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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO OUR FILE

C-2016-2522634


February 25, 2016
Re:
Alderwoods et al. v. Duquesne Light Company, C-2016-2522634
Complainant’s Motion to Disqualify Certain PUC Law Bureau Attorneys And To Impose An Ethical Wall 
To All Parties:
On January 11, 2016, Complainant Alderwoods (Pennsylvania), Inc. (“Alderwoods”) filed a motion with the Office of Administrative Law Judge (“OALJ”) of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (“Commission”) seeking to disqualify certain attorneys in the Commission’s Law Bureau from advising OALJ on any and all issues pertaining to the Complaint at Docket No. C-2016-2522634 (“the Complaint”) and its litigation history.  The Complaint was filed pursuant to the order issued on September 14, 2015, by the Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County, which granted a motion to bifurcate the proceeding and transfer certain issues to the Commission for adjudication.  
Earlier, on July 24, 2013, the Law Bureau through four of its attorneys had filed an amicus curiae brief with the Pennsylvania Supreme Court regarding whether the matter should have been bifurcated and so transferred to the Commission.  Alderwoods now contends that the Law Bureau’s position and points raised in that amicus curiae brief requires the disqualification of those four Law Bureau attorneys from advising OALJ on the Complaint.   
The Law Bureau does not ordinarily provide advice to OALJ regarding the merits of pending adjudications.  Nevertheless, mindful of our duties under the Public Utility Code, 66 Pa. C.S. § 308.2, and out of an abundance of caution, the four Law Bureau attorneys that worked on the amicus curiae brief will not provide advice to either OALJ or the Commission regarding the merits of the Complaint at Docket Number 
C-2016-2522634.  
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact the Office of Special Assistants, Cheryl Walker Davis, Director. Your inquiry should be directed to Jonathan Nase, Deputy Director – Legal, at (717) 787-3490 or jnase@pa.gov.
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Sincerely,

Rosemary Chiavetta


Secretary
Cc: 
Chief Administrative Law Judge Rainey


Director Cheryl Walker Davis
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