BEFORE THE
PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Centre Park Historic District, Inc. 	:
						:
	v.						:		C-2015-2516051
						:
UGI Utilities, 	Inc. – Gas Division			:


Peter Hart 		:
						:
	v.						:		C-2016-2523640
						:
UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division			:



FIRST PREHEARING ORDER


	On November 25, 2015, the Centre Park Historic District, Inc. (CPHD), filed a formal complaint which alleged that UGI Utilities, Inc. – Gas Division (UGI),  violated the Commissions regulation regarding the placement of meters in historic districts of Reading, Pennsylvania, 52 Pa.Code § 59.18.  UGI filed an answer denying the material allegations of the complaint on December 15, 2015.  It is UGI’s position that Section 59.18 grants it discretion in the placement of meters in historic areas and that its actions have been appropriate as required by the Public Utility Code.

	By hearing notice dated January 4, 2016, the complaint was assigned to me and set for a telephonic hearing on February 11, 2016.  Thereafter, several complaints were discovered which raised similar arguments.  The February 11, 2016 hearing was converted to a joint prehearing conference on the complaint of CPHD, and also similar complaints filed by Peter M. Sutliff,[footnoteRef:1] Javier Ortega-Benitez[footnoteRef:2] and Peter Hart.[footnoteRef:3]  UGI, CPHD and Mr. Hart each filed prehearing memoranda.  [1:   	C-2015-2513633.
]  [2:  	C-2015-2513649.
]  [3:  	C-2016-2523640.
] 

	The prehearing conference convened as scheduled.  Counsel for UGI, CPHD and Mr. Hart appeared.[footnoteRef:4]  Each party was provided an opportunity to generally describe their positions.   [4:   	Mr. Sutliff and Mr. Ortega-Benitez filed petitions to withdraw their complaints.  Those petitions to withdraw are granted by a separate initial decision.] 


	An active proceeding in the Commonwealth Court between the City of Reading and UGI, wherein UGI filed a challenge to certain ordinances promulgated by the City of Reading regarding the placement of meters was also discussed.  Counsel for CPHD, who also represents the City of Reading in the Commonwealth Court proceeding, stated that the City of Reading plans to file a formal complaint against UGI in the Commission which challenges UGI’s interpretation of Section 59.18.  The legal basis for the claims made will be nearly identical to the claims made by CPHD in its complaint.  CPHD requested that its complaint be consolidated with the pending complaint of the City of Reading.

	It also became clear that the claims made by Mr. Hart regarding the relocation of his meter were not the same claims made by CPHD.  He requested that his complaint not be consolidated with the CPHD complaint, but scheduled for an evidentiary hearing.  No party objected.

	THEREFORE,

	IT IS ORDERED:

	1.	That the formal complaint of Peter Hart v. UGI, C-2015-2523640, shall be scheduled for an evidentiary hearing on the first available date.  All other provisions of the prehearing order dated January 28, 2016, at that docket remain in effect.

	2.	That counsel for CPHD shall notify me when the complaint of the City of Reading is filed with the Secretary’s Bureau of the Commission.  UGI shall file an answer to the complaint promptly.

	3.	That a further telephonic prehearing conference shall be scheduled for Wednesday, March 30, 2016 at 10 a.m.  Counsel is expected to confer and attempt to agree on a litigation schedule for these proceedings in advance of the prehearing conference.

	4.	That counsel for UGI shall provide me with a courtesy copy of UGI’s amended petition for review filed in the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court which challenges the City of Reading’s meter placement ordinances.

	5.	That the parties shall notify me in the event that any party seeks a stay of the Commonwealth Court proceedings and whether the request for stay has been granted or denied.

	6.	That the parties are reminded that Commission policy encourages settlement.  Accordingly, counsel shall confer and be prepared to discuss the possibility of settlement at the March 30, 2016 prehearing conference.


Date:  February 16, 2016										
						Mary D. Long
						Administrative Law Judge
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