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Re: Petition for Arbitration oftnterconnection Rates, Terms, and Conditions 

Dear Secretary McNulty: 

Enclosed for filing please find an original plus 2 (two) copies of a Petition for Arbitration of 
Interconnection Rates, Terms and Conditions between Core Communications Inc. and 
Armstrong Telephone Conipany North; Armstrong Telephone Company ofPennsylvania; 
Buffalo Valley Telephone Company; Conestoga Telephone & Telegraph Co.; Denver & 
Ephrata Telephone and Telegraph; Hancock Telephone Company; Hickory Telephone 
Company; Lackawaxen Telecommunications Services, Inc.; Laurel Highland Telephone 
Company; North Penn Telephone Company; North Pittsburgh Telephone Company; 
North-Eastern Pennsylvania Telephone Company;Palmerton Telephone Company; 
Pennsylvania Telephone Company; Pymatuning Independent Telephone Company; South 
Canaan Telephone Company; Venus Telephone Corp.; West Side Telephone Company; 
and Yukon Waltz Telephone Company. Core Communications hereby requests that the 
Commission establish a docket number for this matter and proceed to make the necessary 
determinations requested in the Petition. 

Best regards, 

STEVENS & LEE 

Enclosure 
Micha 

cc: Patricia Armstrong 
Office of Consumer Advocate 
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Wilkes-Barre 
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Princeton 
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PETITION FOR ARBITRATION 

Pursuant to Section 252 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("Act"), Core 

Communications, Inc. ("Core ") hereby requests that the Pennsylvania Public Utility 

Commission ("Commission") arbitrate, on an expedited basis, the terms and conditions of 

interconnection between Core and Armstrong Telephone Company North; Armstrong 

Telephone Company ofPennsylvania; Buffalo Valley Telephone Company; 

Conestoga Telephone & Telegraph Co.; Denver & Ephrata Telephone and 

Telegraph; Hancock Telephone Company; Hickory Telephone Company; 

Lackawaxen Telecommunications Services, Inc.; Laurel Highland Telephone 

Company; North Penn Telephone Company; North Pittsburgh Telephone 

Company; North-Eastern Pennsylvania Telephone Company;Palmerton Telephone 

Company; Pennsylvania Telephone Company; Pymatuning Independent Telephone 

Company; South Canaan Telephone Company; Venus Telephone Corp.; 

West Side Telephone Company; and Yukon Waltz Telephone Company. The 

aforementioned companies have been negotiating an interconnection agreement 

collectively as members ofthe Rural Telephone Company Coalition ("RTCC"), 

represented by the same counsel. As such, Core is requesting a consolidated arbitration 

of the interconnection rates, terms and conditions with all of the aforementioned 

companies, who hereinafter, shall be referred to as the RTCC for purposes of this 

Petition. 

In essence, despite numerous discussions and exchanges of information during 

months of negotiations, the RTCC has simply refused to engage in good faith 



negotiations with Core concerning several substantive terms and conditions of 

interconnection. 

Core accordingly requests that the Commission commence arbitration pursuant to 

section 252 of the Act to resolve the open interconnection issues between the parties, 

enter an order addressing the issues raised by Core in the Statement of Disputed Issues 

attached hereto as Appendix 2, and require the RTCC to accept all terms and conditions 

presented by Core that are mandated by applicable law and regulations. Further, to the 

extent that the disputed issues are not specifically controlled by established law and 

regulations, Core requests that the Commission resolve each of the disputed issues listed 

in the attached Statement of Disputed Issues (Appendix 2) by ordering the RTCC to 

incorporate Core 's positions in the interconnection agreement that is ultimately executed 

by the parties. 

In further support of this Petition, Core states as follows: 

PARTIES 

1, Core Communications Inc. is a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier ("CLEC") 

authorized to provide competitive local exchange services in Pennsylvania.. 

2, The RTCC companies are incumbent local exchange carriers ("ILECs") in 

Pennsylvania. 

JURISDICTION 

3, The Commission has jurisdiction over Core's petition pursuant to section 

252(b)(1) ofthe Act, 47 U.S.C. § 252(b)(1). Under the Act, parties to a requested 



negotiation under section 252 may-, at any time during the period from the 135 to the 

160 day (inclusive) after the date on which an incumbent local exchange carrier receives 

a request for negotiation, petition the Commission for arbitration of any issues that 

remain open at that time. 47 U.S.C. § 252(b). 

4. As discussed more fully below, Core requested negotiations with RTCC on 

August 17, 2005, and the RTCC companies received the requests on August 19, 2005. 

The arbitration window accordingly opened on January 2, 2006 and closes after January 

26. 2006 

BACKGROUND AND HISTORY OF NEGOTIATIONS 

5. On August 17, 2005, Core sent to the RTCC companies, by Federal Express 2 

day delivery or certified U.S. Mail, a series of bona fide requests for interconnection, 

requesting that the RTCC companies promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to 

establish an interconnection agreement, which the RTCC companies duly received on or 

after August 19, 2005'. Additionally, Core stated that this agreement should incorporate 

the particular terms and conditions that fulf i l l RTCC's duties under the Communications 

Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252.2 Copies of these letters 

were filed with the Commission Secretary on August 22, 2005 along with Core's 

Amended Application for Certification as a Competitive Local Exchange Carrier 

throughout the Commonwealth ofPennsylvania pursuant to the Commission's 

requirements. 

6. By letter dated August 25, 2005, Attorney Regina Matz of Thomas, Thomas, 

1 Appendix 3 (August 17, 2005 letters from Christopher Van De Verg to the RTCC companies, requesting 
negotiation of Interconnection Agreements). 
2 Id. 



Annstrong & Niesen indicated that her firm would be representing the RTCC Companies 

in a collective negotiation of an the interconnection agreement.3 

7. On August 29 and August 30, 2005, Core sent follow-up correspondence to the 

RTCC, by Federal Express 2 day delivery, which included Core's initial "draft" proposal 

for an interconnection agreement as a basis for further discussion 4 An electronic copy of 

Core's initial proposal was sent via email to Ms. Matz on August 30, 2005. 

8. The RTCC never provided specific language edits or a concrete counterproposal 

to Core's proposal. Instead, by letter dated October 19, 2005, the RTCC responded to 

Core's bona fide requests for interconnection and draft proposal with a draft proposal of 

its own. 5 

9. On November 22, 2005 and November 29, 2005, Core responded by email to the 

RTCC's initial draft proposal and requested an electronic version of the proposal 

questions and requested RTCC's comments on Core's proposed Interconnection 

Agreement.6 

10. On December 6, 2005, Core provided the RTCC with a redlined counterproposal 

to the RTCC's initial draft interconnection agreement.7 

11. On December 15, 2005, Core requested that the parties schedule a negotiating 

session to discuss the interconnection proposals, and in response, the RTCC suggested a 

J Appendix 4 (August 25, 2005 letter from Regina Matz to Chnstopher Van de Verg) 
4 Appendix 5 (August 29, 2005 letter from Christopher Van de Verg to Regina Matz, enclosing Core's 
initial draft proposal for an ICA and follow-up emails dated August 30, 2005) 
5 Appendix 6 (October 19, 2005 letter from Regina Matz to Christopher Van de Verg) and Appendix 7 
(RTCC initial draft interconnection proposal) 
6 Appendix 8 (November 22, 2005 and November 29, 2005 emails from Chris Van de Verg to Patricia 
Armstrong). 
7 Appendix 9 (December 6. 2005 Core redline counterproposal to RTCC initial draft ICA and 
accompanying email). 



conference call during the week of January 3-6, 2006. 

12. By email dated December 26, 2005, Core notified the RTCC that it had made 

several additional modifications to the RTCC's proposed ICA, namely, eliminating 

references to "POI", clarifying the process to establish "IP's", and clarifying that the 

parties may lease entrance facility-type interconnection from third parties.9 

13. By email dated December 26, 2005, Core explained its expectation to go through 

the RTCC's proposal line-by-line, page-by-page to flesh out existing issues.10 

14. On January 3, 2006, a negotiation session was held via teleconference to discuss 

the RTCC's proposal and Core's counterproposal. 

15. On January 12, 2006, with no reasonable progress being made in negotiations 

with RTCC, Core filed a Status Report on Interconnection Negotiations with the 

Commission Secretary, indicating that arbitration would most likely be necessary.1' 

16. By email dated January 19, 2005, Chris Van De Verg provided the RTCC with 

citations to legal authorities in support of Core's ICA proposal and requested specific 

authorities in support of the RTCC's position. Core also provided a preliminary list of 

Open issues between Core and the RTCC companies.12 

17. Notwithstanding Core's efforts to engage the RTCC companies in discussions, the 

RTCC has simply refused to engage in good faith negotiations with Core concerning 

Several substantive terms and conditions of interconnection. At the heart of these 

disputes between the parties, the RTCC has refused to accept its well settled obligation to 

8 Appendix 10 (December 15, 2005 email from Chris Van de Verg and responsive email from Patricia 
Armstrong dated December 19, 2005). 
9 Appendix 11 (December 26 email from Chris Van de Verg to Patricia Armstrong with attached redlined 
proposal) 
1 0 Appendix 12 (December 26 email from Chris Van de Verg to Patricia Armstrong) 
" Appendix 13 (January 12, 2006 Status Report on Interconnection Negotiations) 
1 2 Appendix 14 (January 19, 2006 email from Chris Van de Verg with attached legal authority and 
preliminary lis! of issues) 



pay reciprocal compensation for Section 251(b) (5) Traffic or intercarrier compensation 

for ISP-bound traffic as required by the Act, the FCC Rules, and the ISP Remand Order. 

Although the RTCC is of course free to propose terms that differ from the requirements 

of the Act, Core clearly rejected the RTCC's compensation proposals, and has repeatedly 

demonstrated its intention to negotiate an agreement with the RTCC that is based on the 

requirements of the Act. The RTCC simply has not reciprocated by negotiating with Core 

based on those requirements. A detailed Statement of Disputed Issues is attached hereto 

as Appendix 2. 

DISPUTED ISSUES 

18. While the detailed Statement of Disputed Issues attached hereto as Appendix 2 

outlines several differences between the parties, the most critical issues in dispute 

between Core and the RTCC concern the well settled legal obligation ofthe parties to pay 

reciprocal compensation.13 

1 3 As mral ILECs, The RTCC companies are not "exempt" from their duty to engage in good faith 
interconnection negotiations with Core. At page 15 in the Petition of Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon 
Wireless et at. Docket Nos. P-00021995 - P-00022001, P-00022005 - P-000220015, (Opinion and Order 
entered January 18, 2005). the Commission noted the conclusions of ALJ Weismandel on this issue. The 
ALJ concluded that the Rural ILECs' exemption did not relieve them of the duty to engage in negotiations 
and, if necessary, compulsory arbitration, concerning the issues of indirect interconnection and reciprocal 
compensation, (I.D. at 11). He disagreed with the Rural ILECs' claim that the exemption relieved them of 
the compulsory arbitration provisions of TA96 § 252(b). The ALJ provided the following rationale in 
support of his recommendation: 

The mral exemption set forth in Section 251(f)(1) of TA-96, by its own 
terms, only exempts a mral telephone company from the obligations set 
forth in Section 251 (c) ["Subsection (c) of this section shall not apply to a 
mral telephone company..." Section 251(f)(1)(A), emphasis added]. 
The obligations set forth in Section 251 (a) of TA-96 apply to all 
telecommunications carriers, including all ofthe Rural ILECs. Included 
among the Section 251 (a) obligations of Uie Rural ILECs is "the duty. .. 
to interconnect directly or indirectly with the facilities and equipment of 
other telecommunications carriers". TA-96, Section 251(a). Tlie 
obligations set forth in Section 251(b) of TA-96 apply to all local 
exchange carriers, including all of tlie Rural ILECs. Included among the 
obligations ofthe Rural ILECs is "[t]lie duty to establish reciprocal 
compensation arrangements for the transport and termination of 



19. With regard to "local" Section 251(b)(5) traffic, Core has proposed that the 

parties pay reciprocal compensation to each other for the transport and termination of 

Section 251(b)(5) Traffic, as required by the FCC's rules set forth in 51 C.F.R. §§701 et 

seq. (Subpart H—Reciprocal Compensation for Transport and Tennination of 

Telecommunications Traffic). In sharp contrast, the RTCC insists that the parties 

exchange Section 251(b)(5) traffic at "bill-and-keep" rates — in essence, creating a 

reciprocal compensation rate of zero. 

20. Similarly, Core maintains that the parties are also bound by the FCC's ISP 

Remand Order in connection with intercarrier compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic. 

Since the RTCC has not "elected" to adopt the FCC's pricing caps as set forth in 

paragraph 89 of the ISP Remand Order, 1 4 the ISP Remand Order requires the RTCC to 

"exchange ISP-bound traffic at the state-approved or state-arbitrated reciprocal 

compensation rates reflected in their contracts."15 Essentially, because the RTCC has not 

opted into the ISP Remand Order's pricing plan, the RTCC remains subject to pay the 

same reciprocal compensation rates for ISP-Bound Traffic that the RTCC receives in 

telecommunications." TA-96, Seciion 251(b)(5). The compulsory 
arbitration process established by Section 252(b) and (c) applies to "a 
request for interconnection, services, or network elements pursuant to 
section 251". TA-96, Section 252(a)(1), emphasis added. Consequently, 
despite the Rural ILECs' Section 251 (f)( 1) exemption, if they do not reach 
a voluntary agreement with Cellco [Verizon Wireless] they are subject to 
compulsory arbitration as to the issues of indirect interconnection under 
Section 251(a) and reciprocal compensation under Section 251(b)(5), 
among other issues. Keeping in mind "the relief sought by Cellco 
[Verizon Wireless]" as including compulsory arbitration ofan 
interconnection agreement between Cellco [Verizon Wireless] and the 
Rural ILECs pursuant to Section 252(b) of TA-96, the Section 251(0(1) 
exemption is not so much irrelevant as it is inapplicable. 

(I.D. at 11). 

1 4 ISP Remand Order, at T|89. 
15 fd. 



connection with other non-access traffic—for example, wireless traffic. 1 6 As with local 

traffic, the RTCC insists that the parties must exchange ISP-Bound Traffic at "bill-and-

keep" rates—again creating an intercarrier compensation rate of zero 

21. The RTCC's refusal to acknowledge that reciprocal compensation is payable for 

ail traffic except interstate or interexchange access traffic is contrary to Section 251 

(b)(5) ofthe Act and FCC rules implementing Section 251(b)(5). The RTCC's refusal to 

acknowledge that intercarrier compensation for ISP-bound traffic is payable is contrary to 

ihe ISP Remand Order1. 

22. Section 251(c)(1) of the Act provides that ILECs have a "duty to negotiate in 

good faith the particular terms and conditions of (interconnection) agreements to 

fulf i l l the duties described in paragraphs (1) through (5) of subsection (b) and this 

subsection." The Act further provides that a refusal to negotiate constitutes a violation of 

this duty. Section 252 (b) of the Act states: "Refusal to Negotiate. The Refusal of any 

other party to the negotiation to participate further in the negotiations .... shall be 

considered a failure to negotiate in good faith." 

23. Similarly, Rule 51.301 identifies two types of conduct that, by definition, 

constitute violations of the duty to negotiate in good faith. This rule states that a carrier 

violates the duty by "intentionally obstructing or delaying negotiations or resolutions of 

disputes."19 

24. The RTCC's continued refusal to agree to interconnection terms and conditions 

1 6 Opinion and Order. Joint Petition of Nextlink Pennsylvania, Inc. et al., PAPUC Docket Nos, P-
0099! 648 and P-00991649 
17 Order on Remand and Report and Order, In the Matter ofthe Implementation ofthe Local 
Competition Provisions in the Telecommunications Act of 1996—Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound 
Traffic, CC Docket No. 96-98, at^|36 (Rel. April 27, 2001)("/5/J Remand Order"). 
1 8 47 C.F.R. 51.301(c) 
1 9 47 C.F.R. 51.301(c)(8) 



that are mandated by applicable law and regulations has resulted in the interconnection 

negotiations being completely stalled. In essence, the RTCC's refusal to acknowledge 

the effect of controlling law on basic interconnection terms and conditions is the central 

cause of the breakdown in these negotiations, and should not be considered negotiating in 

"good faith.".20 

25. The FCC has emphasized that "aggressive enforcement" by state commissions of 

the duty to negotiate in good faith is essential to ensure that "arbitrations that result in 

completed interconnection agreements that will afford consumers a choice of service 

providers over the long term."21 Accordingly, the FCC has directed state commissions "to 

enforce vigorously all carriers' duty to negotiate in good faith."22 Noting that this duty is 

"a vital component of the Act", at least one state commission has authorized a party to a 

negotiation to request sanctions if it believes that another party is obstructing the 

negotiation process.23 

26. To carry out the FCC's directive, the Commission should immediately order the 

RTCC to accept those terms and conditions presented by Core that are mandated by 

applicable law and regulations, including, at a minimum, Core's proposals with respect to 

2 0 See also, Petition of Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless et al. Docket Nos. P-00021995 - P-
00022001, P-00022005 - P-000220015, (Opinion and Order entered January 18, 2005) at page 21, where 
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission stated: "...we conclude that the Rural ILECs' interpretation of 
their legal responsibilities under TA96 §§ 251 and 252, that they are not subject to compulsory and binding 
arbitration of unresolved issues that may arise in the course of negotiations with Verizon Wireless, would 
constitute a violation of the general obligation of incumbent local exchange carriers to engage in good faith 
negotiations. See 47 C.F.R. § 51.301(c)(6).20 We would agree withthe statements of Nextel that, at this 
juncture, the lack of binding arbitration on unresolved issues could result in an open-ended process which 
would run counter to the goals of TA96....,' 

2 1 MCI Preemption Order, paragraph 35. 

2 2 Id, at paragraph 29 
2 3 Order, Implementation of Mediation and Arbitration Provisions ofthe Federal Telecommunications Act 
of 1996, Case No. 96-463-TP-UNC, 1996 Ohio PUC Lexix 434, at 13-14(Ohio P.S.C. July 18, 1996). 



implementation of reciprocal compensation and intercarrier compensation.24 Such an 

order would not only give meaning to the requirement to negotiate in good faith, it would 

also eliminate the primary disputes between the parties, clearing the way for a negotiated 

resolution of other, less significant disputed issues. 

Expeditious Resolution of Disputed Issues 

27. Core respectfully requests that the Commission address and resolve these issues 

on an expedited basis. Failing to do so would reward the RTCC's delaying and 

obstructive behavior while unnecessarily preventing Core from providing competitive 

services to Pennsylvania customers. 

28. In furtherance of its request for resolution on an expedited basis, Core is 

submitting all potentially relevant documents as required by Section 252 (b)(2), including 

relevant correspondence between the parties and relevant drafts of the proposed 

Interconnection Agreements. 

Relief Requested 

WHEREFORE, Core requests that the Commission commence an arbitration 

pursuant to Section 252 of the Act to resolve the issues raised by Core in the Statement of 

Disputed Issues attached hereto as Appendix 2, and enter an order requiring the RTCC 

companies to accept all terms and conditions proposed by Core that are mandated by 

applicable law and regulations, including, at a minimum, Core's proposals with respect to 

implementation of reciprocal compensation and intercarrier compensation . Alternatively, 

Core requests that the Commission resolve each of the disputed issues listed in the 

attached Statement of Disputed Issues (Appendix 2) in an expedited proceeding and order 

2 4 Appendix 2 sets forth the List of Disputed Issues in detail 



the RTCC to incorporate Core 's positions in the interconnection agreement that is 

ultimately executed by the parties. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Core Communications, Inc; 

BY /^WtWi 2. y^^f 
Renardo L. Hicks 
Attorney TD No 40404 
Michael A. Gruin, 
Attorney ID No. 78625 
Stevens & Lee 
17 N. 2nd St. 
16th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Tel. (717) 234-1090 
Fax (610) 988-0852 
FOR: 
CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on this 25th day of January, 2006 copies of the foregoing document 

have been served, via hand delivery, upon the persons listed below in accordance with the 

requirements of 52 Pa Code Sections 1.54 and 1.55 of the Commission's rules. 

Patricia Annstrong 
Thomas, Thomas Annstrong & Niesen 
212 Locust Street 
PO Box 9500 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500 
Counsel for the RTCC companies 

Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street 
5 lh Floor, Forum Place 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 

Office of Small Business Advocate 
Commerce Building, Suite 1102 
300 North Second Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 

PUC Office of Trial Staff 
Commonwealth Keystone Building 
2nd Floor, F West 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Respectfully submitted, 

Renardo L. Hicks, Esq. 
Stevens & Lee 
Attorney ID No.: 40404 
17 N. 2nd St. 
16th Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Tel. (717) 234-1090 
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[AMENDED, EXTENDED AND RESTATED] AGREEMENT 

P R E F A C E 

This Agreement shall be deemed effective as of ***Date*** (the "Effective Date"), between Core 
Communications, Inc. ("Core"), a corporation organized underthe laws ofthe District of 
Columbia, with offices at 209 West Street, Suite 302, Annapolis, MD 21401 and ***RLEC 
Acronym TXT"* , a corporation organized under the laws of the of 

. with offices at and Core may be 
referred to hereinafter, each, individually as a "Party", and, collectively, as the "Parties"). 

G E N E R A L TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

In consideration of the mutual promises contained in this Agreement, and intending to be legally 
bound, pursuant to Section 252 of the Act, ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** and Core hereby agree as 
follows: 

1. The Agreement 

a. This Agreement includes: (a) the Principal Document and, (b) an Order by a 
Party that has been accepted by the other Party. 

b. Except as otherwise expressly provided in the Principal Document (including, but 
not limited io, the Pricing Attachment), conflicts among provisions in the Principa! Document, 
Tariffs, and an Order by a Party that has been accepted by the other Party, shall be resolved in 
accordance with the following order of precedence, where the document identified in subsection 
"(a)" shall have the highest precedence: (a) the Principal Document; (b) the Tariffs; and, (c) an 
Order by a Party that has been accepted by the other Party. The fact that a provision appears in 
the Principal Document but not in a Tariff, or in a Tariff but not in the Principal Document, shall 
not be interpreted as, or deemed grounds for finding, a conflict for the purposes of this Section 0. 

c. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties on the 
subject matter hereof, and supersedes any prior or contemporaneous agreement, understanding, 
or representation, on the subject matter hereof, provided, however, notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Agreement or otherwise, this Agreement is an amendment, extension and 
restatement of the Parties' prior interconnection and resale agreement(s), if any, and, as such, 
this Agreement is not intended to be, nor shall it be construed to create, a novation or accord and 
satisfaction with respect to any prior interconnection or resale agreements and, accordingly, all 
monetary obligations of the Parties to one another under any prior interconnection or resale 
agreements shall remain in full force and effect and shall constitute monetary obligations of the 
Parties under this Agreement Except as otherwise provisioned in the Principal Document, the 
Principal Document may not be waived or modified except by a written document that is signed. 
by the Parties. Subject to the requirements of Applicable Law, a Party shall have the right to add, 
modify, or withdraw, its Tariff(s) at any time, without the consent of, or notice to, the other Party. 

2. Term and Termination 

This Agreement shall be effective as of the Effective Date and, unless cancelled or terminated 
earlier in accordance with the terms hereof, shall continue in effect until ***Date CO*** (the "Initial 
Term"). Thereafter, this Agreement shail continue in force and effect unless and until cancelled 
or terminated as provided in this Agreement. 

a. Either Core or ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** may terminate this Agreement effective 
upon the expiration of the Initial Term or effective upon any date after expiration of the Initial Term 
by providing written notice of termination at least ninety (90) days in advance of the date of 
termination. 
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b. If either Core or " "RLEC Acronym T X T " * provides notice of termination and on 
or before the proposed date of iermination either Core or " *RLEC Acronym TXT*** has 
requested negotiation of a new interconnection agreement, unless this Agreement is cancelled or 
terminated earlier in accordance with the terms hereof (inciuding, but not limited to, pursuant to 
Section 0), this Agreement shall remain in effect until the earlier of: (a) the effective date of a new 
interconnection agreement between Core and " *RLEC Acronym TXT* " ; or, (b) the date one (1) 
year after the proposed date of termination. 

c. If.eithec Core or " "RLEC Acronym TXT!!*, provides notice of termination and by 
11:59 PM Eastern Time on the proposed date of termination neither Core nor ***RLEC Acronym 
T X T " * has requested negotiation of a new interconnection agreement, (a) this Agreement will 
terminate at 11:59 PM Eastern Time on the proposed date of termination, and (b) the Services 
being provided under this Agreement at the time of termination will be terminated, except to the 
extent that the Purchasing Party has requested that such Services continue to be provided 
pursuant to an applicable Tariff or Statement of Generally Available Terms (SGAT). 

3. Attachments 

The followmg Attachments are a part of this Agreement: 

Interconnection Attachment 

Pricing Attachment 

4. Applicable Law 

The construction, interpretation and performance of this Agreement shall be governed by (a) the 
laws of the United States of America and (b) the laws of the State of [State], without regard to its 
conflicts of laws rules. All disputes relating to this Agreement shall be resolved through the 
application of such laws. 

a. Each Party shall remain in compliance with Applicable Law in the course of 
performing this Agreement. 

b. Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or failure in performance by it 
that results from requirements of Applicable Law, or acts or failures to act of any governmental 
entity or official. 

c. If any provision of this Agreement shall be invalid or unenforceable under 
Applicable Law, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not invalidate or render unenforceable 
any other provision of this Agreement, and this Agreement shall be construed as if it did not 
contain such invalid or unenforceable provision; provided, that if the invalid or unenforceable 
provision is a material provision of this Agreement, or the invalidity or unenforceability materially 
affects the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder or the ability of a Party to perform any 
material provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly renegotiate in good faith and 
amend in writing this Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable revisions to this 
Agreement as may be required in order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law. 

d. If any legislative, regulatory, judicial or other governmental decision, order, 
determination or action, or any change in Applicable Law, materially affects any material provision 
of this Agreement, the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder, or the ability of a Party to 
perform any material provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly renegotiate in good 
faith and amend in writing this Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable revisions to 
this Agreement as may be required in order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law. If 
within thirty (30) days of the effective date of such decision, determination, action or change, the 
Parties are unable to agree in writing upon mutually acceptable revisions to this Agreement, 
either Party may pursue any remedies available to it under this Agreement, at law, in equity, or 
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otherwise, including, but not limited to, instituting an appropriate proceeding before the 
Commission, the FCC, or a court of competent jurisdiction, without first pursuing dispute 
resolution in accordance with Section 0 of this Agreement. 

5. Assignment 

Neither Party may assign this Agreement or any right or interest under this Agreement, nor 
delegate'any obligation under this Agreement, without the prior written consent of the other Party, 
which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed. Any attempted 
assignment or delegation in violation of this Section 0 shall be void and ineffective and constitute 
default of this. Agreement 

6. Authorization 

a. " ' R L E C Acronym T X T * " represents and warrants thai it is a corporation duly 
organized, validly existing and in good standing under the laws of the '"Incorporation State-
Commonwealth T X T " * of ' " Incorporat ion State T X T " * and has full power and authority to 
execute and deiiver this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

b. " Core represents and warrants that it is a corporation duly organized, validly 
existing and in good standing under the laws of the " *CLEC Incorporation State-Commonwealth 
TXT*** of * "CLEC State of Incorporation MC***, and has full power and authority to execute and 
deliver this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

c. Core Certification. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, * "RLEC Acronym T X T * " shall have no 
obligation to perform under this Agreement until such time as Core has obtained such FCC and 
Commission authorization as may be required by Applicabfe Law for conducting business in 
[State]. Core shall not place any orders under this Agreement until it has obtained such 
authorization. Core shall provide proof of such authorization to * "RLEC Acronym T X T * " upon 
request. 

7. Bil l ing and Payment; Disputed Amounts 

a. Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, each Party shall submit to the 
other Party on a monthly basis in an itemized form, statement(s) of charges incurred bythe other 
Party under this Agreement-. 

b. Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, payment of amounts billed for 
Services provided under this Agreement, whether billed on a monthly basis or as otherwise 
provided in this Agreement, shall be due, in immediately available U.S. funds, on the.later of the 
following dates (the "Due Date"}: (a) the due date specified on the billing Party's statement; or (b) 
twenty (20) days after the date the statement is received by the billed Party. If any portion of an 
amount billed by a Party under this Agreement is subject to a good faith dispute between the 
Parties, the billed Party shall give notice to the billing Party of the amounts it disputes ("Disputed 
Amounts") and include in such notice the specific details and reasons for disputing each item. A 
Party may also dispute prospectively with a single notice a class of charges that it disputes. 
Notice of a dispute may be given by a Party at any time, either before or after an amount is paid, 
and a Party's payment of an amount shall not constitute a waiver of such Party's right to 
subsequently dispute its obligation to pay such amount or to seek a. refund of any amount paid. 
The billed Party shall pay by the Due Date all undisputed amounts. Billing disputes shall be 
subject to the terms of Section 11, Dispute Resolution. 

c. Charges due to the billing Party that are not paid by the Due Date, shall be 
subject to a late payment charge. The late payment charge shall be in an amount specified by 
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the billing Party which shal! not exceed a rate of one-and-one-half percent (1.5%) of the overdue 
amount (inciuding any unpaid previously billed late payment charges) per month. 

d. Although it is the intent of both Parties to submit timely statements of charges, 
failure by either Party to present statements to the other Party in a timely manner shall not 
constitute a breach or default, or a waiver of the right to payment of the incurred charges, by the 
billing Party under this Agreement, and, except for assertion of a provision of Applicable Law that 
limits the period in which a suit or other proceeding can be brought before a court or other 

, governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction to collect amounts due,.the billed Party shall not be 
entitled to dispute the billing Party's statement(s) based on the billing Party's failure to submit 
them in a timely fashion. 

8. Confidential i ty 

a. As used in this Section, "Confidential Information" means the following 
information that is disclosed by one Party ("Disclosing Party") to the other Party ("Receiving 
Party") in connection with, or anticipation of, this Agreement: 

i. Books, records, documents and other information disclosed in any audit; 

ii. Any forecasting information provided pursuant to this Agreement; 

iii. Customer Information (except to the extent that (a) the Customer 
information is published in a directory, (b) the Customer information is disclosed through or in the 
course of furnishing a Telecommunications Service, such as a Directory Assistance Service, 
Operator Service, Caller ID or similar service, or LIDB service, or (c) the Customer to whom the 
Customer Information is related has authorized the Receiving Party to use and/or disclose the 
Customer Information); 

iv. information related to specific facilities or equipment (including, but not 
limited to, cable and pair information); 

v. any information that is in written, graphic, electromagnetic, or other 
tangible form, and marked at the time of disclosure as "Confidential" or "Proprietary;" and 

vi. any information that is communicated orally or visually and declared to 
the Receiving Party at the time of disclosure, and by written notice with a statement of the 
information given to the Receiving Party within ten (10) days after disclosure, to be "Confidential 
or "Proprietary". 

b. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, a Party shall have the 
right to refuse to accept receipt of information which the other Party has identified as Confidential 
Information. 

c. Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the Receiving Party shall: 

i. use the Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party only 
in performance of this Agreement; and 

ii. using the same degree of care that it uses with similar confidential 
information of its own (but in no case a degree of care that is less than commercially reasonable), 
hold Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party in confidence and restrict 
disclosure of the Confidential Information solely to those of the Receiving Party's Affiliates and 
the directors, officers, employees. Agents and contractors of the Receiving Party and the 
Receiving Party's Affiliates, that have a need to receive such Confidential Information in order to 
perform the Receiving Party's obligations under this Agreement. The Receiving Party's Affiliates 
and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and contractors of the Receiving Party and'the 
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Receiving Party's Affiliates, shall be required by the Receiving Party to comply with the provisions 
of this Section 0 in the same manner as the Receiving Party. The Receiving Party shall be liable 
for any failure of the Receiving Party's Affiliates or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or 
contractors of the Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates, to comply with the 
provisions of this Section. 

iii. The Receiving Party shall return or destroy all Confidential Information 
received from the Disclosing Party, including any copies made by the Receiving Party, within 
thirty (30) days after a written request by the Disclosing Party is delivered to the Receiving Party, 
'except for (a) Confidential Information that the Receiving Party reasonably requires to perform its 
obligations under this Agreement, and (b) one copy for archival purposes only. 

d. Unless otherwise agreed, the obligations of this Section do not apply to 
information that: 

i. was, at the time of receipt, already in the possession of or known to the ' 
Receiving Party free of any obligation of confidentiality and restriction on use; 

ii. is or becomes publicly available or known through no wrongful act of the 
Receiving Party, the Receiving Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or 
contractors of the Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates; 

iii. is rightfully received from a third person having no direct or indirect 
obligation of confidentiality or restriction on use to the Disciosing Party with respect to such 
information; 

iv. is independently developed by the Receiving Party; 

v. is approved for disclosure or use by written authorization of the 
Disciosing Party (including, but not limited to, in this Agreement); or 

vi. is required to be disclosed by the Receiving Party pursuant to Applicable 
Law, provided that the Receiving Party shall have made commercially reasonable efforts to give 
adequate notice of the requirement to the Disclosing Party in order to enable the Disclosing Party 
to seek protective arrangements. 

e. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, the Receiving Party may use and 
disclose Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party to the extent necessary to 
enforce the Receiving Party's rights under this Agreement or Applicable Law. In making any such 
disclosure, the Receiving Party shall make reasonable efforts to preserve the confidentiality and 
restrict the use of the Confidential Information while it is in the possession of any person to whom 
it is disclosed, including, but not limited to, by requesting any governmental entity to whom the 
Confidential Information is disclosed to treat it as confidential and restrict its use to purposes 
related to the proceeding pending before it. 

f. The Disclosing Party shall retain all of the Disclosing Party's right, title and 
interest in any Confidential Information disclosed by the Disclosing Party to the Receiving Party. 
Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, no license is granted by this 
Agreement with respect to any Confidential Information (including, but not limited to, under any 
patent, trademark or copyright), nor is any such license to be implied solely by virtue of the 
disclosure of Confidential Information. 

g. The provisions of this Section shall be in addition to and not in derogation of any 
provisions of Applicable Law, including, but not limited to, 47 U.S.C. § 222, and are not intended 
to constitute a waiver by a Party of any right with regard to the use, or protection ofthe 
confidentiality of, CPNI provided by Applicable Law. 
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h. Each Party's obligations under this Section shall survive expiration, cancellation 
or termination of this Agreement. 

9. Counterparts 

This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an 
original and all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

10. Default 

If either Party ("Defaulting Party") fails to make a payment required by this Agreement (including, 
but not limited to, any payment required by Section 0 of undisputed amounts to the billing Party) 
or materially breaches any other material provision of this Agreement, and such failure or breach 
continues for thirty (30) days after written notice thereof from the other Party, the other Party may, 
upon obtaining the express approval of the Commission, FCC, or court of competent jurisdiction, 
(a) suspend the provision of any or all Services hereunder, or (b) cancel this Agreement and 
terminate the provision of all Services hereunder. 

11. Dispute Resolution 

Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, any dispute between the Parties regarding the 
interpretation or enforcement of this Agreement or any of its terms shall be addressed by good 
faith negotiation between the Parties. To initiate such negotiation, a Party must provide to the 
other Party written notice of the dispute that includes both a detailed description of the dispute or 
alleged nonperformance and the name of an individual who will serve as the initiating Party's 
representative in the negotiation. The other Party shall have ten Business Days to designate its 
own representative in the negotiation. The Parties' representatives shall meet at least once 
within 45 days after the date of the initiating Party's written notice in an attempt to reach a good 
faith resolution of the dispute. Upon agreement, the Parties' representatives may utilize other 
alternative dispute resolution procedures such as private mediation to assist in the negotiations, if 
the Parties have been unable to resolve the dispute within 45 days of the date of the initiating 
Party's written notice, either Party may pursue any remedies available to it under this Agreement, 
at law, in equity, or otherwise, including, but not limited to, instituting an appropriate proceeding 
before the Commission, the FCC, or a court of competent jurisdiction. 

12. Good Faith Performance 

The Parties shall act in good faith in their performance of this Agreement. Except as otherwise 
expressly stated in this Agreement (including, but not limited to, where consent, approval, 
agreement or a similar action is stated to be within a Party's sole discretion), where consent, 
approval, mutual agreement or a similar action is required by any provision of this Agreement, 
such action shall not be unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed. 

13. Headings 

The headings used in the Principal Document are inserted for convenience of reference only and 
are not intended to be a part of or to affect the meaning of the Principal Document. 

14. Indemnification 

Each Party ("Indemnifying Party") shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the other Party 
("Indemnified Party"), the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, and the directors, officers and employees 
of the Indemnified Party and the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, from and against any and all 
Claims that arise out of bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, or destruction or 
loss of, tangible real and/or personal property of any person, to the extent such injury, death, 
damage, destruction or loss, was proximately caused by the grossly negligent or intentionally 
wrongful acts or omissions of the Indemnifying Party, the Indemnifying Party's Affiliates, or the 
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directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors (excluding the Indemnified Party) of the 
Indemnifying Party or the Indemnifying Party's Affiliates, in connection with this Agreement. 

a. Indemnification Process. 

i. As used in this Section 0, "Indemnified Person" means a person whom 
an Indemnifying Party is obligated to indemnify, defend and/or hold harmless under Section 0. 

ii. An Indemnifying Party's obligations under this Section shall be 
conditioned upon the following: 

A. The Indemnified Person: (a) shall give the Indemnifying Party 
notice of the Claim promptly after becoming aware thereof {including a statement of facts known 
to the Indemnified Person related to the Claim and an estimate of the amount thereof); (b) prior to 
taking any material action with respect to a .Third Party Claim, shall consult with the Indemnifying 
Party as to the procedure to be followed in defending, settling, or compromising the Claim; (c) 
shall not consent to any settlement or compromise of a Third Party Claim without the written 
consent of the Indemnifying Party; (d) shall permit the Indemnifying Party to assume the defense 
of a Third Party Claim (including, except as provided below,.the compromise or settlement 
thereof) at the Indemnifying Party's own cost and expense, provided, however, that the 
Indemnified Person shall have the right to approve the Indemnifying Party's choice of legal 
counsel. 

B. If the Indemnified Person fails to comply with this Section with 
respect to a Claim, to the extent such failure shall have a material adverse effect upon the 
Indemnifying Party, the Indemnifying Party shall be relieved of its obligation to indemnify, defend 
and hold harmless the Indemnified Person with respect to such Claim under this Agreement. 

iii. Subject to the provisions below, the Indemnifying Party shall have the 
authority to defend and settle any Third Party Claim. 

A. With respect to any Third Party Claim, the Indemnified Person 
shall be entitled to participate with the Indemnifying Party in the defense of the Claim if the Claim 
requests equitable relief or other relief that could affect the rights of the Indemnified Person. In so 
participating, the Indemnified Person shall be entitled to employ separate counsel for the defense 
at the Indemnified Person's expense. The Indemnified Person shall also be entitled to 
participate, at its own expense, in the defense of any Cfaim, as to any portion of the Claim as to 
which it is not entitled to be indemnified, defended and held harmless bythe Indemnifying Party. 

B. In no event shall the Indemnifying Party settle a Third Party 
Claim or consent to any judgment with regard to a Third Party Claim without the prior written 
consent of the Indemnified Party, which shall not be unreasonably withheld, conditioned or 
delayed. In the event the settlement or judgment requires a contribution from or affects the rights 
of an Indemnified Person, the Indemnified Person shall have the right to refuse such settlement 
or judgment with respect to itself and, at its own cost and expense, take over the defense against 
the Third Party Claim, provided that,in such event the Indemnifying Party shall not be responsible 
for, nor shall it be obligated to indemnify or hold harmless the Indemnified Person against, the 
Third Party Claim for any amount in excess of such refused settlement or judgment.' 

b. The Indemnified Person shall, in all cases, assert any and all provisions in 
applicable Tariffs and Customer contracts that limit liability to .third persons as a bar to, or 
limitation on, any recovery by a third-person claimant. 

c. The Indemnifying Party and the Indemnified Person shall offer each other all 
reasonable cooperation and assistance in the defense of any Third Party Claim. 
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d. Each Party agrees that it will not implead or bring any action against the other 
Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or any of the directors, officers or employees of the other Party 
or the other Party's Affiliates, based on any claim by any person for personal injury or death that 
occurs in the course or scope of employment of such person by the other Party or the other 
Party's Affiliate and that arises out of performance of this Agreement. 

e. Each Party's obligations under this Section 0 shall survive expiration, 
cancellation or termination of this Agreement. 

15. (ntellectual Property 

Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, this Agreement shall not be construed as granting 
a license with respect to any patent, copyright, trade name, trademark, service mark, trade secret 
or any other intellectual property, now or hereafter owned, controlled or licensable by either Party. 
Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, neither Party may use any patent, copyrightable 
materials, trademark, trade name, trade secret or other intellectual property right, of the other 
Party except in accordance with the terms of a separate license agreement between the Parties 
granting such rights. 

Except as stated in Section 14, neither Party.shall have any obligation to defend, indemnify or 
hold harmless, or acquire any license or right for the benefit of, or owe any other obligation or 
have any liability to, the other Party or its Affiliates or Customers based on or arising from any 
Third Party Claim alleging or asserting that the provision or use of any service, facility, 
arrangement, or software by either Party under this Agreement, or the performance of any service 
or method, either alone or in combination with the other Party, constitutes direct, vicarious or 
contributory infringement or inducement to infringe, or misuse or misappropriation of any patent, 
copyright, trademark, trade secret, or any other proprietary or intellectual property right of any 
Party or third person. Each Party, however, shall offer to the other reasonable cooperation and 
assistance in the defense of any such claim. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS AGREEMENT, THE PARTIES 
AGREE THAT NEITHER PARTY HAS MADE, AND THAT THERE DOES NOT EXIST, ANY 
WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, THAT THE USE BY EACH PARTY OF THE OTHER'S 
SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT GIVE RISE TO A CLAIM OF 
INFRINGEMENT, MISUSE, OR MISAPPROPRIATION OF ANY INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
RIGHT. 

16. Joint Work Product 

The Principal Document is the joint work product of the Parties, has been negotiated by the 
Parties, and shall be fairly interpreted in accordance with its terms. In the event of any 
ambiguities, no inferences shall be drawn against either Party. 

17. Law Enforcement 

Each Party may cooperate with law enforcement authorities and national security authorities to 
the full extent required or permitted by Applicable Law in matters related to Services provided by 
it under this Agreement, including, but not limited to, the production of records, the establishment 
of new lines or the installation of new services on an existing line in order to support law 
enforcement and/or national security operations, and, the installation of wiretaps, trap-and-trace 
facilities and equipment, and dialed number recording facilities and equipment. 

A Party shall not have the obligation to inform the other Party or the Customers of the other Party 
of actions taken in cooperating with law enforcement or national security authorities, except to the 
extent required by Applicable Law. 
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Where a law enforcement or national security request relates to the establishment of lines 
(including, but not limited to, lines established to support interception of communications on other 
lines), or the installation of other services, facilities or arrangements, a Party may act to prevent 
the other Party from obtaining access to information concerning such lines, services, facilities and 
arrangements, through operations support system interfaces. 

18. Network Management 

Cooperation. The Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to install 
and maintain a reliable network. Core and * "RLEC Acronym TXT*** will exchange appropriate 
information (e.g., network information, maintenance contact numbers, escalation procedures, and 
information required to comply with requirements of law enforcement and national security 
agencies) to achieve this desired reliability. In addition, the Parties will work cooperatively in a 
commercially reasonable manner to apply sound network management principles to alleviate or 
to prevent traffic congestion and to minimize fraud associated with third number billed calls, 
calling card calls, and other services related to this Agreement. 

Responsibility for Following Standards. Each Party recognizes a responsibility to follow the 
standards that may be agreed to between the Parties and to employ characteristics and methods 
of operation that will not interfere with or impair the service, network or facilities of the other Party 
or any third parties connected with or involved directly in the network or facilities of the other. 

Except in emergency situations (e.g., situations involving a risk of bodily injury to persons or 
damage to tangible property, or an interruption in Customer service) or as otherwise provided in 
this Agreement, the Impaired Party shall have given the Interfering Party at least ten (10) days' 
prior written notice of the interference or impairment or potential interference or impairment and 
the need to correct the condition within said time period; and taken other actions, if any, required 
by Applicable Law; and, 

Upon correction of the interference or impairment, the Impaired Party will promptly restore the 
interrupted or suspended Service. The Impaired Party shall not be obligated to provide an out-of-
service credit allowance or other compensation to the Interfering Party in connection with the 
suspended Service. 

19. Non-Exclusive Remedies 

Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, each of the remedies provided under 
this Agreement is cumulative and is in addition to any other remedies that may be available under 
this Agreement or at law or in equity. 

20. Notice of Network Changes 

If a Party makes a change in the information necessary for the transmission and routing of 
services using that Party's facilities or network, or any other change in its facilities or network that 
will materially affect the interoperability of its facilities or network with the other Party's facilities or 
network, the Party making the change shall publish notice of the change at least ninety (90) days 
in advance of such change, and shall use reasonable efforts, as commercially practicable, to 
publish such notice at least one hundred eighty (180) days in advance of the change; provided, 
however, that if an earlier publication of notice of a change is required by Applicable Law 
(including, but not limited to, 47 CFR 51.325 through 51 . 335) notice shall be given at the time 
required by Applicable Law. 

21. Notices 

Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, notices given by one Party to the other Party 
under this Agreement: 
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a. shall be in writing; 

b. shall be delivered (a) personally, (b) by express delivery service with next 
Business Day delivery, (c) by First Class, certified or registered U.S. mail, postage prepaid, or (d) 
by facsimile telecopy, with a copy delivered in accordance with (a), (b) or (c), preceding; and 

c. shall be delivered to the following addresses of the Parties: 

To Core: 

Christopher Van de Verg 

General Counsel 

Core Communications, Inc. 

209 West Street 

Suite 302 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

To " ' R L E C Acronym T X T " ' : 

or to such other address as either Party shall designate by proper notice. 

Notices will be deemed given as of the earlier of (a) where there is personal delivery of the notice, 
the date of actual receipt, (b) where the notice is sent via express delivery service for next 
Business Day delivery, the next Business Day after the notice is sent, (c) where the notice is sent 
via First Class U.S. Mail, three (3) Business Days after mailing, (d) where notice is sent via 
certified or registered U.S. mail, the date of receipt shown on the Postal Service receipt, and (e) 
where the notice is sent via facsimile telecopy, if the notice is sent on a Business Day and before 
5 PM. in the time zone where it is received, on the date set forth on the telecopy confirmation, or 
if the notice is sent on a non-Business Day or if the notice is sent after 5 PM in the time zone 
where it is received, the next Business Day after the date set forth on the telecopy confirmation. 

22. Ordering and Maintenance 

Core shall use ' " R L E C Acronym T X T " " s electronic Operations Support System access 
platforms to submit Orders and requests for maintenance and repair of Services, and to engage 
in other pre-ordering, ordering, provisioning, maintenance and repair transactions. If ' "RLEC 
Acronym T X T * " has not yet deployed an electronic capability for Core to perform a pre-ordering, 
ordering, provisioning, maintenance or repair, transaction offered by ***RLEC Acronym TXT*" , 
Core shall use such other processes as * "RLEC Acronym TXT*** has made available for 
performing such transaction (including, but not limited, to submission of Orders by telephonic 
facsimile transmission and placing trouble reports by voice telephone transmission). 

23. Performance Standards 

a. ' " *RLEC Acronym TXT*** shall provide Services under this Agreement in 
accordance with the performance standards required by Applicable Law, including, but not limited 
to, Section 251(c) of the Act. 
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b. Core shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the 
performance standards required by Applicable Law. 

24. Predecessor Agreements 

Except as stated in Section 0 or as otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties: 

a. Any prior interconnection or resale agreement between the Parties for the State 
of [State] pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and in effect prior to the Effective Date is hereby 
amended, extended and restated; and 

i. any Services that were purchased by one Party from the other Party 
under a prior interconnection or resale agreement between the Parties for the State of [State] 
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and in effect prior to the Effective Date, shall as of the Effective 
Date be subject to and purchased under this Agreement. 

b. Except as otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties, if a Service purchased by a 
Party under a prior interconnection or resale agreement between the Parties pursuant to Section 
252 of the Act was subject to a contractual commitment that it would be purchased for a period of 
longer than' one month, and such period had not yet expired as of the Effective Date and the 
Service had not been terminated prior to the Effective Date, to the extent not inconsistent with this 
Agreement, such commitment shall remain in effect and the Service will be purchased under this 
Agreement; provided, that if this Agreement would materially alter the terms of the commitment, 
either Party make elect to cancel the commitment. 

c. If either Party elects to cancel the commitment pursuant to the proviso in this 
Section, the Purchasing Party shall not be liable for any termination charge that would otherwise 
have applied. However, if the commitment was cancelled by the Purchasing Party, the Providing 
Party shall be entitled to payment from the Purchasing Party of the difference between the price 
of the Service that was actually paid by the Purchasing Party under the commitment and the price 
of the Service that would have applied if the commitment had been to purchase the Service only 
until the time that the commitment was cancelled. 

25. Publicity and Use of Trademarks or Service Marks 

A Party, its Affiliates, and their respective contractors and Agents, shall not use the other Party's 
trademarks, service marks, logos or other proprietary trade dress, in connection with the sale of 
products or services, or in any advertising, press releases, publicity matters or other promotional 
materials, unless the other Party has given its written consent for such use, which consent the 
other Party may grant or withhold in its sole discretion. 

Neither Party may imply any direct or indirect affiliation with or sponsorship or endorsement of it 
or its services or products by the other Party. 

Any violation of this Section shall be considered a material breach of this Agreement. 

26. References 

All references to Sections, Appendices and Exhibits shall be deemed to be references to 
Sections, Appendices and Exhibits of this Agreement unless the context shall otherwise require. 

Unless the context shall otherwise require, any reference to a Tariff, agreement, technical or 
other document (including " '"RLEC Acronym TXT" * or third party guides, practices or 
handbooks), or provision of Applicable Law, is to such Tariff, agreement, document, or provision 
of Applicable Law, as amended and supplemented from time to time (and, in the case of a Tariff 
or provision of Applicable Law, to any successor Tariff or provision). 

27. Relationship of the Parties 
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The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement shall be that of independent contractors and 
nothing herein shall be construed as creating any other relationship between the Parties. 

a. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall make either Party the employee of the 
other, create a partnership, joint venture, or other similar relationship between the Parties, or 
grant to either Party a franchise, distributorship or similar interest. 

b. Except for provisions herein expressly authorizing a Party to act for another 
Party, nothing in this Agreement shall constitute a Party as a legal representative or Agent of the 
other Party, nor shall a Party have the right or authority to assume, create or incur any liability or 
any obligation of any kind, express or implied, against, in the name or on behalf of the other Party 
unless otherwise expressly permitted by such other Party in writing, which permission may be 
granted or withheld by the other Party in its sole discretion. 

c. Each Party shall have sole authority and responsibility to hire, fire, compensate, 
supervise, and otherwise control its employees, Agents and contractors. Each Party shall be 
solely responsible for payment of any Social Security or other taxes that it is required by 
Applicable Law to pay in conjunction with its employees, Agents and contractors, and for 
withholding and remitting to the applicable taxing authorities any taxes that it is required by 
Applicable Law to collect from its employees. 

d. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, no Party undertakes 
to perform any obligation of the other Party, whether regulatory or contractual, or to assume any 
responsibility for the management of the other Party's business. 

e. The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement is a non-exclusive 
relationship. 

28. Reservation of Rights 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement, neither Party waives, and each Party 
hereby expressly reserves, its rights: (a) to appeal or otherwise seek the reversal of and changes 
in any arbitration decision associated with this Agreement; (b) to challenge the lawfulness of this 
Agreement and any provision of this Agreement; (c) to seek changes in this Agreement 
(including, but not limited to, changes in rates, charges and the Services that must be offered) 
through changes in Applicable Law; (d) to challenge the lawfulness and propriety of, and to seek 
to change, any Applicable Law, including, but not limited to any rule, regulation, order or decision 
of the Commission, the FCC, or a court of applicable jurisdiction; and (e) to collect debts owed to 
it under any prior interconnection or resale agreements. Nothing in this Agreement shall be 
deemed to limit or prejudice any position' a Party has taken or may take before the Commission, 
the FCC, any other state or federal regulatory or legislative bodies, courts of applicable 
jurisdiction, or industry fora. The provisions of this Section shall survive the expiration, 
cancellation or termination of this Agreement. 

29. Subcontractors 

A Party may use a contractor of the Party (including, but not limited to, an Affiliate of the Party) to 
perform the Party's obligations under this Agreement; provided, that a Party's use of a contractor 
shall not release the Party from any duty or liability to fulfill the Party's obligations under this 
Agreement. 

30. Successors and Ass igns 

This Agreement shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their respective 
legal successors and permitted assigns. 

31. Survival 
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The rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party for acts or omissions occurring prior to the 
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, the rights, liabiiities and obligations of a 
Party under any provision of this Agreement regarding confidential information, indemnification or 
defense, or limitation or exclusion of liability, and the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party 
under any provision of this Agreement which by its terms or nature is intended to continue beyond 
or to be performed after the expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, shali survive 
the expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement. 

32. Territory 

This Agreement applies to the territory in which " "RLEC Acronym T X T " * operates as an 
incumbent Local Exchange Carrier in the State of [State]. " ' R L E C Acronym T X T * " shall be 
obligated to provide Services under this Agreement only within this territory. 

33. Third Party Beneficiaries 

Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, this Agreement is for the sole benefit of the 
Parties and their permitted assigns, and nothing herein shall create or be construed to provide 
any third-persons (including, but not limited to, Customers or contractors of a Party) with any 
rights (including, but not limited to, any third-party beneficiary rights) hereunder. Except as 
expressly set forth in this Agreement, a Party shall have no liability under this Agreement to the 
Customers of the other Party or to any other third person. 

34. Use of Service 

Each Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to ensure that its Customers comply with 
the provisions of this Agreement (including, but not limited to the provisions of applicable Tariffs) 
applicable to the use of Services purchased by it under this Agreement. 

35. Waiver 

A failure or delay of either Party to enforce any of the provisions of this Agreement, or any right or 
remedy available under this Agreement or at law or in equity, or to require performance of any of 
the provisions of this Agreement, or to exercise any option which is provided under this 
Agreement, shall in no way be construed to be a waiver of such provisions, rights, remedies or 
options. 

36. Warranties 

E X C E P T AS E X P R E S S L Y STATED IN THIS AGREEMENT, NEITHER PARTY MAKES OR 
R E C E I V E S ANY WARRANTY, E X P R E S S OR IMPLIED, WITH R E S P E C T TO THE SERVICES 
PROVIDED, OR TO B E PROVIDED, UNDER THIS AGREEMENT AND THE PARTIES 
DISCLAIM ANY OTHER WARRANTIES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES 
OF MERCHANTABILITY. WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE 
WARRANTIES AGAINST INFRINGEMENT, AND WARRANTIES ARISING BY TRADE 
CUSTOM, TRADE USAGE, C O U R S E OF DEALING OR PERFORMANCE, OR OTHERWISE. 
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be 
executed as ofthe Effective Date. 

Core Communicat ions, Inc. ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** Company Full Name 
2*** 

By: 

Printed: Bret L. Mingo 

By: 

Printed: ***RLEC Acronym T X T " * Signing Party's 
Name M C * " 

Title: President Title: * "RLEC Acronym T X T " * Signing Party's Title 
M C " * 
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INTERCONNECTION ATTACHMENT 

1. General 

Each Party shall provide interconnection to the other Party, in accordance with this Agreement, 
and in accordance with the standards and requirements governing interconnection set forth in 47 
U.S.C. §251, FCC implementing regulations, and state law governing interconnection, at (i) any 
technically feasible Point(s) of Interconnection and/or (ii) a fiber meet point to which the Parties 
mutually agree under the terms of this Agreement, for the transmission and routing of Telephone 
Exchange Service and Exchange Access. 

2. Points of Interconnect ion 

Each Party, at its own expense, shall provide transport facilities to the technically feasible Point{s) 
of Interconnection selected by Core. 

3. Physical Architecture 

a. • Core shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any of the following 
methods for interconnection at any of the Point(s) of Interconnection which are established 
pursuant to this agreement for the delivery of traffic to * "RLEC Acronym TXT" * : 

i. a collocation facility established by Core at a * "RLEC Acronym TXT*** 
central office or tandem office where the Point of Interconnection is located, in which case Core 
shall pay * "RLEC Acronym T X T " * applicable collocation charges as set forth in the Collocation 
Attachment; 

ii. a collocation facility established by a third-party, with whom Core has 
contracted, at a ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** central office or tandem office where the Point of 
Interconnection is located, in which case such third-party (and not Core) shall pay "*RLEC 
Acronym T X T " * (any) applicable collocation charges; and/or 

iii. an Entrance Facility and transport (where applicable) leased from 
" *RLEC Acronym T X T " * as specified in the Pricing Attachment. 

b. " ' R L E C Acronym T X T " * shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any 
of the following methods for interconnection at any of the Pointfs) of Interconnection which are 
established pursuant to this agreement for the delivery of traffic to Core: 

i. a collocation facility established by ' " R L E C Acronym TXT* " at a Core 
central office or tandem office where the Point of Interconnection is located, in which case 
' " R L E C Acronym T X T * " shall pay Core applicable collocation charges as set forth in the 
Collocation Attachment; 

ii. a collocation facility established by a third-party, with whom "*RLEC 
Acronym T X T " * has contracted, at a Core central office or tandem office where the Point of 
Interconnection is located, in which case such third-party (and not ***RLEC Acronym TXT***) 
shall pay Core (any) applicable collocation charges; and/or 

iii. an Entrance Facility and transport (where applicable) leased from Core 
as specified in the Pricing Attachment. 

c. Trunk Types. 
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In interconnecting their networks pursuant to this Attachment, the Parties will use, as appropriate, 
the following separate and distinct trunk groups: 

i. Interconnection Trunks for the transmission and routing of Section 
251(b)(5) Traffic, translated LEC IntraLATA tol! free service access code (e.g., 800/888/877) 
traffic, and IntraLATA Toll Traffic, between their respective Telephone Exchange Service 
Customers, Tandem Transit Traffic, and, ISP-Bound Traffic; 

ii. -Access Toll Connecting Trunks for the transmission and routing of 
Exchange Access traffic, including translated InterLATA toll free service access code (e.g., " 
800/888/877) traffic, between Core Telephone Exchange Service Customers and purchasers of 
Switched Exchange Access Service via a * "RLEC Acronym TXT*** access; and 

iii. Miscellaneous Trunk Groups as mutually agreed to by the Parties, including, but 
not limited to: (a) choke trunks for traffic congestion and testing; and, (b) untranslated 
IntraLATA/lnterLATA toll free service access code (e.g. 800/888/877) traffic. 

iv. Other types of trunk groups may be used by the Parties as provided in 
other Attachments to this Agreement (e.g., 911/E911 Trunks) or in other separate agreements 
between the Parties (e.g., Directory Assistance Trunks). 

d. In accordance with the terms of this Agreement, the Parties will deploy One-Way 
Interconnection Trunks (trunks with traffic going in one direction, including one-way trunks and 
uni-directional two-way trunks) and/or Two-Way Interconnection Trunks (trunks with traffic going 
in both directions). 

e. One-Way Interconnection Trunks. 

i. Where the Parties use One-Way Interconnection Trunks for the delivery 
of traffic from Core to ***RLEG Acronym TXT***, Core, at Core's own expense, shall: 

A. provide its own facilities for delivery of the traffic to the technically 
feasible Point(s) of Interconnection; and/or 

B. obtain transport for delivery of the traffic to the technically feasible 
Point(s) of Interconnection(a) from a third-party, or, (b) if ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** offers such 
transport pursuant to this Agreement or an applicable ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** Tariff, from 
-**RLEC Acronym TXT***. 

ii. Where the Parties use One-Way Interconnection Trunks for the delivery 
of traffic from "*RLEC Acronym TXT*** to Core, " ' R L E C Acronym TXT***, at ' " R L E C Acronym 
T X T " " s own expense, shall: 

A. provide its own facilities for delivery of the traffic to the technically 
feasible Point(s) of Interconnection; and/or 

B. obtain transport for delivery of the traffic to the technically 
feasible Point(s) of Interconnection(a) from a third-party, or, (b) if Core offers such transport 
pursuant to this Agreement or an applicable Core Tariff, from Core. 

f. Two-Way Interconnection Trunks. 

The Parties do not currently use Two-Way Interconnection Trunks. The Parties may, by mutual 
agreement, establish terms and conditions to govern Two-Way Interconnection Trunks. 

4. Alternative Interconnect ion Arrangements 
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In addition to the foregoing methods of Interconnection, and subject to mutual agreement of the 
Parties, the Parties may agree to establish a Fiber Meet arrangement. 

5. Initiating Interconnect ion 

If Core determines to offer Telephone Exchange Services and to interconnect with ***RLEC 
Acronym T X T " * in any LATA in which ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** also offers Telephone Exchange 
Services and in which the Parties are not already interconnected pursuant to this Agreement, 
Core shall provide written notice to ***RLEC Acronym TXT*"* of the need to establish 
Interconnection in such LATA pursuant to this Agreement. The notice provided shall include (a) 
the initial Routing Point(s); (b) the applicable technically feasible Point(s) of Interconnection of 
Core's choosing to be established in the relevant LATA in accordance with this Agreement; and 
(c) Core's intended Interconnection activation date.; Core shall have the soie right to specify any 
technically feasible Point(s) of Interconnection. Core may specify more than one technically 
feasible Point(s) of Interconnection in any LATA. 

6. Transmission and Rout ing of Telephone Exchange Service Traffic 

a. Trunk Group Connections and Ordering. 

i. Each Party will identify its Carrier Identification Code, a three or four digit 
numeric code obtained from Telcordia, to the other Party when ordering a trunk group. 

ii. Each Party will use commercially reasonable efforts to monitor trunk 
groups under its control and to augment those groups using generally accepted trunk-engineering 
standards so as to not exceed blocking objectives. Each Party agrees to use modular trunk-
engineering techniques for trunks subject to this Attachment. 

b. Switching System Hierarchy and Trunkino Requirements. 

For purposes of routing Core traffic to ***RLEC Acronym TXT***, the subtending arrangements 
between ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** Tandem Switches and ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** End Office 
Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending arrangements ***RLEC 
Acronym TXT* " maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers' traffic (i.e., traffic will be 
routed to the appropriate ***RLEC Acronym T X T * " Tandem subtended by the terminating End 
Office serving the ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** Customer). For purposes of routing " ' R L E C 
Acronym T X T " * traffic to Core, the subtending arrangements between Core Tandem Switches 
and Core End Office Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending 
arrangements that Core maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers' traffic. 

c. Signaling. 

Each Party will provide the other Party with access to its databases and associated signaling 
necessary for the routing and completion of the other Party's traffic in accordance with the 
provisions contained in the Unbundled Network Element Attachment or applicable access tariff. 

d. Grades of Service. 

The Parties shall initially engineer and shall monitor and augment all trunk 
groups consistent with the Joint Process as set forth in Section 0 of this 
Attachment. 

7. Reciprocal Compensat ion Arrangements Pursuant to Section 251(b)(5) of 
the Act 

Section 251 (b)(5) Traffic. 
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Section 251 (b)(5) Traffic means (1) telecommunications traffic exchanged between a LEC and a 
telecommunications carrier other than a CMRS provider, except for telecommunications traffic 
that is interstate or intrastate exchange access, or exchange services for such access (see FCC 
Order on Remand, 34, 36, 39, 42-43); and/or (2) telecommunications traffic exchanged by a LEC 
and a CMRS provider that originates and terminates within the same Major Trading Area, as 
defined in 47 CFR § 24.202(a). The Parties shall exchange Section 251(b)(5) Traffic at the 
technically feasible Pointfs) of Interconnection in a LATA designated in accordance with the terms 
of this Agreement. The Party originating Reciprocal Compensation Traffic shall compensate the 
terminating Party for the transport and termination of such traffic to its Customer in accordance 
with Section 251 (b)(5) of the Act at the equal and symmetrical rates stated'in the Pricing 
Attachment. 

9. Transmission and Routing of Exchange Access Traffic 

Access Tol! Connecting Trunk Group Architecture. 

If Core chooses to subtend a " ' R L E C Acronym TXT" * access Tandem. Core's NPA/NXX must 
be assigned by Core to subtend the same " *RLEC Acronym T X T " * access Tandem that a 
* "RLEC Acronym T X T " * NPA/NXX serving the same Rate Center Area subtends as identified in 
the LERG.' 

a. Core shall establish Access Toll Connecting Trunks pursuant to the same terms 
and conditions, including pricing, as are applicable to Interconnection Trunks. 

b. The Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be two-way trunks. Such trunks shall 
connect the End Office Core utilizes to provide Telephone Exchange Service and Switched 
Exchange Access to its Customers in a given LATA to the access Tandem(s) ***RLEC Acronym 
TXT*** utilizes to provide Exchange Access in such LATA. 

c. Access Toll Connecting Trunks shall be used solely for the transmission and 
routing of Exchange Access to allow Core's Customers to connect to or be connected to the 
interexchange trunks of any Interexchange Carrier which is connected to a " "RLEC Acronym 
TXT*** access Tandem. 

12. Meet-Point Bi l l ing Arrangements 

Core and * "RLEC Acronym TXT*** will establish Meet-Point Billing (MPB) arrangements in order 
to provide a common transport option to Switched Exchange Access Services customers via a 
' " R L E C Acronym TXT*** access Tandem Switch in accordance with the Meet Point Billing 
guidelines contained in the OBF's MECAB and MECOD documents, except as modified herein, 
and in * "RLEC Acronym TXT***'s applicable Tariffs. The arrangements described in this Section 
are intended to be used to provide Switched Exchange Access Service where the transport 
component of the Switched Exchange Access Service is routed through an access Tandem 
Switch that is provided by * "RLEC Acronym TXT* " . 

a. In each LATA, the Parties shall establish MPB arrangements for the applicable 
Core Routing Point/"*RLEC Acronym T X T * " Serving Wire Center combinations. 

b. Interconnection for the MPB arrangement shall occur at each of the "*RLEC 
Acronym T X T " " access Tandems in the LATA, unless otherwise agreed to by the Parties. 

c. Core and " *RLEC Acronym T X T * " will use reasonable efforts, individually and 
collectively, to maintain provisions in their respective state access Tariffs, and/or provisions within 
the National Exchange Carrier Association (NECA) Tariff No. 4, or any successor Tariff sufficient 
to reflect the MPB arrangements established pursuant to this Agreement. 
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d. In general, there are four alternative Meet-Point Billing arrangements possible, 
which are: Single Bill/Single Tariff, Multiple Bill/Single Tariff, Multiple Bill/Multiple Tariff, and 
Single Bill/Multiple Tariff, as outlined in the OBF MECAB Guidelines. 

i. Each Party shall implement the "Multiple Bill/Single Tar i f f or "Multiple 
Bill/Multiple Tariff' option, as appropriate, in order to bill an IXC for the 
portion of the MPB arrangement provided by that Party. Alternatively, in 
former Bell Atlantic service areas, upon agreement of the Parties, each 
Party may use the New York State Access Pool on its behalf to 
implement the Single Bill/Multiple Tariff or Single Bill/Single Tariff option, 
as appropriate, in order to bill an IXC for the portion of the MPB 
arrangement provided by that Party. 

e. The rates to be billed by each Party for the portion of the MPB arrangement 
provided by it shall be as set forth in that Party's applicable Tariffs, or other document that 
contains the terms under which that Party's access services are offered. For each Core Routing 
Point/"*RLEC Acronym T X T " 1 Serving Wire Center combination, the MPB billing percentages 
for transport between the Core Routing Point and the ' " R L E C Acronym T X T " * Serving Wire 
Center shall be calculated in accordance with the formula set forth in Section 0 of this 
Attachment. 

f. Each Party shall provide the other Party with the billing name, billing address, 
and Carrier Identification Code (CIC) of the IXC, and identification of the " "RLEC Acronym 
T X T " * Wire Center serving the IXC in order to comply with the MPB notification process as 
outlined in the MECAB document. 

g. " *RLEC Acronym T X T * " shall provide Core with the Terminating Switched 
Access Detail Usage Data (EMI category 1101XX records) recorded at the " *RLEC Acronym 
TXT*** access Tandem on cartridge or via such other media as the Parties may agree to, no later 
than ten (10) Business Days after the date the usage occurred. 

h. Core shall provide * "RLEC Acronym T X T " * with the Originating Switched 
Access Detail Usage Data (EMI category 1101XX records) on cartridge or via such other media 
as the Parties may agree, no later than ten (10) Business Days after the date the usage occurred. 

i. All usage data to be provided pursuant to this Attachment shall be sent to the 
following addresses: 

To Core: 

Usage Data 

Core Communications, Inc. 

1010C Industrial Drive 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

For " *RLEC Acronym TXT" * : 

Either Party may change its address for receiving usage data by notifying the other Party in 
writing. 
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j . Core and ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** shall coordinate and exchange the billing 
account reference (BAR) and billing account cross reference (BACR) numbers or Operating 
Company Number ("OCN"), as appropriate, for the MPB arrangements described in this Section 
0. Each Party shall notify the other if the level of billing or other BAR/BACR elements change, 
resulting in a new BAR/BACR number, or if the OCN changes. 

k. Each Party agrees to provide the other Party with notification of any errors it 
discovers in MPB data within thirty (30) calendar days of the receipt of the original data. The 
other Party shall attempt to.correct the error and resubmit the data within ten (10). Business Days 
of the notification. In the event the errors cannot be corrected within such ten- (10) Business-Day 
period, the erroneous data will be considered lost. In the event of a loss of data, whether due to 
uncorrectable errors or otherwise, both Parties shall cooperate to reconstruct the lost data and, if 
such reconstruction is not possible, shall accept a reasonable estimate of the lost data based 
upon prior usage data. 

I. Either Party may request a review or audit of the various components of access 
recording up to a maximum of two (2) audits per calendar year. All costs associated with each 
review and audit shall be borne by the requesting Party. Such review or audit shall be conducted 
during regular business hours. A Party may conduct additional audits, at its expense, upon the 
other Party's consent, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

m. Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, nothing contained in this Section 
shali create any liability for damages, losses, claims, costs, injuries, expenses or other liabilities 
whatsoever on the part of either Party. 

n. MPB will apply for all traffic bearing the 500, 900, toll free service access code 
(e.g. 800/888/877) (to the extent provided by an IXC) or any other non-geographic NPA which 
may be designated for such traffic in the future. 

o. In the event Core determines to offer Telephone Exchange Services in a LATA in 
which ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** operates an access Tandem Switch, ***RLEC Acronym TXT*** 
shall permit and enable Core to subtend the ***RLEC Acronym T X T * " access Tandem 
Switch(es) designated for the " *RLEC Acronym T X T " * End Offices in the area where there are 
located Core Routing Point(s) associated with the NPA NXX(s) to/from which the Switched 
Exchange Access Services are homed. 

p. Except as otherwise mutually agreed by the Parties, the MPB billing percentages 
for each Routing Point/"*RLEC Acronym TXT*** Serving Wire Center combination shall be 
calculated according to the following formula, unless as mutually agreed to by the Parties: 

a / (a + b) = Core Billing Percentage 

and 

b / (a + b) = * "RLEC Acronym TXT* " Billing Percentage 

where: 

a = the airline mileage between Core Routing Point and the actual 
point of interconnection for the MPB arrangement; and 

b = the airline mileage between the " *RLEC Acronym T X T * " 
Serving Wire Center and the actual point of interconnection for the MPB 
arrangement. 
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q. Core shall inform * "RLEC Acronym T X T " " of each LATA in which it intends to 
offer Telephone Exchange Services and its calculation of the billing percentages which should 
apply for such arrangement. Within ten (1 OJ Business Days of Core's delivery of notice to 
" "RLEC Acronym TXT" " , " *RLEC Acronym T X T * " and Core shall confirm the Routing 
PoinV"*RLEC Acronym T X T " * Serving Wire Center combination and billing percentages. 

13. Toll Free Service Access Code (e.g., 800/888/877) Traffic 

The following terms shall apply when either Party delivers toll free service access code (e.g., 
800/877/888)("8YY") calls to the other Party. For the purposes of this Section, the terms 
"translated" and "untranslated" refers to those toll free service access code calls that have been 
queried ("translated") or have not been queried ("untranslated") to an SYY database. Except as 
otherwise agreed to by the Parties, all Core originating "untranslated" SYY traffic will be routed 
over a separate One-Way Trunk group. 

a. When Core delivers translated SYY calls to " "RLEC Acronym TXT*** for 
completion to an IXC, Core shall: 

i provide an appropriate EMI record to " *RLEC Acronym TXT*** for processing 
and Meet Point Billing in accordance with Section O .of this Attachment; and 

ii. bill the IXC the Core query charge associated with the call. 

b. When Core delivers translated SYY calls to * "RLEC Acronym T X T * " or another 
LEC that is a toll free service access code service provider in the LATA, Core shall: 

i. provide an appropriate EMI record to the toll free service access code service 
provider; and 

ii. bill to the toll free service access code service provider the Core's 
Tariffed Feature Group D ("FGD") Switched Exchange Access or Reciprocal Compensation rates, 

. as applicable, and the Core query charge; and 

iii. * "RLEC Acronym TXT*** shall bill applicable Tandem Transit Service charges 
and associated passthrough charges to Core. 

c. When ' " R L E C Acronym T X T * " performs the query and delivers translated SYY 
calls, originated by ' " R L E C Acronym TXT"* 's or another LEC's Customer to Core in its capacity 
as a toll free service access code service provider, " *RLEC Acronym TXT*** shall: 

i. bill Core the * "RLEC Acronym T X T * " query charge associated with the call as 
specified in the Pricing Attachment; and 

ii. provide an appropriate EMI record to Core; and 

iii. bill Core * "RLEC Acronym T X T " " s Tariffed FGD Switched Exchange Access or 
Reciprocal Compensation rates as applicable. 

d. When Core delivers untranslated SYY calls to ***RLEC Acronym T X T * " for 
completion to an IXC, " *RLEC Acronym T X T " * shall: 

i. query the call and route the call to the appropriate IXC; and 

ii. provide an appropriate EMI record to Core to facilitate billing to the IXC; and 

iii. bill the IXC the " * R L E C Acronym T X T * " query charge associated with the call 
and any other applicable * "RLEC Acronym T X T " * charges. 
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e. When Core delivers untranslated SYY calls to " "RLEC Acronym T X T * " or 
another LEC that is a toll free service access code service provider in the LATA, "*RLEC 
Acronym TXT* " shall: 

i. query the call and route the call to the appropriate LEC toll free service access 
code service provider; and 

ii. provide an appropriate EMI record to Core; to facilitate billing to the LEC toll free 
service access code service provider; and 

iii. bill the LEC toll free service access code service provider the query charge 
associated with the call and any other applicable ***RLEC Acronym T X T * " charges. 

f. " *RLEC Acronym TXT*** will not direct untranslated toil free service access 
code call to Core. 

14. Tandem Transit Traffic 

As used in this Section, Tandem Transit Traffic is Telephone Exchange Service traffic that 
originates on Core's network, and is transported through a ***RLEC Acronym T X T * " Tandem to 
the Central Office of a CLEC, ILEC other than * "RLEC Acronym TXT* " , Commercial Mobile 
Radio Service (CMRS) carrier, or other LEC, that subtends the relevant ***RLEC Acronym T X T * " 
Tandem to which Core delivers such traffic. Neither the originating nor terminating customer is a 
Customer of " *RLEC Acronym TXT***. Subtending Central Offices shall be determined in 
accordance with and as identified in the Local Exchange Routing Guide (LERG). Switched 
Exchange Access Service traffic is not Tandem Transit Traffic. 

a. Tandem Transit Traffic Service provides Core with the transport of Tandem 
Transit Traffic as provided below. 

b. Tandem Transit Traffic may be routed over the Interconnection Trunks described 
in this Attachment. Core shall pay " *RLEC Acronym T X T * " for Transit Service that Core 
originates at the rate specified in the Pricing Attachment. 

c. If or when a third party carrier's Central Office subtends a Core Central Office, 
then Core shall offer to " *RLEC Acronym TXT*** a service arrangement equivalent to or the 
same as Tandem Transit Service provided-by ***RLEC Acronym T X T " * to Core as defined in this 
Section 0 such that * "RLEC Acronym T X T " * may terminate calls to a Central Office of a CLEC, 
ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, that subtends a Core Central Office ("Reciprocal Tandem 
Transit Service"). Core shall offer such Reciprocal Transit Service arrangements under terms 
and conditions no less favorable than those provided in this Section 0. 

d. Neither Party shall take any actions to prevent the other Party from entering into 
a direct and reciprocal traffic exchange agreement with any carrier to which it originates, or from 
which it terminates, traffic. 

15. Number Resources, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points 

a. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to limit or otherwise adversely 
affect in any manner either Party's right to employ or to request and be assigned any Central 
Office Codes ("NXX") pursuant to the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines and any 
relevant FCC or Commission orders, as may be amended from time to time, or to establish, by 
Tariff or otherwise. Rate Center Areas and Routing Points corresponding to such NXX codes. 

b. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained herein, nothing in this 
Agreement is intended, and nothing in this Agreement shall be construed, to in any way constrain 
Core's choices regarding the size of the local calling area(s) that Core may establish for its 
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Customers, which local calling areas may be larger than, smaller than, or identical to " *RLEC 
Acronym TXT***'s local calling areas. 

16. Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process; and Installation, 
Maintenance, Testing and Repair 

Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process. 

a. Upon request of either Party, the Parties shall jointly develop an implementation 
and grooming prbcess'(the '"Joint Grooming Process" or "Joint Process") which may define and 
detail, inter alia: 

i. standards to ensure that Interconnection Trunks experience a grade of 
service, availability and quality which is comparable to that achieved on interoffice trunks within 
***RLEC Acronym TXT***'s network and in accord with all appropriate relevant industry-accepted 
quality, reliability and availability standards. Except as otherwise stated in this Agreement, trunks 
provided by either Party for Interconnection services will be engineered using a design-blocking 
objective of B.01. 

ii. the respective duties and responsibilities of the Parties with respect to 
the administration and maintenance of the trunk groups, including, but not limited to, standards 
and procedures for notification and discoveries of trunk disconnects; 

iii. disaster recovery provision escalations; 

iv. additional technically feasible Point(s) of Interconnection on "**RLEC 
Acronym T X T ^ ' s network in a LATA as provided in Section 0 of this Attachment; and 

v. such other matters as the Parties may agree, including, e.g., End Office 
to End Office high usage trunks as good engineering practices may dictate. 

17. Number Portability - Section 251(B)(2) 

The Parties shall provide Number Portability (NP) in accordance with rules and regulations as 
from time to time prescribed by the FCC. 
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PRICING ATTACHMENT 

1. General 

a. As used in Ihis Attachment, the term "Charges" means the rates, fees, charges 
and prices for a Service. 

b. Charges for Services shall be as stated in Appendix A of this Pricing Attachment. 

2. Regulatory Review of Prices 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, each Party reserves its respective rights 
to institute an appropriate proceeding with the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body 
of appropriate jurisdiction: (a) with regard to the Charges for its Services (including, but not limited 
to, a proceeding to change the Charges for its services, whether provided for in any of its Tariffs, 
in Appendix A, or otherwise); and (b) with regard to the Charges of the other Party (including, but 
not limited to, a proceeding .to obtain a reduction in such Charges and a refund of any amounts 
paid in excess of any Charges that are reduced). 
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APPENDIX A TO THE PRICING ATTACHMENT 

CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. and ***RLEC Acronym TXT* 
V1.4 

A. INTERCONNECTION 1 

Service or Element DescriDtion: Recurrins Charges: Non-Recurrine 
Charges: 

I. Reciprocal Compensation Traflic 
Termination 

Reciprocal Compensation Traffic End Office 
Rate 

S.003 723/MOU Not Applicable 

Reciprocal Compensation Traffic Tandem 
Rate S.002814/MOU Not Applicable 

II . Entrance Facilities and Transport for 
Interconnection 
Entrance facilities, and transport, as appropriate, 
for Interconnection at Verizon End Office, 
Tandem Office, or other Point oflnterconnection 

DS-1 Entrance Facility S155.68/Month Installation -
Initial: S676.43 
Additional: $335.87 

DS-3 Entrance Facility S975.90/Month Installation — 
Initial: $676.43 
Additional: S335.S7 

' Al] rates and charges specified herein: (1) penain lo services provided pursuant lo the Inlerconneciiori Auachmenl; (2) are 
based on ibe currenl PAPUC raies applicable lo Verizon Pennsylvania. Jnc.'s wholesale/CLEC offerings; and (3) shall change from 
time to time lo reflect changes .direcled by the PAPUC. Each rate or charge shall apply on a reciprocal basis to services provided by 
either party io ihe other party. 
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Service or Element Description: Recurring Charges: Non-Recurring Charges: 

III. Exchange Access Service 
Interstate Per Parties' respective 

Tariffs. 
^CC exchange access 

Intrastate Per Parties' respective PAPUC exchange access 
Tariff. " ' 

IV. End Point Fiber Meet TBD 

V. Tandem Transit arrangements for 
Reciprocal Compensation Traffic 
between ***CLEC Acronym TXT*** 
and carriers other than Verizon that 
subtend a Verizon Tandem Switch. (Not 
applicable to Toll Traffic or when Meet 
Point Billing Arrangement applies; 
Separate trunks required for IXC 
subtending trunks) 

Separate trunks required 
for IXC subtending trunks 

Tandem Transit Switching $.000795/MOU Not Applicable 
Tandem-Switched Transport $.000144/MOU 

S.000003/MOU/Mile 
Not Applicable 
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APPENDIX 2 



STATEMENT OF DISPUTED ISSUES 

Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 252(b)(2)(A), 

hereby submits this Statement of Disputed Issues as Appendix 2 to its January 25, 2005 

petition for arbitration of an interconnection agreement with RTCC. This statement tracks 

the order in which disputed language appears in Core's December 26, 2005 redline 

markup of RTCC's interconnection agreement proposal (the "Redlined Agreement").1 

Preface R E C E I V E D 

1. Scope (RTCC's Preface, 4). J A N ^ g 2 0 0 B 

a. Core's Position. p A 9 m _ \ Z U T | L | T Y COMMISSION 
SECRETARY'S BUREAU 

Core proposes that the scope of the agreement be defined to include the types of traffic 

associated with interconnection under section 251(c)(2) of the Act, i.e., "telephone 

exchange services" and "exchange access." These terms are defined in the Act, giving the 

parties an objective baseline understanding of the traffic that is subject to the agreement. 

Roughly speaking, "telephone exchange services" corresponds to "local exchange 

services" and "exchange access" corresponds to "IXC service." Further, Core's proposed 

scope is significantly broader than the RTCC's highly restrictive scope, which would 

include only "local traffic" as defined by RTCC. (See, Glossary of Terms Issue 4, below). 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC will not agree to a scope that includes "telephone exchange service and exchange 

access service." RTCC states that it is exempt from Section 251(c), and, therefore, not 

subject to interconnection for the exchange of "telephone exchange services" and 

"exchange access" as set forth in section 251(c)(2). RTCC prefers to restrict the scope of 
1 The Redlined Agreement is attached hereto at Appendix 11. 



the agreement to the exchange of "local traffic" as defined by RTCC (See, Glossary of 

Terms Issue 4, below). 

Glossary of Terms 

1. Enhanced Services/Information Services & Enhanced Services 
Provider/Information Services Provider (RTCC §§2.22 and 2.23). 

a. Core's Position. 

Core proposes that the parties use the terms "Information Services" as set forth in section 

153(20) ofthe Act, as well as the related term "Information Services Provider", in lieu of 

the RTCC's proposed "Enhanced Services" and "Enhanced Services Provider." Core 

notes that the term "Information Services" as set forth in the Act, has entirely replaced 

and superceded the related, earlier term "Enhanced Services." Using the current term 

should eliminate any unnecessary confusion as the agreement is implemented. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC will not agree to Core's proposed "Information Services" and "Information 

Services Provider." Core is not aware of the grounds for RTCC's objections. 

2. ISP-Bound Traffic (RTCC's §§2.30 and 2.31 and Core's related proposed 

definitions). 

a. Core's Position. 

Core proposes simply to define "ISP-Bound Traffic" as "traffic delivered by a local 

exchange carrier to an ISP." Core's definition is consistent with the ISP Remand Order, 

which never specifically defines this term, but which does discuss and describe ISP-



bound traffic in the same reasonable, ordinary, and colloquial manner as Core's proposal. 

Core objects to RTCC's definition, which attempts to impose certain limitations on ISP-

bound traffic that are not contemplated in the ISP Remand Order. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC proposes a lengthy and complicated definition of "ISP-Bound Traffic" that is 

intended to exclude so called "VNXX" calls to ISPs. Further, Core understand RTCC to 

state that it is not bound by the ISP Remand Order. 

3. Interconnection Point ( R T C C § 2.33). 

The parties' positions on this term are best discussed in the context of the parties' 

interconnection proposals. (See Interconnection Issue 2 below). 

4. "Local Traffic" (RTCC's §2.39) and "Section 251(b)(5) Traffic" (Core's 

proposed definition). 

a. Core's Position. 

Consistent with industry standards and applicable law, Core proposes that traffic subject 

to reciprocal compensation under section 251(b)(5) of the Act be referred to as "Section 

251(b)(5) Traffic. Core's definition reflects the FCC's rulings about how to classify 

traffic subject to reciprocal compensation, as discussed in the ISP Remand Order2 and 

promulgated at 47 C.F.R. §51.701. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

2 Order on Reniand and Repon and Order. In the Matter ofthe Implementation of the Local 
Competition Provisions in the Telecommunications Act of 1996—Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound 
Traffic, CC Docket No. 96-98, at 1(36 (Rel. April 27, 2001)('7SP Remand Order"). 



RTCC proposes that traffic subject to reciprocal compensation be referred to as "Local 

Traffic." RTCC further proposes that this class of traffic be restricted to "calls... 

originated... and terminate[d]... within [RTCC's] local serving area as defined by the 

effective local exchange tariff(s) of [RTCC]..." 

5. Signaling System 7 (RTCC §2.50). 

The parties' positions on this term are best discussed in the context of the parties' 

interconnection proposals. (See Interconnection Issue 6 below). 

General Terms and Conditions 

1. Regulatory Approvals/Change of Law (RTCC's §§3.2, 3.3 and 6.5). 

a. Core's Position. 

Core agrees with RTCC's proposed section 3.2, which states: 

In the event of any amendment of the Act, any effective legislative action 
or any effective regulatory or judicial order, rule, regulation, arbitration 
award, dispute resolution procedures under this Agreement or other legal 
action purporting to apply the provisions of the Act to the Parties or in 
which the court, FCC or the Commission makes a generic determination 
that is generally applicable which revises, modifies or reverses Applicable 
Law and such changes to Applicable Law require that this Agreement be 
amended, either Party may, by providing written notice to the other Party, 
require that the affected provisions of this Agreement be renegotiated in 
good faith and this Agreement shall be amended accordingly to reflect any 
pricing, terms and conditions required by any such Amended Rules. 

In Core's view, section 3.2 provides a fair and reasonable procedure for the parties to 

amend the agreement in order to account for changes in applicable law. Core objects to 

the RTCC's unnecessary additional proposals (sections 3.3 and 6.5), which would only 



operate to supplant and hinder the operation of section 3.2. Section 3.3 would (quite 

unreasonably) permit either party to unilaterally terminate any service "that is not 

required by the Act or under controlling regulatory requirements." Section 6.5 (which is 

similar to section 3.2) is not objectionable in and of itself, but its inclusion would cloud 

the applicability and effectiveness of section 3.2. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC has agreed to review these three sections with a view to resolving Core's 

concerns. Core notes that RTCC is currently conferring internally on certain changes to 

its proposed sections 3.2, 3.3, and 6.5. Once finalized, Core will review and respond to 

RTCC's proposals with a view to negotiating a resolution to this issue. 

2. Term (RTCC's §4.1) 

a. Core's Position. 

Core proposes an initial tenn of four years, with the clarification that the agreement 

should remain effective thereafter, until a successor agreement is negotiated or arbitrated. 

Core believes a four year term would provide the parties with certainty for a reasonably 

lengthy period, without binding the parties to an outdated contractual vehicle for an 

unreasonably lengthy period. A four year term would also avoid the need for almost 

immediate renegotiation or arbitration, as would be the case under RTCC's proposed 

one-year term. Core's clarification on continuing effectiveness during negotiation or 

arbitration of a successor agreement is necessary to prevent an abrupt termination of the 

existing agreement before a successor agreement can be executed. 

b. RTCC's Position. 



RTCC proposes a one-year term, with a proviso that the agreement will remain effective 

only for 180 days following the termination date, whether or not the parties have 

negotiated or arbitrated a successor agreement. 

RTCC has agreed to review its position on post-term effectiveness with a view to 

resolving Core's concerns. Core notes that RTCC is currently conferring internally on 

certain changes to its proposed section 4, including section 4.1. Once finalized, Core will 

review and respond to RTCC's proposals with a view to negotiating a resolution to this 

issue. 

3. Limitation of Liability (RTCC §27.5.5). 

a. Core's Position. 

While it agrees with almost all of RTCC's proposed section 27.5 ("Liability") as drafted. 

Core proposes to clarify that the parties are not insulated from liability for violations of 

sections 251, 252, 258 or 271 ofthe Act. In Core's view, the parties' agreement should 

not be used as a tool to escape liability from the seminal interconnection and related 

requirements set forth in the Act, and for which the Act specifically provides enforcement 

in the form of damages suits. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC opposes Core's exclusion for liability under the Act. Core understands RTCC to 

state that it is not even subject to section 251, so that it cannot be held liable for 

violations arising under that section. 

Interconnection 



1. Applicable Standards for Interconnection (Core's §1.1). 

a. Core's Position. 

Core believes the agreement should include a provision that simply references and binds 

the parties to all relevant law applicable to interconnection, including the Act, 

implementing orders and rules, and state.law. Core also believes that RTCC's standing 

rural exemption under section 25 l(f)(l) of the Act should be terminated for the limited 

purpose of permitting the interconnection standards set forth in section 251(c)(2) to apply 

to any direct interconnection between RTCC and Core. The section 251(c)(2) standards— 

including technical feasibility, equal in quality, and just, reasonable and 

nondiscriminatory rates, tenns, and conditions standards—constitute the only available, 

substantive body oflaw and precedent relevant to facilities-based interconnection. 

Although direct and indirect interconnection is available under section 251(a) of the Act, 

there is little or no guidance on how the standards apply. Core also believes that RTCC's 

adherence to the section 251(c)(2) standards would have little or no economic impact on 

RTCC under section 251(f)(1)(A). Unlike the unbundling obligations required under 

section 251(c)(3), rural carriers such as RTCC already interconnect directly with a variety 

of carriers. Should the Commission decide not to terminate the rural exemption for this 

limited purpose, however, Core requests that the Commission apply the same 

interconnection standards set forth in section 251 (c)(2) pursuant to the additional 

statutory authority provided for direct and indirect interconnection under section 251(a). 

b. RTCC's Position. 



RTCC opposes Core's provision on applicable law for interconnection. In addition, 

RTCC believes that it is entitled to all of the protections available under section 251(f)(1) 

ofthe Act. 

2. Location of POI (RTCC's Interconnection §1 and Glossary §2.33) & Use of 

Dual IPs (Core's proposed language on page 29 ofthe Redlined Agreement). 

a. Core's Position. 

Instead of relying on the concept of one single point of interconnection ("POI") for the 

exchange of traffic, Core proposes dual interconnection points ("IP"). Under Core's 

proposal, each party designates an IP on its network at which the other party may deliver 

its originating traffic. Core's proposal recognizes that applicable FCC rules require each 

party to bear the cost to deliver its originating interconnection traffic to the switch 

location of the other party. The designation of a single POI may serve to mask this duty, 

by implying that Core must bear the cost of bringing RTCC's originating traffic from 

RTCC's switch (which RTCC defines as the POI) to Core's switch. Core's proposal 

clarifies that each party must deliver its originating traffic to the IP designated by the 

other party. 

Core also objects to RTCC's proposal that the parties designate a POI prior to 

execution of the agreement. Core is not prepared at this time to specify now the exact 

location at which it desires interconnection with RTCC when and if that interconnection 

should occur. Core is not aware of any reason for RTCC's position that the parties forego 

the flexibility to designate a POI at a later date. 

b. RTCC's Position. 



RTCC believes that Core should be required to bear all of the costs both (1) to deliver 

Core's originating traffic to RTCC at a POI at a RTCC switch; and (2) to pick up traffic 

originating on RTCC's network at a POI at a RTCC switch and bring that traffic back to 

Core's own switch. RTCC further proposes that the parties designate specific, actual 

POIs prior to the execution of the agreement. 

3. Use of One-Way and Two-Way Trunks (RTCC's §§1.2, 2.2.1, 2.2.2, 2.4, and 

3.1.2). 

a. Core's Position. 

Core proposes that the parties use one-way or two-way trunks, as may be appropriate 

using sound engineering principles. Core objects to RTCC's proposed restriction against 

one-way trunks as unnecessary and unreasonable. Core believes that RTCC's insistence 

on two-way trunks is a reflection of RTCC's position that Core is solely responsible for 

the costs of all trunking and related circuits-—regardless of the directionality ofthe traffic 

flowing over those trunks. By limiting Core's options to two-way trunks, RTCC's 

proposal essentially requires Core to purchase all of the trunking used to exchange traffic, 

whether used to deliver Core's originating traffic to RTCC, or to bring RTCC's 

originating traffic to Core. Under Core's proposal, each party could separately order and 

use one-way trunks for the origination of its own end users' traffic to the other party, 

which would help to clarify the parties' respective trunking obligations. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC proposes that the parties be required to use two-way trunks only, and that Core be 

solely responsible to order and pay for two-way trunks. 



4. Duty to Bear Cost oflndirect Interconnection (i.e., "Transit" Costs) 

Associated with Originating Traffic to Other Party (RTCC's §2.1.1.2 and 

4.3). 

a. Core's Position. 

Core believes that each party has a duty under applicable law to bear the costs associated 

with delivery of its originating interconnection traffic to an IP designated by the 

terminating party.3 In the context of indirect interconnection—in which the parties use a 

third party tandem provider to switch interconnection traffic between themselves—Core 

proposes that each party pay the so-called "transit" charges associated with its originating 

traffic and levied by the third party tandem provider. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC proposes that Core be responsible for all transit charges, both (1) for traffic 

originating on Core's network and (2) for traffic originating on RTCC's network. 

5. Duty to Bear Cost of Direct Interconnection Associated with Originating 

Traffic to Other Party (Core's proposed language on pages 32-33 ofthe 

Redlined Agreement). 

3 Applicable law includes: 47 CFR §51.703(b)(liA LEC may not assess charges on any other 
telecommunications canier for telecommunications traffic that originates on the LEC's network); and First 
Report and Order, In ihe Matter of the Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions in the 
Telecommunications Act of1996—Interconnection Between Local Exchange Carriers and Commercial 
Mobile Service Providers, CC Docket No. 96-98, at ̂ |1062 (Rel. August 8, 1996)("Z.ocfl/ Competition 
Order")( discuss ing originating carriers' duty to pay for trunking associated with originating traffic). These 
rules have been discussed and interpreted extensively, for example in: Memorandum Opinion and Order, In 
the Matter of TSR Wireless. LLC v. US West Communications, 15 FCC Red 11166, 2000 FCC Lexis 3219, 
at **25-26 (Released: June 21, 2000); and: Opinion and Order, Petition of Cellco Partnership d/b/a 
Verizon Wireless, PAPUC DocketNo. P-00021995 (etal.), at pages 24-25 (Order entered Jan. 18, 2005); 
and Order No. 79250, In the Matter ofthe Petition of AT&T Commumcations, MDPSC Case No. 8882, at 
7-10 (July 1, 2004). 



a. Core's Position. 

Core believes that each party has a duty under applicable law to bear the costs associated 

with delivery of its originating interconnection traffic to an IP designated by the 

terminating party. In the context of direct interconnection—in which the parties utilize 

dedicated circuits to exchange interconnection traffic—Core proposes that each party pay 

the circuit and trunks costs (which costs are levied by the carrier providing the direct 

interconnection, whether RTCC, Core, or a third party) associated with its originating 

traffic. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC proposes that Core be responsible for all of the costs associated with direct 

interconnection, both (1) for traffic originating on Core's network and (2) for traffic 

originating on RTCC's network. 

6. Use of Multi-Frequency (MF) Signaling (RTCC's Glossary §2.50 and 

Interconnection §§2.1.3, 2.3.3, and 4.2). 

a. Core's Position. 

Core proposed that the parties use MF signaling where SS7 signaling is not available. 

Core has used MF signaling in multiple interconnections with Verizon since 1999, which 

demonstrates that MF signaling is technically feasible, accurate, and reliable. In 

connection with the proposal to use MF signaling, Core proposes that the parties pass 

Automatic Number Identification ("ANl") data to one another over the interconnection 

trunks. In the MF technical standards, ANl is the functional equivalent of Calling Party 
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Number (CPN) in the SS7 standards. ANl and CPN are the data which permit parties to 

properly rate calls based on the NPA-NXX of the calling party, 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC prefers to use SS7 signaling exclusively. Although RTCC initially agreed to 

examine Core's MF signaling proposal on the parties' initial January 3, 2005 call, RTCC 

rejected Core's proposal on the follow up call on January 13, 2005. 

7. Physical Architecture (Core's proposed language on pages 32-33 ofthe 

Redlined Agreement). 

Core proposed language to clarify that each party is entitled to choose from among three 

methods of direct interconnection: collocation with the other party, collocation with a 

third party, and use of entrance facilities (leased circuits). Core is not aware of any 

specific RTCC objection to this proposal. However, the issue remains open since RTCC 

has never officially accepted this proposal, either. 

8. Loop Interconnection (Core's proposed language on page 33 of the Redlined 

Agreement). 

Core proposed language to clarify that Core may interconnect with RTCC at a non-switch 

location, i.e., at a site where RTCC has substantial "outside plant" or "loop" facilities in 

place to serve high capacity end user customers. Core is not aware of any specific RTCC 

objection to this proposal. However, the issue remains open since RTCC has never 

officially accepted this proposal, either. 
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9. Reciprocal Compensation for "VNXX" Calls (RTCC's Glossary §2.39 and 

Interconnection §§1.3,1.4, 1.5, 5.2 and 5.3.4). 

a. Core's Position. 

Consistent with industry standards, the Act, FCC rules and orders, and the Commission's 

own investigation of VNXX-related compensation issues, Core's position is that 

intraLATA traffic should be rated as Section 251(b)(5) Traffic or intraLATA toll traffic 

based on a comparison of the NPA-NXX of the calling and called parties. Core notes that 

there exists currently no alternative method for classifying calls for compensation 

purposes. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC believes VNXX-type traffic should be subject to originating access charges, with 

the designation of traffic as local or intraLATA toll based on the actual geographic 

locations of the calling and called parties. Further, RTCC proposes that the parties should 

be prohibited from assigning numbers to end users on a VNXX basis. RTCC also 

proposes that its own tariffs (and not Core's tariffs) should define local and toll traffic for 

intercarrier compensation purposes. Finally, RTCC proposes that calls using VOIP 

technology also be classified based on geographic locations for compensation purposes. 

10. Reciprocal Compensation for "Local'VSection 251(b)(5) Traffic (RTCC's 

§§5.1 and 5.2 and Core's proposed language on page 35-44 of the Redlined 

Agreement). 

a. Core's Position. 

13 



Core proposes that the parties pay reciprocal compensation to each other for the transport 

and termination of Section 251(b)(5) Traffic, as required by the FCC's rules set forth in 

51 C.F.R. §§701 et seq. (Subpart H—Reciprocal Compensation for Transport and 

Termination of Telecommunications Traffic), 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC proposes that the parties exchange Section 251(b)(5) Traffic (which RTCC defines 

as "Local Traffic") at "bill-and-keep"—in essence, a reciprocal compensation rate of 

zero. 

11. Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic (RTCC's §5.3 and Core's 

proposed language on pages 35-36 ofthe Redlined Agreement) 

a. Core's Position. 

Core believes that the parties are bound by the FCC's ISP Remand Order in connection 

with intercarrier compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic. Core understands that RTCC has 

not "elected" to adopt the FCC's pricing caps as set forth in paragraph 89 of the ISP 

Remand Order.4 Accordingly, the ISP Remand Order requires RTCC to "exchange ISP-

bound traffic at the state-app roved or state-arbitrated reciprocal compensation rates 

reflected in their contracts.'0 In essence, because RTCC has not opted into the ISP 

Remand Order's pricing plan, RTCC remains subject to pay the same reciprocal 

compensation rates for ISP-Bound Traffic that RTCC receives in connection with other 

non-access traffio—for example, wireless traffic.6 

4 ISP Remand Order., at 1(89. 
Id. 

6 Opinion and Order, Joint Petilion ofNextlink Pennsylvania, Inc. et a i , PAPUC Docket Nos. P-
00991648 and P-00991649 
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b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC proposes that the parties exchange ISP-Bound Traffic at "bill-and-keep"—in 

essence, an intercarrier compensation rate of zero. Core understands RTCC to state that it 

is not bound by the ISP Remand Order. 

12. Number Portability (RTCC's §10). 

a. Core's Position. 

Core proposes a brief provision that simply binds the parties to "rules and regulations, as 

prescribed from time to time by the FCC." Core believes that the rules governing LNP 

are set forth fully in FCC's relevant rules and orders. RTCC's extensive proposals on 

local number portability ("LNP") would only serve to make LNP subject to unnecessary 

and inefficient requirements, as well as open up the possibility for disputes between the 

parties. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC believes its proposals are necessary. 

Pricing Appendix 

1. Porting Charges. 

a. Core's Position. 

Core objects to RTCC's proposal to charge Core for each number Core ports away from 

RTCC. It is Core's understanding that LNP charges are recovered through end-user 

surcharges, not intercarrier payments. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

15 



RTCC proposes that Core pay RTCC various charges in connection with porting 

requests. 

2. Reciprocal Compensation & Entrance Facilities for Interconnection 

a. Core's Position. 

Core proposes that the rates applicable to reciprocal compensation and "entrance facility" 

circuits (i.e., circuits used to transport interconnection traffic from one party's switch to 

the other party's switch) should be priced based on TELRIC principles. In the absence of 

a TELRIC study for RTCC, Core proposes that the parties use Verizon Pennsylvania 

Inc.'s TELRIC rates for these elements as established by the Commission, and as 

modified from time to time by the Commission. 

b. RTCC's Position. 

RTCC proposes bill-and-keep (i.e. a rate of zero) for transport and termination of 

interconnection traffic. RTCC proposes that Core purchase interconnection circuits out of 

RTCC's end user special access tariffs. 
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 17,2005 
RECEIVED 

By Federal Express 2Day 
JAN 2 5 2006 

Attn: Barbara DiRenzo 
Annstrong Telephone Co. North pa PUBLIC UTIUTY COMMISSION 
1 Annstrong Place SECRETARY'S BUREAU 
Butler, PA 16001 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Ms. DiRenzo: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that 
Armstrong Telephone Co. North promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to 
establish an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular 
terms and conditions that fulfill Armstrong Telephone Co. North's duties under the 
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter 
is written pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set 
forth in the Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002 

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at (410) 216-
9865. 

Sincerely, 

CM vu 
Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE; August 17,2005 

By Federal Express 2Day 

Attn: Barbara DiRenzo 
Annstrong Telephone Co. of PA 
1 Armstrong Place 
Butler, PA 16001 

Re: Request for Negotiations ofan Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Ms. DiRenzo: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that 
Armstrong Telephone Co. of PA promptly join Core in good faith negotiations to 
establish an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular 
terms and conditions that fulfill Armstrong Telephone Co. of PA's duties under the 
Commumcations Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter 
is written pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set 
forth in the Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002 

Ifyou have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at (410) 216-
9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 1/ 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 17, 2005 

By Federal Express 2Day 

Attn: Thomas Morell 
Buffalo Valley Telephone Co. 
P.O. Box 458 
140 East Main Street 
Ephrata, PA 17522 

Re: Request for Negotiations ofan Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Morell: 

On behalfof Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Buffalo Valley 
Telephone Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill Buffalo Valley Telephone Co.'s duties under the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written 
pursuant to Section 252 ofthe Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the 
Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002 

Ifyou have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at (410) 216-
9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 17, 2005 

By Federal Express 2Day 

Attn: Marvin Hendrix 
Conestoga Tel. & Telegraph Co. 
202 E. First Street 
Birdsboro, PA 19508 

Re: Request for Negotiations ofan laterconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Hendrix: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that 
Conestoga Telephone & Telegraph Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to 
establish an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular 
terms and conditions that fulfill Conestoga Telephone & Telegraph Co.'s duties under the 
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter 
is written pursuant to Section 252 ofthe Act and commences the specific timelines set 
forth in the Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

If you have any questions about this'request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Anoapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 17,2005 

By Federal Express 2Day 

Attn: Thomas Morell 
Denver & Ephrata Telephone & Telegraph 
Box 458 
130 E. Main St. 
Ephrata, PA 17522-0458 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Morrell: 

On behalfof Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Denver & 
Ephrata Telephone & Telegraph promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to 
establish an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular 
terms and conditions that fulfill Denver & Ephrata Telephone & Telegraph's duties under 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This 
letter is written pursuant to Section 252 ofthe Act and commences the specific timelines 
set forth in the Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel . 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 19, 2005 

By Certified Mail 

Attn: Lew Martin 
Hancock Teiephone Co. 
P.O. Box 608 
34 Read Street 
Hancock, NY 13733 

Re: Request for Negotiations ofan Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Martin: 

On behalfof Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Hancock 
Telephone Company promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill Hancock Telephone Company's duties under the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written 
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in. the 
Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO- A-310922 F0002. 

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 17,2005 

By Federal Express 2Day 

Attn: Grier Adamson 
Hickory Telephone Co. 
75 Main Street 
Hickory, PA 15430-1118 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Adamson: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Hickory 
Telephone Company promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill Hickory Telephone Company's duties under the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written 
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the 
Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

Ifyou have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 19, 2005 

By Certified Mail 

Attn: Harold Switzer 
Lackawaxen Telecomm. Services, Inc. 
Hotel Road 
P.O. Box 8 
Rowland, PA 18457-0008 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Switzer: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that 
Lackawaxen Telecomm. Service Inc. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to 
establish an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular 
terms and conditions that fulfill Lackawaxen Telecomm Services, Inc.'s duties under the 
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter 
is written pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set 
forth in the Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

Ifyou have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Co-, 
Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel L-^ 
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 19, 2005 

By Certified Mail 

Attn: James Kail 
Laurel Highland Telephone Co. 
P.O. Box 168 
Stahlstown, PA 15687-0168 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Kail: 

On behalfof Core Conununications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Laurel 
Highland Telephone Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill Laurel Valley Telephone Co.'s duties under the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written 
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the 
Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 19,2005 

By Certified Mail 

Attn: Edward Tourje 
North-Eastern PA. Telephone Co. 
720 Main Street 
Forest City, PA 18421-0150 

Re: Request for Negotiations ofan Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Tourje: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Northeastern PA 
Telephone Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fu l f i l l Northeastern PA Telephone Co.'s duties under the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written 
pursuant to Section 252 ofthe Act and commences the specific timeUnes set forth in the 
Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Apphcation for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

I f you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Ver 
General Counsel 
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 17,2005 

By Federal Express 2Day 

Attn: RuthRobbins 
North Penn Telephone Co. 
P.O. Box 349 
34 Main Street 
Prattsburgh, NY 14873 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Ms. Robbins: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that North Penn 
Telephone Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill North Penn Telephone Co.'s duties under the Communications Act 
of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written pursuant to 
Section 252 ofthe Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410) 216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 "West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 19,2005 

By Certified Mail 

A.P. Kimble 
North Pittsburgh Telephone Company 
4008 Gibsonia Rd. 
Gibsonia, PA 15044-93 U 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Kimble: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that North 
Pittsburgh Telephone Company promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish 
an interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms 
and conditions that fulfill North Pittsburgh Telephone Company's duties under the 
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter 
is written pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set 
forth in the Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

Ifyou have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at (410) 216-
9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Ver, 
General Counsel 
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 17, 2005 

By Federal Express 2Day 

Attn: Thomas Lager 
Palmerton Telephone Co. 
P.O. Box 215 
463 Delaware Ave. 
Palmerton, PA 18071 

Re: Request for Negotiations ofan Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Lager: 

On behalfof Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Palmerton 
Telephone Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill Palmerton Telephone Co.'s duties under the Communications Act 
of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written pursuant to 
Section 252 ofthe Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

Ifyou have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 216-
9865. 

Sincerely, 

a- u4 
Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 17,2005 

By Federal Express 2Day 

Attn: Mary Davis 
Pennsylvania Telephone Co. 
191 Middle Road 
Jersey Shore, PA 17740 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Ms. Davis: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Pennsylvania 
Telephone Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill Pennsylvania Telephone Co.'s duties under the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written 
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the 
Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service, 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

Ifyou have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 17,2005 

By Federal Express 2Day 

Attn: Eleanor Snyder 
Pymatuning Ind. Telephone Co. 
5 Edgewood Drive 
Greenville, PA 16125-8832 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Ms. Snyder: 

On behalfof Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Pymatuning Ind. 
Telephone Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill Pymatuning Ind. Telephone Co.'s duties under the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written 
pursuant to Section 252 ofthe Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the 
Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

Ifyou have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 19,2005 

By Certified Mail 

Attn: Debbi Edwards 
South Canaan Telephone Co. 
P.O.Box 160 Route 296 
South Canaan, PA 18459 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Ms. Edwards: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that South Canaan 
Telephone Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill South Canaan Telephone Co.'s duties under the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written 
pursuant to Section 252 ofthe Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the 
Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 19,2005 

By Certified Mail 

Attn: John Keister 
Venus Telephone Corp. 
Box 75, County Line Road 
Venus, PA 17101 

Re: Request for Negotiations ofan Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Keister 

On behalf of Core Commumcations, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Venus 
Telephone Corp. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill Venus Telephone Corp.'s duties under the Communications Act of 
1934; as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written pursuant to 
Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Apphcation for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authonty throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 17,2005 

By Federal Express 2Day 

Attn: Mark Moore 
West Side Telephone Co. 
1449 Fairmont Road 
Morgantown, WV 26501 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that West Side 
Telephone Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill Westside Telephone Co.'s duties under the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written pursuant to 
Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecommunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

Ifyou have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg 
General Counsel 



CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9865 
Fax 410 216 9867 

DATE: August 19, 2005 

By Certified Mail 

Attn: Carol Sue Rocker 
Yukon Waltz Telephone Co. 
Box 39S 
Yukon, PA 15698-0398 

Re: * Request for Negotiations ofan Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Ms. Rocker: 

On behalf of Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), I am requesting that Yukon 
Waltz Telephone Co. promptlyjoin Core in good faith negotiations to establish an 
interconnection agreement. This agreement should incorporate the particular terms and 
conditions that fulfill Yukon Waltz Telephone Co.'s duties under the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, specifically Sections 251 and 252. This letter is written 
pursuant to Section 252 of the Act and commences the specific timelines set forth in the 
Act. 

Please consider this letter a bona fide request for interconnection in connection 
with Core's Application for expansion of local exchange telecoimnunications service 
authority throughout the Commonwealth, DOCKET NO. A-310922 F0002. 

Ifyou have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410)216-9865. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Van de Verg/' 
General Counsel 
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'omen^s and Couns-siiors ai 
SUITE 5 0 0 

212 L O C U S T S T R E E T 

P. O . BOX 9 5 0 0 

HARRISBURG, PA IZIOS-QSOO 

www. ttanlctw. com 

REGINA L. MATZ — _ 
FIRM (717) 255-7600 

CHARLES E. THOMAS 
Direct Dial: (717) 255-7622 FAX (717) 236-8278 (1913 - 1998) 
E-Mail: nnat2@ttanlaw.com 

August 25, 2005 _ _ 

RECEIVED 
Mr. Christopher Van de Verg, Esquire 
Core Communications, Inc. J ™ * 5 2006 
209 West Street _ A _ 
Suite 302 s I c S ^ C 0 MMISSI0N 
Annapolis, MD 21401 ^CHETAHY'S BUREAU 

Dear Mr. Van de Verg: 

As previously noted in connection with Core Communications, Inc.'s application to provide CLEC 
services in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, we represent numerous rural telephone companies. 

We continue this representation in connection with your request to establish an interconnection 
agreement. Specifically with regard to your requests for interconnection, we represent Armstrong 
Telephone Company-North, Armstrong Telephone Company-Pennsylvania, Buffalo Valley Telephone 
Company, Conestoga Telephone and Telegram Company, D & E Communications, Inc., Hancock 
Telephone Company, Hickory Telephone Company, Lackawaxen Telecommunications Services, Laurel 
Highland Telephone Company, The North-Eastern Pennsylvania Telephone Company, North Penn 
Telephone Company, North Pittsburgh Telephone Company, Palmerton Telephone Company, 
Pennsylvania Telephone Company, Pymatuning Independent Telephone Company, South Canaan 
Telephone Company, Venus Telephone Corporation, West Side Telecommunications and Yukon-Waltz 
Telephone Company. In response to your letters, please be advised that as we have done in various other 
situations, it is our desire to try to negotiate an interconnection agreement collectively, recognizing that in 
the end, a few of the agreements may need to be individualized to reflect a specific company's network 
and/or services. 

Please direct any further matters with respect to the above-named companies to the attention of 
this firm. 

Very truly yours, 

THOMAS, THOJiMSr^RMSTRONG & NIESEN 

By 

iegiha L. Matz 

'F:\CLIENTS\Utility\Rural Company CoalitLon\CLEC\Core Communications\Letters\050822 C Van de Verg.wpd 
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CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
209 West Street 

Suite 302 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Tel. 410 216 9863 
Fax 410 216 9867 

By Overnight Mail 
Regina Matz 
Thomas, Thomas, Armstrong & Niesen 
Suite 500 
212 Locust Street 
P.O. Box 9500 JAW $ 5 200B 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500 

RECEIVED 

August 29, 2005 

oi \r \ iTlUTY COMMISSION 

Re: Request for Negotiations of an Interconnection Agreement 

Dear Ms. Matz: 

Thank you for your letter of August 25, 2005, in which you acknowledge receipt 
of Core Communications, Inc.'s ("Core's") letters requesting an interconnection 
agreement ("ICA") with nineteen (19) of your rural local exchange carrier ("RLEC") 
clients. I appreciate your offer to negotiate ICAs between Core and your RLEC clients on 
a consolidated basis, recognizing (as your letter states) that a few of the ICAs may 
ultimately require individualized terms and conditions. 

Attached please find Core's initial proposal for an ICA with your.RLEC clients as 
listed in your letter. This proposal is a draft document that is intended solely for 
discussion purposes. Core reserves the right to modify its proposal in light of your 
clients' comments, as well as changing circumstances. 

If you have any questions about this request, please feel free to contact me at 
(410) 216-9865. I will contact you soon to set up a conference call in order to discuss any 
comments you may have with respect to the proposal. 

Sincerely, 

OL 
Christopher Van de Ver 
General Counsel 



Page 1 of 1 

Chr is Van de Verg 

From: 
To: 
Sent: 
Attach: 
Subject: 

Regina: 

"Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net> 
<rmatz@ttan!aw.conn> 
Tuesday, August 30, 2005 12:02 PM 
050829 Core Draft ICA v11 .doc 
Core Draft ICA Proposal 

Thanks for your call today. Attached is the Core draft ICA proposal in MS Word. It is identical to the paper 
document you received today. 

Regards, 
-Chris 

1/23/2006 
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Chr is Van de Verg 

From: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttan1aw.com> 
To: '"Chris Van de Verg"' <chris@coretei.net> 
Cc: "Patricia Armstrong" <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 12:13 PM 
Subject: RE: Core Draft ICA Proposal 

Chris, 

Thank you for the quick turn around. It is this draft that we will forward to clients, and which we will work from. 

Regina 

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:03 PM 
To: rmatz@ttanlaw.com 
Subject: Core Draft ICA Proposal 

Regina: 

Thanks for your call today. Attached is the Core draft ICA proposal in MS Word. It is identical to the paper 
document you received today. 

Regards, 
-Chris 

1/23/2006 
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Chr is Van de Verg 

From: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com> 
To: "'Chris Van de Verg'" <chris@coretel.net> 
Cc: "Patricia Armstrong" <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 4:36 PM 
Subject: RE: Core Draft ICA Proposal 

Chris, 

So as not to mislead you by my message, below, when I said we would work from your electronic draft, I meant 
that as between the two documents you sent, we would not be looking at your hard copy, since when I first 
opened the electronic copy I noticed at least one difference between the hard and soft. I did not mean to suggest 
that we would not likewise be sending you our template to work from. 

Regina 

From: Regina Matz [mailto:rmatz@ttanlaw.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:13 PM 
To: 'Chris Van de Verg' 
Cc: Patricia Armstrong (parmstrong@ttanlaw.com) 
Subject: RE: Core Draft ICA Proposal 

Chris, 

Thank you for the quick turn around. It is this draft that we will forward to clients, and which we will work from. 

Regina 

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:03 PM 
To: rmatz@ttanlaw.com 
Subject: Core Draft ICA Proposal 

Regina: 

Thanks for your call today. Attached is the Core draft ICA proposal in MS Word. It is identical to the paper 
document you received today. 

Regards, 
-Chris 

1/23/2006 
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Chris Van de Verg 

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@corete[.net> 
To: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 31, 2005 7:41 AM 
Subject: Re: Core Draft ICA Proposal 

Regina, 

I am not aware of any differences between the hardcopy I sent you and the soft copy I emailed you. In any event, 
please feel free to work from the hardcopy if you prefer. 

Thanks, 
--Chris 

Original Message 
From: Regina Matz 
To: 'Chris Van de Verg' 
Cc: Patricia Armstrong 
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 5:36 PM 
Subject: RE: Core Draft ICA Proposal 

Chris, 

So as not to mislead you by my message, below, when I said we would work from your electronic draft, I meant 
that as between the two documents you sent, we would not be looking at your hard copy, since when I first 
opened the electronic copy I noticed at least one difference between the hard and soft. I did not mean to 
suggest that we would not likewise be sending you our template to work from. 

Regina 

From: Regina Matz [mailto:rmatz@ttanlaw.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:13 PM 
To: 'Chris Van de Verg' 
Cc: Patricia Armstrong (parmstrong@ttanlaw.com) 
Subject: RE: Core Draft ICA Proposal 

Chris, 

Thank you for the quick turn around. It is this draft that we will forward to clients, and which we wiil work from. 

Regina 

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 30, 2005 1:03 PM 
To: rmatz@ttanlaw.com 
Subject: Core Draft ICA Proposal 

Regina: 

Thanks for your call today. Attached is the Core draft ICA proposal in MS Word. It is identical to the paper 
document you received today. 

1/23/2006 
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RECEIVED tcmetjfs and yyounseiiors 

S U I T E 5 0 0 

2 1 2 L O C U S T S T R E E T 

JAN 2' 5 2006 
P. O . BOX 9 5 0 0 HARRISBURG PA ,7.08-9500 P A P U B L i C U T I L 1 T Y COMMISSION HARRISBURG, PA 17108 9500 SECRETARY'S BUREAU 
www. tianlaw. com 

PATRJCM ARMSTRONG FIRM (717) 255-7600 

FAX (717) 236-8278 CHARLES E. THOMAS 

•Direct Dial: (717) 255-7627 (1913 - 1998) 

E-Mail: parrasttong@ttanlaw.com 

October 19, 2005 

VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL AND ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Mr. Christopher Van de Verg 
Core Communications, Inc. 
209 West Street 
Suite 302 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

In re; Request for Interconnections; Application of Core Communications 

Dear Chris: 

We have reviewed interconnection terms and conditions between Core and our clients and have 
drafted a generic Interconnection Agreement that may form the basis of the discussions between Core 
and the RTCC clients that we represent. On behalf of our RTCC clients we are enclosing a "draft" 
Interconnection Agreement for Core's provision of facility-based local exchange services within the 
local service areas of the RTCC client companies. Due to the number and diversity of our clients, 
there will need to be individual modifications to reflect the specifics that are or are not applicable to 
each RTCC company, the specific network operations of Core and each RTCC client with respect to 
each local interconnection, and other differences between and among the companies. Accordingly, 
the parties will need to work through these specifics. Also, we are working with a large number of 
companies, and many of them have little or no experience with interconnection. These companies are 
still reviewing the draft to determine whether it is consistent with their actual operations, capabilities 
and expected business arrangement, and their review may necessitate further changes in the draft. 
In the interest of time, we are forwarding the draft agreement to you while their review continues. 
Further, this is an evolving process and one largely dependent on Core's actual business plan which 
undoubtedly will become more apparent as the parties proceed; thus we note that the attached Is 
subject to further modification as more information is provided by Core. 

In the interest of efficiency, we are endeavoring to combine our effort on behalf of the group 
of companies we represent. Our combined effort will benefit Core in that Core will not be required to 
negotiate individually with twenty companies. However, none of our clients are waiving their right to 
pursue their own positions in negotiation which may be separate from those of the other group 
members or to conduct negotiations separately from the group. 



Mr. Christopher Van de Verg 
October 19, 2005 
Page 2 

We look forward to moving this matter along and welcome the opportunity to discuss our 
proposed Agreement with you in the near future. Please advise us of potential available dates to 
discuss. 

Very truly yours, 

THOMAS, THOMAS, ARMSTRONG & NIESEN 

Regina Matz 
Mark Thomas 
Patricia Armstrong 

F:VCLIENTS\UTILITY\Rural Company Coalition\CLEC\Core Communications\applLcation\Letters\051019 C. Van de Verg.wpd 
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RECEIVED 
JAN a i mi 

PAPUSU6 UTIUTV COMMISSION 
IBenfTAfrrs BUREAU 

AGREEMENT 

by and between 

ABC TELEPHONE COMPANY 

and 

CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 



DRAFT -- For Discussion Purposes Page 1 ofxx 

PREFACE 

This Agreement ("Agreement") shall be deemed effective upon approval by the Commission (the 
"Effective Date"), between ABC Telephone Company ("ABC"), a corporation organized under the laws of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with offices at , 
and Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), a corporation organized under the laws ofthe State of Maryland 
with offices at 209 West Street, Suite 302, Annapolis, MD 21401 (Core and ABC may be referred to 
hereinafter, each, individually as a "Party," and, collectively, as the "Parties"). 

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to interconnect their local exchange networks for the purpose of 
transmission and termination of Telecommunications traffic that is within the scope of this Agreement, and 

WHEREAS, the interconnection between the Parties will allow the Customers of each Party to 
complete local calls to the Customers of the other Party within the local calling area of ABC ("Local 
Interconnection"); and 

WHEREAS, the nature of the interconnection arrangement between the Parties established 
pursuant to this Agreement is of mutual benefit to both Parties and is intended to fulfill their needs to 
exchange Local Traffic. 

Now, therefore, in consideration of the terms and conditions contained herein, ABC and Core 
hereby mutually agree as follows: 



DRAFT -- For Discussion Purposes Page 2 of xx 

PART A 
GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

1. General Rule 

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, when a term listed in this Glossary is used in this 
Agreement, the term shall have the meaning stated in this Glossary. A defined term intended to convey 
the meaning stated in this Glossary is capitalized when used. Other terms that are capitalized, and not 
defined in this Glossary or elsewhere in this Agreement, shall have the meaning stated in the Act. 
Additional definitions that are specific to the matters covered in a particular provision of this Agreement 
may appear in that provision. To the extent that there may be any conflict between a definition set forth in 
this Glossary and any definition in a specific provision, the definition set forth in the specific provision shall 
control with respect to that provision. 

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, any term defined in this Glossary which is defined 
or used in the singular shall include the plural, and any term defined in this Glossary which is defined or 
used in the plural shall include the singular. 

2. Definitions 

2.1 "Access Services" refers to interstate and intrastate switched access and private line transport 
services. 

2.2 "Act" means the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. §151 et seq.), as amended from time to 
time (including, but not limited to, by the Telecommunications Act of 1996). 

2.3 "Affiliate" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.4 "Agent" shall include an agent or servant. 

2.5 "Agreement" means this Agreement, as defined in Part B, Section 1 of the General Terms and 
Conditions. 

2.6 "Ancillary Traffic" means all traffic that is destined to provide Services ancillary to 
Telecommunications Services, or that may have special routing or billing requirements, including but not 
limited to the following: 911/E911, Operator Services, Directory Assistance, third party (except for that 
third party traffic that is specifically addressed in this Agreement), collect and calling card database^query 
and'Service, 800/888 database query and Service, CNAM, LIDB, and voice information Service. 

2.7 "Applicable Law" means all effective laws, administrative rules and regulations, and any court 
orders, rulings and decisions from courts of competent jurisdiction, applicable to each Party's performance 
of its obligations under this Agreement. 

2.8 "Business D a / ' means Monday through Friday, except for ABC's holidays. 

2.9 "Calendar Quarter" means January through March, April through June, July through September, 
or October through December 

2.10 "Calendar Year" means January through December. 

2.11 "Calling Party Number" or "CPN" means a CCS parameter that identifies the calling party's 
telephone number. 

2.12 "Central Office" or "CO" refers to a local switching system for connecting lines to lines, lines to 
trunks, or trunks to trunks for the purpose of originating/terminating calls over the public switched 
telephone network. A single Central Office may handle several Central Office codes ("NXXs"). 
Sometimes this term is used to refer to a telephone company building in which switching systems and 
telephone equipment are installed. 

2.13 "Central Office Switch" refers to a switch used to provide Telecommunications Services, 
including, but not limited to, End Office and Tandem Switches. A Central Office Switch may also be 
employed as a combination End Office/Tandem Office Switch. 

2.14 "Commission" shall mean the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission. 



DRAFT -- For Discussion Purposes Page 3 o fxx 

2.15 "Common Channel Signaling" or "CCS" refers to a method of transmitting call set-up and network 
control data over a digital signaling network separate from the public switched telephone network facilities 
that carry the actual voice or data content of the call. The CCS currently used by the Parties is SS7. 

2.16 "Common Language Location Identifier" or "CLLI Code" refers to a code developed by Telcordia 
Technologies as a method of identifying physical locations and equipment such as buildings, Central 
Offices, poles and antennas. There are three (3) basic formats for CLLI Codes: network entity, network 
support site, and customer site. 

2.17 "Competitive Local Exchange Carrier" or "CLEC" refers to any Local Exchange Carrier providing 
Local Exchange Telecommunications Service in any area where it is not an Incumbent Local Exchange 
Carrier ("ILEC"). Core is a CLEC. 

2.18 "Customer" or "End User" means a third party residential or business end user of Telephone 
Exchange Services provided by either of the Parties. 

2.19 "Customer Proprietary Network Information" or "CPNI" is as defined in the Act. 

2.20 "Day" means calendar days unless otherwise specified. 

2.21 "End Office Switch" or "End Office" means a switching entity that is used to terminate Customer 
station Loops for the purpose of interconnection to each other and to trunks. 

2.22 "Enhanced Services" shall mean services offered over common carrier transmission facilities 
used in interstate communications, which employ computer processing applications that act on the format, 
content, code, protocol or similar aspects of the Customer's transmitted information; provide the Customer 
with additional, different, or restructured information; or involve Customer interaction with stored 
information. 

2.23 "Enhanced Service Provider" or "ESP" shall mean a provider of Enhanced Services. 

2.24 "Entrance Facility" shall mean the facilities between a Party's designated premises and the 
Central Office serving that designated premises. 

2.25 "FCC" shall mean the Federal Communications Commission. 

2.26 "Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier"' or "ILEC" shall have the meaning stated in the Act. 

2.27 "Interexchange Carrier" or "IXC" means a Telecommunications Carrier that provides, directly or 
indirectly, InterLATA or IntraLATA Telephone Toll Services. 

2.28 "Internet" means the collective international network of interoperable public, private, managed and 
non-managed computer and Telecommunications facilities, including both hardware and software, which 
comprise the interconnected world-wide network of networks that employ the Transmission Control 
Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), or any predecessor or successor protocols to such protocol, to 
communicate information of all kinds by wireline or wireless connections. 

2.29 "Internet Protocol" refers to a standard networking protocol that provides information transmission 
across interconnected networks, between computers with diverse hardware architectures and various 
operating systems, and keeps track of Internet addresses for different nodes, routes outgoing information 
and recognizes incoming information. 

2.30 "Internet Service Provider" or "ISP" is a vendor who provides access for Customers (companies 
and private individuals) to the Internet and the World Wide Web for Telecommunication Services or other 
means, but does not include a common carrier to the extent that it provides common carrier services. 

2.31 "Internet Traffic" or "ISP Bound Traffic" means dial-up ISP traffic that is originated and dialed by 
an End User of one Party, delivered to the other Party, and terminated by the other Party to an ISP within 
ABC's local serving area as defined by the effective local exchange tariff(s) of ABC, including mandatory 
local calling scope arrangements established and defined by the Commission ("Local Internet Traffic"). A 
mandatory local calling scope arrangement is an arrangement that provides End Users a local calling 
scope; i.e. Extended Area Service ("EAS"), beyond the End User's basic exchange serving area. 
Therefore Local Internet Traffic, for purposes of this Agreement, includes both intra-exchange calls and 
EAS calls originated by an End User of one Party, delivered to the other Party, and terminated by the other 
Party to an ISP. 
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2.32 "IntraLATA Traffic" means telecommunications traffic .that originates and terminates within the 
same LATA. 

2.33 "Interconnection Point" or "IP" means the location on the incumbent LEC network of ABC at which 
the connection is made by Core for the exchange of Local Traffic between the Parties. 

2.34 "Local Access and Transport Area" or "LATA" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.35 "Local Exchange Carrier or "LEC" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.36 "Local Exchange Routing Guide" or "LERG" shall mean a Telcordia Technologies reference 
containing NPA/NXX routing and homing information. 

2.37 "Local Number Portability ("LNP")" means the ability of Customers of Telecommunications 
Services to retain, within the same geographic Rate Center Area associated with the Customer's NPA-
NXX code, existing telecommunications numbers without impairment of quality, reliability, or convenience 
when switching from one telecommunications carrier to another. 

2.38 "Local Service Request" ("LSR") means an industry standard form or a mutually agreed upon 
change thereof, used by the Parties to add, establish, change or disconnect local services. 

2.39 "Local Traffic" or "Subject Traffic" means traffic that is originated by an End User of one Party on 
that Party's network and terminates to an End User of the other Party on that other Party's network within 
ABC's local serving area as defined bythe effective loca! exchange tariff(s) of ABC, including mandatory 
local calling scope arrangements established and defined by the Commission. A mandatory local calling 
scope arrangement is an arrangement that provides End Users a local calling scope; i.e. Extended Area 
Service ("EAS"), beyond the End User's basic exchange serving area. Therefore Local Traffic, for 
purposes of this Agreement, includes both intra-exchange calls and non-optional EAS calls, and does not 
include any optional extended local scope service arrangement. For this purpose, Local Traffic does not 
include any ISP-Bound Traffic. 

2.40 "North American Numbering Plan" ("NANP") means the plan for the allocation of unique 10-digit 
directory numbers consisting of a three-digit area code, a three-digit office code, and a four-digit line 
number. The plan also extends to format variations, prefixes, and special code applications. 

2.41 "Numbering Plan Area ("NPA")" (sometimes referred to as an area code) is the three-digit 
indicator which is designated by the first three digits of each 10-digit telephone number within the NANP. 
Each NPA contains 800 possible NXX Codes. There are two general categories of NPA, "Geographic 
NPAs" and "Non-Geographic NPAs." A "Geographic NPA" is associated with a defined geographic area, 
and all telephone numbers bearing such NPA are associated with services provided within that geographic 
area. A "Non-Geographic NPA," also known as a "Service Access Code (SAC Code)" is typically 
associated with a specialized telecommunications service which may be provided across multiple 
geographic NPA areas; 500, 800, 900, 700, and 888 are examples of Non-Geographic NPAs. 

2.42 "NXX," "NXX Code," "NNX," "COC," "Central Office Code," or "CO Code" is the three-digit switch 
entity indicator which is defined by the fourth, fifth and sixth digits of a 10-digit telephone number within 
NANP. 

2.43 "Proprietary Information" shall have the same meaning as Confidential Information. 

2.44 "Providing Party" means a Party offering or providing a Service to the other Party under this 
Agreement. 

2.45 "Purchasing Party" means a Party requesting or receiving a Service from the other Partyunder 
this Agreement. 

2.46 "Rate Center Area" refers to the geographic area that has been identified as being associated with 
a particular NPA-NXX code assigned to the LEC for its provision of Telephone Exchange Services. The 
Rate Center Area is the exclusive geographic area that the LEC has identified as the area within which it 
will provide Telephone Exchange Services bearing the particular NPA-NXX designation associated with 
the specific Rate Center Area. 

2.47 "Rate Center Point" refers to a specific geographic point, defined by a V&H coordinate, located 
within the Rate Center Area and used to measure distance for the purpose of billing for distance-sensitive 
Telephone Exchange Services and Toll Traffic. 
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2.48 "Reciprocal Compensation" means the arrangement for recovering, in accordance with Section 
251 (b)(5) of the Act, costs incurred for the transport and termination of Subject Traffic originating by the 
Customers of one Party on that Party's network and terminating to the Customers of the other Party on 
that other Party's network. 

2.49 "Service" means any Interconnection arrangement, Telecommunications Service, or other service, 
facility or arrangement, offered by a Party under this Agreement. 

2.50 "Signaling System 7" or "SS7" refers to the common channel out-of-band signaling protocol (CCS) 
developed by the Consultative Committee for International Telephone and Telegraph (CCITT) and the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI). Core and ABC currently utilize this out-of-band signaling 
protocol. 

2.51 "Subsidiary" means a corporation or other person that is controlled by a Party, controls a Party, or 
is under common control with a Party. 

2.52 "Switched Exchange Access Service" means the offering of transmission and switching services 
for the purpose of the origination or termination of Toll Traffic. Switched Exchange Access Services 
include but may not be limited to; Feature Group A, Feature Group B, Feature Group D, 700 access, 800 
access, 888 access and 900 access. 

2.53 "Synchronous Optical Network ("SONET") is an optical interface standard that allows interworking 
of transmission products from multiple vendors (i.e., mid-span meets). The base rate is 51.84 MHps (OC-
1 /STS-1 and higher rates are direct multiples of the base rate up to 1.22 GHps). 

2.54 "Tandem Switch" means a switching entity that has billing and recording capabilities and is used 
to connect and switch trunk circuits between and among End Office Switches and between and among 
End Office Switches and carriers' aggregation points, points of termination, or points of presence, and to 
provide Switched Exchange Access Services. 

2.55 "Tandem Transit Traffic" or "Transit Traffic" includes Telephone Exchange Service traffic that 
originates on one Party's network, and is transported through the other Party's tandem switch to a third-
party's network, including, but not limited to, a CLEC, Commercial Mobile Radio Service ("CMRS") carrier, 
or other LEC, that subtends the relevant other Party's tandem switch to which the originating Party delivers 
such traffic. Transit Traffic also includes Telephone Exchange Service that originates on a third party's 
network, including but not limited to a CLEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC that is transported through one 
Party's tandem switch and delivered to the other Party. 

2.56 "Tandem Transit Trunks" means those trunks as referenced in Section 2 of the Interconnection 
Attachment. 

2.57 "Tariff' means a filing made at the state or federal level for the provision of a telecommunications 
service by a telecommunications carrier that provides for the terms, conditions and pricing of that service. 
Such filing may be required or voluntary and may or may not be specifically approved by the Commission 
or FCC. 

2.58 "Telcordia Technologies" refers to Telcordia Technologies, Inc., formerly known as Bell 
Communications Research, Inc. (Bellcore). 

2.59 "Telecommunications" is as defined in the Act. 

2.60 "Telecommunications Carrier" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.61 "Telecommunications Services" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.62 "Telephone or Local Exchange Service" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.63 "Transit Service" means the delivery of Transit Traffic. 

2.64 "Voice over Internet Protocol Traffic" or "VOIP Traffic" is voice communications traffic that utilizes 
Internet Protocol format for some or all of the transmission of the call. 

2.65 "Wire Center" means a building or portion thereof which serves as the premises for one or more 
Central Office Switches and related facilities. 
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PART B 

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

In consideration of the mutual promises contained in this Agreement, and intending to be legally 
bound, Core and ABC hereby agree as follows: 

1. Scope of this Agreement 

1.1 This Agreement includes: (a) the Principal Document, including Attachments A through C; and (b) 
a written Order by a Party that has been accepted in writing by the other Party. This Agreement specifies 
the rights and obligations of each Party with respect to the establishment of Local Interconnection within 
the incumbent service area of ABC. Certain terms used in this Agreement shall have the meanings 
defined in the Glossary of Terms, or as otherwise elsewhere defined throughout this Agreement. Other 
terms used but not defined herein will have the meanings ascribed to them in the Act, in the FCC's, and in 
the Commission's Rules and Regulations. PART B sets forth the General Terms and Conditions 
governing this Agreement. The remaining Parts set forth, among other things, descriptions of the 
services, pricing, technical and business requirements, and physical and network security requirements. 

1.2 Except as otherwise expressly provided in the Agreement, any conflict between the provisions in 
the Agreement and any attachments, exhibits and documents attached to it or referenced within shall be 
resolved in favor of the attachment, exhibit or document. The fact that a provision appears in the 
Agreement but not in a document outside of this Agreement, or in a document outside of this Agreement 
but not in the Agreement, shall not be interpreted as, or deemed grounds for finding, a conflict for the 
purposes of this Section. 

1.3 Except as otherwise provisioned in the Agreement, the Agreement may not be waived or modified 
except by a written document that is signed by the Parties. Subject to the requirements of Applicable Law, 
a Party shall have the right to add, modify, or withdraw, its Tariff(s) at any time, without the consent of, or 
notice to, the other Party. 

1.4 In connection with this Agreement, a Party may purchase services from the other Party pursuant 
to that other Party's Tariff. In such instances, the rates, terms, and conditions of the other Party's Tariff 
shall apply. 

2. Reserved for Future Use 

3. Regulatory Approvals 

3.1 This Agreement, and any amendment or modification hereof, will be submitted to the Commission 
for approval within thirty (30) Days after obtaining the last required Agreement signature. Core and ABC 
shall use their best efforts to obtain approval of this Agreement by any regulatory body having jurisdiction 
over this Agreement. In the event any governmental authority or agency rejects any provision hereof, the 
Parties shall negotiate promptly and in good faith such revisions as may reasonably be required to achieve 
approval. 

3.2 In the event of any amendment of the Act, any effective legislative action or any effective 
regulatory or judicial order, rule, regulation, arbitration award, dispute resolution procedures under this 
Agreement or other legal action purporting to apply the provisions of the Act to the Parties or in which the 
court, FCC or the Commission makes a generic determination that is generally applicable which revises, 
modifies or reverses Applicable Law and such changes to Applicable Law require that this Agreement be 
amended, either Party may, by providing written notice to the other Party, require that the affected 
provisions of this Agreement be renegotiated in good faith and this Agreement shall be amended 
accordingly to reflect any pricing, terms and conditions required by any such Amended Rules. 

3.3 Notwithstanding any other provision of the Agreement, neither Party shall be obligated to offer or 
provide any service, facility, or interconnection arrangement to the other Party that is not required by the 
Act or under controlling regulatory requirements. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Agreement, 
but without limiting any other right either Party may have under this Agreement, either Party may cease 
providing a service, facility, or interconnection arrangement that is not required by the Act or under 
controlling regulatory requirements. To the extent that some service, facility, or interconnection 
arrangement provided by one Party to the other Party under this Agreement is determined not to be 
required under the Act or under controlling regulatory requirements, then the providing Party upon 90 days 
written notice to the other Party may discontinue the provision of such service, facility, or interconnection 
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arrangement. To the extent the discontinued service or interconnection arrangement is available under 
prevailing tariffs from the Providing Party, then the Purchasing Party, may, at its option, obtain such 
services, facilities, or interconnection arrangements pursuant to the terms of such tariffs. Prior to>any 
discontinuance of service, the Parties will seek to amend this Agreement. 

4. Term and Termination 

4.1 This Agreement shall be effective as of the Effective Date and, unless cancelled or terminated 
earlier in accordance with the terms hereof, shall continue in effect for a period of 1 year (12) months after 
the Effective Date of this Agreement (the "Initial Term"). Thereafter, this Agreement shall renew 
automatically for successive six (6) month terms, commencing on the termination date of the initial term or 
latest renewal term and continue in force and effect unless and until cancelled or terminated as provided 
in this Agreement. 

4.2 Either ABC or Core may terminate this Agreement effective upon the expiration of the Initial Term 
or subsequent renewal term by providing written notice of termination at least ninety (90) days in advance 
of the date of termination. 

4.3 In the event of such termination, those service arrangements made available under this 
agreement and existing at the time of termination shall continue without interruption under (a) a new 
agreement executed by the Parties, (b) tariff terms and conditions of the Parties, or if neither of the above 
is available, under the terms of this Agreement on a month-to-month basis until such time as (a) or (b) 
becomes available, but under no circumstance shall such terms continue for more than 180 days after the 
termination date. 

4.4 If either ABC or Core provides notice of termination pursuant to Section 4 and by 11:59 PM 
Eastern Time on the proposed date of termination neither ABC nor Core has requested negotiation of a 
new interconnection agreement, (a) this Agreement will terminate, and (b) the Services, being provided 
under this Agreement at the time of termination will be terminated in accordance with the requirements of 
the Commission and Applicable Law. 

5. Attachments 

The following Attachments are a part of this Agreement: 

Additional Services Attachment 
Interconnection Attachment 
Pricing Attachment 

6. Applicable Law 

6.1 The construction, interpretation and performance of this Agreement shall be governed by (a) the 
laws of the United States of America and (b) the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including but 
not limited to the Act, the rules, regulations and orders of the FCC and the Commission, and any orders 
and decisions of a court of competent jurisdiction ("Applicable Law"). All disputes relating to this 
Agreement shall be resolved through the application of such laws. 

6.2 Each Party shall remain in compliance with Applicable Law in the course of performing this 
Agreement. 

6.3 Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or failure in performance caused or required by 
Applicable Law, or the acts or failures to act of any governmental entity or official to the extent such acts 
or failures to act were not caused or solicited by either Party and/or comply with Applicable Law. 

6.4 If any provision of this Agreement shall be invalid or unenforceable under Applicable Law, such 
invalidity or unenforceability shall not invalidate or render unenforceable any other provision of this 
Agreement, and this Agreement shall be construed as if it did not contain such invalid or unenforceable 
provision; provided, that if the invalid or unenforceable provision is a material provision of this Agreement, 
or the invalidity or unenforceability materially affects the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder or the 
ability of a Party to perform any material provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly 
renegotiate in good faith and amend in writing this Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable 
revisions to this Agreement as may be required in order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law. 

6.5 If any final and unstayed legislative, regulatory, judicial or other governmental decision, order, 
determination or action, or any change in Applicable Law, materially affects any material provision of this 
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Agreement, the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder, or the ability of a Party to perform any material 
provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly renegotiate in good faith and amend in writing this 
Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable revisions to this Agreement as may be required in 
order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law. 

7. Assignment 

7.1 Except as provided below, any assignment by either Party of any right, obligation, or'duty, in whole 
or in part, or of any interest, without the written consent of the other Party shall be void, and the assigning 
Party shall remain responsible for all obligations hereunder. 

7.2 Either Party may assign all of its rights, and delegate its obligations, liabilities and duties under this 
Agreement, either in whole or in part, to any entity that is, or that was immediately preceding such 
assignment, an Affiliate of that Party without consent, but with written notification made no later than thirty 
(30) days prior to the assignment's effective date. 

7.3 The effectiveness of any assignment shall be expressly conditioned upon the assignee's written 
assumption of all rights, obligations, and duties of the assigning Party. Assignee's written assumption 
shall be made and delivered to the non-assigning Party no later than thirty (30) days prior to the 
assignment's effective date. Unless prior written consent is obtained, where necessary, and assignee 
expressly assumes all rights, obligations, and duties of the assigning Party hereunder as provided herein, 
the assigning Party shall remain responsible for aii rights, obligations, and duties under this Agreement. 

8. Assurance of Performance 

8.1 When reasonable grounds for insecurity arise with respect to the performance of either Party, the 
other Party may in writing demand adequate assurance of due performance. 

8.2 The reasonableness of grounds for insecurity and the adequacy of any assurance offered shall be 
determined according to Telecommunications industry standards. Reasonable grounds for insecurity 
include, but are not iimited to: (a) the failure of a Party to demonstrate that it ts creditworthy, (b) the failure 
of a Party to timely pay a bill or perform a service or obligation as required by this Agreement, or (c) a 
Party admits its inability to pay debts as such debts become due, commenced a voluntary case (or has 
had a case commenced against it) under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code or any other law relating to 
bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization, or winding-up, made an assignment for the benefit of creditors or 
is subject to a receivership or similar proceeding. 

8.3 Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, after receipt of a justified demand, a Party shall have 
thirty (30) days to provide assurance of due performance as is adequate under the circumstances of the 
particular case. 

8.4 To the extent that a cash deposit may be required, the Parties intend that the provision of such 
deposit shall constitute the grant of a security interest in the deposit pursuant to Article 9 of the Uniform 
Commercial Code as in effect in any relevant jurisdiction. 

8.5 A Party shall pay interest on a cash deposit required under this Section at a rate equal to the 
prime commercial rate on loans charged by the secured Party. 

8;6 To the extent that a letter of credit or cash deposit is required under this Section, a Party may (but 
is not obligated to) draw on the letter of credit or cash deposit, as applicable, upon thirty (30) days written 
notice to the other Party in respect of any amounts to be paid by such Party hereunder that are not paid 
within thirty (30) days of the date that payment of such amounts is required by this Agreement. 

8.7 If a Party draws on the letter of credit or cash deposit, the other Party shall provide a replacement 
or supplemental letter of credit or cash deposit in accordance with the requirements of this Section. 

8.8 Notwithstanding anything else set forth in this Agreement, if a Party makes a request for 
assurance of performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, and the other Party fails to provide 
adequate assurance of due performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, the failure of which 
will substantially impair the value of the Agreement to the other Party, then the aggrieved Party may 
suspend its own performance under the Agreement until such time as the other Parly provides such 
assurance of performance. 

8.9 The fact that assurance of performance is requested by a Party hereunder shall in no way relieve 
the other Party from compliance with the requirements of this Agreement, nor constitute a waiver or 
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modification of any terms of this Agreement. 

9. Audits 

9.1 Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this Agreement, either Party ("Auditing Party") 
may audit the other Party's ("Audited Party") records for the purpose of evaluating the accuracy of the 
Audited Party's bills and compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement. Such audits may be 
performed once in each Calendar Year; provided, however, that audits may be conducted more frequently 
(but no more frequently than once in each Calendar Quarter) if an immediately preceding audit found 
previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate value 
of at least $50,000. 

9.2 Prior to commencing the audit, the auditors shall execute.an agreement with the Audited Party in 
a form reasonably acceptable to the Audited Party that protects the confidentiality of the information 
disclosed by the Audited Party to the auditors. The audit shall take place at a time and place agreed upon 
by the Parties; provided, that the Auditing Party may require that the audit commence no later than sixty 
(60) days after the Auditing Party has given notice of the audit to the Audited Party. 

9.3 Each Party shall cooperate fully in any such audit, providing reasonable access to any and all 
records reasonably necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party's bills. 

9.4 Audits shall be performed at the Auditing Party's expense, provided that there shall be no charge 
for reasonable access to the Audited Party's records in the format in which such records are stored by the 
Audited Party necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party's bills, unless the auditors discover 
previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate value 
of at least $50,000, in which case the Audited Party shall pay for the audit. 

10. Authorization 

10.1 ABC represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and has full power and authority to execute and deliver 
this Agreement and to-perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

10.2 Core represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under 
the laws of the State of Maryland and has full power and authority to execute and deliver this Agreement 
and to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

10.3 Certification. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Core shall not place any orders under this1 

Agreement until it has obtained such authorization as may be required by Applicable Law, and only if such 
authorization is maintained. Core shall provide proof of such authorization to ABC upon request. 

11. Billing and Payment; Disputed Amounts 

11.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, each Party shall bill the other Party on a monthly 
basis in an itemized format. The Parties shall also exchange billing information to process claims and 
adjustments as between themselves and on behalf of their Customers. 

11.2 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, payment of amounts billed for Services provided 
under this Agreement, whether billed on a monthly basis or as otherwise provided in this Agreement, shall 
be due, in immediately available U.S. funds, within (the "Due Date") thirty (30) calendar days of the invoice 
date. If a Party does not receive a bill at least twenty (20) days prior to the thirty (30) day payment Due 
Date, then the bill shall be considered delayed. When the bill has been delayed, the billed Party may 
request an extension of the payment Due Date, by the number of days the bill was delayed. Such 
requests for a delay of the payment Due Date must be accompanied with proof of late bill receipt. 

11.3 If any portion of an amount billed by a Party under this Agreement is subject to a good faith 
dispute between the Parties, the billed Party shall give notice to the billing Party of the amounts it disputes 
("Disputed Amounts") and include in such notice the specific details and reasons for disputing each item. 
Notice of a dispute may be given by a Party at any time, either before or after an amount is paid, and a 
Party's payment of an amount shall not constitute a waiver of such Party's right to subsequently dispute its 
obligation to pay such amount or to seek a refund of any amount paid; provided, however, if the billed 
party fails to provide a notice of dispute within thirty (30) days of the payment Due Date for the amount in 
question, then the billed party shall be deemed to have waived any disputes as to those amounts, f h e 
billed Party shall pay by the Due Date all undisputed amounts. Billing disputes shall be subject to Dispute 
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Resolution under the terms of this Agreement. 

11.4 Undisputed charges due to the billing Party that are not paid by the Due Date, shall be subject to a 
late payment charge. The late payment charge shall be in an amount specified by the billing Party which 
Shall not exceed a rate of one-and-one-half percent (1.5%) of the overdue amount (including any unpaid 
previously billed late payment charges) per month. 

11.5 Although it is the intent of both Parties to submit timely statements of charges, failure by either 
Party to present statements to the other Party in a timely manner shall not constitute a breach or default, 
or a waiver ofthe right to payment of the incurred charges, by the billing Party under this Agreement, and, 
except for assertion of a provision of Applicable Law that limits the period in which a suit or other 
proceeding can be brought before a court or other governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction to collect 
amounts due, the billed Party shall not be entitled to dispute the billing Party's statement(s) based on the 
billing Party's failure to submit them in a timely fashion. 

11.6 All usage data and invoices to be provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be sent to the 
following addresses: 

To ABC 

To Core: 
Core Communications, Inc. 
209 West Street, Suite 302 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

12. Confidentiality 

12.1 As used in this Section 12 "Confidential Information" means the following information that is 
disclosed by one Party ("Disclosing Party") to the other Party ("Receiving Part/ ') in connection with, or 
anticipation of, this Agreement: 

Section 9; 
Books, records, documents and other information disclosed in an audit pursuant to 

Any forecasting information provided pursuant to this Agreement; 

iii. Customer Information (except to the extent that (a) the Customer information is published 
in a directory, (b) the Customer information is disclosed through or in the course of furnishing a 
Telecommunications Service, such as a Directory Assistance Service, Operator Service, Caller ID or 
similar service, or LIDB service, or, (c) the Customer to whom the Customer Information is related has 
authorized the Receiving Party to use and/or disclose the Customer Information); 

iv. Information related to specific facilities or equipment (including, but not limited to, cable 
and pair information); 

v. Any information that is in written, graphic, electromagnetic, or other tangible form, and 
marked at the time of disclosure as "Confidential" or "Proprietary," and 

vi. Any information that is communicated orally or visually and declared to the Receiving 
Party at the time of disclosure, and by written notice with a statement of the information given to the 
Receiving Party within ten (10) days after disclosure, to be "Confidential or "Proprietary". 

12.2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, a Party shall have the right to refuse to 
accept receipt of information which the other Party has identified as Confidential Information. 

12.3 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the Receiving Party shall: 

i. Use the Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party only in performance 
of this Agreement; and, 

ii. Using the same degree of care that it uses with similar confidential information of its own 
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(but in no case a degree of care that is less than commercially reasonable), hold Confidential Information 
received from the Disclosing Party in confidence and restrict disclosure of the Confidential Information 
solely to those of the Receiving Party's Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and 
contractors of the Receiving Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, that have a need to receive such 
Confidential Information in order to perform the Receiving Party's obligations under this Agreement. The 
Receiving Party's Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and contractors of the Receiving 
Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, shall be required by the Receiving Party to comply with the 
provisions of this Section in the same manner as the Receiving Party. The Receiving Party shall be liable 
for any failure of the Receiving Party's Affiliates or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or 
contractors of the Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates, to comply with the provisions of this 
Section. 

12.4 The Receiving Party shall return or destroy all Confidential Information received from the 
Disclosing Party, including any copies made by the Receiving Party, within thirty (30) days after a written 
request by the Disclosing Party is delivered to the Receiving Party, except for any Confidential Information 
that the Receiving Party reasonably requires to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

12.5 Unless otherwise agreed, the obligations of this Section do not apply to information that: 

i. Was, at the time of receipt, already in the possession of or known to the Receiving Party 
free of any obligation of confidentiality and restriction on use; 

ii. Is or becomes publicly available or known through no wrongful act of the Receiving Party, 
the Receiving Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors of the 
Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates; 

iii. Is rightfully received from a third person having no direct or indirect obligation of 
confidentiality or restriction on use to the Disclosing Party with respect to such information; 

iv. Is independently developed by the Receiving Party; 

v. Is approved for disclosure or use by written authorization of the Disclosing Party 
(including, but not limited to, in this Agreement); or 

vi. Is required to be disclosed by the Receiving Party pursuant to Applicable Law, provided 
that the Receiving Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to give adequate notice ofthe 
requirement to the Disclosing Party in order to enable the Disclosing Party to seek protective 
arrangements. 

12.6 Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section of the Agreement, the Receiving Party may use and 
disclose Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party to the extent necessary to enforce the 
Receiving Party's rights under this Agreement or Applicable Law. In making any such disclosure, the 
Receiving Party shall make reasonable efforts to preserve the confidentiality and restrict the use of the 
Confidential Information while it is in the possession of any person to whom it is disclosed, including, but 
not limited to, by requesting any governmental entity to whom the Confidential Information is disclosed to 
treat it as confidential and restrict its use to purposes related to the proceeding pending before it. 

12.7 The Disclosing Party shall retain all of the Disclosing Party's right, title and interest in any 
Confidential Information disclosed by the Disclosing Party to the Receiving Party. Except as otherwise 
expressly provided in this Agreement, no license is granted by this Agreement with respect to any 
Confidential Information (including, but not limited to, under any patent, trademark or copyright), nor is any 
such license to be implied solely by virtue of the disclosure of Confidential Information. 

12.8 The provisions of this Section shall be in addition to and not in derogation of any provisions of 
Applicable Law, including, but not limited to, 47 U.S.C. § 222, and are not intended to constitute a waiver 
by a Party of any right with regard to the use or protection of the confidentiality of CPNI provided by 
Applicable l a w . 

12.9 Each Party's obligations under this Section shall survive the expiration, cancellation or termination 
of this Agreement. 

13. Counterparts 
This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an 

original and all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 
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14. Default 

14.1 If either Party defaults in the payment of any amount due hereunder, or if either Party violates any 
other provision of this Agreement, and such default or violation shall continue for sixty (60) days after 
written notice thereof, the other Party may terminate this Agreement and services hereunder by written 
notice; provided the other Party has provided the defaulting Party with written notice at least twenty five 
(25) days' (which shall not begin to run until after the 60 day period) prior to terminating service. 

14.2 Notice shall be posted by overnight mail, return receipt requested. If the defaulting Party cures 
the default or violation within the twenty-five (25) day period, the other Party will not terminate service or 
this Agreement but shall be entitled to recover all costs, if any, incurred by it in connection with the default 
or violation, including, without limitation, costs incurred to prepare for the termination of service. For 
purposes of this Section, the terms 'default,' 'violate,' and 'violation,' in all of their forms, shall mean 
'materially default,' 'material default,' 'materially violate,' or 'material violation,' as appropriate. 

15. Discontinuance of Service by Core 

If Core proposes to discontinue, or actually discontinues, its provision of service to Customers in the ABC 
service area, Core shall provide notice of such discontinuance as required by Applicable Law. 

16. Dispute Resolution 

16.1 The Parties shall attempt to resolve any dispute between the Parties regarding the interpretation 
or enforcement of this Agreement or any of its terms by good faith negotiation between the Parties. To 
initiate such negotiation, a Party must provide to the other Party written notice of the dispute that includes 
both a detailed description of the dispute or alleged nonperformance and the name of an individual who 
has authority to resolve the dispute and will serve as the initiating Party's representative in the negotiation. 
The other Party shall have ten (10) Business Days to designate its own such representative in the 
negotiation. The Parties' representatives shall attempt to reach a good faith resolution of the dispute 
within thirty (30) days after the date of the initiating Party's written notice of the dispute. Upon mutual 
agreement, the Parties' representatives may utilize other alternative dispute resolution procedures such as 
private mediation to assist in the negotiations. 

16.2 If the Parties are unable to resolve the dispute within thirty (30) days of the date of the initiating 
Party's written notice, either Party may pursue any remedies available to it under this Agreement, at law, in 
equity, or otherwise, including, but not limited to, instituting an appropriate proceeding before the 
Commission, the FCC, or a court of competent jurisdiction. Except for FCC actions, all such proceedings 
shall be conducted within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

17. Force Majeure 

17.1 Neither Party shall be responsible for any delay or failure in performance which results from 
causes beyond its reasonable control ("Force Majeure Events"), whether or not foreseeable by such Party. 
Such Force Majeure Events include, but are not limited to, adverse weather conditions, flood, fire, 
explosion, earthquake, volcanic action, power failure, embargo, boycott, war, revolution, civil commotion, 
act of public enemies, labor unrest (including, but not limited to, strikes, work stoppages, slowdowns, 
picketing or boycotts), acts of God, or any other circumstances beyond the reasonable control and without 
the fault or negligence of the Party affected. 

17.2 If a Force Majeure Event occurs, the non-performing Party shall give prompt notification of its 
inability to perform to the other Party. During the period that the non-performing Party is unable to 
perform, the other Party shall also be excused from performance of its obligations to the extent such 
obligations are reciprocal to, or depend upon, the performance of the non-performing Party that has been 
prevented by the Force Majeure Event. The non-performing Party shall use commercially reasonable 
efforts to avoid or remove the cause(s) of its non-performance and both Parties shall proceed to perform 
once the cause(s) are removed or cease. 

17.3 Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 17.1 and 17.2, although a Force Majeure event could 
result in delay of a payment obligation, in no case shall a Force Majeure Event excuse either Party from 
an obligation to pay money as required by this Agreement. 

17.4 Nothing in this Agreement shall require the non-performing Party to settle any labor dispute except 
as the non-performing Party, in its sole discretion, determines appropriate. 

18. Forecasts 
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In addition to any other forecasts required by this Agreement, upon request by ABC, Core shall 
provide to ABC forecasts regarding the Services that Core expects to purchase from ABC, including, but 
not limited to, forecasts regarding the types and volumes of Sen/ices that Core expects to purchase and 
the locations where such Services will be purchased. Such forecasts are proprietary and confidential 
under the terms of this Agreement, and distribution of the forecasts or information based on such 
forecasts shall be limited to those persons at ABC who need to know such information in order to 
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase at the locations 
where such Services will be purchased. ABC shall exercise commercially reasonable best efforts to 
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services forecast by Core. 

19. Fraud 
Neither party shall bear responsibility for, nor have any obligation to investigate or make 

adjustments to the other Party's account in cases of, fraud by the other Party's Customers or other third 
parties. Provided, however, that both Parties shall cooperate to discover and prevent fraud by each 
Party's Customers or other third parties. 

20. Good Faith Performance 
The Parties shall act in good faith in their performance of this Agreement. Except as otherwise 

expressly stated in this Agreement (including, but not limited to, where consent, approval, agreement or a 
similar action is stated to be within a Party's sole discretion), where consent, approval, mutual agreement 
or a similar action is required by any provision of this Agreement, such action shall not be unreasonably 
withheld,-conditioned or delayed. 

21. Headings 
The headings used in the Agreement are inserted for convenience of reference only and are not 

intended to be a part of or to affect the meaning of the Agreement. 

22. Indemnification 

22.1 For the Services provided under this Agreement, each Party ("Indemnifying Party") shall 
indemnify, defend and hold harmless the other Party, it's Affiliates and their respective directors, officers 
and employees ("Indemnified Party"), the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, and the directors, officers and 
employees of the Indemnified Party and the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, from and against any and all 
Claims that arise out of bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, or destruction or loss of, 
tangible real and/or personal property, to the extent such injury, death, damage, destruction or loss, was 
caused by the gross negligence or intentionally wrongful acts or omissions of the Indemnifying Party, it's 
Affiliates, or their respective directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors (excluding the 
Indemnified Party). 

22.2 An Indemnifying Party's obligations under this Section shall be conditioned upon the following: 

i. The Indemnified Party: (a) shall give the Indemnifying Party notice of the Claim promptly after 
becoming aware thereof (including a statement of facts known to the Indemnified Party related to the 
Claim and an estimate of the amount thereof); (b) prior to taking any material action with respect to the 
Claim, shall consult with the Indemnifying Party as to the procedure to be followed in defending, settling, 
or compromising the Claim; (c) shall not consent to any settlement or compromise of a Claim without the 
written consent of the Indemnifying Party; (d) shall permit the Indemnifying Party to assume the defense of 
the Claim (including, except as provided below, the compromise or settlement thereof) at the Indemnifying 
Party's own cost and expense. 

ii. If the Indemnified Party fails to comply with the requirements of this Section with respect to a 
Claim, to the extent such failure shall have a material adverse effect upon the Indemnifying Party, the 
Indemnifying Party shal! be relieved of its obligation to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the 
Indemnified Person with respect to such Claim under this Agreement. 

iii. The Indemnifying Party shall have the authority to defend and settle any Claim subject to the 
conditions set forth below. 

a. With respect to any Claim, the Indemnified Party shall be entitled to participate with the 
Indemnifying Party in the defense of the Claim if the Claim requests equitable relief or other relief that 
could affect the rights of the Indemnified Party. In so participating, the Indemnified Person shall be 
entitled to employ separate counsel for such purposes at it's own expense. The Indemnified Party shall 
also be entitled to participate, at its own expense, in the defense of any Claim, as to any portion of the 
Claim as to which it is not entitled to be indemnified, defended and held harmless by the Indemnifying 
Party. The Indemnifying Party shall have no obligation to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the 
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Indemnified Party as to any portion of such Claim. 

b. In no event shall the Indemnifying Party settle a Claim or consent to any judgment with 
regard to a Claim without the prior written consent of the Indemnified Party, which shall not be 
unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed. In the event the settlement or judgment requires a 
contribution from or affects the rights of an Indemnified Party, the Indemnified Party shall have the right to 
refuse such settlement or judgment with respect to itself and, at its own cost and expense, take over the 
defense against the Claim,.provided that in such event the Indemnifying Party shall not be responsible for, 
nor shall it be obligated to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the Indemnified Party against, the Claim for 
any amount in excess of such refused settlement or judgment. 

c. The Indemnified Party shall, in all cases, assert any and all defenses, including, but not 
limited to, affirmative defenses, defenses set forth in applicable Tariffs and Customer contracts, that limit 
liability to third persons as a bar to, or limitation on, any Claim or damages by a third-person claimant. 

d. The Indemnifying Party and the Indemnified Party shall offer each other all reasonable 
cooperation and assistance in the defense of any Claim. 

22.3 Except as otherwise provided above, each Party agrees that it will not implead or bring any action 
against the other Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or any of the directors, officers or employees of the 
other Party or the other Party's Affiliates, based on any claim by any person for personal injury or death 
that occurs in the course or scope of employment of such person by the other Party or the other Party's 
Affiliate and that arises out of performance of this Agreement, consistent with Applicable Law. 

22.4 Each Party's obligations under this Section shall survive expiration, cancellation or termination of 
this Agreement. 

23. Reserved for Future Use 

24. Intellectual Property 

24.1 Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, this Agreement shall not be construed as granting a 
license with respect to any patent, copyright, trade name, trademark, service mark, trade secret or any 
other intellectual property, now or hereafter owned, controlled or licensable by either Party. 

24.2 Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, neither Party may use any patent, copyrightable 
materials, trademark, trade name, trade secret or other intellectual property right, of the other Party except 
in accordance with the terms of a separate license agreement between the Parties granting such rights. 

24.3 Core shall use commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain from its vendors who have licensed 
intellectual property rights to ABC in connection with facilities and Services provided hereunder licenses 
under such intellectual property rights as necessary for ABC to use such facilities and Services as 
contemplated hereunder and at least in the same manner used by Core for the facilities and Services 
provided hereunder. Core shall notify ABC immediately in the event that Core believes it has used its 
commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain such rights but has been unsuccessful in obtaining such 
rights. Nothing in this Section shall be construed in any way to condition, limit or alter a Party's 
indemnification obligations under this Agreement. 

24.4 NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS AGREEMENT, THE PARTIES 
AGREE THAT NEITHER PARTY HAS MADE, AND THAT THERE DOES NOT EXIST, ANY 
WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, THAT THE USE BY EACH PARTY OF THE OTHER'S 
SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT GIVE RISE TO A CLAIM OF 
INFRINGEMENT, MISUSE, OR MISAPPROPRIATION OF ANY INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT. 

25. Joint Work Product 
The Agreement is the joint work product of the Parties, has been negotiated by the Parties, and 

shall be fairly interpreted in accordance with its terms. In the event of any ambiguities, no inferences shall 
be drawn against either Party. 

26. Law Enforcement. 

26.1 Each Party may cooperate with law enforcement authorities and national security authorities to the 
full extent required or permitted by Applicable Law in matters related to Services provided by it under this 
Agreement, including, but not limited to, the production of records, the establishment of new lines or the 
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installation of new services on an existing line in order to support law enforcement and/or national security 
operations, and, the installation of wiretaps, trap-and-trace facilities and equipment, and dialed number 
recording facilities and equipment. 

26.2 A Party shall not have the obligation to inform the other Party or the Customers of the other Party 
of actions taken in cooperating with law enforcement or national security authorities, except to the extent 
required by Applicable Law. 

26.3 Where a law enforcement authorities or national security authorities request relates to the 
establishment of lines (including, but not limited to, lines established to support interception of 
communications on other lines), or the installation of other services, facilities or arrangements, a Party 
may act to prevent the other Party from obtaining access to such information concerning such lines, 
services, facilities and arrangements, through operations support system interfaces. 

27. Liability 

27.1 As used in this Section, "Service Failure" means a failure to comply with a direction to install, 
restore or terminate Services under this Agreement, a failure to provide Services under this Agreement, 
and failures, mistakes, omissions, interruptions, delays, errors, defects or the like, occurring in the course 
of the provision of any Services under this Agreement. 

27.2 Except as otherwise stated in this Section, the liability, if any, of a Party, a Party's Affiliates, and 
the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party's Affiliates, to the other Party, the other Party's 
Customers, and to any other person, for Claims arising out of a Service Failure shall not exceed an 
amount equal to the pro rata applicable monthly charge for the Services that are subject to the Service 
Failure for the period in which such Service Failure occurs. 

27.3 For the Services provided under this Agreement, except as otherwise stated in this Section, a 
Party, a Party's Affiliates, and the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party's Affiliates, shall 
not be liable to the other Party , the other Party's Customers, or to any other person, in connection with 
this Agreement (including, but not limited to, in connection with a Service Failure or any breach, delay or 
failure in performance, of this Agreement) for special, indirect, incidental, consequential, reliance, 
exemplary, punitive, or like damages, including, but not limited to, damages for lost revenues, profits or 
savings, or other commercial or economic loss, even if the person whose liability is excluded by this 
Section has been advised of the possibility of such damages. 

27.4 The limitations and exclusions of liability stated in this Section shall apply regardless of the form of 
a claim or action, whether statutory, in contract, warranty, strict liability, tort (including, but not limited to, 
negligence of a Party), or otherwise. 

27.5 Nothing contained in this Section shall exclude or limit liability: 

27.5.1 under Sections dealing with Indemnification, or, Taxes; 

27.5.2 for any obligation to indemnify, defend and/or hold harmless that a Party may have under this 
Agreement; 

27.5.3 for damages arising out of or resulting from bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, 
or destruction or loss of, tangible real and/or personal property of any person, or Toxic or Hazardous 
Substances, to the extent such damages are otherwise recoverable under Applicable Law; 

27.5.4 for a claim for infringement of any patent, copyright, trade name, trade mark, service mark, or 
other intellectual property interest; 

27.5.5 under Section 258 of the Act or any order of the FCC or the Commission implementing Section 
258; 

27.5.6 under the financial incentive or remedy provisions of any service quality plan required by the FCC 
or the Commission; or, 

27.5.7 caused by the gross negligence or intentionally wrongful acts or omissions. 

27.6 In the event that the liability of a Party, a Party's Affiliate, or a director, officer or employee of a 
Party or a Party's Affiliate, is limited and/or excluded under both this Section and a provision of an 
applicable Tariff, the liability of the Party or'other person shall be limited to the smaller of the amounts for 
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which such Party or other person would be liable under this Section or the Tariff provision. 

27.7 Each Party shall, in its tariffs and other contracts with its Customers, provide that in no case.shall 
the other Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers or employees of the other Party or the 
other Party's Affiliates, be liable to such Customers or other third persons for any special, indirect, 
incidental, consequential, reliance, exemplary, punitive or other damages, arising out of a Service Failure. 

28. Network Management 

28.1 Cooperation. The Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to install 
and maintain a reliable network. ABC and Core will exchange appropriate information {e.g., network 
information, maintenance contact numbers, escalation procedures, and information required to comply 
with requirements of law enforcement.and national security agencies) to achieve this desired reliability. In 
addition, the Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to apply sound network 
management principles to alleviate and/or prevent traffic congestion. 

28.2 Responsibility for Following Standards. Each Party recognizes a responsibility to follow the 
standards that may be agreed to between the Parties and to employ characteristics and methods of 
operation that will not interfere with or impair the sen/ice, network or facilities of the other Party or any third 
parties connected with or involved directly in the network or facilities of the other. 

28.3 Interference or Impairment. If a Party ("Impaired Party") reasonably determines that the services, 
network, facilities, or methods of operation of the other Party ("Interfering.Party") will or are likely to 
significantly degrade the Impaired Party's provision of services or the operation of the Impaired Party's 
network or facilities, the Impaired Party may interrupt or suspend service provided to the interfering party 
to the extent necessary to prevent such interference or impairment, subject to the following: 

i. The Impaired Party must notify the Interfering Party and allow that Party a reasonable 
opportunity to correct the problem. 

ii. Where the Impaired Party does not know the precise cause of the interference or impairment, it 
must notify each Carrier that may have caused or contributed to the problem. 

iii. Except in emergency situations (e.g., situations involving a risk of bodily injury to persons or 
damage to tangible property, or an interruption in Customer service) or as otherwise provided in this 
Agreement, the Impaired Party shall provide the Interfering Party at least ten (10) days' prior written notice 
of the interference or impairment or potential interference or impairment and the need to correct the 
condition within said time period;. 

iv. Where the interference or impairment asserted by the Impaired Party remains unresolved by 
the Interfering Party after ten (10) days, the Impaired Party must establish with specific and verifiable 
information that a particular service, network, facility or method of operation of the Interfering Party is 
causing the significant degradation. 

v. Where the Impaired Party demonstrates that a particular service, network, facility or method of 
operation of the Interfering Party is significantly degrading the performance of the Impaired Party's 
provision of services, the Interfering Party shall discontinue deployment of that service and correct the 
interference or impairment or migrate its Customers to technologies that will not significantly degrade the 
performance of other such services. Upon correction of the interference or impairment, the Impaired 
Party will promptly restore the interrupted or suspended Service. The Impaired Party shall not be 
obligated to provide an out-of-service credit allowance or other compensation to the Interfering Party in 
connection with the suspended Service unless Service was improperly interrupted or suspended by the 
Impaired Party. 

'28.4 Outage Repair Standard. In the event of an outage or trouble in any Service being provided by a 
Party hereunder, the Providing Party will follow industry standard procedures for isolating and clearing the 
outage or trouble in a manner consistent with its obligations to act in a non-discriminatory manner. 

29. Notice of Network Changes 

If a Party makes a change in the information necessary for the transmission and routing of services using 
that Party's facilities or network, or any other change in its facilities or network that will materially affect the 
interoperability of its facilities or network with the other Party's facilities or network, the Party making the 
change shall provide notice to the other Party of the change at least ninety (90) days in advance of such 
change; provided, however, that if an earlier publication of notice of a change is required by Applicable 
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Law, notice shall be given at the time required by Applicable Law. 

30. Notices 

30.1 Except as othenwise provided in this Agreement, notices given by one Party to the other Party 
under this Agreement: 

30.1.1 shall be in writing; 

30.1.2 shall be delivered (a) personally, (b) by express delivery service with next Business Day delivery, 
or (c) by certified or registered U.S. mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid; and 

30.1.3 shall be delivered to the following addresses of the Parties: 

To: Core Communications, Inc. 
209 West Street, Suite 302 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

with a copy to: 

To: ABC Telephone Company 

with a copy to: 

Thomas Thomas Armstrong & Niesen 
212 Locust Street 
P. O. Box 9500 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500 
Telephone Number: 717-255-7600 

or to such other address(s) as either Party may designate from time to time by proper notice. 

30.2 Notices will be deemed given as of the earlier of (a) where there is personal delivery of the notice, 
the date of actual receipt, (b) where the notice is sent via express delivery service for next Business Day 
delivery, the next Business Day after the notice is sent, and (c) where notice is sent via certified or 
registered U.S. mail, the date of receipt shown on the Postal Service receipt. 

31 . Performance Standards 

31.1 ABC shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by 
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law. 

31.2 Core shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by 
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law. 

31.3 To the extent that Core requests interconnection services or network arrangements for the 
exchange of Telecommunications traffic or any other services pursuant to this Agreement and the 
fulfillment of that request would involve service or network arrangements beyond that which ABC provides 
for its own services or with any other carrier, ABC may, at its option, provide such superior arrangements 
under the condition that Core shall be responsible for any additional costs that may arise for the 
provisioning and operation of such superior arrangements. 

32. Point of Contact for Core Customers 
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32.1 Core shall establish telephone numbers and mailing addresses at which Core Customers may 
communicate with Core and shall advise Core Customers of these telephone numbers and mailing 
addresses. 

32.2 Except as otherwise agreed to by ABC, ABC shall have no obligation, and may decline, to accept 
a communication from a Core Customer, including, but not limited to, a Core Customer request for repair 
or maintenance of an ABC Service provided to Core. To the extent the correct provider can be 
determined, misdirected calls received by either Party will be referred to the proper Service provider. 

33. Publicity and Use of Trademarks or Service Marks 

33.1 A Party, its Affiliates, and their respective contractors and Agents, shall not use the other Party's 
trademarks, service marks, logos or other proprietary trade dress, in connection with the sale of products 
or services, or in any advertising, press releases, publicity matters or other promotional materials, unless 
the other Party has given its written consent for such use, which consent the other Party may grant or 
withhold in its sole discretion. 

33.2 Neither Party may imply any direct or indirect affiliation with or sponsorship or endorsement of it or 
its services or products by the other Party. 

34. References 

34.1 All references to Sections, Appendices and Exhibits shall be deemed to be references to 
Sections, Appendices and Exhibits of this Agreement unless the context shall otherwise require. 

34.2 Unless the context shall otherwise require, any reference to a Tariff, agreement, technical or other 
document {including ABC or third party guides, practices or handbooks), or provision of Applicable Law, is 
to such Tariff, agreement, document, or provision of Applicable Law, as amended and supplemented from 
time to time {and, in the case of a Tariff or provision of Applicable Law, to any successor Tariff or 
provision). 

35. Relationship of the Parties 

35.1 The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement shall be that of independent contractors and 
nothing herein shall be construed as creating any other relationship between the Parties. 

35.2 Nothing contained in this Agreement shall make either Party the employee of the other, create a 
partnership, joint venture, or other similar relationship between the Parties, or grant to either Party a 
franchise, distributorship or similar interest. 

35.3 Except for provisions herein expressly authorizing a Party to act for another Party, nothing in this 
Agreement shall constitute a Party as a legal representative or Agent of the other Party, nor shall a Party 
have the right or authority to assume, create or incur any liability or any obligation of any kind, express or 
implied, against, in the name or on behalf of the other Party unless otherwise expressly permitted by such 
other Party in writing, which permission may be granted or withheld by the other Party in its sole discretion. 

35.4 Each Party shall have sole authority and responsibility to hire, fire, compensate, supervise, and 
otherwise control its employees, Agents and contractors. Each Party shall be solely responsible for 
payment of any Social Security or other taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to pay in conjunction 
with its employees. Agents and contractors, and for withholding and remitting to the applicable taxing 
authorities any taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to collect from its employees. 

35.5 Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, no Party undertakes to perform any 
obligation of the other Party, whether regulatory or contractual, or to assume any responsibility for the 
management of the other Party's business. 

35.6 The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement is a non-exclusive relationship. 

36. Reservation of Rights 
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement, neither Party waives, and each Party 

hereby expressly reserves, its rights: (a) to appeal or otherwise seek the reversal of and changes in any 
arbitration decision associated with this Agreement; (b) to challenge the lawfulness of this Agreement and 
any provision of this Agreement; (c) to seek changes in this Agreement {including, but not limited to, 
changes in rates, charges and the Services that must be offered) through changes in Applicable Law; and; 
(d) to challenge the lawfulness and propriety of, and to seek to change, any Applicable Law, including, but 
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not limited to any rule, regulation, order or decision of the Commission, the FCC, or a court of applicable 
jurisdiction. Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to limit or prejudice any position a Party has taken 
or may take before the Commission, the FCC, any other state or federal regulatory or legislative bodies, 
courts of applicable jurisdiction, or industry fora. The provisions of this Section shall survive the expiration, 
cancellation or termination of this Agreement. 

37. Subcontractors 
A Party may use a contractor (including, but not limited to, an Affiliate of the Party) to perform the 

Party's obligations under this Agreement; provided, that a Party's use of a contractor shall not release the 
Party from any duty or liability to fulfill the Party's obligations under this Agreement. 

38. Successors and Assigns 
This Agreement shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their respective 

legal successors and permitted assigns. 

39. Survival 
The rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party for acts or omissions occurring prior to the 

expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party 
under any provision of this Agreement regarding confidential information, indemnification or defense, or 
limitation or exclusion of liability, and the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party under any provision of 
this Agreement which by its terms or nature is intended to continue beyond or to be performed after the 
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, shall survive the expiration, cancellation or 
termination of this Agreement. 

40. Taxes 

40.1 In General. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if any federal, state or local tax, 
fee, surcharge or other tax-like charge (a "Tax") is required or permitted by Applicable Law or a Tariff to 
be collected from the Purchasing Party by the Providing Party, then (a) the Providing Party shall properly 
bill, the Purchasing Party for such Tax, (b) the Purchasing Party shall timely remit such Tax to the 
Providing Party and (c) the Providing Party shall timely remit such collected Tax to the applicable taxing 
authority. 

40.2 Taxes Imposed on the Providing Party. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if 
any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the receipts of the Providing Party, and 
such Applicable Law permits the Providing Party to exclude certain receipts received from sales for resale 
to a public utility, distributor, telephone company, local exchange carrier, telecommunications company or 
other communications company ("Telecommunications Company"), such exclusion being based solely on 
the fact that the Purchasing Party is also subject to a tax based upon receipts ("Receipts Tax"), then the 
Purchasing Party (a) shall provide the Providing Party with written notice of its intent to pay the Receipts • 
Tax and (b) shall timely pay the Receipts Tax to the applicable tax authority. 

40.3 Taxes Imposed on Customers. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services that are 
resold to a third party, if any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the subscriber, 
End User, Customer or ultimate consumer ("Subscriber") in connection with any such purchase, which a 
Telecommunications Company is required to impose and/or collect from a Subscriber, then the 
Purchasing Party (a) shall be required to impose and/or collect such Tax from the Subscriber and (b) shall 
timely remit such Tax to the applicable taxing authority. 

40.4 Liability for Uncollected Tax, Interest and Penalty. If the Providing Party has not received an 
exemption certificate from the Purchasing Party and the Providing Party fails to bill the Purchasing Party 
for any Tax as required by this Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, 
(a) the Purchasing Party shall remain liable for such unbilled Tax and (b) the Providing Party shall'be liable 
forany interest assessed thereon and any penalty assessed with respect to such unbilled Tax by-such 
authority. If the Providing Party properly bills the Purchasing Party for any Tax but the Purchasing Party 
fails to remit such Tax to the Providing Party as required by this Section, then, as between the Providing 
Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncollected Tax and any 
interest assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax.by the 
applicable taxing authority. If the Providing Party does not collect any Tax as required by this Section 
because the Purchasing Party has provided such Providing Party with an exemption certificate that is later 
found to be inadequate by a taxing authority, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing 
Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncollected Tax and any interest assessed thereon, as 
we)] as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the applicable taxing authonty. If 
the Purchasing Party fails to pay the Receipts Tax as required by this Section, then, as between the 
Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, (x) the Providing Party shall be liable for any Tax imposed on its 
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receipts and (y) the Purchasing Party shall be liable for any interest assessed thereon and any penalty 
assessed upon the Providing Party with respect to such Tax by suct̂  authority. If the Purchasing Party 
fails to impose and/or collect any Tax from Subscribers as required by this Section, then, as between the 
Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall remain liable for such uncollected 
Tax and any interest assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected 
Tax by the applicable taxing authority. With respect to any Tax that the Purchasing Party has agreed to 
pay, or is required to impose on and/or collect from Subscribers, the Purchasing Party agrees to indemnify 
and hold the Providing Party harmless on an after-tax basis for any costs incurred by the Providing Party 
as a result of actions taken by the applicable taxing authority to recover the Tax from the Providing Party 
due to the failure of the Purchasing Party to timely pay, or collect and timely remit, such Tax to such 
authority. In the event either Party is audited by a taxing authority, the other Party agrees to cooperate 
fully with the Party being audited in order to respond to any audit inquiries in a proper and timely manner 
so that the audit and/or any resulting controversy may be resolved expeditiously. 

40.5 Tax exemptions and Exemption Certificates. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase 
hereunder from a Tax, and if such Applicable Law also provides an exemption procedure, such as an 
exemption-certificate requirement, then, if the Purchasing Party complies with such procedure, the 
Providing Party shall not collect such Tax during the effective period of such exemption. Such exemption 
shall be effective upon receipt of the exemption certificate or affidavit in accordance with the terms set 
forth herein. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase hereunder from a Tax, but does not also 
provide an exemption procedure, then the Providing Party shall not collect such Tax if the Purchasing 
Party (a) furnishes the Providing Party with a letter signed by an officer requesting such an exemption and 
citing the provision in the Applicable Law which clearly allows such exemption and (b) supplies the 
Providing Party with an indemnification agreement, reasonably acceptable to the Providing Party (e.g., an 
agreement commonly used in the industry), which holds the Providing Party harmless on an after-tax 
basis with respect to its forbearing to collect such Tax. 

40.6 All notices, affidavits, exemption-certificates or other communications required or permitted to be 
given by either Party to the other for purposes of this Section shall be made in writing and shall be 
delivered in person or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, or registered mail, or a courier 
service providing proof of service, and sent to the addressees set forth in the Notices Section of this 
Agreement, as well as to the following: 

To ABC: 

To Core: 
209 West Street, Suite 302 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Either Party may from time to time designate another address or other addressees by giving notice in 
accordance with the terms of this Section. Any notice or other communication shall be deemed to be 
given when received. 

41. Technology Upgrades 

41.1 ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services, including those facilities 
and Services used by Core pursuant to this Agreement, at a level of quality that is equal to that which ABC 
provides to itself, it's Affiliates, and any third parties in accordance with the requirements of the Act. At a 
minimum, ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services in accordance with the 
same technical criteria and service standards that are used within it's own network on terms and 
conditions that are just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
this Agreement and Applicable Law. 

41.2 ABC shall have the right to deploy, upgrade, migrate and maintain its network to the extent 
permitted by Applicable Law. Nothing in this Agreement shall limit ABC's ability to modify its network 
through the incorporation of new equipment or software or otherwise. 

42. Territory 

42.1 This Agreement applies solely to the geographic territory in which ABC operates as an Incumbent 
Local Exchange Carrier in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
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4 2 2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, ABC may terminate this Agreement as to 
a specific operating territory or portion thereof if ABC sells or othenwise transfers its operations in such 
territory or portion thereof to a third-person. ABC shall provide Core with at least 90 calendar days prior 
written notice of such termination, which shall be effective upon the date specified in the notice. After 
such termination, ABC shall be obligated to provide Services under this Agreement only within the 
remaining territory. 

43. Third Party Beneficiaries 
Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, this Agreement is for the sole benefit of the 

Parties and their permitted assigns, and nothing herein shall create or be construed to provide any third-
persons with any remedy, claim, liability, reimbursement, claim of action, or other right in excess Of those 
existing by reference in this Agreement. 

44. Filing of Agreement 
The Parties understand and agree that this Agreement will be filed with the Commission. 

45. 252(i) Obligations 
To the extent required by law, each Party shall comply with section 252(1) of the Act. 

46. Use of Service 
Each Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to ensure that its Customers, comply with 

the provisions of this Agreement (including; but not iimited to the provisions of applicable Tariffs) 
applicable to the use of Services purchased by it under this Agreement, 

47. No Waiver 
Except as otherwise set forth in this Agreement, a failure or delay of either Party to enforce any of 

the provisions of this Agreement, or any right or remedy available under this Agreement or at lawor in 
equity, or to require performance of any of the provisions of this Agreement, or to exercise any option 
which is provided under this Agreement, shall in no way be construed to be a waiver of such provisions, 
rights, remedies or options. The Parties acknowledge that ABC is a Rural Telephone Company as that 
term is defined in the Act. This Agreement does not affect and ABC does not waive any rights, including, 
but not limited to, the rights afforded a Rural Telephone Company under 47 USC Section 251 (f). Nothing 
in this Agreement shall be construed to suggest any agreement by either Party that any of the terms and 
conditions, service arrangements, or network arrangements are actually required by Applicable Law or 
that any of the provisions in this Agreement would otherwise be subject to arbitration in Section 252 of the 
Act. 

48. Warranties 
EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY STATED IN THIS AGREEMENT, NEITHER PARTY MAKES OR 

RECEIVES ANY WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THE SERVICES 
PROVIDED, OR TO BE PROVIDED, UNDER THIS AGREEMENT AND THE PARTIES DISCLAIM ANY 
OTHER WARRANTIES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, 
WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE WARRANTIES AGAINST 
INFRINGEMENT, AND WARRANTIES ARISING BY TRADE CUSTOM, TRADE USAGE, COURSE OF 
DEALING OR PERFORMANCE, OR OTHERWISE. 

49. Entire Agreement 
This Agreement and any Attachments, Exhibits, Schedules, or tariffs which are incorporated 

herein by this reference, sets forth the entire understanding and supersedes prior agreements between 
the Parties relating to the subject matter contained herein and merges all prior discussions between them, 
and neither Party shall be bound by any definition, condition, provision, representation, warranty, covenant 
or promise other than as expressly stated in this Agreement or as is contemporaneously or subsequently 
set forth in writing and executed by a duly authorized officer or representative of the Party to be bound 
thereby. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
EfTective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 
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Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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ATTACHMENT A 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

1. Dialing Parity - Section 25T(b)(3) 
Each Party shall provide the other Party with nondiscriminatory access to such services and 

information as are necessary to allow the other Party to implement local Dialing Parity in accordance with 
the requirements of Section 251 (b)(3) of the Act. 

2. Directory Listing and Directory Distribution 
ABC will provide directory services to Core. Such services will be provided in accordance with the 

terms set forth herein. 

2.1 Listing Information. 
As used herein, "Listing Information" means a Core Customer's primary name, address (including 

city, state and zip code), telephone number(s), the delivery address and number of directories to be 
delivered, and, in the case of a business Customer, the primary business heading under which the 
business Customer desires to be placed, and any other information ABC deems necessary for the 
publication and delivery of directories. 

2.2 Listing Information Supply. 
Core shall provide to ABC on a regularly scheduled basis, at no charge, and in a format required 

by ABC or by a mutually agreed upon standard, all Listing Information and the service address for each 
Core Customer whose service address location falls within the geographic area covered by the ABC 
directory. Core shall also provide to ABC on a daily basis, (a) information showing ABC Customers who 
have^disconnected or terminated their service with Core; and (b) delivery information for each non-listed or 
non-published Core Customer to enable ABC to perform its directory distribution responsibilities. 

2.3 Listing Inclusion and Distribution. 
ABC shall include, on a nondiscriminatory basis and consistent with any obligations it may have 

under Applicable Law, each Core Customer's Primary Listing in all appropriate alphabetical directories 
(both print and electronic) and, for business Customers, in the appropriate classified (Yellow Pages) 
directories in accordance with the directory configuration, scope and schedules determined by ABC n i t s 
sole discretion, and shall provide initial distribution of such directories to such Core Customers in the 
same manner it provides initial distribution of such directories to its own Customers. "Primary Listing" 
means a Customer's primary name, address, and telephone number. Listings of Core's Customers shall 
be interfiled with listings of ABC's Customers and the Customers of other LECs included in the ABC 
directories. Core shall pay the charges set forth in the Pricing Attachment for all Primary listings and 
additional alphabetical listings and other alphabetical services (e.g. caption arrangements) for Core's 
Customers. ABC will not require a minimum number of listings per order. 

2.4 ABC Information. 
Upon request by Core, ABC shall make available to Core the following information to the extent 

that ABC provides such information to its own business offices: a directory list of relevant NXX codes, 
directory close dates, publishing data, and Yellow Pages headings. ABC also will make available to Core, 
upon written request, a copy of ABC's alphabetical listings standards and specifications manual. 

2.5 Confidentiality of Listing Information. 
ABC shall accord Core Listing Information the same level of confidentiality that ABC accords its 

own listing information, and shall use such Listing Information solely for the purpose of providing directory-
related services; provided, however, that should ABC elect to do so, it may use or license Core Listing 
Information for directory publishing, direct marketing, or any other purpose for which ABC Uses or licenses 
its own listing information, so long as ABC Customers are not separately identified as such. Core shall not 
be obligated to compensate ABC for ABC's use or licensing of Core Listing Information. 

2.6 Accuracy. 
Both Parties shall use commercially reasonable efforts to ensure the accurate publication of Core 

Customer listings. At Core's request, ABC shall provide Core with a report, in a format specified by ABC, 
of all Core's Customer listings normally no more than ninety (90) days and no less than thirty (30) days 
prior to the service order close date for the applicable directory. ABC shall process any corrections made 
by Core with respect to its listings, provided such corrections are received prior to the close date of the 
particular directory. Core shall pay ABC for the listing reports at the rates set forth in the Pricing 
Attachment. 

2.7 Indemnification. 
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Core shall adhere to all practices, standards, and ethical requirements established by ABC with 
regard to listings. By providing ABC with Listing Information, Core represents to ABC that Core has the 
right to provide such Listing Information to ABC on behalf of its Customers. Core agrees to release, 
defend, hold harmless and indemnify ABC from and against any and all claims, losses, damages, suits, or 
other actions, or any liability whatsoever, suffered, made, instituted, or asserted by any person arising out 
of ABC's publication or dissemination of the Listing Information as provided by Core hereunder. 

2.8 Liability. 
ABC's liability to Core in the event of a ABC error in or omission of a listing shall not exceed the 

lesser of the amount of charges actually paid .by Core for such listing or the amount by which ABC would 
be liable to its own Customer. 

2.9 Directory Publication. 
Nothing in this Agreement shall require ABC to publish a directory where it would not otherwise.do 

so. 

3. Intercept and Referral Announcements 

3.1 When a Customer changes its service provider from ABC to Core, or from Core to ABC, and does 
not retain its original teiephone number, the Party formerly providing service to such Customer shall 
provide a referral announcement ("Referral Announcement") on the abandoned telephone'number which 
provides the Customer's new number or other appropriate information, to the extent known to the Party 
formerly providing service. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Party shall not be obligated under this Section 
to provide a Referral Announcement if the Customer owes the Party unpaid overdue amounts or the 
Customer requests that no Referral Announcement be provided. 

3.2 Referral Announcements shall be provided for a period of time for business Customers and 
residential Customers in accordance with the same time period and terms specified in ABC's tariff and/or 
pursuant to ABC's general business practices. Except as otherwise provided by Applicable Law, the 
period for a referral may be shortened by the Party formerly providing service if a number shortage 
condition requires reassignment of the telephone number. This referral announcement will be provided by 
each Party at no charge to the other Party; provided that the Party formerly providing service may bill the 
Customer its standard Tariff charge, if any, for the referral announcement. 

3.3 ABC Access to Information Related to Core Customers. ABC shall have the right to access, use 
and disclose information related to Core Customers that is in ABC's possession to the extent such 
access, use and/or disclosure has been authorized by the Core Customer in the manner required by 
Applicable Law. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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ATTACHMENT B 

INTERCONNECTION ATTACHMENT 

1. Scope of Traffic 
This Attachment describes the arrangements that may be utilized by the Parties for 

interconnection of their respective networks for the transmission and routing of Local Traffic. Network 
Interconnection will be provided by the Parties at any mutually agreeable point within ABC's incumbent 
Local Exchange Carrier network within each LATA. It is Core's responsibility to establish an 
Interconnection Point at a point within ABC's incumbent local exchange carrier network. The Parties will 
utilize the interconnection method as specified below unless otherwise mutually agreed to in writing by the 
Parties. 

1.1 The Parties agree that they will deliver to each other over the interconnection facilities the 
following traffic: (1) Local Traffic; (2) Core originated Local Traffic that is transited through ABC for 
delivery to telecommunications carriers that are listed in the LERG as subtending the ABC tandem; (3) 
Local Traffic originated by third party carriers that are listed in the LERG as subtending the ABC tandem 
and is transited by ABC and delivered to Core; and (4) Local Internet Traffic. 

1.2 The Parties shall make available to each other two-way trunks for the two-way exchange of Local 
Traffic and Local Internet Traffic. 

1.3 Each Party agrees that it will not provision any of its services in a manner that will result in, or 
permits, the circumvention of the application of intrastate or interstate access charges by the other Party 
including, but not limited to, the resale to third parties or the assignment of NPA-NXX numbers associated 
with one Rate Center for Customers that obtain local exchange service in a different Rate Center. Each 
Party agrees that it will not provision any of its services in a manner that will result in, or permits, the 
arbitrage and/or circumvention of the application of intrastate access charges by the other Party through 
the resale or bridging of EAS service beyond the two specified Local Service Exchange Areas between 
which EAS is provided. Telecommunications traffic to or from Customers that originates or terminates in 
areas other than those included in the calling scope of Local Traffic is beyond the scope of the agreement. 
All traffic that does not originate and terminate to Customers within the same local calling area of ABC is 
subject to originating and termination charges assessed by ABC pursuant to ABC's intrastate or interstate 
Switched Exchange Access Service tariffs regardless of whether the traffic may have been converted to 
Internet Protocol or any other transmission protocol during the routing and transmission of the call. 

1.4 Both Parties warrant that they will: (a) assign telephone numbers in a manner consistent with this 
Agreement to Customers that obtain local exchange service in the Rate Center Areas associated with the 
telephone number; (b) provision their local exchange carrier services in a manner that the resulting traffic 
exchanged between the Parties pursuant to this Agreement will be confined to the scope of the traffic as 
set forth in this Section; (c) adopt the Rate Center areas for the assignment of telephone numbers that are 
identical to those used by the incumbent local exchange carriers that serve the Local Service Exchange 
Areas related to the Local Traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement; (d) assign whole NXX Codes to 
each Rate Center, or where, applicable, thousand number blocks within a NXX Code assigned to that 
Rate Center; and (e) subject to section 4.2 below, provide Calling Party Number on Customer originated 
traffic delivered to the other Party. Both Parties agree that they wil! engineer their respective networks and 
design their respective systems to deliver traffic in compliance with this Agreement. 

1.5 If either Party violates Section 1.4 above, the other Party shall be entitled to charge originating and 
terminating access charges as appropriate for traffic associated with such violations. 

1.6 Both Parties agree only to deliver traffic to the other Party, pursuant to and consistent with the 
terms of this Agreement. It shall be a default of this Agreement for a Party to deliver, over the connecting 
facilities, and traffic other than the traffic that is within the scope and consistent with the terms of this 
Agreement. 

1.7 Each Party is solely responsible for the receipt and transmission of 911 /E911 traffic originated by 
its End Users of its Telephone Exchange Services. The Parties acknowledge and affirm that calls to 
911/E911 services shall NOT be routed over the trunk groups established between the Parties pursuant to 
this Agreement. To the extent that a Party incorrectly routes such traffic over such arrangements, that 
Party shall fully indemnify and hold harmless the other Party for any claims, including claims of third 
parties, related to such calls. 

2. Methods for Interconnection and Trunk Types 



DRAFT - For Discussion Purposes Page 26 ofxx 

2.1 Methods for Interconnection. 

2.1.1 The Parties shall interconnect their networks within ABC's service area at the IP set forth in 
Appendix A. 

2.1.1.1 Core shall be permitted to use a third party carrier's special access facility services for purposes 
of establishing interconnection with ABC at the IP. Core shall be responsible-for the payment to any third 
party-carrier for special access charges for such facilities. 

2.1.1.2 Gore shall also be permitted to use a third party's switched transit services as the means to 
exchange Local Traffic and Local Internet Traffic with ABC at the IP provided that: (1) the third party 
carrier has in place contractual agreements with ABC which sets forth the terms and conditions under 
which the third party carrier will provide intermediary switched services for the exchange of traffic between 
the Parties pursuant to this Agreement; (2) Core is responsible for the costs associated with any charges 
the intermediary third party may assess for the transit services provided for the exchange of traffic 
between the Parties pursuant to this Agreement; and (3) the specific third'party and the description of 
such third party arrangement is set forth in Appendix A. Moreover, the use of such third party switched 
transit services for the exchange of traffic between the Parties pursuant to this Agreement shall be limited 
to the condition that the total traffic between the Parties does not exceed one (1) DS-1 level volume of 
traffic. If the volume of traffic exceeds one (1) DS-1 level of traffic, ABC may provide notice to Core, and 
Core shall be required, within ninety (90) days after such notice, to provision either Core's own direct 
facilities to the IP or to provision special access facilities as set forth in Section 2.1.1.1. This Agreement 
does not require either Party to use the intermediary services of a third party. 

2.1.2 Each Party shall make available to the other Party trunks at the IP over which the other Party can 
deliver traffic that is within the scope of this Agreement. Each Party is responsible for the costs and 
expenses on its side of the IP. 

2.1.3 The Parties shall utilize the common channel out-of-band signaling (CCS) protocol developed by 
the Consultative Committee for International Telephone and Telegraph (CCITT) and the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI). The Parties currently utilize SS7 out-of-band signaling protocol and 
agree to continue to exchange traffic using SS7 signaling parameters including, but not limited to ISDN 
User Part ("ISUP"), Signaling Points including STPs, SSPs, and SCPs, and any other SS7 parameters 
necessary or desirable for the exchange of traffic. 

2.1.3.1 The Parties agree to cooperate on the exchange of all appropriate SS7 messages for call set-up, 
including Integrated Services Digital Network User Part ("ISUP") and Transaction Capability User Part 
("TCAP") messages, to facilitate full interoperability of all CLASS features and functions between their 
respective networks. The parties shall include the Jurisdiction Information Parameter ("JIP") in the Initial 
Address Message ("IAM"), containing a Local Exchange Routing Guide-assigned NPA-NXX (6 digits) 
identifying the originating switch on calls that they originate. 

2.1.3.2 Neither Party shall intentionally substitute or generate incorrect ANl, CPN or SS7 parameters on 
traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement. Upon determination that a Party has intentionally 
substituted or generated such incorrect parameters on traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement, the 
offending Party shall pay the other Party the difference between compensation paid (if any) and applicable 
access charges, plus interest due under the terms of the applicable access tariff from the date the traffic 
would have been billed if such parameters had been passed unaltered. In addition, the Parties 
acknowledge that a violation of this paragraph would cause the other Party to incur expenses to identify 
and correct the affected call records, and that such incidental expenses would be difficult to quantify; 
therefore, in lieu of recovery of such expenses, the offending Party shall pay the other Party liquidated 
damages of $1.00 per affected call record. 

2.2 Trunk Types. 
In interconnecting their networks pursuant to this Attachment, the Parties will use, as appropriate, 

the following separate and distinct trunk groups: 

2.2.1 Interconnection Trunks for the transmission and routing of Local Traffic and Locai Internet Traffic. 
The Parties agree that the Interconnection Trunk Groups will be installed and utilized as two-way. 

2.2.2 Tandem Transit Trunks for the transmission and routing of Tandem Transit Traffic. The Parties 
agree that the Tandem Transit Trunks will be two-way trunks. 

2.3 Trunk Arrangements. 
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2.3.1 For each trunk group with a utilization level of less than sixty percent (60%) for three consecutive 
months, unless the Parties agree othenwise, ABC may disconnect a sufficient number of the available 
trunks to attain a utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%), however, the trunks will be<grouped 
in multiples of 24 trunks for the purpose of determining utilization levels. The minimum utilization level of 
sixty percent (60%) is not required until trunk groups have been in service for at least six (6) months. 

2.3.3 All trunks shall1 utilize SS7 Common Channel Signaling. The Parties agree to utilize B8ZS and 
Extended Super Frame (ESF) DS1 facilities, where available. Should ABC determine that the Parties are 
exchanging traffic on the Interconnection Trunks to and from any single ABC end office in an amount 
sufficient to justify the installation of direct end office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, ABC may 
at its sole discretion require Core to rearrange its Interconnection Trunk group by installing direct end 
office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, such rearrangement shall not constitute the establishment 
of a new IP, and each Party will remain responsible for all expenses on its side of the IP. 

2.4 Two-Way Trunk Performance Standards. 

2.4.1 The Parties shall meet (telephonically or in person) from time to time, as needed, to review data 
on two-way trunks to determine the need for new trunk groups and to plan any necessary changes in the 
number of trunks. 

2.4.3 The performance standard for two-way trunk groups shall be that no such trunk group will exceed 
its design blocking objective for three (3) consecutive calendar traffic study months. 

2.4.4 Core shall determine and order the number of two-way trunks that are required to meet the 
applicable design-blocking objective for all traffic carried on each two-way trunk group. Core shall order 
two-way trunks by submitting ASRs to ABC and any applicable third party, setting forth the number of two-
way trunks to be installed and the requested installation dates within ABC's effective standard intervals or 
negotiated intervals, as appropriate. Core shall populate all applicable fields in ASRs in accordance with 
OBF Guidelines as in effect from time to time. 

2.4.5 ABC may (but shall not be obligated to) monitor two-way trunk groups using service results for the 
applicable design blocking objective. If ABC observes blocking in excess of the applicable design 
objective on any two-way trunk group and Core has not notified ABC that it has corrected such blocking, 
ABC may submit to Core a Trunk Group Service Request directing Core to remedy the blocking. Upon 
receipt of a Trunk Group Service Request, Core will issue an ASR to augment the two-way 
interconnection trunk group with excessive blocking and submit the ASR to ABC and any applicable third 
party within five (5) Business Days. 

2.4.6 The Parties will review all two-way trunk groups that reach a utilization level of seventy percent 
(70%), or greater, to determine whether those groups should be augmented. Core will promptly augment 
all two-way trunk groups that reach a utilization level of eighty percent (80%) by submitting ASRs for 
additional trunks sufficient to attain a utilization level of approximately seventy percent (70%), unless the 
Parties agree that additional trunking is not required. For each two-way trunk group with a utilization level 
of less than sixty percent (60%), unless the Parties agree otherwise, Core will promptly submit ASRs to 
disconnect a sufficient number of trunks to attain a utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%) for 
each respective group, unless the Parties agree that the two-way trunks should not be disconnected. In 
the event Core fails to submit an ASR for two-way trunks in conformance with this section, ABC may bill 
Core for the excess trunks at the applicable ABC tariff rates. 

2.4.7 Because ABC will not be in control of when and how many two-way trunks are established 
between its network and Core's network, ABC's performance in connection with these two-way trunk 
groups shall not be subject to any performance measurements and remedies under this Agreement, and, 
except as otherwise required by Applicable Law, under any FCC or Commission approved carrier-to-
carrier performance assurance guidelines or plan. 

3. Trunk Provisioning 

3.1 Trunk Group Provisioning. 

3.1.1 Both Parties shall use either a DS-1 or DS-3 facilities interface at the IP. When and where an 
STS-1 interface is available, the Parties may agree to use such an interface. Upon mutual agreement, the 
Parties may agree to use an optical interface (such as OC-n). 

3.1.2 When trunks are provisioned using a DS-3 facility interface, then Core shall order the multiplexed 
DS-3 facilities to the IP. Each Party will identify its Carrier Identification Code, a three or four digit numeric 
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code obtained from Telcordia, to the other Party when ordering a trunk group. 

3.1.3 Unless mutually agreed to by both Parties, each Party will outpulse ten (10) digits to the other 
Party. 

3.1.4 Each Party will use commercially reasonable efforts to monitor trunk groups under its control and 
to augment those groups using generally accepted trunk engineering standards so as to not exceed 
blocking objectives. 

3.2 Switching System Hierarchy and Trunking Requirements. 
For purposes of routing Core traffic to ABC, the subtending arrangements between ABC Tandem 

Switches and ABC End Office Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending 
arrangements ABC maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers' traffic. For purposes of routing 
ABC traffic to Core, the subtending arrangements between Core Tandem Switches and Core End Office 
Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending arrangements that Core maintains for 
the routing of its own or other carriers' traffic. 

3.3 Grades of Service. 
The Parties shall initially engineer and shall monitor and augment all trunk groups consistent with the Joint 
Process as set forth in Section 12. 

4. Traffic Measurement and Billing over Interconnection Trunks 

4.1 Each Party, at its own expense, reserves the right to audit all traffic and any associated billing as 
specified in this Section of the Agreement, up to a maximum of two audits per calendar year to ensure that 
only Local Traffic amd Local Internet Traffic are being routed on the Interconnection Trunks and that,rates 
are being applied appropriately. Each Party agrees to provide the necessary Traffic data in conjunction 
with any such audit in a timely manner. 

4.2 To the extent technically feasible, each Party shall pass Calling Party Number (CPN) information 
on each call. For those Customer's whose premise equipment is unable to populate the CPN in the call 
detail record, each party shall populate the CPN field with the Customer's billing number. The Parties 
agree that they will not populate the CPN field in the call detail record with a wholesale Customer's billing 
or local routing number but will utilize the final Customer's CPN or billing number. 

4.2.1 Where possible, actual call detail records including the CPN, will be used by the terminating Party 
for purposes of auditing the scope of traffic. Where a terminating Party has the capability, it will use the 
actual call detail records including the CPN information associated with each specific call to identify traffic 
delivered by the other Party as either Local Traffic, Local Internet Traffic or traffic that is not within the 
scope of this Agreement. 

4.2.2 When a terminating Party receives insufficient call detail or the CPN is missing or masked, and 
therefore cannot determine whether the call is or is not within the scope of this Agreement, and if the 
percentage of traffic delivered with CPN of sufficient detail is greater than 90% the total calls delivered, the 
calls without sufficient detail or CPN will be presumed to be in the same proportion as the calls within the 
more than 90 percent that can be identified. If a traffic delivered by one Party to the other Party has CPN 
on fewer than 90% of the calls, the terminating Party may provide written notice of a billing dispute to the 
other Party delivering such calls below the 90 percent threshold. Upon such notice, the Party delivering the 
traffic to the other Party (the "Delivering Party) shall have 30 days to investigate and correct the lack of 
CPN and report the date the problem was corrected to the other Party (the "Terminating Party"). If the 
problem cannot be repaired within 30 days of the written notice to bring the delivered traffic without CPN to 
fewer than 10% of total calls, the Terminating Party will bill all traffic without CPN as intrastate Access 
traffic until such time as the traffic without CPN is fewer than 10% of total traffic. 

4.3 Core agrees that it is responsible for all the Interconnection facility charges due ABC for the 
Transit Trunk group facilities within the ABC service area. 

5. Local Traffic and Local Internet Traffic 

5.1 Reciprocal Compensation for Local Traffic. 

5.1.1 Reciprocal Compensation applies only to Local Traffic as defined in this Agreement. 

5.1.2 The specific compensation terms and conditions set forth in this Section of the Agreement for 
Local Traffic are related to, specifically dependent on, and limited to the provision of Local Exchange 
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Service to Customers for the exchange of Local Traffic that originates and terminates solely within those 
areas as defined for Local Traffic in Section 2.41 of Part A. The specific compensation terms are also 
dependent on the application of all other terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement. The specific 
compensation terms and conditions set forth in this Section are not applicable to any other kind of traffic or 
for traffic that originates or terminates in areas outside the scope of Local Traffic as defined in this 
Agreement. 

5.1.3 The Parties agree that the nature of the Local Traffic to be exchanged between the Parties and all 
other mutual provisions and relative obligations of the Parties pursuant to this Agreement represent good 
and valuable consideration, the sufficiency of which between the Parties is acknowledged, and that.the 
relative obligations and consideration are sufficiently in balance between the Parties such that neither 
Party has any obligation to provide any monetary compensation to the other Party for the other Party's 
origination or termination of Local Traffic within the scope of this Agreement. The compensation terms 
and conditions set forth in this section are specifically related to and dependent on all of the provisions of 
Section 5.1.2 and any other terms and conditions of this Agreement. 

5.2 Traffic Not Subject to Reciprocal Compensation. 

5.2.1 Reciprocal Compensation shall not apply to the following: (1) any Internet Traffic; (2) interstate or 
intrastate Exchange Access or exchange services for Exchange Access; (3) intraLATA Toll Traffic or 
interLATA Toll Traffic, including, but not limited to, calls originated on a 1+ presubscription basis, or on a 
casual dialed (10XXX/101XXXX) basis; (4) Switched Exchange Access Service traffic; (5) Optional 
Extended Local Calling Area Traffic; or (6) Tandem Transit Traffic. Reciprocal Compensation Traffic does 
not apply to traffic either originated from or terminated to a Party's Customer, where the Customer location 
is physically located outside of the geographic area that has been identified as the Rate Center Area 
associated with a particular NPA-NXX. 

5.2.2 The determination of whether Telecommunications traffic is Switched Exchange Access Service 
traffic shall be based upon the tariff of the incumbent LEC that serves the geographic area in which the 
originating Rate Center Area is located. 

5.3 Treatment of Internet Traffic. 

5.3.1 The Parties agree to transport and switch Internet Traffic in the manner described below in this 
section subject to amendment upon written agreement of the Parties. 

5.3.2 The Parties acknowledge that under current network and service arrangements, some Internet 
Traffic may be switched and transported as if Local Internet Traffic is Local Traffic. The Parties will treat 
Local Internet Traffic under the following conditions until such time as a regulatory authority, court, or 
legislative body addresses the proper treatment of this Local Internet Traffic. The switching and transport 
of Local Internet Traffic over the Interconnection Trunk facilities by either Party, however, will not be 
deemed or construed by either Party as either agreement or acknowledgment by the Parties that this 
arrangement is proper or required. In the event that the manner in which Local Internet Traffic is or may 
be treated is determined with finality by an appropriate regulatory or legal body, or in the event that any 
final-and non-appealable action or decision of an appropriate regulatory or legal body results in a 
determination that the interim treatment of Local Internet Traffic pursuant to this section is unlawful, the 
Parties will negotiate in good faith immediate modification and/or replacement language to this Agreement 
to effect new terms and conditions consistent with any such lawful action or determination. Any new or 
modified terms will be effective with the effective date of any such lawful action or determination regarding 
the treatment of Local Internet Traffic between the Parties. The Parties agree that the mutual provisions 
and'relative obligations of the Parties, including but not limited to, the mutual exchange of Local Internet 
Traffic, pursuant to this Agreement are balanced and represent good and valuable consideration, the 
sufficiency of which between the Parties is acknowledged and as a result of the Agreement set forth 
above, neither Party will owe a net due amount to the other Party for terminating Local Internet Traffic 
including, but not limited to, compensation for switching, transport or termination of Local Internet Traffic 
until such time as a regulatory authority, court, or legislative body addresses the proper treatment of this 
traffic. 

5.3.3 A call placed on a non-local basis (e.g., a toll call or 8yy call) to an ISP shall not be treated as 
Local Internet Traffic for compensation purposes. The Parties agree that, to the extent such "non-Local" 
ISP calls are placed, that the rates, terms and conditions for IntraLATA and/or InterLATA calling shall 
apply, including but not limited to rating and routing according to the Party's applicable tariffs and the 
application of intrastate and/or interstate Switched Exchange Access Service tariffs. 

5.3.4 Where the public switched network, local exchange facilities and/or services of either Party are 
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used for the origination or termination of VOIP Traffic calls, the Parties agree to apply the following terms 
and conditions: VOIP Traffic calls will be originated and terminated in the same manner as each. Party 
does for non-VOIP, circuit-switched Traffic. VOIP Traffic shall be subject to the same compensation 
terms and conditions as applies for circuit switched calls. Consequently, VOIP Traffic that both originates 
and terminates within a Jocal calling area as defined for Local Traffic pursuant to this Agreement will also 
be treated as Local Traffic pursuant to this Agreement. All other VOIP Traffic will be treated as either 
intrastate or interstate interexchange traffic subject to the same terms and conditions as any other circuit-
switched interexchange traffic, including the application of originating and terminating Switched Exchange 
Access Service.charges. 

6. Reserved for Future Use 

7. Tandem Transit Traffic 
Neither Party shall provide an intermediary or transit traffic function for the other Party's 

connection of its End Users to the End Users of a third party telecommunications carrier without the 
consent and agreement of all parties. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to utilize any 
intermediary or transit traffic function of the other Party. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to 
provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services. 

7.1 Tandem Transit Traffic shall be routed over the Tandem Transit Trunks described in Appendix A. 
Core shall deliver Tandem Transit Traffic to ABC with CCS and the appropriate Transactional Capabilities 
Application Part {"TCAP") message to facilitate full interoperability of CLASS Features and billing 
functions. 

7.2 Core shall pay ABC for Transit Traffic that Core originates at the rate specified in the Pricing 
Attachment and Appendix A. 

7.3 In no case will ABC be required to continue to provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services for local 
Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to a CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, if the volume of 
local Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to the CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC exceeds one 
(1) DS-1 level volume of calls per CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC per ABC tandem serving area 
for a period of three consecutive months. 

7.4 If or when a third party carrier's Central Office subtends a Core Central Office, then Core shall 
offer to ABC a service arrangement equivalent to or the same as Tandem Transit Service provided by 
ABC to Core as defined in this Section such that ABC may terminate calls to a Central Office of a CLEC, 
ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, that subtends a Core Central Office ("Reciprocal Tandem Transit 
Service"). Core shall offer such Reciprocal Transit Service arrangements under terms and conditions no 
less favorable than those provided in this Section. 

7.5 Neither Party shall take any actions to prevent the other Party from entering into a direct and 
reciprocal traffic exchange agreement with any carrier to which it originates, or from which it terminates, 
traffic. 

8. Number Resources, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points 

8.1 Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to limit or otherwise adversely affect in any manner 
either Parly's right to employ or to request and be assigned any Central Office Codes ("NXX") pursuant to 
the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines and any relevant FCC or Commission orders, as may be 
amended from time to time, or to establish, by Tariff or otherwise, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points 
corresponding to such NXX codes. 

8.2 During the term of this Agreement, Core shall adopt the Rate Center Area and Rate Center Points 
that the Commission has approved for ABC and any other incumbent Local Exchange Carriers within the 
serving area. Core shall assign whole NPA-NXX codes to each Rate Center Area unless otherwise 
ordered by the FCC, the Commission or another governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction, or the 
telecommunications industry adopts alternative methods of'utilizing NXXs. 

8.3 It shall be the responsibility of each Party to program and update its own switches and network 
systems. Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, neither Party shall impose any fees or charges 
whatsoever on the other Party for such activities. 

9. Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process; and Installation, Maintenance, Testing and 
Repair 
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9.1 Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process. 

9.1.1 Upon request of either Party, the Parties shall jointly develop an implementation and grooming 
process (the "Joint Grooming Process" or "Joint Process") which may define and detail, inter alia: (1) 
standards to ensure that Interconnection Trunks and Tandem Transit Trunks experience a grade of 
service, availability and quality which is comparable to that achieved on interoffice trunks within ABC's 
network and in accord with all appropriate relevant industry-accepted quality, reliability and availability 
standards; (2) the respective duties and responsibilities of the Parties with respect to the administration 
and maintenance of the trunk groups, including, but not limited to, standards and procedures for 
notification and discoveries of trunk disconnects; (3) disaster recovery provision escalations; and (4) such 
other matters as the Parties may agree. 

9.1.2 Except as otherwise stated in this Agreement, trunks provided by either Party for Interconnection 
services will be engineered using a P.01 Grade of Service. 

9.2 Installation, Maintenance, Testing and Repair. 
Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties, to the extent required by Applicable Law, 

Interconnection provided by a Party shall be equal in quality to that provided by such Party to itself, any 
subsidiary, affiliates or third party. If either Party is unable to fulfill its obligations under this Section, it shall 
notify the other Party of its inability to do so and will negotiate alternative intervals in good faith. The 
Parties agree that to the extent required by Applicable Law, the standards to be used by a Party for 
isolating and clearing any disconnections and/or other outages or troubles shall be at parity with standards 
used by such Party with respect to itself, any subsidiary, affiliate or third party. 

9.2.1 A maintenance service charge applies whenever either Party requests the dispatch of the other 
Party's personnel for the purpose of performing maintenance activity on the interconnection trunks, and 
any of the following conditions exist: (a) No trouble is found in the interconnection trunks; (b) The trouble 
condition results from equipment, facilities or systems not provided by the Party whose personnel were 
dispatched; or (c) Trouble clearance did not otherwise require a dispatch, and upon dispatch requested for 
repair verification, the interconnection trunk does not exceed maintenance limits. 

9.2.2 If a maintenance service charge has been applied and trouble is subsequently found in the 
facilities of the Party whose personnel were dispatched, the charge will be canceled. 

9.2.3 Billing for maintenance service by either party is based on each half-hour or fraction thereof 
expended to perform the work requested. The time worked is categorized and billed at one of the 
following three rates: (1) basic time; (2) overtime; or (3) premium time as defined in ABC's intrastate 
access tariff. 

9.3 Forecasting Requirements for Trunk Provisioning. 
Within ninety (90) days of executing this Agreement, Core shall provide ABC a two (2) year traffic 

forecast. This initial forecast will provide the amount of traffic to be delivered to and from ABC over each 
of the Interconnection Trunk groups over the next eight (8) quarters. The forecast shall be updated and 
provided to ABC on an as-needed basis but no less frequently than semiannually. 

9.4 Initial Forecasts/Trunking Requirements. 
Because ABC's trunking requirements will, at least during an initial period, be dependent on the Customer 
segments and service segments within Customer segments to whom Core decides to market its services, 
ABC will be largely dependent on Core to provide accurate trunk forecasts for both inbound (from ABC) 
and outbound (to ABC) traffic. At ABC's discretion, when Core expressly identifies particular situations 
that are expected to produce traffic that is substantially skewed in either the inbound or outbound 
direction, ABC may provide the number of trunks Core suggests; provided, however, that in all cases 
ABC's provision of the forecasted number of trunks to Core is conditioned on the following: that such 
forecast is based on reasonable engineering criteria, there are no capacity constraints, and Core's 
previous forecasts have proven to be reliable and accurate. 

9.4.1 Monitoring and Adjusting Forecasts. ABC will, for ninety (90) days, monitor traffic on each trunk 
group that it establishes at Core's suggestion or request pursuant to the procedures identified in this 
Section. At the end of such ninety (90) day period, ABC may disconnect trunks that, based on reasonable 
engineering criteria and capacity constraints, are not warranted by the actual traffic volume experienced 
subject to the limitations in Section 2.3 and Section 2.4 of this Interconnection Attachment. 

9.4.2 Jn subsequent periods, ABC may also monitor traffic for ninety (90) days on additional trunk 
groups that Core suggests ABC to establish. 
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10. Number Portabiiity - Section 251(B)(2) 

10.1 Scope. 
The Parties shall provide number portability (NP) in accordance with rules and regulations as 

prescribed from time to time by the FCC. 

Service provider number portability ("SPNP") is a service arrangement by, between, and among 
local exchange carriers which allows an existing Customer to obtain local exchange service from a 
different local exchange service provider and retain its then existing telephone number at a location within 
the same rate center area. The Parties agree that they will only send a request to the other Party, 
requesting to port a number, under the following conditions: (a) the requesting Party will be providing 
Telephone Exchange Service to that Customer in the same rate center area in which the Customer 
currently obtains Telephone Exchange service; (b) the Requesting Party will be providing Telephone 
Exchange Service to that Customer pursuant to a valid Certificate of Authority issued by the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission (PA PUC); and (c) the requesting Party agrees, represents and warrants that 
the PA PUC has full regulatory authority over the requesting Party's Telephone Exchange Service 
provided to that particular Customer for which the port has been requested. The Parties agree that they 
will not seek to port numbers from the other Party on behalf of any other service provider. SPNP is the 
arrangement under which the Parties will provide long-term number portability. 

10.2 Procedures for Providing LNP ("Long-term Number Portability") 

10.2.1 The Parties will follow the LNP provisioning process recommended by the North American 
Numbering Council (NANC) and adopted by the FCC. In addition, the Parties agree to follow the LNP 
ordering procedures established at the OBF. The Parties shall provide LNP on a reciprocal basis. LNP 
shall only be provided within the geographic Rate Center Area associated with the ported number and 
shall not be provided across Rate Center Area boundaries. LNP shall not be provided for the purpose of 
avoiding toll or long distance charges. 

10.2.2 A Customer of one Party ("Party A") elects to become a Customer of the other Party ("Party B"). 
The Customer elects to utilize the original telephone number(s) corresponding to the Telephone Exchange 
Service(s) it previously received from Party A, in conjunction with the Telephone Exchange Service(s) it 
will now receive from Party B. After Party B has received authorization from the Customer in accordance 
with Applicable Law and sends an LSR to Party A, Parties A and B will work together to port the 
Customer's telephone number(s) from Party A's network to Party B's network. Party B shall be charged 
and shall pay to Party A either the Basic Initial LSR Service Order Charge or the Basic Subsequent 
Service Order Charge as set forth in Appendix A. When a ported telephone number becomes vacant; 
e.g., the telephone number is not longer in service by the original end user, the ported telephone number 
will be released back to the Local Service Provider owning the switch with which the NXX block associated 
with the ported number was assigned originally by the North American Numbering Plan Administrator. 

10.2.3 When a telephone number is ported out of Party A's network, Party A will remove any non­
proprietary line based calling card(s) associated with the ported numberfs) from its Line Information 
Database (LIDB). Reactivation of the line-based calling card in another LIDB, if desired, is the 
responsibility of Party B or Party B's Customer. 

10.2.4 When a Customer of Party A ports their telephone numbers to Party B and the Customer has 
previously secured a reservation of line numbers from Party A for possible activation at a future point, 
these reserved but inactive numbers may be ported along with the active numbers to be ported provided 
the numbers have been reserved for the Customer. Party B may request that Party A port all reserved 
numbers assigned to the Customer or that Party A port only those numbers listed by Party B. As long as 
Party B maintains reserved but inactive numbers ported for the Customer, Party A shall not reassign those 
numbers. Party B shall not reassign the reserved numbers to another Customer. 

10.2.5 When a Customer of Party A ports their telephone numbers to Party B, in the process of porting 
the Customer's telephone numbers, Party A shall implement the ten-digit trigger feature where it is 
available. When Party A receives the porting request, the unconditional trigger shall be applied to the 
Customer's line before the due date of the porting activity. When the ten-digit unconditional trigger is not 
available, Party A and Party B must coordinate the disconnect activity. 

10.2.6 The Parties shall furnish each other with the Jurisdiction Information Parameter (JIP) in the Initial 
Address Message (IAM), containing a Local Exchange Routing Guide (LERG)-assigned NPA-NXX (6 
digits) identifying the originating switch on calls originating from LNP capable switches. 

10.2.7 Where LNP is commercially available, the NXXs in the office shall be defined as portable, except 
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as noted below, and translations will be changed in the Parties' switches to open those NXXs for database 
queries in all applicable LNP capable offices within the LATA of the given switch(es). 

10.2.8 All NXXs assigned to LNP capable switches are to be designated as portable unless a NXX(s) 
has otherwise been designated as non-portable. Non-portable NXXs include NXX codes assigned to 
paging services; codes assigned for internal testing and official use and any other NXX codes required to 
be designated as non-portable by the rules and regulations of the FCC. NXX codes assigned to mass 
calling on a choked network may not be ported using LNP technology but are portable using methods 
established by the NANC and adopted by the FCC. On a prospective basis, newly assigned codes in 
switches capable of porting shall become commercially available for porting with the effective date in the 
network. 

10.2.9 Both Parties' use of LNP shall meet the performance criteria specified by the FCC. Both Parties 
will act as the default carrier for the other Party in the event that either Party is unable to perform the 
routing necessary for LNP. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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ATTACHMENT C 

PRICING 

1. General 

1.1 As used in this Attachment, the term "Charges" means the rates, fees, charges and prices for a 
Service. 

1.2 The Charges for a Service shall be the charges for Services as detailed in this Attachment or 
Appendix A, as applicable. 

1.3 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges shall be 
as stated in Appendix A of this Pricing Attachment. 

1.4 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, if Charges for a 
Service are otherwise expressly provided for in this Agreement, such Charges shall apply. 

1.5 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the 
Service shall be the Providing Party's FCC or Commission approved Charges. 

1.6 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the 
Service shall be mutually agreed to by the Parties in writing. 

2. Core Prices 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, the Charges that Core bills ABC for Core's 

Services shall not exceed the Charges for ABC's comparable Services. 

3. Regulatory Review of Prices 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, each Party reserves its respective rights to 

institute an appropriate proceeding with the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body of 
appropriate jurisdiction: (a) with regard to the Charges for its Services (including, but not limited to, a 
proceeding to change the Charges for its services); and (b) with regard to the Charges of the other Party 
(including, but not limited to, a proceeding in which the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body 
with appropriate jurisdiction is asked to reduce such Charges and to order a refund of any amounts paid in 
excess of any Charges that are reduced). 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed:. Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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APPENDIX A 

ABC TELEPHONE COMPANY and CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

A. Designation of the IP(s): 

B. Local Traffic Termination 

To be added pursuant to the terms of this Agreement 

C. Tandem Transit arrangements for Tandem Transit Traffic between Core and carriers other than 
ABC that subtend a ABC Tandem Switch. (Not applicable to Toll Traffic when Meet Point Biiling 
Arrangement applies; Separate trunks required for IXC subtending trunks) 

- Tandem Transit Trunking Arrangement: 

- Tandem Transit Trunking Charges by ABC to Core: 

- Tandem Switching & Transport= S.xxxxx/MOU for Core Originated Tandem Transit Traffic 

D. LSR Ordering Charges for LNP activity 

- Basic Initial LNP Service Order Charge = Sxxx.xx per each initial request by one Party to the 
other Party per LNP request per Customer -- To be billed to and paid by the requesting Party. 

- .Basic Subsequent LNP Service Order Charge = Sxxx.xx per each time the requesting Party 
submits a revised request per LNP request per Customer - To be billed to and paid by the 
requesting Party. 

E. DIRECTORY LISTINGS & BOOKS 

1. Directory Listing Report 
- Annual directory validation listing report S to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC 
- Initial Request separate request $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC 
- Subsequent Requests $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC 

2. For each telephone number listed (i.e., published) in the White Page Directory and/or in 
the Yellow Page Directory - a monthly charge equal to ABC's costs or charges to ABC from 
outside vendor for each such listing: 

- Sx.xx per month per listing to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC 

3. Other Tariffed Directory Listing Services 
- As Applicable per ABC Pa PUC 
- Listing/Database charge - S.XXX 

4. As Applicable per ABC-PAPUC No. 
- Books & delivery (annual home area directories only) — No charge for normal number 
of books delivered to Customers; additional delivery or bulk delivery per separate 
arrangement between ABC and Core. 
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F. Designation of Third Party interconnection Arrangements. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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Chr is Van de Verg 

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net> 
To: <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
Cc: "Gina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2005 2:30 PM 
Subject: Re: Core Communications, Inc. 

Patty, 

If you will provide me with a Word version of the draft Agreement, I can provide you with a redline within a week 
or so. Once you have Core's redline and a chance to review it, we should schedule a call to go through any 
issues. 

Thanks, 
-Chris 

RECEIVED 
— Original Message 
From: parmstronq@ttanlaw.com JAN i 5 2006 
To: Christopher Van de Verg 

S e n t T ^ S d a y , October 19, 2005 1:08 PM P A ^ i l r o ^ J l gpMM'SSlON 
Subject: Core Communications, Inc. 8ECRETARYS BUREAU 

Chris: 

Attached in PDF format is our letter to you as well as a draft Agreement. A hard copy will follow by first class 
mail. 

Patty 

Vickie Joseph 
Secretary to Patricia Armstrong 
THOMAS, THOMAS, ARMSTRONG & NIESEN 
212 Locust Street, Suite 500 
P.O. Box 9500 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500 
717-255-7606 

NOTICE: This e-mail message contains information that is confidential, may be protected by the attorney/client 
or other privilege and may constitute non-public information. It is intended to be conveyed only to the recipient 
(s) name above. If you or your office has received this e-mail in error, please delete it and immediately notify 
the sender by calling 717-255-7600. Thank you. 

1/23/2006 
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C h r i s Van de Verg 

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net> 
To: <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
Cc: '"Gruin, Michael'" <mgruin@aghweb.com>; "Renardo Hicks" <rhicks@aghweb.com>; "Regina 

Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 4:02 PM 
Subject: Fw: Core Communications, Inc. 

Patty, 

Please forward me a Word version of the RTCC ICA proposal to Core. 

Thanks, 
-Chris 

— Original Message — 
From: Chris Van de Verg 
To: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com 
Cc: Gina Matz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2005 2:30 PM 
Subject: Re: Core Communications, Inc. 

Patty, 

If you will provide me with a Word version of the draft Agreement, I can provide you with a redline within a week 
or so. Once you have Core's redline and a chance to review it, we should schedule a call to go through any 
issues. 

Thanks, 
-Chris 

Original Message 
From: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com 
To: Christopher Van de Verg 
Cc: Gina Matz 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2005 1:08 PM 
Subject: Core Communications, Inc. 

Chris: 

Attached in PDF format is our letter to you as well as a draft Agreement. A hard copy will follow by first class 
mail. 

Patty 

Vickie Joseph 
Secretary to Patricia Armstrong 
THOMAS, THOMAS, ARMSTRONG & NIESEN 
212 Locust Street, Suite 500 
P.O. Box 9500 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500 

1/23/2006 
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Chr is Van de Verg 

From: "Patricia Armstrong" <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
To: '"Chris Van de Verg'" <chris@coretel.net> 
Cc: '"Gruin, Michael"' <mgruin@aghweb.com>; '"Renardo Hicks'" <rhicks@aghweb.com>; '"Regina 

Matz'" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 4:06 PM 
Attach: NEW CLEAN 10-18 ABC to Core.doc 
Subject: RE: Core Communications, Inc. 

It was sent to you last week - on Tuesday - the same day you asked for it. I have attached the latest version of it 
which cleans up some spacing and formatting issues from what was sent to you last week. Also - note you can 
easily convert from PDF to Word 

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 4:03 PM 
To: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com 
Cc: 'Gruin, Michael'; Renardo Hicks; Regina Matz 
Subject: Fw: Core Communications, Inc. 

Patty, 

Please forward me a Word version of the RTCC ICA proposal to Core. 

Thanks, 
-Chris 

Original Message 
From: Chris Van de Verg 
To: oarmstronatajttanlaw.com 
Cc: Gina Matz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2005 2:30 PM 
Subject: Re: Core Communications, Inc. 

Patty, 

If you will provide me with a Word version of the draft Agreement, I can provide you with a redline within a week 
or so. Once you have Core's redline and a chance to review it, we should schedule a call to go through any 
issues. 

Thanks, 
-Chris 

— Original Message — 
From: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com 
To: Christopher Van de Verg 
Cc: Gina Matz 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2005 1:08 PM 
Subject: Core Communications, Inc. 

Chris: 

1/23/2006 
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C h r i s Van de Verg 

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net> 
To: "Patricia Armstrong" <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
Cc: '"Gruin, Michael'" <mgruin@aghweb.com>; "'Renardo Hicks'" <rhicks@aghweb.com>; '"Regina 

Matz'" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 4:16 PM 
Subject: Re: Core Communications, Inc. 

Thanks Patty. I did not see the email last week. 

I've tried to convert from PDF to Word before. Although it is easy to do from a mechanical point of view, the 
formatting (especially in a complex document like an ICA) always gets screwed up somehow. 

I will have a markup to you later this week or early next week. 

Regards, 
-Chris 

Original Message 
From: Patricia Armstrong 
To: 'Chris Van de Verg' 
Cc: 'Gruin. Michael'; 'Renardo Hicks'; 'Regina Matz' 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 4:06 PM 
Subject: RE: Core Communications, Inc. 

It was sent to you last week - on Tuesday - the same day you asked for it. I have attached the latest version of 
it - which cleans up some spacing and formatting issues from what was sent to you last week. Also - note you 
can easily convert from PDF to Word 

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2005 4:03 PM 
To: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com 
Cc: 'Gruin, Michael'; Renardo Hicks; Regina Matz 
Subject: Fw: Core Communications, Inc. 

Patty, 

Please forward me a Word version ofthe RTCC ICA proposal to Core. 

Thanks, 
--Chris 

— Original Message — 
From: Chris Van de Verg 
To: parmstrong(aittanlaw.com 
Cc: Gina Matz 
Sent: Tuesday, November 22, 2005 2:30 PM 
Subject: Re: Core Communications, Inc. 

Patty, 

1/23/2006 
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C h r i s Van de Verg 

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net> 
To: <pamnstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
Cc: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>; "Mike Gruin" <mag@stevenslee.com>; "Rick Hicks" 

<rlh@stevenslee.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2005 10:54 AM 
Attach: NEW CLEAN 10-18 ABC to Core--markup.doc 
Subject: Core's Redline of RTCC's ICA Proposal 

Patty, 

Attached is Core's redline counterproposal to RTCC's ICA proposal. 

I would like to schedule a time for us to walk through the agreement and identify issues which can (or can not) be 
resolved through negotiation. I am generally available next week (except for Wednesday) as well as the following 
week. 

Regards, 
--Chris 

RECEIVED 
JAN 2 5 2006 

••ffiBSffisssr 

1/23/2006 
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PREFACE 

This Agreement ("Agreement") shall be deemed effective upon approval by the Commission (the 
"Effective Date"), between ABC Telephone Company ("ABC"), a corporation organized under the laws of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with offices at , 
and Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Maryland 
with offices at 209 West Street, Suite 302, Annapolis, MD 21401 (Core and ABC may be referred to 
hereinafter, each, individually as a "Party," and, collectively, as the "Parties"). 

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to interconnect their local exchange networks for the purpose of 
transmission and termination of Telecommunications traffic that is within the scope of this Agreement, 
and 

WHEREAS, the interconnoction botwoon tho Partios will allow the Customors of oach Party to 
comploto local calls to tho Customors of the other Party within tho local calling aroo of ABC ("Local 
Interconnection"); and 

WHEREAS, the nature of the interconnection arrangement between the Parties established 
pursuant to this Agreement is of mutual benefit to both Parties and is intended to fulfill their needs to 
exchange Local Traffictelephone exchange service and exchanae access traffic. 

Now, therefore, in consideration of the terms and conditions contained herein, ABC and Core 
hereby mutually agree as follows: 
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PART A 
GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

1. General Rule 

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, when a term listed in this Glossary is used in this 
Agreement, the term shall have the meaning stated in this Glossary. A defined term intended to convey 
the meaning stated in this Glossary is capitalized when used. Other terms that are capitalized, and not 
defined in this Glossary or elsewhere in this Agreement, shall have the meaning stated in the Act. 
Additional definitions that are specific to the matters covered in a particular provision of this Agreement 
may appear in that provision. To the extent that there may be any conflict between a definition set forth in 
this Glossary and any definition in a specific provision, the definition set forth in the specific provision shall 
control with respect to that provision. 

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, any term defined in this Glossary which is defined 
or used in the singular shall include the plural, and any term defined in this Glossary which is defined or 
used in the plural shall include the singular. 

2. Definitions 

2.1 "Access Services" refers to interstate and intrastate switched access and private line transport 
services. 

2.2 "Act" means the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. §151 et seq.), as amended from time to 
time (including, but not limited to, by the Telecommunications Act of 1996). 

2.3 "Affiliate" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.4 "Agent" shall include an agent or servant. 

2.5 "Agreement" means this Agreement, as defined in Part B, Section 1 ofthe General Terms and 
Conditions. 

2.6 "Ancillary Traffic" means all traffic that is destined to provide Services ancillary to 
Telecommunications Services, or that may have special routing or billing requirements, including but not 
limited to the following: 911/E911, Operator Services, Directory Assistance, third party (except for that 
third party traffic that is specifically addressed in this Agreement), collect and calling card database query 
and Service, 800/888 database query and Service, CNAM, LIDB, and voice information Service. 

2.7 "Applicable Law" means all effective laws, administrative rules and regulations, and any court 
orders, rulings and decisions from courts of competentjurisdiction, applicable to each Party's 
performance of its obligations under this Agreement. 

2.8 "Business Day" means Monday through Friday, except for ABC's holidays. 

2.9 "Calendar Quarter" means January through March, April through June, July through September, 
or October through December 

2.10 "Calendar Year" means January through December. 

2.11 "Calling Party Number" or "CPN" means a CCS parameter that identifies the calling party's 
telephone number. 

2.12 "Central Office" or "CO" refers to a local switching system for connecting lines to lines, lines to 
trunks, or trunks to trunks for the purpose of originating/terminating calls over the public switched 
telephone network. A single Central Office may handle several Central Office codes ("NXXs"). 
Sometimes this term is used to refer to a telephone company building in which switching systems and 
telephone equipment are installed. 
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2.13 "Central Office Switch" refers to a switch used to provide Telecommunications Services, 
including, but not limited to, End Office and Tandem Switches. A Central Office Switch may also be 
employed as a combination End Office/Tandem Office Switch. 

2.14 "Commission" shall mean the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission. 

2.15 "Common Channel Signaling" or "CCS" refers to a method of transmitting call set-up and network 
control data over a digital signaling network separate from the public switched telephone network facilities 
that carry the actual voice or data content of the call. Tho CCS currontly used by the Portios io SS7. 

2.16 "Common Language Location Identifier" or "CLLI Code" refers to a code developed by Telcordia 
Technologies as a method of identifying physical locations and equipment such as buildings, Central 
Offices, poles and antennas. There are three (3) basic formats for CLLI Codes: network entity, network 
support site, and customer site. 

2.17 "Competitive Local Exchange Carrier" or "CLEC" refers to any Local Exchange Carrier providing 
Local Exchange Telecommunications Service in any area where it is not an Incumbent Local Exchange 
Carrier ("ILEC"). Core is a CLEC. 

2.18 "Customer" or "End User" means a third party residential or business end user of Telephone 
Exchange Services provided by either of the Parties. 

2.19 "Customer Proprietary Network Information" or "CPNI" is as defined in the Act. 

2.20 "Day" means calendar days unless otherwise specified. 

2.21 "End Office Switch" or "End Office" means a switching entity that is used to terminate Customer 
station Loops for the purpose of interconnection to each other and to trunks. 

2.22 "Enhancod Sorvicos" shall moan sorvicos offered over common carrier transmission facilitios 
used in interstate communications, which omploy computor procossing applications that act on the 
format, content, codo, protocol or similar aspects of tho Customor's transmittod information; provide the 
Customer with additional, different, or restructured information; or involvo Customor intoroction wife 
stored information."lnformation Services" shali mean the offering of a capability for generating, acguirinq. 
storing, transforming, processing, retrieving, utilizing, or making available information via 
telecommunications, and includes electronic publishing, but does not include anv use of anv such 
capability for the management, control, or operation of a telecommunications system or the management 
of a telecommunications service. 

2.23 "Eftfraaoed-lnformation Service Provider"' or "EISP" shall mean a provider of Enhancedlnformation 
Services. 

2.24 "Entrance Facility" shall mean the facilities between a Party's designated premises and the 
Central Office serving that designated premises. 

2.25 "FCC" shall mean the Federal Communications Commission. 

2.26 "Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier or "ILEC" shall have the meaning stated in the Act. 

2.27 "Interexchange Carrier or "IXC" means a Telecommunications Carrier that provides, directly or 
indirectly, InterLATA or IntraLATA Telephone Toll Services. 

2.28 "Internet" means the collective international network of interoperable public, private, managed 
and non-managed computer and Telecommunications facilities, including both hardware and software, 
which comprise the interconnected world-wide network of networks that employ the Transmission Control 
Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), or any predecessor or successor protocols to such protocol, to 
communicate information of all kinds by wireline or wireless connections. 
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2.29 "Internet Protocol" refers to a standard networking protocol that provides information transmission 
across interconnected networks, between computers with diverse hardware architectures and various 
operating systems, and keeps track of Internet addresses for different nodes, routes outgoing information 
and recognizes incoming information. 

2.30 "Internet Service Provider" or "ISP" is a vendor who provides access for Customers (companies 
and private individuals) to the Internet and the World Wide Web for Telecommunication Services or other 
means, but does not include a common carrier to the extent that it provides common carrier services. 

"ISP Bound Traffic" means traffic delivered by a local exchange carrier to an ISP. 

"ISP Forbearance Order" means the Federal Communications Commission's Order in WC Docket 
No. 03-171, released on October 18, 2004. 

"ISP Remand Order" means the Federal Communications Commission's Order on Remand & 
Report and Order in CC Docket Nos. 96-98 & 99-98, released on April 27, 2001. 

2.31 "Intornot Troffic" or "ISP Bound Traffic" means dial-up ISP traffic that is originated and dialed by 
an End User-ef-ene-P-arty-delivered to the othe^Rarty, and terminated by the other Party to an ISP within 
ABC's local serving area as defined bythe effective local exchango tariff(s) of ABC, including mandatory 
local calling scope arrangements established and dofinod by tho Commission ("Local Intornet Traffic"). A 
mandatory local calling scope arrangemont is an arrangemont that provides End Usors a local calling 
scope;, i.e. Extended Area Service ("EAS"), beyond the End User's-basic exchange serving area. 
Therefore Local Internot Traffic, for purposes of this Agreemont, includos both intra exchange calls and 
EAS calls originatod by an End Usor of ono Party, dolivorod to tho other Party, and terminatod by tho 
other Party to an ISP. 

2.32 "IntraLATA Traffic" means telecommunications traffic that originates and terminates within the 
same LATA. 

2.33 "Intorconnootion Point" or "IP" moans tho locotion on tho incumbent LEC network of ABC at which 
tho connoction is mado by Coro for the oxchango of Local Troffic between the Partiesr 

2.34 "Local Access and Transport Area" or "LATA" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.35 "Local Exchange Carrier" or "LEC" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.36 "Local Exchange Routing Guide" or "LERG" shall mean a Telcordia Technologies reference 
containing NPA/NXX routing and homing information. 

2.37 "Local Number Portability ("LNP")" means the ability of Customers of Telecommunications 
Services to retain, within the same geographic Rate Center Area associated with the Customer's NPA-
NXX code, existing telecommunications numbers without impairment of quality, reliability, or convenience 
when switching from one telecommunications carrier to another. 

2.38 "Local Service Request" ("LSR") means an industry standard form or a mutually agreed upon 
change thereof, used by the Parties to add, establish, change or disconnect local services. 

2.39 "Local Traffio" or "Subject Traffic" means troffic that is originated by an End User of one Party on 
thot Party's network and torminotos to on End Usor of tho othor Party on that other Party's network-within 
ABC's local sorving aroa os dofinod by tho-effective looal oxchango tariff(s) of ABC, including mandatory 
local calling-SGope-arr-aRgemente-established and defined-by the Commission-.--A- mandatefy-lQeal-eaUifvg 
scopo arrongomont is an arrangement that providos End Usors o local calling scopo; i.o. Extondod Area 
Service ("EAS"), boyond the End User's basic exchango serving area. Therefore Local Traffic, for 
purposes of this Agroement, includos both intra oxchango calls and non optional EAS colls, and-does-net 
include any optional oxtonded looaJ-scopo sorviee-afrongomont. For this purpose. Local Traffic does-ftet 
include any ISP Bound Traffic. 
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2.40 "North American Numbering Plan" ("NANP") means the plan for the allocation of unique 10-digit 
directory numbers consisting of a three-digit area code, a three-digit office code, and a four-digit line 
number. The plan also extends to format variations, prefixes, and special code applications. 

2.41 "Numbering Plan Area ("NPA")" (sometimes referred to as an area code) is the three-digit 
indicator which is designated by the first three digits of each 10-digit telephone number within the NANP. 
Each NPA contains 800 possible NXX Codes. There are two general categories of NPA, "Geographic 
NPAs" and "Non-Geographic NPAs." A "Geographic NPA" is associated with a defined geographic area, 
and all telephone numbers bearing such NPA are associated with services provided within that 
geographic area. A "Non-Geographic NPA," also known as a "Service Access Code (SAC Code)" is 
typically associated with a specialized telecommunications service which may be provided across multiple 
geographic NPA areas; 500, 800, 900, 700, and 888 are examples of Non-Geographic NPAs. 

2.42 "NXX," "NXX Code," "NNX," "COC," "Central Office Code," or "CO Code" is the three-digit switch 
entity indicator which is defined by the fourth, fifth and sixth digits of a 10-digit telephone number within 
NANP. 

2.43 "Proprietary Information" shall have the same meaning as Confidential Information. 

2.44 "Providing Party" means a Party offering or providing a Service to the other Party under this 
Agreement. 

2.45 "Purchasing Party" means a Party requesting or receiving a Service from the other Party under 
this Agreement. 

2.46 "Rate Center Area" refers to the geographic area that has been identified as being associated 
with a particular NPA-NXX code assigned to the LEC for its provision of Telephone Exchange Services. 
The Rate Center Area is the exclusive geographic area that the LEC has identified as the area within 
which it will provide Telephone Exchange Services bearing the particular NPA-NXX designation 
associated with the specific Rate Center Area. 

2.47 "Rate Center Point' refers to a specific geographic point, defined by a V&H coordinate, located 
within the Rate Center Area and used to measure distance for the purpose of billing for distance-sensitive 
Telephone Exchange Services and Toll Traffic. 
2.48 "Reciprocal Compensation" means the arrangement for recovering, in accordance with Section 
251 (b)(5) of the Act, costs incurred for the transport and termination of Subject Traffic originating by the 
Customers of one Party on that Party's network and terminating to the Customers of the other Party on 
that other Party's network. 

"Section 251 fbK5) Traffic" means (1) telecommunications traffic exchanged between a LEC and 
a telecommunications carrier other than a CMRS provider, except for telecommunications traffic that is 
interstate or intrastate exchange access, or exchange services for such access (see FCC Order on 
Remand. 34. 36, 39, 42-43): and/or (2) telecommunications traffic exchanged by a LEC and a CMRS 
provider that originates and terminates within the same Major Trading Area, as defined in 47 CFR § 
24.202(a). 

2.49 "Service" means any Interconnection arrangement, Telecommunications Service, or other 
service, facility or arrangement, offered by a Party under this Agreement. 

2.50 "Signaling System 7" or "SS7" refers to the common channel out-of-band signaling protocol 
(CCS) developed by the Consultative Committee for International Telephone and Telegraph (CCITT) and 
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). Core and ABC currontly utilize-this out of bond 
signaling protocol. 

2.51 "Subsidiary" means a corporation or other person that is controlled by a Party, controls a Party, or 
is under common control with a Party. 
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2.52 "Switched Exchange Access Service" means the offering of transmission and switching services 
for the purpose of the origination or termination of Toll Traffic. Switched Exchange Access Services 
include but may not be limited to: Feature Group A, Feature Group B, Feature Group D, 700 access, 800 
access, 888 access and 900 access. 

2.53 "Synchronous Optical Network ("SONET') is an optical interface standard that allows interworking 
of transmission products from multiple vendors (i.e., mid-span meets). The base rate is 51.84 MHps (OC-
1/STS-1 and higher rates are direct multiples ofthe base rate up to 1.22 GHps). 

2.54 "Tandem Switch" means a switching entity that has billing and recording capabilities and is used 
to connect and switch trunk circuits between and among End Office Switches and between and among 
End Office Switches and carriers' aggregation points, points of termination, or points of presence, and to 
provide Switched Exchange Access Services. 

2.55 "Tandem Transit Traffic" or "Transit Traffic" includes Telephone Exchange Service traffic that 
originates on one Party's network, and is transported through the other Party's tandem switch to a third-
party's network, including, but not limited to, a CLEC, Commercial Mobile Radio Service ("CMRS") carrier, 
or other LEC, that subtends the relevant other Party's tandem switch to which the originating Party 
delivers such traffic. Transit Traffic also includes Telephone Exchange Service that originates on a third 
party's network, including but not limited to a CLEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC that is transported 
through one Party's tandem switch and delivered to the other Party. 

2.56 "Tandem Transit Trunks" means those trunks as referenced in Section 2 of the Interconnection 
Attachment. 

2.57 "Tariff' means a filing made at the state or federal level for the provision of a telecommunications 
service by a telecommunications carrier that provides for the terms, conditions and pricing of that service. 
Such filing may be required or voluntary and may or may not be specifically approved by the Commission 
or FCC. 

2.58 "Telcordia Technologies" refers to Telcordia Technologies, Inc., formerly known as Bell 
Communications Research, Inc. (Bellcore). 

2.59 "Telecommunications" is as defined in the Act. 

2.60 "Telecommunications Carrier" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.61 "Telecommunications Services" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.62 "Telephone or Local Exchange Service" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.63 "Transit Service" means the delivery of Transit Traffic. 

2.64 "Voice over Internet Protocol Traffic" or "VOIP Traffic" is voice communications traffic that utilizes 
Internet Protocol format for some or all of the transmission of the call. 

2.65 "Wire Center" means a building or portion thereof which serves as the premises for one or more 
Central Office Switches and related facilities. 
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PART B 

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

In consideration ofthe mutual promises contained in this Agreement, and intending to be legally 
bound, Core and ABC hereby agree as follows: 

1. Scope of this Agreement 

1.1 This Agreement includes: (a) the Principal Document, including Attachments A through C; and 
(b) a written Order by a Party that has been accepted in writing by the other Party. This Agreement 
specifies the rights and obligations of each Party with respect to the establishment of Local 
Interconnection within the incumbent service area of ABC. Certain terms used in this Agreement shall 
have the meanings defined in the Glossary of Terms, or as otherwise elsewhere defined throughout this 
Agreement. Other terms used but not defined herein will have the meanings ascribed to them in the Act, 
in the FCC's, and in the Commission's Rules and Regulations. PART B sets forth the General Terms and 
Conditions governing this Agreement. The remaining Parts set forth, among other things, descriptions of 
the services, pricing, technical and business requirements, and physical and network security 
requirements. 

1.2 Except as otherwise expressly provided in the Agreement, any conflict between the provisions in 
the Agreement and any attachments, exhibits and documents attached to it or referenced within shall be 
resolved in favor of the attachment, exhibit or document. The fact that a provision appears in the 
Agreement but not in a document outside of this Agreement, or in a document outside of this Agreement 
but not in the Agreement, shall not be interpreted as, or deemed grounds for finding, a conflict for the 
purposes of this Section. 

1.3 Except as otherwise provisioned in the Agreement, the Agreement may not be waived or modified 
except by a written document that is signed by the Parties. Subject to the requirements of Applicable 
Law, a Party shall have the right to add, modify, or withdraw, its Tariff(s) at any time, without the consent 
of, or notice to, the other Party. 

1.4 In connection with this Agreement, a Party may purchase services from the other Party pursuant 
to that other Party's Tariff. In such instances, the rates, terms, and conditions of the other Party's Tariff 
shall apply. 

2. Reserved for Future Use 

3. Regulatory Approvals 

3.1 This Agreement, and any amendment or modification hereof, will be submitted to the Commission 
for approval within thirty (30) Days after obtaining the last required Agreement signature. Core and ABC 
shall use their best efforts to obtain approval of this Agreement by any regulatory body having jurisdiction 
over this Agreement. In the event any governmental authority or agency rejects any provision hereof, the 
Parties shall negotiate promptly and in good faith such revisions as may reasonably be required to 
achieve approval. 

3.2 jn the event of any amendment of the Act, any effective legislative action or any-effective^ 
regulatory or judicial order, rule, regulation, arbitration award, dispute resolution proceduresHunderthis _ 
'Agreement or other legal action purporting to apply the provisions of the Actto the Parties or in-whiclvthe 
court, FCC or the Commission makes a generic determination that is generally applicable which, revises' 
modifies or reverses Applicable Law and such changes to Applicable Law require that this Agreement be 
amended, either Party may, by providing written notice to the other Party, require that the affected 
provisions of this Agreement be renegotiated in good faith and this Agreement shall be amended 
accorcjingjv to reflect any pricing, terms and conditions required by any such.Amended Rules! 

3.3 Netwith! 
provide-afiv-sefw 
Ant n. 

R-of-tho AgreemenVn 
©n-aFrangem 

•er-&r 
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but without limiting any othor right either Party may have undor this Agroement, oither Party may cease 
providing a sorvico, facility, or interconnection arrangement that is not roquirod by the Act or under 
controlling regulatory requiremonts. To the extent that some service, facility, or intorconnoction 
arrangement provided by one Party to tho othor Party undor this Agreoment is determined not to be 
required under the Act or under controlling regulatory requirements;-then the providing Party upon 90 
days-written -notice' to the other-Party may discontinue the-pfovlston-of-syoh service, facility, or 
intorconnootion arrongomont. To tho extent the discontinued servico or intorconnection arrangement is 
availablo undor provailing tariffs from tho Providing Party, then the Purchasing Party, may, at its option, 
obtain such sorvices, facilities, or interconnection arrangemonts pursuant to tho torms of such tariffs. 
Prior to ony discontifvuonco of sorvico, tho Partios will seek to amend this Agroement. 

4. Term and Termination 

4.1 This Agreement shall be effective as ofthe Effective Date and, unless cancelled or terminated 
earlier in accordance with the terms hereof, shall continue in effect for a period of 1 year (12) months four 
(4) years after the Effective Date of this Agreement (the "Initial Term"). Thereafter, this Agreement shall 
renew automatically for successive six (6) month terms, commencing on the termination date of the initial 
term or latest renewal term and continue in force and effect unless and until cancelled or terminated as 
provided in this Agreement. 

4.2 Either ABC or Core may terminate this Agreement effective upon the expiration of the Initial Term 
or subsequent renewal term by providing written notice of termination at least ninety (90) days in advance 
of the date of termination. 

4.3 In the event of such termination, those service arrangements made available under this 
agreement and existing at the time of termination shall continue without interruption under (a) a new 
agreement executed by the Parties, (b) tariff terms and conditions of the Parties, or if neither of the above 
is available, under the terms of this Agreement on a month-to-month basis until such time as (a) or (b) 
becomes available^, but under no circumstance shall such torms continuo for more than 180 days-after 
th&4ermination-dat&: 

4.4 If either ABC or Core provides notice of termination pursuant to Section 4 and by 11:59 PM 
Eastern Time on the proposed date of termination neither ABC nor Core has requested negotiation of a 
new interconnection agreement, (a) this Agreement will terminate, and (b) the Services being provided 
under this Agreement at the time of termination will be terminated in accordance with the requirements of 
the Commission and Applicable Law. 

5. Attachments 

The following Attachments are a part of this Agreement: 

Additional Services Attachment 
Interconnection Attachment 
Pricing Attachment 

6. Applicable Law 

6.1 The construction, interpretation and performance of this Agreement shall be governed by (a) the 
laws of the United States of America and (b) the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including 
but not limited to the Act, the rules, regulations and orders of the FCC and the Commission, and any 
orders and decisions of a court of competentjurisdiction ("Applicable Law"). All disputes relating to this 
Agreement shall be resolved through the application of such laws. 

6.2 Each Party shall remain in compliance with Applicable Law in the course of performing this 
Agreement. 

6.3 Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or failure in performance caused or required by 
Applicable Law, or the acts or failures to act of any governmental entity or official to the extent such acts 
or failures to act were not caused or solicited by either Party and/or comply with Applicable Law. 
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6.4 If any provision of this Agreement shall be invalid or unenforceable under Applicable Law, such 
invalidity or unenforceability shall not invalidate or render unenforceable any other provision of this 
Agreement, and this Agreement shall be construed as if it did not contain such invalid or unenforceable 
provision; provided, that if the invalid or unenforceable provision is a material provision of this Agreement, 
or the invalidity or unenforceability materially affects the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder or the 
ability of a Party to perform any material provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly 
renegotiate in good faith and amend in writing this Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable 
revisions to this Agreement as may be required in order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law. 

6.5 Ifany final and unstayed legislative, regulatory, judicial or bthergovernmental decision, order? 
Sitermihation or action, or any change in Applicable Law, materially affects any material provision of'this 
'Agreement, the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder, or the ability of a Party to perform anymateriaj 
provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly renegotiate in good faith-'and'amend in .writing;this 
Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable revisions to this Agreement as may be required in 
'orJeLto conform the Agreement to Applicable l a w f 

7. Assignment 

7.1 Except as provided below, any assignment by either Party of any right, obligation, or duty, in 
whole or in part, or of any interest, without the written consent of the other Party shall be void, and the 
assigning Party shall remain responsible for all obligations hereunder. 

7.2 Either Party may assign all of its rights, and delegate its obligations, liabilities and duties under 
this Agreement, either in whole or in part, to any entity that is, or that was immediately preceding such 
assignment, an Affiliate of that Party without consent of the other Partv, but withso long as the assigning 
Partv provides the other Partv written notification-made no later than thirty (30) days prior to the 
assignment's effective date. 

7.3 The effectiveness of any assignment shall be expressly conditioned upon the assignee's written 
assumption of all rights, obligations, and duties of the assigning Party. Assignee's written assumption 
shall be made and delivered to the non-assigning Party no later than thirty (30) days prior to the 
assignment's effective date. Unless prior written consent is obtained, where necessary, and assignee 
expressly assumes all rights, obligations, and duties of the assigning Party hereunder as provided herein, 
the assigning Party shall remain responsible for all rights, obligations, and duties under this Agreement. 

8. Assurance of Performance 

8.1 When reasonable grounds for insecurity arise with respect to the performance of either Party, the 
other Party may in writing demand adequate assurance of due performance. 

8.2 The reasonableness of grounds for insecurity and the adequacy of any assurance offered shall 
be determined according to Telecommunications industry standards. Reasonable grounds for insecurity 
include, but are not limited to: (a) the failure of a Party to demonstrate that it is creditworthy, (b) the failure 
of a Party to timely pay a bill or perform a service or obligation as required by this Agreement, or (c) a 
Party admits its inability to pay debts as such debts become due, commenced a voluntary case (or has 
had a case commenced against it) under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code or any other law relating to 
bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization, or winding-up, made an assignment for the benefit of creditors or 
is subject to a receivership or similar proceeding. 

8.3 Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, after receipt of a justified demand, a Party shall have 
thirty (30) days to provide assurance of due performance as is adequate under the circumstances of the 
particular case. 

8.4 To the extent that a cash deposit may be required, the Parties intend that the provision of such 
deposit shall constitute the grant of a security interest in the deposit pursuant to Article 9 of the Uniform 
Commercial Code as in effect in any relevant jurisdiction. 

8.5 A Party shall pay interest on a cash deposit required under this Section at a rate equal to the 
prime commercial rate on loans charged by the secured Party. 
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8.6 To the extent that a letter of credit or cash deposit is required under this Section, a Party may (but 
is not obligated to) draw on the letter of credit or cash deposit, as applicable, upon thirty (30) days written 
notice to the other Party in respect of any amounts to be paid by such Party hereunder that are not paid 
within thirty (30) days of the date that payment of such amounts is required by this Agreement. 

8.7 If a Party draws on the letter of credit or cash deposit, the other Party shall provide a replacement 
or supplemental letter of credit or cash deposit in accordance with the requirements of this Section. 

8.8 Notwithstanding anything else set forth in this Agreement, if a Party makes a request for 
assurance of performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, and the other Party fails to 
provide adequate assurance of due performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, the failure 
of which will substantially impair the value of the Agreement to the other Party, then the aggrieved Party 
may suspend its own performance under the Agreement until such time as the other Party provides such 
assurance of performance. 

8.9 The fact that assurance of performance is requested by a Party hereunder shall in no way relieve 
the other Party from compliance with the requirements of this Agreement, nor constitute a waiver or 
modification of any terms of this Agreement. 

9. Audits 

9.1 Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this Agreement, either Party ("Auditing 
Party") may audit the other Party's ("Audited Part/') records for the purpose of evaluating the accuracy of 
the Audited Party's bills and compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement. Such audits 
may be performed once in each Calendar Year; provided, however, that audits may be conducted more 
frequently (but no more frequently than once in each Calendar Quarter) if an immediately preceding audit 
found previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor ofthe Auditing Party having an aggregate 
value of at least $50,000. 

9.2 Prior to commencing the audit, the auditors shall execute an agreement with the Audited Party in 
a form reasonably acceptable to the Audited Party that protects the confidentiality of the information 
disclosed by the Audited Party to the auditors. The audit shall take place at a time and place agreed 
upon by the Parties; provided, that the Auditing Party may require that the audit commence no later than 
sixty (60) days after the Auditing Party has given notice of the audit to the Audited Party. 

9.3 Each Party shall cooperate fully in any such audit, providing reasonable access to any and all 
records reasonably necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party's bills. 

9.4 Audits shall be performed at the Auditing Party's expense, provided that there shall be no charge 
for reasonable access to the Audited Party's records in the format in which such records are stored by the 
Audited Party necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party's bills, unless the auditors discover 
previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate value 
of at least $50,000, in which case the Audited Party shall pay for the audit. 

10. Authorization 

10.1 ABC represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and has full power and authority to execute and deliver 
this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

10.2 Core represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under 
the laws of the State of Maryland District of Columbia and has full power and authority to execute and 
deliver this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

10.3 Certification 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Core shall not place any orders under this 

Agreement until it has obtained such authorization certification as may be required by Applicable Law, 
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and only if such authorizationcertification is maintained. Core shall provide proof of such 
authorizatiencertification to ABC upon request. 

11. Billing and Payment; Disputed Amounts 

11.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, each Party shall bill the other Party on a monthly 
basis in an itemized format. The Parties shall also exchange billing information to process claims and 
adjustments as between themselves and on behalf of their Customers. 

11.2 Except as othenwise provided in this Agreement, payment of amounts billed for Services provided 
under this Agreement, whether billed on a monthly basis or as otherwise provided in this Agreement, shall 
be due, in immediately available U.S. funds, within (the "Due Date") thirty (30) calendar days o f the 
invoice date. If a Party does not receive a bill at least twenty (20) days prior to the thirty (30) day 
payment Due Date, then the bill shall be considered delayed. When the bill has been delayed, the billed 
Party may request an extension of the payment Due Date, by the number of days the bill was delayed. 
Such requests for a delay of the payment Due Date must be accompanied with proof of late bill receipt. 

11.3 If any portion of an amount billed by a Party under this Agreement is subject to a good faith 
dispute between the Parties, the billed Party shall give notice to the billing Party of the amounts it 
disputes ("Disputed Amounts") and include in such notice the specific details and reasons for disputing 
each item. Notice of a dispute may be given by a Party at any time, either before or after an amount is 
paid, and a Party's payment of an amount shall not constitute a waiver of such Party's right to 
subsequently dispute Its obligation to pay such amount or to seek a refund of any amount paid; provided, 
however, if the billed party fails to provide a notice of dispute within thirty (30) days of the payment Due 
Date for the amount in question, then the billed party shall be deemed to have waived any disputes as to 
those amounts. The billed Party shall pay by the Due Date all undisputed amounts. Billing disputes shall 
be subject to Dispute Resolution under the terms of this Agreement. 

11.4 Undisputed charges due to the billing Party that are not paid by the Due Date, shall be subject to 
a late payment charge. The late payment charge shall be in an amount specified by the billing Party 
which shall not exceed a rate of one-and-one-half percent (1.5%) of the overdue amount (including any 
unpaid previously billed late payment charges) per month. 

11.5 Although it is the intent of both Parties to submit timely statements of charges, failure by either 
Party to present statements to the other Party in a timely manner shall not constitute a breach or default, 
or a waiver of the right to payment of the incurred charges, by the billing Party under this Agreement, and, 
except for assertion of a provision of Applicable Law that limits the period in which a suit or other 
proceeding can be brought before a court or other governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction to collect 
amounts due, the billed Party shall not be entitled to dispute the billing Party's statement(s) based on the 
biliing Party's failure to submit them in a timely fashion. 

11.6 All usage data and invoices to be provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be sent to the 
following addresses: 

To ABC 

To Core: 
Core Communications, Inc. 
209 West Street, Suite 302 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

12. Confidentiality 



DRAFT -- For Discussion Purposes Page 12 of 44 

12.1 As used in this Section 12 "Confidential Infonnation" means the following information that is 
disclosed by one Party ("Disclosing Party") to the other Party ("Receiving Party") in connection with, or 
anticipation of, this Agreement: 

i. Books, records, documents and other information disclosed in an audit pursuant to 
Section 9; 

ii. Any forecasting information provided pursuant to this Agreement; 

iii. Customer Information (except to the extent that (a) the Customer information is published 
in a directory, (b) the Customer information is disclosed through or in the course of furnishing a 
Telecommunications Service, such as a Directory Assistance Service, Operator Service, Caller ID or 
similar service, or LIDB service, or, (c) the Customerto whom the Customer Information is related has 
authorized the Receiving Party to use and/or disclose the Customer Information); 

iv. Information related to specific facilities or equipment (including, but not limited to, cable 
and pair information); 

v. Any information that is in written, graphic, electromagnetic, or other tangible form, and 
marked at the time of disclosure as "Confidential" or "Proprietary;" and 

vi. Any information that is communicated orally or visually and declared to the Receiving 
Party at the time of disclosure, and by written notice with a statement of the information given to the 
Receiving Party within ten (10) days after disclosure, to be "Confidential or "Proprietary". 

12.2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, a Party shall have the right to refuse to 
accept receipt of information which the other Party has identified as Confidential Information. 

12.3 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the Receiving Party shall: 

i. Use the Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party only in performance 
of this Agreement; and, 

ii. Using the same degree of care that it uses with similar confidential information of its own 
(but in no case a degree of care that is less than commercially reasonable), hold Confidential Information 
received from the Disclosing Party in confidence and restrict disclosure of the Confidential Information 
solely to those of the Receiving Party's Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and 
contractors of the Receiving Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, that have a need to receive such 
Confidential Information in order to perform the Receiving Party's obligations under this Agreement. The 
Receiving Par t / s Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and contractors of the 
Receiving Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, shall be required by the Receiving Party to comply 
with the provisions of this Section in the same manner as the Receiving Party. The Receiving Party shall 
be liable for any failure of the Receiving Party's Affiliates or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or 
contractors of the Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates, to comply with the provisions of this 
Section. 

12.4 The Receiving Party shall return or destroy all Confidential Information received from the 
Disclosing Party, including any copies made by the Receiving Party, within thirty (30) days after a written 
request by the Disclosing Party is delivered to the Receiving Party, except for any Confidential 
Information that the Receiving Party reasonably requires to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

12.5 Unless otherwise agreed, the obligations of this Section do not apply to information that: 

i. Was, at the time of receipt, already in the possession of or known to the Receiving Party 
free of any obligation of confidentiality and restriction on use; 

ii. Is or becomes publicly available or known through no wrongful act o f the Receiving Party, 
the Receiving Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors of the 
Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates; 
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iii. Is rightfully received from a third person having no direct or indirect obligation of 
confidentiality or restriction on use to the Disclosing Party with respect to such information; 

iv. Is independently developed by the Receiving Party; 

v. Is approved for disclosure or use by written authorization of the Disclosing Party 
(including, but not limited to, in this Agreement); or 

vi. Is required to be disclosed by the Receiving Party pursuant to Applicable Law, provided 
that the Receiving Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to give adequate notice of the 
requirement to the Disclosing Party in order to enable the Disclosing Party to seek protective 
arrangements. 

12.6 Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section ofthe Agreement, the Receiving Party may use 
and disclose Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party to the extent necessary to 
enforce the Receiving Party's rights under this Agreement or Applicable Law. In making any such 
disclosure, the Receiving Party shall make reasonable efforts to preserve the confidentiality and restrict 
the use of the Confidential Information while it is in the possession of any person to whom it is disclosed, 
including, but not limited to, by requesting any governmental entity to whom the Confidential Information 
is disclosed to treat it as confidential and restrict its use to purposes related to the proceeding pending 
before it. 

12.7 The Disclosing Party shall retain all ofthe Disclosing Party's right, title and interest in any 
Confidential Information disclosed by the Disclosing Party to the Receiving Party. Except as otherwise 
expressly provided in this Agreement, no license is granted by this Agreement with respect to any 
Confidential Information (including, but not limited to, under any patent, trademark or copyright), nor is 
any such license to be implied solely by virtue of the disclosure of Confidential Information. 

12.8 The provisions of this Section shall be in addition to and not in derogation of any provisions of 
Applicable Law, including, but not limited to, 47 U.S.C. § 222, and are not intended to constitute a waiver 
by a Party of any right with regard to the use or protection of the confidentiality of CPNI provided by 
Applicable Law. 

12.9 Each Party's obligations under this Section shall survive the expiration, cancellation or 
termination of this Agreement. 

13. Counterparts 
This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an 

original and all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

14. Default 

14.1 If either Party defaults in the payment of any amount due hereunder, or if either Party violates any 
other provision of this Agreement, and such default or violation shall continue for sixty (60) days after 
written notice thereof, the other Party may terminate this Agreement and services hereunder by written 
notice; provided the other Party has provided the defaulting Party with written notice at least twenty five 
(25) days' (which shall not begin to run until after the 60 day period) prior to terminating service. 

14.2 Notice shall be posted by overnight mail, return receipt requested. If the defaulting Party cures 
the default or violation within the twenty five (25) day period, the other Party will not terminate service or 
this Agreement but shall be entitled to recover all costs, if any, incurred by it in connection with the default 
or violation, including, without limitation, costs incurred to prepare for the termination of service. For 
purposes of this Section, the terms 'default,' 'violate,' and 'violation,' in all of their forms, shall mean 
'materially default,' 'material default,' 'materially violate,' or 'material violation,' as appropriate. 

15. Discontinuance of Service by Core 
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If Core proposes to discontinue, or actually discontinues, its provision of sen/ice to Customers in the ABC 
service area, Core shall provide notice of such discontinuance as required by Applicable Law. 

16. Dispute Resolution 

16.1 The Parties shall attempt to resolve any dispute between the Parties regarding the interpretation 
or enforcement of this Agreement or any of its terms by good faith negotiation between the Parties. To 
initiate such negotiation, a Party must provide to the other Party written notice of the dispute that includes 
both a detailed description of the dispute or alleged nonperformance and the name of an individual who 
has authority to resolve the dispute and will serve as the initiating Party's representative in the 
negotiation. The other Party shall have ten (10) Business Days to designate its own such representative 
in the negotiation. The Parties' representatives shall attempt to reach a good faith resolution of the 
dispute within thirty (30) days after the date of the initiating Party's written notice of the dispute. Upon 
mutual agreement, the Parties' representatives may utilize other alternative dispute resolution procedures 
such as private mediation to assist in the negotiations. 

16.2 If the Parties are unable to resolve the dispute within thirty (30) days of the date of the initiating 
Party's written notice, either Party may pursue any remedies available to it under this Agreement, at .law, 
in equity, or othenwise, including, but not limited to, instituting an appropriate proceeding before the 
Commission, the FCC, or a court of competent jurisdiction. Except for FCC actions, all such proceedings 
shall be conducted within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

17. Force Majeure 

17.1 Neither Party shall be responsible for any delay or failure in performance which results from 
causes beyond its reasonable control ("Force Majeure Events"), whether or not foreseeable by such 
Party. Such Force Majeure Events include, but are not limited to, adverse weather conditions, flood, fire, 
explosion, earthquake, volcanic action, power failure, embargo, boycott, war, revolution, civil commotion, 
act of public enemies, labor unrest (including, but not limited to, strikes, work stoppages, slowdowns, 
picketing or boycotts), acts of God, or any other circumstances beyond the reasonable control and 
without the fault or negligence of the Party affected. 

17.2 If a Force Majeure Event occurs, the non-performing Party shall give prompt notification of its 
inability to perform to the other Party. During the period that the non-performing Party is unable to 
perform, the other Party shall also be excused from performance of its obligations to the extent such 
obligations are reciprocal to, or depend upon, the performance of the non-performing Party that has been 
prevented by the Force Majeure Event. The non-performing Party shall use commercially reasonable 
efforts to avoid or remove the cause(s) of its non-performance and both Parties shall proceed to perform 
once the cause(s) are removed or cease. 

17.3 Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 17.1 and 17.2, although a Force Majeure event could 
result in delay of a payment obligation, in no case shall a Force Majeure Event excuse either Party from 
an obligation to pay money as required by this Agreement. 

17.4 Nothing in this Agreement shall require the non-performing Party to settle any labor dispute 
except as the non-performing Party, in its sole discretion, determines appropriate. 

18. Forecasts 

In addition to any other forecasts required by this Agreement, upon request by ABC, Core shall 
provide to ABC forecasts regarding the Services that Core expects to purchase from ABC, including, but 
not limited to, forecasts regarding the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase and 
the locations where such Services will be purchased. Such forecasts are proprietary and confidential 
under the terms of this Agreement, and distribution of the forecasts or information based on such 
forecasts shall be limited to those persons at ABC who need to know such information in order to 
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase at the locations 
where such Services will be purchased. ABC shall exercise commercially reasonable best efforts to 
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services forecast by Core. 
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19. Fraud 

Neither party shall bear responsibility for, nor have any obligation to investigate or make 
adjustments to the other Party's account in cases of, fraud by the other Party's Customers or other third 
parties. Provided, however, that both Parties shall cooperate to discover and prevent fraud by each 
Party's Customers or other third parties. 

20. Good Faith Performance 
The Parties shall act in good faith in their performance of this Agreement. Except as otherwise 

expressly stated in this Agreement (including, but not limited to, where consent, approval, agreement or a 
similar action is stated to be within a Party's sole discretion), where consent, approval, mutual agreement 
or a similar action is required by any provision of this Agreement, such action shall not be unreasonably 
withheld, conditioned or delayed. 

21. Headings 
The headings used in the Agreement are inserted for convenience of reference only and are not 

intended to be a part of or to affect the meaning of the Agreement. 

22. Indemnification 

22.1 For the Services provided under this Agreement, each Party ("Indemnifying Party") shall 
indemnify, defend and hold harmless the other Party, it's Affiliates and their respective directors, officers 
and employees ("Indemnified Party"), the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, and the directors, officers and 
employees of the Indemnified Party and the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, from and against any and all 
Claims that arise out of bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, or destruction or loss of, 
tangible real and/or personal property, to the extent such injury, death, damage, destruction or loss, was 
caused by the gross negligence or intentionally wrongful acts or omissions of the Indemnifying Party, it's 
Affiliates, or their respective directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors (excluding the 
Indemnified Party). 

22.2 An Indemnifying Party's obligations under this Section shall be conditioned upon the following: 

i. The Indemnified Party: (a) shall give the Indemnifying Party notice ofthe Claim promptly after 
becoming aware thereof (including a statement of facts known to the Indemnified Party related to the 
Claim and an estimate of the amount thereof); (b) prior to taking any material action with respect to the 
Claim, shall consult with the Indemnifying Party as to the procedure to be followed in defending, settling, 
or compromising the Claim; (c) shall not consent to any settlement or compromise of a Claim without the 
written consent of the Indemnifying Party; (d) shall permit the Indemnifying Party to assume the defense 
of the Claim (including, except as provided below, the compromise or settlement thereof) at the 
Indemnifying Party's own cost and expense. 

ii. If the Indemnified Party fails to comply with the requirements of this Section with respect to a 
Claim, to the extent such failure shall have a material adverse effect upon the Indemnifying Party, the 
Indemnifying Party shall be relieved of its obligation to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the 
Indemnified Person with respect to such Claim under this Agreement. 

iii. The Indemnifying Party shal! have the authority to defend and settle any Claim subject to the 
conditions set forth below. 

a. With respect to any Claim, the Indemnified Party shall be entitled to participate with 
the Indemnifying Party in the defense of the Claim if the Claim requests equitable relief or other relief that 
could affect the rights ofthe Indemnified Party. In so participating, the Indemnified Person shall be 
entitled to employ separate counsel for such purposes at it's own expense. The Indemnified Party shall 
also be entitled to participate, at its own expense, in the defense of any Claim, as to any portion of the 
Claim as to which it is not entitled to be indemnified, defended and held harmless by the Indemnifying 
Party. The Indemnifying Party shall have no obligation to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the 
Indemnified Party as to any portion of such Claim. 
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b. In no event shall the Indemnifying Party settle a Claim or consent to any judgment 
with regard to a Claim without the prior written consent of the Indemnified Party, which shall not be 
unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed. In the event the settlement or judgment requires a 
contribution from or affects the rights of an Indemnified Party, the Indemnified Party shall have the right to 
refuse such settlement or judgment with respect to itself and, at its own cost and expense, take over the 
defense against the Claim, provided that in such event the Indemnifying Party shall not be responsible 
for, nor shall it be obligated to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the Indemnified Party against, the 
Claim for any amount in excess of such refused settlement or judgment. 

c. The Indemnified Party shall, in all cases, assert any and all defenses, including, but 
not limited to, affirmative defenses, defenses set forth in applicable Tariffs and Customer contracts, that 
limit liability to third persons as a bar to, or limitation on, any Claim or damages by a third-person 
claimant. 

d. The Indemnifying Party and the Indemnified Party shall offer each other all reasonable 
cooperation and assistance in the defense of any Claim. 
22.3 Except as otherwise provided above, each Party agrees that it will not implead or bring any action 
against the other Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or any of the directors, officers or employees of the 
other Party or the other Party's Affiliates, based on any claim by any person for personal injury or death 
that occurs in the course or scope of employment of such person by the other Party or the other Party's 
Affiliate and that arises out of performance of this Agreement, consistent with Applicable Law. 

22.4 Each Party's obligations under this Section shall survive expiration, cancellation or termination of 
this Agreement. 

23. Reserved for Future Use 

24. Intellectual Property 

24.1 Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, this Agreement shall not be construed as granting 
a license with respect to any patent, copyright, trade name, trademark, service mark, trade secret or any 
other intellectual property, now or hereafter owned, controlled or licensable by either Party. 

24.2 Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, neither Party may use any patent, copyrightable 
materials, trademark, trade name, trade secret or other intellectual property right, of the other Party 
except in accordance with the terms of a separate license agreement between the Parties granting such 
rights. 

24.3 Core shall use commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain from its vendors who have licensed 
intellectual property rights to ABC in connection with facilities and Services provided hereunder licenses 
under such intellectual property rights as necessary for ABC to use such facilities and Services as 
contemplated hereunder and at least in the same manner used by Core for the facilities and Services 
provided hereunder. Core shall notify ABC immediately in the event that Core believes it has used its 
commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain such rights but has been unsuccessful in obtaining such 
rights. Nothing in this Section shall be construed in any way to condition, limit or alter a Party's 
indemnification obligations underthis Agreement. 

24.4 NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS AGREEMENT, THE PARTIES 
AGREE THAT NEITHER PARTY HAS MADE, AND THAT THERE DOES NOT EXIST, ANY 
WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, THAT THE USE BY EACH PARTY OF THE OTHER'S 
SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT GIVE RISE TO A CLAIM OF 
INFRINGEMENT, MISUSE, OR MISAPPROPRIATION OF ANY INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT. 

25. Joint Work Product 
The Agreement is the joint work product of the Parties, has been negotiated by the Parties, and 

shall be fairly interpreted in accordance with its terms. In the event of any ambiguities, no inferences 
shall be drawn against either Party. 
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26. Law Enforcement. 

26.1 Each Party may cooperate with law enforcement authorities and national security authorities to 
the full extent required or permitted by Applicable Law in matters related to Services provided by it under 
this Agreement, including, but not limited to, the production of records, the establishment of new lines or 
the installation of new services on an existing line in order to support law enforcement and/or national 
security operations, and, the installation of wiretaps, trap-and-trace facilities and equipment, and dialed 
number recording facilities and equipment. 

26.2 A Party shall not have the obligation to inform the other Party or the Customers of the other Party 
of actions taken in cooperating with law enforcement or national security authorities, except to the extent 
required by Applicable Law. 

26.3 Where a law enforcement authorities or national security authorities request relates to the 
establishment of lines (including, but not limited to, lines established to support interception of 
communications on other lines), or the installation of other services, facilities or arrangements, a Party 
may act to prevent the other Party from obtaining access to such information concerning such lines, 
services, facilities and arrangements, through operations support system interfaces. 

27. Liability 

27.1 As used in this Section, "Service Failure" means a failure to comply with a direction to install, 
restore or terminate Services under this Agreement, a failure to provide Services under this Agreement, 
and failures, mistakes, omissions, interruptions, delays, errors, defects or the like, occurring in the course 
of the provision of any Services under this Agreement. 

27.2 Except as othenwise stated in this Section, the liability, if any, of a Party, a Party's Affiliates, and 
the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party's Affiliates, to the other Party, the other 
Party's Customers, and to any other person, for Claims arising out of a Service Failure shall not exceed 
an amount equal to the pro rata applicable monthly charge for the Services that are subject to the Service 
Failure for the period in which such Service Failure occurs. 

27.3 For the Services provided under this Agreement, except as otherwise stated in this Section, a 
Party, a Party's Affiliates, and the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party's Affiliates, 
shall not be liable to the other Party , the other Party's Customers, or to any other person, in connection 
with this Agreement (including, but not limited to, in connection with a Service Failure or any breach, 
delay or failure in performance, of this Agreement) for special, indirect, incidental, consequential, reliance, 
exemplary, punitive, or like damages, including, but not limited to, damages for lost revenues, profits or 
savings, or other commercial or economic loss, even if the person whose liability is excluded by this 
Section has been advised of the possibility of such damages. 

27.4 The limitations and exclusions of liability stated in this Section shall apply regardless of the form 
of a claim or action, whether statutory, in contract, warranty, strict liability, tort (including, but not limited 
to, negligence of a Party), or otherwise. 

27.5 Nothing contained in this Section shall exclude or limit liability: 

27.5.1 under Sections dealing with Indemnification, or, Taxes; 

27.5.2 for any obligation to indemnify, defend and/or hold harmless that a Party may have under this 
Agreement; 

27.5.3 for damages arising out of or resulting from bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, 
or destruction or loss of, tangible real and/or personal property of any person, or Toxic or Hazardous 
Substances, to the extent such damages are othenwise recoverable under Applicable Law; 

27.5.4 for a claim for infringement of any patent, copyright, trade name, trade mark, service mark, or 
other intellectual property interest; 
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27.5.5 under Sections 251. 252, 258 and 271 of the Act or anv order of FCC or the Commission 
implementing those Sections; or undor Soction 258 of tho Act or anv order of the FCC or tho Commission 
implementing Soction 258; 

27.5.6 under the financial incentive or remedy provisions of any service quality plan required by the FCC 
or the Commission; or, 

27.5.7 caused by the-gross negligence or intentionally wrongful acts or omissions. 

27.6 In the event that the liability of a Party, a Party's Affiliate, or a director, officer or employee of a 
Party or a Party's Affiliate, is limited and/or excluded under both this Section and a provision of an 
applicable Tariff, the liability of the Party or other person shall be limited to the smaller of the amounts for 
which such Party or other person would be liable under this Section or the Tariff provision. 

27.7 Each Party shall, in its tariffs and other contracts with its Customers, provide that in no case shall 
the other Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers or employees of the other Party or the 
other Party's Affiliates, be liable to such Customers or other third persons for any special, indirect, 
incidental, consequential, reliance, exemplary, punitive or other damages, arising out of a Service Failure. 

28. Network Management 

28.1 Cooperation. The Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to install 
and maintain a reliable network. ABC and Core will exchange appropriate information (e.g., network 
information, maintenance contact numbers, escalation procedures, and information required to comply 
with requirements of law enforcement and national security agencies) to achieve this desired reliability. In 
addition, the Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to apply sound network 
management principles to alleviate and/or prevent traffic congestion. 

28.2 Responsibility for Following Standards. Each Party recognizes a responsibility to follow the 
standards that may be agreed to between the Parlies and to employ characteristics and methods of 
operation that will not interfere with or impair the service, network or facilities of the other Party or any 
third parties connected with or involved directly in the network or facilities of the other. 

28.3 Interference or Impairment. If a Party ("Impaired Party") reasonably determines that the services, 
network, facilities, or methods of operation of the other Party ("Interfering Party") will or are likely to 
significantly degrade the Impaired Party's provision of services or the operation of the Impaired Party's 
network or facilities, the Impaired Party may interrupt or suspend service provided to the interfering party 
to the extent necessary to prevent such interference or impairment, subject to the following: 

i. The Impaired Party must notify the Interfering Party and allow that Party a reasonable 
opportunity to correct the problem. 

ii. Where the Impaired Party does not know the precise cause of the interference or impairment, 
it must notify each Carrier that may have caused or contributed to the problem. 

iii. Except in emergency situations (e.g., situations involving a risk of bodily injury to persons or 
damage to tangible property, or an interruption in Customer service) or as othenwise provided in this 
Agreement, the Impaired Party shall provide the Interfering Party at least ten (10) days' prior written 
notice ofthe interference or impairment or potential interference or impairment and the need to correct 
the condition within said time period; 

iv. Where the interference or impairment asserted by the Impaired Party remains unresolved by 
the Interfering Party after ten (10) days, the Impaired Party must establish with specific and verifiable 
information that a particular service, network, facility or method of operation of the Interfering Party is 
causing the significant degradation. 

v. Where the Impaired Party demonstrates that a particular service, network, facility or method of 
operation of the Interfering Party is significantly degrading the performance of the Impaired Party's 



DRAFT - For Discussion Purposes Page 19 of 44 

provision of services, the Interfering Party shall discontinue deployment of that service and correct the 
interference or impairment or migrate its Customers to technologies that will not significantly degrade the 
performance of other such services. Upon correction of the interference or impairment, the Impaired 
Party will promptly restore the interrupted or suspended Service. The Impaired Party shall not be 
obligated to provide an out-of-service credit allowance or other compensation to the Interfering Party in 
connection with the suspended Service unless Service was improperly interrupted or suspended by the 
Impaired Party. 

28.4 Outage Repair Standard. In the event of an outage or trouble in any Service being provided by a 
Party hereunder, the Providing Party will follow industry standard procedures for isolating and clearing the 
outage or trouble in a manner consistent with its obligations to act in a non-discriminatory manner. 

29. Notice of Network Changes 

If a Party makes a change in the information necessary for the transmission and routing of services using 
that Party's facilities or network, or any other change in its facilities or network that will materially affect 
the interoperability of its facilities or network with the other Party's facilities or network, the Party making 
the change shall provide notice to the other Party of the change at least ninety (90) days in advance of 
such change; provided, however, that if an earlier publication of notice of a change is required by 
Applicable Law, notice shall be given at the time required by Applicable Law. 

30. Notices 

30.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, notices given by one Party to the other Party 
under this Agreement: 

30.1.1 shall be in writing; 

30.1.2 shall be delivered (a) personally, (b) by express delivery service with next Business Day delivery, 
or (c) by certified or registered U.S. mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid; and 

30.1.3 shall be delivered to the following addresses of the Parties: 

To: Core Communications, Inc. 
209 West Street, Suite 302 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

with a copy to: 

To: ABC Telephone Company 

with a copy to: 

Thomas Thomas Armstrong & Niesen 
212 Locust Street 
P. O. Box 9500 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500 
Telephone Number: 717-255-7600 
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or to such other adclress{s) as either Party may designate from time to time by proper notice. 

30.2 Notices will be deemed given as of the earlier of (a) where there is personal delivery of the notice, 
the date of actual receipt, (b) where the notice is sent via express delivery service for next Business Day 
delivery, the next Business Day after the notice is sent, and (c) where notice is sent via certified or 
registered U.S. mail, the date of receipt shown on the Postal Service receipt. 

31. Performance Standards 

31.1 ABC shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by 
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law. 

31.2 Core shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by 
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law. 

31.3 To the extent that Core requests interconnection services or network arrangements for the 
exchange of Telecommunications traffic or any other services pursuant to this Agreement and the 
fulfillment of that request would involve service or network arrangements beyond that which ABC provides 
for its own services or with any other carrier, ABC may, at its option, provide such superior arrangements 
under the condition that Core shall be responsible for any additional costs that may arise for the 
provisioning and operation of such superior arrangements. 

32. Point of Contact for Core Customers 

32.1 Core shall establish telephone numbers and mailing addresses at which Core Customers may 
communicate with Core and shall advise Core Customers of these telephone numbers and mailing 
addresses. 

32.2 Except as otherwise agreed to by ABC, ABC shall have no obligation, and may decline, to accept 
a communication from a Core Customer, including, but not limited to, a Core Customer request for repair 
or maintenance of an ABC Service provided to Core. To the extent the correct provider can be 
determined, misdirected calls received by either Party will be referred to the proper Service provider. 

33. Publicity and Use of Trademarks or Service Marks 

33.1 A Party, its Affiliates, and their respective contractors and Agents, shall not use the other Party's 
trademarks, service marks, logos or other proprietary trade dress, in connection with the sale of products 
or services, or in any advertising, press releases, publicity matters or other promotional materials, unless 
the other Party has given its written consent for such use, which consent the other Party may grant or 
withhold in its sole discretion. 

33.2 Neither Party may imply any direct or indirect affiliation with or sponsorship or endorsement of it 
or its services or products by the other Party. 

34. References 

34.1 All references to Sections, Appendices and Exhibits shall be deemed to be references to 
Sections, Appendices and Exhibits of this Agreement unless the context shall otherwise require. 

34.2 Unless the context shall otherwise require, any reference to a Tariff, agreement, technical or 
other document (including ABC or third party guides, practices or handbooks), or provision of Applicable 
Law, is to such Tariff, agreement, document, or provision of Applicable Law, as amended and 
supplemented from time to time (and, in the case of a Tariff or provision of Applicable Law, to any 
successor Tariff or provision). 

35. Relationship of the Parties 

35.1 The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement shall be that of independent contractors and 
nothing herein shall be construed as creating any other relationship between the Parties. 
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35.2 Nothing contained in this Agreement shall make either Party the employee of the other, create a 
partnership, joint venture, or other similar relationship between the Parties, or grant to either Party a 
franchise, distributorship or similar interest. 

35.3 Except for provisions herein expressly authorizing a Party to act for another Party, nothing in this 
Agreement shall constitute a Party as a legal representative or Agent of the other Party, nor shall a Party 
have the right or authority to assume, create or incur any liability or any obligation of any kind, express or 
implied, against, in the name or on behalf of the other Party unless otherwise expressly permitted by such 
other Party in writing, which permission may be granted or withheld by the other Party in its sole 
discretion. 

35.4 Each Party shall have sole authority and responsibility to hire, fire, compensate, supervise, and 
otherwise control its employees, Agents and contractors. Each Party shall be solely responsible for 
payment of any Social Security or other taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to pay in conjunction 
with its employees, Agents and contractors, and for withholding and remitting to the applicable taxing 
authorities any taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to collect from its employees. 

35.5 Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, no Party undertakes to perform any 
obligation of the other Party, whether regulatory or contractual, or to assume any responsibility for the 
management of the other Party's business. 

35.6 The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement is a non-exclusive relationship. 

36. Reservation of Rights 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement, neither Party waives, and each Party 
hereby expressly reserves, its rights: (a) to appeal or otherwise seek the reversal of and changes in any 
arbitration decision associated with this Agreement; (b) to challenge the lawfulness of this Agreement and 
any provision of this Agreement; (c) to seek changes in this Agreement (including, but not limited to, 
changes in rates, charges and the Services that must be offered) through changes in Applicable Law; 
and, (d) to challenge the lawfulness and propriety of, and to seek to change, any Applicable Law, 
including, but not limited to any rule, regulation, order or decision of the Commission, the FCC, or a court 
of applicable jurisdiction. Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to limit or prejudice any position a 
Party has taken or may take before the Commission, the FCC, any other state or federal regulatory or 
legislative bodies, courts of applicable jurisdiction, or industry fora. The provisions of this Section shall 
survive the expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement. 

37. Subcontractors 

A Party may use a contractor (including, but not limited to, an Affiliate ofthe Party) to perform the 
Party's obligations under this Agreement; provided, that a Party's use of a contractor shall not release the 
Party from any duty or liability to fulfill the Party's obligations under this Agreement. 

38. Successors and Assigns 

This Agreement shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their respective 
legal successors and permitted assigns. 

39. Survival 

The rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party for acts or omissions occurring prior to the 
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party 
under any provision of this Agreement regarding confidential information, indemnification or defense, or 
limitation or exclusion of liability, and the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party under any provision of 
this Agreement which by its terms or nature is intended to continue beyond or to be performed after the 
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, shall survive the expiration, cancellation or 
termination of this Agreement. 
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40. Taxes 

40.1 In General. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if any federal, state or local tax, 
fee, surcharge or other tax-like charge (a "Tax") is required or permitted by Applicable Law or a Tariff to 
be coliected from the Purchasing Party by the Providing Party, then (a) the Providing Party shall properly 
bill the Purchasing Party for such Tax, (b) the Purchasing Party shall timely remit such Tax to the 
Providing Party and (c) the Providing Party shall timely remit such collected Tax to the applicable taxing 
authority. 

40.2 Taxes Imposed on the Providing Party. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if 
any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the receipts of the Providing Party, and 
such Applicable Law permits the Providing Party to exclude certain receipts received from sales for resale 
to a public utility, distributor, telephone company, local exchange carrier, telecommunications company or 
other communications company {"Telecommunications Company"), such exclusion being based solely on 
the fact that the Purchasing Party is also subject to a tax based upon receipts ("Receipts Tax"), then the 
Purchasing Party (a) shall provide the Providing Party with written notice of its intent to pay the Receipts 
Tax and (b) shall timely pay the Receipts Tax to the applicable tax authority. 

40.3 Taxes Imposed on Customers. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services that are 
resold to a third party, if any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the subscriber, 
End User, Customer or ultimate consumer ("Subscriber") in connection with any such purchase, which a 
Telecommunications Company is required to impose and/or collect from a Subscriber, then the 
Purchasing Party (a) shall be required to impose and/or collect such Tax from the Subscriber and (b) shall 
timely remit such Tax to the applicable taxing authority. 

40.4 Liability for Uncollected Tax, Interest and Penalty. If the Providing Party has not received an 
exemption certificate from the Purchasing Party and the Providing Party fails to bill the Purchasing Party 
for any Tax as required by this Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, 
(a) the Purchasing Party shall remain liable for such unbilled Tax and (b) the Providing Party shall be 
liable for any interest assessed thereon and any penalty assessed with respect to such unbilled Tax by 
such authority. If the Providing Party properly bills the Purchasing Party for any Tax but the Purchasing 
Party fails to remit such Tax to the Providing Party as required by this Section, then, as between the 
Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncollected Tax 
and any interest assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax 
by the applicable taxing authority. If the Providing Party does not collect any Tax as required by this 
Section because the Purchasing Party has provided such Providing Party with an exemption certificate 
that is later found to be inadequate by a taxing authority, then, as between the Providing Party and the 
Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncollected Tax and any interest 
assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the 
applicable taxing authority. If the Purchasing Party fails to pay the Receipts Tax as required by this 
Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, (x) the Providing 

Party shail be liable for any Tax imposed on its receipts and (y) the Purchasing Party shall be liable for 
any interest assessed thereon and any penalty assessed upon the Providing Party with respect to such 
Tax by such authority. If the Purchasing Party fails to impose and/or collect any Tax from Subscribers as 
required by this Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing 
Party shall remain liable for such uncollected Tax and any interest assessed thereon, as well as any 
penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the applicable taxing authority. With respect to 
any Tax that the Purchasing Party has agreed to pay, or is required to impose on and/or collect from 
Subscribers, the Purchasing Party agrees to indemnify and hold the Providing Party harmless on an after­
tax basis for any costs incurred by the Providing Party as a result of actions taken by the applicable taxing 
authority to recover the Tax from the Providing Party due to the failure of the Purchasing Party to timely 
pay, or collect and timely remit, such Tax to such authority. In the event either Party is audited by a 
taxing authority, the other Party agrees to cooperate fully with the Party being audited in order to respond 
to any audit inquiries in a proper and timely manner so that the audit and/or any resulting controversy 
may be resolved expeditiously. 

40.5 Tax exemptions and Exemption Certificates. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase 
hereunder from a Tax, and if such Applicable Law also provides an exemption procedure, such as an 
exemption-certificate requirement, then, if the Purchasing Party complies with such procedure, the 
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Providing Party shall not collect such Tax during the effective period of such exemption. Such exemption 
shail be effective upon receipt of the exemption certificate or affidavit in accordance with the terms set 
forth herein. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase hereunder from a Tax, but does not also 
provide an exemption procedure, then the Providing Party shall not collect such Tax if the Purchasing 
Party (a) furnishes the Providing Party with a letter signed by an officer requesting such an exemption 
and citing the provision in the Applicable Law which clearly allows such exemption and (b) supplies the 
Providing Party with an indemnification agreement, reasonably acceptable to the Providing Party (e.g., an 
agreement commonly used in the industry), which holds the Providing Party harmless on an after-tax 
basis with respect to its forbearing to collect such Tax. 

40.6 All notices, affidavits, exemption-certificates or other communications required or permitted to be 
given by either Party to the other for purposes of this Section shall be made in writing and shad be 
delivered in person or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, or registered mail, or a courier 
service providing proof of service, and sent to the addressees set forth in the Notices Section of this 
Agreement, as well as to the following: 

To ABC: 

To Core: 
209 West Street, Suite 302 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Either Party may from time to time designate another address or other addressees by giving notice in 
accordance with the terms of this Section. Any notice or other communication shall be deemed to be 
given when received. 

41. Technology Upgrades 

41.1 ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services, including those facilities 
and Services used by Core pursuant to this Agreement, at a level of quality that is equal to that which 
ABC provides to itself, it's Affiliates, and any third parties in accordance with the requirements of the Act. 
At a minimum, ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services in accordance with 
the same technical criteria and service standards that are used within it's own network on terms and 
conditions that are just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
this Agreement and Applicable Law. 

41.2 ABC shall have the right to deploy, upgrade, migrate and maintain its network to the extent 
permitted by Applicable Law. Nothing in this Agreement shall limit ABC's ability to modify its network 
through the incorporation of new equipment or software or otherwise. 

42. Territory 

42.1 This Agreement applies solely to the geographic territory in which ABC operates as an Incumbent 
Local Exchange Carrier in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

42.2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, ABC may terminate this Agreement as to 
a specific operating territory or portion thereof if ABC sells or otherwise transfers its operations in such 
territory or portion thereof to a third-person. ABC shall provide Core with at least 90 calendar days prior 
written notice of such termination, which shall be effective upon the date specified in the notice. After 
such termination, ABC shall be obligated to provide Services under this Agreement only within the 
remaining territory. 

43. Third Party Beneficiaries 

Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, this Agreement is for the sole benefit of the 
Parties and their permitted assigns, and nothing herein shall create or be construed to provide any third-
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persons with any remedy, claim, liability, reimbursement, claim of action, or other right in excess of those 
existing by reference in this Agreement. 

44. Filing of Agreement 

The Parties understand and agree that this Agreement will be filed with the Commission. 

45. 252(i) Obligations 
To the extent required by law, each Party shall comply with section 252(i) ofthe Act. 

46. Use of Service 

Each Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to ensure that its Customers, comply with 
the provisions of this Agreement (including, but not limited to the provisions ofapplicable Tariffs) 
applicable to the use of Services purchased by it under this Agreement. 

47. No Waiver 

Except as otherwise set forth in this Agreement, a failure or delay of either Party to enforce any of 
the provisions of this Agreement, or any right or remedy available under this Agreement or at law or in 
equity, or to require performance of any of the provisions of this Agreement, or to exercise any option 
which' is provided under this Agreement, shall in no way be construed to be a waiver of such provisions, 
rights, remedies or options. The Parties acknowledge that ABC is a Rural Telephone Company as that 
term is defined in the Act. This Agreement does not affect and ABC does not waive any rights, including, 
but not limited to, the rights afforded a Rural Telephone Company under 47 USC Section 251 (f). Nothing 
in this Agreement shall be construed to suggest any agreement by either Party that any of the terms and 
conditions, service arrangements, or network arrangements are actually required by Applicable Law or 
that any of the provisions in this Agreement would otherwise be subject to arbitration in Section 252 of the 
Act. 

48. Warranties 

EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY STATED IN THIS AGREEMENT, NEITHER PARTY MAKES OR 
RECEIVES ANY WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THE SERVICES 
PROVIDED, OR TO BE PROVIDED, UNDER THIS AGREEMENT AND THE PARTIES DISCLAIM ANY 
OTHER WARRANTIES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, 
WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE WARRANTIES AGAINST 
INFRINGEMENT, AND WARRANTIES ARISING BY TRADE CUSTOM, TRADE USAGE, COURSE OF 
DEALING OR PERFORMANCE, OR OTHERWISE. 

49. Entire Agreement 

This Agreement and any Attachments, Exhibits, Schedules, or tariffs which are incorporated 
herein by this reference, sets forth the entire understanding and supersedes prior agreements between 
the Parties relating to the subject matter contained herein and merges all prior discussions between them, 
and neither Party shall be bound by any definition, condition, provision, representation, warranty, 
covenant or promise other than as expressly stated in this Agreement or as is contemporaneously or 
subsequently set forth in writing and executed by a duly authorized officer or representative of the Party 
to be bound thereby. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as ofthe 
Effective Date. 
66 
ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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ATTACHMENT A 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

1. Dialing Parity - Section 251 (b)(3) 
Each Party shall provide the other Party with nondiscriminatory access to such services and 

information as are necessary to allow the other Party to implement local Dialing Parity in accordance with 
the requirements of Section 251(b)(3) of the Act. 

2. Directory Listing and Directory Distribution 
ABC will provide directory services to Core. Such services will be provided in accordance with 

the terms set forth herein. 

2.1 Listing Information. 

As used herein, "Listing Information" means a Core Customer's primary name, address (including 
city, state and zip code), telephone number(s), the delivery address and number of directories to be 
delivered, and, in the case of a business Customer, the primary business heading under which the 
business Customer desires to be placed, and any other information ABC deems necessary for the 
publication and delivery of directories. 

2.2 Listing Information Supply. 

Core shall provide to ABC on a regularly scheduled basis, at no charge, and in a format required 
by ABC or by a mutually agreed upon standard, all Listing Information and the service address for each 
Core Customer whose service address location falls within the geographic area covered by the ABC 
directory. Core shall also provide to ABC on a daily basis, (a) information showing ABC Customers who 
have disconnected or terminated their service with Core; and (b) delivery information for each non-listed 
or non-published Core Customer to enable ABC to perform its directory distribution responsibilities. 

2.3 Listing Inclusion and Distribution. 

ABC shall include, on a nondiscriminatory basis and consistent with any obligations it may have 
under Applicable Law, each Core Customer's Primary Listing in all appropriate alphabetical directories 
(both print and electronic) and, for business Customers, in the appropriate classified (Yellow Pages) 
directories in accordance with the directory configuration, scope and schedules determined by ABC in its 
sole discretion, and shall provide initial distribution of such directories to such Core Customers in the 
same manner it provides initial distribution of such directories to its own Customers. "Primary Listing" 
means a Customer's primary name, address, and telephone number. Listings of Core's Customers shall 
be interfiled with listings of ABC's Customers and the Customers of other LECs included in the ABC 
directories. Core shall pay the charges set forth in the Pricing Attachment for all Primary listings and 
additional alphabetical listings and other alphabetical services (e.g. caption arrangements) for Core's 
Customers. ABC will not require a minimum number of listings per order. 

2.4 ABC Information. 

Upon request by Core, ABC shall make available to Core the following information to the extent 
that ABC provides such information to its own business offices: a directory list of relevant NXX codes, 
directory close dates, publishing data, and Yellow Pages headings. ABC also will make available to 
Core, upon written request, a copy of ABC's alphabetical listings standards and specifications manual. 

2.5 Confidentiality of Listing Information. 

ABC shall accord Core Listing Information the same level of confidentiality that ABC accords its 
own listing information, and shall use such Listing Information solely for the purpose of providing 
directory-related services; provided, however, that should ABC elect to do so, it may use or license Core 
Listing Information for directory publishing, direct marketing, or any other purpose for which ABC uses or 
licenses its own listing information, so long as ABC Customers are not separately identified as such. 
Core shall not be obligated to compensate ABC for ABC's use or licensing of Core Listing Information. 
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2.6 Accuracy. 

Both Parties shall use commercially reasonable efforts to ensure the accurate publication of Core 
Customer listings. At Core's request, ABC shall provide Core with a report, in a format specified by ABC, 
of all Core's Customer listings normally no more than ninety (90) days and no less than thirty (30) days 
prior to the service order close date for the applicable directory. ABC shall process any corrections made 
by Core with respect to its listings, provided such corrections are received prior to the close date of the 
particular directory. Core shall pay ABC for the listing reports at the rates set forth in the Pricing 
Attachment. 

2.7 Indemnification. 

Core shall adhere to all practices, standards, and ethical requirements established by ABC with 
regard to listings. By providing ABC with Listing Information, Core represents to ABC that Core has the 
right to provide such Listing Information to ABC on behalf of its Customers. Core agrees to release, 
defend, hold harmless and indemnify ABC from and against any and all claims, losses, damages, suits, or 
other actions, or any liability whatsoever, suffered, made, instituted, or asserted by any person arising out 
of ABC's publication or dissemination of the Listing Information as provided by Core hereunder. 

2.8 Liability. 

ABC's liability to Core in the event of a ABC error in or omission of a listing shall not exceed the 
lesser of the amount of charges actually paid by Core for such listing or the amount by which ABC would 
be liable to its own Customer. 

2.9 Directory Publication. 

Nothing in this Agreement shall require ABC to publish a directory where it would not otherwise 
do so. 

3. Intercept and Referral Announcements 

3.1 When a Customer changes its service provider from ABC to Core, or from Core to ABC, and does 
not retain its original telephone number, the Party formerly providing service to such Customer shall 
provide a referral announcement ("Referral Announcement") on the abandoned telephone number which 
provides the Customer's new number or other appropriate information, to the extent known to the Party 
formerly providing service. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Party shall not be obligated under this 
Section to provide a Referral Announcement if the Customer owes the Party unpaid overdue amounts or 
the Customer requests that no Referral Announcement be provided. 

3.2 Referral Announcements shall be provided for a period of time for business Customers and 
residential Customers in accordance with the same time period and terms specified in ABC's tariff and/or 
pursuant to ABC's general business practices. Except as otherwise provided by Applicable Law, the 
period for a referral may be shortened by the Party formerly providing service if a number shortage 
condition requires reassignment of the telephone number. This referral announcement will be provided 
by each Party at no charge to the other Party; provided that the Party formerly providing service may bill 
the Customer its standard Tariff charge, if any, for the referral announcement. 

3.3 ABC Access to Information Related to Core Customers. ABC shall have the right to access, use 
and disclose information related to Core Customers that is in ABC's possession to the extent such 
access, use and/or disclosure has been authorized by the Core Customer in the manner required by 
Applicable Law. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Titie: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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ATTACHMENT B 

INTERCONNECTION ATTACHMENT 

1. Scope of Traffic 

This Attachment describes the arrangements that may be utilized by the Parties for 
interconnection of their respective networks for the transmission and routing of Local Traffictelephone 
exchange services and exchange access. Network Intorconnection will be provided by the Parties at any 
mutually agrooablo point within ABC's incumbont Local Exchango Carrior network within each LATA. It is 
Core's responsibility to-establish an Interconnection Point at a point within ABC's incumbent-loGal 
exchongo carrior networkr The Parties will utilize the interconnection method as specified below unless 
otherwise mutually agreed to in writing by the Parties. 

1.1 The Parties agree that they will deliver to each other over the interconnection facilities the 
following traffic: (1) Local TrafficSection 251 (b)(5) Traffic: (2) Core originated Looal-Section 251fb)(5) 
Traffic that is transited through ABC for delivery to telecommunications carriers that are listed in the 
LERG as subtending the ABC tandem; (3) t=Qea{Section 251(b)(5) Traffic originated by third party carriers 
that are listed in the LERG as subtending the ABC tandem and is transited by ABC and delivered to Core; 
aFtd-(4) Locai InternetlSP-Bound Traffic; and (4) Exchanoe Access Traffic. 

Each Partv shall provide interconnection to the other Partv. in accordance with this Agreement, 
and in accordance with the standards and reguirements governing interconnection set forth in 47 U.S.C. 
§251. FCC implementino regulations, and state law governing interconnection, at (i) anv technically 
feasible Pointfs) of Interconnection and/or (ii) a fiber meet point to which the Parties mutually agree under 
the terms of this Agreement. 

Core shall have the sole right and discretion to designate a Point of Interconnection ("POI") at anv 
technically feasible point on ABC's network within a LATA for the parties' mutual exchange of 
interconnection traffic. The POI is the physical point that demarcates each party's operational 
responsibility. Each partv is operationally responsible for the proper engineering of interconnection 
facilities on its own side of the POI. 

Each partv shall designate an Interconnection Point ("IP") on the other party's network at which 
the designating partv shall deliver its originating interconnection traffic in a LATA. A partv mav designate 
any end office or tandem office wire center on the other party's network as its IP. 

1 2 Tho Partios shall make availablo to ooch other two way trunks for the two way exchango of Local 
Traffic and Local Internet Traffic. 

1.3 Eaeh-Party agrees that it will not provision any of its sorvicos in a mannor that will result in, or 
pormits, tho circumvention of the application of intrastate OMnterstate-access charges by the othor Party 

w d parties or tho assignmont-oM4PJ' 
with-one-Rate Center for Customers that obtain local exchange service in a different Rato Contor. Each 
Party agroos that it will not provision any of its sorvices in a manner that will result in, or pormits, tho 
arbitrage and/or circumvention of tho application of intrastate access charges by tho othor Party through 
the resale o^-bridging of EAS servico boyond tho two specified Local Sorvice Exchange Areas between 
which EAS-is provided. Telecomm unications traffic to or from Customers that ori§4Bates-er4erminates-in 
areas other than thoso included in tho calling scope of Local Traffic is beyond tho scopo of tho 

nterstate Switchod Exchango Accosc Sorvico Intra 

transmission of tho callr 
j&vê tFaRsrolssi 

may 
i r- iy-i r% H 
t r r t - j d r r t t 

1.4 Both Parties warrant that thoy will: (a) assign tolophono numbors in a manner consistent with this 
Agreement to Customors-that obtain local oxchango sorvico in the Rate Centor Aroos associatod with tho 
telephone numbor; (b) provision their local exchango cafrier services in a manner that tho rosulting-tr-affie 
fexchongod botwoon the Partios pfcreuant to this Agrcomentwil l bo confinod to the scope of tho traffic os 



DRAFT -- For Discussion Purposes Page 30 of 44 

set forth in this Section; (c) adopt the Rato Conter areas for the assignment of tolophono numbors thot 
aro identical to thoso usod by tho incumbont local oxchango carriors that sorvo the Local Service 
Exchange Areas related to the Local Traffic oxohanged pursuant to this Agroomont; (d) assign whole 
NXX Codes to each Rate Conter, or whoro, applicablo, thousand numbor blocks within a NXX Code 
assignod to-that Rato Contor; and (e) subjoct to soction 4.2 below, provido Calling Party Numbor OR 
Customor originatod troffic doliverod to tho othor Party. Both Portios ogroo that they-will engineer their 
respective networks and dosign thoir rospoctivo systoms to dolivor traffic in compliance with this 
Agroomont. 

1.5 If oithor Party violatos Section 1A above, the other Party shall bo ontitlod to chargo originating 
and terminating access chargos os appropriato for traffic associatod with such violations. 

1.6 Both Parties agree only to deliver traffic to the other Party pursuant to and consistent with the 
terms of this Agreement. It shall be a default of this Agreement for a Party to deliver, over the connecting 
facilities, and traffic other than the traffic that is within the scope and consistent with the terms of this 
Agreement. 

1.7 Each Party is solely responsible for the receipt and transmission of 911 /E911 traffic originated by 
its End Users of its Telephone Exchange Services. The Parties acknowledge and affirm that calls to 
911 /E911 services shall NOT be routed over the trunk groups established between the Parties pursuant 
to this Agreement. To the extent that a Party incorrectly routes such traffic over such arrangements, that 
Party shall fully indemnify and hold harmless the other Party for any claims, including claims of third 
parties, related to such calls. 

2. Methods for Interconnection and Trunk Types 

2.1 Methods for Interconnection. 

2.1.1 The Parties shall interconnect their networks within ABC's service area at the IP set forth in 
Appendix A. 

2.1.1.1 Core shall be permitted to use a third party carrier's special access facility services for purposes 
of establishing interconnection with ABC at the IP. Core shall be responsible for the payment to any third 
party carrier for special access charges for such facilities. 

2.1.1.2 Core shall also be permitted to use a third party's switched transit services as the means to 
exchange Local Traffic and Locol Intornet TrafficSection 251(b)(5) and ISP-Bound Traffic with ABC at the 
IP provided that: (1) the third party carrier has in place contractual agreements with ABC which sets forth 
the terms and conditions under which the third party carrier will provide intermediary switched services for 
the exchange of traffic between the Parties pursuant to this Agreement's) Coro is rosponsiblo for tho 
costs assoolated-with any charges the intermodiary third-party-may-assess-for tho transl^servloes 
provided for tho oxchange of troffic between the Portios pursuant to this Agroomont; and (3) tho specific 
third party and tho description of such third party arrangement is set forth in Appendix A. Moreover, the 
use of such third party switched transit services for the exchange of traffic between the Parties pursuant 
to this Agreement shall be limited to the condition that the total traffic between the Parties does not 
exceed one (1) DS-1 level volume of traffic. If the volume of traffic exceeds one (1) DS-1 level of traffic, 
ABC may provide notice to Core, and Core shall be required, within ninety (90) days after such notice, to 
provision either Core's own direct facilities to the IP or to provision special access facilities as set forth in 
Section 2.1.1.1. This Agreement does not require either Party to use the intermediary services of a third 
party. 

2.1.2 Each Party shall mako availablo to tho othor Party trunks at the IP over which the other Party can 
dolivor traffic that is within tho scopo of this Agroomont. Each Party-is-respoRsiblo for the-Gosts-and 
expenses on its sido of tho IP. 

2.1.3 TkeWhere both Parties have the capability, the Parties shall utilize SS7 Signaling, which is the 
common channel out-of-band signaling (CCS) protocol developed by the Consultative Committee for 
International Telephone and Telegraph (CCITT) and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 
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Tho Parties currontly utiiizo SS7 out-of band signaling protocol and agree to continue to oxchango traffic 
using SS7 signaling paromoters including, but not limitod to ISDN Usor Part ("ISUP"), Signaling Points 
including STPs, SSPs, and SCPs, and any other SS7 parametors necessary or desirable for tho 
exchange of traffic. If either or both parties do not have SS7 capability, then the parties shall utilize multi-
frequency f'MF") signaling. 

2.1.3.1 Where SS7 is used, Tthe Parties agree to cooperate on the exchange of all appropriate SS7 
messages for call set-up, including Integrated Services Digital Network User Part ("ISUP") and 
Transaction Capability User Part ("TCAP") messages, to facilitate full interoperability of all CLASS 
features and functions between their respective networks. The parties shall include the Jurisdiction 
Information Parameter ("JIP") in the Initial Address Message ("IAM"), containing a Local Exchange 
Routing Guide-assigned NPA-NXX (6 digits) identifying the originating switch on calls that they originate. 

2.1.3.2 Neither Party shall intentionally substitute or generate incorrect ANl, CPN or SS7 parameters on 
traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement. Upon determination that a Party has intentionally 
substituted or generated such incorrect parameters on traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement, the 
offending Party shall pay the other Party the difference between compensation paid (if any) and 
applicable access charges, plus interest due under the terms of the applicable access tariff from the date 
the traffic would have been billed if such parameters had been passed unaltered. In addition, the Parties 
acknowledge that a violation of this paragraph would cause the other Party to incur expenses to identify 
and correct the affected call records, and that such incidental expenses would be difficult to quantify; 
therefore, in lieu of recovery of such expenses, the offending Party shall pay the other Party liquidated 
damages of $1.00 per affected call record. 

2.2 Trunk Types. 
In interconnecting their networks pursuant to this Attachment, the Parties will use, as appropriate, 

the following separate and distinct trunk groups: 

2.2.1 Interconnection Trunks for the transmission and routing of Leeal-Section 251 (bH5) Traffic and 
Looal InternotlSP-Bound Traffic. The Portios agree that tho Intorconnoction Trunk Groups will bo installod 
and utilized as two way. 

2.2.2 Tandem Transit Trunks for the transmission and routing of Tandem Transit Traffic. The Parties 
agree that4ho Tandem-Transit Trunks will be two way trunks. 

Exchange Access Trunks for transmission and routing of InterLATA and IntraLATA Toll Traffic. 

2.3 Trunk Arrangements. 

2.3.1 For each trunk group with a utilization level of less than sixty percent (60%) for three consecutive 
months, unless the Parties agree otherwise, ABC may disconnect a sufficient number of the available 
trunks to attain a utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%), however, the trunks will be 
grouped in multiples of 24 trunks for the purpose of determining utilization levels. The minimum utilization 
level of sixty percent (60%) is not required until trunk groups have been in service for at least six (6) 
months. 

2.3.3 AH-trunks shall utilize SS7 Common Channel-Signaling. The Parties agree to utilize B8ZS and 
Extended Super Frame (ESF) DS1 facilities, where available. Should ABC determine that the Parties are 
exchanging traffic on the Interconnection Trunks to and from any single ABC end office in an amount 
sufficient to justify the installation of direct end office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, ABC may 
at its sole discretion require Core to rearrange its Interconnection Trunk group by installing direct end 
office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, such rearrangement shall not constitute the establishment 
of a new IP, and each Party will remain responsible for all expenses on its side of the IP. 

2.4 Two Way Trunk Performance Standards. 

2.4.1 The Parties shall meet (telephonically or in person) from time to time, as needed, to review data 
on two-way-trunks to determine the need for new trunk groups and to plan any necessary changes in the 
number of trunks. 
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2.4.3 The performance standard for two-way trunk groups shall be that no such trunk group will exceed 
its design blocking objective for three (3) consecutive calendar traffic study months. 

2.4.4 Gere-The Parties shall jointly determine and order the number of two-way trunks that are required 
to meet the applicable design-blocking objective for all traffic carried on each two way-trunk group. 
GoreEach Party shall order two way trunks by submitting ASRs to ABGthe other Partv and any applicable 
third party, setting forth the number of two way trunks to be installed and the requested installation dates^ 
within ABC's offectivo standard intervals or nogotiated intervals, as oppropriato. GoreThe Parties shall 
populate all applicable fields in ASRs in accordance with OBF Guidelines as in effect from time to time. 

2.4.5 ABC may (but shall not be obligated to) monitor two way trunk groups using service rosults for 
tho applicablo dosign blocking objoctivo. If ABC obsorvos blocking in excess of tho applicablo dosign 
objective on any two-way trunk group and Coro hos not notifiod ABC that it has corroctod such blocking, 
ABC may submit to Core a Trunk Group Servico Roquost dirocting Coro to remedy the blocking. Upon 
rocoipt of a Trunk Group Sorvico Roquost, Core will issue an ASR to augment tho two way 
interconnection trunk group with excessive blocking and submit tho ASR to ABC ond any applicable third 
party-w4thin-five-(-5-)-Business-Days. 

2.4.6 The Parties will review all two-way trunk groups that reach a utilization level of seventy percent 
(70%), or greater, to determine whether those groups should be augmented. GoreThe Parties will 
promptly augment all two way trunk groups that reach a utilization level of eighty percent (80%) by 
submitting ASRs for additional trunks sufficient to attain a utilization level of approximately seventy 
percent (70%), unless the Parties agree that additional trunking is not required. For each two-way trunk 
group with a utilization level of less than sixty percent (60%), unless the Parties agree othenvise, 
Goreeach Party will promptly submit ASRs to disconnect a sufficient number of trunks to attain a 
utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%) for each respective group, unless the Parties agree 
that the two-way trunks should not be disconnected. In the event Coro foils to submit an ASR for two way 
trunks in conformanco with this soction, ABC may bill Core for the excess trunks at the applicablo ABC 
tariff ratos. 

2.4.7 Because-ABC-will-not be in control of when and-how-many4wo-way-trunks are established 
between its network and Core's network, ABC's porformanoo in connection with these two-way trunk 
groups shall not be subject to any performance measurements and remedies under this Agreement, and, 
excopt as othorwiso required by Applicable Law, under any FCC or Commission opprevcd carrior to 
oarrier-performance assurance guidelines or- plan-
Physical Architecture 

Core shall have the sole right and discretion to specify anv ofthe following methods for 
interconnection at anv of the IPs which are established pursuant to this agreement for the deiiverv of 
traffic to ABC: 

L a collocation facilitv established by Core at a ABC central office or tandem office 
where the IP is located, in which case Core shall pay ABC applicable collocation charges as set forth in 
the Collocation Attachment: 

iL a collocation facility established by a third-partv, with whom Core has contracted. 
at a ABC central office or tandem office where the \P is located, in, whjch.case such third-party (and not 
Core) shall pav ABC (anv) applicable collocation charges: and/or 

iiL an Entrance Facility and transport (where applicable) leased from ABC as 
specified in the Pricing Attachment. 

ABC shall have the sole right and discretion to specify any of the following methods for 
interconnection at anv of the IPs which are established pursuant to this agreement for the delivery of 
traffic to Core: 
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L a collocation facilitv established bv ABC at a Core central office or tandem office 
where the IP is located, in which case ABC shall pay Core applicable collocation charges as set forth in 
the Collocation Attachment; 

[r a coHocation facilitv established by a third-partv. with whom ABC has contracted, 
at a Core central office or tandem office where the IP is located, in which case such third-partv fand not 
ABC) shall pav Core (any) applicable collocation charges; and/or 

iiL an Entrance Facilitv and transport (where applicable) leased from Core as 
specified in the Pricing Attachment. 

Loop Interconnection. 
Where ABC facilities (including facilities ABC considers to be "retail" or "loop" as opposed to "IOF") exist 
having sufficient capacity to fill Core's initial interconnection trunking needs at the technically feasible 
Pointfs) of interconnection specified bv Core, ABC shall complete all of the activities needed to implement 
an Interconnection Activation Date no later than thirty (30) days following Core's notice (as provided for 
above), or, a later Interconnection Activation Date of Core's choosing. Where ABC facilities (including 
facilities ABC considers to be "retail" or "loop" as opposed to "IOF") do not exist having sufficient capacity 
to fill Core's initial interconnection trunking needs at the technically feasible Pointfs) of interconnection 
specified by Core, ABC shall complete all of the activities needed to implement an Interconnection 
Activation Date no later than sixty (60) davs following Core's notice (as provided for above), or, a later 
Interconnection Activation Date of Core's choosing. 

Alternative Interconnection Arrangements 
In addition to the foregoing methods of Interconnection, and subject to mutual agreement of the Parties, 
the Parties mav agree to establish a Fiber Meet arrangement. 

3. Trunk Provisioning 

3.1 Trunk Group Provisioning. 

3.1.1 Both Parties shall use either a DS-1 or DS-3 facilities interface at the IP. When and where an 
STS-1 interface is available, the Parties may agree to use such an interface. Upon mutual agreement, 
the Parties may agree to use an optical interface (such as OC-n). 

3.1.2 When trunks are provisioned using a DS 3 facility interface, then Core shall ordor tho multiploxod 
DS 3 facilitios to tho IP. Each Party will identify its Carrier Identification Code, a three or four digit numeric 
code obtained from Telcordia, to the other Party when ordering a trunk group. 

3.1.3 Unless mutually agreed to by both Parties, each Party will outpulse ten (10) digits to the other 
Party. 

3.1.4 Each Party will use commercially reasonable efforts to monitor trunk groups under its control and 
to augment those groups using generally accepted trunk engineering standards so as to not exceed 
blocking objectives. 

3.2 Switching System Hierarchy and Trunking Requirements. 

For purposes of routing Core traffic to ABC, the subtending arrangements between ABC Tandem 
Switches and ABC End Office Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending 
arrangements ABC maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers' traffic. For purposes of routing 
ABC traffic to Core, the subtending arrangements between Core Tandem Switches and Core End Office 
Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending arrangements that Core maintains for 
the routing of its own or other carriers' traffic. 

3.3 Grades of Service. 

The Parties shall initially engineer and shall monitor and augment all trunk groups consistent with 
the Joint Process as set forth in Section 12. 



DRAFT - For Discussion Purposes Page 34 of 44 

4. Traffic Measurement and Billing over Interconnection Trunks 

4.1 Each Party, at its own expense, reserves the right to audit all traffic and any associated billing as 
specified in this Section of the Agreement, up to a maximum of two audits per calendar year to ensure 
that only Local Traffic amd Local Intornet TrafficSection 251(b)(5) Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic are being 
routed on the Interconnection Trunks and that rates are being applied appropriately. Each Party agrees to 
provide the necessary Traffic data in conjunction with any such audit in a timely manner. 

4.2 To the extent technically feasible, each Party shall pass ANl or Calling Party Number (CPN) 
information on each call. For those Customer's whose premise equipment is unable to populate the ANl 
or CPN in the^all^etajUecor^each partyjshall populate the^ANI or CPN field^with the Cusjomer^s billing 
number. itfe.-Parties'agree that theywill not populate the CPIST field in.the-cali detail record with a 
wholesale Customer's billing;orJocal routing'number'but will utilizeihe "final Customer's-CPN'or billing1 

numberi 

4.2.1 Where possible, actual call detail records including the CPN, will be used by the terminating Party 
for purposes of auditing the scope of traffic. Where a terminating Party has the capability, it will use the 
actual call detail records including the CPN information associated with each specific call to identify traffic 
delivered by the other Party as either Local Traffic, Local Internet Traffic or traffic that is not within the 
scope of this Agreement. 

4.2.2 When a terminating Party receives insufficient call detail or the GPNCPN/ANI is missing or 
masked, and therefore cannot determine whether the call is or is not within the scope of this Agreement, 
and if the percentage of traffic delivered with GPNCPN/ANI of sufficient detail is greater than 90% the 
total calls delivered, the calls without sufficient detail or GPNCPN/ANI will be presumed to be in the same 
proportion as the calls within the more than 90 percent that can be identified. If a traffic delivered by one 
Party to the other Party has GPNCPN/ANI on fewer than 90% of the calls, the terminating Party may 
provide written notice of a billing dispute to the other Party delivering such calls below the 90 percent 
threshold. Upon such notice, the Party delivering the traffic to the other Party (the "Delivering Party) shall 
have 30 days to investigate and correct the lack of GPNCPN/ANI and report the date the problem was 
corrected to the other Party (the "Terminating Party"). If the problem cannot be repaired within 30 days of 
the written notice to bring the delivered traffic without GPNCPN/ANI to fewer than 10% of total calls, the 
Terminating Party will bill all traffic without GPNCPN/ANI as intrastate Access traffic until such time as the 
traffic without GPNCPN/ANI is fewer than 10% of total traffic. 

4.3 Coro ogroos that it is rosponsiblo for all the Interconnection facility charges due ABC for the 
Transit Trunk group facilities within tho ABC sorvico oroo. 

5. Local Traffic and LoeaUfltemet Traffic 

5.1 Reciprocal Compensation for-Leeal Traffic. 

5.1.1 Reciprocal Compensation applios only to Local Traffic as dofined in this Agreement. 

5.1.2 The specific compensation torms and conditions set forth in this Section of the Agreement for 
-Loeal-TraffiG are related to,- specifioally-dopendent on, and limited-te-the provision-of-Lecal-E-xGhange 
Sorvice to Customers for tho exchango of Local Traffic that orlginatos and torminates solely within those 
oroos as defined for Local Troffic in Section 2.41 of Part A. The specific componsation torms aro also 
dependent on the application of all othor terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement. The specific 
componsation terms and conditions sot forth in this Section are not applicable to any other kind of traffic 
or for traffic that originates or torminotos in areas outside the scope of Local Traffic as defined in this 
Agrooment. 

5.1.3 The Parties agree that tho nature a^-the-Local Traffio to bo oxchaRged-betwoon the-P-arties-aRd-aU 
othor mutual provisions and rolativo obligations of the Parties pursuant to this Agreement represent good 

Porty has any obligation to provido any monetary componsation to-the-ethepParty-fer tho othor Party^s 
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origination or termination of Local Troffic within the scope of this Agroomont. Tho compensation torms 
and conditions set forth in this soction are specifically related to and dopondent on all of the provisions of 
Soction 5.1.2 ond any other torms ond conditions of this Agroemont. 

5.2 Traffic Not Subject to Reciprocal Compensation. 

5.2.1 Rociprocol Componsotion sholl not apply to the following: (1) any Intornot Troffic; (2) interstate or 
intrastate Exchongo Accoss or oxchango sorvices for Exchange Accoso; (3) intraLATA Toll Traffic or 
interLATA Toll-Traffic, inoiuding, but-not limited to, calls originated-on-a-1 + presubscription basis, or on a 
casual diolod (10XXX/101XXXX) bosis; (4) Switched Exchango Accoos Sorvico traffic; (5) Optional 
Extended Local Calling Aroa Troffic; or (6) Tandom Transit Traffic. Rociprocol Componsation Traffic doos 
not apply to traffic oithor originated from or torminated to a Party's Customor, where the Customor 
location is physically located outsido of the geographic aroa that has boon idontifiod as tho Rato Contor 
Aroa associated with a particular NPA NXXr 

5.2.2 The determination of whether Telecommunications traffic is Switched Exchange Access Servico 
traffic shall be based upon the tariff of the incumbont LEC that sorves tho geographic area in which the 
originating Rate-Center Area is-located 

5.3 Troatmont of Internet Traffic. 

5.3.1 Tho Parties agree to transport and switch Internet Traffic in tho mannor doscribed below in this 
coction subjoct to amendment upon written agreement of the Partio&r 

5.3.2 The-Parties acknowledge that under current network and-service arrangements rsome Internet 
Traffic may be switched and tronsportod as if Local Intornot Troffic is Locol Traffic. The Parties will treat 
Local Internet Troffic undor the following conditions until such time as o regulatory authority, court, or 
legislative body addrossos the propor troatmont of this Local Internot Traffic. Tho switching and transport 
of Locol Intornot Traffic over tho Intorconnection Trunk facilitios by oithor Porty, howovor, will not be 
doomed or construed by oither Party as either agroomont or acknowlodgmont by tho Portios that this 
arrangomont is proper or required. In tho ovont that the mannor in whioh Local Internet Traffic is or may 
bo treated is dotorminod with finality by on appropriate regulatory or logol body, or in the event that any 
final and non appoalablo action or docision of an appropriate regulatory or logal body results in a 
dotormination thot tho intorim troatmont of Local Intornot Traffic pursuant to this section is unlawful, the 
Parties-will-negotiate in good faith immediate modification and/or-replacement language to this 
Agreement to effect new torms and conditions consistent-witfr-any such lawful-aotion or determinationr 
Any new or modified torms will bo offoctive with the offoctivo date ef-any such lawful action or 
dotormination regarding tho troatmont of Local Internet Troffic botwoon tho Parties. The Partios agree 
that the mutual provisions aod rolativo obligatiorvs-of the Parties, including but-not limited to, the mutual 
exchange of Local Intornet Traffic, pursuant to this Agreemont aro balaneed-and represent good and 
valuable considoration, the sufficioncy of which between the Parties is acknowledged and as a result of 
tho Agreement sot forth abovo, neltherParty will owo a net-due amount to the otfrer Party for terminating 

Local Intornot Troffic until such time as a regulatory authority, court, or logislotive body addresse-s-the 
propor troatmont of this traffiGr 

Intercarrier Compensation for the Transport and Termination of Interconnection Traffic. 

For purposes of compensation under this Agreement, the telecommunications traffic exchanged 
between the Parties will be classified as Section 251(b)(5) Traffic. ISP-Bound Traffic. IntraLATA 
Interexchange Traffic, or InterLATA Interexchange Traffic. 

Reciprocal Compensation for Section 251(b)(5) Traffic 

The Partv originating Section 251 (b)(5) Traffic shall compensate the terminating Partv for the transport 
and termination of such traffic to its Customer in accordance with Section 251 (b)(5) of the Act at the equal 
and symmetrical rates stated in the Pricing Attachment. 
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Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic 

Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic shall be governed by the FCC's ISP Remand Order and ISP 
Forbearance Order. To the extent the ISP Remand Order is overturned or otherwise found to be 
inapplicable, and to the extent ABC does not elect to exchange all Section 251(b)(5) traffic at the ISP 
Remand Order rates (as set forth in paragraph 89 of the ISP Remand Order), ISP-Bound Traffic shall be 
treated the same as Section 251 (b)(5) Traffic for compensation purposes. 

Access Charges for IntraLATA Interexchange Traffic 

Access charges shall be applied to the origination and termination of IntraLATA Interexchange Traffic as 
set forth in the providing party's applicable intrastate access tariff. 

Access Charges for InterLATA Interexchange Traffic 

Access charges shall be applied to the origination and termination of InterLATA Interexchange Traffic as 
set forth in the providing party's applicable intrastate or interstate access tariff. 

5.3.3 A call placed on a non-local basis (e.g., a toll call or 8yy call) to an ISP shall not be treated as 
Local Internet Traffic for compensation purposes. The Parties agree that, to the extent such "non-Local" 
ISP calls are placed, that the rates, terms and conditions for IntraLATA and/or InterLATA calling shall 
apply, including but not limited to rating and routing according to the Party's applicable tariffs and the 
application of intrastate and/or interstate Switched Exchange Access Service tariffs. 

5.3.4 Where the public switched network, local exchange facilities and/or services of either Party are 
used for the origination or termination of VOIP Traffic calls, the Parties agree to apply the following terms 
and conditions: VOIP Traffic calls will be originated and terminated in the same manner as each Party 
does for non-VOIP, circuit-switched Traffic. VOIP Traffic shall be subject to the same compensation 
terms and conditions as applies for circuit switched calls. Gof*soquontly, VOIP Traffic that both originates 
and torminotos within a local calling area as dofinod for Local Traffic pursuant to this Agroomont will olso 
be troatod os Loool Traffic pursuant to this Agreomont. All other VOIP Traffic will be treated as eithor 
intrastate or intorstato intoroxohange traffic subject to tho samo torms and conditions os any othor circuit 
switched interexchange traffic, including the application of originating and torminating Switched Exchange 
Access Service charges. 

6. Rosorvod for Future Use 

Indirect Traffic 

6.1. For purposes of exchanging Indirect Traffic there is no physical or direct point of interconnection 
between the Parties, therefore neither Partv is reguired to construct new facilities or make mid-span meet 
arrangements available to the other Partv for Indirect Traffic. Indirect interconnection shall only be 
allowed to the extent each partv is interconnected at a tandem which ABC's end office subtends. 

6 2 . Exchange Of Traffic 

6.2.1. The Parties mav send each other Indirect Traffic. 

6.2.2. Each Partv acknowledges that it is the originating Party's responsibility to enter into transiting 
arrangements with the third partv providing the transit services. 

6.2.3. Each Partv is responsible for the transport of originating calls from its network to its point of 
interconnection with the transiting party. The originating Partv is responsible for the payment of transit 
charges assessed by the transiting partv. 

6.3. Compensation for Indirect Traffic 

6.3.1. Toll Traffic 
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Compensation for the termination of IntraLATA Toll Traffic between the Parties shall be based on their 
respective applicable access tariffs in accordance with FCC and Commission Ruies and Reputations. 

6.3.2. Section 25Mb)l5) Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic 
Compensation for Section 25UbH5) Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic shall be based on the reciprocal 
compensation rates set forth in the Pricing Attachment. 

7. Tandem Transit Traffic 
Neither Party shall provide an intermediary or transit traffic function for the other Party's 

connection of its End Users to the End Users of a third party telecommunications carrier without the 
consent and agreement of all parties. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to utilize any 
intermediary or transit traffic function of the other Party. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to 
provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services. 

7.1 Tandem Transit Traffic shall be routed over the Tandem Transit Trunks described in Appendix A. 
Core shall deliver Tandem Transit Traffic to ABC with CCS and the appropriate Transactional Capabilities 
Application Part ("TCAP") message to facilitate full interoperability of CLASS Features and billing 
functions. 

7.2 Core shall pay ABC for Transit Traffic that Core originates at the rate specified in the Pricing 
Attachment and Appendix A. 

7.3 In no case will ABC be required to continue to provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services for local 
Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to a CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, if the volume of 
local Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to the CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC exceeds one 
(1) DS-1 level volume of calls per CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC per ABC tandem serving area 
for a period of three consecutive months. 

7.4 If or when a third party carrier's Central Office subtends a Core Central Office, then Core shall 
offer to ABC a service arrangement equivalent to or the same as Tandem Transit Service provided by 
ABC to Core as defined in this Section such that ABC may terminate calls to a Central Office of a CLEC, 
ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, that subtends a Core Central Office ("Reciprocal Tandem Transit 
Service"). Core shall offer such Reciprocal Transit Service arrangements under terms and conditions no 
less favorable than those provided in this Section. 

7.5 Neither Party shall take any actions to prevent the other Party from entering into a direct and 
reciprocal traffic exchange agreement with any carrier to which it originates, or from which it terminates, 
traffic. 

8. Number Resources, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points 

8.1 Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to limit or otherwise adversely affect in any manner 
either Party's right to employ or to request and be assigned any Central Office Codes ("NXX") pursuant to 
the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines and any relevant FCC or Commission orders, as may be 
amended from time to time, or to establish, by Tariff or otherwise. Rate Center Areas and Routing Points 
corresponding to such NXX codes. 

8.2 During the term of this Agreement, Core shall adopt the Rate Center Area and Rate Center 
Points that the Commission has approved for ABC and any other incumbent Local Exchange Carriers 
within the serving area. Core shall assign whole NPA-NXX codes to each Rate Center Area unless 
otherwise ordered by the FCC, the Commission or another governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction, 
or the telecommunications industry adopts alternative methods of utilizing NXXs. 

8.3 It shall be the responsibility of each Party to program and update its own switches and network 
systems. Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, neither Party shall impose any fees or charges 
whatsoever on the other Party for such activities. 

9. Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process; and Installation, Maintenance, Testing and 
Repair 
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9.1 Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process. 

9.1.1 Upon request of either Party, the Parties shall jointly develop an implementation and grooming 
process (the "Joint Grooming Process" or "Joint Process") which may define and detail, inter alia: (1) 
standards to ensure that Interconnection Trunks and Tandem Transit Trunks experience a grade of 
service, availability and quality which is comparable to that achieved on interoffice trunks within ABC's 
network and in accord with all appropriate relevant industry-accepted quality, reliability and availability 
standards; (2) the respective duties and responsibilities of the Parties with respect to the administration 
and maintenance of the trunk groups, including, but not limited to, standards and procedures for 
notification and discoveries of trunk disconnects; (3) disaster recovery provision escalations; and (4) such 
other matters as the Parties may agree. 

9.1.2 Except as otherwise stated in this Agreement, trunks provided by either Party for Interconnection 
services will be engineered using a P.01 Grade of Service. 

9.2 Installation, Maintenance, Testing and Repair. 

Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties, to the extent required by Applicable Law, 
Interconnection provided by a Party shall be equal in quality to that provided by such Party to itself, any 
subsidiary, affiliates or third party. If either Party is unable to fulfill its obligations under this Section, it 
shall notify the other Party of its inability to do so and will negotiate alternative intervals in good faith. The 
Parties agree that to the extent required by Applicable Law, the standards to be used by a Party for 
isolating and clearing any disconnections and/or other outages or troubles shall be at parity with 
standards used by such Party with respect to itself, any subsidiary, affiliate or third party. 

9.2.1 A maintenance service charge applies whenever either Party requests the dispatch of the other 
Party's personnel for the purpose of performing maintenance activity on the interconnection trunks, and 
any of the following conditions exist: (a) No trouble is found in the interconnection trunks; (b) The trouble 
condition results from equipment, facilities or systems not provided by the Party whose personnel were 
dispatched; or (c) Trouble clearance did not otherwise require a dispatch, and upon dispatch requested 
for repair verification, the interconnection trunk does not exceed maintenance limits. 

9.2.2 If a maintenance service charge has been applied and trouble is subsequently found in the 
facilities of the Party whose personnel were dispatched, the charge will be canceled. 

9.2.3 Billing for maintenance service by either party is based on each half-hour or fraction thereof 
expended to perform the work requested. The time worked is categorized and billed at one of the 
following three rates: (1) basic time; (2) overtime; or (3) premium time as defined in ABC's intrastate 
access tariff. 

9.3 Forecasting Requirements for Trunk Provisioning. 

Within ninety (90) days of executing this Agreement, Core shall provide ABC a two (2) year traffic 
forecast. This initial forecast will provide the amount of traffic to be delivered to and from ABC over each 
of the Interconnection Trunk groups over the next eight (8) quarters. The forecast shall be updated and 
provided to ABC on an as-needed basis but no less frequently than semiannually. 

9.4 Initial Forecasts/Trunking Requirements. 

Because ABC's trunking requirements will, at least during an initial period, be dependent on the 
Customer segments and service segments within Customer segments to whom Core decides to market 
its services, ABC will be largely dependent on Core to provide accurate trunk forecasts for both inbound 
(from ABC) and outbound (to ABC) traffic. At ABC's discretion, when Core expressly identifies particular 
situations that are expected to produce traffic that is substantially skewed in either the inbound or 
outbound direction, ABC may provide the number of trunks Core suggests; provided, however, that in all 
cases ABC's provision of the forecasted number of trunks to Core is conditioned on the following: that 
such forecast is based on reasonable engineering criteria, there are no capacity constraints, and Core's 
previous forecasts have proven to be reliable and accurate. 
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9.4.1 Monitoring and Adjusting Forecasts. ABC will, for ninety (90) days, monitor traffic on each trunk 
group that it establishes at Core's suggestion or request pursuant to the procedures identified in this 
Section. At the end of such ninety (90) day period, ABC may disconnect trunks that, based on 
reasonable engineering criteria and capacity constraints, are not warranted by the actual traffic volume 
experienced subject to the limitations in Section 2.3 and Section 2.4 of this Interconnection Attachment. 

9;4.2 In subsequent periods, ABC may also monitor traffic for ninety (90) days on additional trunk 
groups that Core suggests ABC to establish. 

10. Number Portability - Section 251 (B)(2) 

10.1 Scope. 
The Parties shall provide number portability (NP) in accordance with rules and regulations as 

prescribed from time to time by the FCC. 

Service provider number portability ("SPNP") is a sorvico arrongoment by, between, and among 
local excfrange-carriers which allows an-existing-Customer-to-obtaiR-<oGa4-&X6hange-seFvice from a 
different local exchango-sorvico providor and retain its then existing telephone number at a location within 
tho-same rate center area. The-Parties-agree-tfoat-they-witl-on-ly-send a request to the other Par t^ 
requesting to port a numbor, undor tho following conditions: (a) the roquosting Party will be providing 
Tolophono Exchange Service to that Customer in the samo rato contor aroo in which tho Customor 
currently obtains Tolophono Exchange service; (b) the Requesting Party will bo providing Tolophono 
Exchange Service to thot Customer pursuant to a valid Certificate of Authority issued by the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission (PA PUC); and (c) tho roquosting Party agrees, represents and warrants that 
tho PA PUC has full regulatory authority over tho roquosting Party's Telephone Exchange Service 
provided to thot particulor Customor for which the port has boon roquostod. Tho Partios ogroo that thoy 
wiil not seek to port numbors from tho other Party on behalf of ony othor sorvice provider. SPNP is the 
arrangement undor which the Parties will provide long term numbor portability. 

40r2 Procedures for Providing LNP ("Long term Numbor Portability") 

10.2.1—Tho Portios will follow tho LNP provisioning process recommended by tho North Americon 
Numbering Council (NANC) and adopted by tho FCC. In oddition, tho Partios agroe to follow tho LI4R 
ordering procoduros established at tho OBF. The Portios shall provido LNP on a reciprocal basis. LNP 
shall only be providod within the geographic Rato Contor Aroo associatod with the ported numbor ond 
shall not bo provided across Roto Contor Area boundaries. LNP sholl not bo provided for the purposo of 
avoiding toll or long distanco chorgos. 

10.2.2 A Customer of ono Porty ("Porty A") oleets to become a Customor of the othor Party ("Party B"). 
Tho Customet^etects to utilize the origiflal4elephone number(s) corresponding to the Telephone 
Exchange Servico(s) it proviously recoivod-from Party A, in conjunction with tho Telephone Exchange 

accordance with Applicable Law and sends an LSR to Porty A, Porties A and-B will work togethor to port 
tho Customer's tolophono numbor(s) from Party A's network to Party B's network. Party B shall be 
chorged and shall pay to Porty A either the-Bosio Initiol LSR Service Ordor Charge or the Basic 
Subsequent Servico Ordor Chorgo as sot forth in Appendix A. Whon a portod tolophone number 
bocomes vacant; e.g., tho tolephone number is not longeMn-service by the original end usor, tho portod 
telephone-number will be released back to the Local Service-Provider- owning-the switch with which the 
NXX block associated with the portod number was assigned originally by the-North American Numboring 

4QT2.3 When a telephone numbor is portod out of Party A's network, Party A will remove any non 
proprietary line-basod calling card(-5) associated with the ported numbor(s) from its Line Information 
Dotabaso (LIDB). Roactivation of tho lino based calling card in an&foef-y&BHMesifed, is the 
rosponsibility of Party B or Party B's Customor. 

10.2.4—Whon a Customor of Party A ports thoir telephone numbors to Party B and tho Customor hos 
proviously socurod o rosorvation of-tine-numbers from Party A for possible-activation at a future point, 
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these reserved but inaotivo numbors may be ported along with tho active numbers to be ported providod 
the-mjmbeFs-have been-reserved for the Customer. Party-B-may-request that Party A port-all-r-eserved 
numbers assigned to tho Customer or that Party A port only those numbers listod by Party B. As long as 
Party B maintains reserved but inactive numbers portod for tho Customor, Party A shall not roassign 
those numbers. Party-B shall not reassign tho rosorvod numbers to anothor Customer. 

1 Q.2.5 Whon a Customer of Party A ports their telophono numbers to Party B, in tho process of porting 
tho Customer's telephone numbers, Party A shall implomont the ten-digit trigger feature where it is 
availablo. Whon Party A rocoivos the porting requost, tho unconditional trigger shall bo applied to the 
Customer's line beforo tho due date of tho porting activity. When the ten-digit unconditional trigger is not 
avatfoblo, Party A and Porty B must coordinate the disconnect activity. 

10.2.6 Tho Parties shall furnish each othor with tho Jurisdiction Informotion Parameter (JIP) in the-MaJ 
Address Message (IAM), containing a Local Exchange Routing Guide (LERG) ossignod NPA NXX (6 
digits) identifying the originating switch on calls originating from LNP capable switches. 

10.2.7 Whoro LNP is commercially available, tho NXXs in the office shall be definod as portable, oxcopt 
as-noted-below^-and translations wM-ke-ohanged in the-Parties^-switches-to open those-NXXs-for 
database queries in all applicable LNP capable-officos within the LATA of tho givon switch(es). 

10.2.8 Atl-NXXs-assignod to LNP capable switches aro to bo dosignotod as portablo unloss a NXX(o) 
has otherwise been dosignatod os non portablo. Non portablo NXXs include NXX codos assignod to 
paging services; codos assignod for intornal testing and official uso and any other NXX codos roquirod to 
be designated as non portable by tho rules and regulations of tho FCC. NXX codos assigned to mass 
calling on a choked network may not be ported using LNP tochnology but ore portable using methodc 
ostablishod by tho NANC and adopted by the FCC. On a prospective basis, newly assigned codec in 
switches capable of porting shall bocomo commorcially availablo for porting with tho offoctivo dato in tho 
network. 

10.2.9 Both Parties' uso of LNP shall moot tho performance criteria spocifiod by tho FCC. Both Portios 
will act as the default carrier for the othor Party in tho ovont that either Party ic unoblo to porform tho 
routing necessary for LNP. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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ATTACHMENT C 

PRICING 

1. General 

1.1 As used in this Attachment, the term "Charges" means the rates, fees, charges and prices for a 
Service. 

1.2 The Charges for a Service shall be the charges for Services as detailed in this Attachment or 
Appendix A, as applicable. 

1.3 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges shall 
be as stated in Appendix A of this Pricing Attachment. 

1.4 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, if Charges for a 
Service are otherwise expressly provided for in this Agreement, such Charges shall apply. 

1.5 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the 
Service shall be the Providing Party's FCC or Commission approved Charges. 

1.6 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the 
Service shall be mutually agreed to by the Parties in writing. 

2. Core Prices 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, the Charges that Core bills ABC for 
Core's Services shall not exceed the Charges for ABC's comparable Services. 

3. Regulatory Review of Prices 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, each Party reserves its respective rights 
to institute an appropriate proceeding with the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body of 
appropriate jurisdiction: (a) with regard to the Charges for its Services (including, but not limited to, a 
proceeding to change the Charges for its services); and (b) with regard to the Charges of the other Party 
(including, but not limited to, a proceeding in which the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body 
with appropriate jurisdiction is asked to reduce such Charges and to order a refund of any amounts paid 
in excess of any Charges that are reduced). 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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APPENDIX A . 

ABC TELEPHONE COMPANY and CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

A. Designation of the IP(s): 

B. Looal-Section 251(b)(5) Traffic Termination: FRATEl 

To be added pursuant to the terms of this Agreement 

ISP-Bound Traffic Termination: $0.0007/MQU 

C. Tandem Transit arrangements for Tandem Transit Traffic between Core and carriers other than 
ABC that subtend a ABC Tandem Switch. (Not applicable to Toll Traffic when Meet Point Billing 
Arrangement applies; Separate trunks required for IXC subtending trunks) 

- Tandem Transit Trunking Arrangement: 

- Tandem Transit Trunking Charges by ABC to Core: 

- Tandem Switching & Transport= S.xxxxx/MOU for Core Originated Tandem Transit Traffic 

D. LSR Ordering Charges for LNP activity 

- Basic Initial LNP Service Order Charge = Sxxx.xx per each initial request by one Party to the 
other Party per LNP request per Customer -- To be billed to and paid by the requesting Party. 

- Basic Subsequent LNP Service Order Charge = Sxxx.xx per each time the requesting Party 
submits a revised request per LNP request per Customer — To be billed to and paid by the 
requesting Party. 

E. DIRECTORY LISTINGS & BOOKS 

ABC 

1. Directory Listing Report 
- Annual directory validation listing report $ to be billed to and paid by Core to 

- Initial Request separate request $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC 
- Subsequent Requests $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC 

2. For each telephone number listed (i.e., published) in the White Page Directory and/or in 
the Yellow Page Directory - a monthly charge equal to ABC's costs or charges to ABC from 
outside vendor for each such listing: 

- Sx.xx per month per listing to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC 

3. Other Tariffed Directory Listing Services 
- As Applicable per ABC Pa PUC 
- Listing/Database charge - S.XXX 
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4. As Applicable per ABC-PAPUC No. 

- Books & delivery (annual home area directories only) — No charge for normal number 
of books delivered to Customers; additional delivery or bulk delivery per separate 
arrangement between ABC and Core. 

F. Designation of Third Party interconnection Arrangements. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as ofthe 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed:, 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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Chr is Van de Verg 

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net> 
To: <parmsirong@ttanlaw.com> 
Cc: "Mike Gruin" <mag@stevenslee.com>; "Rick Hicks" <rlh@stevenslee.com>; "Regina Matz" 

<rmatz@ttanlaw.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2005 4:32 PM 
Attach; N EW CLEAN 10-18 ABC to Core-markup.doc 
Subject: Fw: Core's Redline of RTCC's ICA Proposal 

Patty, 

I would very much like to set up one or more negotiation sessions to go through RTCC's ICA proposal and Core's 
redline of RTCC's proposal before Christmas. As you may be aware, the arbitration window under section 252(b) 
ofthe Telecommunications Act opens on January 2, 2006 for most (although not all) of your clients, and closes 
January 26, 2006. We should, at minimum, strive to resolve as many issues as possible before that date. Indeed, 
Core very much hopes that the parties can reach a mutually-agreed upon negotiated agreement, rather than have 
to engage in arbitration. I hope RTCC feels the same way. I am available each day next week. 

Please let me know your availability so that we can set up a call. I would be happy to provide the conference 
service. 

RECE/V. 
Original Message — ^AN 2 i) ?QQC 

PA PUBLIC UTILITY m 
From: Chris Van de Verg 
To: parinstronQ@ttanlaw.com 
Cc: Regina Matz ; Mike Gruin ; Rick Hicks 
Sent: Tuesday, December 06, 2005 10:54 AM 
Subject: Core's Redline of RTCC's ICA Proposal 

Patty, 

Attached is Core's redline counterproposal to RTCC's ICA proposal. 

I would like to schedule a time for us to walk through the agreement and identify issues which can (or can not) be 
resolved through negotiation. I am generally available next week (except for Wednesday) as well as the following 
week. 

Regards, 
-Chris 

1/23/2006 
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C h r i s Van de Verg 

From: "Patricia Armstrong" <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
To: '"Norman J. Kennard'" <NJKennard@hmsk-law.com>; '"Chris Van de Verg'" <chris@coretel.net> 
Cc: <gzing@ptd.net>; <mag@stevenslee.com>; <rlh@stevenslee.com>; "Rmatz@Ttanlaw. Com" 

<rmatz@ttanlaw.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 3:08 PM 
Subject: RE: PTA Draft ICA 

Chris - We too have discussed the ICA you sent - with our clients and our consultant and unfortunately there have 
just been too many 
things on the plate - testimony, discovery, other matters - but we too 
are willing to participate in a joint conference call on the draft 
ICA. Although I am out ofthe office the first week in January I am nonetheless 
willing to work with you to set up a time that week for a call and participate at some mutually convenient time. In th. 
around a few possible times between January 3 - 6 so we might get a call set up in the next few days for that first 
week in January. 
We would also be willing to consider an extension in the arbitration time frame to try and accommodate the 
Commission as well as the parties. 

Patty 

From: Norman J. Kennard [mailto:NJKennard@hmsk-law.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 2:35 PM 
To: Chris Van de Verg 
Cc: parmstrong@ttantaw.com; gzing@ptd.net; mag@stevenslee.com; rlh@stevenslee.com 
Subject: RE: PTA Draft ICA 

Chris: 

Sorry for the delay. When you sent it we were up against the testimony deadline in the application case. 
I've had a chance to share this with the client and would like to discuss. I have a major regulatory filing 
due on December 28th and can meet to discuss the proposed terms after that. I am fairly open during the 
first week of January. Please pick a time then and we will participate. I'd also recommend that we 
involve the RTCC group as their ICA issues will likely be similar. Finally, the PTA would agree to 
extend the arbitration deadline to accommodate the Commission and parties. 

Norm. 

From: Chris Van de Verg [mailto:chris@coretel.net] 
Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2005 4:40 PM 
To: Norman J. Kennard 
Cc: Rick Hicks; Mike Gruin 
Subject: Fw: PTA Draft ICA 

Norm, 

I would very much like to set up one or more negotiation sessions to go through PTA's ICA proposal and Core's 
redline of PTA's proposal before Christmas. As you may be aware, the arbitration window under section 252(b) of 

1/23/2006 
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Chris Van de Verg 

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net> 
To: "Patricia Armstrong" <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
Cc: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 6:05 PM 
Subject: Re: PTA Draft ICA 

Patty, 

Since you are busy the first week of January, I would propose anytime the week of December 26-30. This would 
permit us to have at least one session prior to the arbitration open date of January 2.1 proposed December 29 or 
30 to Norm, as he has a major filing due on the 28th. To the extent PTA and RTCC are working together, perhaps 
those two dates offer the best time frame. As I informed Norm, to the extent we are making progress on 
negotiation prior to the arbitration open date, I would be amenable to an extension if necessary. 

Regards, 
--Chris 

Original Message - — 
From: Patricia Armstrong 
To: !Norman J. Kennard'; 'Chris Van de Verg' 
Cc: gzing@ptd.net; mag@stevenslee.com ; rlh@stevenslee.com ; Rmatz@Ttanlaw. Com 
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 3:08 PM 
Subject: RE: PTA Draft ICA 

Chris - We too have discussed the ICA you sent - with our clients and our consultant and unfortunately there 
have just been too many 
things on the plate - testimony, discovery, other matters - but we too 
are willing to participate in a joint conference call on the draft 
ICA. Although I am out of the office the first week in January I am nonetheless 
willing to work with you to set up a time that week for a call and participate at some mutually convenient time. In 
around a few possible times between January 3 - 6 so we might get a call set up in the next few days for that 
first week in January. 
We would also be willing to consider an extension in the arbitration time frame to try and accommodate the 
Commission as well as the parties. 

Patty 

From: Norman J. Kennard [mailto:NJKennard@hmsk-law.com] 
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2005 2:35 PM 
To: Chris Van de Verg 
Cc: parmstrong@ttanlaw.com; gzing@ptd.net; mag@stevenslee.com; rlh@stevenslee.com 
Subject: RE: PTA Draft ICA 

Chris: 

Sorry for the delay. When you sent it we were up against the testimony deadline in the application 
case. I've had a chance to share this with the client and would like to discuss. I have a major regulatory 
filing due on December 28th and can meet to discuss the proposed terms after that. I am fairly open 
during the first week of January. Please pick a time then and we will participate. I'd also recommend 
that we involve the RTCC group as their ICA issues will likely be similar. Finally, the PTA would 

1/23/2006 



APPENDIX 11 



Page 1 of 1 

Chr is Van de Verg 

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net> 
To: <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
Gc: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>; "Rick Hicks" <rlh@stevenslee.com>; "Mike Gruin" 

<mag@stevenslee.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 26, 2005 3:20 PM 
Attach: NEW CLEAN 10-18 ABC to Core-markup 051226.doc 
Subject: updated core redline of rtcc proposal 

Patty, 

We^have made a couple of small revisions to Core's redline ofthe RTCC proposal. The revisions appear on 
pages 29 {paras. 3,4 & 5) and 33 (end of para, from preceding page and first full paragraph) of the attached, 
updated redline document. 

In summary, the revisions do the following: 
-Eliminate references to "POI" 
-Clarify the process to establish "IPs" 
-Clarify that the parties may lease entrance facility-type interconnection transport from third parties as well as 
each other. 

Other than these, no other revisions have been made and the document is in all other respects identical to our 
initial redline. I look forward to our call on January 3. 

Happy Holidays, 
-Chris 

RECEIVED 
JAN 2' 5 2006 

PA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
SECRETARY'S BUREAU 

1/23/2006 
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PREFACE 

This Agreement ("Agreement") shall be deemed effective upon approval by the Commission (the 
"Effective Date"), between ABC Telephone Company ("ABC"), a corporation organized under the laws of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, with offices at , 
and Core Communications, Inc. ("Core"), a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Maryland 
with offices at 209 West Street, Suite 302, Annapolis, MD 21401 (Core and ABC may be referred to 
hereinafter, each, individually as a "Party," and, collectively, as the "Parties"). 

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to interconnect their local exchange networks for the purpose of 
transmission and termination of Telecommunications traffic that is within the scope of this Agreement, 
and 

WHEREAS, tho intorconnection betwoon tho Partioo will allow tho Customers of each Party to 
comploto locol calls to tho Customors of tho othor Party within tho local calling aroa of ABC (^koeal 
lntorconneGtior£)f-and 

WHEREAS, the nature ofthe interconnection arrangement between the Parties established 
pursuant to this Agreement is of mutual benefit to both Parties and is intended to fulfill their needs to 
exchange Local Traffictelephone exchange service and exchange access traffic. 

Now, therefore, in consideration of the terms and conditions contained herein, ABC and Core 
hereby mutually agree as follows: 
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PART A 
GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

1. Genera! Rule 

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, when a term listed in this Glossary is used in this 
Agreement, the term shall have the meaning stated in this Glossary. A defined term intended to convey 
the meaning stated in this Glossary is capitalized when used. Other terms that are capitalized, and not 
defined in this Glossary or elsewhere in this Agreement, shall have the meaning stated in the Act. 
Additional definitions that are specific to the matters covered in a particular provision of this Agreement 
may appear in that provision. To the extent that there may be any conflict between a definition set forth in 
this Glossary and any definition in a specific provision, the definition set forth in the specific provision shall 
control with respect to that provision. 

Unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, any term defined in this Glossary which is defined 
or used in the singular shall include the plural, and any term defined in this Glossary which is defined or 
used in the plural shall include the singular. 

2. Definitions 

2.1 "Access Services" refers to interstate and intrastate switched access and private line transport 
services. 

2.2 "Act" means the Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. §151 et seq.), as amended from time to 
time (including, but not limited to, by the Telecommunications Act of 1996). 

2.3 "Affiliate" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.4 "Agent" shall include an agent or servant. 

2.5 "Agreement" means this Agreement, as defined in Part B, Section 1 ofthe General Terms and 
Conditions. 

2.6 "Ancillary Traffic" means all traffic that is destined to provide Services ancillary to 
Telecommunications Services, or that may have special routing or billing requirements, including but not 
limited to the following: 911 /E911, Operator Services, Directory Assistance, third party (except for that 
third party traffic that is specifically addressed in this Agreement), collect and calling card database query 
and Service, 800/888 database query and Service, CNAM, LIDB, and voice information Service. 

2.7 "Applicable Law" means all effective laws, administrative rules and regulations, and any court 
orders, rulings and decisions from courts of competent jurisdiction, applicable to each Party's 
performance of its obligations under this Agreement. 

2.8 "Business Day" means Monday through Friday, except for ABC's holidays. 

2.9 "Calendar Quarter" means January through March, April through June, July through September, 
or October through December 

2.10 "Calendar Year" means January through December. 

2.11 "Calling Party Number" or "CPN" means a CCS parameter that identifies the calling party's 
telephone number. 

2.12 "Central Office" or "CO" refers to a local switching system for connecting lines to lines, lines to 
trunks, or trunks to trunks for the purpose of originating/terminating calls over the public switched 
telephone network. A single Central Office may handle several Central Office codes ("NXXs"). 
Sometimes this term is used to refer to a telephone company building in which switching systems and 
telephone equipment are installed. 
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2.13 "Central Office Switch" refers to a switch used to provide Telecommunications Services, 
including, but not limited to, End Office and Tandem Switches. A Central Office Switch may also be 
employed as a combination End Office/Tandem Office Switch. 

2.14 "Commission" shall mean the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission. 

2.15 "Common Channel Signaling" or "CCS" refers to a method of transmitting call set-up and network 
control data over a digital signaling network separate from the public switched telephone network facilities 
that carry the actual voice or data content of the call. Tho CCS currently usod by the Partioo is SS7. 

2.16 "Common Language Location Identifier" or "CLLI Code" refers to a code developed by Telcordia 
Technologies as a method of identifying physical locations and equipment such as buildings, Centra! 
Offices, poles and antennas. There are three (3) basic formats for CLLI Codes: network entity, network 
support site, and customer site. 

2.17 "Competitive Local Exchange Carrier" or "CLEC" refers to any Local Exchange Carrier providing 
Local Exchange Telecommunications Service in any area where it is not an Incumbent Local Exchange 
Carrier ("ILEC"). Core is a CLEC. 

2.18 "Customer" or "End User" means a third party residential or business end user of Telephone 
Exchange Services provided by either of the Parties. 

2.19 "Customer Proprietary Network Information" or "CPNI" is as defined in the Act. 

2.20 "Day" means calendar days unless otherwise specified. 

2.21 "End Office Switch" or "End Office" means a switching entity that is used to terminate Customer 
station Loops for the purpose of interconnection to each other and to trunks. 

2.22 "Enhancod Services" shall mean servicos offered ovor common corrior transmission facilities 
used in interstate communications, which omploy computer procossing applicotions that oct on the 
format, contont, code, protocol or similar ospocts of the Customer's transmitted informotion; provido the 
Customor with additional, difforont, or rostruoturod information; or involve Customor intoroction with 
stored informationV'lnformation Services" shall mean the offering of a capability for generating, acquirino. 
storing, transforming, processing, retrieving, utilizing, or making available information via 
teiecommunications. and includes electronic publishing, but does not include any use of any such 
capability for the management, control, or operation of a telecommunications system or the management 
of a telecommunications service. 

2.23 "Enhaneed-Information Service Provider" or "EISP" shall mean a provider of Enhancedlnformation 
Services. 

2.24 "Entrance Facility" shall mean the facilities between a Party's designated premises and the 
Central Office serving that designated premises. 

2.25 "FCC" shall mean the Federal Communications Commission. 

2.26 "Incumbent Local Exchange Carried or "ILEC" shall have the meaning stated in the Act. 

2.27 "Interexchange Carrier" or "IXC" means a Telecommunications Carrier that provides, directly or 
indirectly, InterLATA or IntraLATA Telephone Toll Services. 

2.28 "Internet" means the collective international network of interoperable public, private, managed 
and non-managed computer and Telecommunications facilities, including both hardware and software, 
which comprise the interconnected world-wide network of networks that employ the Transmission Control 
Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), or any predecessor or successor protocols to such protocol, to 
communicate information of all kinds by wireline or wireless connections. 
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2.29 "Internet Protocol" refers to a standard networking protocol that provides information transmission 
across interconnected networks, between computers with diverse hardware architectures and various 
operating systems, and keeps track of Internet addresses for different nodes, routes outgoing information 
and recognizes incoming information. 

2.30 "Internet Service Provider" or "ISP" is a vendor who provides access for Customers (companies 
and private individuals) to the Internet and the World Wide Web for Telecommunication Services or other 
means, but does not include a common carrier to the extent that it provides common carrier services. 

"ISP Bound Traffic" means traffic delivered bv a local exchange carrier to an ISP. 

"ISP Forbearance Order" means the Federal Communications Commission's Order in WC Docket 
No. 03-171. released on October 18, 2004. 

"ISP Remand Order means the Federal Communications Commission's Order on Remand & 
Report and Order in CC Docket Nos. 96-98 & 99-98. released on April 27, 2001. 

2.31 "Internet Traffic" or "iSP Bound Traffic" moons dial up ISP traffio that is originated-and dialed by 
an End User of one Party, delivered to-tho othor Party, ond torminated by tho othor Party to on ISP within 
ABC's local serving oroo as defined by the effective focat exchongo tariffs) of ABC, including mandatory 
local calling scopo orrangomonts ostoblishod ond defined by tho Commission ("Local Intornot Traffic"). A 
mondatory local calling scopo arrangemont is an arrongoment that providos End Users a local calling 
seepo; i.e. Extended Aroo Sorvico ("EAS"), boyond tho End User's basic oxchange serving orea. 
Thoroforo Local Intornot Troffic, for purposos of this Agrooment, includes both intra exchongo calls and 
EAS colls originated by on End User of ono Party, dolivorod to tho other Porty, and torminatod by tho 
othor Party to an ISP. 

2.32 "IntraLATA Traffic" means telecommunications traffic that originates and terminates within the 
same LATA. 

2.33 "Interconnection Point" or "IP" moans tho locotion on the-incumbont LEC network of ABC at which 
tho connoction is mado by Coro for tho oxchongo of Local Traffic between tho Parties. 

2.34 "Local Access and Transport Area" or "LATA" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.35 "Local Exchange Carrier" or "LEC" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2:36 "Local Exchange Routing Guide" or "LERG" shall mean a Telcordia Technologies reference 
containing NPA/NXX routing and homing information. 

2.37 "Local Number Portability ("LNP")" means the ability of Customers of Telecommunications 
Services to retain, within the same geographic Rate Center Area associated with the Customer's NPA-
NXX code, existing telecommunications numbers without impairment of quality, reliability, or convenience 
when switching from one telecommunications carrier to another. 

2.38 "Local Service Request" ("LSR") means an industry standard form or a mutually agreed upon 
change thereof, used by the Parties to add, establish, change or disconnect local services. 

2.39 "Locol Traffic" or "Subject Troffic" means traffic that is originated by an End Usor of ono Party on 
that Party's-network and terminates to an End Usor of the other Party on that othor Party's notwork-within 
A&C's locol sorving aroa as dofinod by tho offoctivo locol oxchango toriff(s) of ABC, including mondatefy 
local calling-scopo arrongomonts ostablishod ond dofinod by tho Commission. A mandatory local colling 
scope arrangemont is an arrangoment that providos End Ucors a locol calling scopo; i.e. Extondod Area 
Service ("EAS"), beyond the End User's basic exchange serving area. Therefore Local Traffic, for 
purpose? 
inelud< 
mely< 
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2.40 "North American Numbering Plan" ("NANP") means the plan for the allocation of unique 10-digit 
directory numbers consisting of a three-digit area code, a three-digit office code, and a four-digit line 
number. The plan also extends to format variations, prefixes, and special code applications. 

2.41 "Numbering Plan Area ("NPA")" (sometimes referred to as an area code) is the three-digit 
indicator which is designated by the first three digits of each 10-digit telephone number within the NANP. 
Each NPA contains 800 possible NXX Codes. There are two general categories of NPA, "Geographic 
NPAs" and "Non-Geographic NPAs." A "Geographic NPA" is associated with a defined geographic area, 
and all telephone numbers bearing such NPA are associated with services provided within that 
geographic area. A "Non-Geographic NPA," also known as a "Service Access Code (SAC Code)" is 
typically associated with a specialized telecommunications service which may be provided across multiple 
geographic NPA areas; 500, 800, 900, 700, and 888 are examples of Non-Geographic NPAs. 

2.42 "NXX," "NXX Code," "NNX," "COC," "Central Office Code," or "CO Code" is the three-digit switch 
entity indicator which is defined by the fourth, fifth and sixth digits of a 10-digit telephone number within 
NANP. 

2.43 "Proprietary Information" shall have the same meaning as Confidential Information. 

2.44 "Providing Party" means a Party offering or providing a Service to the other Party under this 
Agreement. 

2.45 "Purchasing Party" means a Party requesting or receiving a Service from the other Party under 
this Agreement. 

2.46 "Rate Center Area" refers to the geographic area that has been identified as being associated 
with a particular NPA-NXX code assigned to the LEC for its provision of Telephone Exchange Services. 
The Rate Center Area is the exclusive geographic area that the LEC has identified as the area within 
which it will provide Telephone Exchange Services bearing the particular NPA-NXX designation 
associated with the specific Rate Center Area. 

2.47 "Rate Center Point" refers to a specific geographic point, defined by a V&H coordinate, located 
within the Rate Center Area and used to measure distance for the purpose of billing for distance-sensitive 
Telephone Exchange Services and Toll Traffic. 
2.48 "Reciprocal Compensation" means the arrangement for recovering, in accordance with Section 
251 (b)(5) of the Act, costs incurred for the transport and termination of Subject Traffic originating, by the 
Customers of one Party on that Party's network and terminating to the Customers of the other Party on 
that other Party's network. 

"Section 251(b)(5) Traffic" means (1) telecommunications traffic exchanged between a LEC and 
^telecommunications carrier other than a CMRS provider, except for telecommunications traffic that is 
interstate or intrastate exchange access, or exchange services for such access (see FCC Order on 
Remand, 34. 36, 39, 42-43); and/or (2) telecommunications traffic exchanged by a LEC and a CMRS 
provider that originates and terminates within the same Major Trading Area, as defined in 47 CFR § 
24.202(a). 

2.49 "Service" means any Interconnection arrangement. Telecommunications Service, or other 
service, facility or arrangement, offered by a Party under this Agreement. 

2.50 "Signaling System 7" or "SS7" refers to the common channel out-of-band signaling protocol 
(CCS) developed by the Consultative Committee for International Telephone and Telegraph (CCITT) and 
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). Gore ond ABC currontly utilize this out of band 

2.51 "Subsidiary" means a corporation or other person that is controlled by a Party, controls a Party, or 
is under common control with a Party. 
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2.52 "Switched Exchange Access Service" means the offering of transmission and switching services 
for the purpose of the origination or termination of Toll Traffic. Switched Exchange Access Services 
include but may not be limited to: Feature Group A, Feature Group B, Feature Group D, 700 access, 800 
access, 888 access and 900 access. 

2.53 "Synchronous Optical Network ("SONET") is an optical interface standard that allows interworking 
of transmission products from multiple vendors (i.e., mid-span meets). The base rate is 51.84 MHps (OC-
1/STS-1 and higher rates are direct multiples ofthe base rate up to 1.22 GHps). 

2.54 "Tandem Switch" means a switching entity that has billing and recording capabilities and is used 
to connect and switch trunk circuits between and among End Office Switches and between and among 
End Office Switches and carriers' aggregation points, points of termination, or points of presence, and to 
provide Switched Exchange Access Services. 

2.55 "Tandem Transit Traffic" or "Transit Traffic" includes Telephone Exchange Service traffic that 
originates on one Party's network, and is transported through the other Party's tandem switch to a third-
party's network, including, but not limited to, a CLEC, Commercial Mobile Radio Service ("CMRS") carrier, 
or other LEC, that subtends the relevant other Party's tandem switch to which the originating Party 
delivers such traffic. Transit Traffic also includes Telephone Exchange Service that originates on a third 
party's network, including but not limited to a CLEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC that is transported 
through one Party's tandem switch and delivered to the other Party. 

2.56 "Tandem Transit Trunks" means those trunks as referenced in Section 2 of the Interconnection 
Attachment. 

2.57 "Tariff' means a filing made at the state or federal level for the provision of a telecommunications 
service by a telecommunications carrier that provides for the terms, conditions and pricing of that service. 
Such filing may be required or voluntary and may or may not be specifically approved by the Commission 
or FCC. 

2.58 "Telcordia Technologies" refers to Telcordia Technologies, Inc., formerly known as Bell 
Communications Research, Inc. (Bellcore). 

2.59 "Telecommunications" is as defined in the Act. 

2.60 "Telecommunications Carrier" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.61 "Telecommunications Services" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.62 "Telephone or Local Exchange Service" shall have the meaning set forth in the Act. 

2.63 "Transit Service" means the delivery of Transit Traffic. 

2.64 "Voice over Internet Protocol Traffic" or "VOIP Traffic" is voice communications traffic that utilizes 
Internet Protocol format for some or all of the transmission of the call. 

2.65 "Wire Center" means a building or portion thereof which serves as the premises for one or more 
Central Office Switches and related facilities. 
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PART B 

GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

In consideration ofthe mutual promises contained in this Agreement, and intending to be legally 
bound, Core and ABC hereby agree as follows: 

1. Scope of this Agreement 

1.1 This Agreement includes: (a) the Principal Document, including Attachments A through C; and 
(b) a written Order by a Party that has been accepted in writing by the other Party. This Agreement 
specifies the rights and obligations of each Party with respect to the establishment of Local 
Interconnection within the incumbent service area of ABC. Certain terms used in this Agreement shall 
have the meanings defined in the Glossary of Terms, or as otherwise elsewhere defined throughout this 
Agreement. Other terms used but not defined herein will have the meanings ascribed to them in the Act, 
in the FCC's, and in the Commission's Rules and Regulations. PART B sets forth the General Terms and 
Conditions governing this Agreement. The remaining Parts set forth, among other things, descriptions of 
the services, pricing, technical and business requirements, and physical and network security 
requirements. 

1.2 Except as otherwise expressly provided in the Agreement, any conflict between the provisions in 
the Agreement and any attachments, exhibits and documents attached to it or referenced within shall be 
resolved in favor of the attachment, exhibit or document. The fact that a provision appears in the 
Agreement but not in a document outside of this Agreement, or in a document outside of this Agreement 
but not in the Agreement, shall not be interpreted as, or deemed grounds for finding, a conflict for the 
purposes of this Section. 

1.3 Except as otherwise provisioned in the Agreement, the Agreement may not be waived or modified 
except by a written document that is signed by the Parties. Subject to the requirements of Applicable 
Law, a Party shall have the right to add, modify, or withdraw, its Tariff(s) at any time, without the consent 
of, or notice to, the other Party. 

1.4 In connection with this Agreement, a Party may purchase services from the other Party pursuant 
to that other Party's Tariff. In such instances, the rates, terms, and conditions ofthe other Party's Tariff 
shall apply. 

2. Reserved for Future Use 

3. Regulatory Approvals 

3.1 This Agreement, and any amendment or modification hereof, will be submitted to the Commission 
for approval within thirty (30) Days after obtaining the last required Agreement signature. Core and ABC 
shall use their best efforts to obtain approval of this Agreement by any regulatory body having jurisdiction 
over this Agreement. In the event any governmental authority or agency rejects any provision hereof, the 
Parties shall negotiate promptly and in good faith such revisions as may reasonably be required to 
achieve approval. 

3.2 In the event of any amendment of the Act, any effective legislative action or "any effective 
regulatory or judicial order, rule, regulation, arbitration award, dispute resolution procedures,under this 
Agreement or other legal action purporting to apply the provisions of the Act to the Parties or in which ithei 
court, FCC or the Commission makes a generic determination that is generally applicable which revises,1 

modifies or reverses Applicable Law and such changes to Applicable Law require that this Agreehnent'be 
amended, either Party may, by providing written notice to the other Party, require that the affected 
provisions of this Agreement be renegotiated in good faith and this Agreement shall be amendedl 
accordingly to reflect any :p_ricing. ternis and conditions required by any such.Amended Rules.1 

3.3 Netwithstanding-any other provision-of the AgreemeBtr-neither-Party-shall be-obligated-to-offer or 
previde-any service, facility, or interconnoction arrangement to the other Party that is not required by the 
Act or under controlling regulatory requirements. Notwithstandlng-anything contained in this-Agreement, 
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but without limiting any othor right oithor Party may have under this Agrooment, oither Party may cease 
providing a sorvico, facility, or interconnection arrangomont that is not required by the Act or under 
controlling regulatory requirements- To the extent that some service, facility, or interconnection 
arrangement provided by ono Party to tho other Party undor this Agroomont is determined not to be 
required undor tho Act or undor controlling regulatory roquiroments, thon tho providing Party upon 9Q 
days writton notico to tho othor Party may discontinuo tho provision of such sorvico, facility, or 
interconnoction arrangomont. To the oxtont tho discontinued servico or intorconnoction arrangement is 
available under prevailing tariffs from tho Providing Party, thon tho Purchasing Party, may, at its option, 
obtain such services, facilitios, or intorconnection arrangoments pursuant to the terms of such tariff&r 
Prior to any discontinuance-of service, the Parties will-seek-to amend-this-Agr-eement: 

4. Term and Termination 

4.1 This Agreement shall be effective as of the Effective Date and, unless cancelled or terminated 
earlier in accordance with the terms hereof, shall continue in effect for a period of 1 yoar (12) months-four 
(4) years after the Effective Date of this Agreement {the "Initial Term"). Thereafter, this Agreement shall 
renew automatically for successive six (6) month terms, commencing on the termination date of the initial 
term or latest renewal term and continue in force and effect unless and until cancelled or terminated as 
provided in this Agreement. 

4.2 Either ABC or Core may terminate this Agreement effective upon the expiration of the Initial Term 
or subsequent renewal term by providing written notice of termination at least ninety (90) days in advance 
of the date of termination. 

4.3 In the event of such termination, those service arrangements made available under this 
agreement and existing at the time of termination shall continue without interruption under (a) a new 
agreement executed by the Parties, (b) tariff terms and conditions of the Parties, or if neither of the above 
is available, under the terms of this Agreement on a month-to-month basis until such time as (a) or (b) 
becomes available,., but under no circumstanco shall such torms continue for moro than 180 days aftor 
tho tormination dato. 

4.4 If either ABC or Core provides notice of termination pursuant to Section 4 and by 11:59 PM 
Eastern Time on the proposed date of termination neither ABC nor Core has requested negotiation of a 
new interconnection agreement, (a) this Agreement will terminate, and (b) the Services being provided 
under this Agreement at the time of termination will be terminated in accordance with the requirements of 
the Commission and Applicable Law. 

5. Attachments 

The following Attachments are a part of this Agreement: 

Additional Services Attachment 
Interconnection Attachment 
Pricing Attachment 

6. Applicable Law 

6.1 The construction, interpretation and performance of this Agreement shall be governed by (a) the 
laws of the United States of America and (b) the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, including 
but not limited to the Act, the rules, regulations and orders of the FCC and the Commission, and any 
orders and decisions of a court of competent jurisdiction ("Applicable Law"). All disputes relating to this 
Agreement shall be resolved through the application of such laws. 

6.2 Each Party shall remain in compliance with Applicable Law in the course of performing this 
Agreement. 

6.3 Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or failure in performance caused or required by 
Applicable Law, or the acts or failures to act of any governmental entity or official to the extent such acts 
or failures to act were not caused or solicited by either Party and/or comply with Applicable Law. 
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6.4 If any provision of this Agreement shall be invalid or unenforceable under Applicable Law, such 
invalidity or unenforceability shall not invalidate or render unenforceable any other provision of this 
Agreement, and this Agreement shall be construed as if it did not contain such invalid or unenforceable 
provision; provided, that if the invalid or unenforceable provision is a material provision of this Agreement, 
or the invalidity or unenforceability materially affects the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder or the 
ability of a Party to perform any material provision of this Agreement, the Parties shall promptly 
renegotiate in good faith and amend in writing this Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable 
revisions to this Agreement as may be required in order to conform the Agreement to Applicable Law. 

6.5 jf any final and unstayed legislative; regulatory, judicial or other governmentail decision, order,-
Setenfiinatioh or action, or any change in Applicable.Law, materially affects any material provisiomofithis 
Agreement, the rights or obligations of a Party hereunder, or the ability of a Party to perform any material 
provision of this Agreement,-the Parties shall promptly renegotiate in good faith, and.amend in writing this 
Agreement in order to make such mutually acceptable revisions to this Agreement as.may be required in 
PXdertp ̂ Qi^jixJhe^gLeement to Applicable Lawf" 

7. Assignment 

7.1 Except as provided below, any assignment by either Party of any right, obligation, or duty, in 
whole or in part, or of any interest, without the written consent of the other Party shall be void, and the 
assigning Party shall remain responsible for all obligations hereunder. 

7.2 Either Party may assign all of its rights, and delegate its obligations, liabilities and duties under 
this Agreement, either in whole or in part, to any entity that is, or that was immediately preceding, such 
assignment, an Affiliate of that Party without consent of the other Partv, but withso long as the assigning 
Partv provides the other Partv written notification-made no later than thirty (30) days prior to the 
assignment's effective date. 

7.3 The effectiveness of any assignment shall be expressly conditioned upon the assignee's written 
assumption of all rights, obligations, and duties ofthe assigning Party. Assignee's written assumption 
shall be made and delivered to the non-assigning Party no later than thirty (30) days prior to the 
assignment's effective date. Unless prior written consent is obtained, where necessary, and assignee 
expressly assumes all rights, obligations, and duties ofthe assigning Party hereunder as provided herein, 
the assigning Party shall remain responsible for all rights, obligations, and duties under this Agreement. 

8. Assurance of Performance 

8.1 When reasonable grounds for insecurity arise with respect to the performance of either Party, the 
other Party may in writing demand adequate assurance of due performance. 

8.2 The reasonableness of grounds for insecurity and the adequacy of any assurance offered shall 
be determined according to Telecommunications industry standards. Reasonable grounds for insecurity 
include, but are not limited to: (a) the failure of a Party to demonstrate that it is creditworthy, (b) the failure 
of a Party to timely pay a bill or perform a service or obligation as required by this Agreement, or (c) a 
Party admits its inability to pay debts as such debts become due, commenced a voluntary case (or has 
had a case commenced against it) under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code or any other law relating to 
bankruptcy, insolvency, reorganization, or winding-up, made an assignment for the benefit of creditors or 
is subject to a receivership or similar proceeding. 

8.3 Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, after receipt of a justified demand, a Party shall have 
thirty (30) days to provide assurance of due performance as is adequate under the circumstances of the 
particular case. 

8.4 To the extent that a cash deposit may be required, the Parties intend that the provision of such 
deposit shall constitute the grant of a security interest in the deposit pursuant to Article 9 of the Uniform 
Commercial Code as in effect in any relevant jurisdiction. 

8.5 A Party shall pay interest on a cash deposit required under this Section at a rate equal to the 
prime commercial rate on loans charged by the secured Party. 
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8.6 To the extent that a letter of credit or cash deposit is required under this Section, a Party may (but 
is not obligated to) draw on the letter of credit or cash deposit, as applicable, upon thirty (30) days written 
notice to the other Party in respect of any amounts to be paid by such Party hereunder that are not paid 
within thirty (30) days of the date that payment of such amounts is required by this Agreement. 

8.7 If a Party draws on the letter of credit or cash deposit, the other Party shall provide a replacement 
or supplemental letter of credit or cash deposit in accordance with the requirements of this Section. 

8.8 Notwithstanding anything else set forth in this Agreement, if a Party makes a request for 
assurance of performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, and the other Party fails to 
provide adequate assurance of due performance in accordance with the terms of this Section, the failure 
of which will substantially impair the value of the Agreement to the other Party, then the aggrieved Party 
may suspend its own performance under the Agreement until such time as the other Party provides such 
assurance of performance. 

8.9 The fact that assurance of performance is requested by a Party hereunder shall in no way relieve 
the other Party from compliance with the requirements of this Agreement, nor constitute a waiver or 
modification of any terms of this Agreement. 

9. Audits 

9.1 Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this Agreement, either Party ("Auditing 
Party") may audit the other Party's ("Audited Party") records for the purpose of evaluating the accuracy of 
the Audited Party's bills and compliance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement. Such audits 
may be performed once in each Calendar Year; provided, however, that audits may be conducted more 
frequently (but no more frequently than once in each Calendar Quarter) if an immediately preceding audit 
found previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate 
value of at least $50,000. 

9.2 Prior to commencing the audit, the auditors shall execute an agreement with the Audited Party in 
a form reasonably acceptable to the Audited Party that protects the confidentiality of the information 
disclosed by the Audited Party to the auditors. The audit shall take place at a time and place agreed 
upon by the Parties; provided, that the Auditing Party may require that the audit commence no later than 
sixty (60) days after the Auditing Party has given notice of the audit to the Audited Party. 

9.3 Each Party shall cooperate fully in any such audit, providing reasonable access to any and all 
records reasonably necessary to assess the accuracy of the Audited Party's bills. 

9.4 Audits shall be performed at the Auditing Party's expense, provided that there shall be no charge 
for reasonable access to the Audited Party's records in the format in which such records are stored by the 
Audited Party necessary to assess the accuracy ofthe Audited Party's bills, unless the auditors discover 
previously uncorrected net inaccuracies in billing in favor of the Auditing Party having an aggregate value 
of at least $50,000, in which case the Audited Party shall pay for the audit. 

10. Authorization 

10.1 ABC represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under 
the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and has full power and authority to execute and deliver 
this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

10.2 Core represents that it is a corporation duly organized, validly existing and in good standing under 
the laws of the State of MarylandDistrict of Columbia and has full power and authority to execute and 
deliver this Agreement and to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

10.3 Certification 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Core shall not place any orders under this 

Agreement until it has obtained such authorization certification as may be required by Applicable Law, 
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and oniy if such authorizationcertification is maintained. Core shall provide proof of such 
authorizationcertification to ABC upon request. 

11. Billing and Payment; Disputed Amounts 

11.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, each Party shall bill the other Party on a monthly 
basis in an itemized format. The Parties shall also exchange billing information to process claims and 
adjustments as between themselves and on behalf of their Customers. 

11.2 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, payment of amounts billed for Services provided 
under this Agreement, whether billed on a monthly basis or as otherwise provided in this Agreement, shall 
be due, in immediately available U.S. funds, within (the "Due Date") thirty (30) calendar days of the 
invoice date. If a Party does not receive a bill at least twenty (20) days prior to the thirty (30) day 
payment Due Date, then the bill shall be considered delayed. When the bill has been delayed, the billed 
Party may request an extension of the payment Due Date, by the number of days the bill was delayed. 
Such requests for a delay of the payment Due Date must be accompanied with proof of late bill receipt. 

11.3 If any portion of an amount billed by a Party under this Agreement is subject to a good faith 
dispute between the Parties, the billed Party shall give notice to the billing Party o f the amounts it 
disputes ("Disputed Amounts") and include in such notice the specific details and reasons for disputing 
each item. Notice of a dispute may be given by a Party at any time, either before or after an amount is 
paid, and a Party's payment of an amount shall not constitute a waiver of such Party's right to 
subsequently dispute its obligation to pay such amount or to seek a refund of any amount paid; provided, 
however, if the billed party fails to provide a notice of dispute within thirty (30) days of the payment Due 
Date for the amount in question, then the billed party shall be deemed to have waived any disputes as to 
those amounts. The billed Party shall pay by the Due Date all undisputed amounts. Billing disputes shall 
be subject to Dispute Resolution under the terms of this Agreement. 

11.4 Undisputed charges due to the billing Party that are not paid by the Due Date, shall be subject to 
a late payment charge. The late payment charge shall be in an amount specified by the billing Party 
which shall not exceed a rate of one-and-one-half percent (1.5%) of the overdue amount (including any 
unpaid previously billed late payment charges) per month. 

11.5 Although it is the intent of both Parties to submit timely statements of charges, failure by either 
Party to present statements to the other Party in a timely manner shall not constitute a breach or default, 
or a waiver of the right to payment of the incurred charges, by the billing Party under this Agreement, and, 
except for assertion of a provision of Applicable Law that limits the period in which a suit or other 
proceeding can be brought before a court or other governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction to collect 
amounts due, the billed Party shall not be entitled to dispute the billing Party's statement(s) based on the 
billing Party's failure to submit them in a timely fashion. 

11.6 All usage data and invoices to be provided pursuant to this Agreement shall be sent to the 
following addresses: 

To ABC 

To Core: 
Core Communications, Inc. 
209 West Street, Suite 302 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

12. Confidentiality 
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12.1 As used in this Section 12 "Confidential Information" means the following information that is 
disclosed by one Party ("Disclosing Party") to the other Party ("Receiving Part / ' ) in connection with, or 
anticipation of, this Agreement: 

i. Books, records, documents and other information disclosed in an audit pursuantto 
Section 9; 

ii. Any forecasting information provided pursuant to this Agreement; 

iii. Customer Information (except to the extent that (a) the Customer information is published 
in a directory, (b) the Customer information is disclosed through or in the course of furnishing a 
Telecommunications Service, such as a Directory Assistance Service, Operator Service, Caller ID or 
similar service, or LIDB service, or, (c) the Customer to whom the Customer Information is related has 
authorized the Receiving Party to use and/or disclose the Customer Information); 

iv. Information related to specific facilities or equipment (including, but not limited to, cable 
and pair information); 

v. Any information that is in written, graphic, electromagnetic, or other tangible form, and 
marked at the time of disclosure as "Confidential" or "Proprietary;" and 

vi. Any information that is communicated orally or visually and declared to the Receiving 
Party at the time of disclosure, and by written notice with a statement of the information given to the 
Receiving Party within ten (10) days after disclosure, to be "Confidential or "Proprietary". 

12.2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, a Party shall have the right to refuse to 
accept receipt of information which the other Party has identified as Confidential Information. 

12.3 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, the Receiving Party shall: 

i. Use the Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party only in performance 
of this Agreement; and, 

ii. Using the same degree of care that it uses with similar confidential information of its own 
(but in no case a degree of care that is less than commercially reasonable), hold Confidential Information 
received from the Disclosing Party in confidence and restrict disclosure of the Confidential Information 
solely to those of the Receiving Party's Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and 
contractors of the Receiving Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, that have a need to receive such 
Confidential Information in order to perform the Receiving Party's obligations under this Agreement. The 
Receiving Party's Affiliates and the directors, officers, employees, Agents and contractors of the 
Receiving Party and the Receiving Party's Affiliates, shall be required by the Receiving Party to comply 
with the provisions of this Section in the same manner as the Receiving Party. The Receiving Party shall 
be liable for any failure of the Receiving Party's Affiliates or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or 
contractors of the Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates, to comply with the provisions of this 
Section. 

12.4 The Receiving Party shal! return or destroy all Confidential Information received from the 
Disclosing Party, including any copies made by the Receiving Party, within thirty (30) days after a written 
request by the Disclosing Party is delivered to the Receiving Party, except for any Confidential 
Information that the Receiving Party reasonably requires to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

12.5 Unless otherwise agreed, the obligations of this Section do not apply to information that: 

i. Was, at the time of receipt, already in the possession of or known to the Receiving Party 
free of any obligation of confidentiality and restriction on use; 

ii. Is or becomes publicly available or known through no wrongful act of the Receiving Party, 
the Receiving Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors of the 
Receiving Party or the Receiving Party's Affiliates; 
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iii. Is rightfully received from a third person having no direct or indirect obligation of 
confidentiality or restriction on use to the Disclosing Party with respect to such information; 

iv. Is independently developed by the Receiving Party; 

v. Is approved for disclosure or use by written authorization of the Disclosing Party 
(including, but not limited to, in this Agreement); or 

vi. Is required to be disclosed by the Receiving Party pursuant to Applicable Law, provided 
that the Receiving Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to give adequate notice of the 
requirement to the Disclosing Party in order to enable the Disclosing Party to seek protective 
arrangements. 

12.6 Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section of the Agreement, the Receiving Party may use 
and disclose Confidential Information received from the Disclosing Party to the extent necessary to 
enforce the Receiving Party's rights under this Agreement or Applicable Law. In making any such 
disclosure, the Receiving Party shali make reasonable efforts to preserve the confidentiality and restrict 
the use of the Confidential Information while it is in the possession of any person to whom it is disclosed, 
including, but not limited to, by requesting any governmental entity to whom the Confidential Information 
is disclosed to treat it as confidential and restrict its use to purposes related to the proceeding pending 
before it. 

12.7 The Disclosing Party shall retain all of the Disclosing Party's right, title and interest in any 
Confidential Information disclosed by the Disclosing Party to the Receiving Party. Except as otherwise 
expressly provided in this Agreement, no license is granted by this Agreement with respect to any 
Confidential Information (including, but not limited to, under any patent, trademark or copyright), nor is 
any such license to be implied solely by virtue of the disclosure of Confidential Information. 

12.8 The provisions of this Section shall be in addition to and not in derogation of any provisions of 
Applicable Law, including, but not limited to, 47 U.S.C. § 222, and are not intended to constitute a waiver 
by a Party of any right with regard to the use or protection of the confidentiality of CPNI provided by 
Applicable Law. 

12.9 Each Party's obligations under this Section shall survive the expiration, cancellation or 
termination of this Agreement. 

13. Counterparts 
This Agreement may be executed in two or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an 

original and all of which together shall constitute one and the same instrument. 

14. Default 

14.1 If either Party defaults in the payment of any amount due hereunder, or if either Party violates any 
other provision of this Agreement, and such default or violation shall continue for sixty (60) days after 
written notice thereof, the other Party may terminate this Agreement and services hereunder by written 
notice; provided the other Party has provided the defaulting Party with written notice at least twenty five 
(25) days' (which shall not begin to run until after the 60 day period) prior to terminating service. 

14.2 Notice shall be posted by overnight mail, return receipt requested. If the defaulting Party cures 
the default or violation within the twenty five (25) day period, the other Party will not terminate service or 
this Agreement but shall be entitled to recover ail costs, if any, incurred by it in connection with the default 
or violation, including, without limitation, costs incurred to prepare for the termination of service. For 
purposes of this Section, the terms 'default,' 'violate,' and 'violation,' in all of their forms, shall mean 
'materially default,' 'material default,' 'materially violate,' or 'material violation,' as appropriate. 

15. Discontinuance of Service by Core 
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If Core proposes to discontinue, or actually discontinues, its provision of service to Customers in the ABC 
service area, Core shall provide notice of such discontinuance as required by Applicable Law. 

16. Dispute Resolution 

16.1 The Parties shall attempt to resolve any dispute between the Parties regarding the interpretation 
or enforcement of this Agreement or any of its terms by good faith negotiation between the Parties. To 
initiate such negotiation, a Party must provide to the other Party written notice of the dispute that includes 
both a detailed description of the dispute or alleged nonperformance and the name of an individual who 
has authority to resolve the dispute and will serve as the initiating Party's representative in the 
negotiation. The other Party shall have ten (10) Business Days to designate its own such representative 
in the negotiation. The Parties' representatives shall attempt to reach a good faith resolution of the 
dispute within thirty (30) days after the date of the initiating Party's written notice of the dispute. Upon 
mutual agreement, the Parties' representatives may utilize other alternative dispute resolution procedures 
such as private mediation to assist in the negotiations. 

16.2 If the Parties are unable to resolve the dispute within thirty (30) days of the date of the initiating 
Party's written notice, either Party may pursue any remedies available to it under this Agreement, at law, 
in equity, or otherwise, including, but not limited to, instituting an appropriate proceeding before the 
Commission, the FCC, or a court of competent jurisdiction. Except for FCC actions, all such proceedings 
shall be conducted within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

17. Force Majeure 

17.1 Neither Party shall be responsible for any delay or failure in performance which results from 
causes beyond its reasonable control ("Force Majeure Events"), whether or not foreseeable by such 
Party. Such Force Majeure Events include, but are not limited to, adverse weather conditions, flood, fire, 
explosion, earthquake, volcanic action, power failure, embargo, boycott, war, revolution, civil commotion, 
act of public enemies, labor unrest (including, but not limited to, strikes, work stoppages, slowdowns, 
picketing or boycotts), acts of God, or any other circumstances beyond the reasonable control and 
without the fault or negligence of the Party affected. 

17.2 If a Force Majeure Event occurs, the non-performing Party shall give prompt notification of its 
inability to perform to the other Party. During the period that the non-performing Party is unable to 
perform, the other Party shall also be excused from performance of its obligations to the extent such 
obligations are reciprocal to, or depend upon, the performance of the non-performing Party that has been 
prevented by the Force Majeure Event. The non-performing Party shall use commercially reasonable 
efforts to avoid or remove the cause(s) of its non-performance and both Parties shall proceed to perform 
once the cause(s) are removed or cease. 

17.3 Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 17.1 and 17.2, although a Force Majeure event could 
result in delay of a payment obligation, in no case shall a Force Majeure Event excuse either Party from 
an obligation to pay money as required by this Agreement. 

17.4 Nothing in this Agreement shall require the non-performing Party to settle any labor dispute 
except as the non-performing Party, in its sole discretion, determines appropriate. 

18. Forecasts 

In addition to any other forecasts required by this Agreement, upon request by ABC, Core shall 
provide to ABC forecasts regarding the Services that Core expects to purchase from ABC, including, but 
not limited to, forecasts regarding the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase and 
the locations where such Services will be purchased. Such forecasts are proprietary and confidential 
under the terms of this Agreement, and distribution of the forecasts or information based on such 
forecasts shall be limited to those persons at ABC who need to know such information in order to 
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services that Core expects to purchase at the locations 
where such Services will be purchased. ABC shail exercise commercially reasonable best efforts to 
adequately provision the types and volumes of Services forecast by Core. 
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19. Fraud 

Neither party shall bear responsibility for, nor have any obligation to investigate or make 
adjustments to the other Party's account in cases of, fraud by the other Party's Customers or other third 
parties. Provided, however, that both Parties shall cooperate to discover and prevent fraud by each 
Party's Customers or other third parties. 

20. Good Faith Performance 
The Parties shall act in good faith in their performance of this Agreement. Except as othenwise 

expressly stated in this Agreement (including, but not limited to, where consent, approval, agreement or a 
similar action is stated to be within a Party's sole discretion), where consent, approval, mutual agreement 
or a similar action is required by any provision of this Agreement, such action shall not be unreasonably 
withheld, conditioned or delayed. 

21. Headings 
The headings used in the Agreement are inserted for convenience of reference only and are not 

intended to be a part of or to affect the meaning of the Agreement. 

22. Indemnification 

22.1 For the Services provided under this Agreement, each Party ("Indemnifying Party") shall 
indemnify, defend and hold harmless the other Party, it's Affiliates and their respective directors, officers 
and employees ("Indemnified Party"), the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, and the directors, officers and 
employees of the Indemnified Party and the Indemnified Party's Affiliates, from and against any and all 
Claims that arise out of bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, or destruction or loss of, 
tangible real and/or personal property, to the extent such injury, death, damage, destruction or loss, was 
caused by the gross negligence or intentionally wrongful acts or omissions of the Indemnifying Party, it's 
Affiliates, or their respective directors, officers, employees, Agents or contractors (excluding the 
Indemnified Party). 

22.2 An Indemnifying Party's obligations under this Section shall be conditioned upon the following: 

i. The Indemnified Party: (a) shall give the Indemnifying Party notice of the Claim promptly after 
becoming aware thereof (including a statement of facts known to the Indemnified Party related to the 
Claim and an estimate of the amount thereof); (b) prior to taking any material action with respect to the 
Claim, shall consult with the Indemnifying Party as to the procedure to be followed in defending, settling, 
or compromising the Claim; (c) shall not consent to any settlement or compromise of a Claim without the 
written consent of the Indemnifying Party; (d) shall permit the Indemnifying Party to assume the defense 
ofthe Claim (including, except as provided below, the compromise or settlement thereof) at the 
Indemnifying Party's own cost and expense. 

ii. If the Indemnified Party fails to comply with the requirements of this Section with respect to a 
Claim, to the extent such failure shall have a material adverse effect upon the Indemnifying Party, the 
Indemnifying Party shall be relieved of its obligation to indemnify, defend and hold harmless the 
Indemnified Person with respect to such Claim under this Agreement. 

iii. The Indemnifying Party shall have the authority to defend and settle any Claim subject to the 
conditions set forth below. 

a. With respect to any Claim, the Indemnified Party shall be entitled to participate with 
the Indemnifying Party in the defense of the Claim if the Claim requests equitable relief or other relief that 
could affect the rights of the Indemnified Party. In so participating, the Indemnified Person shall be 
entitled to employ separate counsel for such purposes at it's own expense. The Indemnified Party shall 
also be entitled to participate, at its own expense, in the defense of any Claim, as to any portion of the 
Claim as to which it is not entitled to be indemnified, defended and held harmless by the Indemnifying 
Party. The Indemnifying Party shall have no obligation to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the 
Indemnified Party as to any portion of such Claim. 
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b. In no event shall the Indemnifying Party settle a Claim or consent to any judgment 
with regard to a Claim without the prior written consent of the Indemnified Party, which shall not be 
unreasonably withheld, conditioned or delayed. In the event the settlement or judgment requires a 
contribution from or affects the rights of an Indemnified Party, the Indemnified Party shall have the right to 
refuse such settlement or judgment with respect to itself and, at its own cost and expense, take over the 
defense against the Claim, provided that in such event the Indemnifying Party shall not be responsible 
for, nor shall it be obligated to indemnify, defend or hold harmless the Indemnified Party against, the 
Claim for any amount in excess of such refused settlement or judgment. 

c. The Indemnified Party shall, in all cases, assert any and all defenses, including, but 
not limited to, affirmative defenses, defenses set forth in applicable Tariffs and Customer contracts, that 
limit liability to third persons as a bar to, or limitation on, any Claim or damages by a third-person 
claimant. 

d. The Indemnifying Party and the Indemnified Party shall offer each other all reasonable 
cooperation and assistance in the defense of any Claim. 
22.3 Except as otherwise provided above, each Party agrees that it will not implead or bring any action 
against the other Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or any of the directors, officers or employees of the 
other Party or the other Party's Affiliates, based on any claim by any person for personal injury or death 
that occurs in the course or scope of employment of such person by the other Party or the other Party's 
Affiliate and that arises out of performance of this Agreement, consistent with Applicable Law. 

22.4 Each Party's obligations under this Section shall survive expiration, cancellation or termination of 
this Agreement. 

23. Reserved for Future Use 

24, Intellectual Property 

24.1 Except as expressly stated In this Agreement, this Agreement shall not be construed as granting 
a license with respect to any patent, copyright, trade name, trademark, service mark, trade secret or any 
other intellectual property, now or hereafter owned, controlled or licensable by either Party. 

24.2 Except as expressly stated in this Agreement, neither Party may use any patent, copyrightable 
materials, trademark, trade name, trade secret or other intellectual property right, of the other Party 
except in accordance with the terms of a separate license agreement between the Parties granting such 
rights. 

24.3 Core shall use commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain from its vendors who have licensed 
intellectual property rights to ABC in connection with facilities and Services provided hereunder licenses 
under such intellectual property rights as necessary for ABC to use such facilities and Services as 
contemplated hereunder and at least in the same manner used by Core for the facilities and Services 
provided hereunder. Core shall notify ABC immediately in the event that Core believes it has used its 
commercially reasonable best efforts to obtain such rights but has been unsuccessful in obtaining such 
rights. Nothing in this Section shall be construed in any way to condition, limit or alter a Party's 
indemnification obligations underthis Agreement. 

24.4 NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS AGREEMENT, THE PARTIES 
AGREE THAT NEITHER PARTY HAS MADE, AND THAT THERE DOES NOT EXIST, ANY 
WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, THAT THE USE BY EACH PARTY OF THE OTHER'S 
SERVICES PROVIDED UNDER THIS AGREEMENT SHALL NOT GIVE RISE TO A CLAIM OF 
INFRINGEMENT, MISUSE, OR MISAPPROPRIATION OF ANY INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT. 

25. Joint Work Product 
The Agreement is the joint work product of the Parties, has been negotiated by the Parties, and 

shall be fairly interpreted in accordance with its terms. In the event of any ambiguities, no inferences 
shall be drawn against either Party. 
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26. Law Enforcement. 

26.1 Each Party may cooperate with law enforcement authorities and national security authorities to 
the full extent required or permitted by Applicable Law in matters related to Services provided by it under 
this Agreement, including, but not limited to, the production of records, the establishment of new lines or 
the installation of new services on an existing line in order to support law enforcement and/or national 
security operations, and, the installation of wiretaps, trap-and-trace facilities and equipment, and dialed 
number recording facilities and equipment. 

26.2 A Party shall not have the obligation to inform the other Party or the Customers of the other Party 
of actions taken in cooperating with law enforcement or national security authorities, except to the extent 
required by Applicable Law. 

26.3 Where a law enforcement authorities or national security authorities request relates to the 
establishment of lines (including, but not limited to, lines established to support interception of 
communications on other lines), or the installation of other services, facilities or arrangements, a Party 
may act to prevent the other Party from obtaining access to such information concerning such lines, 
services, facilities and arrangements, through operations support system interfaces. 

27. Liability 

27.1 As used in this Section, "Service Failure" means a failure to comply with a direction to install, 
restore or terminate Services under this Agreement, a failure to provide Services under this Agreement, 
and failures, mistakes, omissions, interruptions, delays, errors, defects or the like, occurring in the course 
of the provision of any Services under this Agreement. 

27.2 Except as otherwise stated in this Section, the liability, if any, of a Party, a Party's Affiliates, and 
the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party's Affiliates, to the other Party, the other 
Party's Customers, and to any other person, for Claims arising out of a Service Failure shall not exceed 
an amount equal to the pro rata applicable monthly charge for the Services that are subject to the Service 
Failure for the period in which such Service Failure occurs. 

27.3 For the Services provided under this Agreement, except as otherwise stated in this Section, a 
Party, a Party's Affiliates, and the directors, officers and employees of a Party and a Party's Affiliates, 
shall not be liable to the other Party , the other Party's Customers, or to any other person, in connection 
with this Agreement (including, but not limited to, in connection with a Service Failure or any breach, 
delay or failure in performance, of this Agreement) for special, indirect, incidental, consequential, reliance, 
exemplary, punitive, or like damages, including, but not limited to, damages for lost revenues, profits or 
savings, or other commercial or economic loss, even if the person whose liability is excluded by this 
Section has been advised of the possibility of such damages. 

27.4 The limitations and exclusions of liability stated in this Section shall apply regardless of the form 
of a claim or action, whether statutory, in contract, warranty, strict liability, tort (including, but not limited 
to, negligence of a Party), or otherwise. 

27.5 Nothing contained in this Section shall exclude or iimit liability: 

27.5.1 under Sections dealing with Indemnification, or, Taxes; 

27.5.2 for any obligation to indemnify, defend and/or hold harmless that a Party may have under this 
Agreement; 

27.5.3 for damages arising out of or resulting from bodily injury to or death of any person, or damage to, 
or destruction or loss of, tangible real and/or personal property of any person, or Toxic or Hazardous 
Substances, to the extent such damages are otherwise recoverable under Applicable Law; 

27.5.4 for a claim for infringement of any patent, copyright, trade name, trade mark, service mark, or 
other intellectual property interest; 
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27.5.5 under Sections 251, 252, 258 and 271 of the Act or anv order of FCC or the Commission 
impiementing those Sections; or under Section 258 of tho Act or any ordor of the FCC or tho Commission 
implomonting Section 258; 

27.5.6 under the financial incentive or remedy provisions of any service quality plan required by the FCC 
or the Commission; or, 

27.5.7 caused by the-gross negligence or intentionally wrongful acts or omissions. 

27.6 In the event that the liability of a Party, a Party's Affiliate, or a director, officer or employee of a 
Party or a Party's Affiliate, is limited and/or excluded under both this Section and a provision of an 
applicable Tariff, the liability of the Party or other person shall be limited to the smaller of the amounts for 
which such Party or other person would be liable under this Section or the Tariff provision. 

27.7 Each Party shall, in its tariffs and other contracts with its Customers, provide that in no case shall 
the other Party, the other Party's Affiliates, or the directors, officers or employees of the other Party or the 
other Party's Affiliates, be liable to such Customers or other third persons for any special, indirect, 
incidental, consequential, reliance, exemplary, punitive or other damages, arising out of a Service Failure. 

28. Network Management 

28.1 Cooperation. The Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to install 
and maintain a reliable network. ABC and Core will exchange appropriate information {e.g., network 
information, maintenance contact numbers, escalation procedures, and information required to comply 
with requirements of law enforcement and national security agencies) to achieve this desired reliability. In 
addition, the Parties will work cooperatively in a commercially reasonable manner to apply sound network 
management principles to alleviate and/or prevent traffic congestion. 

28.2 Responsibility for Following Standards. Each Party recognizes a responsibility to follow the 
standards that may be agreed to between the Parties and to employ characteristics and methods of 
operation that will not interfere with or impair the service, network or facilities of the other Party or any 
third parties connected with or involved directly in the network or facilities of the other. 

28.3 Interference or Impairment. If a Party ("Impaired Party") reasonably determines that the services, 
network, facilities, or methods of operation of the other Party ("Interfering Party") will or are likely to 
significantly degrade the Impaired Party's provision of services or the operation of the Impaired Party's 
network or facilities, the Impaired Party may interrupt or suspend service provided to the interfering party 
to the extent necessary to prevent such interference or impairment, subject to the following: 

i. The Impaired Party must notify the Interfering Party and allow that Party a reasonable 
opportunity to correct the problem. 

ii. Where the Impaired Party does not know the precise cause of the interference or impairment, 
it must notify each Carrier that may have caused or contributed to the problem. 

iii. Except in emergency situations (e.g., situations involving a risk of bodily injury to persons or 
damage to tangible property, or an interruption in Customer service) or as otherwise provided in this 
Agreement, the Impaired Party shall provide the Interfering Party at least ten (10) days' prior written 
notice of the interference or impairment or potential interference or impairment and the need to correct 
the condition within said time period; 

iv. Where the interference or impairment asserted by the Impaired Party remains unresolved by 
the Interfering Party after ten (10) days, the Impaired Party must establish with specific and verifiable 
information that a particular service, network, facility or method of operation of the Interfering Party is 
causing the significant degradation. 

v. Where the Impaired Party demonstrates that a particular service, network, facility or method of 
operation of the Interfering Party is significantly degrading the performance of the Impaired Party's 
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provision of services, the Interfering Party shall discontinue deployment of that service and correct the 
interference or impairment or migrate its Customers to technologies that will not significantly degrade the 
performance of other such services. Upon correction of the interference or impairment, the Impaired 
Party will promptly restore the interrupted or suspended Service. The Impaired Party shall not be 
obligated to provide an out-of-service credit allowance or other compensation to the Interfering Party in 
connection with the suspended Service unless Service was improperly interrupted or suspended by the 
Impaired Party. 

28.4 Outage Repair Standard. In the event of an outage or trouble in any Service being provided by a 
Party hereunder, the Providing Party will follow industry standard procedures for isolating and clearing the 
outage or trouble in a manner consistent with its obligations to act in a non-discriminatory manner. 

29. Notice of Network Changes 

If a Party makes a change in the information necessary for the transmission and routing of services using 
that Party's facilities or network, or any other change in its facilities or network that will materially affect 
the interoperability of its facilities or network with the other Party's facilities or network, the Party making 
the change shall provide notice to the other Party of the change at least ninety (90) days in advance of 
such change; provided, however, that if an earlier publication of notice of a change is required by 
Applicable Law, notice shall be given at the time required by Applicable Law. 

30. Notices 

30.1 Except as otherwise provided in this Agreement, notices given by one Party to the other Party 
under this Agreement: 

30.1.1 shall be in writing; 

30.1.2 shall be delivered (a) personally, (b) by express delivery service with next Business Day delivery, 
or (c) by certified or registered U.S. mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid; and 

30.1.3 shall be delivered to the following addresses of the Parties: 

To: Core Communications, Inc. 
209 West Street, Suite 302 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

with a copy to: 

To: ABC Telephone Company 

with a copy to: 

Thomas Thomas Armstrong & Niesen 
212 Locust Street 
P. O. Box 9500 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-9500 
Telephone Number: 717-255-7600 



DRAFT - For Discussion Purposes Page 20 of 44 

or to such other address(s) as either Party may designate from time to time by proper notice. 

30.2 Notices will be deemed given as of the earlier of (a) where there is personal delivery of the notice, 
the date of actual receipt, (b) where the notice is sent via express delivery service for next Business Day 
delivery, the next Business Day after the notice is sent, and (c) where notice is sent via certified or 
registered U.S. mail, the date of receipt shown on the Postal Service receipt. 

31. Performance Standards 

31.1 ABC shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by 
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law. 

31.2 Core shall provide Services under this Agreement in accordance with the standards required by 
this Agreement, industry standards, and Applicable Law. 

31.3 To the extent that Core requests interconnection services or network arrangements for the 
exchange of Telecommunications traffic or any other services pursuant to this Agreement and the 
fulfillment of that request would involve service or network arrangements beyond that which ABC provides 
for its own services or with any other carrier, ABC may, at its option, provide such superior arrangements 
under the condition that Core shall be responsible for any additional costs that may arise for the 
provisioning and operation of such superior arrangements. 

32. Point of Contact for Core Customers 

32.1 Core shall establish telephone numbers and mailing addresses at which Core Customers may 
communicate with Core and shall advise Core Customers of these telephone numbers and mailing 
addresses. 

32.2 Except as otherwise agreed to by ABC, ABC shall have no obligation, and may decline, to accept 
a communication from a Core Customer, including, but not limited to, a Core Customer request for repair 
or maintenance of an ABC Service provided to Core. To the extent the correct provider can be 
determined, misdirected calls received by either Party will be referred to the proper Service provider. 

33. Publicity and Use of Trademarks or Service Marks 

33.1 A Party, its Affiliates, and their respective contractors and Agents, shall not use the other Party's 
trademarks, service marks, logos or other proprietary trade dress, in connection with the sale of products 
or services, or in any advertising, press releases, publicity matters or other promotional materials, unless 
the other Party has given its written consent for such use, which consent the other Party may grant or 
withhold in its sole discretion. 

33.2 Neither Party may imply any direct or indirect affiliation with or sponsorship or endorsement of it 
or its services or products by the other Party. 

34. References 

34.1 All references to Sections, Appendices and Exhibits shall be deemed to be references to 
Sections, Appendices and Exhibits of this Agreement unless the context shall otherwise require. 

342 Unless the context shall otherwise require, any reference to a Tariff, agreement, technical or 
other document (including ABC or third party guides, practices or handbooks), or provision of Applicable 
Law, is to such Tariff, agreement, document, or provision of Applicable Law, as amended and 
supplemented from time to time (and, in the case of a Tariff or provision of Applicable Law, to any 
successor Tariff or provision). 

35. Relationship of the Parties 

35.1 The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement shall be that of independent contractors and 
nothing herein shall be construed as creating any other relationship between the Parties. 
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35.2 Nothing contained in this Agreement shall make either Party the employee of the other, create a 
partnership, joint venture, or other similar relationship between the Parties, or grant to either Party a 
franchise, distributorship or similar interest. 

35.3 Except for provisions herein expressly authorizing a Party to act for another Party, nothing in this 
Agreement shall constitute a Party as a legal representative or Agent of the other Party, nor shall a Party 
have the right or authority to assume, create or incur any liability or any obligation of any kind, express or 
implied, against, in the name or on behalf of the other Party unless otherwise expressly permitted by such 
other Party in writing, which permission may be granted or withheld by the other Party in its sole 
discretion. 

35.4 Each Party shall have sole authority and responsibility to hire, fire, compensate, supervise, and 
otherwise control its employees. Agents and contractors. Each Party shall be solely responsible for 
payment of any Social Security or other taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to pay in conjunction 
with its employees, Agents and contractors, and for withholding and remitting to the applicable taxing 
authorities any taxes that it is required by Applicable Law to collect from its employees. 

35.5 Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Agreement, no Party undertakes to perform any 
obligation of the other Party, whether regulatory or contractual, or to assume any responsibility for the 
management of the other Party's business. 

35.6 The relationship of the Parties under this Agreement is a non-exclusive relationship. 

36. Reservation of Rights 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Agreement, neither Party waives, and each Party 
hereby expressly reserves, its rights: (a) to appeal or otherwise seek the reversal of and changes in any 
arbitration decision associated with this Agreement; (b) to challenge the lawfulness of this Agreement and 
any provision of this Agreement; (c) to seek changes in this Agreement (including, but not limited to, 
changes in rates, charges and the Services that must be offered) through changes in Applicable Law; 
and, (d) to challenge the lawfulness and propriety of, and to seek to change, any Applicable Law, 
including, but not limited to any rule, regulation, order or decision of the Commission, the FCC, or a court 
of applicable jurisdiction. Nothing in this Agreement shall be deemed to limit or prejudice any position a 
Party has taken or may take before the Commission, the FCC, any other state or federal regulatory or 
legislative bodies, courts of applicable jurisdiction, or industry fora. The provisions of this Section shall 
survive the expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement. 

37. Subcontractors 

A Party may use a contractor (including, but not limited to, an Affiliate ofthe Party) to perform the 
Party's obligations under this Agreement; provided, that a Party's use of a contractor shall not release the 
Party from any duty or liability to fulfill the Party's obligations under this Agreement. 

38. Successors and Assigns 

This Agreement shall be binding on and inure to the benefit of the Parties and their respective 
legal successors and permitted assigns. 

39. Survival 

The rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party for acts or omissions occurring prior to the 
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party 
under any provision of this Agreement regarding confidential information, indemnification or defense, or 
limitation or exclusion of liability, and the rights, liabilities and obligations of a Party under any provision of 
this Agreement which by its terms or nature is intended to continue beyond or to be performed after the 
expiration, cancellation or termination of this Agreement, shall survive the expiration, cancellation or 
termination of this Agreement. 
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40. Taxes 

40.1 In General. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if any federal, state or local tax, 
fee, surcharge or other tax-like charge (a "Tax") is required or permitted by Applicable Law or a Tariff to 
be collected from the Purchasing Party by the Providing Party, then (a) the Providing Party shall properly 
bill the Purchasing Party for such Tax, (b) the Purchasing Party shall timely remit such Tax to the 
Providing Party and (c) the Providing Party shall timely remit such collected Tax to the applicable taxing 
authority. 

40.2 Taxes Imposed on the Providing Party. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services, if 
any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the receipts of the Providing Party, and 
such Applicable Law permits the Providing Party to exclude certain receipts received from sales for resale 
to a public utility, distributor, telephone company, local exchange carrier, telecommunications company or 
other communications company {"Telecommunications Company"), such exclusion being based solely on 
the fact that the Purchasing Party is also subject to a tax based upon receipts {"Receipts Tax"), then the 
Purchasing Party (a) shall provide the Providing Party with written notice of its intent to pay the Receipts 
Tax and (b) shall timely pay the Receipts Tax to the applicable tax authority. 

40.3 Taxes Imposed on Customers. With respect to any purchase hereunder of Services that are 
resold to a third party, if any federal, state or local Tax is imposed by Applicable Law on the subscriber, 
End User, Customer or ultimate consumer ("Subscribe^ in connection with any such purchase, which a 
Telecommunications Company is required to impose and/or collect from a Subscriber, then the 
Purchasing Party (a) shall be required to impose and/or collect such Tax from the Subscriber and (b) shall 
timely remit such Tax to the applicable taxing authority. 

40.4 Liability for Uncollected Tax, Interest and Penalty. If the Providing Party has not received an 
exemption certificate from the Purchasing Party and the Providing Party fails to bill the Purchasing Party 
for any Tax as required by this Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, 
(a) the Purchasing Party shall remain liable for such unbilled Tax and (b) the Providing Party shall be 
liable for any interest assessed thereon and any penalty assessed with respect to such unbilled Tax by 
such authority. If the Providing Party properly bills the Purchasing Party for any Tax but the Purchasing 
Party fails to remit such Tax to the Providing Party as required by this Section, then, as between the 
Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncollected Tax 
and any interest assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax 
by the applicable taxing authority. If the Providing Party does not collect any Tax as required by this 
Section because the Purchasing Party has provided such Providing Party with an exemption certificate 
that is later found to be inadequate by a taxing authority, then, as between the Providing Party and the 
Purchasing Party, the Purchasing Party shall be liable for such uncollected Tax and any interest 
assessed thereon, as well as any penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the 
applicable taxing authority. If the Purchasing Party fails to pay the Receipts Tax as required by this 
Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, (x) the Providing 

Party shall be liable for any Tax imposed on its receipts and (y) the Purchasing Party shal! be liable for 
any interest assessed thereon and any penalty assessed upon the Providing Party with respect to such 
Tax by such authority. If the Purchasing Party fails to impose and/or collect any Tax from Subscribers as 
required by this Section, then, as between the Providing Party and the Purchasing Party, the Purchasing 
Party shall remain liable for such uncollected Tax and any interest assessed thereon, as well as any 
penalty assessed with respect to such uncollected Tax by the applicable taxing authority. With respect to 
any Tax that the Purchasing Party has agreed to pay, or is required to impose on and/or collect from 
Subscribers, the Purchasing Party agrees to indemnify and hold the Providing Party harmless on an after­
tax basis for any costs incurred by the Providing Party as a result of actions taken by the applicable taxing 
authority to recover the Tax from the Providing Party due to the failure of the Purchasing Party to timely 
pay, or collect and timely remit, such Tax to such authority. In the event either Party is audited by a 
taxing authority, the other Party agrees to cooperate fully with the Party being audited in order to respond 
to any audit inquiries in a proper and timely manner so that the audit and/or any resulting controversy 
may be resolved expeditiously. 

40.5 Tax exemptions and Exemption Certificates. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase 
hereunder from a Tax, and if such Applicable Law also provides an exemption procedure, such as an 
exemption-certificate requirement, then, if the Purchasing Party complies with such procedure, the 



DRAFT -- For Discussion Purposes Page 23 of 44 

Providing Party shall not collect such Tax during the effective period of such exemption. Such exemption 
shail be effective upon receipt o f the exemption certificate or affidavit in accordance with the terms set 
forth herein. If Applicable Law clearly exempts a purchase hereunder from a Tax, but does not also 
provide an exemption procedure, then the Providing Party shall not collect such Tax if the Purchasing 
Party (a) furnishes the Providing Party with a letter signed by an officer requesting such an exemption 
and citing the provision in the Applicable Law which clearly allows such exemption and (b) supplies the 
Providing Party with an indemnification agreement, reasonably acceptable to the Providing Party (e.g., an 
agreement commonly used in the industry), which holds the Providing Party harmless on an after-tax 
basis with respect to its forbearing to collect such Tax. 

40.6 All notices, affidavits, exemption-certificates or other communications required or permitted to be 
given by either Party to the other for purposes of this Section shall be made in writing and shall be 
delivered in person or sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, or registered mail, or a courier 
service providing proof of service, and sent to the addressees set forth in the Notices Section of this 
Agreement, as well as to the following: 

To ABC: 

To Core: 
209 West Street, Suite 302 
Annapolis, MD 21401 

Either Party may from time to time designate another address or other addressees by giving notice in 
accordance with the terms of this Section. Any notice or other communication shall be deemed to be 
given when received. 

41 . Technology Upgrades 

41.1 ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services, including those facilities 
and Services used by Core pursuant to this Agreement, at a level of quality that is equal to that which 
ABC provides to itself, it's Affiliates, and any third parties in accordance with the requirements of the Act. 
At a minimum, ABC shall provide, maintain, repair or replace its facilities and Services in accordance with 
the same technical criteria and service standards that are used within it's own network on terms and 
conditions that are just, reasonable and nondiscriminatory in accordance with the terms and conditions of 
this Agreement and Applicable Law. 

41.2 ABC shall have the right to deploy, upgrade, migrate and maintain its network to the extent 
permitted by Applicable Law. Nothing in this Agreement shall limit ABC's ability to modify its network 
through the incorporation of new equipment or software or otherwise. 

42. Territory 

42.1 This Agreement applies solely to the geographic territory in which ABC operates as an Incumbent 
Local Exchange Carrier in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

42.2 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, ABC may terminate this Agreement as to 
a specific operating territory or portion thereof if ABC sells or otherwise transfers its operations in such 
territory or portion thereof to a third-person. ABC shall provide Core with at least 90 calendar days prior 
written notice of such termination, which shall be effective upon the date specified in the notice. After 
such termination, ABC shall be obligated to provide Services under this Agreement only within the 
remaining territory. 

43. Third Party Beneficiaries 

Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, this Agreement is for the sole benefit of the 
Parties and their permitted assigns, and nothing herein shall create or be construed to provide any third-
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persons with any remedy, claim, liability, reimbursement, claim of action, or other right in excess of those 
existing by reference in this Agreement. 

44. Filing of Agreement 

The Parties understand and agree that this Agreement will be filed with the Commission. 

45. 252(i) Obligations 
To the extent required by law, each Party shall comply with section 252{i) of the Act. 

46. Use of Service 

Each Party shall make commercially reasonable efforts to ensure that its Customers, comply with 
the provisions of this Agreement (including, but not limited to the provisions of applicable Tariffs) 
applicable to the use of Services purchased by it under this Agreement. 

47. No Waiver 

Except as otherwise set forth in this Agreement, a failure or delay of either Party to enforce any of 
the provisions of this Agreement, or any right or remedy available under this Agreement or at law or in 
equity, or to require performance of any of the provisions of this Agreement, or to exercise any option 
which is provided under this Agreement, shall in no way be construed to be a waiver of such provisions, 
rights, remedies or options. The Parties acknowledge that ABC is a Rural Telephone Company as that 
term is defined in the Act. This Agreement does not affect and ABC does not waive any rights, including, 
but not limited to, the rights afforded a Rural Telephone Company under 47 USC Section 251 (f). Nothing 
in this Agreement shall be construed to suggest any agreement by either Party that any of the terms and 
conditions, service arrangements, or network arrangements are actually required by Applicable Law or 
that any of the provisions in this Agreement would otherwise be subject to arbitration in Section 252 of the 
Act. 

48. Warranties 

EXCEPT AS EXPRESSLY STATED IN THIS AGREEMENT, NEITHER PARTY MAKES OR 
RECEIVES ANY WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THE SERVICES 
PROVIDED, OR TO BE PROVIDED, UNDER THIS AGREEMENT AND THE PARTIES DISCLAIM ANY 
OTHER WARRANTIES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, 
WARRANTIES OF FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE WARRANTIES AGAINST 
INFRINGEMENT, AND WARRANTIES ARISING BY TRADE CUSTOM, TRADE USAGE, COURSE OF 
DEALING OR PERFORMANCE, OR OTHERWISE. 

49. Entire Agreement 

This Agreement and any Attachments, Exhibits, Schedules, or tariffs which are incorporated 
herein by this reference, sets forth the entire understanding and supersedes prior agreements between 
the Parties relating to the subject matter contained herein and merges all prior discussions between them, 
and neither Party shall be bound by any definition, condition, provision, representation, warranty, 
covenant or promise other than as expressly stated in this Agreement or as is contemporaneously or 
subsequently set forth in writing and executed by a duly authorized officer or representative of the Party 
to be bound thereby. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 
66 
ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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ATTACHMENT A 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

1. Dialing Parity - Section 251 (b)(3) 
Each Party shall provide the other Party with nondiscriminatory access to such services and 

information as are necessary to allow the other Party to implement local Dialing Parity in accordance with 
the requirements of Section 251 (b)(3) of the Act. 

2. Directory Listing and Directory Distribution 
ABC will provide directory services to Core. Such services will be provided in accordance with 

the terms set forth herein. 

2.1 Listing Information. 

As used herein, "Listing Information" means a Core Customer's primary name, address (including 
city, state and zip code), telephone number(s), the delivery address and number of directories to be 
delivered, and, in the case of a business Customer, the primary business heading under which the 
business Customer desires to be placed, and any other information ABC deems necessary for the 
publication and delivery of directories. 

2.2 Listing Information Supply. 

Core shall provide to ABC on a regularly scheduled basis, at no charge, and in a format required 
by ABC or by a mutually agreed upon standard, all Listing Information and the service address for each 
Core Customer whose service address location falls within the geographic area covered by the ABC 
directory. Core shall also provide to ABC on a daily basis, (a) information showing ABC Customers who 
have disconnected or terminated their service with Core; and (b) delivery information for each non-listed 
or non-published Core Customer to enable ABC to perform its directory distribution responsibilities. 

2.3 Listing Inclusion and Distribution. 

ABC shall include, on a nondiscriminatory basis and consistent with any obligations it may have 
under Applicable Law, each Core Customer's Primary Listing in all appropriate alphabetical directories 
(both print and electronic) and, for business Customers, in the appropriate classified (Yellow Pages) 
directories in accordance with the directory configuration, scope and schedules determined by ABC in its 
sole discretion, and shall provide initial distribution of such directories to such Core Customers in the 
same manner it provides initial distribution of such directories to its own Customers. "Primary Listing" 
means a Customer's primary name, address, and telephone number. Listings of Core's Customers shall 
be interfiled with listings of ABC's Customers and the Customers of other LECs included in the ABC 
directories. Core shall pay the charges set forth in the Pricing Attachment for all Primary listings and 
additional alphabetical listings and other alphabetical services (e.g. caption arrangements) for Core's 
Customers. ABC will not require a minimum number of listings per order. 

2.4 ABC Information. 

Upon request by Core, ABC shall make available to Core the following information to the extent 
that ABC provides such information to its own business offices: a directory list of relevant NXX codes, 
directory close dates, publishing data, and Yellow Pages headings. ABC also will make available to 
Core, upon written request, a copy of ABC's alphabetical listings standards and specifications manual. 

2.5 Confidentiality of Listing Information. 

ABC shall accord Core Listing Information the same level of confidentiality that ABC accords its 
own listing information, and shall use such Listing Information solely for the purpose of providing 
directory-related services; provided, however, that should ABC elect to do so, it may use or license Core 
Listing Information for directory publishing, direct marketing, or any other purpose for which ABC uses or 
licenses its own listing information, so long as ABC Customers are not separately identified as such. 
Core shall not be obligated to compensate ABC for ABC's use or licensing of Core Listing Information. 
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2.6 Accuracy. 

Both Parties shall use commercially reasonable efforts to ensure the accurate publication of Core 
Customer listings. At Core's request, ABC shall provide Core with a report, in a format specified by ABC, 
of all Core's Customer listings normally no more than ninety (90) days and no less than thirty (30) days 
prior to the service order close date for the applicable directory. ABC shall process any corrections made 
by Core with respect to its listings, provided such corrections are received prior to the close date of the 
particular directory. Core shall pay ABC for the listing reports at the rates set forth in the Pricing 
Attachment. 

2.7 Indemnification. 

Core shall adhere to all practices, standards, and ethical requirements established by ABC with 
regard to listings. By providing ABC with Listing Information, Core represents to ABC that Core has the 
right to provide such Listing Information to ABC on behalf of its Customers. Core agrees to release, 
defend, hold harmless and indemnify ABC from and against any and all claims, losses, damages, suits, or 
other actions, or any liability whatsoever, suffered, made, instituted, or asserted by any person arising out 
of ABC's publication or dissemination of the Listing Information as provided by Core hereunder. 

2.8 Liability. 

ABC's liability to Core in the event of a ABC error in or omission of a listing shall not exceed the 
lesser of the amount of charges actually paid by Core for such listing or the amount by which ABC would 
be liable to its own Customer. 

2.9 Directory Publication. 

Nothing in this Agreement shall require ABC to publish a directory where it would not otherwise 
do so. 

3. Intercept and Referral Announcements 

3.1 When a Customer changes its service provider from ABC to Core, or from Core to ABC, and does 
not retain its original telephone number, the Party formerly providing service to such Customer shall 
provide a referral announcement ("Referral Announcement") on the abandoned telephone number which 
provides the Customer's new number or other appropriate information, to the extent known to the Party 
formerly providing service. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a Party shall not be obligated under this 
Section to provide a Referral Announcement if the Customer owes the Party unpaid overdue amounts or 
the Customer requests that no Referral Announcement be provided. 

3.2 Referral Announcements shall be provided for a period of time for business Customers and 
residential Customers in accordance with the same time period and terms specified in ABC's tariff and/or 
pursuant to ABC's general business practices. Except as otherwise provided by Applicable Law, the 
period for a referral may be shortened by the Party formerly providing service if a number shortage 
condition requires reassignment of the telephone number. This referral announcement will be provided 
by each Party at no charge to the other Party; provided that the Party formerly providing sen/ice may bill 
the Customer its standard Tariff charge, if any, for the referral announcement. 

3.3 ABC Access to Information Related to Core Customers. ABC shall have the right to access, use 
and disclose information related to Core Customers that is in ABC's possession to the extent such 
access, use and/or disclosure has been authorized by the Core Customer in the manner required by 
Applicable Law. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Titie: 

Date: Date: 
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ATTACHMENT B 

INTERCONNECTION ATTACHMENT 

1. Scope of Traffic 

This Attachment describes the arrangements that may be utilized by the Parties for 
interconnection of their respective networks for the transmission and routing of Local Traffictelephone 
exchange services and exchange access. Network Intorconnoction wiil bo provided by the Portios at any 
mutually ogrooable point within ABC's incumbont Locol-Exchange Carrier network-within oach LATA. It is 
Core's rocponsibility to establish an Interconnection Point at o point within ABC's insumbent local 
oxchango carrier network. The Parties will utilize the interconnection method as specified below unless 
otherwise mutually agreed to in writing by the Parties. 

1.1 The Parties agree that they will deliver to each other over the interconnection facilities the 
following traffic: (1) Local TrafficSection 251fbM5) Traffic: (2) Core originated Local-Section 251(b)(5) 
Traffic that is transited through ABC for delivery to telecommunications carriers that are listed in the 
LERG as subtending the ABC tandem; (3) LocalSection 251(b)(5) Traffic originated by third party carriers 
that are listed in the LERG as subtending the ABC tandem and is transited by ABC and delivered to Core; 
and-(4) Loeal-lntemetISP-Bound Traffic: and (4) Exchange Access Traffic. 

Each Partv shall provide interconnection to the other Partv. in accordance with this Agreement, 
and in accordance with the standards and requirements governing interconnection set forth in 47 U.S.C. 
5251. FCC implementino regulations, and state law ooverning interconnection, at (i) anv technically 
feasible point and/or (ii) a fiber meet point to which the Parties mutually agree under the terms of this 
Agreement. 

Core shall have the sole right and discretion to initiate interconnection in each LATA bv 

submitting a written reguest to ABC designating the following: 

(a) a CLLI code for Core's designated interconnection point ("IP"); and 

(b) a proposed IP for the deiiverv of Core's originating interconnection traffic to ABC. 

Within ten (10) davs of Core's written request. ABC shall provide Core with the CLLI code of ABC's 
designated IP. 

Pursuant to Core's written request for interconnection in each LATA, each partv shall designate 
an Interconnection Point ("IP") on its own network at which the designating party shall arrange to receive 
the other party's originating interconnection traffic. Each partv shall have a duty to provide for the 
transport and delivery of interconnection traffic to the other party at the other party's IP. 

1.2 The-Partles-shall-mako available to each-other two-way-trunks-fer-the two way oxehar 
Traffic and Local Intornot Traffic. 

1.3 Each Party agrees that it will not pfovision ony of its services in a-manner thot will result in, or 
pormits, the circumvention of the application of intrastato or interstato accoss chorgos by the othor Party 
including, but not limitod to, tho rosale to third portios or tho assignmont of NPA NXX numbers associated 
with one Rato Conter for Customors that obtoin local exchango sorvico in a differont Rate Contor. Each 
Pafty-agfoos that-it-will not provision any of its sorvices in a manner-tba^wtll-result in, or permlt&r-the 

?ss-ehar§es by tho other Party through 
pocifiod Local Sorvice Exchongo Areas botwoon 
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originate and terminate to Customors with 
area of ABC is subject to originating and termination chorgos assossod by ABC pursuant to ABC's 
intrastate-Of-interstate-Switchod Exchango Access Sorvice tapiffg-fegaFdle&s-ofW^ethe^tfre-traffl&rr 
have-been-converted to Internot Protocol or any-othor transmission protocot-dunng-the-routlng-and 
transmission of the-oaUr 
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1.4 Both Parties warrant that thoy wilk-(a) assign telephone numbors in a mannor consistont with this 
Agreomont to Customers that obtain local exchange servico in tho Roto Contor Aroos associated with tho 
tetephono numbor; (b) provision thoir local oxchango corrior services in a mannor that tho resulting traffic 
exshangod between the-Portios pursuant to this Agreement will be confined to the scope of the traffic-as 
set-forth in this Soction; (c) adopt tho Rate Contor oroas for the assignmont of telephone numbers that 
are idonticai to those usod by tho incumbent local oxchango carriors that sorvo tho Local Service 
Exchango Aroas related to tho Locol Traffic oxohangod pursuant to this Agreement; (d) assign wholo 
NXX Codes to each Rato Contor, or where, opplicoble, thousand number blocks within o NXX Code 
assignod to that Rate Contor; ond (o) subject to soction 1.2 below, provido Calling Party Number on 
Gt^stemcr originated traffic dolivorod to the othor Party. Both Partios ogroo thot thoy will onginoor their 
respoctive networks and design their respective systems to-dolivor traffic in complianco with4hts 
Agr^ementr 

1.5 If oither Party violatos Section 1.4 abovo, tho other Porty shall bo ontitlod to chorgo originating 
ond torminating access charges as appropriate for traffic associated with such violationsr 

1.6 Both Parties agree only to deliver traffic to the other Party pursuant to and consistent with the 
terms of this Agreement, it shall be a default of this Agreement for a Party to deliver, over the connecting 
facilities, and traffic other than the traffic that is within the scope and consistent with the terms of this 
Agreement. 

1.7 Each Party is solely responsible for the receipt and transmission of 911 /E911 traffic originated by 
its End Users of its Telephone Exchange Services. The Parties acknowledge and affirm that calls to 
911/E911 services shall NOT be routed over the trunk groups established between the Parties pursuant 
to this Agreement. To the extent that a Party incorrectly routes such traffic over such arrangements, that 
Party shall fully indemnify and hold harmless the other Party for any claims, including claims of third 
parties, related to such calls. 

2. Methods for Interconnection and Trunk Types 

2.1 Methods for Interconnection. 

2.1.1 The Parties shall interconnect their networks within ABC's service area at the IP set forth in 
Appendix A. 

2.1.1.1 Core shall be permitted to use a third party carrier's special access facility services for purposes 
of establishing interconnection with ABC at the IP. Core shall be responsible for the payment to any third 
party carrier for special access charges for such facilities. 

2.1.1.2 Core shall also be permitted to use a third party's switched transit services as the means to 
exchange Locol Troffic-and-Losal-lnternet TraffisSection 251(b)(5) and ISP-Bound Traffic with ABC at the 
IP provided that: (1) the third party carrier has in place contractual agreements with ABC which sets forth 
the terms and conditions under which the third party carrier will provide intermediary switched services for 
the exchange of traffic between the Parties pursuant to this Agreement; (2) Core ic rosponsible-fep4he 
costs acsociatod with any chorgos tho intermodiary third party may assess for the transit sorvices 
provided for tho oxchango of troffic botwoon tho Parties pursuant to this Agreement; and (3) tho specific 
third party and the doscription of such third porty arrangement is set forth in Appendix A. Moreover, the 
use of such third party switched transit services for the exchange of traffic between the Parties pursuant 
to this Agreement shall be limited to the condition that the total traffic between the Parties does not 
exceed one (1) DS-1 level volume of traffic. If the volume of traffic exceeds one (1) DS-1 level of traffic, 
ABC may provide notice to Core, and Core shall be required, within ninety (90) days after such notice, to 
provision either Core's own direct facilities to the IP or to provision special access facilities as set forth in 
Section 2.1.1.1. This Agreement does not require either Party to use the intermediary services of a third 
party. 
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2.1.2 Each Party shall make available to the other Party trunks at the IP over which tho othor Party can 
deliver traffic that is within tho scopo of this Agroomont. Each Party is responsible for the costs ond 
expenses on its side of the IP. 

2.1.3 TheWhere both Parties have the capability, the Parties shall utilize SS7 Signaling, which is the 
common channel out-of-band signaling (CCS) protocol developed by the Consultative Committee for 
International Telephone and Telegraph (CCITT) and the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 
The Parties currontly utilizo SS7 out of bond signaling protocol ond agree to continue to exchongo traffic 
using SS7 signaling paramotors including, but not limitod to ISDN User Part ("ISUP"), Signaling Points 
including STPs, SSPs, and SCPs, and any othor SS7 parametors necessary or desirable for the 
oxchanao of traffic. If either or both parties do not have SS7 capability, then the parties shall utilize multi-
frequency ("MF") signaling. 

2.1.3.1 Where SS7 is used. Tthe Parties agree to cooperate on the exchange of all appropriate SS7 
messages for call set-up, including Integrated Services Digital Network User Part ("ISUP") and 
Transaction Capability User Part ("TCAP") messages, to facilitate full interoperability of all CLASS 
features and functions between their respective networks. The parties shall include the Jurisdiction 
Information Parameter ("JIP") in the Initial Address Message ("IAM"), containing a Local Exchange 
Routing Guide-assigned NPA-NXX (6 digits) identifying the originating switch on calls that they originate. 

2.1.3.2 Neither Party shall intentionally substitute or generate incorrect ANl, CPN or SS7 parameters on 
traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement. Upon determination that a Party has intentionally 
substituted or generated such incorrect parameters on traffic exchanged pursuant to this Agreement, the 
offending Party shall pay the other Party the difference between compensation paid (if any) and 
applicable access charges, plus interest due under the terms of the applicable access tariff from the date 
the traffic would have been billed if such parameters had been passed unaltered. In addition, the Parties 
acknowledge that a violation of this paragraph would cause the other Party to incur expenses to identify 
and correct the affected call records, and that such incidental expenses would be difficult to quantify; 
therefore, in lieu of recovery of such expenses, the offending Party shall pay the other Party liquidated 
damages of $1.00 per affected call record. 

2.2 Trunk Types. 
In interconnecting their networks pursuant to this Attachment, the Parties will use, as appropriate, 

the following separate and distinct trunk groups; 

2.2.1 Interconnection Trunks for the transmission and routing of Loeal-Sect ion 251 fb)(5) Traffic and 
Local IntornetlSP-Bound Traffic. The Partios agroo thot tho Intorconnoction Trunk Groups will bo installed 
and utilizod as two way. 

2.2.2 Tandem Transit Trunks for the transmission and routing of Tandem Transit Traffic. The Porties 
agree that the Tandem Transit Trunks will bo two way trunksr 

Exchange Access Trunks for transmission and routing of InterLATA and IntraLATA Toll Traffic. 

2.3 Trunk Arrangements. 

2.3.1 For each trunk group with a utilization level of less than sixty percent (60%) for three consecutive 
months, unless the Parties agree otherwise, ABC may disconnect a sufficient number of the available 
trunks to attain a utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%), however, the trunks will be 
grouped in multiples of 24 trunks for the purpose of determining utilization levels. The minimum utilization 
level of sixty percent (60%) is not required until trunk groups have been in service for at least six (6) 
months. 

2.3.3 AU-tmnko sholl utilizo SS7 Common Channel Signaling^The Parties agree to utilize B8ZS and 
Extended Super Frame (ESF) DS1 facilities, where available. Should ABC determine that the Parties are 
exchanging traffic on the Interconnection Trunks to and from any single ABC end office in an amount 
sufficient to justify the installation of direct end office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, ABC may 
at its sole discretion require Core to rearrange its Interconnection Trunk group by installing direct end 



DRAFT ~ For Discussion Purposes Page 32 of 44 

office Interconnection Trunks to that end office, such rearrangement shall not constitute the establishment 
of a new IP, and each Party will remain responsible for all expenses on its side of the IP. 

2.4 Two Way Trunk Performance Standards. 

2.4.1 The Parties shall meet (telephonically or in person) from time to time, as needed, to review data 
on tw&-way-trunks to determine the need for new trunk groups and to plan any necessary changes in the 
number of trunks. 

2.4.3 The performance standard for two-way trunk groups shall be that no such trunk group will exceed 
its design blocking objective for three (3) consecutive calendar traffic study months. 

2.4.4 Gofe-The Parties shall jointly determine and order the number of two way trunks that are required 
to meet the applicable design-blocking objective for all traffic carried on each two way trunk group. 
GopeEach Party shall order two-way trunks by submitting ASRs to ABGthe other Partv and any applicable 
third party, setting forth the number of two way trunks to be installed and the requested installation dates. 
witbin-ASC's effective standard intorvals or negotiated intervals, as approBhate. GoreThe Parties shall 
populate all applicable fields in ASRs in accordance with OBF Guidelines as in effect from time to time. 

2.4.5 ABC may (but shalJ-nQt-be-ofeligatod to) monitor two way-trunk groups using somco-resute-fer 
the-applicablo design blocking objective. If ABC obsorvos blocking in oxcess of the applicablo dosign 
objoctivo on any two way trunk group and Core hos not notified ABC that it hos corrected cuch blocking, 
ABC may submit to Coro a Trunk Group Service Roquost directing Coro to romody the blocking. Upon 
rocoipt of a Trunk Group Sorvice Requost, Core will issuo an ASR to ougment tho two way 
intefeonnoction trunk group with excessive blocking and submit tho ASR to ABC and any applicablo third 
party-within fivo (5) Business Days. 

2.4.6 The Parties will review all two way trunk groups that reach a utilization level of seventy percent 
(70%), or greater, to determine whether those groups should be augmented. GoreThe Parties will 
promptly augment all two way trunk groups that reach a utilization level of eighty percent (80%) by 
submitting ASRs for additional trunks sufficient to attain a utilization level of approximately seventy 
percent (70%), unless the Parties agree that additional trunking is not required. For each two-way trunk 
group with a utilization level of less than sixty percent (60%), unless the Parties agree otherwise, 
Goreeach Partv will promptly submit ASRs to disconnect a sufficient number of trunks to attain a 
utilization level of approximately sixty percent (60%) for each respective group, unless the Parties agree 
that the two-way trunks should not be disconnected. In the event Coro fails to submit an ASR for two way 
trunks in conformance with this soction, ABC may bill Coro for the excess-trunks at tho applicablo ABC 
tariff-Fatesr 

2.4.7 Beeause-ABC wiU-net be in control of-when and how many two way trunks-are established 
between its network ond Core's network, ABC's performance in connection with thoso two way trunk 

except-as-othorwise required by Applioablo Law, under any-FGG-or Commission approved-earner-te-

eamer porformonco assurance guidelines or plan-

Physical Architecture 

Core shall have the sole right and discretion to specify anv of the following methods for 
interconnection at anv of the IPs which are established pursuant to this agreement for the deiiverv of 
traffic to ABC: 

L a collocation facilitv established bv Core at a ABC central office or tandem office 
where the IP is located, in which case Core shall pav ABC applicable collocation charges as set forth in 
the Collocation Attachment: 

ii. a collocation facilitv established by a third-partv. with whom Core has contracted, 
at a ABC central office or tandem office where the IP is located, in which case such third-partv (and not 
Core) shall pay ABC (anv) applicable collocation charges; and/or 
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iiL an Entrance Facilitv and transport (where applicable) leased from ABC as 
specified in the Pricing Attachment, or from a third-party. 

ABC shall have the sole right and discretion to specify anv of the following methods for 
Interconnection at anv of the IPs which are established pursuant to this agreement for the deiiverv of 
traffic to Core: 

I a collocation facility established by ABC at a Core central office or tandem office 
where the IP is located, in which case ABC shall pav Core applicable collocation charges as set forth in 
the Collocation Attachment: 

iL a collocation facilitv established bv a third-partv. with whom ABC has contracted. 
at a Core central office or tandem office where the IP is located, in which case such third-partv (and not 
ABC) shall pay Core (anv) applicable collocation charges: and/or 

iii. an Entrance Facilitv and transport (where applicable) leased from Core as 
specified in the Pricing Attachment, or from a third party. 

Loop Interconnection. 
Where ABC facilities (including facilities ABC considers to be "retail" or "loop" as opposed to "IOF") exist 
having sufficient capacity to fill Core's initial interconnection trunking needs at the technically feasible 
Ppint(s) of interconnection specified bv Core, ABC shall complete all of the activities needed to implement 
an Interconnection Activation Date no later than thirty (30) days following Core's notice (as provided for 
above), or. a later Interconnection Activation Date of Core's choosing. Where ABC facilities (including 
facilities ABC considers to be "retail" or "loop" as opposed to "IOF") do not exist having sufficient capacity 
to fill Core's initial interconnection trunking needs at the technically feasible Pointfs) of interconnection 
specified by Core, ABC shall complete all of the activities needed to implement an Interconnection 
Activation Date no later than sixty (60) davs following Core's notice (as provided for above), or, a later 
Interconnection Activation Date of Core's choosing. 

Alternative Interconnection Arrangements 
In addition to the foregoing methods of Interconnection, and subject to mutual agreement of the Parties, 
the Parties mav agree to establish a Fiber Meet arrangement. 

3. Trunk Provisioning 

3.1 Trunk Group Provisioning. 

3.1.1 Both Parties shall use either a DS-1 or DS-3 facilities interface at the IP. When and where an 
STS-1 interface is available, the Parties may agree to use such an interface. Upon mutual agreement, 
the Parties may agree to use an optical interface (such as OC-n). 

3.1.2 When4wnks are provisioned using a DS 3 faciltty-interfaco, then-Gore-shall ordor tho multiplexed 
&S 3 facilities to tho IP. Each Party will identify its Carrier Identification Code, a three or four digit numeric 
code obtained from Telcordia, to the other Party when ordering a trunk group. 

3.1.3 Unless mutually agreed to by both Parties, each Party will outpulse ten (10) digits to the other 
Party. 

3.1.4 Each Party will use commercially reasonable efforts to monitor trunk groups under its control and 
to augment those groups using generally accepted trunk engineering standards so as to not exceed 
blocking objectives. 

3.2 Switching System Hierarchy and Trunking Requirements. 

For purposes of routing Core traffic to ABC, the subtending arrangements between ABC Tandem 
Switches and ABC End Office Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending 
arrangements ABC maintains for the routing of its own or other carriers' traffic. For purposes of routing 
ABC traffic to Core, the subtending arrangements between Core Tandem Switches and Core End Office 
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Switches shall be the same as the Tandem/End Office subtending arrangements that Core maintains for 
the routing of its own or other carriers' traffic. 

3.3 Grades of Service. 

The Parties shall initially engineer and shall monitor and augment all trunk groups consistent with 
the Joint Process as set forth in Section 12. 

4. Traffic Measurement and Billing over Interconnection Trunks 

4.1 Each Party, at its own expense, reserves the right to audit all traffic and any associated billing as 
specified in this Section of the Agreement, up to a maximum of two audits per calendar year to ensure 
that only Local Traffic amd Local Intornot TrafficSection 251(b)(5) Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic are being 
routed on the Interconnection Trunks and that rates are being applied appropriately. Each Party agrees to 
provide the necessary Traffic data in conjunction with any such audit in a timely manner. 

4.2 To the extent technically feasible, each Party shall pass ANl or Calling Party Number (CPN) 
information on each call. For those Customer's whose premise equipment is unable to populate the ANl 
or CPN in the call detail record, each party shall populate the ANl or CPN fieldj/vith the Customer's billing 
number. The Parties agree that they will not populate the CPN field in the call detail record with a 
whoFesaie Customer's billing or local routing number but will, utilize the final Customer's CPN orbiifing 
nUthher-. 

4.2.1 Where possible, actual call detail records including the CPN, will be used by the terminating Party 
for purposes of auditing the scope of traffic. Where a terminating Party has the capability, it will use the 
actual call detail records including the CPN information associated with each specific call to identify traffic 
delivered by the other Party as either Local Traffic, Local Internet Traffic or traffic that is not within the 
scope of this Agreement. 

4.2.2 When a terminating Party receives insufficient call detail or the GPNCPN/ANI is missing or 
masked, and therefore cannot determine whether the call is or is not within the scope of this Agreement, 
and if the percentage of traffic delivered with GPNCPN/ANI of sufficient detail is greater than 90% the 
total calls delivered, the calls without sufficient detail or GPNCPN/ANI will be presumed to be in the same 
proportion as the calls within the more than 90 percent that can be identified. If a traffic delivered by one 
Party to the other Party has GPNCPN/ANI on fewer than 90% of the calls, the terminating Party may 
provide written notice of a billing dispute to the other Party delivering such calls below the 90 percent 
threshold. Upon such notice, the Party delivering the traffic to the other Party (the "Delivering Party) shall 
have 30 days to investigate and correct the lack of GPNCPN/ANI and report the date the problem was 
corrected to the other Party (the "Terminating Party"). If the problem cannot be repaired within 30 days of 
the written notice to bring the delivered traffic without GPNCPN/ANI to fewer than 10% of total calls, the 
Terminating Party will bill all traffic without GPNCPN/ANI as intrastate Access traffic until such time as the 
traffic without GPNCPN/ANI is fewer than 10% of total traffic. 

4.3 Coro agrees that it is responsible for all the Interconnection facility charges-due ABC for the 
Transit Trunk group facilities within tho ABC service area. 

5. Local-Traffic and Local internet-Traffic 

5.1 Reciprocal Componsation for Local Traffic. 

5.1.2 Tho spocific compensation torms and conditions set forth in this Soction of tho Agroomont for 
Loeat-Traffic are rolatod to, spoeifioaHy-dopendent on, and-limited to-the-pr&vision o^Leeal-Exchange 
Service-to Customcrs-for the exchange of Local Traffic that originates and terminates solely-within those 
areas as definod for Local Traffic in Section 2.41 of Part A. The specific compensation torms aro also 
dependen^on-ifre-application of all-e4her-torms and conditions set-fortfr-in-this Agreement. The specific 
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or for traffic that originotos or terminatos in areas outsido tho scopo of Local Traffic as dofinod in this 
Agroomont. 

5.1.3 Tho Parties agroo that the nature of tho Local Traffic to be exchanged botwoon tho Parties and a» 
othor mutual provisions and relativo obligations of tho Partios pursuant to this Agreemont roprosont good 
and valuable considoration, tho sufficioncy of which botwoon the Partios is acknowledgod, and that the 
relative obligations and considoration oro sufficiently in balance betwoon tho Portios such that neither 
Party has any obligation to provide any monetary componsation to tho other Party for tho othor Party's 
erigination or tormination of Local Traffic within tho scopo of this Agrooment. Tho componsotion terms 
and conditions sot forth in this soction aro spocifically rolotod to and dopondont on all of tho provision: 
Section 5.1.2 ond any othor torms and conditions of this Agrooment. 

5.2 Traffic Not Subject to Reciprocal Compensation. 

5.2.1 Rooiprocaf Componsotion 
intrastat 

-ef 

shall not apply to tho following: (1 
le-sep/ieeE 

any Intornot Traffic; (2) interstato or 
;s^3-)-intraLATA Toll Trafftc-or 

interLATA Toll Traffic, including, but not limitod to, colls originatod on a 1+ presubscription basis, or on a 
castjal-dialod (1QXXX/101XXXX) bosis; (A) Switchod Exchange-Aceess-SeFvice-traffic: (5) Optional 
Extended Local Calling Area Traffic; or (6) Tandom Transit Traffic. Rociprocal Componsation Traffic doe* 
not apply to traffic oithor originated from or terminatod to a Party's Customer, whoro tho Customor 
locotion is physically located outsido of tho geogrophic orea that has boon identified as tho Roto Center 
Area associated with a particular NPA NXXr 

5%2.2 The determination of whether Telecommunications troffic is Switchod Exchango Access Sorvico 
traffic shall be basod upon the tariff of the incumbont LEC thot serves tho geographic area in which the 
originating Rato Conter Area is locatod. 

5,3 Treatment of Intornot Traffior 

5.3.1 The Parties ogroo to transport ond switch Intornot Traffic in tho mannor doscribod bolow in this 
soction subject to omondmont upon writton agreomont of the Parties. 

5.3.2 -Tho Partios ocknowlodge thot undor curront network ond servico arrangements, some Internot 
Traffic moy bo switchod and transported os if Local Internot Traffic is Local Traffic. Tho Partios will troat 
Locol Intornot Traffic undor tho following conditions until such time as a roguiatory authority, court, or 
legislativo body addresses tho propor troatmont of this Locol Intornet Traffic. The switching and transport 
of Local Intornet Troffic ovor tho Intorconnoction Trunk facilitios by eithor Porty, howovor, will not be 
doomed or construed by either Party as oithor agroomont or acknowtedgmont by the-Portios that this 
arrangement-is-proper-or-required^-ln4he-event that the manner in-whiGh-Local-lnternet-Traffic-is-oi^may 

decision appropriato roguiatory or logal body rosults-in-a 
f-Local Internet Traffic-pursuant to-this section-is-um 

Ith-immediate-modification-and/Qf^replaGernent-language-to this 
Agreement to effect new terms and conditions consistont with any such lawful action or determinatiorw 
Any new or modified terms will bo offoctivo with tho offoctivo date of any such lawful action or 
detormination regarding the treatment of Local Internet Traffic botwoon tho Pa4ies^!Phe Parties agreo 
thot the mutual provisions and relativo obligations of the Partios, including but not limitod to, tho mutual 
exchongo of Locol Internet Traffic, pursuant to this Agreemont aro balanced and represont good and 

ies-is-acknowledged-and-as-a-result-of 
?lthor Party will owo a not due amount-to-the othef-Party for terminating 

Intornot Troffic including, but not limited to, componsotion for switching, transport or termination of 
Local Internot Traffic until such timo os a roguiatory authority, court, or logislativo body addrosses4he 

Intercarrier Compensation for the Transport and Termination of Interconnection Traffic. 

For purposes of compensation under this Agreement, the telecommunications traffic exchanged 
between the Parties will be classified as Section 251(b)(5) Traffic. ISP-Bound Traffic. IntraLATA 
Interexchange Traffic, or InterLATA Interexchange Traffic. 
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Reciprocal Compensation for Section 251(bH5) Traffic 

The Partv originating Section 251fbH5) Traffic shall compensate the terminating Partv for the transport 
and termination of such traffic to its Customer in accordance with Section 251(bX5) of the Act at the eoual 
and symmetrical rates stated in the Pricing Attachment. 

Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic 

Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic shall be governed bv the FCC's ISP Remand Order and ISP 
Forbearance Order. To the extent the ISP Remand Order is overturned or otherwise found to be 
inapplicable, and to the extent ABC does not elect to exchange all Section 251(b)(5) traffic at the ISP 
Remand Order rates (as set forth in paragraph 89 of the ISP Remand Order). ISP-Bound Traffic shall be 
treated the same as Section 251(b)(5) Traffic for compensation purposes. 

Access Charges for IntraLATA Interexchange Traffic 

Access charges shall be applied to the origination and termination of IntraLATA Interexchange Traffic as 
set forth in the providing party's applicable intrastate access tariff. 

Access Charges for InterLATA Interexchange Traffic 

Access charges shall be applied to the origination and termination of InterLATA Interexchange Traffic as 
set forth in the providing party's applicable intrastate or interstate access tariff. 

5.3.3 A call placed on a non-local basis (e.g., a toll call or 8yy call) to an ISP shall not be treated as 
Local Internet Traffic for compensation purposes. The Parties agree that, to the extent such "non-Local" 
ISP calls are placed, that the rates, terms and conditions for IntraLATA and/or InterLATA calling shall 
apply, including but not limited to rating and routing according to the Party's applicable tariffs and the 
application of intrastate and/or interstate Switched Exchange Access Service tariffs. 

5.3.4 Where the public switched network, local exchange facilities and/or services of either Party are 
used for the origination or termination of VOIP Traffic calls, the Parties agree to apply the following terms 
and conditions: VOIP Traffic calls will be originated and terminated in the same manner as each Party 
does for non-VOIP, circuit-switched Traffic. VOIP Traffic shall be subject to the same compensation 
terms and conditions as applies for circuit switched calls. Consequently, VOIP Traffic that-both originates 
and-tefminates within a local calling aroa as dofinod for Local Traffic pursuant to this Agroomont will olso 
be treated as Local Traffic pursuant to this Agreoment. All othor VOIP Traffic will bo treated as either 
intfastate-ef1-interstate interexchange traffiG-subject to the-same-terms-and-Gonditiens-as-any-other-sirewt-
switehed interexchange traffic, including the application of originating and terminating Switched Exchange 

6. Reserved for Futuro Uso 

Indirect Traffic 

6.1. For purposes of exchanging Indirect Traffic there is no physical or direct point of interconnection 
between the Parties, therefore neither Partv is reguired to construct new facilities or make mid-span meet 
arrangements available to the other Partv for Indirect Traffic. Indirect interconnection shall only be 
allowed to the extent each partv is interconnected at a tandem which ABC's end office subtends. 

6.2. Exchange Of Traffic 

6.2.1. The Parties may send each other Indirect Traffic, 

6.2.2. Each Partv acknowledges that it is the orioinatinq Party's responsibility to enter into transiting 
arrangements with the third party providing the transit services. 
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6.2.3. Each Partv is responsible for the transport of originating calls from its network to its point of 
interconnection with the transiting partv. The originating Partv is responsible for the payment of transit 
charges assessed bv the transiting party. 

6.3. Compensation for Indirect Traffic 

6.3.1. Toll Traffic 
Compensation for the termination of IntraLATA Toll Traffic between the Parties shall be based on their 
respective applicable access tariffs in accordance with FCC and Commission Rules and Regulations. 

6.3.2. Section 25Ub)(5) Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic 
Compensation for Section 251(b)(5) Traffic and ISP-Bound Traffic shall be based on the reciprocal 
compensation rates set forth in the Pricino Attachment. 

7. Tandem Transit Traffic 
Neither Party shall provide an intermediary or transit traffic function for the other Party's 

connection of its End Users to the End Users of a third party telecommunications carrier without the 
consent and agreement of all parties. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to utilize any 
intermediary or transit traffic function of the other Party. This Agreement does not obligate either Party to 
provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services. 

7.1 Tandem Transit Traffic shall be routed over the Tandem Transit Trunks described in Appendix A. 
Core shall deliver Tandem Transit Traffic to ABC with CCS and the appropriate Transactional Capabilities 
Application Part ("TCAP") message to facilitate full interoperability of CLASS Features and billing 
functions. 

7.2 Core shall pay ABC for Transit Traffic that Core originates at the rate specified in the Pricing 
Attachment and Appendix A. 

7.3 In no case will ABC be required to continue to provide Tandem Transit Traffic Services for local 
Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to a CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, if the volume of 
local Tandem Transit Traffic to be delivered to the CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC exceeds one 
(1) DS-1 level volume of calls per CLEC, ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC per ABC tandem serving area 
for a period of three consecutive months. 

7.4 If or when a third party carrier's Central Office subtends a Core Central Office, then Core shall 
offer to ABC a service arrangement equivalent to or the same as Tandem Transit Service provided by 
ABC to Core as defined in this Section such that ABC may terminate calls to a Central Office of a CLEC, 
ILEC, CMRS carrier, or other LEC, that subtends a Core Central Office ("Reciprocal Tandem Transit 
Service"). Core shall offer such Reciprocal Transit Service arrangements under terms and conditions no 
less favorable than those provided in this Section. 

7.5 Neither Party shall take any actions to prevent the other Party from entering into a direct and 
reciprocal traffic exchange agreement with any carrier to which it originates, or from which it terminates, 
traffic. 

8. Number Resources, Rate Center Areas and Routing Points 

8.1 Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to limit or othenwise adversely affect in any manner 
either Party's right to employ or to request and be assigned any Central Office Codes ("NXX") pursuant to 
the Central Office Code Assignment Guidelines and any relevant FCC or Commission orders, as may be 
amended from time to time, or to establish, by Tariff or otherwise. Rate Center Areas and Routing Points 
corresponding to such NXX codes. 

8.2 During the term of this Agreement, Core shall adopt the Rate Center Area and Rate Center 
Points that the Commission has approved for ABC and any other incumbent Local Exchange Carriers 
within the serving area. Core shall assign whole NPA-NXX codes to each Rate Center Area unless 
otherwise ordered by the FCC, the Commission or another governmental entity of appropriate jurisdiction, 
or the telecommunications industry adopts alternative methods of utilizing NXXs. 
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8.3 It shall be the responsibility of each Party to program and update its own switches and network 
systems. Except as expressly set forth in this Agreement, neither Party shall impose any fees or charges 
whatsoever on the other Party for such activities. 

9. Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process; and Installation, Maintenance, Testing and 
Repair 

9.1 Joint Network Implementation and Grooming Process. 

9.1.1 Upon request of either Party, the Parties shall jointly develop an implementation and grooming 
process (the "Joint Grooming Process" or "Joint Process") which may define and detail, inter alia: (1) 
standards to ensure that Interconnection Trunks and Tandem Transit Trunks experience a grade of 
sen/ice, availability and quality which is comparable to that achieved on interoffice trunks within ABC's 
network and in accord with all appropriate relevant industry-accepted quality, reliability and availability 
standards; (2) the respective duties and responsibilities ofthe Parties with respect to the administration 
and maintenance of the trunk groups, including, but not limited to, standards and procedures for 
notification and discoveries of trunk disconnects; (3) disaster recovery provision escalations; and (4) such 
other matters as the Parties may agree. 

9.1.2 Except as otherwise stated in this Agreement, trunks provided by either Party for Interconnection 
services will be engineered using a P.01 Grade of Service. 

9.2 Installation, Maintenance, Testing and Repair. 

Unless otherwise agreed in writing by the Parties, to the extent required by Applicable Law, 
Interconnection provided by a Party shall be equal in quality to that provided by such Party to itself, any 
subsidiary, affiliates or third party. If either Party is unable to fulfill its obligations under this Section, it 
shall notify the other Party of its inability to do so and will negotiate alternative intervals in good faith. The 
Parties agree that to the extent required by Applicable Law, the standards to be used by a Party for 
isolating and clearing any disconnections and/or other outages or troubles shall be at parity with 
standards used by such Party with respect to itself, any subsidiary, affiliate or third party. 

9.2.1 A maintenance service charge applies whenever either Party requests the dispatch of the other 
Party's personnel for the purpose of performing maintenance activity on the interconnection trunks, and 
any of the following conditions exist: (a) No trouble is found in the interconnection trunks; (b) The trouble 
condition results from equipment, facilities or systems not provided by the Party whose personnel were 
dispatched; or (c) Trouble clearance did not otherwise require a dispatch, and upon dispatch requested 
for repair verification, the interconnection trunk does not exceed maintenance limits. 

9.2.2 If a maintenance service charge has been applied and trouble is subsequently found in the 
facilities of the Party whose personnel were dispatched, the charge will be canceled. 

9.2.3 Billing for maintenance service by either party is based on each half-hour or fraction thereof 
expended to perform the work requested. The time worked is categorized and billed at one of the 
following three rates: (1) basic time; (2) overtime; or (3) premium time as defined in ABC's intrastate 
access tariff. 

9.3 Forecasting Requirements for Trunk Provisioning. 

Within ninety (90) days of executing this Agreement, Core shall provide ABC a two (2) year traffic 
forecast. This initial forecast will provide the amount of traffic to be delivered to and from ABC over each 
of the Interconnection Trunk groups over the next eight (8) quarters. The forecast shall be updated and 
provided to ABC on an as-needed basis but no less frequently than semiannually. 

9.4 Initial Forecasts/Trunking Requirements. 

Because ABC's trunking requirements will, at least during an initial period, be dependent on the 
Customer segments and service segments within Customer segments to whom Core decides to market 
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its services, ABC will be largely dependent on Core to provide accurate trunk forecasts for both inbound 
(from ABC) and outbound (to ABC) traffic. At ABC's discretion, when Core expressly identifies particular 
situations that are expected to produce traffic that is substantially skewed in either the inbound or 
outbound direction, ABC may provide the number of trunks Core suggests; provided, however, that in all 
cases ABC's provision of the forecasted number of trunks to Core is conditioned on the following: that 
such forecast is based on reasonable engineering criteria, there are no capacity constraints, and Core's 
previous forecasts have proven to be reliable and accurate. 

9.4.1 Monitoring and Adjusting Forecasts. ABC will, for ninety (90) days, monitor traffic on each trunk 
group that it establishes at Core's suggestion or request pursuant to the procedures identified in this 
Section. At the end of such ninety (90) day period, ABC may disconnect trunks that, based on 
reasonable engineering criteria and capacity constraints, are not warranted by the actual traffic volume 
experienced subject to the limitations in Section 2.3 and Section 2.4 of this Interconnection Attachment. 

9.4.2 In subsequent periods, ABC may also monitor traffic for ninety (90) days on additional trunk 
groups that Core suggests ABC to establish. 

10. Number Portability - Section 251 (B)(2) 

10.1 Scope. 
The Parties shall provide number portability (NP) in accordance with rules and regulations as 

prescribed from time to time by the FCC. 

Sorvico providor numbor portability ("SPNP") is a service arrangomont by, betwoon, and among 
looal oxchange-carriers which-allows an existing'Customer to obtain local-exchange service from a 
differont locol oxchange corvico provider and retain its then existing tolophono number at a location within 
tho samo rato contor area. The Parties agroo that thoy will only send a request to the othor Porty, 
roquosting to port a numbor, undor tho following conditions: (a) tho roquosting Party will bo providing 
Teiephono Exchongo Servico to thot Customer in tho some rate contor area in which the Customer 
eurrently obtains Tolophono Exchango sorvice; (b) tho Requesting-Party will bo providing Tolophono 
Exchango Sorvico to that Customor pursuant to o valid Cortificate-of Authority issued by the Pennsylvania 
Pubiic Utility Commission (PA PUC); and (c) tho roquocting Party agroos, represents and warrants that 
the-PA PUC has full regulatory authority ovor the requesting Party's Telephone Exchongo Sorvico 
providod to that particulor Customor for which the port hos boen requested. The Parties agree that they 
wiii-flot sook to port numbors from tho othor Party on bohalf of any-othor sorvice provider. SPNP is the 
arrangomont under which tho Partioo will provido long term number portability. 

40^2-—Procoduros for Providing LNP ("Long term Numbor Portability^ 

Numboring Council (NANC) and adopted by tho FCC. In addition, the Partios agroe to follow tho LNP 

shall-only-bo providod within the geographic-Rate Cente^-Area-assooiated with-the-ported numbet^and 
shall not bo provided across Rato Contor Area boundarios. LNP shall not be provided for the purpose of 
avoiding toll or long distanco chargos. 

-10.2,2 A Customor of ono Party ("Party A") elects to become a Customer of the other Party ("Party B"). 
Tho Customer elects to utilizo tho original tolophono number(s) corresponding to tho Tolephone 
Exchange 
SefW t/">r"n f ^ r . i n ct/r i f o r if r 

aceerdance with Applicablo 
the-Customer's teiephono number(s) from Party A's network to Party B's network. Party B sholl bo 

Subsoquont Sorvico Ordor Charge as set forth in Appendix A. Whon a portod telephone number 
becomos vacant; e.g., tho tolophono numbor is not longer in servico by tho original ond user, the ported 
teiephono numbor will be roloasod back to tho Local Servico Providor owning the switch with which the 
NXX blook associated with tht 
Plan-Administrator. 

inally-by-t >.mcriGan-Numkering 
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4&£T3—When a telophono numbor ic portod out of Party A's network, Party A will remove any non 
propriotary lino basod coding card(c) associatod with the portod numbor(s) from its Lino Information 
Database (LIDB). Roactivation of tho lino basod calling card in anothor LIDB, if desirod, is the 
responsibility of -Party B or Party B's-Customer. 

4-0^4—Whon a Customor of Party A ports thoir telophono numbers-to Porty B and tho Customer has 
previously socured a rosorvation of lino numbors from Party A for possible activation ot a future point, 
these reserved-but inactive numbers may be ported along with-the active-numbers to-be ported provided 
the numbers have boon reserved for tho Customer. Porty B may roquost that Party A port oil roserved 
numbors assigned to tho Customor or that Porty A port only thoso numbors listod by Party B. As lon§-as 
Party B maintains rosorvod but inactive numbers portod for the Customor, Porty A shall not roassign 
those numbors. Porty B shall not roassign tho rosorvod numbors to-anetfrer Customofv 

40.2.5 Whon a Customer of Party A ports thoir tolophono numbors to Party B, in tho process of porting 
the-Gustomor's telophono numbers, Porty A shall implomont the ten^ digit trigger foaturo where-iUs 
avaiiabio. When Party A receives tho porting request, the unconditionaUrtggor shall bo applied to the 

avaiiable,-Party-Aand-Party-B-musi-coordinate the dissonnee^activity. 

40.2.6 Tho Partios shall furnish ooeh othor with tho Jurisdictien Information Parameter (JIP) in tho Initial 
Address Message (IAM), containing o Locol Exchongo Routing Guido (LERG) assigned NPA-NXX-{& 
digits) identifying tho originating switch on calls originating from LNP capable switches. 

40.2.7 Where LNP is commercially availablo, the NXXc in tho office sholl be defined as portable, excopt 
as notod below, and translations will bo changed in the Partios' switchos to open those NXXs for 
database queries in all applicable LNP capable officos within the LATA of the given switch(es). 

40.2.8 All NXXs assigned to LNP capablo switchos are to be dosignatod os portablo unloss a NXX(&) 
hos otherwise been dosignotod as non portablo. Non portablo NXXs includo NXX codos assigned to 
paging sorvices; codos assigned for intornal tosting and official use and ony othor NXX codos roquirod to 
bo designated as non portable by tho rulos and regulations of the FCC. NXX codes oscignod to moss 
eqlling on a chokod network may not bo ported using LNP technology but are portablo using methods 
estoblished by the NANC and adopted by tho FCC. On o prospoctivo basis, nowly assignod codes in 
switches capable of porting shall bocomo commorcially availoblo for porting with the offoctivo date in tho 
networkr 

40.2.9—Beth Parties' use of LNP shall moot tho porformonco critoria spocifiod by the FCC. Both Porties 
will act as tho default carrior for tho othor Party in the ovont thot oithor Porty is unablo to porform4ke 
routing-necessary-fQf^NPr 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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ATTACHMENT C 

PRICING 

1. General 

1.1 As used in this Attachment, the term "Charges" means the rates, fees, charges and prices for a 
Service. 

1.2 The Charges for a Service shall be the charges for Services as detailed in this Attachment or 
Appendix A, as applicable. 

1.3 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges shall 
be as stated in Appendix A of this Pricing Attachment. 

1.4 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, if Charges for a 
Service are otherwise expressly provided for in this Agreement, such Charges shall apply. 

1.5 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the 
Service shall be the Providing Party's FCC or Commission approved Charges. 

1.6 In the absence of Charges for a Service established pursuant to this Section, the Charges for the 
Service shall be mutually agreed to by the Parties in writing. 

2. Core Prices 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, the Charges that Core bills ABC for 
Core's Services shall not exceed the Charges for ABC's comparable Services. 

3. Regulatory Review of Prices 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, each Party reserves Its respective rights 
to institute an appropriate proceeding with the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body of 
appropriate jurisdiction: (a) with regard to the Charges for its Services {including, but not limited to, a 
proceeding to change the Charges for its services); and (b) with regard to the Charges ofthe other Party 
(including, but not limited to, a proceeding in which the FCC, the Commission or other governmental body 
with appropriate jurisdiction is asked to reduce such Charges and to order a refund of any amounts paid 
in excess of any Charges that are reduced). 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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APPENDIX A 

ABC TELEPHONE COMPANY and CORE COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

A. Designation ofthe IP(s): 

B. LeealSection 251 (bICS) Traffic Termination: fRATEl 

To be added pursuant to the terms of this Agreement 

ISP-Bound Traffic Termination: $Q.Q007/MOU 

C. Tandem Transit arrangements for Tandem Transit Traffic between Core and carriers other than 
ABC that subtend a ABC Tandem Switch. (Not applicable to Toll Traffic when Meet Point Billing 
Arrangement applies; Separate trunks required for IXC subtending trunks) 

- Tandem Transit Trunking Arrangement: 

- Tandem Transit Trunking Charges by ABC to Core: 

- Tandem Switching & Transport S.xxxxx/MOU for Core Originated Tandem Transit Traffic 

D. LSR Ordering Charges for LNP activity 

- Basic Initial LNP Service Order Charge = Sxxx.xx per each initial request by one Party to the 
other Party per LNP request per Customer - To be billed to and paid by the requesting Party. 

- Basic Subsequent LNP Service Order Charge = Sxxx.xx per each time the requesting Party 
submits a revised request per LNP request per Customer -- To be billed to and paid by the 
requesting Party. 

E. DIRECTORY LISTINGS & BOOKS 

ABC 

1. Directory Listing Report 
- Annual directory validation listing report $ to be billed to and paid by Core to 

- Initial Request separate request $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC 
- Subsequent Requests $ to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC 

2. For each telephone number listed (i.e., published) in the White Page Directory and/or in 
the Yellow Page Directory - a monthly charge equal to ABC's costs or charges to ABC from 
outside vendor for each such listing: 

- Sx.xx per month per listing to be billed to and paid by Core to ABC 

3. Other Tariffed Directory Listing Services 
- As Applicable per ABC Pa PUC 
- Listing/Database charge - S.XXX 
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4. As Applicable per ABC-PAPUC No. 

- Books & delivery (annual home area directories only) — No charge for normal number 
of books delivered to Customers; additional delivery or bulk delivery per separate 
arrangement between ABC and Core. 

F. Designation of Third Party interconnection Arrangements. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the 
Effective Date. 

ABC Telephone Company Core Communications, Inc. 

By: By: 

Printed: Printed: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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Chris Van de Verg 

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net> 
To: "Norman J. Kennard" <njkennard@hmsk-law.com>; <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
Cc: "Regina Matz" <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>; "Michael B. Hazzard" <mhazzard@wcsr.com>; 

<gzing@ptd.net>; "Rick Hicks" <rlh@stevenslee.com>; "Mike Gruin" <mag@stevenslee.com> 
Sent: Monday, December 26, 2005 4:27 PM 
Subject: pta/rtcc/core call set for 1/3 at 8:30 a.m. 

Norm, Patty: 

Here's the dial in info for next week's call: 
--Dial 1-800-213-0326 
-Enter 410-216-9865# 

Given the multiplicity of parties to be represented on the call, I wanted to clarify Core's expectations. First, it is our 
intent to go through the RTCC and PTA proposals separately, issue-by-issue, following the text of the redline line-
by-line and page-by-page. In our experience, this is the only method to really flesh out the existing issues, as well 
as opportunities for agreement. We do not care which proposal we address first, although it would be helpful if 
PTA and RTCC could decide on an order and let us know in advance of the call. 

Second, it is our expectation that all parties on the call are represented by individuals who are authorized to 
negotiate and agree upon resolution of issues. 

Finally, Core will be represented on the call by myself and Mike Hazzard, an attorney with the firm of Womble, 
Carlyle, Sandridge & Rice. To clarify, I have authorization to negotiate and settle issues. Mike will be on hand to 
field legal questions arising from the various proposals. 

Happy Holidays, 
-Chris 

RECEIVED 

PA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 
SECRETARY'S BUREAU 

1/23/2006 



APPENDIX 13 



STEVENS & LEE 
LAWYERS & CONSULTANTS 

17 North Second Street 
"16th Floor 

Harrisburg, PA 17101 
(717) 234-1090 Fax (717) 234-1099 

www.stevenslee.com 

Direct Dial: (717) 255-7365 
Email: mag@stevenslee.com 
Direct Fax: (610) 988-0852 

January 12 ,20^ 
6 

m 

rn 

s _ RECEIVED 
Secretary James J. McNulty 

*- 1 

C _ 

t • i 

— o CO m 

S9 
i VJ 
•"1 

CO 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission j ^ ^ ^ g 2gQg 
Commonwealth Keystone Building rn 
400 North Street pA m m UTILITY COMMISSION & 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 SlCRITAflY'S BUREAU 

Re: In re: Application of Core Communications, Inc. to Amend its Certificate of Public 
Convenience to begin to offer, render, furnish, or supply Competitive Local Exchange 
Telecommunications Services to the public in the Commonwealth ofPennsylvania 

Docket No, A-310922 F0002, Am. A 
STATUS REPORT ON INTERCONNECTION NEGOTIATIONS 

Dear Secretary McNulty : 

I am counsel for the Applicant, Core Communications, Inc., in the above captioned 
matter. 1 write to report on the status oflnterconnection negotiations between the Applicant, Core 
Communications, Inc. and all ofthe ILECs participating in interconnection negotiations. 

Core sent bona fide requests for interconnection to the every ILEC operating in 
Pennsylvania with the exception of Verizon on August 17, 2005. Negotiations are ongoing 
between the parties. Alltel and Sprint are negotiating individual interconnection agreements with 
Core. The 5 (five) Frontier ILECs are negotiating on their own behalf. The Pennsylvania 
Telephone Association (PTA) and the Rural Telephone Company Coalition (RTCC) are 
negotiating uniform agreements on behalf of their members. 

While the parties have made diligent effort to reach an agreement, the parties have been 
unable to reach agreement on all issues. Therefore, it is the assessment of Core Communications, 
Inc. that it will be necessary to petition for arbitration of disputed issues with every ILEC with 

Philadelphia • Reading • Valley Forge • Lehigh Valley • Harrisburg • Lancaster 

Scranton • Wilkes-Barre • Princeton • Cherry Hill • New York • Wilmington 

A. PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 

01/12/06/SLl 595597vl/100826.0000l 



STEVENS & L E E 
LAWYERS & CONSULTANTS 

Secretary James J. McNulty 
December 1, 2005 
Page 2 

whom Core is negotiating. Such Petitions will be filed in the time and manner prescribed by the 
Commission's regulations. 

Best regards, 

STEVENS & LEE 

Michael A. Gruin 

0!/)2/06/SL1 595597v 1/100826.00001 
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Chris Van de Verg 

From: "Chris Van de Verg" <chris@coretel.net> 
To: <parmstrong@ttanlaw.com> 
Cc: <rmatz@ttanlaw.com>; <mhazzard@wcsr.com>; <mag@stevenslee.com>; 

<rlh@stevensiee.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2006 11:07 AM 
Attach: 060117 RTCC-Core Issues List.doc; MDPSC Order79250.pdf 
Subject: rtcc-core ica negotiations: follow up from last friday's call 

Patty, 

Picking up from our discussions Friday, I wanted to provide you with the following: 

1. Citations to legal authorities in support of Core's ICA proposal. Here are some of the citations on which Core 
relies for its negotiating position on various issues we have discussed: 

Definition of Section 251(b)(5) Traffic: 47 CFR §51.701(b). 

Duty to Transport Interconnection Traffic to Other Party's Switch: 47 CFR §51.703(b) and Local Competition 
Order, para. 1062. These rules have been discussed and interpreted extensively, as in: Memorandum Opinion 
and Order, In the Matter of TSR Wireless, LLC v. US West Communications, 15 FCC Red 11166, 2000 FCC 
Lexis 3219, at **25-26 (Released: June 21, 2000); and: Opinion and Order, Petition of Cellco Partnership d/b/a 
Verizon Wireless, PaPUC Docket No. P-00021995 (et al.), at pages 24-25 (Order entered Jan. 18, 2005); and 
Order No. 79250, In the Matter of the Petition of AT&T Communications, MDPSC Case No. 8882, at 7-10 (July 7, 
2004)(attached). 

Reciprocal Compensation for Section 251(b)(5) Traffic: 47 CFR §51.701(e) and §51.703(a). 

Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic: The ISP Remand Order and (to the extent the ISP Remand 
Order is not applicable) the portion of the Pa PUC's Global Order that discusses compensation for ISP-bound 
traffic (Issue XIV in the Global Order). 

Having provided this list to RTCC, I would appreciate ifyou would return the favor by identifying specific 
authorities in support of RTCC's positions on these same issues. 

2. A list of existing, open issues between Core and the RTCC companies. On Friday, we discussed 
the development of a joint matrix of issues to aid the Commission in its resolution of open issues. Attached hereto 
is a Word document that provides a simple list of open issues, and that identifies the specific language in dispute. 
It is still only a list--l have not attempted to characterize each party's position. If we can agree on a simple list, 
however, we will be positioned to work out a matrix that shows each party's proposed language and position for 
each issue, perhaps in a table format. To that end, let me know if you think the attached list needs any issues 
added or subtracted. 

Regards, 
-Chris 

1/23/2006 



STATEMENT OF DISPUTED ISSUES 

Preface 

1. Scope. 

Glossary of Terms 

1. Enhanced Services & Enhanced Service Provider (RTCC §§2.22 and 2.23). 

2. Internet Service Provider & Related Definitions (RTCC §§2.30 and 2.31 and 
Core's related proposed definitions). 

3. Interconnection Point (RTCC § 2.33). 

4. Local Traffic (RTCC §2.39). 

5. Section 251(b)(5) Traffic (Core's proposal). 

6. Signaling System 7 (RTCC §2.50). 

General Terms and Conditions 

1. Change of Law (RTCC §§3.2, 3.3 and 6.5). 

2. Term (RTCC §4.1). 

3. Evergreen (RTCC §4.3). 

4. Assignment (RTCC §7.2). 

5. Certification (RTCC §10.3). 

6. Limitation of Liability (RTCC §27.5.5). 

Interconnection 

1. Scope of Traffic (RTCC §1). 

a. Use of one-way trunks. 

b. VNXX prohibition/access charge clarification (RTCC §§1.3 and 1.5). 

2. Methods for Interconnection and Trunk Types (RTCC §2). 

a. Transit on originating traffic (RTCC §2.1.1.2). 



b. Use of MF signaling (RTCC §§2.1.3 and 2.3.3). 

c. Two-way transit trunks requirement (RTCC §2.2.2). 

d. Provision of IXC trunks (Core proposed language). 

e. Use of one-way trunks as it relates to trunk performance standards (RTCC 
§2-4). 

f. Physical Architecture (Core proposed language). 

g. Loop Interconnection (Core proposed language). 

h. Alternative Interconnection Arrangements (Core proposed language). 

3. Trunk Provisioning (RTCC §3). 

Requirement for Core to order DS3 interfaces for two-way trunks. 

4. Traffic Measurement and Billing (RTCC §4.2). Use of ANl. 

5. Local Traffic and Local Internet Traffic (RTCC §5). 

a. Compensation for "Local Traffic" and "Local Internet Traffic." 

b. Reciprocal compensation exceptions (RTCC §5.2). 

c. "Treatment Internet Traffic" language (RTCC §5.3). 

d. Core's proposed language for Section 251(b)(5) Traffic, ISP-Bound Traffic and 
Access Traffic. 

e. VOIP language (RTCC §5.3.4) 

6. Indirect Traffic (Core §6). 

7. Number Portability (RTCC §10). 

Pricing Appendix 

1. Local/Section 251(b)(5) Traffic Rate. 

2. ISP-Bound Traffic Rate. 



ORDER NO. 79250 

In the Matter of the Petition of AT&T Before the 
* 

Communications of Maryland, Inc. for Public Service Commission 
Arbitration Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 252(b) of Maryland 
Concerning Interconnection Rates, Terms 
And Conditions. 

* Case No. 8882 

This proceeding involves the arbitration of an Interconnection Agreement 

pursuant to Section 252(b) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the "Act") 1 between 

Verizon Maryland Inc. ("Verizon") and AT&T Communications of Maryland LLC and 

TCG Maryland (collectively "AT&T'). The parties have appealed various rulings 

contained in the Proposed Order of Hearing Examiner previously issued in this 

proceeding. The Commission resolves those issues herein. The Commission adopts all 

rulings in the Proposed Order which have not been appealed and are therefore not 

discussed herein. 

ISSUE 2 

This issue concerns the question of whether carriers should receive Section 

251(b)(5) reciprocal compensation when terminating calls to voice information service 

providers. Voice information service providers offer recorded voice announcement 

information such as information regarding weather conditions. The Hearing Examiner 

concluded that voice information services traffic is eligible for reciprocal compensation. 

The Commission affirms that finding. 

1 47 U.S.C. 251 el. seq. 



The types of calls at issue are voice calls and are fundamentally the same as all 

other loca! voice calls for which reciprocal compensation is due to the terminating carrier. 

There is no meaningful distinction between these calls and other voice calls that would 

lead to a conclusion that these calls are not subject to payment of reciprocal 

compensation. 

Verizon asserts that Section 251(g) of the Act and the Federal Communications 

Commission's ("FCC's") Intercarrier Compensation Order 2 exempt all information 

services traffic from reciprocal compensation. The argument is not persuasive. The FCC 

concluded in its Intercarrier Compensation Order that Internet Service Provider ("ISP")-

bound data traffic was "information access" traffic that was excluded from reciprocal 

compensation obligations under Section 251(g) of the Act. The Intercarrier 

Compensation Order addressed only data calls to Internet Service Providers. The FCC 

did not address any other category of "information access" including voice information 

services traffic. Moreover, in the AT&T - Verizon Virginia arbitration3 the FCC rejected 

the rationale offered by Verizon for excluding this traffic from reciprocal compensation 

as well as the very same contract language proposed by Verizon here. The FCC 

explained that: 

We disagree with Verizon's assertion that every form of 
traffic listed in section 251(g) should be excluded from 

2 In the Matter of Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions in the Telecommunications Act of 
1996. Intercarrier Compensation for ISP-Bound Traffic, Order on Remand and Report ond Order. CC 
Docket Nos. 96-98, 99-68: 16 FCC Red 9151; FCC 01-131 {20Q\)(" Intercarrier Compensalion Order' or 
"ISP Remand Order"). 
3 Petitions of WorldCom, Inc.. Cox Virginia Telecom. Inc. and AT&T Communications of Virginia Inc. 
Pursuant to Section 252(e)(5) ofthe Communications Act for Prcempiion ofthe Jurisdiction ofthe Virginia 
State Corporation Commission Regarding Interconnection Disputes with Verizon Virginia, Znc. and for 
Expedited Arbitration, CC Docket Nos. 00-218, 00-249 and 00-251. DA 02-1731, Memorandum Opinion 
and Order. Wireline Competition Bureau, 17 FCC Red at 21939. issued July 17T 2002 ("Virginia 
Arbitration Order'). 



section 251(b)(5) reciprocal compensation. In remanding 
the ISP Intercarrier Compensation Order to the 
Commission, the D.C. Circuit recently rejected the 
Commission's earlier conclusion that section 251 (g) 
supports the exclusion of ISP-bound traffic from section 
251(b)(5),s reciprocal compensation obligations. 
Accordingly, we decline to adopt Verizon's contract 
proposals that appear to build on logic that the court has 
now rejected. {Virginia Arbitration Order, 261). 

In sum, the Commission finds that calls to voice information service providers are 

subject to the same reciprocal compensation obligations as all other local voice calls. 

There is no meaningful basis upon which to distinguish these calls from other voice calls, 

and the FCC's Virginia Arbitration Order specifically rejected the argument that all 

forms of information access are excluded from reciprocal compensation. 

ISSUE 3 

This issue concerns the treatment of calls to customers who subscribe to foreign 

exchange ("FX")-like services. The specific question involves whether these calls are 

local calls, toll calls, or ISP-bound calls, and what form of intercarrier compensation is 

due for these types of calls. 

Verizon asserts that when a Verizon customer calls an AT&T FX customer, 

Verizon should be allowed to impose access charges on AT&T; and AT&T should not be 

allowed to collect reciprocal compensation from Verizon. Verizon argues for this result 

based upon its assertion that these calls are interexchange calls, not local calls. Verizon 

characterizes the calls as interexchange based on the physical locations of the calling and 

called parties, which are frequently a considerable distance from one another. Verizon 

also asks the Commission to confirm that ISP-bound compensation is not due for FX 

calls to ISPs. Verizon asserts that this result is compelled by the ISP Remand Order, 



which limits such compensation to delivery of calls from one local exchange carrier's 

("LEC's") customer to an ISP in the same local calling area served by a competing LEC. 

AT&T argues that both Verizon's and AT&T's FX service is a local service, 

because standard industry practice, including Verizon's practice, is to rate calls based on 

the NPA-NXX (telephone numbers) ofthe calling and called parties, not the physical 

location of the parties. AT&T notes that calls are rated as local or toll depending upon 

the telephone numbers of the parties, not upon their geographic location. Thus, FX calls 

are local because the telephone numbers of the calling and called parties fall within the 

same local calling scope. AT&T cites the FCC's decision in the Starpower Damages 

Award Order, in which the FCC found that Verizon itself determines the local or toll 

nature of a call based upon the telephone numbers of the customers, not the physical 

location of the customers.4 

With respect to FX calls to ISPs, AT&T asserts that the FCC has ordered that all 

calls to ISPs are subject to ISP compensation. The FCC's rules do not distinguish 

between FX calls to ISPs and other calls to ISPs. Second, FX calls to ISPs do terminate 

from one LECs customer to an ISP in the same local calling area served by a competing 

LEC therefore they are entitled to ISP compensation by the terms of the ISP Remand 

Order. 

The Proposed Order accepted AT&T's position on this issue. The Commission 

affirms that finding. The Commission finds that FX calls are local calls, not 

4 Starpower Communications. LLC v. Verizon South Inc., Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 03-278, 
released November 7, 2003 ("Starpower Damages Award Order"), implementing Starpower 
Communications. LLC v. Verizon South Inc., Memorandum Opinion and Order, 17 FCC Red 6873 (2002), 
reversed on other grounds sub nom. Starpower Communications, LLC v. FCC. 334 F.3d 1150 (D.C. Cir. 
2003). 



interexchange calls, based on standard industry practice, including Verizon's own 

practice, and therefore reciprocal compensation is owed to the terminating carrier, and no 

access charges apply. The calls are local because the status of a call as local or toll is 

determined, pursuant to standard industry practice, by the telephone numbers of the 

calling and called parties, not by their physical location. The Commission notes in this 

regard the FCC's decision in Starpower rejecting Verizon's assertion that FX calls should 

be considered toll calls because the service enables a customer to avoid toll charges. The 

FCC noted that this argument missed the crucial point that Verizon South itself rated calls 

to and from its foreign exchange customers as local or toll based upon the telephone 

number assigned to the customer, not the physical location of the customer.5 

This same industry standard and practice also means that FX calls to ISPs are 

local (if the calling and called telephone numbers are local) and therefore access charges 

would not apply. Rather, ISP compensation applies, and reciprocal compensation does 

not, pursuant to FCC's ISP Remand Order. The Commission notes in this regard that the 

FCC's ISP Remand Order requires ISP call compensation for all calls to ISPs, and the 

Order does not distinguish between FX calls to ISPs and other calls to ISPs. 

ISSUES 

During the course of this proceeding before the Hearing Examiner, Verizon 

proposed that the term "Internet service provider" be defined to include "an entity that 

provides its customers, employees, contractors, representatives, and the like the ability to 

obtain on-line information through the Internet." The Proposed Order rejected Verizon's 

proposal, in a discussion of Issue 3 dealing with FX traffic, on the grounds that it lacked 

5 Starpower Damages Award Order, % [4-17. 



record evidence and was essentially peripheral to this arbitration case.6 Verizon has 

appealed this finding noting that evidence was presented and that the issue is not 

peripheral. 

AT&T notes in reply that the Arbitrator did not make any substantive ruling on 

Issue 5 (the issue most related to Verizon's proposed definition of ISP) because the 

parties agreed to address this issue in a separate proceeding. Indeed, the Proposed Order 

indicates that the parties agreed to address Issues 4 and 5 in a separate proceeding. 

Proposed Order at 13. 

The Commission finds that under the circumstances the most appropriate course 

of action is to preserve the parties right to litigate this matter in another proceeding, as 

they have agreed to do. Thus, the Commission finds that the Hearing Examiner's ruling 

on this issue in the Proposed Order has no precedential effect and the parties are free to 

pursue their respective positions on this issue in another proceeding. 

ISSUE 6 

The Hearing Examiner concluded that AT&T is entitled to receive the tandem 

reciprocal compensation rate if its switches are capable of serving a geographic area 

comparable to the area served by Verizon's tandem switches. Verizon does not seek 

reconsideration of the Hearing Examiner's articulation of this rule, but does seek 

clarification that the contract language must conform to that ruling. That is, Verizon 

asserts that AT&T (and any other CLEC opting into AT&T's agreement) must 

affirmatively show that its switches meet the "capable of serving" test adopted in the 

Proposed Order in order to receive the higher tandem rate. Verizon goes on to assert that 

6 Proposed Order, p. 12, n.4. 



although the Hearing Examiner accepted AT&T's proposal to adopt the FCC Wireline 

Bureau's "capable of serving" standard, he did not determine that AT&T had, in fact, 

shown in this proceeding that any or all of its switches met that standard. Finally, 

Verizon asserts that AT&T did not, in fact, present evidence establishing that its switches 

are "capable of serving" a geographically comparable area, and therefore, AT&T is not 

entitled to the higher tandem rate unless and until it satisfies that test. 

In its Reply Memorandum, AT&T pointed to testimony in this proceeding which 

demonstrates that AT&T's switches in Maryland are capable of serving a geographically 

comparable area to those served by Verizon's tandem switches. See, AT&T Panel Direct 

Testimony at 60-71; AT&T Panel Rebuttal Testimony 62, 65-66. The testimony of 

AT&T's witnesses on this point has not been refuted. 

Most of the discussion in the Proposed Order addresses the legal standard to be 

applied to this issue (the geographic comparability test). The Proposed Order does not 

specifically address the evidence. As Verizon notes, the standard adopted in the 

Proposed Order has not been appealed, and since the record does contain the needed 

evidence, the Commission finds that AT&T's switches are capable of serving a 

geographic area comparable to the area served by a Verizon tandem switch. Therefore, 

AT&T is in fact entitled to the tandem reciprocal compensation rate. 

ISSUE 7 

This issues concerns the interconnection of Verizon's and AT&T's networks. 

More specifically, the issue concerns the point(s) of interconnection at which the carriers 

will exchange traffic. Although the Proposed Order adopted Verizon's position on this 

issue, Verizon requests that the Commission clarify that AT&T's proposed language is 



incorrect, because it requires Verizon to drop off its traffic to an AT&T switch. Verizon 

requests that the Commission make clear that it is adopting Verizon's position, which 

provides that Verizon may exchange its traffic with AT&T at the same point of 

interconnection (i.e., a point on Verizon's network) chosen by AT&T to drop off its 

traffic. For its part, AT&T has appealed this aspect of the Proposed Order and asserts 

that a Verizon point of interconnection would normally be mutually agreed upon, but 

failing agreement would default to the AT&T switch location to which Verizon has built 

out its network facilities. 

The Commission has carefully considered the arguments presented by Verizon 

and AT&T in support of their respective positions and provides the following direction to 

the parties. The Commission does not find persuasive Verizon's arguments that its 

obligation to deliver its traffic ends at its tandem because the point of interconnection is 

for the "mutual exchange of traffic" and because the point of interconnection must be on 

Verizon's network. The FCC's rules define the act of interconnection as 'the linking of 

two networks for the mutual exchange of traffic' but this does not mean that multiple 

points of interconnection for the "mutual exchange of traffic" are prohibited. The FCC's 

rules do not require a single point of interconnection for the mutual exchange of traffic, 

as Verizon asserts, rather they allow the requesting carrier to establish a single point of 

interconnection, at its option.7 

7 For example, the FCC has held that '"Section 251. and our implementing rules, require an incumbent 
LEC to allow a competitive LEC to interconnect at any technically feasible point. This means that a 
competitive LEC has the option to interconnect at only one lechnicatly feasible point in each LATA." In 
the Matter of Application by SBC Communications Inc. Pursuant to Section 271. FCC 00-238, Released 
June 30, 2000 {Texas 271 Order)]!*. 



The Act and FCC rules provide requesting carriers (in this case AT&T) with the 

right to designate any technically feasible point of interconnection.8 The Act and FCC 

rules do not provide incumbent local exchange carriers with the right to designate points 

of interconnection. Verizon's position allows it to designate the point of interconnection 

for its traffic and therefore runs counter to the FCC's rules. 

The Commission finds persuasive the fact that the FCC adopted AT&T's 

proposed contract language with respect to this issue in the Virginia Arbitration Order. 

The Commission adopts the same language herein. 

This dispute concerns AT&T's and Verizon's respective obligations to deliver 

their originating traffic to one another. The issue concerns each party's respective 

responsibility for the cost of transporting traffic from its switch to the other company's 

switch. The FCC's rules make each party responsible for delivering its traffic to the 

other party.9 Therefore, Verizon is financially responsible for transporting its traffic to 

AT&T's switch location and AT&T is financially responsible for transporting its traffic 

to Verizon's switch location. Two points of interconnection are appropriate. Each party 

is responsible for the cost of delivering its traffic through its network and into the 

interconnection facility that connects the two networks. The cost of the interconnection 

47 C.F.R. § 51.305(a)(2). 
9 The FCC has expressed the obligations of each carrier as follows: ''The Local Competition Order requires 
a carrier to pay the cost of facilities used to deliver traffic originated by that carrier to the network of its co-
carrier, who then terminates that traffic and bills the originating carrier for termination compensation. In 
essence, the originating carrier holds itself out as being capable of transmitting a telephone call to any end-
user, and is responsible for paying the cost of delivering the call to the network ofthe co-carrier who will 
then terminate the call. Under the Commission's regulations, the cost of the facilities used to deliver this 
traffic is the originating carrier's responsibility, because these facilities arc part ofthe originating carrier's 
network. The originating carrier recovers the costs of these facilities through the rates it charges its own 
customers for making calls. This regime represents "rules ofthe road" under which all carriers operate, and 
which make it possible for one company's customer to call any other customer even if that customer is 
served by another telephone company." In the matter of TSR Wireless v. U.S. West. FCC 00-194, 
Released June 21, 2000 fTSR Wireless)^ 34 (emphasis added). 



facility itself is shared consistent with the rules set forth by the FCC in 11062 of the 1996 

First Report and Order.10 In sum, those rules require that the carriers share the cost ofthe 

interconnection facility based upon each carrier's percentage of the traffic passing over 

the facility. 

The interconnection architecture described above is fair to both carriers. Each 

carrier is responsible for the cost of transporting its traffic through its network to the edge 

of its network. Both carriers then equitably share the cost of the interconnection facility 

which connects the two networks, based on each carrier's share of the traffic that passes 

over the interconnection facility. 

ISSUES 

This issue concerns the right of a terminating carrier to charge a rate, equivalent 

to the rate for dedicated transport, to the originating carrier, when the terminating carrier 

provides the transport of the originating carrier's traffic between the two networks. 

Specifically, AT&T has proposed charging the unbundled transport rate when it provides 

transport service for Verizon traffic from the point of interconnection (when the point of 

interconnection is located at Verizon's switch) to the AT&T switch. The Proposed Order 

rejected this proposal and AT&T appealed. 

As previously noted with respect to Issue 7, FCC precedent makes each carrier 

financially responsible for the cost of delivering its traffic to the other carrier's network 

for termination. AT&T asks the Commission to clarify that the unbundled dedicated 

9 In the Matter of Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions in the Telecommunications Act of 
1996; Interconnection between Local Exchange Carriers and Commercial Mobile Radio Service Providers. 
First Report and Order; CC DocketNos. 96-98, 95-185: 11 FCC Red 15499: FCC 96-325 (1996) {"Local 
Competition Order" or "First Report and Order"), % 1062. 



transport rates the Commission has established apply to the service at issue here, such as 

if AT&T were to provide transport of Verizon traffic from a point of interconnection in 

Annapolis to AT&T switches in Baltimore. 

Verizon asserts that the only payment to a terminating carrier is the 'transport and 

termination rate' as established by the Commission in the reciprocal compensation 

charge. No change to the existing reciprocal compensation rate is called for. Verizon 

notes that the only reciprocal compensation rate a carrier is entitled to is the end office 

switching rate, the tandem switching rate, and the common transport rate. AT&T has 

offered no cost studies to show it is entitled to any other additional rate. 

The Commission finds that AT&T's proposal is appropriate and that language 

reflecting the proposal should be included in the Interconnection Agreement. The 

language should be mutual and provide for either AT&T or Verizon to charge a rate 

equal to the rate for unbundled dedicated transport anytime either party provides the 

transport of the other party's originating traffic between the point of interconnection and 

the terminating carrier's switch. 

The rate described above recovers the cost of the interconnection facility and is 

prescribed by the FCC in 11062 of the Local Competition Order. The contract language 

should reflect the guidance provided in that Order. The Commission notes that a rate 

mechanism to cover the cost of the interconnection facility, or to cover the cost of 

transport between the two networks, is separate from the reciprocal compensation rate. 

The reciprocal compensation payment only reflects costs starting at the terminating 



carrier's switch.11 If the terminating carrier provides interconnection service to the other 

carrier (i.e., service before its switch, dedicated transport, in effect) it is entitled to 

compensation (in addition to reciprocal compensation) at total element long run 

incremental costs ("TELRIC") rates, pursuant to 1 1062 of the Local Competition Order. 

ISSUE 9 

This issue concerns the terms and conditions under which Verizon may collocate 

in AT&T's premises. The Hearing Examiner properly ruled that the Commission has no 

authority under the Teiecommunications Act to establish the terms and conditions of 

collocation offered by a competitive local exchange carrier ("CLEC"). He cited the 

FCC's ruling on this same issue in the Virginia arbitration: 

Verizon argues that fairness dictates that it have collocation 
choices comparable to those available to competitive LECs. 
Verizon's collocation obligations, however, arise primarily 
under section 251 (c)(6) of the Act, which requires 
incumbent LECs, but not competitive LECs, to provide 
collocation to other carriers. Indeed, in the Local 
Competition First Report and Order, the Commission 
decided not to impose reciprocal section 251 (c)(2) 
interconnection obligations on non-incumbents. It also 
determined that a state commission's imposition of section 
251 (c) obligations on non-incumbents would be 
inconsistent with the Act. Thus Commission precedent 
explicitly forecloses our imposition of collocation 
obligations on petitioners pursuant to section 251 (c)(6). 
{Virginia Arbitration Order, 175, cited at page 22 of the 
Proposed Order). 

Verizon does not appeal the finding in the Proposed Order that AT&T is not 

required to provide collocation to Verizon. But Verizon does seek clarification with 

respect to the terms and conditions AT&T proposed in its contract and which the parties 

" It reflects the cost of the terminating carrier's tandem switch, the cost of transport to the terminating 
carrier's end office switch, and the cost of end office switching. 
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are disputing in connection with Issue 9. Specifically, Verizon asserts that AT&T has 

proposed certain terms and conditions that are unnecessary in light of a pre-existing 

agreement negotiated by the parties and are unreasonable and place onerous restrictions 

and obligations on Verizon. 

Verizon asserts that AT&T has included as part of its proposed contract language 

a separate set of terms and conditions governing the use of spare capacity of pre-existing 

facilities and in doing so, AT&T ignores the fact that the parties have previously agreed, 

in connection with another proceeding, to terms and conditions governing the treatment 

of the Verizon facilities that already exist within AT&T's switch locations. Verizon 

requests that the Commission clarify that these same terms and conditions also apply to 

the spare capacity of those pre-existing facilities to be used to exchange local traffic. 

Thus, because Verizon's presence at AT&T's premises is already governed by an 

existing agreement, AT&T's Space License Schedule is unnecessary and should be 

stricken from the Interconnection Agreement to avoid confusion. 

The Proposed Order correctly found that neither the FCC nor a State Commission 

can impose collocation terms and conditions on a CLEC. Both Verizon and AT&T 

accept this conclusion. The Commission cannot dictate the terms and conditions for 

collocation on AT&T's premises. Additionally, the only way in which terms can be 

included in an Interconnection Agreement is i f the Commission orders their inclusion or 

if the parties agree to their inclusion. Since the Commission cannot compel the inclusion 

of collocation terms relating to AT&T's premises, any such terms can be included in the 

Interconnection Agreement only by mutual agreement ofthe parties. I f the parties do not 
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agree on such terms, then there are no such terms to be included in the Interconnection 

Agreement. 

ISSUE 10 

Verizon has requested clarification of three separate sub-issues relating to the 

mid-span fiber meet form of interconnection. 

Because the Proposed Order does not clearly address the issue, Verizon requests 

that the Commission clarify that Verizon has the right to choose the location of its own 

fiber optic electronics. Verizon asserts that AT&T's proposal would unreasonably permit 

AT&T to designate unilaterally both the location where the parties' fiber optic cables will 

meet and the Verizon central office where Verizon will install its own fiber optic 

electronics. Verizon's mid-span fiber meet proposal would allow each party to provide 

the appropriate fiber optic electronics in its own "designated wire center." Verizon 

asserts that its proposal will have no operational or financial impact on AT&T, and that 

the only compensation AT&T would be required to pay Verizon would be the reciprocal 

compensation rate determined by the central office area requested by AT&T. Verizon's 

proposal thus guarantees Verizon the ability to design its network efficiently, and yet will 

have no negative impact on AT&T. 

AT&T opposes Verizon's proposal because it would expose AT&T to the risk of 

improper billing for calls delivered to AT&T- designated central offices and greater cost 

for dedicated transport used to deliver calls to points beyond the AT&T designated 

central offices. AT&T notes that Verizon has adduced no proof that it has technical 

solutions to the concerns raised by AT&T's witnesses regarding the risk that the 

placement of Verizon's electronics in alternative locations wiil result in AT&T being 
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improperly charged for traffic sent over an affected mid-span fiber meet arrangement. 

Nor has Verizon stated specifically that when AT&T orders dedicated transport from the 

AT&T-designated central office (Verizon's end of a mid-span fiber meet arrangement) to 

another, more distant Verizon end office, AT&T will only be charged a distance-

sensitive rate reflecting that distance alone, rather than the distance between the end 

office in which Verizon placed its electronics and the more distant Verizon end office. 

Notwithstanding these concerns, AT&T notes that if the Commission grants 

Verizon's appeal, it should explicitly condition such approval on AT&T being held 

harmless from the operational, technical, and financial risks posed by Verizon placing its 

electronics in central offices other than the ones designated by AT&T. AT&T proposed 

three safeguards that should be adopted if Verizon is permitted to choose where to place 

its electronics. 

The Commission concludes that Verizon should be permitted to choose the 

location of its electronics at its end of a mid-span meet, subject to the safeguards 

proposed by AT&T. This resolution allows Verizon to efficiently manage its network 

while also insuring that AT&T receives the advantages of the mid-span interconnection it 

orders. 

The parties are directed to include language in the Interconnection Agreement 

which: pennits Verizon to choose the location of its electronics in a mid-span meet 

arrangement; describes how Verizon will prevent its billing system from charging the 

tandem rate for traffic terminated at the AT&T-designated Verizon wire center by way of 

the alternative Verizon wire center; makes the relevant Verizon billing system subject to 

periodic audits to determine the effectiveness of Verizon's manual efforts to prevent 
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overcharges; provides for the prompt refimd of identified overcharges; provides that 

when AT&T uses dedicated transport to forward traffic from a mid-span meet 

arrangement, AT&T must not be charged more for dedicated transport than would have 

applied had Verizon placed its electronics in the end office designated by AT&T; and 

provides that AT&T shall compensate Verizon at the end office reciprocal compensation 

rate, and no other charges would apply in a mid-span meet arrangement, for calls that are 

not switched at the Verizon tandem switch, calls that are carried on direct trunk groups to 

Verizon end offices, without regard to the placement of Verizon's electronics. 

The second sub-issue which has been raised concerns the location of the point of 

interconnection on a mid-span meet. Verizon asks the Commission to reject AT&T's 

dual point of interconnection proposal and to rule that the sole point of interconnection on 

a mid-span fiber meet occurs at the location where the fiber optic cables of both parties 

are connected. 

Verizon asserts that AT&T's proposal would allow it to demand the use of two 

separate points of interconnection — one for terminating AT&T's traffic and another for 

terminating Verizon's traffic. Verizon characterizes AT&T's proposal as unlawful for 

the reasons it discussed under Issue 7: the FCC's rules permit the CLEC to select the 

point of interconnection, but Verizon is entitled to exchange its traffic with AT&T at a 

single point of interconnection. 

AT&T responds that in a mid-span fiber meet arrangement, each party contributes 

to the cost of the arrangement and each party thereby acquires an interest in one half of 

the capacity over the entire span. Because the originating party thus acquires capacity 

over the entire length of the span for delivery to the terminating party, there is no 
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rationale for the terminating party to charge the originating party for transport, over a 

mid-span meet, from the splice point to the terminating carrier's end of the span. AT&T 

proposes that the Commission conclude that in a mid-span meet arrangement, the point of 

interconnection for a traffic-originating party is at the distant end of the span from the 

party's perspective and that, as a result, there are two point of interconnections in such 

arrangements. 

The discussion of this issue by the parties reads as though they were debating the 

physical point of interconnection. In reality, the issue concerns the financial 

consequences that flow from designation of a point of interconnection. That issue was 

resolved in Issues 7 and 8 above. The sole distinction associated with this issue - Issue 

10 - is that in this instance the form of interconnection being used is a mid-span meet. 

The distinctive feature of a mid-span meet is that both parties contribute to the cost of its 

construction. That feature dictates the resolution of the issue of whether or not a charge 

can be levied for use of the mid-span meet. 

The argument over whether there is a single point of interconnection in the middle 

ofthe span or whether there are two points of interconnection at either end is not helpful 

in resolving this issue. The point where the cables connect can, philosophically, be 

considered the point of interconnection on a mid-span meet because in a mid-span meet 

each party will pay the cost of constructing the facilities. Either end can also be 

considered the two points oflnterconnection. Also, the entire mid-span meet itself can be 

considered the point of interconnection. However one conceives of the point of 

interconnection, or points of interconnection, each party is obligated to bring its traffic 

into the mid-span meet. The designation of either one or two points of interconnection 
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has no effect upon the financial obligations of each party to contribute to building the 

mid-span meet, or the obligations of each party to deliver its traffic into the mid-span 

meet facility, or the obligation of each party to pay reciprocal compensation for traffic it 

delivers to the mid-span meet. Finally, there should be no transport charge for use of the 

mid-span meet if it is a mutually constructed facility. Neither party should charge the 

other for the use of a facility built by both parties. If the interconnection is not a mid-

span meet, or is not mutually constructed or mutually paid for, transport charges may be 

levied consistent with 11062 of the Local Competition Order. 

The final mid-span meet related issue concerns the time frame within which the 

parties must implement a requested mid-span meet. The parties do not dispute that the 

Mid-Span Fiber Meet facilities shall be activated within 120 days from the initial 

implementation meeting, which shall be held within 10 business days of receipt of a 

request for a mid-span meet. However, they do disagree concerning the process to be 

employed in order to delay the 120-day activation deadline. 

Verizon requests that the Commission clarify that the parties are entitled to use 

the Interconnection Agreement's dispute resolution process to resolve disagreements 

about extensions of the 120-day implementation deadline. Verizon notes that under 

AT&T's proposal, in order to extend the activation date for the mid-span fiber meet 

arrangement, a party must request and be granted a stay of the timeframe by the 

Commission. 

Verizon asserts that AT&T's proposed language fails to address the need for a 

reasonable and efficient way for the parties to seek to extend the timeline. AT&T's 

proposed process would be cumbersome and unnecessarily burdensome. Requiring the 
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parties to formally petition the Commission for a stay of the deadline every time they 

need some additional time to work out the engineering and operational details of a 

particular mid-span fiber meet arrangement would waste both the parties' and the 

Commission's resources. Verizon believes that the dispute resolution process is far more 

likely to yield quick and efficient resolution of implementation issues than litigation of a 

formal petition before the Commission. 

AT&T proposes that the timeframe now effective in Virginia also apply in 

Maryland. Under that timeframe, a requested mid-span meet arrangement must be 

operational within 120 days after the parties' initial meeting, which will be held within 10 

days of AT&T's request, absent an explicit delay granted by the Commission. 

AT&T believes that Verizon's proposal will give Verizon unlimited discretion to 

divert every request for a mid-span fiber meet arrangement to the open-ended and costly 

dispute resolution process. AT&T asserts that its right to this form of interconnection 

would effectively be nullified under Verizon's proposal since AT&T's potential 

customers will not wait indefinitely for the provisioning of facilities. Instead, they will 

turn to a competing carrier that can and will give reliable installation dates, and most 

certainly Verizon will make such commitments to retain and win back customers. AT&T 

urges the Commission to confirm that Verizon will be subject to the same binding 

timetable as now applies under the Verizon-AT&T interconnection agreement in 

Virginia. 

The Hearing Examiner clearly adopted a 120-day timeframe within which a mid-

span meet must be made operational. However, the resolution of the sub-issue regarding 

extension of that timeframe is not clear. The Commission confirms the 120-day 
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timeframe and directs that this timeframe can only be extended by explicit Commission 

order. The importance of timely interconnection cannot be overemphasized. The 

Commission has recently issued an Order in a separate proceeding, which illustrates the 

potential for delay that is inherent in the process.12 The Commission rejects Verizon's 

proposal which could allow a unilateral delay in interconnection to occur by invocation 

of the dispute resolution provisions of the Interconnection Agreement. The Commission 

concludes that a mid-span meet should be operational within 120 days of the request, 

absent a Commission order extending the timeframe. The Commission notes that this 

resolution is consistent with the terms of the party's Virginia Interconnection Agreement. 

ISSUE 15 

This issue concerns the terms and conditions under which AT&T may purchase 

trunks for exchange access. The trunks in question would connect AT&T's local switch 

with Verizon's tandem switch and would haul toll traffic to the interexchange carrier 

chosen by AT&T's local end use customer. AT&T believes that this situation constitutes 

interconnection under Section 251(c)(2) of the Act, which must be provided at TELRIC 

rates. Verizon believes that this situation constitutes retail access service, which must be 

purchased at the rates set forth in Verizon's access tariffs. 

AT&T notes that Section 251(c)(2) requires Verizon to provide interconnection 

with its network for the transmission and routing of telephone exchange service and 

1 2 See, In the Matter of the Complaint of Core Communications. Inc. v. Verizon Maryland Inc., Case No. 
888!, Order No. 78989, February 26. 2004 ("'Upon consideration of the record in this case, including the 
arguments on appeal by Verizon and response thereto by Core and Staff, the Commission agrees with the 
findings of the Hearing Examiner in the Proposed Order that Verizon wrongfully delayed interconnecting 
with Core, which delay violated the standards of the parties Interconnection Agreement in contravention.of 
that Agreement/") Order No. 78989 at 5. 
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exchange access. AT&T notes further that interconnection trunks must be priced at 

TELRIC pursuant to Sections 251(c)(2)(D) and 252(d)(1). It cites the Local Competition 

Order, which held at \ 620 that "[i]n arbitrations of interconnection arrangements, or in 

rulemakings the results of which will be applied in arbitrations, states must set prices for 

interconnection and unbundled network elements based on the forward-looking, long-run, 

incremental cost methodology we describe below [i.e., TELRIC]." Finally, AT&T notes 

that the FCC considered the same issue as that presented here and concluded in the 

Virginia Arbitration Order that TELRIC rates must apply. 

Verizon requests that the Commission affirm the Proposed Order, which found 

that AT&T's position would "eliminate the long standing access charge regime" for 

access toll connecting trunks and "essentially invalidate most access charges, a step 

neither the Federal Government nor the states have taken." Verizon relies upon the 

Triennial Review OrderJ3 in which the FCC made clear that facilities such as access toll 

connecting trunks are not unbundled network elements and thus need not be made 

available at unbundled network elements rates. Verizon notes that the FCC ruled that an 

incumbent local exchange carrier's ("ILECs") unbundling obligation applies only "to 

those transmission facilities connecting incumbent LEC switches and wire centers within 

a LATA" and this definition necessarily excludes access toll connecting trunks, which 

connect a CLECs switch and an ILECs access tandem for the sole purpose of 

transporting exchange access traffic (rather than local traffic). Verizon notes that the 

13 In the Matters of the Review of the Section 251 Unbundling Obligations of Incumbent Local Exchange 
Carriers; Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996; 
Deployment of Wireline Services Offering Advances Telecommunications Capability, Report and Order 
on Remand and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: CC Docket Nos. 01-338, 96-98, and 98-147; 18 
FCC Red 16978; FCC 03-36 (2003) (" Triennial Review Order"). 
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dedicated transport unbundled network element does not encompass facilities used to 

connect a CLECs network with the ILECs network. 

The Commission has carefully considered the arguments presented with respect to 

this issue and concludes that AT&T's position is correct. The Commission finds most 

persuasive the FCC's resolution of this issue in the Virginia Arbilraiion Order?4 As the 

FCC noted in that Order, the situation in question constitutes the joint provision of 

switched exchange access to an interexchange carrier by two local exchange carriers, in 

this case AT&T and Verizon. When two local exchange carriers jointly provide such 

exchange access, Verizon should assess any charges for its access services upon the 

relevant interexchange carrier, not upon the other local exchange carrier. Thus, the 

assertion that this resolution of the issue "would eliminate the long standing access 

charge regime" for access toll connecting trunks and "essentially invalidate most access 

charges" is incorrect. Access charges remain payable by interexchange carriers, as they 

have always been. By the same token, the service provided by Verizon to AT&T 

operating as a iocal exchange carrier, is interconnection for the purpose of providing 

exchange access, and interconnection must be priced at TELRIC rates, pursuant to 

Sections 251(c)(2)(D) and 252(d). The Commission notes in this regard that Verizon is 

correct in its argument that the facilities in question cannot be considered an unbundled 

network element - unbundled dedicated transport - given the Triennial Review Order. 

However, that Order only reduced Verizon's obligations with respect to unbundled 

network elements, and nothing in that Order reduced Verizon's interconnection 

obligations. As noted above, the issue here is interconnection, and interconnection must 

1 4 Virginia Arbitration Order, t '77. 
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be priced at TELRJC, like unbundled network elements, pursuant to the Act and the 

Local Competition Order. Therefore, the TELRIC rate previously established by this 

Commission for unbundled dedicated transport is also the correct rate to be charged for 

this interconnection. 

ISSUE 30 

AT&T seeks an Order permitting its technicians to do the work of moving the 

jumper wire when a customer in a multi-tenant environment (such as an office building) 

changes its service from Verizon to AT&T. The Hearing Examiner denied this request, 

noting that AT&T's technicians are not trained on Verizon's network. 

AT&T notes that the act of disconnecting and connecting facilities involves both 

AT&T and Verizon networks, and any technician training implications should be just as 

applicable to Verizon as to AT&T. AT&T has as much incentive as Verizon to preserve 

the integrity of the networks with which it interconnects, and its technicians are as 

comprehensively trained as Verizon's. 

Verizon asserts that there is no basis in law or fact for the unnecessary and 

potentially dangerous concept that AT&T technicians have a right to perform work on 

Verizon's network. Verizon asserts that the work involved could be complex in some 

instances and could impose a risk of service being interrupted. Verizon also notes that 

there is no evidence indicating that Verizon has used its right to perform cross connects 

involving its on-premises wiring to impede competition in multi-tenant environments. 

With regard to this issue, the Proposed Order is affirmed. The work of 

rearranging wiring on Verizon's side of the network interface device shall continue to be 
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Verizon's responsibility. Of course, AT&T has the right to have its technicians present to 

observe the work if it wishes. 

ISSUE 31.5 

Verizon seeks a ruling clarifying that AT&T will be responsible for all of the 

costs of any necessary modifications to Verizon's Operations Support Systems ("OSS") 

required by AT&T's decision not to use Verizon's loop qualification database. 

AT&T !s proposed language provides that "Verizon shall bill and AT&T shall pay 

any charges incurred by Verizon in connection with modifications to its loop pre­

qualification OSS that are made at AT&T's request and as a result of AT&T's decision to 

use non-Verizon loop prequalification tools." Verizon objects to this language and 

requests that the Commission clarify that AT&T will be responsible for the charges for 

modifications to Verizon's OSS that are reasonably required, even i f the particular 

modifications are not explicitly made "at AT&T's request." Verizon requests an Order 

that clarifies that AT&T must pay any charges incurred by Verizon in connection with 

modifications to its OSS that are required by AT&T's decision to use its own loop 

prequalification tools. 

This issue was addressed by the FCC in the Virginia Arbitration. The FCC 

specifically ordered that the language noted above, which Verizon objects to should be 

included in the Verizon-AT&T Virginia Interconnection Agreement. The Commission 

finds the FCC's resolution of this issue compelling and directs the parties to include the 

same language in the Maryland Interconnection Agreement. The FCC noted that: 

Finally, AT&T and Verizon cannot agree on language to 
implement the Bureau's ruling that, if it is technically 
feasible and if AT&T is willing to pay, Verizon must 
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modify its operations support systems (OSS) to permit 
AT&T to use non-Verizon loop qualification tools for line 
splitting. Verizon seeks to add language that would require 
AT&T to pay any charges incurred by Verizon in 
connection with modifications to its ioop pre-qualification 
OSS that are made "as a result of AT&T's decision to use 
non-Verizon loop pre-qualification tools." AT&T's 
proposal would require it to pay any charges incurred by 
Verizon in connection with modifications to its loop pre­
qualification OSS that are made "at AT&T's request." 
AT&T argues that Verizon's proposal would permit 
Verizon to charge AT&T for unquantified and unnecessary 
system modification costs. AT&T also disputes the need 
for Verizon to modify its OSS at all when AT&T performs 
an alternate loop qualification. Verizon argues that 
AT&T's proposal would leave it entirely to AT&T's 
discretion whether to pay Verizon for modifications that it 
makes to its OSS to accommodate AT&T's (or a third-
party's) loop qualification tools. According to Verizon, 
such a result would be contrary to the Bureau's ruling. 

We find both parties' proposed language to be reasonable, 
and thus direct the parties to incorporate both proposals 
into the agreement as follows: "Verizon shall bill and 
AT&T shall pay any charges incurred by Verizon in 
connection with modifications to its loop pre-qualification 
OSS that are made at AT&T's request and as a result of 
AT&T's decision to use non-Verizon loop pre-qualification 
tools." Both parties appear to be concerned about extreme 
interpretations of the other's language that are not 
supported by the Arbitration Order. We do not suggest, 
nor does the adopted language suggest, that AT&T may 
enjoy the benefits of modifications without paying for 
them. Nor may Verizon bill AT&T, as AT&T fears, for 
OSS modifications that are not reasonably required by 
AT&T's decision to use non-Verizon loop qualification 
tools. This must be a collaborative effort and we expect the 
parties to work together in good faith to address what 
modifications, if any, are necessary. We also expect 
Verizon to provide AT&T with information that is both 
adequate and sufficiently timely so that AT&T may decide 
whether to proceed with the use of non-Verizon loop 
qualification tools.15 

Memorandum Opinion and Order, DA- 02-2576,1(9-10 (Octobers, 2002). 
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IT IS THEREFORE, this 7 , h day of July, in the Year Two Thousand Four, 

ORDERED: That Verizon and AT&T shall file an Interconnection Agreement 

consistent with the directions given in this Order. 

/s/Kenneth D. Schisler 

lsl J. Joseph Curran, III 

lsl Harold D. Williams 

lsl Allen M. Freifeld 
Commissioners 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

DATE: February 8, 2006 

SUBJECT: A-310922F7025 

TO: Office of Administrative Law Judge 

FROM: James J. McNulty, Secretary 

Core Communications Inc. 

Attached is a copy of a Petition for Arbitration of Interconnection 
Rates, Terms, and Conditions, with Armstrong Telephone Company North, 
filed in connection with the above docketed proceeding. 

This matter is assigned to your Office for appropriate action. 

Attachment 

cc: OTS - memo only 
FUS - memo only 
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