	BEFORE THE
	PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of Columbia Gas of 			:		A-2015-2513395
Pennsylvania, Inc. for approval of the 		:
Abandonment of Service by Columbia Gas of 	:
Pennsylvania, Inc., of natural gas service to six (6) 	:
customers located in Centre County, PA.  		:
							:
	and
							:
Robert Bucha						:		C-2016-2528019
							:
	v.						:
							:
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.			:		



	INTERIM ORDER ON CONSOLIDATION


		On October 30, 2015, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia or Company) filed an application with this Commission seeking approval to abandon natural gas service to six natural gas service customers located in Centre County, Pennsylvania.  Notice of this application was published in the Centre Daily Times, a newspaper of general circulation in Centre County, on November 20, 2015.  Notice was also published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on November 28, 2015.  The Office of Consumer Advocate filed a notice of intervention and public statement on December 10, 2015.  Protests to the application were filed by Rhonda Decker and Thomas Smith.  The Pennsylvania State University filed a petition to intervene on December 14, 2015.

A prehearing conference was held by telephone on January 28, 2016.  Counsel represented the Company, Office of Consumer Advocate, and PSU.  Additionally protestants Rhonda Decker and Thomas Smith participated.  A litigation schedule and other matters agreed to at the conference were memorialized in a prehearing order dated January 29. 2016.

On February 1, 2016, Robert Bucha (Complainant) filed a formal complaint with the Commission.  Mr. Bucha, whose service may be abandoned by Columbia, objected to the proposed conversion to an alternate fuel source as proposed by Columbia.  Mr. Bucha also attached a protest to the abandonment application.  Columbia filed an answer to Mr. Bucha’s complaint on February 18, 2016.  Columbia also filed a motion to consolidate Mr. Bucha’s complaint with the abandonment application.  Columbia also stated that it did not object to Mr. Bucha’s late-filed protest so long as the motion to consolidate was granted.  Columbia’s motion also included a notice to plead.  

By letter dated February 24, 2016, I sent a letter to Mr. Bucha which included a copy of the January 29, 2016 Prehearing Order.  The letter also notified Mr. Bucha that if he objected to the consolidation, he must file an objection on or before March 9, 2016.

To date, no objection to Columbia’s motion to consolidate has been filed.  Therefore the motion will be granted.

By hearing notice dated March 4, 2016, Mr. Bucha’s complaint was scheduled for a telephonic hearing before Judge Katrina Dunderdale on April 22, 2016.  That hearing notice was generated in error.  This consolidated matter will proceed in accordance with the litigation schedule set forth in the January 29, 2016 Prehearing Order, unless modified at a later time.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the complaint of Robert Bucha at Docket No. C-2016-2528019 is consolidated with the application to abandon service by Columbia Gas at Docket No. A-2015-2513395.

2.	That the telephonic hearing scheduled for April 22, 2106 is cancelled.

3.	That all other provisions of the Prehearing Order dated January 29, 2016, remain in effect.


Date:  March 10, 2016				____________________________________							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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