
April 29, 2015 

Yanling Chen and Jianming Hu 

1126 Chadwick Circle 

Hummelstown, PA 17036 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

Commonwealth Keystone Building 

400 North Street, 2 n d Floor 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Re: Yanling Chen and Jianming Hu v. Metropolitan Edison Company 

Docket No. C-2013-2397061 

Dear Secretary Chiavetta: 

Attached please find the Exceptions of Complainants to the INITIAL DECISION in 

the above-referenced matter. This document has also been served on the parties of record as 

shown in the attached Certificate of Service. 

Very truly yours, 

Yanling Chen and Jianming Hii 

C: As per Certificate of Service 
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Exceptions 

EXCEPTIONS OF COMPLAINANTS 

April 29, 2015 
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From: Yanling Chen and Jianming Hu ^ ^ \ 

1126 Chadwick Circle " S ^ ^ * ^ 

Hummelstown, PA 17036 ^ r> 5 a 
To: Rosemary Chiavetta, Secretary 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

Commonwealth Keystone Building 

400 North Street, 2 n d Floor 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Re: Docket No. C-2013-2397061 

Dear Secretary, 

We are writ ing to file the Exceptions to the INITIAL DECISION of the Office of Administrative 

Law Judge, dated on April 10, 2015 and received on April 14, 2015 for the following reasons: 

1. In the second paragraph on page 13: 

"In response to the Complainants' arguments, Mr. Wirs testified on behalf of the Company that Me-Ed's 
TVMP complies with state and federal mandates requiring utilities to maintain safe and reasonable 
electric service Mr. Wirs also discussed the particular trees that were removed from the 
Complainants' property noting some of variations of those particular trees can grow to 80 feet in 
height " 

First, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) does not require the cutting down 

of all trees near power lines for vegetation management. See attached Exhibit G #1 and 

#12. 

Second, based on the FirstEnergy Vegetation Management Program (FVMP) for Distribution 

Lines on their own website (illustration on page 7); the Complainants' trees were neither 

within the Right-of-Way nor within the wire or boarder zone. See attached Exhibit H. 
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Lastly, Mr. Wirs provided no evidence that the Complainants' trees would grow tall enough 

and are close enough to interfere with the transmission lines. He first insisted that the two 

trees would grow to 80 feet tall, which would be incompatible according to him. When we 

showed him evidence that our trees would only grow up to 50 feet tall, he then insisted that 

50 feet was also incompatible. During the hearing, he further stated that even i f the two 

trees were only above 15 feet, they would be incompatible. He never showed us any 

written policy anywhere that specifies all these "rules;" it is all just his word - arbitrary, 

inconsistent, and not supported by evidence. (Transcript 64-66). 

2. For #1 and #3 on page 19 under CONCLLUSIONS OF LAW, the Complainants provided strong 

evidence in their exhibit 3 that the two trees being removed are not going to interfere with 

the power lines even under the worst circumstances, such as arcing in extreme temperature 

or weather conditions. 

3. In the last paragraph, the last sentence on page 15 in the INITIAL DECISION, the statement: 

"This argument will be rejected because it fails to consider issues regarding consistency and cost-
effectiveness..." 

Right next to the two trees that were removed, other trees even closer to the transmission 

line are still standing there as of today. This evidence was included in the Complainants' 

Exhibit E submitted earlier. The fact speaks for itself on how INCONSISTENT Met-Ed is in 

conducting their vegetation management. In our opinion, the company is INCONSISTENT by 

removing our two trees, which they showed no evidence that would ever interfere with the 

power lines and did not remove other trees that are even closer to the power lines. 

4. In the third paragraph on page 18 in the INITIAL DECISION, 

"....during that time, the Complainants could have had the property surveyed by their own surveyor, filed 
a Complaint with the Commission " 

The Complainants wish to point out that they did contact the Pennsylvania Utility 

Commission in September 2013 and filed an informal complaint as instructed by the 

representative and were told the Met-Ed could not remove the trees during their 

investigation. In addition, Met-Ed's own survey also showed that the two trees were out of 

the Right-of-Way based on the description in the official easement (i.e., 90 feet wide strip) 

(Complainants' Exhibit A, Exhibit 1 and 2). 

5. In the second paragraph, #13 on page 21 in the INITIAL DECISION, 
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"Vegetation maintenance constitutes a utility service and must be performed in a safe, adequate, 
reasonable and efficient manner " 

The tree stumps hidden in the grass after the trees' removal are obvious hazards to the 

safety of children riding bikes, playing sports and elderly walking in the area. Met-Ed has 

refused to remove the stumps. 

6. In the first paragraph #10, on page 21 in the INITIAL DECISION, 

"The Commission has jurisdiction over matters involving vegetation management within a right of way". 

In the last paragraph #9 on page 20 

"....the interpretation of a valid right of way agreement are exclusively within the jurisdiction of the Courts 
of Common Pleas" 

The conclusion of whether Met-Ed's cutting down the trees constitutes reasonable 

vegetation management could not be determined by the Initial Decision of the 

Administrative Law Judge when trees were outside the Right-of-Way. 

We maintain that the easement strip is 90 feet wide as clearly spelled out in the official 

document, not 95 feet wide as insisted by the company with no valid evidence. The hand 

drawing that the company showed to us and claimed to be the easement is no official 

easement at all and was approved to be wrong by Mr. Charles W. Emerick, Jr., Director of 

Community Development in Derry Township, an expert with over 30 years of engineering 

experience. (This evidence was provided in the Complainants' Exhibit C) 

7. According to the definition, the "Evidence" is the available body o f facts or information 

indicating whether a belief or proposition is true or valid. The Complainants' exhibit A 

through F and exhibit 1 through 3 are either facts or information about facts. They are 

either verified by experts or official documents or can be verified. Original copies o f the 

evidence can be provided if requested. The Complainants request that the Commission 

carefully review again all the evidence that the Complainants provided. 

Exhibit A are legal documents obtained from the Dauphin County Court House. 

Exhibit B is information provided by the Met-Ed. 

Exhibit C is information from our witness, who has over 30 years of engineering and land 

surveying experience. 
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Exhibit D is public information about fact 

Exhibit E is picture information about the facts. 

Exhibit F is picture information about the facts. 

Exhibit 1 contains legal documents obtained from the Dauphin County Court House, 

including land development survey. 

Exhibit 2 is the information from the Met-Ed showing the trees were out of the 90 feet 

Right-of-Way. 

Exhibit 3 are pictures ofthe facts and scientific calculation based on the facts. 

Met-Ed's aggressive vegetation management beyond the right-of-Way might be a cost saving 

for their own benefit but is not reasonable or fair to the Complainants without appropriate 

compensation. Based on the reasons outlined above, the Complainants request that the 

Commission reconsider the INITIAL DECISION ofthe Administrative Law Judge and hold Met-Ed 

responsible and accountable for the problems they created; at a minimum, Met-Ed should 

remove the two tree stumps for safety reasons and compensate for the irreversible loss that 

Complainants suffered as a result ofthe tree removal. 

Very truly yours, 

Yanling Chen and Jianmir g 
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FERC: Help - Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) - Tree Trimming a... hltp://www.rerc.gov/help/laqs/lree-veget.asp 

RECEIVED 
FERC 
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION j Q j t J J ^ p p 2 9 flfl | j : 1 | 7 

F r e q u e n t l y A s k e d Q u e s t i o n s ( F A Q s ) 

Tree T r i m m i n g and Vegeta t ion Management Landowners 

FA PUC 
SECRETARY'S BUREAU 

Print this 

[Expand All] 

1- Is It true lhal eleclric utlliUss aro rociu rod bv fodoraMaw IQ, cut down all.tUgjrBqs near.lhgir powor 
lings? 

No. In order to prevent power outages, federally approved reliability standards require utilities to 
manage vegetation growth along the path of their larger power transmission lines to prevent trees 
or other vegetation from contacting the power lines. However, federally approved reliability 
standards do not mandate or prohibit clear- cutting or any other particular method of vegetation 
management, nor do they apply to the smaller distribution lines that deliver power directly to your 
home. 

Top of oagc 

2. Who decides whether.an eloctric ulililv qan cut down A t r 9 e near a DO^gr.ling? 

Ttie choice of how to trim trees and manage vegetation growth near a power line Is primarily made 
by the electric utility, subject to state and local requirements and laws, applicable safety codes, and 
any limitations or obligations specified In rights-of-way agreements. 

Top of page 

CONTACT 

Off ice of Externa l A f fa i rs 
Telephone: 202-502-8004 
Toll-free; 1-866-208-3372 
Email: aisLQinei^/Wicyav 

About MiBC 
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H-RC Car,(a 

C.niWH Ir i f ' j rnut ioi i about FERC 

Code ol I'cdoMl Hcgubtlona ( O R) 

Commission Mtf t t i ig i ; 

Court Cases 

Gas Pre-flllilfl 

CIS Muys 

M.irdct Oversight 

Power Marketwrs 
Piitil*: ftelerfmvt) Room 

3. What is FERC's role? 

FERC has no direct role In electric utility plans for tree trimming and vegetation management. FERC 
approves reliability standards that apply to electric t ransmiss ion fac i l i t ies (generally lines above 
200,000 Volts, or 200 kV). Among these standards Is one that requires sufficient clearance be 
maintained between trees and transmission lines for service reliability and safety purposes. Lower 
voltage d i s t r i bu t ion fac i l i t ies (generally lines below 200 kV) are regulated by the utility regulatory 
commissions within each state. Individual state regulatory commissions have the authority to set 
vegetation management standards for distribution lines. 

Top of paae 

•t. How can I tell whelliorjho troo Irlmmlnfi.grpu.nd myHneg.igfpr the iransmisslpn or distribution 

The power Mnes'running In front of your house on wooden or metal poles are usually distribution 
lines, High towers with multiple lines are most often transmission lines. Most, but not all, vegetation 
management activities that affect homeowners Involve local distribution, not transmission, and are 
subject to state and local requirements. To be certain, you can call your local utility or state 
regulatory commission. 

Top of page 

5. Jhe.nower. lines, near. my. house .don't. S9em.to.b9.anywh.ere.near.thij.ifses..so.why.ls.iho.eioctric 
ul iI i I y. t [ j m m I n g m y j reea. a ny way2 

There are two reasons for this. First, electric utilities are required to maintain the appropriate 
clearance between trees and transmission lines at all times. For example, In the summer, power 
lines sag as they expand, due to air temperature and heavy use. Clearances around the lines must 
account for this, as well as wind, which causes the lines to sway. So on a cool, still day, It may 
appear that there Is ample, or even excessive, clearance that Is needed for hot or windy day. 
Second, electric utilities usually prune or remove vegetation to a distance greater than the 
minimum clearances to account for future growth, movement of trees or power lines due to wind, 
conductor sag due to heat and line loading, and other factors. 

Top of page 
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6, Bin Ihe trees Ihe eleclric. utiiily wanls tocul are In my^yard. Why can') I sio p_l ho j j l pc IT[CJJIjh I ylrom 
gulling down or Itimtninq my Iroes? 

An electric utility Is granted an easement or a right-of-way on private property In order to build and 
maintain electric power lines. The terms of a utility right-of-way, defining the rights of the parties 
for building and maintaining electric lines, are specified in rights-of-way agreements, these 
agreements are usually attached to a property deed. If you do not have a Copy, you may contact 
the utility company that owns the transmission line to obtain a copy of the right-of-way agreement 
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FERC; Help - Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) - Tree Trimming a... iittp://www.t'erc.gov/help/faqs/tree-veget.asp 

for your property. 
Top of c-igo 

7. What aro my rinhts as a landowner? 

Landowner rights are usually negotiated as part of the right-of-way agreements executed between 
the utility company and the current or previous landowner and may be attached to the property 
deed. Right-of-way agreements describe the rights of the parties for building and maintaining 
electric lines. Such agreements are subject to the review of local regulatory authorities, and/or the 
courts. As noted above, you may contact the utility company that owns the transmission line to 
obtain a copy of the right-of-way agreement for your property. 

Top of page 

9. WhtfJS rosponsible far datermininq ll)B tighls ol InndQwnots? 

The rights of landowners with respect to trees and power lines are not established by FERC. In the 
majority of cases, states have the authority to approve the location or siting of transmission and 
distribution lines and, therefore, oversee these Issues. 

Top ofoage 

9. Tme trimming seams like a local issue. Why Is Iho fodoral qovornmnnl involvod? 

Tree trimming around power lines Is a local Issue, but vegetation growth also affects Interstate 
transmission lines regulated by FERC. Tree contact with transmission lines was the leading cause of 
the August 2003 blackout that affected 50 million people In the Northeast United States and 
Canada. As a result of the 2003 blackout, Congress passed the Energy Policy Act of 2005 granting 
FERC the authority to review, approve, and enforce mandatory reliability standards for the nation's 
bulk-power system. As part of those reliability standards, FERC approved a vegetation management 
standard applicable to large Interstate transmission facilities (200 kV and above) and limited, lower 
voltage facilities that are determined to be critical to the reliability of the bulk-power system. 

Top of paee 

10. What is Ihe tgderal nilo or retiulalion tiovornlnq tronsmlsslon line vooolaHon manaugm^nl and whal 
cloifs il fonuire,? 

The Vegetation Management Reliability Standard, FAC-003, establishes a minimum clearance 
between trees and transmission lines In the right-of-way, which must be maintained at all times In 
order to achieve service reliability and public safety. The standard does not specify frow a 
transmission company should conduct Its vegetation management (e.g., pruning, herbicides or tree 
removal). Rather, It specifies that the company must manage Its vegetation plan to minimize 
electricity outages from power line contact with trees In or adjacent to the transmission line rights-
of-way. Reliability Standard FAC-003 can be found here; (t]ttp:/iww.w.iierc.CQm/_filesiEAC;003U.»d[ 
•ff). 
The current standard only requires that a minimum clearance distance be achieved. Decisions 
related to any clearance practice that goes above and beyond the minimum clearance distance set 
in the standard are at the sole discretion of the transmission owner, subject to applicable 
requirements set by state and local authorities. 

Top of page 
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Through a public process, FERC certified the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) 
as the Electric Reliability Organization with the responsibility for developing and enforcing 
mandatory standards to protect the reliability of the bulk-power system. NERC creates these 
standards. Including the vegetation management standard, through an open and inclusive process 
with extensive Input from electric utilities and other Interested stakeholders. FERC's role Is limited 
to approving or remanding standards proposed by NERC and, along with NERC, enforcing those 
standards. FERC also has the authority to direct NERC to write a new standard, or revise an existing 
standard, to address a specific reliability matter. 

Top of page 

12. Does FERC requlra.efectric ul ililles io clearcut ,1 ro_es.on_d9Ws-oi-wny? 

No. As noted above, electric utilities are not required or prohibited by FERC to use any particular 
method to meet the minimum clearance (e.g., clear cutting the right-of-way, use of herbicides, 
selective pruning, etc.). A utility may choose the method of maintaining clearance, subject to the 
applicable right-of-way agreements, state or local laws and ordinances, and applicable safety codes. 

Proper techniques for utility vegetation management work are outlined in best management 
practice booklets, which can be ordered at: httpj(ZsecuLC.Isa;atbor.cOJnZwebstoiieZSia[itlau]S; 
and:Practices:C2t.aspx i?. 

Consumer tree care Information (including Information on utility pruning) can be found at 
http;//.www,treesai eflood.com/treecare/treecarelnfo.aspx iff. 

General questions related to proper vegetation management can also be directed to the Utility 
Arborlst Association; hUp;/^www.utllltyaiboi'Jst,ojo itf. 
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Top of page 

13. Can FERC order companies lo meel onlv the minimum clearanco undqt Iho rotiabllltv standard and 
go nofudhor? 

No. FERC has no authority to do so. As stated above, to maintain minimum clearances at all times, 
transmission owners must often prune or remove vegetation to greater distances than the 
minimum. There may also be reasons other than the standard that affect a company's vegetation 
management practices, such as policies established by states, a desire to Improve reliability above 
the minimum requirements (and thereby reduce the possibility of penalties for non-compliance), 
reducing the cost of frequent tree- tr imming, and the terms of any Individual agreements with 
property owners. All of these potential Issues lie outside FERC's Jurisdiction. 

Top of page 

14. Couldn't FERC uso Ils anforcemenl ability In rasolve complaints over how transmission ulilities 
conduct thplr vflMtfillon manatigmput? 

FERC can only enforce compliance with the requirements outlined in FAC-003. This standard does 
not dictate, thus FERC cannot enforce, how an electric utility chooses to comply, or whether their 
compliance efforts exceed the minimum clearances required by the standard. 

Top of page 

15, Aro utilities rpquired to replace lrees or vegetation removed from rights-of-way? 

No. There Is no federally approved reliability standard addressing this issue. Rlght-of- way 
agreements or state or local environmental laws or regulations may address this Issue. While not 
mandated, good utility practices can include promotion of desirable, stable, low-growing plant 
communities, replanting, and replacing trees. 

Top of page 

16. Whom can landowners go lo get more Information on how to address concerns ihev may have? 

The electric utility company that operates In your service territory is the first place to go. The 
customer service phone number can usually be found on your electric bill. Questions about the 
t ransmiss ion reliability standard for vegetation management can be answered by FERC, NERC, or 
the Regional Entity overseeing reliability locally. (See trt tp:/ /www.i ierc.com/paqe.phi}?cld-l |q| 119 
i<? and click on your part of the country to find the contact information for the relevant Regional 
Entity.) 

Questions about how an electric utility conducts Its transmission vegetation management program. 
Including its tree tr imming and vegetation management plan, may be answered by the local state 
regulatory commission or other, relevant local govemmenta) authority. 

Questions about vegetation management for d i s t r i bu t ion lines should not be addressed to FERC or 
NERC. If your local electric company cannot answer your question, another good source of 
Information is the state public utility (or public service) commission, which usually has a customer 
complaint service. I f Its staff cannot help, they may have other suggestions. For links to state 
commissions see l i L U J i ^ a w w a i ^ c ^ t a ^ m n l s s i o a s ^ d r n iff. 
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What are Distribution Lines? 

Electrical distribution lines are underground or overhead power lines that carry 

electricity from a substation to your home. Overhead lines are typically visible 

throughout your neighborhood, extending from pole to pole. Occasionally trees 

or other types of vegetation can interfere with these lines and it is important to 

manage this before it affects your electric service. 

Why is Tree Trimming Necessary? 

Trees can threaten service reliability 

Trees interfering with power lines can cause two different types of outages. 

1. A momentary power interruption - When a tree limb contacts a power line, 

the tree becomes an alternative path for the electricity, which creates a short 

circuit. Small branches and twigs often clear from the line before a strong path 

to ground is established. The result is a momentary power interruption that 

lasts just long enough to cause your lights to blink. However, when many twigs 

and branches are in contact with a line, the cumulative effect can be enough to 

cause a complete loss of power. 

2. A complete loss of power — Lightning, wind or the weight of ice and snow can snap 

tree branches and topple them into power lines. Trees and tree limbs weakened by 

age, disease or insects can also break and damage power lines. This results in a 

sustained interruption that requires repairs to the line. 

Trees can threaten public safety 

When trees impact electric lines and cause power outages, it's more than incon­

venient. Such situations can also threaten public safety, especially when they involve 

Fallen wires or when service is interrupted to hospitals, nursing homes, traffic light 

controls, water pumps, fire alarms and other vital facilities. Never go near a downed wire 

and warn others to stay away. Report downed wires to your local police or fire depart­

ment, or call our outage reporting number at i-888-LIGHTSS (1-888-544-4877). 

Trimming Intervals 

Although it is not possible to predict all tree-related problems, FirstEnergy's tree-trimming 

program is designed to prevent safety or reliability problems from occurring. Typically, we trim 

trees on a maintenance cycle every four or five years. We also review records of power inter­

mptions attributed to trees to help establish our tree-trimming priorities. 



Professional Tree Trimmers Help Keep the Lines Clear 

FirstEnergy employs independent contractors whose skilled, professional crews trim 

trees to provide enough clearance between limbs and lines for safe and reliable service. 

Crews perform the work under the guidance and inspection of FirstEnergy's foresters. 

We encourage our contractors to use a natural trim­

ming method called drop-crotch or directional pruning, 

proven to be the best method forthe long-term health of 

the tree. It is called drop-crotch trimming because the 

proper cut for the best health of the tree is at the crotch 

ofthe branch where it joins a larger branch or trunk. It 

is also known as directional pruning because it directs 

subsequentgrawth away from the power lines. This type 

of trimming reduces the amount of wood to be removed 

in future trims. 

Drop-crotch cut 

Remove this —> 

Cut here —> 

When Trimming Isn't Enough 
Occasionally, trees are planted in unsuitable areas. Some trees belong in the for­

est, not in an urban environment. For fast-growing trees like silver maples, willows and 

sycamores, the repeated trimmings required to keep limbs clear of power lines increase 

tree decay and make trees more susceptible to disease. When thesetypes of trees are 

placed directly under or near power lines, removal is the best solution. 

Wood Disposal and Stump Removal 

Generally, vegetation management crews do not remove stumps or roots of 

trees, although this service may be available at a minimal cost to property owners 

in some areas. In most cases, stumps will be cut off flush with the ground. Trees 

that are located in fencerows or that contain metal, cement, rocks, etc., will be cut 

above the interfering material. 

After a tree is pruned or removed, small tree limbs and branches are run 

through a chipper and hauled away. Wood that is too large forthe chipper is 

cut into manageable lengths and left on the property, near the base ofthe tree. 

Disposal or use of all such wood is the property owner's responsibility. 



Customer Notification is Important 

In most cases, we will attempt to notify the property owner before removing a tree. 
However, in an emergency, we are not always able to contact the property owner in ad­
vance. Ifthe tree in question is located between utility poles, FirstEnergy will remove the 
tree free of charge. Ifthe tree is located between a utility pole and the customer's home, 
we will disconnect the service free of charge, but in most cases the homeowner will be 
responsible for the actual tree removal. Please call your FirstEnergy utility for specific 
details about your tree and power lines. 

Proper Tree Placement 
Tree management around power lines requires a long-term perspective. The conflict 

between trees and power lines can be resolved through timely, effective trimming and 
also by making sure that the right trees are planted in the proper place. 

Our foresters recognize that each tree has its own unique characteristics. While 
many trees contribute greatly to our living environment, others don't do well in certain 
areas. Tall-growing trees are not compatible with electric lines. Areas around distribu­
tion power lines have only 25 feet of growing room for tree height, so it does not make 
good sense to plant trees that will grow 80 feet tall in such a place. 

We prefer that you avoid planting any tree underneath power lines, but if you do the 
key is to select the right kind of tree for the location. As the diagram shows, make sure 
any tree planted within 20 feet of neighborhood distribution power lines is a variety that 
will grow to a mature height of 25 feet or less. Small trees such as flowering crabapple, 
dogwood or servlceberry are Ideal for these locations. In addition, such trees often fea­
ture smaller root structures. So they're also less likely to crack sidewalks and driveways 
or to clog underground drain lines. 

(continued on next page) •ZoneT 
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Proper Tree Placement (continued from previous page) 

Plant taller trees farther away to ensure they can't grow into power lines. At dis­

tances of 20 to 50 feet, plant trees that grow to a height of 40 feet or less. For instance, 

linden or magnolia trees are a good choice in these areas. 

If you want to planta tree that grows tall, such asa maple, oak, pine or spruce, 

make sure it's at least 50 feet from the nearest residential overhead lines. 

There are a number of tree varieties that are specifically not recommended for 

use near overhead lines of any kind. The disadvantages of these trees include brittle-

ness - which makes them vulnerable to storm damage - or susceptibility to disease and 

insect infestations. 

Trees to avoid for these reasons include: 

Black Locust 
Callery Pear 
Catalpa 
Box Elder 
Elm-American 
Elm-Siberian 
Horse chestnut 
Mulberry 
Poplar (Carolina, Lombardi or other hybrids) 
Silver Maple 
Sycamore 
Tree-of-Heaven 
White Pine 
Willow 

Underground Electric Service 

Do not plant trees and shrubs too close to underground lines. Trees with shallow 

surface roots or deep spreading roots can damage them. Special care also should be 

taken when planting near above-ground pad mount transformers. Please plant trees 

and shrubs at least 10 feet 

away from a transformer's 

service door, and at least 

three feet from its back 

and sides. Rememberto 

consider the plants mature 

width priorto spotting 

the location. 



Transmission Lines and Rights-of-Way 

Vegetation around transmission lines is treated much differently than 

vegetation around distribution lines. On transmission rights-of-way, we 

typically clear rather than prune established trees in order to maintain safe and 

reliable electric service. Some low-growing shrubs are allowed to remain in the 

transmission corridor to provide a viable habitat for wildlife as long as they do not 

obstruct safe access. 

Wire Zone 
Extends 15' on each 

side of outside conductor 

Border Zone 
Extends from the transmission corridor edge to within 15' 

from the outside transmission conductor 

The approach that FirstEnergy employs is the control or removal of all 

incompatible vegetation in the wire zone and border zone that has the potential to 

interfere with the safe and efficient operation of the transmission system. The goal 

in the wire zone is to promote a low-growing plant community of grasses, herbs 

and shrubs (approximately 3 - 5' in height). In the border zone, we support a plant 

community of flowering plants and taller compatible shrubs (approximately 12 -15' 

in height). 

If you are considering planting shrubs on any transmission right-of-way, please 

contact our forestry staff for information. 

Note: Ihe Wire Zone/Border Zone approach is used for rights-of-way wider than too'. In 
locations where the rights-of-way are 100'or lass, incompatible vegetal ion is controlled 
from edge Co edge af the right-of-way. 



Call Before You Dig 

Before you plant trees or shrubs, dial 8-1-1. This federally 

mandated national "Call Before You Dig" numberwas created to 

help protect you from unintentionally hitting underground utility 

lines. Call at least 48 hours prior to starting your project to have 

your lines marked;soyou can dig safely. 

Know what's below. 
Call before you dig. 

The Big Picture 

We take our job of providing reliable and safe electricity to your home and com­

munity very seriously. One tree-related outage can affect hundreds of customers. We 

appreciate your cooperation Jn supporting our vegetation management program. By 

working together, we can hold down the cost of your electric service, reduce the possibil­

ity of power interruptions to your neighborhood, and still enjoy the positive qualities that' 

trees contribute to pur lives. 

If you.have any questions about our vegetatipn'management program, please visit 

www.firstenergycorp.com/trees or call your FirstEnergy electric utility. 

The Illuminating Gompany . . 1-800-589-3101 

JCP&L 1-800-662-3115 

Met-Ed.. .1-800-545-7741 

Mon Power 1-800-686-0022 

Ohio Edison 1-800-633-4766 

Penelec 1-800-545-7741 

Penn Power 1-800-720-3600 

Potomac Edison 1-800-686-0011 

Toledo Edison 1-800-447-3333 

West Penn Power 1-800-686-0021 
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Before The 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

Yanling Chen and Jianming Hu 

v. 

Metropolitan Edison Company 

Docket No. C-2013-2397061 

Exceptions of Complainants 

Certificate of Service 

We hereby certify that we have this day served a true copy of the EXCEPTIONS of 
Complainants (Yanling Chen and Jianming Hu) upon the parties, listed below, in accordance 
with the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 1.54 (relating to service by a party). 

Via email 

Ra-OSA(Q>pa.gov 

Office of Special Assistants (OSA) 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 

Via first class mail 

Brian C. Wauhop, Esquire 

409 North Second Street, Ste. 500 

Harrisburg, PA 17101-1357 
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Dated: April 29, 2015 

Respectfully submitted, . 

Yanling Chen and Jianmyig Hu 

1126 Chadwick Cir. 

Hummelstown, PA 17036 

(717) 829-7926 


