BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, et al.		:
							:
	v.						:		C-2014-2427652
							:
HIKO Energy LLC					:


ORDER SUSPENDING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE 


		On April 8, 2015, a further prehearing conference was held in the above-captioned matter at Docket No. C-2014-2427652.  The Office of Attorney General and Office of Consumer Advocate (Joint Complainants) and HIKO Energy LLC indicated that they had reached a settlement in principle and intended to file a joint petition for settlement as well as individual party’s statements in support of the settlement petition on or before May 1, 2015.  Additionally, the parties agreed to waive cross examination and stipulate to the admission of the consumer direct testimony on behalf of the Joint Complainants at Volumes 1 and 2 (Statements of Consumers 1-98).  The consumers’ names and addresses were redacted from the consumer statements.  The parties indicated a willingness to file statements in support, factual stipulations, and proposed conclusions of law at the time they file the joint petition for settlement.  The Office of Small Business Advocate (OSBA) indicated it had no opposition to the proposed settlement terms.  The Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) indicated that as long as nothing in the settlement precluded I&E from separately prosecuting its complaint at Docket No.  C-2014-2431410, then it would file a letter of non-opposition to the joint settlement.

		We remind the parties that there must be substantial evidence in the record in order to provide the presiding officers with enough evidence to support findings that the proposed settlement is in the public interest and that any proposed civil penalty is reasonable and just.  Any settlement petitions are to be filed in hard copy as well as in a CD in searchable PDF format.  In addition, any settlement petitions are to be delivered to the presiding officers in hard copy as well as electronically in Word format.  Any statements in support should be electronically mailed to the presiding officers in Word format.  In the event that the parties should request expedited review of their joint petition for settlement, they should request such in the filed petition. 

		Accordingly, as the parties have reached a settlement in principle as to all issues in the above-captioned proceedings, it is appropriate to suspend the litigation schedule and direct the parties to file an executed joint settlement petition together with: 1) factual stipulations and/or a stipulation for admission of evidence; and 2) statements in support or non-opposition of the joint settlement petition, on or before May 1, 2015.


		 Any executed settlement petitions and all attachments, including factual stipulations, stipulations for admission of evidence, and statements in support from all signatories, must be provided to the presiding officers in both an electronic version (Word 2010 if possible) and hard copy, and filed with the Commission, by close of business (4:30 p.m.) on May 1, 2015.  If a party does not sign the settlement, that party must provide a letter of non-opposition.  In addition, Joint Complainants must provide a CD to the Secretary’s Bureau in searchable pdf format of the Joint Petition for Settlement, with all attachments, at the time the settlement documents are filed.  
	
		In the event that the above deadline is not met, a telephonic conference may be held with the parties to determine whether a hearing is required.  In addition, we reserve the right to schedule such telephonic conferences as are necessary to clarify settlement terms and conditions.

		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

		1.	That the litigation schedule set forth in Scheduling Order dated December 22, 2014, is hereby suspended, due to a comprehensive settlement in principle.

		2.	That a Joint Petition for Settlement, with factual stipulations, stipulations for admission of evidence, and statements in support from all signatories be provided in-hand to the presiding officers by close of business (4:30 pm.) on May 1, 2015, in both an electronic 


version and hard copy, and filed with the Secretary’s Bureau, along with a CD of all settlement documents in searchable pdf format.



Date:	April 8, 2015					________________________________
			                                                   Elizabeth H. Barnes
							Administrative Law Judge

							________________________________
							Joel H. Cheskis
							Administrative Law Judge
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