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ORDER #6 - CONSOLIDATING COMPLAINTS 

History of the Proceeding 

On January 5, 2001, Philadelphia Gas Works ("PGW" or "Respondent") 

filed Supplement No. 7 to Tariff Gas - Pa. P.U.C. No. 1 with the Pennsylvania Public 

Utility Commission ("PUC"). Said Supplement was scheduled to become effective 

March 6, 2001. In said tariff, PGW proposed changes in rules, regulations and rates 

calculated to produce $65,000,000 in additional annual revenues. 

In addition, PGW filed a petition for waiver of potentially applicable 

notification and filing requirements and establishment of expedited hearing schedule for 

base rate proceeding. 

Comments to PGW's Petition were filed by the Office of Consumer 

Advocate ("OCA"), Office of Trial Staff ("OTS"), Philadelphia Industrial and 

Commercial Users Group ("PICGUG") and the Consumers Education and Protective 



Association, the Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now, Action 

Alliance of Senior Citizens of Greater Philadelphia and Tenants' Action Group 

(collectively "CEPA et al"). 

By Order entered February 8, 2001, the Pennsylvania Public Utility 

Commission ("Commission") instituted an investigation into the lawfulness, justness and 

reasonableness of the proposed rate increase. Pursuant to section 1308(d) of the Public 

Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. § 1308(d), Supplement No. 7 to TariffGas-Pa. P.U.C. No. 1 

was suspended by operation of law until October 6, 2001 unless otherwise directed by 

Order of the Commission. In addition, the Commission ordered that the investigation 

include consideration of the lawfulness, justness and reasonableness of PGW's existing 

rates. The matter was assigned to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for resolution 

by hearings and for issuance of a Recommended Decision. The petition for waiver of 

potentially applicable notification and filing requirements and establishment of expedited 

hearing schedule for base rate proceedings was granted in part and denied ih part. PGW's 

request for waiver of 52 Pa. Code §53.45(a) which requires that a utility file with the 

Commission written notice 30 days prior to the filing was granted. PGW's request to 

provide notice to customers under the altemative method set forth in 52 Pa. Code 

§53.45(b)(4) was granted. PGW's request for waiver from providing the information 

required at 52 Pa. Code §§53.52 and 53.53 was denied. 

On March 12, 2001, OCA filed a Motion to Dismiss Objections and 

Compel Answers to Interrogatory 31 of OCA SET II and Interrogatories 15, 23-26, 28-

32, 34-37, 39-41, 45-46 and 51 of OCA SET III. PGW filed an Answer to the Motion to 

Compel on March 16, 2001. On March 20, 2001, CEPA etal filed a Letter Memorandum 

in support of OCA's Motion to Dismiss Objections and Compel Answers. 

PGW filed a Motion in Limine on March 21, 2001. 



On March 22, 2001, CEPA etal filed a Motion to Dismiss Objections and 

Compel Answers to Interrogatories CEPA-1 through 21, 23 through 30, 32 through 42 

and CEPA-49 of CEPA etaTs First Set of Interrogatories. On March 28, 2001, PGW 

filed an Answer to the Motion. 

Public Input Hearings were held in this matter on March 28 and 29, 2001 in 

Philadelphia. 

On April 2, 2001, OCA, OTS, PICGUG and CEPA et al filed Answers to 

the Motion in Limine. 

On April 6, 2001, PGW filed Reply to Answers to the Motion in Limine or, 

in the Altemative, Request for Leave to Respond and the Response to the Answers of 

PICGUG, CEPA etal, OTS and OCA. 

On April 13, 2001, the presiding officer issued Order #3 denying PGW's 

Motion in Limine. 

Order #4, granting OCA's Motion to Dismiss Objections and Compel 

Answers, was issued on April 17, 2001. 

Order #5, granting in part CEPA etaTs Motion to Dismiss Objections and 

Compel Answers, was issued on April 19, 2001. 

The following complaints were assigned to the presiding officer on April 

16, 2001: 

Ida Holloway v. Philadelphia Gas Works Docket No. C-00014826 

Regina M. Krohn v. Philadelphia Gas Works Docket No. C-00014827 



• 

Zina Hampton v. Philadelphia Gas Works Docket No. C-00014828 

Mary and Salvatore Danese v. Philadelphia Gas Works Docket No. C-00014843 

Fredrick Karcher v. Philadelphia Gas Works Docket No. C-00014910 

Jessie Cardine Hairston v. Philadelphia Gas Works Docket No. C-00015037 

Cora M. Turpin v. Philadelphia Gas Works Docket No. C-00015044 

Stella Miller v. Philadelphia Gas Works DocketNo. C-00015045 

Mrs. Frank Boettcher v. Philadelphia Gas Works Docket No. C-00015046 

Themiah Waters v. Philadelphia Gas Works DocketNo. C-00015047 

Walter Stukowski v. Philadelphia Gas Works Docket No. C-00015048 

Lester Hebert v. Philadelphia Gas Works Docket No. C-00015050 

Florence Preisano v. Philadelphia Gas Works DocketNo. C-00015098 

By Secretarial letter, dated April 24, 2001, the Commission appointed an 

administrative counsel to offer the management audit into the record in this rate 

proceeding. 

On April 26, 2001, Stanley E. Brown, Esquire entered his appearance as 

administrative counsel. 

Discussion 

The thirteen complainants in the cases assigned to the presiding officer on 

April 16, 2001 are complaining about PGW's current and proposed rates. Since the rate 

case is pending, these complaints will be consolidated with the rate proceeding. 



The Commission's regulation at 52 Pa. Code §5.81 provides: 

(a) The Commission or presiding officer, with or 
without motion, may order proceedings involving a common 
question of law or fact to be consolidated. The Commission 
or presiding officer may make orders concerning the conduct 
of the proceeding as may avoid unnecessary costs or delay. 

Since the base rate proceeding at Docket No. R-00006042 and the thirteen 

listed cases involve a common question of law and fact and the consolidation would 

avoid unnecessary costs, the cases at Docket Nos. C-00014826, C-00014827, C-

00014828, C-00014843, C-00014910, C-00015037, C-00015044, C-00015045, C-

00015046, C-00015047, C-00015048, C-00015050 and C-00015098 will be consolidated 

with the base rate proceeding at Docket No. R-00006042 pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §5.81. 

The public input hearings were held on March 28, and 29, 2001. At that 

time, members of the public expressed their opinions of PGW's current rates, proposed 

rates and customer service. In addition, the public was given the opportunity to talk to 

the attorneys from the Office of Trial Staff, the Office of Consumer Advocate, and the 

Office of Small Business Advocate. 

The Complainants in the thirteen listed cases are not required to come to 

the public hearings scheduled for May 22, 23, 24, 25, 3 0 and 31, 2001. During the public 

hearings, counsel for the active parties will cross-examine the witnesses of the other 

active parties. These parties have already submitted the written direct testimony of their 

witnesses. 

The Complainants in the thirteen listed cases are inactive parties. Inactive 

parties will receive copies of any decisions and Commission orders. The inactive parties 

will not participate in discovery or testify and cross-examine witnesses at the formal 



hearings. Therefore, inactive parties will not receive copies of the hearing exhibits or the. 

briefs of the active parties. Active parties will receive all documents and must copy all 

other active parties (and any inactive party that requests it) on documents sent to the 

Commission or the presiding officer. 

In addition, pursuant to the Secretarial Order, Mr. Brown will present the 

Management audit. We are scheduling a date for Mr. Wheaton, the Project Manager 

from the auditing firm, to testify. 

ORDER 

THEREFORE, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That the complaints filed by Ida Holloway v. Philadelphia Gas 

Works, DocketNo. C-00014826; Regina M. Krohn v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket 

No. C-00014827; Zina Hampton v. Philadelphia Gas Works, DocketNo. C-00014828; 

Mary and Salvatore Danese v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-00014843; 

Fredrick Karcher v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-00014910; Jessie Cardine 

Hairston v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-00015037; Cora M. Turpin v. 

Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-00015044; Stella Miller v. Philadelphia Gas 

Works, Docket No. C-00015045; Mrs. Frank Boettcher v. Philadelphia Gas Works, 

Docket No. C-00015046; Themiah Waters v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-

00015047; Walter Stukowski v. Philadelphia Gas Works, DocketNo. C-00015048; 

Lester Hebert v. Philadelphia Gas Works, Docket No. C-00015050; and Florence 

Preisano v. Philadelphia Gas Works, DocketNo. C-00015098 are consolidated with the 

base rate case, Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission v. Philadelphia Gas Works, 

DocketNo. R-00006042. 



• 

2. That the caption be revised to add the complaints listed in ordering 

paragraph one. 

Date: 
/ rvfifrrmA wm T T A AAQ irnpnu A\A CYNTHIA WILLIAMS FORDHAM 

Administrative Law Judge 
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SERVICE LIST 

ACTIVE PARTIES 

Daniel Clearfield, Esquire 
Mark S. Stewart, Esquire 
Wolf, Block, Schorr & Solis-Cohen LLP 
212 Locust Street, Suite 300 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Fax (717) 237-7161 
dclearfieldf5),wolfblock.com 

Johnnie E. Simms, Esquire 
Charles F. Hoffman, Esquire 
PA Public Utility Commission 
Office of Trial Staff 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 
Fax (717) 772-2677 
simmsifSjpuc.siate.pa.us 

Tanya J. McCloskey, Esquire 
Stephen J. Keene, Esquire 
James A. Mullins, Esquire 
Christy M. Appleby, Esquire 
Office of Consumer Advocate 
555 Walnut Street, 5* Floor 
Forum Place 
Harrisburg, PA 17101-1923 
Fax (717) 783-7152 
skeene@paoca.org;miillins(a).Daoca.org 
(C0023) 

Steven C. Gray, Esquire 
Office of Small Business Advocate 
Commerce Building Suite 1102 
300 North 2 n d Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Fax (717) 783-2831 
sgravtSistate.pa.us 
(C0070) 



Philip A. Bertocci, Esquire 
Edward A. McCool, Esquire 
Community Legal Services, Inc. 
1424 Chestnut Street, 4 [ h Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19102-2505 
Fax (215) 981-0435 
pbertoccif@cisphila.org 

Consumers Education 8c Protective Association (C0027) 
ACORN (C0027) 
Action Alliance of Senior Citizens (C0027) 
Tenants' Action Group (TAG) (C0027) 

David M. Kleppinger, Esquire 
Charis M. Burak, Esquire 
Karen S. Miller Omer, Esquire 
McNees Wallace & Nurick 
100 Pine Street 
P.O.Box 1166 
Harrisburg, PA 17108-1166 
Fax (717) 237-5300 
dklcppintSimwn.com 
cburakfSlmwn.com 

Phila. Industrial Commercial Gas Users GP (C0060) 

Wendell F. Holland, Esquire 
Steven W. Ching, Esquire 
Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP 
One Penn Center 19th Floor 
1617 John F. Kennedy Boulevard 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1895 
(215) 665-3282 
wfhfSiobermaver.com 

Walter W. Cohen, Esquire 
Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP 
204 State Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 
Fax (717) 234-9734 
waIter.cohen(a>,paonline.com 

Stanley E. Brown, Esquire 
Administrative Counsel 
PA Public Utility Commission 
P.O. Box 3265 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265 
Fax (717) 783-3458 
B ro w n S (a).s ta tc. pa. u s 
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C-00014826 
IDA HOLLOWAY 
6610 NORTH 1 8 T H STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19126 

C-00014827 
REGINA M KROHN 
1018 RIPLEY STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19111 

C-00014828 
ZINA HAMPTON 
2 3 01 7 6 T H AVENUE 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19150 

C-00014843 
MARY St SALVATORE 
DANESE 
2 94 0 CARLISLE STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19145 

C-00014910 
MR & MRS FRED W 
KARCHER 
3409 THOMPSON STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19134 

C-00015037 
JESSIE CORDINE 
HAIRSTON 
811 SOUTH ALDEN STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19134 

C-00015044 
CORA M TURPIN 
8 09 NORTH 6 T H STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA 
19123-2103 

C-00015045 
STELLA MILLER 
2702 E CLEARFIELD ST 
PHILADELPHIA PA 
19134-5839 

C-00015046 
MRS FRANK BOETTCHER 
3427 E THOMPSON ST 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19134 

C-00015047 
THEMIAH WATERS 
182 6 S 5 8™ STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19143 

C-00015048 
WALTEE STUKOWSKI 
2551 E ONTARIO STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19134 

C-00015050 
LESTER HEBERT 
2459 MEMPHIS STREET 
APT 1 

PHILADELPHIA PA 19125 

C-00015098 
FLORENCE PREISANO 
314 8 MERCER STREET 
PHILADELPHIA PA 19134 


