-way trunks should not be disconnected. ln-the-evert-Gorefaillsto-submit-an-ASRSortwo-way
trunks-n-conformance-with-this-sectien-ABC-may-billCore-for-the-excesstrunks at-the-applicable ABC
tariffrates-

2.4.7 Because-ABG-will-notbein-controlof-when-and-how-many-two-way-trunks-are-established
between-ts-network-and-Core's-natworc-ABC s-performance-in-connection-with-these-two-way-trunk
groups-shall-net-be-subject-to-any-performance-measurements-andremedies-underthis-Agreement-and;
excaptas-otherwise-required-by-Applicable Lawunderany-FEC-or-Commissien-approved-carrier-to-

Physical Architecture

Core shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any of the following methods for
interconnection at any of the IPs which are established pursuant to this agreement for the delivery of
traffic 1o ABC:

i a collocation facility established by Core at a ABC central office or tandem office
where the IP is located, in which case Core shall pay ABC applicable collocation charges as set forth in
the Collocation Attachment;

ii, a collocation facility established by a third-party, with whom Core has coniracted,
at a ABC central office or tandem office where the 1P is Iocated, in which case such third-party {and not
Core) shall pay ABC {any) applicable collocation charges: and/or
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iii, an Entrance Facility and transport (where applicable) leased from ABC as
specified in the Pricing Attachment,_or from a third-party.

ABC shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any of the following methods for

interconnection at any of the IPs which are established pursuant o this agreement for the delivery of
traffic to Core:;

i a collocation facility established by ABC at a Core central office or tandem office
where the IP is located, in which case ABC shall pay Core applicable collocation charges as set forth in
the Collocation Attachment;

ii. a collocation facility established by a third-party, with whom ABC has contracted,

a a Core central office or tandem office where the |P_is located, in which case such third-party {and not

ABC) shall pay Core (any) applicable collocation charges; and/or

iii, an Entrance Facility and transport {where applicable) leased from Core as
specified in the Pricing Attachment, or frem a third party.

Loop Interconnection.
Where ABC facilities (including facilities ABC considers to be “retail” or “loop” as opposed to "IOF") exist
having sufficient capacity to fill Core’s initial interconnection trunking needs at the technically feasible
Poini{s) of interconnection specified by Core, ABC shall complete all of the activities needed to implement

an Interconnection Activation Date no later than thirty {30) days following Core’s notice {as provided for
ahove), or, a later Interconnection Activation Date of Core's choosing. Where ABC facilities (including

faciliies ABC considers to be “retail” or “loop” as opposed to “IOF") do not exist having sufficient capacity
to fill Core's initial interconnection trunking needs at the technically feasible Peint(s) of interconnection

specified by Core, ABC shail complete all of the activities needed 10 implement an Interconnection
Activation Date no later than sixty (60} days following Core's notice (as provided for above), or, a later

Interconnection Activation Date of Core's choosing.

Alternative Interconnection Arrangements

In addition to the foregoing methods of Interconnection, and subject to mutual agreement of the Parties,

the Parties may agree to establish a Fiber Meet arrangement.

3. Trunk Provisioning
3.1 Trunk Group Provisioning.

3.1.1 Both Parties shall use either a DS-1 or DS-3 facilities interface at the IP. When and where an
STS-1 interface is available, the Parties may agree to use such an interface. Upon mutual agreement,
the Parties may agree to use an optical interface (such as OC-n).

3.1.2 When-irunks-are-provisioned-using-a-D$-3-facility-interfase-then-Core-shallorder-the-multiplexed
B&-3-fasilities-to-the-lIP--Each Party will identify its Carrier Identification Code, a three or four digit numeric
code obtained from Telcordia, to the other Party when ordering a trunk group.

3.1.3  Unless mutually agreed to by both Parties, each Party will outpuise ten (10) digits to the other
Party.

3.1.4 Each Party will use commercially reasonable efforts to monitor trunk groups under its control and
to augment those groups using generally accepted trunk engineering standards so as to not exceed
blocking objectives. :

3.2 Switching System Hierarchy and Trunking Requirements.

For purposes of routing Core traffic to ABC, the subtending arrangements between ABC Tandem
Switches and ABC End Office Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending
arrangements ABC maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers’ traffic. For purposes of routing
ABC ftraffic to Core, the subtending arrangements between Core Tandem Switches and Core End Office
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Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending arrangements that Core maintains for
the routing of its own or other carriers’ traffic.

33 Grades of Service.

The Parties shall initially engineer and shall monitor and augment all trunk groups consistent with
the Joint Process as set forth in Section 12.

4. Traffic Measurement and Billing over Interconnection Trunks

41 Each Party, at its own expense, reserves the right to audit al! traffic and any associated billing as
specified in this Section of the Agreement, up to a maximum of two audits per calendar year to ensure
that only Local-Traffic-amd-LecaHnternet TrafficSection 251(b)(5) Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic are being
rauted on the Interconnection Trunks and that rates are being applied appropriately. Each Party agrees to
provide the necessary Traffic data in conjunction with any such audit in a timefy manner.

4.2 To the extent technically feasible, each Party shall pass AN| or Calling Party Number (CPN)
information on each call. For those Customer's whose premise equipment is unable to populate the ANI
of CPN in the call detail record, each party shall populate the ANI or CPN field with the Customer's billing
Number. The Parties agree that they will not populate the CPN field in the call detail record with a_
wholesale Customer's billing or local routing number but will, utilize the final Customer's CPN or blllmg

number,

421  Where possible, actual call detail records including the CPN, will be used by the terminating Party
for purposes of auditing the scope of traffic. Where a terminating Party has the capability, it will use the
actual call detail records including the CPN information associated with each specific call to identify traffic
delivered by the other Party as either Local Traffic, Local Internet Traffic or traffic that is not within the
scope of this Agreement.

422 When a terminating Party receives insufficient call detail or the GRNCPN/ANI is missing or
masked, and therefore cannot determine whether the call is or is not within the scope of this Agreement,
and if the percentage of traffic delivered with GRNCPN/ANI of sufficient detail is greater than 80% the
total calls delivered, the calls without sufficient detail or GRNCPN/AN| will be presumed to be in the same
proportion as the calls within the more than 90 percent that can be identified. If a traffic delivered by one
Party to the other Party has GRNCPN/ANI on fewer than 80% of the calls, the terminating Party may
provide written notice of a billing dispute to the other Party delivering such calls below the 90 percent
thresheld. Upon such notice, the Party delivering the traffic to the other Party (the "Delivering Party) shall
have 30 days to investigate and correct the lack of CRNCPN/ANI| and report the date the problem was
corrected to the other Party (the “Terminating Party”). If the problem cannot be repaired within 30 days of
the written notice to bring the delivered traffic without GRNCPN/AN! to fewer than 10% of total calls, the
Terminating Party will bill all traffic without GRNCPN/ANI as intrastate Access traffic until such time as the
traffic without GRNCPN/AN] is fewer than 10% of total traffic.

43 Core-agrees-that-itisresponsible-forall-the lnterconnection-facility-charges-due-ABGCforthe
Transit-Trunk-group-facilities-within the ABC servicearea:

5. Local-Traffic-and-Lecal-Internet-Traffic

5.1 Reciprocal-Compensation-forLeocal- Traffie:
51.1 Recipreca-Compensation-applies-enly-lo-Lecal Traffic-as-defined-inthis-Agreement:

512 T i . it ; . s Secti ‘ ; E
Local-Traffic-are-related-tor-specifically-dependent-on-and-limited-to-the-provision-of-Local-Exchange
Semee—te-@usteme;s—foﬂhee*shange—of—&%al-lmﬁﬁs—th&#@ﬁg

dependent—en—the-appheaﬁen—ef—aﬂ-mher tem&and—sendltleﬁs-set-fwzmn-th}s—AgFeemem—'Fhe—speeme
compensatiorterms-and-cenditions-set-forth-inthis-Section-are-not-applicable-ls-any-etherkind-of-traffic
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52 Traffic Not Subject to Reciprocal Compensation.

521 Reciprosal-Compensation-shallnetapply-to-thefollowing—{1}any-internet Traffic;{2}-irlerstaleor
mmmwmmas%m%mwﬁaymmm
irter ATA-Tol-Fraffic,-including-but-not-limited-to-calls-eriginated-oh-a-1+pre ;

Mmmmakwwmwwo%b%wmm%mm
final-and-non-appealable-action-or-desision-of an-approprigte regulatery-er-legal-body-results-in-a
determination-that-the-interim-treatment of Local- internet-Traffic-pursuantlio-this-section-isunlawful-the
Pames-mu-negetmtewediauh—immemate»medlf;eaﬂen—andmppep!aeemenuenguage-te—tm

vaiuabl&senside#a%em&aeknew#&dged-and—a&a—resuﬂ-ef
MWMWKWWMWM&WH%WMWQ
o itching-transpertor-termination-of

Intercarrier Compensation for the Transport and Termination of interconnection Traffic,

For purposes of compensation under this Agreement, the telecommunications traffic exchanged
between the Parties will be classified as Section 251(b)}(5) Traffic, ISP-Bound Traffic, IntralL ATA

Interexchange Traffic, or InterLATA Interexchange Traffic.
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Reciprocal Compensation for Section 251(b)}(5) Traffic

The Party originating Section 251({b)(5) Traffic shall compensate the terminating Party for the iranspori
and termination of such traffic to ils Customer in accordance with Section 251(b)(5} of the Act at the equal
and symmetrical rates stated in the Pricing Attachment.

Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic

Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic shall be governed by the FCC's ISP Remand QOrder and ISP
Forbearance Order. To the extent the ISP Remand Order is overturned or otherwise found to be
inapplicable, and to the extent ABC does not elect to exchange all Section 251({b)}(5) traffic at the ISP
Remang Order rates (as set forth in paragraph 89 of the ISP Remand Order), ISP-Bound Traffic shall be

treated the same as Section 251(b)(5) Traffic for compensation purposes.

Access Charges for IntraL ATA Interexchange Traffic

Access charaes shall be applied to the origination and termination of IntraLATA Interexchange Traffic as
set forth in the providing party’s applicable intrastate access tariff.

Access Charges for InferLATA Interexchange Traffic

Access charges shall be applied to the origination and termination_of InterLATA Interexchange Traffic as
set forth_in the providing party's applicable intrastate or interstate access tariff,

5.3.3 A call placed on a non-local basis (e.g., a toll call or 8yy call) to an ISP shali not be treated as
Local Internet Traffic for compensation purposes. The Parties agree that, to the extent such "non-Local"
ISP calis are placed, that the rates, terms and conditions for IntraLATA and/or InterLATA calling shall
apply, including but not limited to rating and routing according to the Party’s applicable tariffs and the
application of intrastate and/or interstate Switched Exchange Access Service tariffs.

5.3.4 Where the public switched network, local exchange facilities and/or services of either Party are
used for the origination or termination of VOIP Traffic calls, the Parties agree to apply the following terms
and conditions: VOIP Traffic calls will be originated and terminated in the same manner as each Party
does for non-VOIP, circuit-switched Traffic. VOIP Traffic shall be subject to the same compensation
terms and conditions as applies for circuit switched calls. CensequentyVOIR Traffic-that beth-originates
and-terminates-within-a local-calling-area-as-definedfor Local Traffic-pursuani-to-this-Agreement-will-alse
be-treataed-as-Local- Traffic-pursuant-to-this-Agreement—All-other MOIP Traffic-will befreated-as-either
H:lt#asta!e—er—mtepstate%e*shang@ramesubjeeptem&samepm&and—sendmeﬂ&as-any—emepamp
errrinating-Switched-Exchange

Indirect Traffic

6.1. For purposes of exchanging Indirect Traffic there is no physical or direct point of interconnection
between the Parties, therefore neither Party is required to construct new facilities or make mid-span meet
arrangerents available to the other Party for Indirect Traffic. Indirect interconnection shall only be

allowed to the extent each party is interconnected at a tandem which ABC's end office subiends.

6.2. Exchange Of Traffic

6.2.1.  The Parties may send each other Indirect Traffic.

6.2.2. Each Party acknowledges that it is the criginating Party's responsibility to enter into transiting
arrangements with the third party providing the transit services.
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6.2.3. FEach Party is responsible for the transport of originating calis from its network to its point of
interconnection with the transiting party. The originating Party is responsible for the payment of transit

charges assessed by the transiting party.

6.3. Compensation for Indirect Traffic

6.3.1. Toll Traffic
Compensation for the termination of IntraLATA Toll Traffic between the Parties shall be based on their
respective applicable access tariffs in accordance with FCC and Commission Rules and Regulations.

6.3.2, Section 251{b}5)} Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic

Compensation for Section 251(b)}{5) Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic shall be based on the reciprocal
compensation rates set forth in the Pricing Attachment.

7. Tandem Transit Traffic

Neither Party shall provide an intermediary or transit traffic function for the other Party’s
connection of its End Users to the End Users of a third party telecommunications carrier without the
consent and agreement of all parties. This Agreement does not obligate gither Party to utilize any
intermediary or transit traffic function of the other Party. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to
provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services.

74 Tandem Transit Traffic shall be routed over the Tandem Transit Trunks described in Appendix A.
Core shall deliver Tandem Transit Traffic to ABC with CCS and the appropriate Transactional Capabilities
Application Part (“TCAP") message to facilitate full interoperability of CLASS Features and hilling
functions.

7.2 Core shall pay ABC for Transit Traffic that Core originates at the rafe specified in the Pricing
Attachment and Appendix A.

7.3 in no case will ABC be required to continue to provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services for local
Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to a CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, if the volume of
local Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to the CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC exceeds one
(1) DS-1 level volume of calls per CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC per ABC tandem serving area
for a period of three consecutive months.

7.4 If or when a third party carrier’s Central Office subtends a Core Central Office, then Core shall
offer to ABC a service arrangement equivalent to or the same as Tandem Transit Service provided by
ABC to Core as defined in this Section such that ABC may terminate calls to a Central Office of a CLEC,
ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, that subtends a Core Central Office (“Reciprocal Tandem Transit
Service™). Core shall offer such Reciprocal Transit Service arrangements under terms and conditions no
less favorable than those provided in this Section.

7.5 Neither Party shall take any actions to prevent the other Party from entering into a direct and
reciprocal traffic exchange agreement with any carrier to which it originates, or from which it terminates,
traffic.

8. Number Resources, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points

8.1 Nething in this Agreement shall be construed to limit or otherwise adversely affect in any manner
either Party's right to employ or to request and be assigned any Central Office Codes (“NXX") pursuant to
the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines and any relevant FCC or Commission orders, as may be
amended from time to time, or to establish, by Tariff or otherwise, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points
corresponding to such NXX codes.

8.2 During the term of this Agreement, Core shall adopt the Rate Center Area and Rate Center
Points that the Commission has approved for ABC and any other incurmnbent Local Exchange Carriers
withih the serving area. Core shall assign whole NPA-NXX codes to each Rate Center Area unless
otherwise ordered by the FCC, the Commission or another governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction,
or the telecommunications industry adopts alternative methods of utilizing NXXs.
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8.3 It shall be the responsibility of each Party to program and update its own switches and network
systems. Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, neither Party shall impose any fees or charges
whatsoever on the other Party for such activities.

Q. Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process; and Installation, Maintenance, Tesling and
Repair
8.1 Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process.

9.1.1  Upon request of either Party, the Parties shall jointly develop an implementation and grooming
process (the “Joint Grooming Process” or “Joint Process”) which may define and detalil, inter alia: (1)
standards to ensure that Interconnection Trunks and Tandem Transit Trunks experience a grade of
service, availability and quality which is comparable to that achieved on interoffice trunks within ABC's
network and in accord with all appropriate relevant industry-accepted quality, reliability and availability
standards; (2) the respective duties and responsibilities of the Parties with respect to the administration
and maintenance of the trunk groups, including, but not limited to, standards and procedures for
notification and discoveries of trunk disconnects; (3) disaster recovery provision escalations; and (4} such
other matters as the Parties may agree.

9.1.2 Except as otherwise stated in this Agreement, trunks provided by either Party for Interconnection
services will be engineered using a P.01 Grade of Service.

9.2 Installation, Maintenance, Testing and Repair.

Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties, to the extent required by Applicable Law,
Interconnection provided by a Party shall be equal in quality to that provided by such Party to itself, any
subsidiary, affiliates or third party. If either Party is unable to fulfill its obligations under this Section, it
shall notify the other Party of its inability to do so and will negotiate alternative intervals in good faith. The
Parties agree that to the extent required by Applicable Law, the standards to be used by a Party for
isolating and clearing any disconnections and/or other outages or troubles shall be at parity with
standards used by such Party with respect to itself, any subsidiary, affiliate or third party.

9.2.1 A maintenance service charge applies whenever either Party requests the dispatch of the other
Party's personnel for the purpose of performing maintenance activity on the interconnection trunks, and
any of the following conditions exist: (a} No trouble is found in the interconnection trunks; (b} The trouble
condition results from equipment, facilities or systems not provided by the Party whose personnel were
dispatched; or (c) Trouble clearance did not otherwise require a dispatch, and upon dispatch requested
for repair verification, the interconnection trunk does not exceed maintenance limits.

9.2.2 If a maintenance service charge has been applied and trouble is subsequently found in the
facilities of the Party whose personnel were dispatched, the charge will be canceled.

9.2.3 Billing for maintenance service by either party is based on each half-hour or fraction thereof
expended to perform the work requested. The time worked is categorized and billed at one of the
following three rates: (1) basic time; (2) overtime; or (3) premium time as defined in ABC's intrastate
access tariff.

9.3 Forecasting Requirements for Trunk Provisioning.

Within ninety (90) days of executing this Agreement, Core shall provide ABC a two (2} year traffic
forecast. This initial forecast will provide the amount of traffic to be delivered to and from ABC over each
of the Interconnection Trunk groups over the next eight (8) quarters. The forecast shall be updated and
provided to ABC on an as-needed basis but no less frequently than semiannually.

9.4 Initial Forecasts/Trunking Requirements.

Because ABC's trunking requirements will, at least during an initial period, be dependent on the
Customer segments and service segments within Customer segments to whom Core decides to market



DRAFT -- For Discussion Purposes Page 39 of 44

its services, ABC will be largely dependent on Core to provide accurate trunk forecasts for both inbound
{from ABC) and outbound (to ABC) traffic. At ABC’s discretion, when Core expressiy identifies particular
situations that are expected to produce traffic that is substantially skewed in either the inbound or
outbound direction, ABC may provide the number of trunks Core suggests; provided, however, that in all
cases ABC’s provision of the forecasted number of trunks to Core is conditioned on the following: that
such forecast is based on reasonable engineering criteria, there are no capacity constraints, and Core’s
previous forecasts have proven to be reliable and accurate.

9.4.1  Monitoring and Adjusting Forecasts. ABC will, for ninety (90) days, monitor traffic on each trunk
group that it establishes at Core's suggestion or request pursuant to the procedures identified in this
Section. At the end of such ninety (90) day period, ABC may disconnect trunks that, based on
reasonable engineering crileria and capacity constraints, are not warranted by the actual traffic volume
experienced subject to the limitations in Section 2.3 and Section 2.4 of this Interconnection Attachment.

9.42 In subsequent periods, ABC may also monitor traffic for ninety (90) days on additional trunk
groups that Core suggests ABC to establish.

10. Number Portability - Section 251(B}(2)

10.1 Scope.
The Parties shall provide number portability (NP) in accordance with rutes and regulations as
prescribed from time to time by the FCC.

1621 The-Paries-will-follow-the-LNR-provisiening-processrecommended-by-the-Nerth-American
Nurmbering-CounciHNANG ) and-adopied-by- the FCCIn-addition-the-Parties-agree-to-follow-the-LNP
ordering-procedures-established-at-the-OBF—The-Rarties-shall-provide-LNP-enaresiprocal-basis—ENR
sha#%y—be—mevided-wnlnun-th&geegFaphw-Ra&e-Genter—Area-assee;ated-wrth—the—peFted-number—anei

Wmek—a%eemeMWMemmmmbewa%ssxgne@en@nwy%ym&Wmmawumeg
Flan-Administrater
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mm&mmw%mmmmmwmmm
Customers-line-before-the-due-date-of the-perting-activity-When-the-ten-digi-unconditional-riggeris-net
available -Party-A-and-Party-B-must coardinate-the-disconnest-activity-

mmmm@mmmmnmmw@mm

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title; Title:

Date: Date:
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ATTACHMENT C

PRICING
1. General
1.1 As used in this Attachment, the term "Charges" means the rates, fees, charges and prices for a
Service.
1.2 The Charges for a Service shall be the charges for Services as detailed in this Attachment or
Appendix A, as applicable.
13 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges shall

be as stated in Appendix A of this Pricing Attachment.

14 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, if Charges for a
Service are otherwise expressly provided for in this Agreement, such Charges shall apply.

15 in the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the
Service shall be the Providing Party's FCC or Commission approved Charges.

1.6 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the
Service shall be mutually agreed to by the Parties in writing.

2. Core Prices

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, the Charges that Core bills ABC for
Core's Services shall not exceed the Charges for ABC's comparable Services.

3. Regulatory Review of Prices

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, each Party reserves its respective rights
to institute an appropriate proceeding with the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body of
appropriate jurisdiction: {a) with regard to the Charges for its Services {including, but not iimited to, a
proceeding to change the Charges for its services); and (b) with regard to the Charges of the other Party
(including, but not limited to, a proceeding in which the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body
with appropriate jurisdiction is asked to reduce such Charges and to order a refund of any amounts paid
in excess of any Charges that are reduced).

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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APPENDIX A
ABC TELEPHONE COMPANY and CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

A. Designation of the IP(s):

| B. Logal-Section_251(b}(5) Traffic Termination; {RATE]

To be added pursuant to the terms of this Agreement

| ISP-Bound Traffic Termination: $0.0007/MQU

C. Tandem Transit arrangements for Tandem Transit Traffic between Core and carriers other than
ABC that subtend a ABC Tandem Switch. (Not applicable to Toll Traffic when Meet Point Billing
Arrangement applies; Separate trunks required for IXC sublending trunks)

- Tandem Transit Trunking Arrangement:

- Tandem Transit Trunking Charges by ABC to Core:

- Tandem Switching & Transport= $.xxxxx/MOU for Core Originated Tandem Transit Traffic

D. LSR Ordering Charges for LNP activity

- Basic Initial LNP Service Order Charge = $xxx.xx per each initial request by one Party to the
other Party per LNP request per Customer -- To be billed to and paid by the requesting Party.

- Basic Subsequent LNP Service COrder Charge = $xxx.xx per each time the requesting Party

submits a revised request per LNP request per Customer -- To be billed to and paid by the
requesting Party.

E. DIRECTORY LISTINGS & BOOKS

1. Directory Listing Report
- Annual directory validation listing report $ to be billed to and paid by Core to
ABC
- Initial Request separate request $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC
- Subsequent Requests $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC
2. For each telephone number listed {i.e., published) in the White Page Directory and/or in

the Yellow Page Directory - a monthly charge equal to ABC's costs or charges to ABC from
outside vendor for each such listing:

- $x.xx per month per (isting to be billed fo and paid by Core to ABC
3. Other Tariffed Directory Listing Services

- As Applicable per ABC Pa PUC
- Listing/Database charge - $.XXX
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4, As Applicable per ABC-PAPUC No.__
- Books & delivery (annual home area directories only) - No charge for normal number

of books delivered to Customers; additional delivery or bulk delivery per separate
arrangement between ABC and Core.

F. Designation of Third Party interconnection Arrangements.,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the
Effective Date.

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc.
By: By:

Printed: Printed:

Title: Title:

Date: Date:
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Chris Van de Verg_

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>

To: "Norman J. Kennard” <njkennard@hmsk-law.com>; <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com>

Ce: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttaniaw.com>; "Michael B. Hazzard" <mhazzard@wcsr.com>;
<gzing@ptd.net>; "Rick Hicks" <rlh@stevenslee.com>; "Mike Gruin" <mag@stevenslee.com>

Sent: Monday, December 26, 2005 4:27 PM

Subject: pta/ricc/core call set for 1/3 at 8:30 a.m.

Norm, Patty:

Here's the dial in info for next week's ¢aii:
--Dial 1-800-213-0326
—Enter 410-216-9865#

Given the multiplicity of parties to be represented on the call, | wanted to clarify Core's expectations. First, it is our
intent to go through the RTCC and PTA proposals separately, issue-by-issue, following the text of the redline line-
by-line and page-by-page. In our experience, this is the only method to really flesh out the existing issues, as well
as opportunities for agreement. We do not care which proposal we address first, aithough it would be helpful if
PTA and RTCC could decide on an order and let us know in advance of the call.

Second, it is our expectation that all parties on the call are represented by individuals who are authorized to
negotiate and agree upon resolution of issues,

Finally, Core will be represented on the call by myself and Mike Hazzard, an attomey with the firm of Womble,
Carlyle, Sandridge & Rice. To dlarify, | have authorization to negotiate and settle issues. Mike will be on hand to
field legal questions arising from the various proposals.

Happy Holidays,
--Chris

RECEIVED

JAN 2 b 2006

UBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
PAT SECRETARY'S BUREAU

1/23/2006
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STEVENS & LEE

LAWYERS & CONSULTANTS

17 North Second Street
16th Floor
Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 234-1090 Fax (717) 234-1099

www stevenslee.com

Direct Dial: (717) 255-7365

Email: mag@stevenslee.com
Direct Fax: (610) 988-0852
Mmoo 8
> =
S o -
I il
January 12, 200§ = B m
6 s s
RECEIVED SsE 2 W
Secretary James J. McNulty =< I ar
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission JAN 2 5 2005 S g YT
Commonwealth Keystone Building m o
400 North Street PAPUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION <
BECRETARY'S BUREAU

Harrisburg , PA 17120

Re: Inre: Application of Core Communications, Inc. to Amend its Certificate of Public
Convenience to begin to offer, render, furnish, or supply Competitive Local Exchange
Telecommunications Services to the public in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Docket No. A-310922 F0002, Am. A
STATUS REPORT ON INTERCONNECTION NEGOTIATIONS

Dear Secretary McNulty :

I am counsel for the Applicant, Core Communications, Inc., in the above captioned
matter. I write to report on the status of interconnection negotiations between the Applicant, Core

Communications, Inc. and all of the ILECs participating in interconnection negotiations.

Core sent bona fide requests for interconnection to the every ILEC operating in
Pennsylvania with the exception of Verizon on August 17, 2005. Negotiations are ongoing
between the parties. Alltel and Sprint are negotiating individual interconnection agreements with
Core. The 5 (five) Frontier ILECs are negotiating on their own behalf. The Pennsylvania
Telephone Association (PTA) and the Rural Tetephone Company Coalition (RTCC) are

negotiating uniform agreements on behalf of their members.

While the parties have made diligent effort to reach an agreement, the parties have been
unable to reach agreement on all issues. Therefore, it is the assessment of Core Communications,
Inc. that it will be necessary to petition for arbitration of disputed issues with every ILEC with

Philadelphia * Reading +  Valley Forge »  Lehigh Valley ¢  Harrisburg +  Lancaster
Scranton e Wilkes-Barre ¢ Princeton s CherryHill o NewYork o  Wilmington

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

01/12/06/8L1 595597v1/100826.00001



STEVENS & LEE

LAWYERS & CONSULTANTS

Secretary James J. McNulty
December 7, 2005
Page 2

whom Core is negotiating. Such Petitions will be filed in the time and manner prescribed by the
Commission’s regulations.

Best regards,

STEVENS & LEE

——~

Michael A. Gruin

DF12/Q6/8L1 595597v1/100826.00001
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Chris Van de Verg

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net>

To: <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com>

Cc: <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>;, <mhazzard@wcsr.com>; <mag@stevenslee.com>;
<rlh@stevenslee.com>

Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2006 11:07 AM

Attach: 060117 RTCC-Core Issues List.doc; MDPSC Order 79250.pdf
Subject: rtcc-core ica negotiations: follow up from last friday's call

Patty,
Picking up from our discussions Friday, | wanted to provide you with the following:

1. Citations to legai authorities in support of Core's ICA proposal. Here are some of the citations on which Core
relies for its negotiating position on various issues we have discussed:

Definition of Section 251(b){5) Traffic: 47 CFR §51.701(b}.

Duty to Transport Interconnection Traffic to Other Party's Switch: 47 CFR §51.703(b) and Local Competition
Order, para. 1062. These rules have been discussed and interpreted extensively, as in; Memorandum Opinion
and Order, In the Matter of TSR Wireless, LLC v. US West Communications, 15 FCC Recd 11166, 2000 FCC
Lexis 3219, at **25-26 (Released: June 21, 2000); and: Opinion and Order, Petition of Cellco Partnership d/b/a
Verizon Wireless, PaPUC Docket No. P-00021995 (et al.), at pages 24-25 (Order entered Jan. 18, 2005}); and
Order No. 79250, In the Matter of the Petition of AT&T Communications, MDPSC Case No. 8882, at 7-10 (July 7,
2004)(attached).

Reciprocal Compensation for Section 251(b)(5) Traffic: 47 CFR §51.701(e) and §51.703(a).

Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic: The ISP Remand Crder and (to the extent the ISP Remand
Order is not applicable) the portion of the Pa PUC's Global Qrder that discusses compensation for ISP-bound
traffic (Issue XIV in the Global Order).

Having provided this list to RTCC, | would appreciate if you would return the favor by identifying specific
authorities in support of RTCC's positions on these same issues.

2. Alist of existing, open issues between Core and the RTCC companies. On Friday, we discussed

the development of a joint matrix of issues to aid the Commission in its resolution of open issues. Attached hereto
is a Word document that provides a simple list of open issues, and that identifies the specific language in dispute.
Itis still only a list--1 have not attempted tc characterize each party's position. If we can agree on a simple list,
however, we will be positioned to work out a matrix that shows each party's proposed language and position for
each issue, perhaps in a table format. To that end, let me know if you think the attached list needs any issues
added or subtracted.

Regards,
--Chris

1/23/2006



STATEMENT OF DISPUTED ISSUES
Preface
1. Scope.
Glossary of Terms
1. Enhanced Services & Enhanced Service Provider (RTCC §§2.22 and 2.23).

2. Internet Service Provider & Related Definitions (RTCC §§2.30 and 2.31 and
Core’s related proposed definitions).

3. Interconnection Point (RTCC § 2.33).
4. Local Traffic (RTCC §2.39).
5. Section 251(b)(5) Traffic (Core’s proposal).
6. Signaling System 7 (RTCC §2.50).
General Terms and Conditions
1. Change of Law (RTCC §§3.2, 3.3 and 6.5).
2. Term (RTCC §4.1).
3. Evergreen (RTCC §4.3).
4. Assignment (RTCC §7.2).
5. Certification (RTCC §10.3).
6. Limitation of Liability (RTCC §27.5.5).
Interconnection
1. Scope of Traffic (RTCC §1).
a. Use of one-way trunks.
b. VNXX prohibition/access charge clarification (RTCC §§1.3 and 1.5).
2. Methods for Interconnection and Trunk Types (RTCC §2).

a. Transit on originating traffic (RTCC §2.1.1.2).



§2.4).

3.

b. Use of MF signaling (RTCC §§2.1.3 and 2.3.3).
¢. Two-way transit trunks requirement (RTCC §2.2.2).
d. Provision of IXC trunks (Core proposed language).

e. Use of one-way trunks as it relates to trunk performance standards (RTCC

f. Physical Architecture (Core proposed language).
g. Loop Interconnection (Core proposed language).
h. Alternative Interconnection Arrangements (Core proposed language).

Trunk Provisioning (RTCC §3).

Requirement for Core to order DS3 interfaces for two-way trunks.

4, Traffic Measurement and Billing (RTCC §4.2). Use of ANIL
5. Local Traffic and Local Internet Traffic (RTCC §5).
a. Compensation for “Local Traffic” and “Local Internet Traffic.”
b. Reciprocal compensation exceptions (RTCC §5.2).
c. “Treatment Internet Traffic” Janguage (RTCC §5.3).
d. Core’s proposed language for Section 251(b)(5) Traffic, ISP-Bound Traffic and
Access Traffic.
e. VOIP language (RTCC §5.3.4)
6. Indirect Traffic (Core §6).
7. Number Portability (RTCC §10).
Pricing Appendix
1. Local/Section 251(b)(5) Traffic Rate.
2. ISP-Bound Traffic Rate.



ORDER NO. 79250

In the Matter of the Petition of AT&T Before the
Communications of Maryland, Inc. for Public Service Commission
Arbitration Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 252(b) of Maryland
Concerning Interconnection Rates, Terms

And Conditions.
Case No. 8882

This proceeding involves the arbitration of an Interconnection Agreement
pursuant to Section 252(b) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the “Act”)' between
Verizon Maryland Inc. (“Verizen”) and AT&T Communications of Maryland LLC and
TCG Maryland (collectively “AT&T™). The parties have appealed various rulings
contained in the Proposed Order of Hearing Examiner previously issued in this
proceeding. The Commission resolves those issues herein. The Commission adopts ali
rulings in the Proposed Order which have not been appealed and are therefore not
discussed herein.

ISSUE 2

This issue concerns the question of whether carriers should receive Section
251(b)(5) reciprocal compensation when terminating calls to voice information service
providers. Voice information service providers offer recorded voice announcement
information such as information regarding weather conditions. The Hearing Examiner
concluded that voice information services traffic is eligible for reciprocal compensation.

The Commission affirms that finding.

"47 U.S.C. 251 er. seq.



The types of calls at issue are voice calls and are fundamentally the same as all
other local voice calls for which reciprocal compensation is due to the terminating carrier.
There is no meaningful distinction between these calls and other voice calls that would
lead to a conclusion that these calls are not subject to payment of reciprocal
compensation.

Verizon asserts that Section 251(g) of the Act and the Federal Communications
Commission’s (“FCC’s”) [ntercarrier Compensation Order® exempt all information
services traffic from reciprocal compensation. The argument is not persuasive. The FCC
concluded in its Intercarrier Compensation Order that Internet Service Provider (“ISP”)-
bound data traffic was “information access” traffic that was excluded from reciprocal
compensation obligations under Section 251(g} of the Act. The Intercarrier
Compensation Order addressed only data calls to Internet Service Providers. The FCC
did not address any other category of “information access” including voice information
services traffic. Moreover, in the AT&T — Verizon Virginia arbitration® the FCC rejected
the rationale offered by Verizon for excluding this traffic from reciprocal compensation
as well as the very same contract language proposed by Verizon here. The FCC
explained that:

We disagree with Verizon’s assertion that every form of
traffic listed in section 251(g) should be excluded from

% In the Matter of Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions in the Telecommunications Act of
1996. Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic, Order on Remand and Report and Order: CC
Docket Nos. 96-98, 99-68; 16 FCC Red 9151; FCC 01-131 (2001)(" Intercarrier Compensation Qrder” or
“ISP Remand Order™).

3 Petitions of WorldCom, Inc., Cox Virginia Telecom, Inc. and AT&T Communications of Virginia Ine.
Pursuant to Section 252(e)(5) of the Communications Act for Preemption of the Jurisdiction of the Virginia
State Corporation Commission Regarding Interconnection Disputes with Verizon Virginia, Inc., and for
Expedited Arbitration, CC Docket Nos. 00-218, 00-249 and 00-251. DA 02-1731. Memorandum Opinion
and Order. Wireline Competition Bureau, 17 FCC Red at 21939, issued July 17, 2002 (*Firginia
Arbitration Order™).



section 251(b)(5) reciprocal compensation. In remanding
the ISP [ntercarrier Compensation Order to the
Commission, the D.C. Circuit recently rejected the
Commission’s earlier conclusion that section 251 (g)
supports the exclusion of ISP-bound traffic from section
251(b)(5)’s reciprocal compensation obligations.
Accordingly, we decline to adopt Verizon’s contract
proposals that appear to build on logic that the court has
now rejected. (Virginia Arbitration Order, ¥ 261).

In sum, the Commission finds that calls to voice information service providers are
subject to the same reciprocal compensation obligations as all other local voice calls.
There is no meaningful basis upon which to distinguish these calls from other voice calls,
and the FCC’s Virginia Arbitration QOrder specifically rejected the argument that all
forms of information access are excluded from reciprocal compensation.

ISSUE 3

This issue concerns the treatment of calls to customers who subscribe to foreign
exchange (“FX”)-like services. The specific question involves whether these calls are
local calls, toll calls, or ISP-bound calls, and what form of intercarrier compensation is
due for these types of calls.

Verizon asserts that when a Verizon customer calls an AT&T FX customer,
Verizon should be allowed to impose access charges on AT&T; and AT&T should not be
allowed to collect reciprocal compensation from Verizon. Verizon argues for this result
based upon its assertion that these calls are interexchange calls, not local calls. Verizon
characterizes the calls as interexchange based on the physical locations of the calling and
called parties, which are frequently a consideraBle distance from one another. Verizon
also asks the Commission to confirm that ISP-bound compensation is not due for FX

calls to ISPs. Verizon asserts that this result is compelled by the ISP Remand Order,



which limits such compensation to delivery of calls from one local exchange carrier’s
(“LEC’s”) customer to an ISP in the same local calling area served by a competing LEC.

AT&T argues that both Verizon’s and AT&T’s FX service is a local service,
because standard industry practice, including Verizon’s practice, is to rate calls based on
the NPA-NXX (telephone numbers) of the calling and called parties, not the physical
location of the parties. AT&T notes that calls are rated as local or toll depending upon
the telephone numbers of the parties, not upon their geographic location. Thus, FX calls
are local because the telephone numbers of the calling and called parties fall within the
same local calling scope. AT&T cites the FCC’s decision in the Starpower Damages
Award Order, in which the FCC found that Verizon itself determines the local or toll
nature of a call based upon the telephone numbers of the customers, not the physical
location of the customers.*

With respect to FX calls to ISPs, AT&T asserts that the FCC has ordered that a//
calls to ISPs are subject to ISP compensation. The FCC’s rules do not distinguish
between FX calls to [SPs and other calls to ISPs. Second, FX calls to ISPs do terminate
from one LECs customer to an ISP in the same local calling area served by a competing
LEC therefore they are entitled to ISP compensation by the terms of the ISP Remand
Order.

The Proposed Order accepted AT&T’s position on this issue. The Commission

affirms that finding. The Commission finds that FX calls are local calls, not

4 Starpower Communications, LLC v. Verizon South Inc., Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 03-278,
released November 7, 2003 (“Starpower Damages Award Order”), implementing Starpower
Communications, LLC v, Verizon South Inc., Memorandum Opinion and Order, 17 FCC Red 6873 (2002),
reversed on other grounds sub nom. Starpower Communications, LLC v. FCC, 334 F.3d 1150 (D.C. Cir.
2003).



interexchange calls, based on standard industry practice, including Verizon’s own
practice, and therefore reciprocal compensation is owed to the terminating carrier, and no
access charges apply. The calls are local because the status of a call as local or toll is
determined, pursuant to standard industry practice, by the telephone numbers of the
calling and called parties, not by their physical location. The Commission notes in this
regard the FCC’s decision in Starpower rejecting Verizon's assertion that FX calls should
be considered toll calls because the service enables a customer to avoid toll charges. The
FCC noted that this argument missed the crucial point that Verizon South itself rated calls
to and from its foreign exchange customers as local or toll based upon the telephone
number assigned to the customer, not the physical location of the customer.”

This same industry standard and practice also means that FX calls to ISPs are
local (if the calling and called telephone numbers are local) and therefore access charges
would not apply. Rather, ISP compensation applies, and reciprocal compensation does
not, pursuant to FCC’s ISP Remand Order. The Commission notes in this regard that the
FCC’s ISP Remand Order requires ISP call compensation for all calls to ISPs, and the
Order does not distinguish between FX calls to [SPs and other calls to ISPs.

ISSUE 5

During the course of this proceeding before the Hearing Examiner, Verizon
proposed that the term “Internet service provider” be defined to include “an entity that
provides its customers, employees, contractors, representatives, and the like the ability to
obtain on-line information through the Internet.” The Proposed Order rejected Verizon’s

proposal, in a discussion of Issue 3 dealing with FX traffic, on the grounds that it lacked

% Starpower Damages Award Order, § [4-17,



record evidence and was essentially peripheral to this arbitration case.® Verizon has
appealed this finding noting that evidence was presented and that the issue is not
peripheral.

AT&T notes in reply that the Arbitrator did not make any substantive ruling on
Issue 5 (the issue most related to Verizon’s proposed definition of ISP) because the
parties agreed to address this issue in a separate proceeding. Indeed, the Proposed Order
indicates that the parties agreed to address Issues 4 and 5 in a separate proceeding.
Proposed Order at 13.

The Commission finds that under the circumstances the most appropriate course
of action is to preserve the parties right to litigate this matter in another proceeding, as
they have agreed to do. Thus, the Commission finds that the Hearing Examiner’s ruling
on this issue in the Proposed Order has no precedential effect and the parties are free to
pursue their respective positions on this issue in another proceeding.

ISSUE 6

The Hearipg Examiner concluded that AT&T is entitled to receive the tandem
reciprocal compensation rate if its switches are capable of serving a geographic area
comparable to the area served by Verizon’s tandem switches. Verizon does not seek
reconsideration of the Hearing Examiner’s articulation of this rule, but does seek
clarification that the contract language must conform to that ruling. That is, Verizon
asserts that AT&T (and any other CLEC opting into AT&T’s agreement) must
affirmatively show that its switches meet the “capable of serving” test adopted in the

Proposed Order in order to receive the higher tandem rate. Verizon goes on to assert that

& Proposed Order, p. 12.n.4.



although the Hearing Examiner accepted AT&T’s proposal to adopt the FCC Wireline
Bureau’s “capable of serving” standard, he did not determine that AT&T had, in fact,
shown in this proceeding that any or all of its switches met that standard. Finally,
Verizon asserts that AT&T did not, in fact, present evidence establishing that its switches
are “capable of serving™ a geographically comparable area, and therefore, AT&T is not
entitled to the higher tandem rate unless and until it satisfies that test.

in its Reply Memorandum, AT&T pointed to testimony in this proceeding which
demonstrates that AT&T’s switches in Maryland are capable of serving a geographically
comparable area to those served by Verizon’s tandem switches. See, AT&T Panel Direct
Testimony at 60-71; AT&T Panel Rebuttal Testimony 62, 65-66. The testimony of
AT&T s witnesses on this point has not been refuted.

Most of the discussion in the Proposed Order addresses the legal standard to be
applied to this issue (the geographic comparability test). The Proposed Order does not
specifically address the evidence. As Verizon notes, the standard adopted in the
Proposed Order has not been appealed, and since the record does contain the needed
evidénce, the Commission finds that AT&T’s switches are capable of serving a
geographic area comparable to the area served by a Verizon tandem switch. Therefore,
AT&T is in fact entitled to the tandem reciprocal compensation rate.

ISSUE 7

This issues concerns the interconnection of Verizon’s and AT&T’s networks.
More specifically, the issue concerns the point(s) of interconnection at which the carriers
will exchange traffic. Although the Proposed Order adopted Verizon’s position on this

issue, Verizon requests that the Commission clarify that AT&T’s proposed language is
q Y guag



incorrect, because it requires Verizon to drop off its traffic to an AT&T switch. Verizon
requests that the Commission make clear that it is adopting Verizon’s position, which
provides that Verizon may exchange its traffic with AT&T at the same point of
interconnection (i.e., a point on Verizon’s network) chosen by AT&T to drop off its
traffic. For its part, AT&T has appealed this aspect of the Proposed Order and asserts
that a Verizon point of interconnection would normally be mutually agreed upon, but
failing agreement would default to the AT&T switch location to which Verizon has built
out its network facilities.

The Commission has carefully considered the arguments presented by Verizon
and AT&T in support of their respective positions and provides the following direction to
the parties. The Commission does not find persuasive Verizon’s arguments that its
obligation to deliver its traffic ends at its tandem because the point of interconnection is
for the “mutual exchange of traffic” and because the point of interconnection must be on
Verizon’s network. The FCC’s rules define the act of interconnection as ‘the linking of
two networks for the mutual exchange of traffic’ but this does not mean that multiple
points of interconnection for the “mutual exchange of traffic” are prohibited. The FCC’s
rules do not require a single point of interconnection for the mutual exchange of traffic,
as Verizon asserts, rather they allow the requesting carrier to establish a single point of

interconnection, at its option.’

? For example, the FCC has held that “Section 251, and our implementing rules, require an incumbent
LEC to allow a competitive LEC to interconnect at any technically feasible point. This means that a
competitive LEC has the option to interconnect at only one technically feasible point in cach LATA.” In
the Matter of Application by SBC Communications Inc. Pursuant to Section 271, FCC 00-238, Rcleased
June 30, 2000 (Texas 271 Order}§ 78.



The Act and FCC rules provide requesting carriers (in this case AT&T) with the
right to designate any technically feasible point of interconnection.® The Act and FCC
rules do not provide incumbent local exchange carriers with the right to designate points
of interconnection. Verizon’s position allows it to designate the point of interconnection
for its traffic and therefore runs counter to the FCC’s rules.

The Commission finds persuasive the fact that the FCC adopted AT&T’s
proposed contract language with respect to this issue in the Virginia Arbitration Order.
The Commission adopts the same language herein.

This dispute concerns AT&T’s and Verizon’s respective obligations to deliver
their originating traffic to one another. The issue concerns each party’s respective
responsibility for the cost of transporting traffic from its switch to the other company’s
switch. The FCC’s rules make each party responsible for delivering its traffic to the
other party.” Therefore, Verizon is financially responsible for transporting its traffic to
AT&T’s switch location and AT&T is financially responsible for transporting its traffic
to Verizon’s switch location. Two points of interconnection are appropriate. Each party
is responsible for the cost of delivering its traffic through its network and into the

interconnection facility that connects the two networks. The cost of the interconnection

: 47 C.F.R.§ 51.305(a)(2).

The FCC has expressed the obligations of each carrier as follows: “The Local Competition Order requires
a carrier to pay the cost of facilities used to deliver traffic originated by that carrier to the network of its co-
carrier, who then terminates that wraffic and bilts the originating carrier for termination compensation. In
essence. the originating carrier holds itself out as being capable of transmiuting a telephone call to any end-
user, and is responsible for paying the cost of delivering the call to the network of the co-carrier who will
then terminate the call. Under the Commission’s regulations, the cost of the facilities used to deliver this

affic is the originating carrier’s responsibility, becayse these facilities are part of the originating carrier’s
network. The originating carrier recovers the costs of these facilities through the rates it charges its own
customers for making calls. This regime represents “rules of the road” under which all carriers operate, and
which make it possible for one company’s customer to call any other customer even if that customer is
served by another telephone company.” In the matter of TSR Wireless v. U.S. West, FCC 00-194,
Refeased June 21, 2000 (ISR Wireless) Y 34 (emphasis added).




facility itself is shared consistent with the rules set forth by the FCC in 1062 of the 1996
First Report and Order.'® In sum, those rules require that the carriers share the cost of the
interconnection facility based upon each carrier’s percentage of the traffic passing over
the facility.

The interconnection architecture described above is fair to both carriers. Each
carrier is responsible for the cost of transporting its traffic through its network to the edge
of its network. Both carriers then equitably share the cost of the interconnection facility
which connects the two networks, based on each carrier’s share of the traffic that passes
over the interconnection facility.

ISSUE 8

This issue concerns the right of a terminating carrier to charge a rate, equivalent
to the rate for dedicated transport, to the originating carrier, when the terminating carrier
provides the transport of the originating carrier’s traffic between the two networks.
Specifically, AT&T has proposed charging the unbundled transport rate when it provides
transport service for Verizon traffic from the point of interconnection (when the point of
interconnection is located at Verizon’s switch) to the AT&T switch. The Proposed Order
rejected this proposal and AT&T appealed.

As previously noted with respect to Issue 7, FCC precedent makes each carrier
financially responsible for the cost of delivering its traffic to the other carrier’s network

for termination. AT&T asks the Commission to clarify that the unbundled dedicated

? In the Matter of Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions in the Telecommunications Act of
1996: Interconnection between Local Exchange Carriers and Commercial Mobile Radio Service Providers.
First Report and Order; CC Docket Nos, 96-98, 95-185: |1 FCC Red 15499; FCC 96-325 (1996) (“ Local
Competition Order” or “First Report and Order”}, § 1062.

10



transport rates the Commission has established apply to the service at issue here, such as
if AT&T were to provide transport of Verizon traffic from a point of interconnection in
Annapolis to AT&T switches in Baltimore.

Verizon asserts that the only payment to a terminating carrier is the ‘transport and
termination rate’ as established by the Commission in the reciprocal compensation
charge. No change to the existing reciprocal compensation rate is called for. Verizon
notes that the only reciprocal compensation rate a carrier is entitled to is the end office
switching rate, the tandem switching rate, and the common transport rate. AT&T has
offered no cost studies to show it is entitled to any other additional rate.

The Commission finds that AT&T’s proposal is appropriate and that language
reflecting the proposal should be included in the Interconnection Agreement. The
language should be mutual and provide for either AT&T or Verizon to charge a rate
equal to the rate for unbundled dedicated transport anytime either party provides the
transport of the other party’s originating traffic between the point of interconnection and
the terminating carrier’s switch.

The rate described above recovers the cost of the interconnection facility and is
prescribed by the FCC in 91062 of the Local Competition Order. The contract language
should reflect the guidance provided in that Order. The Commission notes that a rate
mechanism to cover the cost of the interconnection facility, or to cover the cost of
transport between the two networks, is separate from the reciprocal compensation rate.

The reciprocal compensation payment only reflects costs starting at the terminating



carrier’s switch.!' If the terminating carrier provides interconnection service to the other
carrier (i.e., service before its switch, dedicated transport, in effect) it is entitled to
compensation (in addition to reciprocal compensation) at total element long run

incremental costs (“TELRIC”) rates, pursuant to ¥ 1062 of the Local Compett:tion Order.
ISSUE 9
This issue concerns the terms and conditions under which Verizon may collocate
in AT&T’s premises. The Hearing Examiner properly ruled that the Commission has no
authority under the Telecommunications Act to establish the terms and conditions of
collocation offered by a competitive local exchange carrier (*CLEC”). He cited the
FCC’s ruling on this same issue in the Virginia arbitration:

Verizon argues that fairness dictates that it have collocation
choices comparable to those available to competitive LECs.
Verizon’s collocation obligations, however, arise primarily
under section 251 (c)(6) of the Act, which requires
incumbent LECs, but not competitive LECs, to provide
collocation to other carriers. Indeed, in the Local
Competition First Report and Order, the Commission
decided not to impose reciprocal section 251 (c)(2)
interconnection obligations on non-incumbents. It also
determined that a state commission’s imposition of section
251(c) obligations on non-incumbents would be
inconsistent with the Act. Thus Commission precedent
explicitly forecloses our imposition of collocation
obligations on petitioners pursuant to section 251 (¢)(6).
(Virginia Arbitration Order, |75, cited at page 22 of the
Proposed Order).

Verizon does not appeal the finding in the Proposed Order that AT&T is not
required to provide collocation to Verizon. But Verizon does seek clarification with

respect to the terms and conditions AT&T proposed in its contract and which the parties

1 - . . N
It reflecis the cost of the terminating carrier’s tandem switch. the cost of transport to the terminating
carrier's end office switch, and the cost of end office switching.

12



are disputing in connection with Issue 9. Specifically, Verizon asserts that AT&T has
proposed certain terms and conditions that are unnecessary in light of a pre-existing
agreement negotiated by the parties and are unreasonable and place onerous restrictions
and obligations on Verizon.

Verizon asserts that AT&T has included as part of its proposed contract Janguage
a separate set of terms and conditions governing the use of spare capacity of pre-existing
facilities and in doing so, AT&T ignores the fact that the parties have previously agreed,
in connection with another proceeding, to terms and conditions governing the treatment
of the Verizon facilities that already exist within AT&T’s switch locations. Verizon
requests that the Commission clarify that these same terms and conditions also apply to
the spare capacity of those pre-existing facilities to be used to exchange local traffic.
Thus, because Verizon’s presence at AT&T’s premises is already governed by an
existing agreement, AT&T’s Space License Schedule is unnecessary and should be
stricken from the Interconnection Agreement to avoid confusion.

The Proposed Order correctly found that neither the FCC nor a State Commission
can impose collocation terms and conditions on a CLEC. Both Verizon and AT&T
accept this conclusion. The Commission cannot dictate the terms and conditions for
collocation on AT&T’s premises. Additionally, the only way in which terms can be
included in an Interconnection Agreement is if the Commission orders their inclusion or
if the parties agree to their inclusion. Since the Commission cannot compel the inclusion
of collocation terms relating to AT&T’s premises, any such terms can be included in the

Interconnection Agreement only by mutual agreement of the parties. If the parties do not



agree on such terms, then there are no such terms to be included in the Interconnection
Agreement.

ISSUE 10

Verizon has requested clarification of three separate sub-issues relating to the
mid-span fiber meet form of interconnection.

Because the Proposed Order does not clearly address the issue, Verizon requests
that the Commission clarify that Verizon has the right to choose the location of its own
fiber optic electronics. Verizon asserts that AT&T’s proposal would unreasonably permit
AT&T to designate unilaterally both the location where the parties’ fiber optic cables will
meet and the Verizon central office where Verizon will install its own fiber optic
electronics. Verizon’s mid-span fiber meet proposal would allow each party to provide
the appropriate fiber optic electronics in its own “designated wire center.” Verizon
asserts that its proposal will have no operational or financial impact on AT&T, and that
the only compensation AT&T would be required to pay Verizon would be the reciprocal
compensation rate determined by the central office area requested by AT&T. Verizon’s
proposal thus guarantees Verizon the ability to design its network efficiently, and yet will
have no negative impact on AT&T.

AT&T opposes Verizon’s proposal because it would expose AT&T to the risk of
improper billing for calls delivered to AT&T- designated central offices and greater cost
for dedicated transport used to deliver calls to points beyond the AT&T designated
central offices. AT&T notes that Verizon has adduced no proof that it has technical
solutions to the concerns raised by AT&T's witnesses regarding the risk that the

placement of Verizon’s electronics in alternative locations will result in AT&T being
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improperly charged for traffic sent over an affected mid-span fiber meet arrangement.
Nor has Verizon stated specifically that when AT&T orders dedicated transport from the
AT&T-designated central office (Verizon’s end of a mid-span fiber meét arrangement) to
another, more distant Verizon end office, AT&T will only be charged a distance-
sensitive rate reflecting that distance alone, rather than the distance between the end
office in which Verizon placed its electronics and the more distant Verizon end office.

Notwithstanding these concerns, AT&T notes that if the Commission grants
Verizon’s appeal, it should explicitly condition such approval on AT&T being held
harmless from the operational, technical, and financial risks posed by Verizon placing its
electronics in central offices other than the ones designated by AT&T. AT&T proposed
three safeguards that should be adopted if Verizon is permitted to choose where to place
its electronics.

The Commission concludes that Verizon should be permitted to choose the
location of its electronics at its end of a mid-span meet, subject to the safeguards
proposed by AT&T. This resolution allows Verizon to efficiently manage its network
while also insuring that AT&T receives the advantages of the mid-span interconnection it
orders.

The parties are directed to include language in the Interconnection Agreement
which: permits Verizon to choose the location of its electronics in a mid-span meet
arrangement; describes how Verizon will prevent its billing system from charging the
tandem rate for traffic terminated at the AT&T-designated Verizon wire center by way of
the alternative Verizon wire center; makes the relevant Verizon billing system subject to

periodic audits to determine the effectiveness of Verizon’s manual efforts to prevent
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overcharges; provides for the prompt refund of identified overcharges; provides that
when AT&T uses dedicated transport to forward traffic from a mid-span meet
arrangement, AT&T must not be charged more for dedicated transport than would have
applied had Verizon placed its electronics in the end office designated by AT&T, and
provides that AT&T shall compensate Verizon at the end office reciprocal compensation
rate, and no other charges would apply in a mid-span meet arrangement, for calls that are
not switched at the Verizon tandem switch, calls that are carried on direct trunk groups to
Verizon end offices, without regard to the placement of Verizon’s electronics.

The second sub-issue which has been raised concerns the location of the point of
interconnection on a mid-span meet. Verizon asks the Commission to reject AT&T's
dual point of interconnection proposal and to rule that the sole point of interconnection on
a mid-span fiber meet occurs at the location where the fiber optic cables of both parties
are connected.

Verizon asserts that AT&T’s proposal would allow it to demand the use of two
separate points of interconnection — one for terminating AT&T’s traffic and another for
terminating Verizon’s traffic. Verizon characterizes AT&T’s proposal as unlawful for
the reasons it discussed under Issue 7: the FCC’s rules permit the CLEC to select the
point of interconnection, but Verizon is entitled to exchange its traffic with AT&T at a
single point of interconnection.

AT&T responds that in a mid-span fiber meet arrangement, each party contributes
to the cost of the arrangement and each party thereby acquires an interest in one half of
the capacity over the entire span. Because the originating party thus acquires capacity

over the entire length of the span for delivery to the terminating party, there is no
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rationale for the terminating party to charge the originating party for transport, over a
mid-span meet, from the splice point to the terminating carrier’s end of the span. AT&T
proposes that the Commission conclude that in a mid-span meet arrangement, the point of
interconnection for a traffic-originating party is at the distant end of the span from the
party’s perspective and that, as a result, there are two point of interconnections in such
arrangements.

The discussion of this issue by the parties reads as though they were debating the
physical point of interconnection. In reality, the issue concerns the financial
consequences that flow from designation of a point of interconnection. That issue was
resoived in Issues 7 and 8 above. The sole distinction associated with this issue — Issue
10 — is that in this instance the form of interconnection being used is a mid-span meet.
The distinctive feature of a mid—span meet is that both parties contribute to the cost of its
construction. That feature dictates the resolution of the issue of whether or not a charge
can be levied for use of the mid-span meet.

The argument over whether there is a single point of interconnection in the middle
of the span or whether there are two points of interconnection at either end is not helpful
in resolving this issue. The point where the cables connect can, philosophically, be
considered the point of interconnection on a mid-span meet because in a mid-span meet
each party will pay the cost of constructing the facilities. Either end can also be
considered the two points of interconnection. Also, the entire mid-span meet itself can be
considered the point of interconnection. However one conceives of the point of
interconnection, or points of interconnection, each party is obligated to bring its traffic

infto the mid-span meet. The designation of either one or two points of interconnection
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has no effect upon the financial obligations of each party to contribute to building the
mid-span meet, or the obligations of each party to deliver its traffic into the mid-span
meet facility, or the obligation of each party to pay reciprocal compensation for traffic it
delivers to the mid-span meet. Finally, there should be no transport charge for use of the
mid-span meet if it is a mutually constructed facility. Neither party should charge the
other for the use of a facility built by both parties. If the interconnection is not a mid-
span meet, or is not mutually constructed or mutually paid for, transport charges may be
levied consistent with Y1062 of the Local Competition Order.

The final mid-span meet related issue concerns the time frame within which the
partics must implement a requested mid-span meet. The parties do not dispute that the
Mid-Span Fiber Meet facilities shall be activated within 120 days from the initial
implementation meeting, which shall be held within 10 business days of receipt of a
request for a mid-span meet. However, they do disagree concerning the process to be
employed in order to delay the 120-day activation deadline.

Verizon requests that the Commission clarify that the parties are entitled to use
the Interconnection Agreement’s dispute resolution process to resolve disagreements
about extensions of the 120-day implementation deadline. Verizon notes that under
AT&T’s proposal, in order to extend the activation date for the mid-span fiber meet
arrangement, a party must request and be granted a stay of the timeframe by the
Commission.

Verizon asserts that AT&T’s proposed language fails to address the need for a
reasonable and efficient way for the parties to seek to extend the timeline. AT&T's

proposed process would be cumbersome and unnecessarily burdensome. Requiring the
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parties to formally petition the Commission for a stay of the deadline every time they
need some additional time to work out the engineering and operational details of a
particular mid-span fiber meet arrangement would waste both the parties’ and the
Commission’s resources. Verizon believes that the dispute resolution process s far more
likely to yield quick and efficient resolution of implementation issues than litigation of a
formal petition before the Commission.

AT&T proposes that the timeframe now effective in Virginia also apply in
Maryland. Under that timeframe, a requested mid-span meet arrangement must be
operational within 120 days after the parties’ initial meeting, which will be held within 10
days of AT&T’s request, absent an explicit delay granted by the Commission.

AT&T believes that Verizon’s proposal will give Verizon unlimited discretion to
divert every request for a mid-span fiber meet arrangement to the open-ended and costly
dispute resolution process. AT&T asserts that its right to this form of interconnection
would effectively be nullified under Verizon’s proposal since AT&T’s potential
customers will not wait indefinitely for the provisioning of facilities. Instead, they will
turn to a competing carrier that can and wili give reliable installation dates, and most
certainly Verizon will make such commitments to retain and win back customers. AT&T
urges the Commission to confirm that Verizon will be subject to the same binding
timetable as now applics under the Verizon-AT&T interconnection agreement in
Virginia.

The Hearing Examiner clearly adopted a 120-day timeframe within which a mid-
span meet must be made operational. However, the resolution of the sub-issue regarding

extension of that timeframe is not clear. The Commission confirms the 120-day



timeframe and directs that this timeframe can only be extended by explicit Commission
order. The importance of timely interconnection cannot be overemphasized. The
Commission has recently issued an Order in a separate proceeding, which illustrates the
potential for delay that is inherent in the process.'? The Commission rejects Verizon’s
proposal, which could allow a unilateral delay in interconnection to occur by invocation
of the dispute resolution provisions of the Interconnection Agreement. The Commission
concludes that a mid-span meet should be operational within 120 days of the request,
absent a Commission order extending the timeframe. The Commission notes that this
resolution is consistent with the terms of the party’s Virginia Interconnection Agreement.

ISSUE 15

This issue concerns the terths and conditions under which AT&T may purchase
trunks for exchange access. The trunks in question would connect AT&T’s local switch
with Verizon’s tandem switch and would haul toll traffic to the interexchange carrier
chosen by AT&T’s local end use customer. AT&T believes that this situation constitutes
interconnection under Section 251(c)2) of the Act, which must be provided at TELRIC
rates. Verizon believes that this situation constitutes retail access service, which must be
purchased at the rates set forth in Verizon’s access tariffs.

AT&T notes that Section 251(c)(2) requires Verizon to provide interconnection

with its network for the transmission and routing of telephone exchange service and

12 See, In the Matier of the Complaint of Core Communications, Inc. v. Verizon Maryland Inc., Case No.
8881, Order No. 78989, February 26, 2004 (“Upon consideration of the record in this case, including the
arguments on appeal by Verizon and response thereto by Core and Staif, the Commission agrees with the
findings of the Hearing Examiner in the Proposed Order that Verizon wrongfully delayed interconnecling
with Core, which delay viclated the standards of the parties Interconnection Agreement in contravention.of
that Agreement.”) Order No. 78989 at 5.
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exchange access. AT&T notes further that interconnection trunks must be priced at
TELRIC pursuant to Sections 251(c)(2)(D) and 252(d)(1). It cites the Local Competition
Order, which held at § 620 that “[i]n arbitrations of interconnection arrangements, or in
rulemakings the results of which will be applied in arbitrations, states must set prices for
interconnection and unbundled network elements based on the forward-looking, long-run,
incremental cost methodology we describe below [i.e., TELRIC].” Finally, AT&T notes
that the FCC considered the same issue as that presented here and concluded in the
Virginia Arbitration Order that TELRIC rates must apply.

Verizon requests that the Commission affirm the Proposed Order, which found
that AT&T’s position would “eliminate the long standing access charge regime” for
access toll connecting trunks and “‘essentially invalidate most access charges, a step
neither the Federal Government nor the states have taken.” Verizon relies upon the
Triennial Review Order,” in which the FCC made clear that facilities such as access toll
connecting trunks are not unbundled network elements and thus need not be made
available at unbundled network elements rates. Verizon notes that the FCC ruled that an

bt

incumbent local exchange carrier’s (“ILEC’s”) unbundling obligation applies only “to
those transmission facilities connecting incumbent LEC switches and wire centers within
a LATA” and this definition necessarily excludes access toll connecting trunks, which

connect a CLEC’s switch and an ILEC’s access tandem for the sole purpose of

transporting exchange access traffic (rather than local traffic). Verizon notes that the

' In the Matters of the Review of the Section 251 Unbundling Obligations of Incumbent Local Exchange
Carriers; Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996;
Deployment of Wireline Services Offering Advances Telecommunications Capability, Report and Order
on Remand and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking; CC Docket Nos. (11-338, 96-98. and 98-147. 18
FCC Red 16978: FCC 03-36 (2003) (*“ Triennial Review Order™).
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dedicated transport unbundled network element does not encompass facilities used to
connect a CLEC’s network with the ILEC’s network.

The Commission has carefully considered the arguments presented with respect to
this issue and concludes that AT&T’s position is correct. The Commission finds most
persuasive the FCC’s resolution of this issue in the Virginia Arbitration Order.'* As the
FCC noted in that Order, the situation in question constitutes the joint provision of
switched exchange access to an interexchange carrier by two local exchange carriers, in
this case AT&T and Verizon. When two local exchange carriers jointly provide such
exchange access, Verizon should assess any charges for its access services upon the
relevant interexchange carrier, not upon the other local exchange carrier. Thus, the
assertion that this resolution of the issue “would eliminate the long standing access
charge regime” for access toll connecting trunks and “essentially invalidate most access
charges” is incorrect. Access charges remain payable by interexchange carriers, as they
have always been. By the same token, the service provided by Verizon to AT&T
operating as a local exchange carrier, is interconnection for the purpose of providing
exchange access, and interconnection must be priced at TELRIC rates, pursuant to
Sections 251(c)Y{2XD) and 252(d). The Commission notes in this regard that Verizon is
correct in its argument that the facilities in question cannot be considered an unbundled
network element — unbundled dedicated transport — given the Triennial Review Order.
However, that Order only reduced Verizon’s obligations with respect to unbundled
network elements, and nothing in that Order reduced Verizon’s interconnection

obligations. As noted above, the issue here is interconnection, and interconnection must

H Firginia Arbitration Order, 177,
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be priced at TELRIC, like unbundled network elements, pursuant to the Act and the
Local Competition Order. Therefore, the TELRIC rate previously established by this
Commission for unbundled dedicated transport is also the correct rate to be charged for
this interconnection.

ISSUE 30

AT&T seeks an Order permitting its technicians to do the work of moving the
jumper wire when a customer in a multi-tenant environment (such as an office building)
changes its service from Verizon to AT&T. The Hearing Examiner denied this request,
noting that AT&T’s technicians are not trained on Verizon’s network.

AT&T notes that the act of disconnecting and connecting facilities involves both
AT&T and Verizon networks, and any technician training implications should be just as
applicable to Verizon as to AT&T. AT&T has as much incentive as Verizon to preserve
the integrity of the networks with which it interconnects, and its technicians are as
comprehensively trained as Verizon’s.

Verizon asserts that there is no basis in law or fact for the unnecessary and
potentially dangerous concept that AT&T technicians have a right to perform work on
Verizon’s network. Verizon asserts that the work involved could be complex in some
instances and could impose a risk of service being interrupted. Verizon also notes that
there is no evidence indicating that Verizon has used its right to perform cross connects
involving its on-premises wiring to impede competition in multi-tenant environments.

With regard to this issue, the Proposed Order is affirmed. The work of

rearranging wiring on Verizon’s side of the network interface device shall continue to be
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Verizon’s responsibility. Of course, AT&T has the right to have its technicians present to

observe the work if it wishes.

ISSUE 31.5

Verizon seeks a ruling clarifying that AT&T will be responsible for all of the
costs of any necessary modifications to Verizon’s Operations Support Systems (“OS$S”)
required by AT&T’s decision not to use Verizon’s loop qualification database.

AT&Ts proposed language provides that “Verizon shall bill and AT&T shall pay
any charges incurred by Verizon in connection with modifications to its loop pre-
qualification OSS that are made at AT&T’s request and as a result of AT&T’s decision to
use non-Verizon loop prequalification tools.” Verizon objects to this language and
requests that the Commission clarify that AT&T will be responsible for the charges for
modifications to Verizon’s OSS that are reasonably required, even if the particular
modifications are not explicitly made “at AT&T’s request.” Verizon requests an Order
that clarifies that AT&T must pay any charges incurred by Verizon in connection with
modifications to its OSS that are required by AT&T’s decision to use its own loop
prequalification tools.

This issue was addressed by the FCC in the Virginia Arbitration. The FCC
specifically ordered that the language noted above, which Verizon objects to should be
included in the Verizon-AT&T Virginia Interconnection Agreement. The Commission
finds the FCC’s resolution of this issue compelling and directs the parties to include the
same language in the Maryland Interconnection Agreement. The FCC noted that:

Finally, AT&T and Verizon cannot agree on language to

implement the Bureau’s ruling that, if it is technically
feasible and if AT&T is willing to pay, Verizon must
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modify its operations support systems (OSS) to permit
AT&T to use non-Verizon loop qualification tools for line
splitting. Verizon seeks to add language that would require
AT&T 1o pay any charges incurred by Verizon in
connection with modifications to its loop pre-qualification
OSS that are made “as a result of AT&T’s decision to use
non-Verizon loop pre-qualification tools.” AT&T’s
proposal would require it to pay any charges incurred by
Verizon in connection with modifications to its loop pre-
qualification OSS that are made “at AT&T’s request.”
AT&T argues that Verizon’s proposal would permit
Verizon to charge AT&T for unquantified and unnecessary
system modification costs. AT&T also disputes the need
for Verizon to modify its OSS at all when AT&T performs
an alternate loop qualification.  Verizon argues that
AT&T’s proposal would leave it entirely to AT&T’s
discretion whether to pay Verizon for modifications that it
makes to its OSS to accommodate AT&T’s (or a third-
party’s) loop qualification tools. According to Verizon,
such a result would be contrary to the Bureau’s ruling.

We find both parties’ proposed language to be reasonable,
and thus direct the parties to incorporate both proposals
into the agreement as follows: “Verizon shall biil and
AT&T shall pay any charges incurred by Verizon in
connection with modifications to its loop pre-qualification
OSS that are made at AT&T's request and as a result of
AT&T’s decision to use non-Verizon loop pre-qualification
tools.” Both parties appear to be concerned about extreme
interpretations of the other’s language that are not
supported by the Arbitration Order. We do not suggest,
nor does the adopted language suggest, that AT&T may
enjoy the benefits of modifications without paying for
them. Nor may Verizon bill AT&T, as AT&T fears, for
OSS modifications that are not reasonably required by
AT&T’s decision to use non-Verizon loop qualification
tools. This must be a collaborative effort and we expect the
parties to work together in good faith to address what
modifications, if any, are necessary. We also expect
Verizon to provide AT&T with information that is both
adequate and sufficiently timely so that AT&T may decide
whether to proceed with the use of non-Verizon loop
qualification tools. "

'* Memorandum Opinion and Order, DA- 02-2576, 4 9-10 (October 8, 2002).
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IT IS THEREFORE, this 7™ day of July, in the Year Two Thousand Four,
ORDERED: That Verizon and AT&T shall file an Interconnection Agreement

consistent with the directions given in this Order.

/s/ Kenneth D. Schisler

/s/ J. Joseph Curran, 111

/s/ Harold D. Williams

/s/ Allen M. Freifeld
Commissioners
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
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TO: Office of Administrative Law Judge

FROM: James J. McNulty, Secretary B
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Attached is a copy of a Petition for Arbitration of Interconnection
Rates, Terms, and Conditions, with Armstrong Telephone Company North,
filed in connection with the above docketed proceeding.
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