BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Emiliano Irizarry					:													:
	v.						: 		F-2014-2451094
							:
PPL Electric Utilities Corporation			:		
					


INITIAL DECISION 


Before
Ember S. Jandebeur
Administrative Law Judge 


HISTORY OF THE PROCEEDINGS
[bookmark: _GoBack]
On October 29, 2014, Emiliano Irizarry (Complainant) filed a Formal Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (Respondent or PPL) alleging an inability to pay his utility bills and requesting a lower payment arrangement.  This case is a timely appeal from a prior informal Bureau of Consumer Services (BCS) decision at Case Number 3254877.  On November 24, 2014, PPL filed an Answer asserting that PPL had provided the Complainant with the most advantageous payment arrangement.  

By Hearing Notice dated February 12, 2015, the parties were notified that a Telephonic Hearing in this case was scheduled for the morning of March 9, 2015.  A Prehearing Order was issued on February 12, 2015, stating the date and time of the scheduled hearing and advising the parties that the case could be dismissed if they failed to obtain a continuance and failed to appear for the hearing.  The Prehearing Order also advised the parties of applicable procedural rules. 

The hearing convened as scheduled. The Complainant appeared on his own behalf.  PPL was represented by counsel.  No exhibits were proffered.  A written transcript of the hearing was produced comprising seven (7) pages.  The record closed on March 9, 2015 at the conclusion of the hearing. 

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Complainant is Emiliano Irizarry.
 
2. The Respondent is PPL Electric Utilities Corporation.

3. On October 29, 2014, Emiliano Irizarry filed a Formal Complaint with the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission against PPL Electric Utilities Corporation.

4. On November 24, 2014, PPL filed an Answer to the Formal Complaint.

5. The Complainant wishes to withdraw his Formal Complaint because there is no longer a need for it.  Tr. at 5.

6. PPL Electric Utilities Corporation does not object to the withdrawal.

DISCUSSION

Section 5.94 of the Public Utility Code regulations provides for a party to file for leave to withdraw a pleading.[footnoteRef:1]  This leave to withdraw was an on-the-record withdrawal and PPL stated that it has no objections to the withdrawal.  52 Pa.Code § 5.94. [1: 	 	A party desiring to withdraw a pleading in a contested proceeding may file a petition for leave to withdraw the appropriate document and serve it on the other parties.  The petition must set forth the reasons for the withdrawal.  A party may object to the petition within 20 days of service.  After considering the petition an objection thereto and the public interest, the presiding officer or the Commission will determine whether the withdrawal will be permitted.  52. Pa.Code § 5.94] 


There are no public interest issues impacted by the Complainant’s withdrawal.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties to this proceeding.  66 Pa.C.S. § 701.
 
2. The Public Utility Code regulations at 52 Pa.Code § 5.94 permit a party to withdraw pleadings in a contested proceeding. 52 Pa. Code § 5.94.

3. In determining whether to permit withdrawal of the pleading, the presiding officer or the Commission must consider the petition, any objections thereto and the public interest.  52 Pa. Code § 5.94.

ORDER


THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That the request for leave to withdraw at Docket No. F-2014-2451094 is granted.
 
2. That the Formal Complaint of Emiliano Irizarry at Docket No. F-2014-2451094 is withdrawn.

3. That the record at Docket No. F-2014-2451094 is marked closed.



Date:  March 23, 2015							/s/			
								Ember S. Jandebeur
								Administrative Law Judge
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