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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE

P-2015-2519419




December 23, 2015


Re:
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement v. HIKO Energy, LLC

Docket No. P-2015-2519419
TO ALL PARTIES:
By Order entered December 3, 2015 at Docket No. C-2014-2431410 (December 3, 2015 Order), the Commission, inter alia, adopted the Initial Decision of Administrative Law Judges Elizabeth H. Barnes and Joel H. Cheskis, sustained the Formal Complaint filed by the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement against HIKO Energy, LLC (HIKO), and ordered HIKO to pay a civil penalty in the amount of $1,836,125 within thirty days (i.e., on or before January 4, 2016).

On December 18, 2015, HIKO filed an Emergency Petition for Supersedeas (Emergency Petition) with the Commission.  According to the Emergency Petition, on or before January 4, 2016, HIKO expects to file a Petition for Review with the Commonwealth Court seeking appellate review of the December 3, 2015 Order.  HIKO requested that the December 3, 2015 Order be stayed pending the resolution of appellate proceedings and any required proceedings on remand.  

The Commission’s Regulation at 52 Pa. Code § 5.572(e) states that answers to a petition for supersedeas shall be filed and served within ten (10) days after service of a petition.  However, HIKO served its Emergency Petition on the other Parties to this proceeding by first class mail on December 18, 2015.  The Commission’s Regulation at 52 Pa. Code § 1.56(b) gives parties an additional three days to file a document responding to a document that was served by first class mail.  Consequently, answers to the Emergency Petition are due on December 31, 2015.
The Commission’s Regulation at 52 Pa. Code § 1.15 states, in pertinent part: 

Except as otherwise provided by statute, whenever under this title or by order of the Commission, or notice given thereunder, an act is required or allowed to be done at or within a specified time, the time fixed or the period of time prescribed may, by the Commission, the presiding officer or other authorized person, for good cause be extended upon motion made before expiration of the period originally prescribed or as previously extended.  

In order to afford due process to all Parties and give the Commission an opportunity for thorough consideration of all Parties’ filings in this proceeding, and in view of the intervening holidays, the Commission finds good cause to extend the deadline stated in Ordering Paragraph No. 5 of the December 3, 2015 Order for HIKO to pay the civil penalty.  Specifically, the deadline shall be extended for an additional thirty (30) days, or until February 3, 2016.
The Commission will enter an Order addressing the merits of the Emergency Petition at a future public meeting.
Should you have any questions, you may contact the Office of Special Assistants, Cheryl Walker Davis, Director.  Please direct your inquiry to Jonathan Nase, Deputy Director – Legal at (717) 787-3490 or jnase@pa.gov.
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Very truly yours,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary
2

