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	COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 3265, HARRISBURG, PA 17105-3265
	IN REPLY PLEASE  REFER TO OUR FILE

R-2016-2525128 
C-2016-2533052 


April 1, 2016
Re:
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, et al. v. The Columbia Water Company
Docket Nos. R-2016-2525128; C-2016-2533052
TO ALL PARTIES:
On January 12, 2016, The Columbia Water Company (Columbia) filed Supplement No. 76 to Tariff–Water Pa. P.U.C. No 7 (Supplement No. 76) to become effective on March 11, 2016.  In Supplement No. 76, the Company proposed to decrease Columbia’s rates for its Marietta Division by eliminating the PENNVEST surcharge due to the retirement of the debt approved for the surcharge.  On March 9, 2016, the Office of Consumer Advocate filed a Formal Complaint against Supplement No. 76 at Docket No. C-2016-2533052.  By Opinion and Order entered March 10, 2016 (March 10, 2016 Order), the Commission referred the matter to the Office of Administrative Law Judge for appropriate action, but permitted Supplement No. 76 to become effective on March 11, 2016, subject to reconciliation.  On March 23, 2016, Columbia filed a Petition for Reconsideration and Clarification (Petition) of the March 10, 2016 Order.  Answers to the Petition are due on April 4, 2016.
On April 1, 2016, the parties informed the Commission that they have reached a settlement in principle that resolves all contested matters among them.  For this reason, the parties have jointly requested an extension of time to file Answers to the Petition in order to allow them time to file, and the Commission time to act on, the final settlement.  
The Commission’s Regulation at 52 Pa. Code § 1.15 permits the Commission to extend the time for performing an act for good cause upon motion made before expiration of the time period in question.  In light of the parties’ settlement in principle all of contested matters, and given the benefit of allowing the parties additional time to finalize and file the settlement and the Commission time to review and enter a final order before requiring further action on the Petition, the Commission finds that the parties have demonstrated good cause for an extension to file their Answers to the Petition.  The Commission hereby grants the parties’ request and extends for a period of ninety days the original due date for the filing of Answers.  In the event that a settlement is not filed and acted on by a final Commission Order, Answers to the Petition shall be due on or before July 5, 2016, unless a further request for an extension is requested and granted.

Should you have any questions you may contact the Office of Special Assistants, Cheryl Walker Davis, Director.  Please direct your inquiries or any questions regarding this correspondence to Bert Marinko, Deputy Director - Technical at (717) 783-3930 or rmarinko@pa.gov, or Regina L. Matz, Esq. at (717) 783-6155 or rmatz@pa.gov.
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Very truly yours,

Rosemary Chiavetta
Secretary
2

