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	Letter of Notification of PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, filed pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72 57 Subchapter G for Approval to Reconstruct Approximately 3.1 Miles of an Existing 230 kV Transmission Line and to Construct Two New Segments of 230 kV Transmission Lines in Archbald, Blakeley, and Jessup Boroughs, Lackawanna County,  Pennsylvania to Interconnect  a New Independent Power Producer to the Electric Grid 
	Docket Number:

A-2015-2514647


ORDER

BY THE COMMISSION:

On November 23, 2015, PPL Electric Utilities Corporation (PPL Electric), Utility Code 110500, filed a Letter of Notification pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §57.72(d) of the Commission’s transmission line siting regulation.  Section 57.72 authorizes the abbreviated “Letter of Notification” (LON) siting application process in lieu of an application for the following:

(i)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely on an existing 

Transmission line right-of-way, so long as the size, character, design, or

configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the 
right-of-way.

(ii)
An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within a public road.

(iii) An HV line which is proposed to be located entirely within applicant’s existing
transmission line right-of-way and the property of the sole customer to be served by the line, so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.

(iv) A line for which the voltage is proposed to be increased above its present 

levels so long as the size, character, design, or configuration of the proposed 

HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way. 

(v) An HV line which is to be reconductored or reconstructed so long as the size, character, design or configuration of the proposed HV line does not substantially alter the right-of-way.
   (vi) An HV line having a proposed route of 2 miles or less.
On August 13, 2015, PPL Electric filed a Petition at Docket No. P-2015-2497851, pursuant to 52 Pa. Code §§ 5.43 and 57.72(e), seeking a waiver of certain provisions of the Commission’s regulations governing the review and approval of the siting and reconstruction of high voltage (HV) electric transmission lines set forth at 52 Pa. Code 57.71 et seq.  The specific purpose of the relief requested was to obtain a waiver of the strict application of 52 Pa. Code §§ 57.72 (d)(1)(iii) and (vi) in order to file a letter of notification for the construction of new transmission lines to connect a proposed power plant to the electric grid (hereinafter, the Project).  

On November 19, 2015, the Commission issued an Order at Docket No. P-2015-2497851 granting PPL Electric’s request to submit a Letter of Notification in lieu of a full Siting Application for the Project.  In its November 19, 2015 Order, the Commission stated “Although the project as a whole does not meet the strict definition of any one of the circumstances in which a letter of notification may be used, we find that the specific components of the potential project satisfactorily meet the requirements for letter of notification treatment in lieu of an application and a waiver allowing the letter of notification is appropriate in this case.”
Copies of the Letter of Notification were served in accordance with Section 57.72(d)(3), and as set forth in 52 Pa. Code §57.74(b)(c), on the PA Department of Transportation, PA Department of Environmental Protection, PA Historical and Museum Commission, Lackawanna County Commissioners, Lackawanna County Planning Commission, Archbald Borough, Blakely Borough, Jessup Borough,  and others.  No protests were filed.  No hearings were held.

PPL Electric requests approval to reconstruct approximately 3.1 miles of an existing 230 kV transmission line and to construct two new segments of 230 kV transmission line in Archbald, Blakeley, and Jessup Boroughs, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania to interconnect a new independent power producer to the electric grid.  According to PPL Electric, the new segments and rebuilt 230 kV transmission line with higher capacity conductors are needed to accommodate the additional electrical load from the Power Plant.  
PPL Electric provides that the proposed project consists of rebuilding approximately 3.1 miles of currently inactive existing 230 kV transmission line within the existing right-of-way (ROW).  New sections of 230 kV line are needed at both ends of the rebuilt portion.  PPL proposes constructing approximately 0.4 miles of new single-circuit 230 kV transmission line on PPL Electric owned property to interconnect the rebuilt line with the Lackawanna 500-230-69 kV Substation located in Blakely Borough, and constructing approximately 0.5 miles of new single-circuit 230 kV transmission line within new ROW to interconnect the rebuilt 230 kV transmission line with the proposed new Lackawanna Energy Center LLC Power Plant (Power Plant) in Jessup Borough.  
PPL Electric states that the proposed Power Plant has been reviewed and approved through the PJM Interconnection LLC (PJM) generation interconnection process.  PPL Electric describes the Lackawanna Power Plant as a 1370 MW combined cycle gas-fired facility interconnected with PPL Electric’s existing 230 kV transmission line located in close proximity to the site for the planned new Power Plant.  
PPL Electric explains that the first proposed new Project segment requires the construction of approximately 0.4 miles of new line between the existing PPL Electric Lackawanna 500-230-69 kV Substation located in Blakely Borough and the rebuilt existing 230 kV transmission line located in Archbald Borough.  PPL Electric noted that this segment of new line will be located entirely on PPL Electric’s property and no new ROW is required for this segment.  The first segment of the Project will require four new single-circuit, steel monopoles.  The new poles will be approximately 124 feet in height.  

PPL Electric states that the middle segment of the Project requires reconstruction of approximately 3.1 miles of existing single-circuit 230 kV transmission line.   PPL Electric provides that the existing transmission corridor consists of PPL Electric owned property and ROW that varies from 200 to 425 feet in width.  No additional ROW is needed for this segment.  The existing structures are 80 feet in height and will be replaced by 29 new steel monopoles that will be approximately 126 feet in height.  The new monopoles will have a smaller footprint than the existing structures and no new structures will be placed on any property that currently does not have an existing structure.  
PPL Electric submits that the final segment of the Project requires the construction of approximately 0.5 miles of new line to interconnect the rebuilt 230 kV transmission line with the planned Power Plant.  The segment will be constructed within new ROW obtained by PPL Electric.  The third segment will require four new steel monopoles approximately 153 feet in height.  PPL Electric submits that the new ROW consists of three parcels located in a forested, reclaimed mining area owned by a coal company.  PPL Electric explains that the third parcel will be acquired by Lackawanna Energy for construction of the Power Plant.  Lackawanna Energy will convey PPL Electric the ROW and easement necessary for the construction and operation of the new 230 kV transmission line across the third parcel. All costs required to obtain ROWs and easements will be paid for by Lackawanna Energy.  
PPL Electric maintains the Project will be designed to comply with, and generally exceed, current National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) standards.  Design specifications and safety rules practiced by PPL Electric are set forth in PPL Electric’s Design Criteria and Safety Practices.  PPL Electric provides that its transmission lines are designed to operate safely and reliably during inclement weather even more severe than assumed by the NESC.  In addition, PPL Electric transmission lines are designed with more clearance to the ground than required by the NESC.  
PPL Electric states that the total estimated cost for the proposed project is approximately $21.2 million, and will be owned and operated by PPL Electric.  The entire cost of the Project will be paid for by Lackawanna Energy LLC.  Construction of the project is proposed to commence in spring of 2016 with a proposed in-service date of June 1, 2017.    
The formal PPL Electric Letter of Notification and manner in which it was filed conforms to the requirements of 52 Pa. Code § 57.72(d), and the previously issued waiver at Docket No. P-2015-2497851.  Moreover, the Commission has reviewed the filing and does not find it to be inconsistent with the applicable law or Commission policy regarding transmission line siting and, therefore, to be in the public interest.  
We also note that our approval of the Letter of Notification does not reach the issues of accounting treatment, and cost recovery; THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1. That the Letter of Notification filed by the PPL Electric Utilities Corporation, for Approval to Reconstruct Approximately 3.1 Miles of an Existing 230 kV Transmission Line and to Construct Two New Segments of 230 kV Transmission Lines in Archbald, Blakeley, and Jessup Boroughs, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania to Interconnect a New Independent Power Producer to the Electric Grid, is hereby approved.  
2. That this proceeding at Docket No. A-2015-2514647 be closed. 
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BY THE COMMISSION,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary

ORDER ADOPTED: February 11, 2016
ORDER ENTERED: February 11, 2016
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