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	Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72 57 Subchapter G for Approval to Reconstruct Approximately 2.6 Miles of the Existing Elliot Heights #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line in the City of Bethlehem, Salisbury Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania 
	Docket Number:

A-2015-2505749


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On September 30, 2015, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l)(v) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” (LON) siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.
(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, and Lehigh County Commissioners, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, Salisbury Township, Salisbury Township Planning Commission, City of Bethlehem, and others.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL requests approval to reconstruct approximately 2.6 miles of the existing Elliot Heights #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line in the City of Bethlehem, Salisbury Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania.  

PPL provides that the proposed project is part of PPL’s Asset Optimization Strategy to modernize deteriorated existing facilities across PPL’s transmission system.  PPL states that analysis of the Elliot Heights #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap line concluded that the conductors and structures have reached the end of their useful lives and should be rehabilitated or replaced.  The assessment found deterioration of the structural components, foundations, insulator, line hardwire, shield wire, grounding, signage, and an outdated structure design. PPL has also observed issues with the splices on the Elliot #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line.  PPL evaluated the cost to rehabilitate the Tap Line, and concluded that the total cost to rehabilitate the Tap Line would be greater than the cost to reconstruct the line.  PPL therefore proposes to reconstruct the existing Tap Line to meet the current design, height, and lightning protection standards.  

The first 2.0 miles of the Elliot Heights #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line extending south from the Elliot Heights 138-69 kV Substation will be reconstructed in place within the existing right-of-way.  The remaining 0.6 mile segment is in close proximity to densely populated residential areas that have been built since the Tap Line was originally installed in 1960.  In an effort to reduce the impact to residential areas, PPL proposes to remove this segment and to reconstruct the 0.6 mile segment using the parallel right-of-way for the de-energized Hosensack-Allentown #1 and #2 69 kV Transmission Line.
PPL states the new structures for the Tap Line will be double-circuit, self-weathering steel monopoles equipped with steel arms and glass 138 kV insulator assemblies.  The new structures are expected to range between 90 and 115 feet in height.  There will be a total of 27 new tower structures.  One tower structure will be relocated approximately 50 feet from the existing structure in order to avoid wetlands.  The remaining structures will be located in the same vicinity as the existing structures.  No new poles will be placed on any property that currently does not have an existing pole.  
The new lines will be constructed for future double-circuit 138 kV operation but will initially operate as a double-circuit 69 kV line until the load growth in the area makes it appropriate to increase the operating voltage.  The project will be constructed entirely within PPL’s existing rights-of-way.  The existing right-of-way varies from 50 to 100 feet wide.  PPL has designed the rebuild to fit within the existing right-of-way.  

PPL maintains the reconstructed Elliot Heights #1 and #2 138/69 kV tap Line will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained in a manner that meets or surpasses all applicable National Electric Safety Code minimum standards and all applicable legal requirements.      
PPL states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $5.5 million, and will be owned and paid for by PPL.  Construction of the project is proposed to commence in February 2016 with a proposed in-service date of July 2016.    
The formal PPL Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(v) because the reconstructed 2.6 mile Eliot Heights #1 and #2 138/69 kV tap Line will be located entirely within PPL’s existing rights-of-way.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, for Approval to Reconstruct Approximately 2.6 miles of the Existing Elliot Heights #1 and #2 138/69 kV Tap Line in the City of Bethlehem, Salisbury Township, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2015-2505749 be closed. 
BY THE COMMISSION,
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Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: November 5, 2015
ORDER ENTERED:  November 5, 2015
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