	BEFORE THE
	PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION


Application of Columbia Gas of 			:		A-2015-2513395
Pennsylvania, Inc. for approval of the 		:
Abandonment of Service by Columbia Gas of 	:
Pennsylvania, Inc., of natural gas service to six (6) 	:
customers located in Centre County, PA.  		:
							:
	and
							:
Pennsylvania State University			:		C-2016-2522399
							:
	v.						:
							:
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.			:		




	PREHEARING ORDER


		On October 30, 2015, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia or Company) filed an application with this Commission seeking approval to abandon natural gas service to six natural gas service customers located in Centre County, Pennsylvania.  Notice of this application was published in the Centre Daily Times, a newspaper of general circulation in Centre County, on November 20, 2015.  Notice was also published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on November 28, 2015.  The Office of Consumer Advocate filed a notice of intervention and public statement on December 10, 2015.  Protests to the application were filed by Rhonda Decker and Thomas Smith.  The Pennsylvania State University filed a petition to intervene on December 14, 2015.

		Further, on December 3, 2015, the Commission entered an Opinion and Order in Columbia’s base rate proceeding, R-2015-2468056, which approved a settlement between Columbia and PSU.  Pursuant to that settlement, the Commission removed PSU’s amended complaint from the base rate proceeding and consolidated it with the application for abandonment.  That complaint was thereafter redocketed at C-2016-2522399.

		A standard Prehearing Conference Order was issued on January 11, 2016.  A prehearing conference was held by telephone on January 28, 2016.  Counsel represented the Company, Office of Consumer Advocate, and PSU.  Additionally protestants Rhonda Decker and Thomas Smith participated.  This Order memorializes the matters decided and agreed upon by the parties attending that conference.

Litigation Schedule

		The parties attending the conference agree upon the following litigation schedule:

	Date
	Event

	January 28, 2016
	Prehearing Conference

	February 25, 2016
	Direct Testimony due – all parties

	March 24, 2016
	Rebuttal Testimony due – all parties

	April 21, 2016
	Evidentiary Hearings in Harrisburg beginning at 10 a.m. each day

	May 11, 2016
	Main Briefs 

	May 24, 2016
	Reply Briefs 



The parties are reminded of the Commission’s requirements for the preparation and filing of written testimony.  52 Pa.Code § 5.412.  Written testimony must be accompanied by all exhibits to which it relates.  The above-stated dates are in-hand dates for service on the parties and the Presiding Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”).  The Company, statutory parties and the Presiding ALJ agree to accept email transmission of such material, so long as the subject email is received by 4:00 p.m. on the date due and provided the email is followed by sending a hard copy of the same material by first class mail postage prepaid on the same business day.  The email address of the Presiding ALJ is: malong@pa.gov.  The Presiding ALJ will not accept facsimile transmissions greater than ten pages in length without prior authorization.  If in doubt, please call the office of the Presiding ALJ (412‑565-3550).

		Hearings scheduled for Harrisburg will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m. each day.  The parties must confer before commencement of the hearings to schedule their witnesses so as to avoid “holes” or “dead time” during the hearings.

Parties

		As of the date of this Order, the parties named above are the only active parties involved in this case.  A Service List of these parties is appended to this Order.

		The individual residential customers of Columbia, if any, who have filed protests, are advised that their interests are represented in this proceeding by the Office of Consumer Advocate.  The Office of Consumer Advocate may be contacted at 1-800-684-6560.

Petition to Intervene

		The petition to intervene of the Pennsylvania State University is granted.

Discovery

		The parties shall engage in informal discovery whenever and wherever possible in an attempt to resolve any discovery disputes amicably.  52 Pa.Code § 5.322.  If this process fails, the parties have recourse to the Commission’s procedures for formal discovery, as herein modified.  52 Pa.Code §§ 5.321, et seq.  The parties must not send the Presiding ALJ discovery material or cover letters, unless attached to a motion to compel.  All motions to compel must contain a certification of counsel of the informal discovery undertaken and their efforts to resolve their discovery disputes informally.  If a motion to compel fails to contain such certification, the Presiding ALJ will contact the parties and direct them to pursue informal discovery.




Settlement and Stipulations

		The parties are reminded it is the Commission’s policy to encourage settlements.  52 Pa.Code § 5.231(a).  The parties are strongly urged to seriously explore this possibility.  If settlement is not feasible, the parties are encouraged to stipulate to any matters they reasonably can to expedite this proceeding, lessen the burden of time and expenses in litigation on all parties and conserve precious administrative hearing resources.  52 Pa.Code §§ 5.232 and 5.234.  All stipulations entered into by the parties must be reduced to writing, signed by the parties to be bound thereby, and moved into the record during the hearings in this case.  An exception to this requirement may occur when circumstances of time and expediency warrant.  If so, an oral presentation of a stipulation is permissible, if it is followed by a reduction to writing as herein directed.

Cross-Examination

		Friendly cross-examination or cumulative cross-examination will not be permitted.  52 Pa.Code §§ 5.76 & 5.243.

Briefs

		The parties must comply with 52 Pa.Code §§ 5.501, et seq., regarding the preparation and filing of briefs.  Where possible, the parties shall submit to the Presiding ALJ one hard copy of their briefs and one copy by email.  If a party cannot provide a copy by email or on computer disk, it must submit two hard copies of briefs.  The electronic version of a brief must be prepared on an IBM compatible system in Microsoft Office Word 2010 format or in an earlier version of this software application.  If in doubt, please call the office of the Presiding ALJ for clarification.




Columbia v. PSU, C-2016-2522399
		
On January 18, 2016, PSU filed a certificate of satisfaction of the complaint against Columbia regarding the Snowshoe Lateral.  No party objected to the certificate of satisfaction.  Accordingly, the complaint will be marked closed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Modification

		Any of the provisions of this Prehearing Order may be modified upon motion and good cause shown by any party in interest.


Date:  January 29, 2016				____________________________________							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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A-2015-2513395 APPLICATION OF COLUMBIA GAS OF PA FOR APPROVAL OF THE ABANDONMENT OF NATURAL GAS SERVICE TO SIX (6) NATURAL GAS SERVICE CUSTOMERS LOCATED IN CENTRE COUNTY, PA.


DEVIN T RYAN ESQUIRE
MICHAEL W HASSELL ESQUIRE
MICHAEL W GANG ESQUIRE
POST & SCHELL, P.C
17 NORTH SECOND STREET
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HARRISBURG, PA 17101-1601
717.612.6052
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717.731.1970
Accepts E-service
Representing Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc

ANDREW S TUBBS ESQUIRE
NISOURCE CORPORATE SERVICES COMPANY
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Accepts E-service
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THEODORE J GALLAGHER ESQUIRE
NISOURCE CORPORATE SERVICES COMPANY
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AMY E HIRAKIS ESQUIRE
OFFICE OF CONSUMER ADVOCATE
5TH FLOOR FORUM PLACE 555 WALNUT STREET
HARRISBURG PA  17101
717.783.5048
Does not accept E-service
Representing Office of Consumer Advocate 

THOMAS SMITH
1752 EGYPT HOLLOW ROAD
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