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OPINION AND ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

Before the Commission are Petitions for Reconsideration filed by The
PP&L Industrial Customer Alliance (PPLICA) on January 6, 2005, by the Office of Trial
Staff (OTS) on January 5, 2005, and by Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future (PennFuture)
on January 5, 2005. Each of these Petitions seeks reconsideration of our Opinion and
Order entered December 22, 2004, which resolved the request for rate relief filed by PPL
Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL) at R-00049255.

HISTORY OF THE CASE

On March 29, 2004, PPL filed Supplement No. 38 to Tanff Electric-Pa.
P.U.C. No. 201 to become effective June 1, 2004, seeking Commission approval to
increase its retail distribution base rate revenues by $164.4 million. The Company’s
request was based on a future test year ending December 31, 2004. Additionally, PPL

sought to increase transmission charges by approximately $57.2 million.

A total of nine Public Input Hearings (PI Hearings) were held throughout
PPL’s service territory. Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Colwell conducted the PI
Hearings in Lancaster and Harrisburg. ALJ Jandebeur conducted the PI Hearings in

Scranton and Wilkes-Barre.

Four days of Evidentiary Hearings were held in Harrisburg the week of
August 9, 2004. During that time, testimony and exhibits of all the active Parties were

entered into the record. A total of 1,135 pages of transcript were produced (including the

PI Hearings), and the record closed on August 13, 2004.
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ALJ Turner’s Recommended Decision, which was served on the Parties on
Qctober 22, 2004, and modified by the Errata issued October 25, 2004, inter alia, granted
PPL a rate increase of $130,111,983, and set a Transmission Service Charge (TSC) rate
of $0.05439 per kWh. Various Parties filed Exceptions and Replies to Exceptions
seeking modifications to the Recommended Decision. On December 22, 2004, the

Commission entered its final Opinion and Order which addressed the Parties’ Exceptions.

On or about January 5 and January 6, 2005, PPLICA, OTS and PennFuture
filed Petitions for Reconsideration. Each Petition for Reconsideration seeks

reconsideration of our Opinion and Order entered August 23, 2004,
DISCUSSION

Pursuant to Rule 1701 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Appellate Procedure,
Pa. R.A.P. Rule 1701, the filing of a Petition for Review may limit the time frame within
which this Commission may act if it wishes to consider the various Petitions for
Reconsideration now before us. Although the deadline for filing a Petition for Review
has not yet run, the Commission would not have time to act on the Petitions for
Reconsideration before us if such a Petition for Review were timely filed. In the event
that appellate review of the December 22, 2004 Opinion and Order is filed, the thirty-day
time period within which we must take action on these Petitions for Reconsideration
expires on January 21, 2005. However, our next regularly scheduled Public Meeting is

February 3, 2005.

Under these circumstances, the better course is for the Commission to act
on the Petitions for Review now before us within thirty days of the date of entry of the
December 22, 2004 Opinion and Order so as to retain jurisdiction to further address the

Petitions on the merits. Accordingly, we shall grant reconsideration, within the meaning
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of Pa. R.A.P. Rule 1701(b)(3), pending review of, and further consideration on, the
merits of the Petitions; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Petition for Reconsideration filed on January 6, 2005, by
PP&L Industrial Customer Alliance is hereby granted, pending further review of, and

consideration on, the merits.

2. That the Petition for Reconsideration filed on January 5, 2005, by
the Office of Trial Staff is hereby granted, pending further review of, and consideration

on, the merits.

3. That the Petition for Reconsideration filed on January 5, 2005, by
the Citizens for Pennsylvania’s Future is hereby granted, pending further review of, and

consideration on, the merits.

BY THE COMMISSION,

JamesJ McNulty

Secretary
(SEAL)
ORDER ADOPTED: January 13, 2005

ORDER ENTERED: JAN 13 2005
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