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	Investigation upon the Commission’s own motion to determine the condition and disposition of  six (6) existing structures carrying various highways above the grade of the tracks of the Canadian Pacific Railroad in Great Bend Township, New Milford Township, Brooklyn Township, Hop Bottom Borough, Lathrop Township, Susquehanna County and Benton Township, Lackawanna County.


	

	
	


ORDER
BY THE COMMISSION:
By electronic mail received October 30, 2014, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Department) requested that a meeting be held to discuss the current condition and disposition of the six existing structures carrying various highways above the grade of the tracks of Canadian Pacific Railroad (CP) in Great Bend Township, New Milford Township, Brooklyn Township, Hop Bottom Borough and Lathrop Township, Susquehanna County and Benton Township, Lackawanna County.
The following structures are to be investigated:

	Highway Name
	Structure Type
	DOT No.
	   Municipality/ County

	T-821 (Old Lackawanna Trail)
	Steel Thru-Girder
	263 952 J
	Great Bend Twp., Susquehanna 

	SR 1018 (Old Lackawanna Trail)
	Concrete Arch
	264 028 V
	New Milford Twp., Susquehanna 

	SR 2032 (Depot Street)
	Concrete Arch
	264 033 S
	Brooklyn Twp., Susquehanna

	SR 2041 (Glenwood Street)
	Concrete Arch
	264 292 D
	Hop Bottom Borough, Susquehanna 

	SR 2017 (Station Hill Road)
SR 4005 (Seamans Road)
	Concrete Arch
Concrete Arch
	264 291 W
265 849 D
	Lathrop Twp., Susquehanna 
Benton Twp., Lackawanna 




A field investigation and conference, arranged by a Commission staff engineer and held at the site of the five crossings in Susquehanna County on December 3, 2014, was attended by representatives of Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Great Bend Township, New Milford Township, Brooklyn Township, Susquehanna County and Canadian Pacific Railroad.  A previous meeting was held on November 8, 2012 for the crossing in Benton Township, Lackawanna County and was attended by representatives of Benton Township, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, and Canadian Pacific Railroad.


The existing structures consist of a steel thru-girder bridge and five concrete arches.  The condition of the existing structures varies.  Several parties expressed concerns about the condition of the structures and that posting of the structures may be necessary.


At the field conference, the Department noted that some of the structures were previously inspected in accordance to National Bridge Inspection Standards (NBIS) but that none of them had an in-depth load rating analysis performed on them.  The Department agreed to perform in-depth load rating analysis for the six bridges.  CP agreed to provide flaggers where it is necessary for the Department to perform any NBIS inspections or in-depth load rating analysis.  CP agrees to pay 20% of the total cost of the NBIS inspection for the structure where T-821 (Old Lackawanna Trail) crosses the track of Canadian Pacific Railroad in Great Bend Township.    


Upon full consideration of the matters before us at this time, we determine that an investigation should be instituted on the motion of this Commission to determine the condition of the subject bridges, their future disposition, the party or parties responsible for the construction of any improvements, and assignment for future maintenance:
THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That an investigation be and is hereby instituted for the purpose of determining all matters relating to the condition and disposition of the six subject rail-highway crossing structures listed over and above the grade of tracks of Canadian Pacific Railroad in Great Bend Township, New Milford Township, Brooklyn Township, Hop Bottom Borough and Lathrop Township, Susquehanna County and Benton Township, Lackawanna County.
2. That Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, Canadian Pacific Railroad, Norfolk Southern Railway Company, Great Bend Township, New Milford Township, Brooklyn Township, Hop Bottom Borough, Lathrop Township, Benton Township, Lackawanna County and Susquehanna County are made parties hereto.
3. That Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, at its initial cost and expense, perform an in-depth load rating analysis on all six of the subject structures.

4. That Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, within sixty (60) days from the service of this order, submit to Canadian Pacific Railroad, Great Bend Township, New Milford Township, Brooklyn Township, Hop Bottom Borough, Lathrop Township, Benton Township, Lackawanna County,  Susquehanna County and this Commission, the most recent NBIS inspection report, including an in-depth load rating analysis of the subject structures. 
5. That Canadian Pacific Railroad, its successor or assigns, at its initial cost and expense, furnish flaggers and other pertinent services required for Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to perform any NBIS inspections or in-depth load rating analysis for the structures as required.
6. That Canadian Pacific Railroad, its successor or assigns, at its sole cost and expense, pay for 20% of the total cost of the NBIS inspection for the structure where T-821 (Old Lackawanna Trail) crosses the track of Canadian Pacific Railroad in Great Bend Township, Susquehanna County.  
7. That any assignments for maintenance previously assigned to any party of record in any prior Commission Orders or Secretarial Letters remain in full force and effect.

8. That a copy of this order be served on each party named in numbered Paragraph 2 herein.
The Parties are reminded that failure to comply with this or any Order or Secretarial Letter in this proceeding may result in an enforcement action seeking civil penalties and/or other sanctions pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 3301.
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BY THE COMMISSION

Rosemary Chiavetta

Secretary
(SEAL)
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