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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


August 4, 2015
A-2014-2476976
TO ALL PARTIES
In re:
Application of Lower Makefield Township for approval of the alteration of the crossings where Heacock Road (SR 2029) (DOT 589 735 M), Stony Hill Road (SR 2069) (DOT 589 736 U) and Edgewood Road, cross, at grade, the three tracks CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSX) and operated by Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) and CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSX), located in Lower Makefield Township, Bucks County.
To Whom It May Concern:


At a location in Lower Makefield Township, Bucks County, the multiple tracks of Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) and CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSX), cross, at-grade, Heacock Road (DOT 589 735 M), Stony Hill Road (DOT 589 736 U) and Edgewood Road (DOT 589 737 B). 


In its application filed April 8, 2015, Lower Makefield Township seeks Commission approval to alter the subject crossings by installation of W10-9P “NO TRAIN HORN” plaques on the approaches of each crossing and W10-9 “NO TRAIN HORN” signs at each crossing.



In accordance with the regulations set forth by the Federal Railroad Administration’s (FRA) Train Horn Rule, Lower Makefield Township intends to create one new railroad quiet zone through its municipality.  Federal Regulations provide municipalities the option to maintain and/or establish quiet zones provided certain safety measures are in place and the crossing accident rate meets FRA standards. While the Public Utility Commission (PUC) does not approve or disapprove quiet zones per se, it is within PUC’s jurisdiction to approve or disapprove alterations to public crossings that would be necessary for a municipality to establish a quiet zone under the federal regulations. 

    

Lower Makefield Township is proposing to create a Quiet Zone along approximately 2.0 miles of the railway line within their township (between Milepost 27.95 and Milepost 29.95 on the CSX Trenton Subdivision Rail Line).  The three railroad-highway grade crossings involved in this project are Heacock Road, Stony Hill Road and Edgewood Road.  

    

CSX owns all railroad property and railroad right-of-way within this corridor.  SEPTA leases tracks from CSX and under its lease agreement, SEPTA is responsible for maintaining the two northernmost tracks within this corridor.  CSX operates and maintains the remaining (southernmost) track.
     
  
The three referenced crossings currently are timber and asphalt crossing surfaces and have flashing lights, gates, stop lines and grade crossing pavement markings on all the approach roadways.  Heacock Road in the area of the subject crossing is a 4-lane PennDot highway with a speed limit of 40 mph.  Stony Hill Road in the area of the subject crossing is a 2-lane PennDot highway with a speed limit of 40 mph.  Edgewood Road in the area of the subject crossing is a 2-lane township road with a speed limit of 25 mph.  The SEPTA runs 57 scheduled weekday passenger trains per day and CSX runs approximately 20 trains per day through this corridor.

  
As part of the establishment of the new quiet zone, the township intends to install the quiet zone signs and comply with other criteria in the federal guidelines.   The grade crossing instrument houses at all three grade crossings will have power off indicators installed.  In addition, the proposed supplemental safety measures (SSM’S) to be installed in conjunction with this project are as follows:  

· Heacock Road – Median barriers with non-traversable curbs.
· Stony Hill Road – Channelization devices in the median.

· Edgewood Road – Median barriers with non-traversable curbs.  
  
The approval of this application is necessary for the installation of these warning devices which are considered alterations of these crossings.  This new quiet zone will relieve the requirement for trains to use horns when approaching these at-grade crossings within this length of track except in emergency situations where an imminent danger is perceived by the train engineer.  This will serve to improve the quality of life for the residents who live within the general vicinity of these tracks.

Lower Makefield Township will be directed to maintain the “No Train Horn” signs, “No Train Horn” plaques, and the supplemental safety measures (SSM’S)   at each of the above referenced crossings.
A field investigation and conference was arranged by a Commission staff engineer and held at the site of the crossings on May 29, 2015, with representatives of Lower Makefield Township, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, SEPTA, and CSX Transportation, Inc.  Although notified by letter dated May 14, 2015, there were no representatives from Bucks County in attendance.  All parties in attendance agreed that the alteration of the grade crossings could be carried out as proposed and no objections were raised by any party present.  None of the parties have responded with any objections to the application.   No known non-carrier public utilities will be affected by the proposed alterations.



Funding for the project will be 100% Lower Makefield Township funds.  For alterations to the three referenced crossings, Lower Makefield Township’s cost estimate is $65,000.


The Commission establishes its jurisdictional limits at the crossing as the confines of the highway right-of-way and the railroad right-of-way.


Upon full consideration of the matters involved and inasmuch as none of the parties offered any objection to the alteration of the crossings, we find that a Secretarial Letter can be issued approving the application without a formal hearing. 
The Commission issues this Secretarial Letter in accordance with Section 2702 of the Public Utility Code and finds that the alteration of the crossings is necessary and proper for the service, accommodation, convenience or safety of the public; THEREFORE,
1. The subject caption be revised as shown herein.
2. The crossings where Heacock Road (SR 2029) (DOT 589 735 M), Stony Hill Road (SR 2069) (DOT 589 736 U) and Edgewood Road (DOT 589 737 B), cross, at grade, the tracks of Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) and CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSX) located in Lower Makefield Township in Bucks County, be altered as herein directed. 
3. Lower Makefield Township, prior to the start of construction, prepare and submit final detailed construction plans for the subject crossings to all parties for review and to the Commission for approval.
4. Lower Makefield Township, at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to alter the subject crossings by the installation of the W10-9P “NO TRAIN HORN” plaques on the approaches of each crossing, the   W10-9 “NO TRAIN HORN” signs at each crossing (in both directions), a median barrier with non-traversable curbs at Heacock Road and Edgewood Road, channelization devices in the median of Stony Hill Road, all accordance with Part 8 of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, the approved final construction plans, and this Secretarial Letter.
5.
Lower Makefield Township will notify all parties of record at least seven (7) days prior to performing any work in accordance with this letter.

6.
Any relocation of, changes in and/or removal of any adjacent structures, equipment or other facilities of any non-carrier public utility within the limits of highway, within the Commission’s jurisdiction, be made by said public utility at its initial cost and expense, and in such a manner as will not interfere with the construction of the improvement; and such relocated or altered facilities thereafter be maintained by said public utility, at its sole cost and expense.
7.
All parties involved herein cooperate fully with each other so that during the time the work is being performed, vehicular, rail and pedestrian traffic will not be endangered or unnecessarily inconvenienced and said requirements of each of the parties will be provided for and accommodated insofar as possible.
8.
All work necessary to complete the alteration of the crossing be done in a manner satisfactory to this Commission on or before December 31, 2016, and that on or before said date, Lower Makefield Township report in writing to this Commission the date of actual completion of the work.
9.
Lower Makefield Township pays all compensation for damages, if any, due to owners of property taken, injured or destroyed by reason of the construction of the project in accordance with this Secretarial Letter.

10.
CSX Transportation, Inc., at Lower Makefield Township’s sole cost and expense, furnish all material and perform all work relating to its facilities which may be required as incidental to the performance of the proposed work and furnish any watchmen, flagmen, inspectors and/or engineering services that may be deemed necessary to protect the railroad’s operations or facilities during the time the facilities are being installed.


11.
Upon completion of the alteration of the crossings, CSX Transportation, Inc., and Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA), at their sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work necessary to maintain their railroad facilities at the subject crossings including the warning devices, flashing-light signals, gates and all appurtenant equipment; and maintain at all times in a smooth and satisfactory condition the crossing surface located between the rails and for a distance of twenty-four (24) inches beyond the outermost rails, all in accordance with Part 8 of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and this Secretarial Letter.


12. 
Lower Makefield Township at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work to maintain, as necessary, thereafter to maintain its highway approach roadways to Edgewood Road crossing to points twenty-four (24) inches beyond each outside rail and in addition, maintain the grade crossing advance warning signs (including the no train horn plaques and signs), median barriers, stop lines and pavement markings, all in accordance with Part 8 of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and this Secretarial Letter.
     

13. 
Lower Makefield Township at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work to maintain, as necessary, thereafter to maintain the no train horn plaques, no train horn signs, median barriers with non-traversable curbs and channelization devices located on the approach roadways to the Heacock Road (SR 2029) and Stony Hill Road (SR 2069) crossings, all in accordance with Part 8 of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and this Secretarial Letter.
         

14. 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation at its sole cost and expense, furnish all material and do all work to maintain, as necessary, thereafter to maintain its highway approach roadways to the Heacock Road (SR 2029) and Stony Hill Road (SR 2069) crossings to points twenty-four (24) inches beyond each outside rail and in addition, maintain the grade crossing advance warning signs (excluding the no train horn plaques and signs), stop lines and pavement markings, all in accordance with Part 8 of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and this Secretarial Letter.
15.
This Secretarial Letter is without prejudice to the right of any party to recover all or part of any costs incurred by said party in compliance with the provisions of this Secretarial Letter, in accordance with any lawful agreement between it and any other party.
The Parties are reminded that failure to comply with this or any Order or Secretarial Letter in this proceeding may result in an enforcement action seeking civil penalties and/or other sanctions pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 3301.

If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code § 5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.
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Very truly yours,





Rosemary Chiavetta




Secretary
