	BEFORE THE
	PENNSYLVANIA PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION



Application of Columbia Gas of 			:		A-2015-2513395
Pennsylvania, Inc. for approval of the 		:
Abandonment of Service by Columbia Gas of 	:
Pennsylvania, Inc., of natural gas service to six (6) 	:
customers located in Centre County, PA.  		:
							:
	and
							
Robert Bucha						:		
							:
	v.						:		C-2016-2528019
							:
Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc.			:		



	INTERIM ORDER 
CONVERTING IN-PERSON HEARING TO A TELEPHONIC HEARING

		On October 30, 2015, Columbia Gas of Pennsylvania, Inc. (Columbia or Company) filed an application with this Commission seeking approval to abandon natural gas service to six natural gas service customers located in Centre County, Pennsylvania.  Notice of this application was published in the Centre Daily Times, a newspaper of general circulation in Centre County, on November 20, 2015.  Notice was also published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin on November 28, 2015.  The Office of Consumer Advocate filed a notice of intervention and public statement on December 10, 2015.  Protests to the application were filed by Rhonda Decker and Thomas Smith.  The Pennsylvania State University filed a petition to intervene on December 14, 2015.

A prehearing conference was held by telephone on January 28, 2016.  Counsel represented the Company, Office of Consumer Advocate, and PSU.  Additionally protestants Rhonda Decker and Thomas Smith participated.  A litigation schedule and other matters agreed to at the conference were memorialized in a prehearing order dated January 29, 2016.

On February 1, 2016, Robert Bucha (Complainant) filed a formal complaint and a protest.  Columbia filed a motion to consolidate Mr. Bucha’s complaint with the application proceeding, which was granted by order dated March 10, 2016.

An in-person hearing at the Commission’s hearing room in Harrisburg is currently scheduled in this matter on Thursday, April 21, 2016.  By email dated Friday, April 8, 2016, counsel for Columbia informed me that Columbia had reached agreements with each of the six affected landowners.  Columbia requested that the hearings be cancelled and that the evidence in this proceeding be permitted to be submitted by stipulation.  Columbia pointed out that it would be a burden on the protestants to appear at an in-person hearing where they have agreed to a settlement. 

Columbia has pre-served written testimony as have three of the protesting landowners.  None of the intervenors have pre-served any testimony.  However, when unrepresented parties are participating in a proceeding such as this, it is important that every opportunity to be heard is provided and to make clear that all parties understand their rights and responsibilities.  Accordingly, I will deny Columbia’s request to cancel the evidentiary hearing, but I will convert it to a telephonic call-in hearing in order to avoid inconvenience to the parties.

THEREFORE,

IT IS ORDERED:

1.	That the initial in-person hearing scheduled on Thursday, April 21, 2016, in Harrisburg, shall instead convene as a call-in telephonic hearing.

2.	That to participate in the hearing, the parties must dial the toll-free number listed below.  You will be prompted to enter a PIN number, which is also listed below.  You will 

be asked to speak your name and then the telephone system will connect you to the conference.

Toll-free Bridge number:	1-855-750-1027
PIN Number:	341525
[bookmark: _GoBack]
3.	Any party wishing to submit pre-served testimony or exhibits into the record for consideration by the Commission must provide me with two copies with verifications on or before April 19, 2016.  The submission of pre-served testimony for admission into the record is not mandatory.  However, only testimony and exhibits which are admitted into the record will be considered when making a decision on the application.


Date:  April 14, 2016					____________________________________							Mary D. Long
							Administrative Law Judge
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