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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE


October 14, 2015
M-2015-2470485
TO ALL PARTIES

Bridge carrying North Loop Road (T-392) over and above, the track of

CSX Transportation Inc. (DOT 148 915 T), in West Mahoning Township, Indiana County.
To Whom It May Concern:



At a location in West Mahoning Township, Indiana County, North Loop Road (T-392) crosses, over and above grade, the track of CSX Transportation Inc. and is leased and operated by Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad.


By letter received February 19, 2014, Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Department) requested Commission approval to recommend posting the subject bridge for a maximum load limit of three (3) tons.  The weight limit was based on a recent bridge inspection and load rating analysis, which warned of the continuing deterioration of major components of the bridge structure.  The bridge was previously posted for a six (6) ton load limit.  Since the subject bridge is on a municipal road in West Mahoning Township, notification was made by the Department to West Mahoning Township recommending the reduction in posting to three (3) tons.  


By letter dated March 30, 2015, the Commission ordered through a Secretarial Letter that West Mahoning Township at its initial cost and expense, within 30 days of said letter to furnish all material and perform all work necessary to erect and maintain proper signs at the ends of the bridge and approaches, thereto posting the bridge carrying North Loop Road (T-392) over, the track of Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad, in West Mahoning Township, Indiana County, for a maximum load limit of three (3) tons. 

Upon inspection of the site on September 3, 2015 by a Commission staff engineer for compliance with the above stated Secretarial Letter the bridge was noted as having serious safety issues and concerns with some of its structural elements.  Based on this evaluation a field investigation and conference was scheduled and held on September 21, 2015 to discuss the immediate safety concerns and disposition of the structure. 
Representatives of the Department, West Mahoning Township, Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad and Commission staff engineers were in attendance. Although notified by letter dated September 21, 2015, no representatives from CSX Transportation Inc. were in attendance.

At the field conference it was noted that Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad is responsible for maintenance of the existing structure. Upon discussion of the safety concerns and issues with the existing structure it was determined and agreed to by all parties present in the interest of the immediate safety of the public that the bridge be closed.  
In the interest of the safety of the public, we will affirm the decision by Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad to close the bridge to all vehicle and pedestrian traffic. We will further direct Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad to take all necessary action to remove the bridge.
The Commission issues this Secretarial Letter in accordance with Section 
2702 of the Public Utility Code and finds that the closing of the bridge to all vehicle and pedestrian traffic be affirmed and that the Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad take immediate 
action to have the bridge removed; THEREFORE,

1. Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad, having agreed to do so, is hereby

ordered to close the subject bridge to all vehicular and pedestrian traffic.


2.
Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad, at its sole cost and expense and on or before October 15, 2015, furnish all material and do all work necessary to close the bridge in its entirety, including installation of all necessary barricades and fencing.


3.
Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad as the entity responsible for the subject structure maintains any barricades, fencing and signage installed to prevent vehicular and pedestrian access to the subject bridge/crossing.


4.
Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad, at its sole cost and expense and on or before October 15, 2015, furnish applicable signage to West Mahoning Township for bridge closing to be installed on both beginning segments of North Loop Road (T-392) and at its approaches in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and this Secretarial Letter.



5.
Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad, at its sole cost and expense and on or before December 31, 2015, furnish all material and do all work necessary to remove the bridge in its entirety, including the superstructure and substructure.
6.
Buffalo and Pittsburgh Railroad, at its sole cost and expense, furnish and maintain any flagmen, watchmen, inspectors and/or engineering services necessary to protect and safeguard its railroad operations.
7.
Any relocation of changes in and/or removal of any adjacent structures, equipment or other facilities of any non-carrier public utility, located within the limits of the highway, be made by said public utility at its initial cost and expense, and in such manner as will not interfere with the removal of the bridge structure, and such relocated or altered facilities thereafter be maintained by said public utility, at its sole cost and expense.

The Parties are reminded that failure to comply with this or any Order or Secretarial Letter in this proceeding may result in an enforcement action seeking civil penalties and/or other sanctions pursuant to 66 Pa. C.S. § 3301.
If you are dissatisfied with the resolution of this matter, you may, as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §5.44, file a petition with the Commission within twenty (20) days of the date of this letter.
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Very truly yours,







Rosemary Chiavetta






Secretary
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