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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On September 3, 2015, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” (LON) siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.
(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, and Lycoming County Commissioners, Lycoming County Planning Commission, Montgomery Borough, Montgomery Borough Planning Commission, and others.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL requests approval to construct approximately 0.2 miles of 230 kV transmission lines to interconnect with a new, upgraded 230 kV switchyard required to resolve identified transmission reliability criteria violations, and to maintain reliable electric service to approximately 45,000 customers in Lycoming County, Pennsylvania.
PPL provides that studies conducted for PPL’s transmission system, in conjunction with the PJM Regional Transmission Expansion Plan (RTEP) process, revealed several potential reliability violations in Lycoming County in 2016.  The existing Clinton-Saegers 230 kV Transmission Line and the Clinton-Elimsport 230 kV Transmission Line occupy common tower structures for approximately 300 feet and feed the 230 kV switchyard at the Clinton 230-69 kV Substation, which feeds the T1 and T2 230-69 kV transformers at the Clinton Substation.  The loss of one of the common structures will cause the T2 transformer to exceed its 2-hour emergency rating and could also remove the T1 transformer from service.  The potential solution includes upgrading the 230 kV switchyard and rerouting the Clinton-Saegers 230 kV and Clinton-Elimsport 230 kV Transmission Lines into the new 230 kV switchyard.  
To interconnect the Clinton-Saegers 230 kV Transmission Line with the new 230 kV switchyard, approximately 318 feet of 230 kV circuit between the 230 kV transmission corridor and the existing 230 kV switchyard will be removed and replaced with approximately 535 feet of new 230 kV circuit.  Two existing tower structures will be removed and replaced with two new single-circuit steel monopole angle structures.  

To interconnect the Clinton-Elimsport 230 kV Transmission Line with the new 230 kV switchyard, approximately 310 feet of 230 kV circuit between the transmission corridor and the existing 230 kV switchyard will be removed and replaced with approximately 570 feet of new 230 kV circuit.  Two existing tower structures will be removed and replaced with three new single-circuit steel monopole angle structures.  

The existing tower structures are steel lattice towers with an average height of 125 feet.  The new single circuit steel monopole angle structures will be installed on concrete caisson foundations and will have an average height of approximately 160 feet. 

PPL states that the new segments of the Clinton-Elimsport 230 kV and Clinton-Saegers 230 kV Transmission Lines will be located entirely within existing PPL electric transmission line rights-of-way and on property owned in-fee by PPL Electric for the Clinton 230-69 kV Substation.  The footprints of the new tower structures will be smaller than the footprints of the existing lattice towers.  

PPL maintains that the design, construction, operation and maintenance of the proposed project will meet or exceed the requirements specified by the National Electric Safety Code (NESC) and all applicable legal requirements.    
PPL states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $2.2 million, and will be owned and paid for by PPL.  Construction of the project is proposed to commence in March 2016 with a proposed in-service date of May 2019.    
The formal PPL Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the proposed addition of the new transmission line is less than 2.0 miles.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, for Approval to Site and Relocate Approximately 0.2 Miles of 230 kV Transmission Lines in Montgomery Borough, Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2015-2502417 be closed. 
BY THE COMMISSION,
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Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: October 22, 2015
ORDER ENTERED: October 22, 2015
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