
BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission,		:
Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement		:
							:
	v.						:		C-2014-2437291
							:
Dollar Taxi, LLC					:



ORDER GRANTING CONTINUANCE


On August 14, 2014, the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement (I&E) filed a formal Complaint against Dollar Taxi, LLC at Docket Number C-2014-2437291.  In its Complaint, I&E averred that Dollar Taxi had a fast meter in violation of Commission regulations and requested that a $500 fine be imposed.  On September 2, 2014, Dollar Taxi filed an Answer to I&E’s Complaint noting that it was unaware of the fast meter and immediately corrected the problem once it became aware of the situation.  Dollar Taxi requested lenience in light of these mitigating circumstances.

On April 20, 2015, the Commission issued a Hearing Notice establishing an Initial Hearing for Tuesday, June 9, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. in Hearing Room 4 of the Commonwealth Keystone Building in Harrisburg and assigning me as the Presiding Officer.  A Prehearing Order dated April 23, 2015 was issued setting forth various procedural issues that would govern the Hearing.

On May 22, 2015, counsel for Dollar Taxi submitted a Request for Continuance of the Hearing scheduled for June 9, 2015.  Counsel stated that she will no longer be representing Dollar Taxi as of May 26, 2015 and requested 60 days for Dollar Taxi to secure counsel.  Counsel for Dollar Taxi further indicated that counsel for I&E does not oppose the request.
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Section 5.483(a) of the Commission’s regulations provide Presiding Officers the authority to regulate the course of the proceeding.  52 Pa.Code § 5.483(a).  Furthermore, Section 1.2 also provides that the Commission’s rules shall be “liberally construed to secure the just, speedy and inexpensive determination of every action or proceeding.”  52 Pa.Code § 1.2(a).  The Prehearing Order dated April 23, 2015 in this case allowed parties to request a change of the scheduled Hearing date within five days prior to the Hearing and to state the agreement or opposition of the other parties.  The request by counsel for Dollar Taxi complies with both of these provisions.  Furthermore, counsel for Dollar Taxi indicated in the request that she will no longer be representing Dollar Taxi and requested the continuance to allow Dollar Taxi to obtain alternative counsel.

The requested continuance will be granted because it is in the public interest and unopposed.  Corporations, including limited liability corporations such as Dollar Taxi, are required to be represented by counsel licensed to practice law in Pennsylvania in proceedings before the Commission.  Dollar Taxi will be given sixty (60) days from the date of this Order to have alternative counsel enter an appearance on its behalf.  At that time, the Initial Hearing will be rescheduled.  If no alternative counsel has entered his or her appearance on behalf of Dollar Taxi within sixty (60) days from the date of this Order, the Hearing may proceed and a decision may be entered against Dollar Taxi.  Furthermore, counsel for Dollar Taxi is directed to ensure that the Company receives a copy of this Order.


ORDER

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Request for Continuance filed in the above-captioned matter on May 22, 2015 is hereby granted because it is reasonable and unopposed.

2. That the Hearing scheduled for June 9, 2015 is hereby cancelled.

3. That Dollar Taxi has sixty (60) days from the date of this Order to have alternative counsel enter an appearance on its behalf at which time the Hearing will be rescheduled

4. That, if no alternative counsel has entered his or her appearance on behalf of Dollar Taxi within sixty (60) days from the date of this Order, the Hearing may proceed and a decision may be entered against Dollar Taxi.



Date:	May 28, 2015	______________________________
		Joel H. Cheskis
		Administrative Law Judge
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