BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Henry Santana						:
							:
	v.						:	 C-2015-2484785
							:
Philadelphia Gas Works				:



ORDER


		On May 21, 2015, the Complainant, Henry Santana, filed a formal complaint against Philadelphia Gas Works (PGW).  The complaint involves allegations of damage to the sidewalk in front of the Complainant’s home by PGW following repairs made by PGW to a gas main.  On June 18, 2015, PGW filed an answer and preliminary objections to the complaint.  A Notice to Plead was attached to the preliminary objections and instructed the Complainant that an answer, if any, had to be filed within ten (10) days of the date of service of the preliminary objections.  

On July 7, 2015, the Complainant filed a letter with the Commission in which he requested an extension of time to file an answer to PGW’s preliminary objections.  In his request, the Complainant stated that he is in the process of retaining legal counsel through Community Legal Services of Philadelphia, and that the selected attorney will contact the Commission upon completion of the intake process.  

The Commission’s regulation at 52 Pa.Code §1.15(1) allows the Commission or a presiding officer to grant an extension of time where good cause exists.  Here, the Complainant states he has begun the process of obtaining legal counsel to assist him in this proceeding.  He indicated that his case has been admitted for intake with Community Legal Services and that an attorney has been assigned to him. To date, however, there is no indication in the Commission’s files that an attorney has entered an appearance or otherwise contacted the Commission on the Complainant’s behalf.  I believe, nonetheless, that the Complainant has described sufficient cause to grant his request for an extension of time.  Accordingly, the Complainant’s request for an extension of time to file an answer to PGW’s preliminary objections is granted and the Complainant is directed to file with the Commission an answer on or before Monday, August 10, 2015.  If no answer is filed by that date, I will issue a ruling on PGW’s preliminary objections without further input from the Complainant.

ORDER


		THEREFORE,

		IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the request of Henry Santana for an extension of time to file an answer to the preliminary objections of Philadelphia Gas Works is granted.

2. That an answer, if any, must be filed no later than August 10, 2015.

3. That if an answer to the preliminary objections of Philadelphia Gas Works is not filed by August 10, 2015, I will issue a ruling of the preliminary objections without further input from the Complainant.  


Dated:	 July 16, 2015									
							Steven K. Haas
							Administrative Law Judge
2
[bookmark: _GoBack]C-2015-2484785 - HENRY SANTANA v. PHILADELPHIA GAS WORKS

HENRY SANTANA
958 PRATT STREET
PHILADELPHIA PA  19124
215.626.4886

LAURETO FARINAS ESQUIRE
PHILADELPHIA GAS WORKS
4TH FLOOR
800 W MONTGOMERY AVENUE
PHILADELPHIA PA  19122
215.684.6982
-ACCEPTS ELECTRONIC SERVICE-
