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ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On January 8, 2016, PECO Energy Company (PECO), Utility Code 110550, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d)(l)(vi) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” (LON) siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.
(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.

Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Trainer Borough, Lower Chichester Township, Delaware County Planning Commission, Delaware County Commissioners and others.  Lower Chichester Township filed a complaint which was later withdrawn.  No hearings were held.

PECO requests approval to construct approximately 1.88 miles of new transmission facilities to add additional capacity between the Chichester and Linwood Substations.  PECO avers that the existing transmission facilities between these substations do not have sufficient capacity to safely and reliably allow access and transmission with new generating stations in the southern part of the PJM Interconnection, LLC (PJM) system.  PJM has designated this project as a baseline upgrade needed as part of PJM’s Regional Transmission Expansion Plan with project No. b1900.
PECO provides that the existing Linwood-Chichester 230 kV lines travel through portions of Lower Chichester Township (Township) and Trainer Borough for approximately 2.4 miles in a shared right-of-way (ROW) that parallel’s Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor for approximately 1.5 miles.  PECO eliminated this ROW for the new Linwood-Chichester project because of insurmountable clearance issues at several ROW choke points, construction in a railroad ROW presents substantial challenges of timing, safety and cost, and placing all three Linwood-Chichester 230 kV lines in this ROW would make the Linwood-Chichester connection vulnerable to a train derailment.

PECO originally planned the new Linwood-Chichester project to be constructed as an underground transmission line to be located under residential streets in Lower Chichester Township.  The Township and local residents suggested an alternative aerial route along Ridge Avenue, which is primarily a commercial area in the Township that already contains significant utility facilities.  On July 9, 2014, the Township filed a formal complaint with the Commission at Docket No. C-2014-2433513.  PECO agreed to construct the Linwood-Chichester line using the suggested aerial route and the Township withdrew its complaint.  


PECO maintains that the design criteria used for the transmission line work is set forth in PECO’s standard for transmission line construction.  PECO states that these design criteria meet or exceed the requirements of the National Electric Safety Code (NESC).  PECO avers that it will construct, operate and maintain the transmission facilities in a manner that satisfies or surpasses NESC standards and the proposed project will not create an unreasonable risk of danger to the public health or safety.  PECO indicates that for new construction (including this project), PECO designs their facilities to meet the NESC rules plus a minimum of an additional 3 feet of vertical clearance.  Similarly for the NESC horizontal clearance, PECO adds a minimum of an additional 2 feet of horizontal clearance.  
The proposed project is a new 1.88 mile line that runs through both Lower Chichester Township and Trainer Borough from Linwood Substation to Chichester Substation.  PECO submits that the proposed transmission line will primarily be located on a roadside in an industrial/commercial area, largely immediately adjacent to the fence line of a major oil refinery, on land owned by PECO or the refinery owner, Amtrak, or a local industrial concern, or on land owned by PECO immediately adjacent to the Chichester Substation.  

The line will consist of twenty-six (26) new transmission poles.  Ten (10) poles will be dual-circuit monopoles supporting the proposed 230 kV line and an existing 69 kV line.  The remaining sixteen (16) poles will be single circuit monopole structures.  All poles will be supported on caisson foundations.  The new poles will range from 120 ft to 140 feet in height.  The existing poles near the proposed line are PECO distribution poles located along Ridge Road.  The typical pole height ranges from 34 feet to 40 feet above ground. 

Approximately 1.18 miles of the line will be constructed in the existing easements or on PECO property.  The remaining 0.70 mile will be constructed within newly acquired easements.  Additional easement width has been obtained adjacent to the existing easement west of Green Street.  Structures on the existing easement will be demolished and replaced with new structures.

PECO indicates that the ROW width for the proposed project is governed by the conductor displacement due to wind with the assumption that buildings can be erected on the property line regardless of local municipality building setback requirements.  The ROW width varies along the line segments.  PECO notes that the ROW provided exceeds the requirements of the NESC and PECO’s Engineering Practice EPP-2090 “OHT Design Clearances” and will provide access for line maintenance, repair and vegetation management. 
PECO states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $36.7 Million, and will be owned and paid for by PECO.  Construction of the line is proposed to commence in late March 2016 with a proposed in-service date of June 1, 2018.    
The formal PECO Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d)(1)(vi) because the proposed addition of the new transmission line is less than 2.0 miles.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PECO Electric Company for the Construction of the Linwood – Chichester 230 kV Transmission Line in Lower Chichester Township and Trainer Borough,  Delaware County, Pennsylvania, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2016-2523055 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: February 11, 2016
ORDER ENTERED: February 11, 2016
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